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The  French  Confiscations,  Contributions,  Requisitions,  Sfc.  &-r 

FHOM  1793,    TILL  1814.  ' 

By  JAMES  M'QUEEN. 


IN  THREE  VOLUMES. 

O,  these  were  hours,  when  thrilling  jou  repaid 
ThPh!"t  .'"."«.  ^°"«*°f  •darkness,  doubts,  and  fears' 
The  heart  sick  taintness  of  the  hope  delay'd 

Th  /"f  T.!f'  *!  ^'^'  ^^^  bloodshed  and  the  tears. 
That  track'd  w.th  terror  twenty  rolling  vears,  ' 


All  was  forgot  in  that  blithe  Jubilee"' 
ler  downcast  eye  even  pale  affliction  rears, 
lo  s.gh  a  thankful  prayer  amid  the  elee 


That  hail'd  the  Bsspot's  fall,  and  peace  and  liberty! 

Scott's  Loan  of  the  Isles,  Canto  V^, 
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to 


KIRKMAN  FINLAY   ESQ.  M.  P, 


SIR, 

In  Cotnmitting  to  the  world,  the  result  of 

my  observ,t,„„,  and  labours,  relative    „  the  s  "pen 

dous  events  of  the  period  to  which  I  have  confinrf 

hefol  ow,„g  NAaB.T,vE;  I  desire  to  expre,^  the  deel 

sense  I  entertain,  of  the  honour  conferfedup^^  t? 

.tna^' rSrd  itX." ""''  '"^"'  ''^^ '"^- 
tice  to  thrhi  M  ^  ""  "■*  ""^^uaJ  to  do  jus. 
tice  to  the  highly  important,  and  tru  y  memorable 

thesucceedi„gpi«es:b:r/?ttHf^=„^-;:j 

ST;^^tte:e::s:rrtr '^'''^  ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

tion,  I  ^nota!;^"     r'""P'*'*  ■""  *'"•  »»"»ftc- 

the  Lonour  bte  office "fch"";  M  '"■'''''''''  >""  ''«''' 

during  that  ev::!"!";!;  ^l^.T '"^  1  '"l'"™* 
inarms  huHprl  r  „.    ""  ^'^^"^"^  H^-'^oa.  when  i^urope 

e,  and  rearea  her  renovate4  standard  under  h^ 


IV 


legitimate  sovereigns.     As  a  member  of  the  most  en- 
terprising  and  flourishing  quarter  of  your  native  coun- 
try, whose   improvement  and  prosperity,  your  Com- 
mercial  abilities,  knowledge,  and   wealth,  tends  so 
much  to  increase:  As  the  Representative  of  the  first 
Commercial  City  in  Scotland-a  City,  which  has  at 
all  times  been  distinguished  for  its  steady  support  of, 
and  affectionate  loyalty  to  our  venerable  Sovereign, 
our  happy  Constitution  and  Laws:    As  one  who  can 
appreciate  and  understand  the  extent  and  solidity  of 
the  powe^  the  interest,  and  the  resources  of  the  Bri- 
tish Empire:  and  as  an  independent  member  of  that 
August  Assembly,  whose  deliberations  and  decisions 
are  looked  up  to,  and  felt  by  the  world,  who  have 
«aved  themselves  by  their  firmness,  as  they  have  pre- 
served Europe  by   their  example,  I   cannot   choose 
any  other  individual  better  deserving,  or  more  proper 
than  yourself,  to  whom  I  could  address  the  Narrative 
of  those  important  events,  which  formed  the  triumph, 
ant  termination  of  twenty-two  arduous  years  of  toil 
and  labour,  and  danger.     We  iiave  seen  the  complete 
triumph  of  those  principles  and  tliose  Counsels,  through 
good  report  and  through  bad  report.     In  the  battle, 
and  in  the  breeze,  they  bravely  resisted,  and  successfully 
totrercame  that  hideous  and  destructive  torrent  of  im- 
^norality,  if  religion,  anarchy  and  despotism,  scattered 
over  Europe  by  the  Governors  of  France.     In  this 
honourable  and  glorious  resistance,  we  have  warded  off 
from  out  native  land,  all  fhoae  horrors  and  evils,  which 
«o  heavily ^ pressed  upon  others,  and  with  which  we 
were  thrftrtened  by  a  powerful,  a  rancorous,  and  a 
A'indictive  foe. 


^^  our  toils  and  our  dangers  are  not  yet 
«t  an  end.  These  are  lessened,  but  not  removed. 
Whe  sweet  prospect  of  peace  and  happiness  amongst 
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men  is  again  banished  from  the  earth.  Arisin<r  ftoai 
their  former  abodes,  the  dark  clouds  of  the  appmach . 
ing  tempest  once  more  envelope  the  political  honVon 
of  Eiwope.  Great  Britain  has  again  an  arduous,  an 
honourable,  and  a  glorious  task  to  perform.  To  her 
the  assembled  world  looks  up, 

"  Confiding  still  amidst  these  dire  alarms," 
In  George's  Councils,  and  in  Well'sley's  arms: 

She  Stands  forth  again  the  champion  of  all  that  is  praise- 
worthy  and  good,  against  the  last  dreadful  and  con- 
centrated  effort  of  furious  Atheism,  and  of  expiring 
tyranny.     The  resolutions  of  Europe  upon  this  sub- 
ject have  been  taken,  and  "  /^er  opinion  pronoicnccd  in 
ammncr  very  positive  and  very  solemn."    Never 
d.d  a  British  Senate  stand  in  a  more  conspicuous,  a 
more  e  eyated,  or  a  more  honourable  situation;  and 
never  did  the  Representatives  of  the  British  nation 
amon-st  whose  honourable   ranks  you   are   seen     sJ 
conspicuous  and  so  useful,  appear  in  a  situation  where 
their  wisdom  and  their  firmness  can  gain  more  glorv 
to  themselves,  and  procure  greater  security  to  their 
country.     Distressing,  notwithstanding  all  this,  is  the 
prospect  before  us.  to  humanity.     But  there  i,   „o 
alternative.     In  following  the  pursuits  of  mischief  an<l 
amb.t.on     «  France    and    Napoleo.     .vil.    kevek 
CHANGE.       No,   never!   Destruction  as  certainly  be- 
longs  to  h,s  sceptre,  as  «  War  to  His  age."     It  is  not 
.0  much  an  individual  as  his  principles.      It  is  „o 
whether  Louis  or   Bonapa,te   is  to  be  Soverei<rn  of 
Irance;  but  wiiether  the  IVench  with   Bonaparte  at 
tl»eir  head,  are  to  b.-eak  treaties  as  it  suits  their  con- 
vemence    trample  upon  every  law,  and  at  last  upon 

the  world:  or  wh«^fhor  il,^  .,5,^„i.i    I  ,,  ,^ 

put  u  out  of  the  power  of  either  to  alarm  or  Mu  " 
her  any  more.     This  is  the  true  state  of  this  import! 


VJ 


ant  subject.    Deatli  or  Victory-Freeclom  or  Slaver, 
.sasuH,  the  watchword  of  indignant  milhon,,.    This 
8p.nt  we  must  cheri,h-,he,e  we  m„st  lead,  (br  i 
the  an„„»,cd    and   just  language  of  Mr.  oLrrJ, 

»<«  w,k  to  the  condition  of  tite  lart."    The  path  be 
ore  us  ,s  so  plain,  that  it  cannot  be  mistaken      It 
".horny  and  difficult,  but  it  must  be  trode.tnd  Je 
w.th  firmness  and  decision.     With  the  same  spirit  of 
courage  and  unanimity,  once  more  displa^d  by  Ku 
rope,  and  m  a  particular  manner  by  Great  Britain" 
there  can  be  little  doubt,  but  that  u.Lr  tl  e  b1  S 
oi  Heaven,  the  Allies  will  succeed  in  overthroLlf 
aga^n  and  fouevkii.  the  last  remnant  of  that  system  of 
>n.qu..y,  hatched  in  Paris,  from  thence  disaem inTted 
over  France,  and  now  with  all  it,  votaries,  friend,  and 
«upporte,s.  collected  into  one  body,  to  fall  beneath     f 
jword  of  .„d.gnant  nations,  and  the  arm  of  n„    ring 


■•'  !■! 


That  you  may  long  continue  to  perform 
the  unportant  and  praiseworthy  duties  of  a  Brirish  ie 
»a.or,  and  w.th  your  colleague,  i„  that  honourab  e 
office,  soon  participate  in,  and  enjoy  the  glory  and 
sa.,s»ac, on    which  must  overspread  "and  brZper^ 

tCefri'tr "'?'."''"■  •■'^  "^PP^  conclusion'    f 
these  f.esh  tods,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  still  nuraer- 

.r  wth  or""'  '■"P'"^""'^  «'"-'-  "^  Euro;e"L 

SIR, 

Your  most  respectful  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  M'QUEEN. 


Glasgow, 
June  19th,  1815, 
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1  HE  memorable  Campaigns  of  1812,  1813,  and  IfiU    are 
consulcring  every  circumstance,  unequalled  in  the  annals  c',f  tin. 
world.     P.arope  iiad  never  seen  war  conducted  c,n  such  an  ex  • 
tensive  scale,  with  «uch  hnmense  mea,.s,   nor  directed  with 
greater  talentB.     In  laying  before  the  World,  a  Narrative  of 
these  memorable  occurrences.  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  my  own 
mabduy,  to  do  the  subject  the  justice  which  it  merits.     I  have 
therefore,  to  throw  myself  upon  the  indulgence  of  a  generou* 
1  ubhc;  and  hope,  that  for  the  sake  of  the  subject,  the  reader 
will  ni  some  degree  overlook  the  faults  of  the  Author.    To  lite- 
rary abdities  I  lay  no  claim;  of  the  praise  due  to  these  I  have  no 
expectations.    As  the  present  Work  is  the  first,  so  it  is  more 
than  probable,  that  it  will  be  the  last  subject  of  the  kind  ia 
which  I  can  occupy  my  time,  or  employ  my  pen.     The  induU 
gence  with  ^hich  the  public  received  many  detached  pieces 
upon  the  subject  now  befora  them,  as  these  were  given  at  dit- 
ferent  times,  through  the  medium  of  the  respectable  Public 
journals  of  this  place,  and  the  earnest  solicitations  of  some  pri- 
vate inends,  emboldened  me  to  lay  before  it,  in  an  enlarged 
and  connected  form,  the  results  of  a  continued  series  of  notes 
and  ob8erv«tM..„  which  I  had  kept  from   time  to  time,  and 
made  upon  i.e.e  memorable  occurrences.     With  what  succesK 
I  have  acquitted  myself,  the  public  will  now  judgej  and  should 
the  reader  receive  either  instruction  or  intbrmation  from  this 
work  or  .hould  It  be  of  the  smallest  service,    in  shewin.  .ny 
countrymen  the  superior  security  and  happiness  of  their  native 
land,  and  excellence  of  the  government  under  which  they  hve. 
I  shall  think  mv  labour  iv^H  l.nc»«,...-i   „,,.j  ^,.-   ,  ,    ,     * 

1  he  plan  J  have  adopted,  is  rather  nov.^l.     The  hbour  it 
has  occasioned  was  great.    In  many  pages,  there  is  scarcelv  « 


vjii 

line  Una  cli.1  not  only  require  important  references,  but  thcso 
M-  e    to  be  eon.p„.od  a.ul  eonneeted  with  other.  Ob  J  .^ 
I  had  .lone    the  growth  and  progre.  of  Freneh  tyrannf 

>hKh  u  was  obvjou.    fro.n  its  violence,  contained  in  itself   hj 
kted.  of  .ts  own  dissolution;  and  contenjplating,  „«  J  Jij    |Voia 

he  rnouK-nt  that  the  ar.nies  of  Napoleon  entSed     I      L  7 
r:.p.d  destruction  of  that  stupendo..s  fabric,  which  hi.  inh  ,t    c 
and  a,.  ,u.on  had  raised;  every  feeling  of.nysoul  hec:u 
teres  ed  u.    the  progress  of  the  events;  and  every  doeunu   t 
^.Ineh  eonccrned  u,  and  oeeurronee  which  took  place,  be Z 
.o  nnpruuec   on  n.y  n.cnory,  that  I  cither  needled  no    cW  o 

yherc  to  hnd  the.n;  otherwise,    no  inducement    could  have 
made  me  undertake  the  labour,  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  necessary  to  have  con.pleted  the  plan   which  I  have  Ibl 
lowed,  n.  the  manner  it  is  done.    In  it.  I  have  endeavoured  t  > 
.  ngleout,  and  embody  with  n,y  own  sentiments  and  narrative 
the  o.ost  «tnkmg  passages  of  the  official  dispatches,  whi.'  bear* 
upon,  and  concern  the  important  particulars  related,  anu  to 
iom  the  whole  into  one  connected  chain.     I  have  also  care! 
fully  c<.mpared  the  cuspatches  of  the  different  chiefs  to  their  re- 
jpeetwe  governn  -nts,  where  I  could  obtain  these,  in  order   hat 
Inught  supply  from  one,  what  was  deficient  in  another;  wh 
at  the  same  t,me,  I  have  endeavoured  to  point  out  the  wilful 
inaccuracies  and  misrepresentation,  of  the  French  accounts- 
adopting,  howeve,-,  the  narrative  of  the  enemy,  where,  in  a  fcw 
instances,  h.s  accounts  remain  wholly  uncontradicted  by  any 
oftica  docun.ent  published  by  the  Allies.     Tlie  pri.icinaJ  rZ 
jcct  which  I  had  in  view,  in  this  Work,  was  to  Z^^ 

ia.  htuJ  account  of  the  principal  events  of  these  three  ^m^i^,! 
able  caitipaigns,  an  which  that  colossal  power  was  destZd 
wmch  at  their  commencement,  seemed  to  defy  human  ..2. t 
vhich  had  overturned  the  liberties  of  Europe;  and  who  em 
jnost  .rength  was  directed,  with  a  peculiar  Lco^;  r^^   J,  ,' 
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luman  rniglu; 
nd  whose  ut- 
'ur  and  hosti-r 
of  this  happy 
,  I  have  been 
parties,  und, 
improper,  to 


I 


I 


to  demi-oOlaal  relations  m  opposition  to  those,  or  to  di/rer 
from  these  wuhout  subsequent  olficiul  infbrmation.  as  „  r e  so. 
for  doing  3o;  as  no  one.  not  even  an  eye-witness,  can  know  or 
^  appr.c:ate  the  operations  and  the  losses  of  «n  a  mv    n  .  M  T 
the  Co.nmander  in  Chief  thereof,  <     .ike  the   E  Jjut    e  [^o' 
.cnunont  of  the  country.     These  should  not  be  cLTat  J  W 
on  connnon  grounds.    This  is  however,  but  too  1  r^  en    j 
to;  and  such  practices,  in  many  instances,  where  thev  are  fnM 
«L  .stead  of  c,.arin,up,  tend  only  to  Jarken  t  t^b   e^  Ta' 
the  reflections  I  at  different  times  make  and  in  th„  ^    • 

.■..id, ... ji.„o..t  .,„.. d™„ f™„ :;.:i;:  ztizr 

I  .ave  forme,  n,,  judgment  fr„„,  the  official  documen.,  wlS 
I  Lave  taken  for  my  guide.  Bat  as  the  words  and  the  ae. ,?  r 
.10  population  of  Europe  and  their  lea<Ier.  we"  d  ,  "  Z 
nod  to  which  I  ha.e  confined  my  narrative,  e,u  I'y  ^  b'^ 
and  d»erv.„g  our  consideration  and  our  attentioj,  I  ,  ,e  „n 
deavoured  to  preserve  the  ma,,ner  as  well  a,  the  «//,  Z  2l 
subjeet-no,  only  what  they  M  but  what  they  s^Tmiht 
far  I  have  succeeded  in  copymg  with  fidelity;  the  lrU„fthI 
co„.endn,g  parties,  it  is  for  the  reader  to  detemine!' 

The  tables  of  the  strength  and  losses  of  the  different  armie, 
I  have  compded  with  great  care,  from  authentic  docu,ne^"  t 
aese  were  noted  by  me  from  the  commencement  oH^rina 
l-egukr journal,  and  in  the  sane  form  as  these  are  „o» U "a 
...  hu  work.     To  the  curious  these  may  form  amnsemem  and 
to  the  accurate,  mfarmation.     With  rcaird  m  .1..       I 
.^....rly  .he  French,  I  have  ^Ihered^^e  '"oA^^lZ: 
of  b„l,  part,es      Immense  as  lhe«=  appear,  and  as  thev  in 
reality  were,  still  it  is  pki„,  that  thev  are  n„.  J         '    . 
J^urmg  ,a,.,  and  .„3,''it  w'as  inde^drth^n?;*  ;TS 

Zl.  '  ""'  '"  ""'"y  '^  """.orous,  that  no  ev- 

able.     Nor  .the  account,  of  the  losses  which  the  enemv  sus 
mesc  had   been  so  Irom  design,  the  losses  would  never  hL., 

r;nT:';te.'.'.T.'"''"  "^  »*?'-  "«-■  •>"•  »s  .ts: 

«ffi  •  1     "^  -•'^■••^««uit;  manner,  in  every  instance,  whei-n  th» 
pffical  accounts  touch  upon  these  points!    If  the  Alt  m' 


fcegim  a  system  of  exaggeration,  in  their  retflrns  of  the  Prerfch 
losses,  and  carried  it  on  as  the  fatter  did  with  regard  to  their,, 
hey  would  have  dom.  as  he  did  at  Moscow,  have  di^osed  of 
the  whcle  force,  they  allowed  the  enemy  to  posses*  at  the  b>"- 
giniungof  the<;airtpaign,  before  it  was  half  finished,  and  whik 
two  thirds  of  that  force  still  remained  to  o,>po9e  them.    I  need 
only  call  the  Header's  attention,  to  the  striking  coincidence  on 
the  precedmg  head,  at  the  end  of  the  campaign  of  181 ».  France 
dun,,^  these  two  fatal  years,  led  against  Russia  in  the  first,  and 
brought  . mo  Gennany  and  Italy  on  the  second,  about  I,300,00a 
men.      lire  Header  will  see,  by  tile  tables  I  have  kept,  that 
about  4.3,000  remained  in  Italy  at  the  end  ofiSlS,  ami  31,000 
escaped  across  the  Rhine,  besides  what  remained,  cooped  up  in 
fortified  plaees.     Lord  Cathcart  expressly  states  the  mjber 
wh.ch  escaped  across  the  Rhine  at  about  50,000,  and  all  other 
accounts  at  from  50,000  to  60,000.     Here,  there  is  a  coinci- 
dence, almost  to  10,000  rien  out  of  1,300,000  ff  Jrt  Italy,  the 
tables  I  have  kept,  make  Beauharnois'  army  for  the  campaign 
ot  1814.,  nicluding  rc-enforcements,  to  be  89,000  men.    Mr 
Horner  in  the  House  of  Commons,  May  2d,  1815,  states,  that 
lie  understood   i.  was  84,000.     With  regard  to  the  French 
army,  according  to  the  accounts  which  I  have  kept,  it  appears, 
that  on  the  1st  April,  1814,  it  consisted  of  494,000,  includina 
about   40,000  national  guards  in  Paris  and  Strasburgh,  &^ 
On  the  13th  June,  1815,  during  the  fresh  reign  of  Bonaparte. 
Uegnauit  St.  Jean  de  Attgley  states  positively,  that  the  num- 
ber ,n  arms  at  that  date,  exclusive  of  prisoners,  and  115,000 
conscripts,  of  the  levy  of  1815,  actually  amounted  t«.4S0,OOO 
^,en,  all  regular,,  which  is  within  4000  men  of  the  number  » 
Imve  stated  it,  in  the  journal  which  I  kept  from  the  former 
I-rench  official  accounts.     Following  the  losses  for  the  three 
campaigns  in  Spain,  the  remainder  of  Soult's  army  remnininrj 
after  the  overthrow  „f  Bonaparte,  amounted  by  the  tables  in 
this  work,  to  50,000  men,  and  long  after  these  were  printed,  I 
find,  that  Lord  Liverpool  in  the  House  of  I^rds,  May  7th, 
1815,  stated  that  force  as  the  number  remaining.     The  same 
way  be  noticed  of  Suchet's  army,  and  the  garrisons  on  the  cast 
coast  of  Snain.     Tlioso  T  o*„f-»    a—,.  .— j  .    t>  , 

men,  and  from  the  trial  of  Sir  John  Murray,  1  find,  that  these 


jk 


•nsofthe  Frerfcfo 
I  regard  to  theirs, 
have  disposed  of 
)0ss€S9  at  the  ho- 
Mshed,  and  while 
9e  them.     I  need 
5  coincidence  ont 
I  of  IS  13.  France 
I  in  the  first,  and 
about  1, 300,000 
have  kept,  that 
813,  ami  31,000 
ed,  cooped  up  in 
ites  the  nxtniber 
O,  and  all  other 
bere  is  a  coincf- 
'?  Irt  Italy,  the 
ar  the  campaign 

000  meft.    Mr. 
US,  states,  that 

to  the  French 
:ept,  it  appears, 
.000,  including 
krasburgh,  &c 

1  of  Bonaparte* 
that  the  num- 

3,  and  115,000 
ted  to -450,000 
the  number  ? 
om  the  former 
I  for  the  three 
'my  remaining 
y  the  tables  in 
^ere  printed,  I 
rds,  May  7th, 
g.    The  same 
ans  on  the  cast 
jcaen,    1 2,000 
nd,  that  these 


Actually  amounted   to  23,000,   including   garrisons,  leavinff 
13,600  dispos  ,ble.     Suchet's  army  under  his  immediate  com- 
mand, is  stated  at  20,000,  independent  of  garrisons.     By  the 
same  a-uhority  it  is  stated  at  24,000.    Altogether,  at  the  end 
of  1813,  1  enumerate  the  force  in  the  field  and  in  garrisons 
on  the  east  coest  at  52,000,  Sir  John  Murray  makes  it  55,000 
Formidable  as  I  have  stated,  the  armies  of  the  Allies  to  have 
been,  it  is  obviou:;,  that  the  amborities  from  which  I  have  se- 
lected these,  have  been  correct,     |n  confirmation  of  the  num- 
bers given,  as  being  accurate,  I  have  here  only  to  add  the  au- 
thorrty  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  when  speaking  of  the  strength  to 
be  brought  into  action  in  this  fresh  contest.     During  the  ne<ro. 
ciationsiatheCoiigressat  Vienna,  in  1814;  ^nndepeUentofthe 
emmtm  military  power  of  Russia   there  were  certainly  a  mil- 
lion of  men  in  Germany  alone,  independent  o( the  dd'emWe  force 
of  the  Landwhei?,"*     The  Reader  will  ^1«>  observe,  that  thi» 
was  the  amount,  bft,. ..«  all  the  military  power  of  Great  Bri 
tarn,  Portugal  aod  Spain,  together,  above  700,000  men,  and 
which  joined  with  the  force  of  Ilyssia,  gives  at  least  1,300,000 
additional.    In  the  numbers  also  to  be  brought  forward  in  the 
fresh  contest,  now  to  be  carried  on;  the  Reader  will  also  ob- 
serve,  the  striking  coincidence  between  these  and  the  forces  of 
the  principal  powers  engaged  «gainst  fran<?e  ip  1814,  as  enu, 
mcrated  in  page  521  viz.. 


/aUStlifl  ^  ^ 

Russia  ««  ,^ 

Collected  St«Mt  of  Germjiny 

Great  Britain  ««, 

Hollatad  ^  ^ 
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225,000  besides  1  SOfiOO  ready  if  wanted. 

150,000 

276,000 

50,000 

50,000 
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tl.011.000 

With  regard  to  the  list  of  French  Contributions,  Requisitions, 

Loans,  and  ^:^nfiscations,  I  need  scarcely  add,  that  these  have 

cost  me  much  trouble  to  collect.     These  are  the  fruits  of  lonu 

observation  and  attention;  and  are,  I  believe,  as  accurate  as  the 

pature  of  such  a  subject  will  admit.     It  is  aometiraes  difficult 

•  House  of  Commons,  May  25Ui,  1815, 
t  ■^"'  ^  aetii,  1815. 
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to  know  exactly  the  currcnrv  in  whiVh  <i  ' 

awless  V  olence   and  squandered  .way  in  i„iq„i,„„,  „„„„;/ 
the  wealth  and  industry  of  Europe.  pursuits, 

Tl,e  Table,  of  the  account  of  the  Destruction  of  Property  are 
m  ^nuy  .nstances,  taken  f..„,  ge„,l  authority;  and  rothm 

iZci airr  7 ""^ '•'•"""'- '^— '".cntia.:: 

obv  ou    ^h«  r     ^         """'■•■"^^  '■'  """"•"■•Wei  but  i,  is 

«r.     In  many  of  these  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  obtain  tho 
accurate  sums,  which  has  forced  mc  to  follow  a  probable"   m 
cons,der,„g  .he  revenues,  and  the  demands.     ?  am  cer L""' 

:^::!:::  "■"  -"" "- '  ""•  -"■"  •«'-  "■-  "^"2 

h,Jrt,''''T''  '''=™'"«™  »"■"  to  conseqttenccs,  are  an  inex 
h  u  t,ble  subject     I  have  endeavoured  to  embo,  y  a  few  JL 
".ostprommeut  features  and  bitter  consequences,  i„,„a  1 
«.mpass    whtch  may  prove  a  wamin,,  ,o  'my  delud  J  cou  tl 

2  ;    ,     r,'"""'  T""""^  ""^  y"  <="<l«avourcd  ,„  b.  made 
.he  tools  of  those,  who  profess  under  other  names,  the  prTn 
P les  „h,ch  gave  .t  birth,  but  whose  object,  and  whose  aim   a 
the  same.     That  tremendous  even,,  the  consequences  of  ^1  ic  , 
humanny  wtllong  deplore,  in  its  birth,  progL,  and  efl  ct' 
stands  unequalled  in  the  history  of  man.    The  crimes  "S 
perpetrated-the  misery  and  wretchedness  it  has  heaped  1  Z 
V-orld-the  .wlul  scenes  of  carnage  and  bloodshed    which 
has  occasioned  amongst  mankind,  were  never  equall  d  and  can 
never  be  s„T,assed.     In  vain  will  we  search  the'rec  rds  o^ll 
.ot-y,  for  the  conduct  of  tyrants,  the  most  despotic-inrtC 
pohcy  pr  .nstttution,  of  nations,  ,he  most  barbarous  .„rude 

;:.!£,    r.l'°.'T  ".P™"^'  •"  ''.  or  to  equal  tL  c^ 
P,  ........  ,t  .,.s  ,,roauceu.     Jl.e  most  ferocious  savageof  New 

?:cda„d_ri,c  met  ignoram  human- being,  who  trav«s»  I(! 
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-■nightcd  mUh,  acknowledges  a  Supreme  Bein^  *  and' 
profess  to  obey  his  will.     The  devils  themselves,  believe  and 
tremble.     France  acknowledged  none.     Like  the  other   -.ni  ' 
mals  which  cover  the  face  of  the  earth,  man  lived-he  died  und' 
perished  forever-he  sle,n,  to  awake  no  more.     No  wonder 
then,  that  h.s  actions  became  like  those  of  the  brutes  that  ne 
rish,  when  Ins  conduct  was  regulated  by  principles  similar  to" 
and   as  fierce  and  more  ruinous  than  theirs_H,„na„  nature 
seemed  degraded,  beyond  the  darkest  limits  of  debasement- 
the  reasonn.g  powers  of  the  human  mind,  were  inverted-  anrl 
the  end  «nd  design  of  human  beings,  seemed  altogether  r^' 
versed.     Whence  sprung  such  a  system  as  this?  From  noliU 
cal  causes  alone,  we  shall  search  for  the  source  of  the  mischief 
m  vain      These  no  doubt,  had  their  influence,  and  aggravated 
the  evil;  but  these  in  all  their  most  odious  forms,  and  most 
acrimonious  consequences,  could  never  have  carried  any  nation 
the  lengths  which  the    French  nation  have  gone.     Politica" 
frenzy  has  its  limits.     It  soon  works  its  own  cure,  and  a  chan^^o 
of  Government  may  be  brought  about,  without  a  comDlete 
change  of  property,  and  above  all,  without  a  total  change  and  de! 
struction  of  the  moral  and  religious  principles  of  mankind     It 
was  to  the  destruction  of  the  latter,  that  we  have  to  attribute  the 
woes  of  France  and  the  miseries  of  Europe.     From  this  pol- 
luted and  baneful  source,  has  issued  all  the  destruction  anrf 
carnage  ot  the  last  twenty -five  years.     The  sacred  name  of  K- 
berty,  under  this  new  system,  was  made  use  of,  as  a  cloak  for 
the  wildest  licentiousness.     Europe  suffered  herself  to  be  de 
ceived,  and  to  be  lulled  into  security,  by  the  deceitful  sound  -^ 
She  never  reflected,  that  robbery  and  murder  could  not'bo 
freedom-that  the  actors  in  the  dreadful  drama,  were  all  of  this 
class,  who  neither  deserved,  nor  could  enjoy  it,  but  who  could 
only  be  employed  m  forging  fetters  for  their  neighbours,  when 
they  became  satiated  with  the  blood  of  their  friends-Eurone 
trusted  their  deceitful  promises-she  embibed  theirodious  princi- 
ples, and  her  people  awoke  from  their  dream  of  fancied  bliss,  with 
he  chains  of  the  despot  round  their  necks,  and  the  dagger  of 

tnenSKilNKin  nf  th^i!..  K^^«~...         A .1  "o 

■"•""=  "— "=•  --^"i-^gsi  me  number  who  abetted 
a  change  of  Government  in  France,  there  were  no  doubt  at 
nrst,  many  men  of  upright  views,  and  of  honourable  principles, 


k\v 


but  thoir  impetuosity  to  accomplish  the  obiect  ivh.VJ,  ti  i.  ^ 
in  view,  led  them  to  associate  with  men  of  if  r  r  ^^  ^"^ 
ciples  and  intcntions-who  w^th  '^  '''^^"'■""^  P"*"'" 

ciple,  neither  reaJGoto:t:d^Z^ 
nought  for  power  to  abuse  it.     These  a  "2ht  f  7^"^'^ 
foreseen,  overthrew  the  mnr.  rlV    .         ^     ^''"'^  have  been 
out  rem;rse,  ^Zll^^^^^rof        '""^"^'^^^'^^^'^  ^^'^^ 

£els  f!u  L  %T  '"r^"""^"'  ^"'^  ^''^  ^-»<i"^-»  o*-  this 

Cril",;,    '^  "^^  ^»"' "P-'  -th  the  greatest  assiduity 
b>  iHs  thoughtless  countrymen,  and  other  mischievous  lmn2 
without  any  measure  being  taken  to  check  itrincrrale'nrel^^ 
«eral  corruption  af  manners  and  of  morals  in  Francrbef^  !  ^ 
Revolution,  is  well  known.     One  class  were  sunk    ;  tt 

litvTr  1     ^  ^      "«  '"''''^-    ^'"'^^^  ^'»«  «cene  of  depra- 
vity and  confusion,  a  set  of  metaphysicians  and  philosophers 
jrangup,  who,  abandoning  all  religion  and  revetr  .1 
Uen;  .ng  the  ex.tence  of  the  Deity,  endeavoured  to  r  is  Tb  J^d 
2  without  a  foundation;  and  who,  inculcating  doc   "es,,' 
too  cgreeable^o  the  evil  dispositions  of  man,  we?e  eagerly  hlten 
ea  to,  implicitly  followed,  and  terribly  obeyed      it  !       l  • 
eooweHd.p,edtothec„l^ 

with  an  alarming  rapidity.   They  spread  their  noxious  branchel 
into  every  Ia.d;  and  in  that  wherein  they  had  been  at  fit 
planted,  overthrew  every  thing,  civil  or  sacred-good  and  ^ 
tuous     Morality  and  Keligion-che   altar   and' the   tW 
One  hdeou*  ruin,  overwhelmed  every  thing  which  man  had 
hitherto  held  sacred-which  had  either  rendered  him  ha  pv 
here  or  th.t  could  prepare  him  for  happiness  hereafW.     tZ 
dread  of  a  Supreme  Being.  „o  longer  restrained  his  ;icM        . 
d^.e«,  -.d  odiou*  appetites-nothing  remained  to  c"b  ^       * 
controul  them,  for  it  was  idle  to  think  of  human  laj^i " 
^y  barn.r  to  a  man,  who  conceived  it  no  wrong  to  vk2        5 
them;  and  who  only  framed  the  ln«,«  .f -.1      .       T       « 
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ty  and  without  prin- 
3.     These  men  only 
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ciplcs.    Thus  situated,  and  th>s  prepared,  a  scene  of  wicked- 
ness and  misery  burst  upon  mankind,  beyond  any  tlu„.  of  1 
kmd  that  had  ever  happened-beyond  any  which  human  de! 
pravty  had  ever  before  conceived;  nor  could  the  ills  which  man 
as  suffered  by  the  hands  of  man,  from  Nimrod  downwards  t^ 
theyear  ,791    if  collected  together,  and^hrown  in"o  the  b  ! 
lance  agamst  the  misery  of  the  last  twenty-four  years  t.  r!  tt 
ch-eadful  scale.     France,  from  that-fatal  perioIC^eTd     ^ 
rr    ;■  ^';r,«  S-— ^er  King  she  murdered-I  er  GoJ 
he  demed-.Ilehg.on  she  banlshed-Law  she  had  none      Se 
he  ravmg  maniac,  let  loose  from  his  fetters,  while sLmnnt 
l>er  own  body  she  tore  her  neighbours'  to^eol.ZZff, 
or  remorse,     A  dark  and  insatiable  ambition,  next  usurped  the 

emamed  u,  defiance  of  foreign  foes,  and  domestic  t^Lt   a 
barr.era,am^  this  awful  torrent.     Notwithstanding  Te  da 
n,ours  of  disaffection,  she  remained  steady  to  her  purLe     She 

boldly  faced  therudestshocksofthistremLousadv^ar:.  and 
hke  as  the  rocks  that  surround  her  happy  shore   2' « 
against  the  fury  of  the  Atlantic,  ^^  '       "^  ^""^ 

Wl.cn  from  Columbia',  shor«,  the  surge  is  huri'd» 
Shake,  the  foundations  of  the  Eastern  world. 

whom   the  policy  of  tholr   ft.„r,f     i  '"^» 

teachers  taught  tlm.  tl^"':  l'!??:^"-'   '^l'  -^-^1 

tion  is  now  jrone  bv  '  Th 'i    ,"•  """  "'''"™^'-     ^  ^''^  ^^^^^P" 

of  the  frantityotal  J/  •""'  ""^^'''^  ^"'^  ^'''^  consequences 
rantic  votaries  of  democracy,  under  the  name  of  liberty. 


dren.>w  dearly  ascertained,  and  ought  to  be  correetly  nnprecut. 
eel.     ^ye  too,  had  our  national  Convention_ue  too,  our  Ja 
coo.n  club,  and  the  honours  of  the  sitting-we  too,  o.  r  frie.2 
o   t  epeople-we  too,  our  Correspondi.^.  sociptiJs-o.       a 
nots  p.kes,  red  caps,  and  levellers,  whose  bewildered  and  fr  n- 
t.c  Ideas,  had  divuled   the  properties,  and  parcelled  out  tho 
Inches  of  the.  wealthy,  amongst  us.     And  what  would  have  been 
the  consequences,  had  they  succeeded?   The  san,e  unquestion- 
ably, wh.ch  has  been  „.  France.     For  years,  we  should  have 
remmned  a  prey  to  every  bad  passion-to  anarchy,  cruelty  and 
conf«.on.     The  best  of  sovereigns,  who  had  ruled  over tfor 
^^0  years,  m  mildness  and  in  mercy,  would  have  been  brought 
to  the  scalTold.     His  wulowed  Queen  butchered-his  family 
dispersed,  destitute,  and  forsaken,  would  have  been  kidnapped 
ma  foreign  land,  to  be  shot  by  midnight  assassins  on  their  own. 
The  guil  oune  would  have  been  erected  at  the  dom-  of  our 
Courts  of  Justice,  in  the  halls  of  which  the  Judges  would  have 
been  found  seated  on  the  bench,  with  a  dagger  in  their  belts,  and 
a  pair  q  loaded  pistols,  ready  cocked,  before  each  of  them.    Our 
nationa  character  lost-our  morals  corrupted  ami  destroyed- 
our  trade  and  commerce  ruined-the  slaves  of  a  mihtary  despo- 
ism-unfit  for  social  life,  breakers  of  sacred  treaties,  and  so- 
lemn  oaths,  a  scourge  to  ourselves,  and  a  terror  to  our  nei.di- 
Vours;  m^stead  of  dictating  from  the  highest  pinnacle  of  true 
glory  and  greatness,  a  peace  to  our  inveterate  enemies  in  Paris 
we  should  have  had  a  collected  and  indignant  world,  dictatirio^ 
to  us  the  most  al^ect  submission  in  London.  ^ 

In  speaking  of  the  French  nation,  with  the  asperity  which  I 
have  done,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.     By  these,  I  have  all 
along  meant  that  dreadful  and  diabolical  party,  who  brought 
round  the  Revolution,  and  who  has  trode  her  under  foot,  and 
directed  her  n.ighty  energies  to  bring  ruin  on  Europe,  and  de- 
Struction  upon  herself.     I  am  aware,  that  in  France,  are  man^ 
Ayorthy  men;  but  these  are  borne  down  by  an  opposite  partv 
strong  m  numbers,  and  merciless  in  power.     Their  voice  is 
«ot  heard,  or  where  raised,  is  treated  with  derision  and  scorn. 
It  IS  not  these,  the  peaceable  and  well  disposed  part  of  that  na- 
t,on  which  I  allude  to;  but  to  those  who  murdered  their  Kin.; 
fna  Uenyeu  tacir  God~to  those  worshipers  of  the  Goddess  o( 
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Rer^on  when,  bitter  experience  and  passing  events  have  shewn 
are  st.ll  too  nnmerous  and  powerful  in  France.  Ibr  her  to  oT 
pect  peace,  or  Europe  repose.     It  is  the.n,  their  principle     uul 
their  d.sc.ples,  which  have  made  Europe  .  slaLhf       K 
andwhich  havedeh.ged  the  New  NVorld  wUh  b^^      '  a^^' 
of  the  peaceable,  the  wise.  an<l  tl.  g<.od,  in  bo?  L      pt ^ 
trying  to  OPPO.S.  then..-It  is  them  only  that  I  alhul  . ,' 

condemn ;-them  whose  atrocious  conduct,  no  powers  of    urn 
nnagmauon  can  acfequately  pourtray,  and  over  whos     "S 
heads,  the  anger  of  Omnipotence  vet  han^^s  ^      ^ 

It  was  the  olnef  aim  of  this  Re;olution,%c  corrupt  the  intel- 

heart.     Ihe   votanes  of  the  GonoKss  or  Ukasox,  Lon. 

Bm,e,e    &c.    were  most  conspicuous,   publicly  avowed    this 
In  al      heu-  p..oceedings,  they  boldly  Ld  openly  at  emptd 
to   subs  uute   darkness  for    light,   injustice   L  j^^stiee    ^ 
wrong  or  nght,     A  new  code  of  National  Law,  issue     from 
h>s   polluted  temple;  and  wherever  they   cast  ihe^e'l 
e  na,..al  limits  for  their  power,   whet'her  to    he  Z'  o 
^Straus   of    Gibraltar-the    Rhine,  or   the  «  cji  o) 
Asta     oi  wherever  treachery  or  baseness  called   upon  them  for 
assistance,  these  ,.ople,  or  those  count,.es  were' without/:; 
fhrceremony  or  reason  given,  incorporated  with,  and  de! 
cla  ed  an  integral  and  unalienable  part  of  their   Republic    or 
then:  Empn..*     Thi«  flagrant  and  violent  spirit  of  agclrlnd'ise 
jnem  was  one  of  the  most  characteristic  features  of  fhis Tw 

Mr.  Rtt,       IT  WAS  THE  SOUL  WHICH  ANIMATED  IT  AT  ITS  BIRTH 
A.n  WO.I.„  CEHTAINLV  NKVEH  nESEUT  IT  TILL  ITS  EXTINC "o"' 

i         ItT  "rr  '^  '"r^"^  -'  -^-'y  ^^^^e  of  the  ReX 
t.o„.     It  equally  belonged  to  Brissot,   Robespierre,  Roubell 
.nd    Barras;    but  it  belonged  most  of  all  to'Bonapa«ri!; 

receive  or  consent  to   ond    .  nJ„f  «»■  K^-l"-««'nta..ve  of  the  People,  ^ho  shall 

plan  or  Oa.cau  was  c.v.m..,,,,,  f:  ;1     "'"  ™^'-''  '^^  "^^^  ^^  »"  "'i-     The 
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>V«OM    WERE    CONCENTRATED    ALL     THEIU   POWKUS-,    AND    ALT 

the  plan,  of  those  who  inculcated  them  succecid,  tl  e  ,nela„. 
choly  Instory  of  the  last  twent.-five  year.,  and  every  countl 

bzndmg,  nothing  was  held  sacred.  «  All  t„e  TUEATfE^  wincu 

InolllT   ";''Y'"'"ru    «^^'»---^-'  "AVE   BEEN   ALL 

sir  ^  A  .;  '"'''^  ^'^"'''^  ^'•°°'^^d  P°"<^y.  *he  sacred 
g.nn.ng  of  the  Revolution.  As  it  suited  their  pursuits,  these 
theLThr""  n  "  "  '"  ^-"vasion  of  Egypt.  As  itfuAhered 
ttn  tr  Kr"  ^T'  '^"'  ^'*'"^'  ^^^"'•^  -h°-  frown,  Crea. 
bTn  rnr?  T"'f  ""u"'""  ^""^^'^  ^"  ^•«^"'  ««  ^t  '»-  »«tely 
the  nat  ons  of  Europe,  but  to  deceive  and  betray  their  Legitimate 

,n^w?^  ^•:'  "  "^^""^'"'-^  P^°^'^^^*  *«  Europe,  to'behoM 
3^^1 1  h  '"f'^1^^"*^^-'^  proceedings  are  adopted,  and  car- 
3  econ  by  the  French  nation;  and  it  is  most  lamentable,  to 
reflect  upon  the  manner  in  which  their  conduct  is  viewed,  by 

run^rJ"    t!         "  "^""P^'    '"^"^   "°^^  J'""'^"^-'^'  in  this 
country.     The  success,  not  the  means  engage  the  attention  of 

the  votanes  of  French  politics,  morality,  a;d  greatnes  ;  "nd 

ceXtrtf""'"'""  ^°°'^"'  andisagfinso  far' sue- 

cesstul,  therefore  are   Us  agents,    admired  and  applauded- 

h    efore,  U  ,s  beheved.  not  to  be  wickedness,  muUbrgetting 

tJanger  that  it  will  be  so  any  more. 

on1^!if  r  *'"r  '"  '^  '"^  "^^'"P'^  °^""°^l'^'-  nat'on,  stand 
on  record  as  a  beacon  before  «s.    Let  us  therefore  be  wi  e~let 

und    traight.     We  cannot  mistake  it.    Dear  bought  experi- 
ence has  taught  it  to  us,  and  if  we  go  astray  w.  Lerve' To 

which.  If  followed,  will  also  conduct  us  to  similar  dread- 
ful  scenes  of  guilt  and  misery.  Irreligion  and  immorality  have 
overturned,  and  will  always  be  the  meansof  overturning,  every 
PJtf  5  Speech,  House  of  Commons,  Feb.  3d,  1800, 
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oociul  institution  amongst  mankind.     While  we  as  Britons 
contemplate  with  pride  and  satisfaction,  tlie  noble  part  which 
we  have  acted  in  the  dreadful  drama-while  we  reflect  with 
exultation  and  astonishment,  upon  the  wonderful  events  of  the 
last  three  years,  let  us  as  Christians,  do  as  our  gallant  Allies 
have  done  give  the  praise  unto  HiMto  whom  all  praise  is  due. 
Let  in  idel«y  herself  acknowledge,  that  it  is  the  doings  of  that 
Almighty  Being,  who  has  declared,  that  he  will  not  give  his 
glory  to  another  nor  his  praise  to  graven  images-by  whom 
Kings  reign,  and  Princes  decree  judgment-against  whom  no 
power  can  contend  with  success,  and  from  ^vhose  justice,  none 
can  escape  with  impunity,  j         »        « 
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Grant  from  the  British  P..i.i;„   *    .  <>'      .."■"■- 
Distress  of  the  Ru'sS;  p^^'r""'  *"'  "-^^"-'^  ^^ '''«  K"s-ans. 
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Arrival  of  Alexander  at  Wilna "        "        "       "       -        - 
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HiKsvsians  cross  tlic  Nicincn, 

S^o? I'nWfS;""  "  '"1-  "'!!'  '«'•:""«  "^•tl.e'l.Vcnd,  1 
Capture  of  V'alencia  by  Sucl.et,         '.'.''' 

S'wgL'  and  capture  of  t'indad  Itodriao,       .        '        '  ' 

(iucrilki  warfare— Catalonia,  iVc.       .        .                  '  ' 

Siejre  and  capture  of  Badnjns,            .        '.        I        '  ' 

British  army  marches  Northward,      .        \        '        '  ' 

Operations  in  various  parts  of  Sp.,in            '        "        *  ' 

Overtures  of  peace  from  Honaparte'irv  18]'/ 
Capture  of  Salamanca,  and  retreat  of  Marnmnt  \^  .u  "  t^     ' 
Operations  before,  and  hattio  of  SaJainana"'       .'"  '^'  ^°"^^' 
l-l.ght  ot  the  l-rench  army-occupation  of  Valladolid"         " 
Ceneral  Maitiand  lands  at  Alicant,  _  *""'»uoiul, 

Operations  in  various  parts  of  Spain,  '.         '         '         ' 

riightof  Joseph— capture  of  Madrid,        .        "        "        ' 
Siege  of  Cadiz  raised,       ...  '        "      .' 

Jletreat  of  Soult,      .         .        .        \  '        '        - 

Advance  of  Wellington  to  Burgos      '.  '        '        ' 

Siege  of  Burgos— advance  of  Soult— ad viinf-p'nf  r"i        i 
raising  the  siege  of  Burgos,        .  "^  "^  Clau7*l- 

Retreat  of  Wellington  to  Ciudad  RodnVo.  "         ' 

Operations  jn  Catalonia,  .  "         " 

Boasting  of  the  Moniteur-conduet  of  SirV.  B.irdett"        ' 
Situation  or  Spam,  .        .  i'oniLu, 

Losses  of  the  French  armies  in  Spain         '         "         '         ' 

verturestoLordsGrey&Grenvillc-LmurdorofMr  krr  '  i 
Campaign  m  1813— reflections  on  situaZw./n«- •  '^'^''"'' 

Conduct  of  Prussia-Walpole-s  nUssr  to    Wr'"'  " 

^'^^s„r;^;'"!^  ^''^  ^-'- -'-ceruien  ;ua 

r.xernons  ol  I'russia— movements  of  Austrii 

Wittgenstein  defeats  Beauharnois,     -  '     '         '        " 

Retreat  to  Bautzen-battles  there    '^  ' 

I'orce  engaged— retreat  of  the  Aliie.' 

Armistice  in  Germanv_«..;pj „.-.i     ,   *•       "         " 

Opening  of  the  campaign  [n^;-'^^'  ^"""^P^"^  "'--".     " 
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Battle  ot'  Vittoria.  and  (light  of  ti.e  IVonch  mm-        . 
^'•«totM.  St.|m.stmns_arrivulorSoult,  -         . 

"'"""."'  t-™'  "Mrin  ami  Dcnnoviij,      . 
Ol.c«l,™,,  „,  Ua,,,„.t  a,,,l  fe,u|,,,„,„'i,,  :        • 

CoiisiT,,,t,„„  i„  lT„„ee_,,„4|,  „f  ,1  .  ,;  -        -        - 

Al„ej_ad.a.cc.  .„  U.„,,,  ,,„,„.„,„  „,.  ..^ -^^,^_  ^;,_,^,;__^ 

'  M»  .;,'■' air''  "'"■'■ '"  ""■  """"•-<i™«"w  i.«.-i.a.. 

C-a,,,,.  J.  „,■  Dresden  „,.a  Torgau-aUvanc'o,;,!,;  ami:,  ,„  lue 
Flishrf  J„„,„„  f,„„  Wc«„h"alia-;e,ro;.  of  ."ho  Vic.,„;  in 

strength  of  the  French  arnu^    a  u  Tth^AH  ""'*      '         " 
Mardj  of  the  Allied  armif-  :tV  ,''^^*' 

i;r».'a„.,i„.,„rs:Sw°arr.h:.!    ;;1'^^^^^ 
AavaiiceoftlifBrandAI'..!  „  „    '="l""i-.M  <'  i  c--.i, 

am.ies,       ''    .         .       '  ""'  "    '  P"""'"""  uf  the  French 

Bonaparte's  conduct-he  leaves  Pan'.,       I        '         '        " 
JuncUon  0.  Hn^^er rScrLS^JrJ:^?:?.':;,^^ 
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-important  operatloni— battle  of  Rri. 


Battle  of  Bur  Sur  Aube 

i  ennc, 

">   Ilctrcut  of  Honaparte — advance  of  tlir  A IlicH,     - 

ljuttltHofChafc.au  Thierry.  M.mtn.iruil,  Acwifh  niudier, 

iJattliso*  Nanj-,.  Montereuu,  fruyw,  .^c  with  Schwnrt/.enbtrL'. 

I  cadvanceol  Bluch.r,  capture  of  Soi.son«  hv  WinzniirtTodi. 

()j.erat.on«  «1  the  CWa.  ks-invectivcs  against  ihnu  and  tlij 
Allies — boastinj,'  of  the  enemy. 

Negotiations  for  an  annistlce  broken  ..ff-condnct  of  thecneniy. 

Operations  .n  Italy  and  the  Netherlunds^iKoelamution  „f  ti.c 
Crown  Prince , 

Battle  of  OrtheH_occui)ation  of  Bourdeaux-sitie  of  Buyonne. 

Jle-advance  of  bchwartzenberg- Bonaparte  foll„«s  Blucher, 

Attack  on  Soissonr—battles  of  Craon  and  Laon 
•     l>^J""'ation  of  Blucher-comluct  of  the  allied 'troop's.       ." 

I  apture  of  RJienmi—recaiiture  by  Bonaparte 

Capture  of  Troyes,  Nogent,  &c.  by  Schwaitzcnberg-advance 
of  Bonaparte,  -         .        .         .  ° 

Negotiations  at  Chntillon-base  conduct  of  Bonn'na.  te'-npera. 
tions  in  the  Netherlands,  attack  on  Bergai-.m-Zoinj- 
operations  at  Lyons,  -        .         .        . 

rroclamation  of  Schwartzenberg-Bonaparte  marcb'es  in  his 

Junction  of  the  Allied  arniies—movenient  to  Paris     - 
Alarm  in  Paris— capture  of  that  city,        .        .    ' 
^'"""S"^^!'*'  '^"'*'  '"'"  I'uris-advance  ofBonapan    to'its 

Overthrow  of  Bonaparte-abdication-recal  of  Luis'xviil 
Banishment  of  Bonaparte-reflections  thereon,  . 

Battle  of  Thoulouse— sortie  from  Bayonne—capturc  of  Genoa 
'Trialn!      "  ^."^'  1  ^'^"'"6^""  ^°  ''""«'  a^d  ardva   hi' 
Losses  of  the  French  army-treaty  of  Pcace-arrivarof  Lo  ,is 
A  Vill.  at  Pans,  &c.  &c.  and  reflections  on  the  conduct  of 
X  runv&y  ccc*      *  •         •  •  « 

npaigns  in  Americj^  conduct  of  America,  caJses  of  war,  A 
Declaration  of  war-plan  of  campaign     invasion  of  Canada, 
Defeat  of  Hull  and  Wadsworth-  capture  of  the  Guerri.  r, 
bud  •'Jj^°"6'"*'"-*^«P»"''*^y  the  Macedonian -American 

Capture  of  the  Java..defeat  of  Winchester-capture  of  York  To« 
Capture  of  the  Chesapeake-defeat  of  the  aESL  by  Gen- 
eral  Proctor,  j     ^" 

Defeat  of  Chandler  and  Winder  -  battle  of  Beavers  Dam«  " 
Various  operations  on  Luke  Champlain   and  the  frontiers, 
■i<aKe  fcrie,  a.c.         -        -        -        .        . 

dS  of  wis?'""  "".^  Izard-odious  principle's  of  America, 
ueieat  ot  Wilkinson.  &c.     —""»: —  ■•''  '^^  ^ 
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Capture  of  the  Essex -arrival  of  Admiral 'cochrane, 
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British  army  from  Bordeaux  sent  to  Canada-attack  hv  fl,«  a 
mera..ns  on  Canada-surrender  of  l^rt  Erit      ^     '  ^" 

Capture  ot  Moose  Island—defLuf  of  r        \^l!^'      " 

ofanaitaekonFortKWe      '  "'^  Brown-failure 

Baule  on  Lake  0:^;:^:^^:?^^  'J^--a, 

Now  Orleans-ifiication  of  1  "    ::^^  H^^;;::""^^  "» 

Immoral  conductoftlieFrencIinnt;„n     ..„„)     /  r^'  . 
Coiuluct  of  the  Duke  of  O   e' u  1    r.;:?        ^''"^  fouisXVl. 
.traction  of  rel'  P;^'^^^'"'^-"""!  conduct  of  others-de, 

""t.;S':t^Ljo.;^'^"-^^^"'p  ^^^  «»'^^-  o^'  lieaso,:- 

'"''duoS;- :j;r^-?"^'^'r-^*-  -  i-nc.Lodi;us  e;n. 

Dreadful   conduct  of  Fouclie— H».h,...»    "•         "  .      ' 

haucl.eryofParis,  r      ^    ^."""'"'■^'''^3'  and  de- 

Danciuir  balls  on  Simdai-     ;>.-,.i;  •  ",       " 

1SJ4       .      »""1V--"religious  conduct  of  FraDce  till 

Jtaucres  loth  Au^ustTf  W"'s  ,  ,^S7'mi"T,l;    " 
conduct  of  Petion,  .        y"-'""«^'^>   ^vyj- inhuman 

(Juillotine— UevolutionaryTribunalJl.Tinv"llIP  v.. ,    '■       / 

M„sact„«  Tois^v.^^ji^rrsat'-s''^^^ 
Lr:;Lri'i"5;;::r        "y  '"--^  -c;  Eur:,pe, 

Do.  Ill  Austria,  I'lussia,  .s,,ai„    1>,„,  ,!,■''*     *"•       ' 
time      ..'■' °"'*'''  *«•*'■•  "t  differcM 

n!:^:::!.;':!''^;"  °''c™.ribu,i„i;s,  Re;,„i»iti;„,.  l  :   :   "^'j 

J^xpenchture  ot  the  difl'erent  iuuions  in  war        '        "        '        ^^" 
i\l>|)cndix-Treatie.s  &c  .      * '" '^'"'        "        "■        -        949 
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CAMPAIGN  IN  RUSSIA, 


1812. 


)EFOfiE  entering  into  the  subject  of  the  campaign  in  Russia,  it 
by  not  be  uninteresting,  to  take  a  short  view  of  the  population 
1(1  resources  of  that  Empire;  and  at  the  same  time  to  describe 
shortly  as  possible,  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  climate 
Ith  a  topographical  description  of  those  provinces,  which  af- 
prwards  became  the  seat  of  that  war,  which  recovered  the 
jerty  and  independence  of  Europe. 


POPULATION,  ^c.  OF  THE  RUSSIAN  EMPIRE, 
from  a  Census  taken  by  order  of  the  Empress  Catharine, 

1783. 

EUROPEAN    RUSSIA. 

Government  of  St.  Petersburgh, 367,200 

Archangel, 170,300 

Olonetz, 206,100 

Viborg, 186,500 

Riga, 525,300 

Revel, 4 .....200,000 

*        Moscow, 883,400 

Vh.dimir, 871,050 

Raizan, 869,4<00 

Tula, ,„....,,  876,000 

Yaroslavl, „ .,,..  740,90flF 


Oovcrnment  of  Kaluga,  *  gjo,000 

*^"^^'«"^"' 815,400 

}^J>^SOVOi.U 57-^500 

,     ■' 903,600 

^"M'l 556,200 

Nishnce  Novgorod, 816,200 

^°*'""^tch, j^oj^go^) 

^''"^^"^' 886,000 

^^""'■^1^'' 920,000 

^^''^^' 968,200 

^"|'['"'^' ■• 782,800 

'^' 795,800 

rchernigoff, j^^^^.q 

Xovgorod  Si vei-skoi, 742,  ooo 

■  ■       '"^'■""•'-'"•sk, 802,3(K) 

^y^'^^fi', 578,100 

^'"^"^*^' 620,600 

^^"ShilefF, 662,500 

EkutarinoslafF, 74.4.,550 

'^.""''''^"' 100,000 

^'^'^^'*''*' 817,100 

Cossacks  or  the  Don, 220,000 

ASIATIC    RUSSIA. 

^'''^"'♦"C' 763,300 

^l'""'^' 799,950 

^^^"'^^' 640,700 

^'"^'••**k, 73i^o(j(j 

''^''''■''^^"^' 621,000 

^^"^^' 355,598 

Ivolhyvano, ^•J^^^f^^.,^ 

'^"'^"1«'^' ....511,700 

J':'^"^^^^' • 375,150 

<-aucausus  and  Astrak;iii,  48,350  ^^r 

400  families,  3/200 

l-etwv.n  chtiius  taken  as  liicimmberofits  population.     "  """"  ""    '  == 


•1 


d 


810,000 

815,400 

;377,500 

■ 003,600 

r)56,200 

816,200 

801,600 

886,000 

.'J20,000 

968,200 

• 782,800 

795,800 

741,850 

742,000 

802,300 

578,100 

620,600 

662,500 

744,550 

100,000 

817,100 

220,000 

763,300 

' 799,950 

640,700 

■ 731,000 

624,000 

(i55,598 

170,000 

'.......  514,700 

375,150 

")>    48,350 
s,      3,200 

It  as  it  Is  divided  into  12  i 
iilji.iiiiinjr  both,  the  uiean  | 


Kibitki,  or  tents,  Kalmiics, 
12,250,     *       say 


100,000 


Roving  Hordes, 

Number,  per  notef. 


26,682,490 
.  lj.300,000 
.  4,000,000 


Total  in  1783,         ^J2,182,49S 

Acquired  since: 

From  Tiirkc}',   1791, ;^ 42  70f* 

Poluml,   1793, :: 3,745,'663 

1^0-         1795, 1,467,402 

Subjection  of  Courland, „ <.y^  yo<> 

Conquest,   Finland,  &c 1,000,000 

Cuban, uncertain 

Number,  per  note| 8,000,00a 

Austria,  in  1809, .' 400,000 

Kourieskie  Isles,     7        i 

A 1        ,  •       ,  (   unknown. 

Aleouskie     do.        j 

From  Persia, „ 1,000,000 

Prussia,   1807, 500,000 

Turkey,  1812, 500,000 


Grand  total,     49,166,193 

•   Kihitki,  or  fcntsof  Kalmucs,  of  which  there  are  12, 'ATO:  the  number  here  takc.f 

«  eontan>ed  „,  the^e  is  not  uccnate,  but  is  certainly  within  the  truth,  as  AstrakaT 

the  carntal  ot  this  part,  contams  according  to  the  modern  Cieograj.hy  TO.OlK)  souls  ' 

+    llus  „u,uher  n.cludes.  vjz.  all  nobility,  clergy,  hu.d  as  well  as  sea  forces,  diifer. 

Zu^r?  ^^-'vants;  all  persons  employed  under  g,.vernu.ent  in  any  iu  h 

Mudents  ol  .m.vers.t.es,  academ.es,  seu.inaries  ami  other  schools;  hospitals' of  various 

•snpuons:   a  1  nreg.dar  Uoops.  foreigners  and  .-olouists  or  sc-ttlers  from  vurio  ' 

>a  tons,  an.  Iwluch  were  not  enu.nerated  in  17W,  nor  included  in  .he  sum  of  "J 

m   ho„s      lookeestnnates  these,  inciudingthe  Roviu.-  Hordes,  atnear  .V!-  millioiis^ 

'  mihi^       '.• "  r^-"'^  *"'  "■'*"•  '^'>-'«l"«"l'>'  ^^"-i"  contained  i,!u  7^^ 
Je.ist  ,)'J  indlu;ns  ot  iiiliabitants. 

^ri,/,n  "''''""',•'"■"*•  '"'■"'"  ^'.'■""'  ""^  ''''"*''^'  "  '^  •'"""■"•  *'"'*.  «l""''f,'  IHace,  thi. 
great  nass  wonl.l  mcreasc  at  least  500,000  annually,  l,v.,  take  one  half  as  an  .  W 
ance  tor  the  waste  of  war  and  other  causes,  and  allowing  hor  late.l-  u   it t.t^o    H^ 
— am  tetr  original  nun.bers.  there  wdl  retnaiu  -^^^OO  of  a.^  Im^u:    "  ^^^^ 

ThiSfo    the/'r''  T"  ''.'"'■  '^T'•'y  "*-'"'  """'""*•    "'"'""l  «»-vi"g  -v 
mmg  tor  the  vast  numbers  who  son  od  in  Pi.c^in  A.,~:n„  .),.,  i.,, ,.      ..."    .   • 

•i-  Cutiiarinc  from  all  nations. ""  ^  ^  ""'  ^"■'''  "^  '^^  '"** 


'.M 


Asiatic  Russia,  a  country  much  larger  than  all  Europe 
coutauis,  according  to  the  above  enumeration,  only  five  millions 
ot  nihabitants;  and  all  these,  with  the  exception  of  the  three 
governments  of  Tobolsk,  Irkutsk  and  Kolhyvane,  (tor^ether 
larger  than  all  Europe,  but  containing  o.ily  1,059,850  inhabi- 
tants) are  all  immediately  adjoining  the  European  provinces- 
trom  600  to  900  miles  from  Petersburg!,,  and  from  JVIoscow,' 
the  ancient  capital,  the  most  distant  is  only  about  550  miles. 

Russia,  .in  1763,  contained  20  millions  with  the  above  men- 
fioned  exceptions,  and,  in  1783,  about  26  millions,  being  an  in- 
crease ol  SIX  millions  in  20  years,  notwithstanding  the  bloody 
wars  during  that  period;  and  her  increase  was  in  the  same  pro- 
portion for  the  20  years  preceding  1 763, 

European  Russia,   properly   so  called,    contains  1,200,000 
square  miles,  and  from  the  preceding  enumeration,  about  36 
millions  of  inhabitants,  or  30  to  a  square  mile— its  breadth, 
from  West  to  East,  is  1000  English  miles,  and  length  from  N. 
to  South  1600;  and,  including  Asiatic  Russia,  from  Riga  on 
the  West  to  the  confines  of  America  on  the  East,  it  is  9200 
mUes,  extending  in  these  latitudes  over  half  the  circumference  of 
lliis  globe;  and  from  the  shores  of  the  Caspian  and  Black  Seas 
on  the  South  to  the  Frozen  Ocean  on  the  North,  the  breadth 
of  the  Empire  is  2400  miles.     Its  southern  boundary  extends 
along  the  following  nations  and  seas,    viz.  Prussia,    Austria, 
Turkey  in  Europe,  the  black  Sea,  and  Sea  of  Azoff'in  Europe, 
and  Turkey  in  Asia,  Persia,  the  Caspian  Sea,  Tartary,  and 
those  extensive  Countries  North  of  Hindostan,  and  along  the 
whole  Chinese  Empire,  to  the  Sea  of  Japan,  in  Asia. 


The  Russian  Army  in  ng*  consisted  of 
8  Divisions  of  50,000  men  eacli 
Artillery  -  .  . 

4  Regts.  Foot  and  one  Regt.  Horse  Guards 
Cossacks,  Calmucs,  &c.  irregular  troops 
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I    To  u  Inch  may  be  added  200,000  Militia,  all  of  which  have  been 
nuich  augmented  of  late  years. 

4 

The  Russian  Navy  in  1 TP*  consisted  of 

Line.  Fri<rates.    Gallics. 
In  the  Baltic              -             40  \c,  400 

In  the  Euxine  -  g  22  200 

In  the  Caspian  -  0  3       6  corvettes, 

and  many  other  smaller  vessels. 

The  Cossacks,  from  their  particular  qualities,  form  a  most 
effective  part  of  the  Russian  army.     The  character  of  this  gal- 
lant people  has  been  most  grossly  misrepresented,  and  very  much 
misunderstood.     They  have  been  represented  as  barbarians  of 
the  rudest  kind;  the  reverse  of  this  is  the  case.     It  is  true  they 
cannot  boast  great  refinement  in  education,  but  the  virtues  of 
social  life  they  possess  in  a  great  degree.     In  peace  the  Cossack 
is  gentle,  hospitable  and  humane;  in  war  alone  he  is  terrible  to 
his  enemy,  and,  in  a  protracted  mode  of  it,  particularly  so. 
With  a  patience  which  no  difficulties  can  deter,  no  dangers  appal, 
he  watches  every  motion,  and  traces  every  movement;  is  every 
where  to  be  found,  and  met  with  when  least  expected;  his  attacks 
are  irregular,  incessant,  and  destructive.     His  horse,  partaking 
of  the  character  of  his  master,  is  a  spirited  and  indefatigable 
animal,  and  perhaps  no  creature  of  its  kind  lives  upon  less  or 
coarser  food  than  it  does.     With  the  bridle  of  this  faithfid  ser- 
vant bound  round  his  arm,  the  whole  of  whose  food  perhaps  is 
the  moss,  or  what  scanty  vegetation  may  be  within  its  reach,  the 
Cossack  takes  his  repose,  with  the  cold  earth  for  his  bed,  and 
the  canopy  of  heaven  for  his  covering,  both  alike  unfeelinir  of 
iatigue,  and  insensible  of  fear. 

Russia  has  no  National  debt;  and,  in  peace,  the  revenues 
considerably  exceed  her  expenditure. 

The  revenue  of  Russia  may  be  taken  at  50,000,000  roubles, 
or  rfIO,000,000  sterling;    and    her   expenditure   38,000,000 
roubles;    of  which  6,000,000  roubles  is   for  the   army,  and 
1^500,000  tor  the  navy;  all  other  ordinary  expences  3,505,000 
j:icr  loreign  commerge  is  very  considerable  with  niostnaUons  of 
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when  it  is  known,  that  the  mountains  where  it  takes  its  rise  arc? 
computed  not  to  exceed  1,200  feet  in  height  above  the  h-vcl  of 
the  sea,  and  thereby  giving  only  about  3- iths  of  an  inch  per 
mile  for  a  descent.     The  ucrt  is  the  Dnieper,  or  ancient  Ho- 
rysthenes,  which,  after  a  course  of  ICOO  miles  through  rich  and 
fertile  provinces,  falls  into  the  Euxine,  or  Black  Sea.     The 
Don,  or  ancient  Tanais,  after  running  a  cou.je  of  abiut  800 
jnik^,  falls  into  the  Sea  of  Azoff,  a  branch  of  the  Euxine.   The 
I  Niester  also  fldh,  into  the  Euxine  after  a  course  of  about  600 
I  nules.     The  Dwiiia  in  the  North  foils  into  the  Frozen  Ocean 
I  at  Archangel,  after  a  .course  of  about  500  miles;  and  the  Duna 
■    or  l>wina,  of  equal  length  in  the  South,  falls  into  the  Baltic  at 
Riga.     There  are,  besi     s,  many  other  streams  of  great  ma^r- 
nitude,  but  inferior  note.  ° 

In  Asiatic  Russia,  there  is  still  more  important  streams. 
The  Ob,  which  falls  into  the  Frozen  Ocean,  run.  over  a  course 
of  about  1900  miles;  and  the  Yenissei  and  Lena,  arc  rivers  of 
not  much  inferior  length,  and  perhaps  equal  magnitude,  theso 
tivers  also  fall  into  the  Frozen  Ocean. 

It  is  along  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  in  European  Russia,  that  the 
most  fcrtde  and  populous  provhices  of  this  great  empire  are  situut- 
otl;  and  placed  as  they  are  between  44°  and  58°  lat.  they  enjoy 
a  good  climate  for  every  purpose  of  agriculture  and  commerce. 
From  the  banks  of  the  Niemen  to  Petersburg!,,  a  distanccof 
nearly  650  mdes,  there  is  no  towns  of  any  note  but  Riga  and 
Revel,  upon  the  Baltic,  at  equal  distances  in  the  above  spacc- 
the  country  is  barren,  marshy  and  full  of  lakes,  and  could  easily 
be  rendered  a  complete  desert  by  a  retreating  army,  with  very 
little  loss  to  its  inhabitants. 

From  Kowno,  where  the  centre  of  the  French  army  crossed 
the  Niemen  to  Wilna,  is  about  90  milcs-from  Wilna  to  Pe- 
tersburg!,, h,  a  direct  line,  500  miles-from  Wii,;a  to  Moscow, 
590  nules-ft-om  Moscow  to  Petersburgh,  490  miles-froiu 
VViina  to  Riga,  170  miles-from  Riga  to  Petersburgh,  368 
inhes-and  from  Riga  to  Moscow,  710  milcs-from  Wilna  to 
1  olotsk,  on  the  Dwina,  near  170  n,iles-ft-om  Polotski  to  Rigg. 
'.own  tnat  river,  about  200  n,ile.^— from  Polotski  to  Peters- 
bnrgh,  320  miles,  and  to  Moscow  360  miles. 
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rVom  the  latlfmlo  .,f  .W»  tho  cli.natc  „f  n,„.ia  /,  ^^cv^^iv. 
y  "cvoro       About   WtcvsUurirU,  tho  snow  ronnucucrs  in  tl,- 
attor  nul  ot  Scyt.n.hcr  and  a,»,i„nos  till   M,,,  <luri„.  whirl, 
Un.e  the  frost  .h  n,mt  int.UKO.     Only  two  months  in  th.  year 
arc  rcckoncl  to  be  co.nplolely  llee  IVou,  snow.     At  Ostioni  in 
tho  Covermnent  of  Vologda,  sitnate  in  61°,  thecohl  is  so.roat, 
that  on   the  4th  Noven.ber,  178(,-,  the  <,uieksilvor  fVo.e  h,  (hd 
opn.  an-  .n  n  coJ.I  of-iO'"  of  lleann.or.     On  the  7th  of  Deeotn- 
1" 'N   ^\if  even  to  60°,  the  <,uickMivor  freezing  to  a  solid  n.a^s 
on  wh,eh  .even.l  strokes  of  a  hanuner  w.-re  strnek  helore  an; 
pun  fell  on.     On  an  average  of  10  years,  acconh-ng  to  an  ac^ 
c..ra  e  ac-eount  kc,,t  by  the  Acaclen.y  of  Seienees  at  Peters- 
burglj,  there  are  during  the  year,  1)7  l,right  days,  *)'<  dondv 
»n  nuny,  and  7.  snowy.     The  gronnd  is  L.en  d.inng  S; 
to  the  depth  of  2  and  2 1  feet,  and  the  iee  npon  the  Xev.:  is  ofr    . 

Jt  "o ''"'  "^''r,"-'  "m?'"  ""^  ^'"'f^''"  ^--""^  ^'"^^  '''^'t-'^'  «'»• 

while  T      '•  T"^      '  ."■'''  '■""'^^^'  "^  ''^"^^'''-l  -"1  (-'•'•'-'>■  = 
Mhde    Jaunda  and  other  southern  parts  fron.  lat.  50°  to  rr 

are  blessed  w.th  all  the  warmth  and  h.xtniancc  of  tho  southern 

-n.e  grand  population  of  Russia  Is  Slavonic.  The  Sl-ncn. 
form  an  exteasive  original  race  of  vnaukind,  radically  distinct 
from  the  Goths  on  the  one  hand,  who,  as  possessing  he  dm 
tnes  more  to  the  we.t,  must  have  prece<led  the  ShnC.ns  in  tl  • 
passage  from  Asm  into  Europe,  an<l  equally  distinguishable  in 
J-guage,  person,  and  n^anners  fron.  the  Tartars?  and  oth  r 
nations  on  tho  east.  They  are  the  Sarmat^o  of  the  ancients 
and^  were   ever  remarkable  f-r  their  personal  elegance  I' 

Tlje  soil  is  of  course  extremely  diverse,  from  the  chillh,.. 
annrshes  winch  border  the  M^hite  and  Fro.en  8eas,  to  the  ^ 
.nd  fer  de  plams  on  the  Volga.     The  most  fertil    is  th  t  le 

twecn  tJ,e  Don  and  the  V.Iga,  fron.  X'oronet.  to  8inba. 

consustn.g  of  a  black  monld.trongly  impregnate<l  with  saltpetr  ,' 

in  dns      Th"         "      '""  "'"•""''"  ^'y'^''  ^^  ^^^^'^^  - 
mams.     The  great  extent  of  arable  land  might  be  much  ex- 
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t.nded,  if  indtisi. v  werr  more  dimised.     The  produce  of  Li- 
vonia and  Ksthoniu  is  from  8  to  10  fold,  nnd  the  same  is  .reno- 
niliy  the  harvest  on  the  rich  plains  by  the  Don,  which  are  never 
manured,  being  apt  to  swell  the  corn  into  too  much  luxuriance. 
I'listurage  Is  so  abrnidant  tliat  the  meadows  are  scarcely  noticed,' 
Iherefore  artificial   grasses  hardly  known.       In  s(,me  of  the 
steppes,  or  plains,  the  grass  attains  the  height  of  a  man,  and  is 
seldom  nu.wn.     The  annual  burning  of  this  grass,  «s  j)ractised 
ill  ancient  times,  may  have  jirmluced  that  rich  black  mould  so 
abundant  in  some  large  regions  of  this  empire. 

Muropean   Hussiu  has  lew  mo.mtains,  though   those  paits 
winch  send  out  the  largo  rivers  Volga,  Dnieper  and  Dwina 
must  be  considerably  elevale<l.     This  elevated  range  extending 
through  part  of  the  provinces  of  Smolensk,  Polotsk,  Pskov 
Twer,  and  Novgorod,  is  called  the  Valday  mountains,  from  the 
tr)wn  and  lake  of  Valday,  situated  on  the  ridge,  but  by  the  na- 
tives Phesokaya  I>lostchude,  or  elevated  ground.    In  this  quarter 
the  ground  is  strewed  with  masses  of  granite,  but  tlic  hills  are 
chiefly  marl,  sand  and  clay;  and,  what  arc  called  the  mountains 
of  \  alday,  seem  to  be  a  high  table  land,  interspersed  with 
masses  of  red  and  grey  granite,  hornblende,  shorl  and  steatites- 
near  Valday  is  tl  e  highest  of  the  range.     The  hills,  lakes,  and 
groves  are  beautiful,  and  there  is  an  island  with  a  noble  mo- 
nastery.    Some  suppose  the  uplands  of  Valdny  to  be  an  exten- 
sion of  the  mountains  of  Olonetz,  passing  between  the  lake 
Onega  and  Ladoga,  and  afterwards  between  those  of  Union  and 
Sihgor,  which  is  the  chief  ridge;  yet  the  greatest  height  is  sup- 
posed not  to  exceed  laOO  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  there- 
by giving  a  striking  idea  of  the  gentlen(>8s  of  the  current  of  the 
rivers  issuing  from  them-the  Volga  running  a  course  of  1700 
luiles,  juid,  H.eludinj.-  its  various  turnings  and  windings,  perhaps 

J' rom  the  \'alday  tovards  the  South,  scarce  a  mountain  ap- 
poars;  but,  passing  rho  steppe  of  the  Dnieper,  an  arid  j.lain, 
witii  suit  lakes,  which  indicates  the  extent  of  the  Euxine  at  re- 
mote periods,  wo  arrive  at  the  mountains  of  Taurida,  which  are 
rather  romantic  than  louiurkablc  for  their  l.ci.rht.  South  of 
tins  chain  upon  the  shores  of  the  Euxine,  are  beautiful  vales. 
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producing  the  olive,  ^g,  pomegranate  and  laurel,  while  the  ar- 
butus adorns  the  Icepest  cliffs  with  its  red  bark  and  foliage  of 
perpetual  green.  In  this  natural  orchard  the  vine  also  abounds 
and  tl^  numerous  flocks  of  sheep  and  goats  (some  of  the  Tartars 
have  from  1000  to  50,000)  bounding  from  rock  to  rock  and 
feeding  on  the  hills,  joined  to  the  simple  manners  and  .rood 
humour  of  the  Tartar  inhabitants,  render  the  scene  most  de- 
Jightfui. 

In  European  Russia  the  forests  are  so  numerous  that  it  would 
be  m  vam  to  enumerate  them.     Tlie  elevated  range  of  the  Val- 
Uay  mountains  may  be  looked  upon  as  one  continued  one- 
that  of  Volkoskoi,  on  the  road  through  them,  from  Petersburgh 
to   Moscow,  IS  about   150  miles  in  length;  it  consists  of  oak, 
beech    mountain  ash,  poplar,  pines  and  firs,  mingled  tooetlier 
m  endless  variety.     There  are  others  between  Vlademir  and 
Arzomas.     Farther  south,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  forest  of 
sun  greater  extent,  and  probably,  the  Riphean  forest  of  anti- 
quity.     Ihe  trees  of  most  use  and  most  abundant  are  the  fir 
the  Scotch  pme,  the  yew  leaved  fir  anil  the  larch,  all  of  which' 
growing  together  Ibrm  these  amazing  forests,  which  supply  the 
rest  of  Europe  with  masts,  deals,  pitch  and  tar;  and  it  is  from 
tho*e  forests,  on  the  Valday  chain  towards  the  province  of  Smo- 
lensk,  are  brought  the  masts,  &c.  exported  from  Riga,  and 
which  are  brought  from  the  Dnieper  to  the  Dwina,  which  ap- 
proach  each  otlier  very  near  between  Smolensk  and  Polotski, 
and  floated  down  the  latter  stream  *. 

The  breed  of  horses  in  many  parts  of  the  Empire,  are  large, 
.irong  and  beautiful.  At  Archangel  are  found  small  poilel 
l.ke  those  of  the  North  of  Britain.  The  steeds  of  Lithuania 
are  noted  for  strength,  and  those  of  Livonia  for  speed.  The 
.pint  and  beauty  of  the  Tartarian  horse  is  well  known,  and 
liese  have  been  much  improved  by  the  introduction  of  the 
i  urkish  and  Arabian  breed. 

Even  the  country  about  Archangel,  in  the  lat.  of  65°,  is  fa- 
mous for  excellent  pasturage,  and  fine  cattle;  but  the  summer      . 
IS  very  short,  and  the  winter  severe. 

•  For  several  observations  In  the  tv.o  lasf  r,a.,n.    T  -„  i„,ipi,t«1  -  >U  ,     ^     u, 
pjstem  91  Oeogrnphy,  by  Mr.  llnkcrton.      '  '^"'°~'  *        '""eMea  <■»  that  vaiuablf^ 
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•  In  the  Nr)rth,  rye  is  generally  cultivated;  but  in  the  middle 
and  Southern  provinces  wheat;  in  the  Government  of  Ekatar- 
inoslaf,  the  Aniautan  wheat  is  beautiful,  and  the  return  15  fold; 
barley  is  a  general  produce,  and  as  well  as  oats,  is  converted  in- 
to meal;  Moscow  produces  asparagus,  and  sugar  melons  abound 
near  the  Don  and  V^olga;  apples  and  pears  are  found  as  far 
North  as  49°,  and  plumbs  and  cherries  extend  to  55°;  what  is 
called  the  kerfskoi  apple  often  weighs  four  lbs.  and  will  keep  a 
long  while. 

fcjamogltia  is  the  first  province  after  passing  the  Niemen  at 
Tilsit,  and  formed  part  of  ancient  Poland.  It  is  about  1 50 
miles  in  length  by  90  in  breadth.  Bounded  on  the  S.  by  the 
Niemen,  on  the  W.  by  the  Baltic,  on  the  N.  by  Courland,  and 
E.  by  Lithuania.  The  country  is  woody,  and  Ir.s  many  fertile 
spots:  the  meadows  feed  abundance  of  cattle,  and  the  horses  are 
particularly  excellent;  bees  are  abundant,  and  large  ouantities 
of  wax  and  honey  are  collected;  the  woods  abound  with  bears 
and  elks.     Chief  towns  Rossiena  and  Midniki. 

Courland,  including  Semigallia,  is  a  large  province,  bounded 
W.  by  the  Baltic,   N.  and  E.  by  the  gulph  of  Riga  and  the 
Dwina,  and  S.  by  Samogltia.     The  chief  towns  are  Goldingen, 
Windau,  Libau,  Groben,  and  Landaw;  none  of  which  are  ex- 
tensive.    The  country  is  level  and  fertile,  bears  good  corn,  and 
great  quantities  of  excellent  flax.     The  woods  are  numerous, 
and  abound  in  bears,  wolves  and  elks.     Length  200  miles,  and 
breadth  from  30  to  10  miles. 
Lithuania  to  the  eastward,  of  which  Wilna  is  the  capital,  is 
:  a  large  and  important  province,  boundetl  N.  by  the  Dwina,  E. 
by  a  line  drawn  from  Polotsk  on  that  river,  south  to  a  branch  of 
J  the  Dnieper,  west  of  the  government  of  Mogilhev,  and  thence 
I  down  that  river  to  the  confines  of  Volhynia.     This  countiy  is 
level,  and  produces  a  good  deal  of  corn  and  honey;  it  has  numer- 
ous lakes  and  forests;  the  meadows  are  fertile,  and  feed  numerous 
flocks  and  herds;  the  forests  abound  with  bears,  wolves,  wild 
boars,  buffaloes,  deer,  &c.     But  notwithstanding  the  land  is 
so  fertHe,  agricnltme  is  nmch  neglected,  and  the  most  fertile 

spots  lie  waste:   thf»  liivnvvmt  r>«i«<"r"°  J-  *' ' '= ^ 

fleeted  till  Uie  grass  rot  on  the  ground.     This  province  lies 


'1"1  »'«>  the  «o,crn,„on„  „f  Uig„  „„,,  „^„,.     .j,,  ;'^;  ' 
tl.     S.,ver„„,e,„  „f  lli„„,  „,„•,,,  «  „  p,„vi„co  of  J,    '  ll;  b 

-  ™,  be,„,,  ,.bo,,.  ,«o  .„n«  i,u4,.  „„,  ,  J^   ':* 

ly  ol  fc.,.l,le  »„,1,  „.|,i.l,  yield,  ,1,0  i„l,abi,a„.s  nlcev    I  Tr  ." 
)»lm„„ts  export  c„,«id.T,>l,lc  q„a„,i,ies  „(■  rye  and  b,rl  J     ; 

»om  j(),00O.      J  Ins  province  lies  from  57°  to  59°  N  ].,t 
K,n-el  ,s  s.tuatod  to  the  N.  of  th.  govcrmnent  of  Ri„;  tund 
-1  by  ,t  on  the  S.  by  the  Gnlph  of  F/nland  on  the  W   an     M 

cfnct  to«  n  1.  Hovel,  about  1 70  miles  from  PetersburLrh      T^  1 

im  iiLtt.     I  opulation  about  ^s  onn      t>„„  i  •    j-  „ 

l'-I>..I.,b,the,....^-f^2^^^^^ 

Keturmng  to  the  S.  on  the  N.  bank  of  the  Duna  a       E';f 
Itiga,  i«  the  government  of  Polotski,  in  length  160  an  H       V 
<>0  miles,  iHmndcd  N  W    l„r  .i  " '"'2*'*  ^^O,  and  breadth 

I     n  7        ..   ,  '^>  "'^  government  of  Piff-i    IV   v 

'.V  Pskov,  S.  E.  by  Sn.olenski,  and  S.  W  bv  iL,  \ 

lotsk  is  the  capital,  distant  200  miles  fi.!' rC??'  /" 
IVtersbirr.rK      If.      -i     i-  ^*'o"'  ^"'•^  320  from 

Next  to  P„l,„  t  ^""'S''  ¥  titegrmt  roa,/,  4S0  miles. 
-■■"■<nt,.M.....,l  ti.cla,gc.lai<,,„f  Tcb„<i,koi,„r  M„„,u;,,     ^ 
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in  length  about  74  miles,  and  breadth  about  24      The  riv 
ViHki  enters  it  from  the  E.    The  face  of  the  country  of  this  -'ml 
the  other  jn-ovmccs  has  already  been  enimieratwl  in  the  avne 
ral  observations  below.     Dunaburgh  is  a  town  of  considcrabh. 
strength,  situate  upon  the  Dwina,  with  a  ,>opulation  of  about 
.5000  mhab.tants,  distance  from  Petersburg],  by  the  only  road. 
420  miles,  and  from  Moscow  nearly  tlie  same 

Next  in  the  road  to  Petcrsburgh  is  theViovernment  of  Xov. 
igoroj,  ,„  length  about  .20  miles  and  breadth  160.     Novgorod 
.is  the  capital,  about  12G  miles  «.  E.  from  Petersbur^d,    n'ml  n 
b..t  360  N.W.  of  Moscow.     This  is  oneof  J^^; ^^ 
cities  in  the  Empire,  and  at  one  time  is  «.,i,l  f^  i 

ly  about  12,000.     In  d,i,,  governmon.  i,  ,i,„„.i  he  l,.ke  In,™ 

-M.  >J  thegulph  ot  I,dan<l,  the.  govcrnmcnl  of  Vibor,;,  bko 
Ladoga,  mid  the  provncc  of  OInnof,  «  i^  i     ^-  ^ 

Pskov,  „„.l  W.  l^tl,og„rpho."FW  *;i      ''f.^T'"™''  ^"^  ••-' 
it.  ciromfcrcnco.     It  h^  ™r^  11  "  "^^  ""'  ""'^ 

l.a»  a  ™ld  bleak  ohti'l  T  :  , S'  '\  ''"'  ''■■'''''''  ""' 
Harghisthccapitaloftl.LgovZ^t^r"'''"-  '^'T 
.^^H,pia,.  eaU  it  the  ,.L„,  rd^ri'^i::;,  ^ ! 
1  otorsbarg  ,  comam.  al»„t  ,00,000  inhabitant.,  and  i  L  " 
l-.ngwo,-k„l  the  last  cont„,.j-in  .l.o,nidstor  Vo"™  'X 
<...ly  a  few  huts  of  fishernten  oecupiod  the  place  >"t,^ 

bounded  N.  by  Polotski   N   F   K     c      T     ,  "-'"'*^''    ^'''"^'»    '« 
■.,.,1  W  k     '?/ ^'«.^*''"»  ^-  i^.  by  Smolensk,  S.  by  Tchcniiirov 

'"  Lxuemit^^.     Mosfilhov  IS  the  nni>..l    ,.  i.      i 
commercial  town  on  »L  n  •  ,  ^"P"'«''  'i  liandsomo 

1-i.u  rown  on  tJie  Dnieper,  where  a  con-i^le-sb'rtr,  ■    • 
carried  on       M,w,;ii.      •     c     '   ^  * '-^"-'••'•abiC-trauc  is 
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Beyond  this  is  tho  government  of  Smolensk,   180  nulc,  in 

ongth,   by  160  in  breadth,  bounded  N.  E.  by  Moscow    S   r 

by  Kah,g.,  W.  by  Mogilhev  and  Polotski,  an'd   N  T'  t^ 

.Smolensk  js  the  capital,  distant  from  Moscow,   050  n,iles      'i 

e  ersb..rgh  4.H,  wiU.  a  population  of  about  8^00  h .h^^L      ' 

It  IS  bmlt  on  two  hills,  with  a  valley  and  tho   river  Z 

15  thick,  the  lower  of  stone,  and  the  upper  of  bH.L-       1 
Mow  the  course  of  the  hills,  and  .nclosoT::!,  ^;  ^^ 
The  houses  are  n^ostly  built  of  wood,  and  the  principal  a    i: 
of  trade  are,  flax    hemp,  timber,,  masts,  planks,  honey    wax 
ho^'jis  bristles,  and  Siberian  furs.  ""ey,  wax, 

tmk's,  breadth  from  30  to  90      K-.hum  :    .u       «.  '  ""°"^  ^*0 

;^theriv.rocca,atribut:jst:::::i:;:trj^^ 

lat-on  ,3  about  1.5,000.     Kaluga  is,  from  Petersbu  .h,  ^Se 
Sreat  road,  5i)5  miles,  from  Moscow  I05.  ^ 

North  east  from  it  is  the  Government  of  Moscow    i„  lo..*h 
about  100  miles,  and  breadth  92,  bounds,  N.      d  N   wt 

Vladnnr.     Moscow  ,s  the  capital  of  this  province  and  of  the 
^.  hole  Lmp.re  and  contains  about  200.000  inhabitants.     It  do 
r.ves  us  name  from  the  river  Moskva,  a  branch  of  the  Occa  on 
which  n  .s  situate,  and  wa.,  founded  about  1 156.     It       clT 
putcd  there  are  1600  churches  i„  this  city;  among  wh-.;: 
11  cathech-als  and  271  parish  churches.     Moscow  is  remark 
able  or  the  mmiber  and  size  of  its  bells,  particularly  one  pre 
^semed  by  the  Empress'Anne.  weighing  480,000  Ibs."^         ^ 
Northward,  on  the  road  to  Petr.sburr'i  i^  thr,  r 

of  Tv„  ,„„„a«,  N. .,  N..,„,.«,  ^:^^z^ 

mir,  S.  by  Moscow  and  Smolensk,  „,„!  w  Iw  P.l,„      •    i 
•bom  ,80  mile  and  broad,!,  100     tr.fc^HU:  "'""*'' 

p..ia,i„„  of a„„„e  ,,,000.  »nd,-.„,,,aeoof:^:'  ,,rr; 

commerce,  from  i«  si.™,/.,,,  ,.,  „„  „,„fl,„  „f  I  t,„ 
the  Volga,  along  which  arc  convcve,!  „ll  „,„.,|.  ..„.,  '-  T 
»cnt  by  water  trom  Sibena  and  the  southern  provinces  from 


PftCl 
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Smolensk,  180  miles  in 
^.  E.  by  Moscow,   S.  E. 
tski,   and   N.    by  I've,' 
Moscow,  2.50  miles  and 
about  8000  inhabitants, 
imd  the   river  Dnieper 
walls  30  feet  high  and 
upper  of  brick,  which 
se  a  considerable  space. 
Ill  the  principal  article* 
»  planks,  honey,   wax, 

Moscow,  is  the  govcrn- 
v,  E.  by  Moscow  and 
:;  in  length  about  140 
s  the  capital,  situated 
the  Wolga;  the  popu- 
Petcrsburgh,  by  the 

)f  Moscow,  in  len^Tth 
le<l  N.  and  N.  W.\ 
intl  Tula,  and  E.  by 
province  and  of  the 
)  inhabitants.     It  dc- 

anchofthoOcca,  on 
It  1156.  Jt  is  com- 
y;  among  which  are 
Moscow  is  remark- 
particularly  one  prc- 
3,000  lbs. 

»  is  the  Government 
i'a:-oslavl  and  Vladi- 
hy  Pskov;  in  length 
le  capital,  has  a  po- 
»f  very  considerable 
of  the  Tvcrza  and 
•  •"  .i!Ki  iJiviciiaiiuise 
rn  provinces  from 
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jMos'-ow.     Tver  is  from  Petcrsburgh,  by  the  great  road,  380 
miles,  li-oni  Moscow  107. 

'    ^^  olhynia  is  a  Palatinate  of  Poland,  south  of  the  river  Pripez, 
•nd  west  of  Kiov,  about  180  miles  in  length,  and  from  80  to 
120  in  breadth.     It  is  extremely  fertile,  producing  its  inhabi-" 
tants  a  large  surplus  of  grain.     Rosemary,  asparagus,  &c.  grow 
Wild  in  the  woods,  equal  to  any  in  gardens.   It  is  a  level  country 
Kiov  is  also  a  Palatinate  of  Poland,  under  the  dominion' 
of  Russia,  bounded  N.  and  N.  E.  by  Tchernigov,  S.  E.  by 
|:katannoslaf;  S.  W.  by  Volhynia;  in  length*  about  148  miles 
:  pnd  breadth  64.     Kiov  is  the  capital,  situated  upon  the  DniepI 
er,  here  a  very  large  river.     It  is  formed  of  three  towns,  viz 
the  Castle  of  Petshersky,  with  its  suburbs,  the  old  town  of 
•JCiov,  and  the  town  of  Polios,  which  lies  below  the  latter      l>o 
jjulation  about  16,000.      Kiov  is,  from   Petcrsburgh  by  the 
great  road,  lOCO  miles,  from  Moscow  576. 
,.    These  parts  of  Poland   and  European  Russia,  arc  all  in- 
i^rsected  with  numerous  rivers,  such  as  the  Niemen,  Pripez 
^una,  Narowa,  Neva,  Tvertzo,  Vclga,  Occaand  Dnieper,  with 
liheir  numerous  tributary  streams,  and  others  of  lesser  note 
The  roads  m  Russia  are  few  and  extremely  bad.     Indeed 
:h^_s  ,s  easdy  accounted  for,  as  they  are  not  much  used;    the 
^  mncipal  and-  most  expeditious  mode  of  travelling,   bein^  on 
fledges  upon  the  snow  during  three-fourths  of  the  year;  and  in 
f  he  more  southern  parts,  newly  acquired,  little  has  been  done 
|o  remove  this  inconvenience;  hence  the  insuperable  difficulties 
|tteudmg  the  carriage  of  artillery,  and  the  heavy  baggage  of 
|ai-ge  armies  ni  such  a  country,  three-fburths  of  the  year  bm-ied 
Mn  snow,  and,  during  the  remainder,  they  sink  in  the  mud  and 
.ami  ot  these  vast  and  extensive  plains,  or  are  entangled  m 
dmos  impenetrable  forest.     From  the  banks  of  the  jfemen, 

tnd^  /"'  Zr!"'^"^  '"'^^  «"^^  ^y  ^'g"  ^°  Petersbui^h, 
«ml  one  from  Wdna  to  Minsk,  Smolensk,  and  thence  to 
Mc.cow;  or,  from  the  former  place,  to  Polotsk  on  the  Dw.na 
to  Smolensk,  and  thence  to  Moscow,  but  both  bad,  and  o2 
}'-«able  tor  artillery  in  very  dry  weather.  ^ 

1  ttersburgh  or  Moscow,  and  over  the  bleak  chain  of  the  Valdav 

«  1 
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mountains,  covoml  witl,  st.ch  forests,  and  intorscclcd  with  in,u, 
menible  branches  of  sucli  vast  rivers. 

^    Supposing,  that  the  l-^ench  anny  continued  to  extend  itsc^ 
m  a  hno  ot  equal  length  to  that  which  it  did  when  the  eont-s 
began    (about  180  miles)  and  supposing  it  did,  and  that  it  wa' 
possible  It  could  sweep  along  the  slu.rcs  of  the  Daltic  in  ,, 
CMjual  k-eadth   to   Petersln.rgh,   it  would   then  only  s/drt  th 
edge  of  I  „ss,a  in  her  least  populous  parts;  and  though  s|. 
flight  be  deprived  of  her  ports  in  the  Baltic,  ol"  -neat  us  •  , 
jor,  they  would  cease  to  be  so  to  Bonaparte,  fron,  the  hostilitv . 
l.e  Bn  ish  navy;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  allowing  he  puslu, 
forward  w.th  this  imposing  and  extcTuled  line  to  Moscow   I 
was  plan,  he  must  in  doing  so  leave  the  shores  of  the   Bait, 
Jiear  300  miles  ou  his  one  hand,  and  some  of  the  most  pop. 
lous  and  nnldest  provinces  of  the  Russian  Empire,  viz.  KiL 
Ichenugov    Novgorod,  Siver.koi,  Koursk,  Chnrkof,  Ekatari,,. 
oslat    am     faurida,   as  much  on  the  other  hand,   while  th,K 
crti  e  and  populous  provinces,  the  strength  of  Russia,  wonl, 
1  c  St.]    beyond  lum,  eastward  to  the  valley  of  the  V<,l..a.  ,],.. 
th.re  he  would  be  removed  nearly  600  miles  further  IVom  I,", 
s"pphc^;  and,  together  with  a  Ibnnidable  force  in  front,  woul, 
Have  the   Russian  armies  li'om  the  Danube  and  the  soutlur 
provmces  o  the  empire,  and  those  fron.  the  shores  of  the  B, 
tic,  on  his  flanks  and  in  his  rear-which  would  necessarily  n'l,' 
der  Ins  scheme  a  desperate  and  uncertain  undertaking;  a'nd 
Kussia  had  determined,  for  the  moment,  to  sacrihVe  mud^ 
K^ther  than  render  the  whole  dependent;  and  ii"  Fronc!.  cr, 
nmg  and  duplicity  did  not  once  more  induce  her  to  sheath  lie'. 
sword,   :t  was  obvious  that  slie  could  scarcelv  fail  to  coium,.., 
and  arrest  the  career  of  that  insatiable  and)iti;n  which  thLi' 
cned  the  su  ,,ugation  of  the  civilised  world.     Her  country  w. 
well  auapted  for  a  protracted  warfurc,  her  population  less  co„. 
tammated  with  those  baneful  principle.,  which  had  taught  tl, 
o  her  nations  of  Europe  that  any  other  government  and  autl.. 
nty  was  better  than  their  ovv.,,  an<l  which  had  done  more  tl,. 
the  power  of  Trance  to  lay  Europe  prostrate  befbre  them.     If. 
fore  Russia  was  ctjual  in  strength  and  civilization  to  wh-.t  '■ 
at  this  tmic  was,  none  ever  attacked  her  with  imptnnty,  or  cnn,| 
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nd  intorscclcil  with  iiim, 

ontinucd  to  cxtciul  itst' 
>  it  did  wlioii  the  contw; 
^  it  did,  and  that  it  wa 
)rrs  of  the  Bnltic  in  iii: 
ukl   then   ohIi/  alcirf.   tlit 
i  pjirts;  and  thotitrli  slm 
Baltic,  of  <rrcat  iiso  ti 
arte,  from  thohostihfyr; 
nd,  aMowiiig  ho  puslut 
ded  h'ne  to  Moscow,  i 
lie  sliorcs  of  tlie   ]3a!ti 
ume  of  tlie  most  popu 
ian  Empire,  viz.  Kiov 
rsic,  Charkof,  Ekatarin- 
itlier  hand,  while  tlio^ 
'ngth  of  Russia,  woul, 
illey  of  the  Volga;  llis 
miles  further  from  1|. 

10  force  in  front,  wonl, 
nubo  and  the  souther 

I  the  sliorcs  of  the  \K 
would  necessarily  vv\, 

11  nndcrtaking;  and, 
lit,  to  sacrifice  imuli 
It;  and  if  Frencli  tiiii 
(luce  hci-  to  sheath  In;  j 
arccly  fail  to  concjnci, 
inbition  whicli  tlirciil- 
Id.  Her  cotnitry  «> 
T  population  less  con- 
which  had  taught  tl 
overnmcnt  and  aiitiid- 
I  had  done  more  tliiiii 
ate  before  tliem.  IJi 
ivilizntion  to  what  slif 
ith  impunity,  or  canifj 
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•cir  with  honour.  Darius,  notwithstanding  his  power  and  re- 
sources, failed  with  disgrace— Alexander  prudently  deferred  it 
or  h.-s  l,<,asted  invincibility  would  have  disappeared  like  a  dream* 
—and  the  Roman  Empire,  still  more  extensive  and  tbrmidable 
than  Bonaparte's,  never  attempted  it  with  success.  The  )>lains 
of  ancient  Dacia,  of  which  Moldavia  and  Wallachia  formed  a 
part,  often  saw  their  Eagles  humbled  in  the  dust;  and  the  at> 
tcn.])ts  m  mod<>rn  times  are  too  well  known  to  require  their  be- 
jing  mentioned  hci-e. 

,    Nuch  was  the  Empire  against  whicli  the  nations  of  the  south 
:^f  Europe  were  at  this  time  marshalled  in  formidable  array 
lender  the  bam.«-s  of  a  man  wlio  had  hitherto  been  the  scourge 
f)t  civihzed  Europe,  yet  conspicuously  successful  in  his  darino- 
|nd  destructive  plans;  and  such  the  extent  of  a  country  inhab^ 
|ted  by  a  numerous  people,  brave  ahnost  to  desperation;    in 
f  hose  military  vocabulary  the  term  flight  or  even  retre-it  is 
|hnost  unknown,  and  who  were  now  reduced  to  the  necJssity 
J    contendiiig  for  their  existence,  against  the  most  unprinci- 
■|)le(f  and  ambitious  of  mankind. 

I    Before  procecnling  to  state  the  forces  led  against  Russia,  and 
|he  operations  of  tlie  contending  armies,  it  may  not  be  uninter- 
f«  ing,  to  ti.ke  a  review  of  the  cause.,  and  principal  occur- 
fences  wluch  led  to  this  memorable  campaio-n. 
I    The  beginning  of  the  year  1812,  saw  the  Empire  of  the  mo- 
I orn  Charlc|im.gne  in  its  proudest  glory  and  utmost  strength. 
€he  arms  of  Inance  were  then  extended  to  a  pitch  which  the 
■oonest  ainbuion  of  Louis  the  XIV.  had  never  contemplated, 
ml  which  the  utmost  strength  of  her  Revolutionary  fury  had 
tteinpted  in  vain.      Europe  was  obedient  to  her  nod,  and 
Nu  )!«  at  her  frown.     From  the  Pillars  of  Hercules,  to  Cape 
^orth,  she  was  obeyed;  and  from  the  mouths  of  the  Elbe  to  the 
>ast  of  Calabria   she  found  no  resistance  to  her  will.     Russia, 
mc^d,  retained  her  independence;  but  then,  she  was  engaged 
tr      :^  ^a-lly  assisted  the  objects  which  Franc:  had 
Le     In""-     ^T         ,  ^''"  c«"^Pletoly  her  vassal.     Portugal 

Ss;  r:;'  ;t^"' "'^^"'^"' '" ''''-''  ^-'^^-^^^^ 

urn  cry  and  u^^istance  luui  only  recently  accomplished, 
^  f"'-nndabJe  nr.nies,  breathing  vengeance,  still  hung  rouncl 
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lier  frontiers  nnd  made  her  dread  the  future.     Sljiai;,,  jt  i,s 
true,  bore  the  yoke  with  the  deepest  indignation;  and,  thou.rh 
overrun  by  numerous  armies,  it  was  easy  to  see  that  th  jse 
trodc  upon  a  volcano,  the  slightest  motion  of  whicli  would 
brmg  ruin   upon  them.     While  continental  Europe  remain- 
ed thus  bound  in   French  shackles,  hor  principles   extended 
across  the  Atlantic,  and  taking  a  deep  root  in  North  America 
were  about  to  call  forth  the  energies  of  that  people  also  in' 
her  unhallowed  cause— the  overthrow  of  Britain,  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  liberties  of  mankind.      The  resources  of  France 
seemed  to  have  no   boumls— the   wealth   of  Europe  was  in 
i.cr  po«er,  and  she  used  it  when  and  as  she  pleased,  with- 
out   a  vo.co  of  complaint   being  openly  raised   against  her. 
Her  population  had  long  been  inured  to  arms,  and  deli.ht- 
od  only  m  war  and  mischief.     Her  military  force  was  r>ro- 
digious.     In  old  France,  and  the  conquests  annexed  thereto,  it 
amounted,  according  to  the  accounts  of  her  own  government 
^  1,20W0*  men  independent  of  all  the  Rhem'slf  Confeder . 
tion      Her  navy,  inde.d,  was  humbled,  and  durst  not  vemuro 

m  every  part  of  her  Empire.      Commerce,  indeed,  she  had 
none      Her  wealth  for  many  years  had  solely  been  a  quir  J 
he  plunder  of  other  countries,  which  the  fLune  of  w  r   .!j 
their  own  cowardice  had  thrown  into  her  pow..     Paris  wa 

spoils  of  other  nations;    and  hence  her  immei.se  populatk^^ 
were  ever  eager  and  ready  to  enlist  under  the  banner'sof     ^ 

.™  and  dos.™c.io„.     Hence  F™ce  „„,  „  o  ,oZToZ 
l.or,»,  and  ,l,c  terror  of  the  civilized  world      T„  7 

:";  ™  "—,■"«'  *e  height  of  .1:: ' ;  Jz^^ 

•lua,  ,va»  .odra,v  down  vengeance  and  de,.r„ettCo„  "^ 
n..v,  wc„  COO.OOO.-B^.J.^J^XSmt  tit  '"^  ""'""  ""  "'" -■ 


fe^li ^^ 


e  future.     ;e!}iaiij,  it  i,s 
dignation;  anil,  though 
easy  to  see  tliat  those 
lotion  of  which  would 
lentiil  Europe  rcniain- 
'r  principles   exiended 
•oot  in  North  Anitrica, 
of  that  people  also  in 
f  Britain,  and  destnic- 
e  resources  of  France 
th   of  Europe  was  in 
as  she  pleased,  with- 
ly  raised   against  her. 
to  arms,  and  delight- 
lilitary  force  was  jm-o- 
!sts  annexed  thereto,  it 
'her  own  government, 
e  Rhenish  Confedera. 
and  durst  not  venture 
oving  her  naval  means 
erce,  indeed,  she  had 
olely  been  acquired  by 
le  fortune  of  war  and 
pow-r.     Paris  was  a- 
)ple  made  rich  by  tliQ 
'  immeiisc  population    • 
f  the  banners  of  thoir 
ing  however  atrocious 
mder  In  view.      Her 
y  an  usurper  who  had 
proper  elements  were 
!is  the  scourge  of  na- 
srld.     To  opj)osc  her 
3J  to  arraign  lier  con- 
destruction  upon  the 

tsfroTO  ISOOto  J3jn  of,; 
Bd  upon  to  join  the  active  j/ 
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licad  of  those  wh-  attempted  it.     The  tocsin  that  was  sounds! 
at  the  Thuilleries  alarmed  the  woild,   and  the  secret  spring 
which  was  set  in  motion  at  St.  Cloud,  convulsed  Europe  with 
agony.      With  more  boldness  than  other  tyrants,   he  firmly 
believed  that  his  power  was  invincible;  and  his  subjects,  tha't 
his  wisdom  was  infallible.     "  The  destiny  of  Napoleon 'is  to 
reign  and  conquer— victory  belongs  to  him,  war  to  his  age. 
■  Where  still  are  the  boundaries  of  possibilities?  let  Englnnd'an- 
5swer  it.    Let  her  meditate  upon  the  past,  and  a.ntenqiiatc  the 
future.     France  and  Napoleon  shall  never  change."*     Proud- 
ly seated  in  Paris,  and  casting  his  eyes  round'^tho  wide  circle 
which  obeyed  him,  he  publicly  proclaiuaed.  It  is  my  wisdom 
which  has  planned,  and  my  arm  alone  which  has  orn-anii:ed 
and  established  all  this.     «  Is  not  this  great  Babvlon^hat  I 
^ve  built  for  the  house  of  my  kingdom,  by  the  might  of  mv 
^ower,  and  for  the  honour  of  my  majesty?"!   But  not  so  saith 
He  by  whom  kings  reign.    «  It  is  I  who  have  done  it,  and  there- 
.fore  have  I  brought  it  to  pass,  that  thou  shouldcst  be  to  lav 
' '  waste  defenced  cities  into  ruinous  heaps."|    But  "  hi'hertj  shalt 
i  tliou  come  and  no  farther."^     «  Hew  down  the  tree  and  cut  oft" 
I  us  branches,  shake  off'  liis  leaves,  and  scatter  his  fruit-  let  the 
I  beasts  get  away  from  under  it,  and  the  fowls  from  his  branches."  || 
France,  intoxicated  with  success,  considered  Europe  as  her 
property,  and  her  inhabitants  as  her  slaves.     Europe  obey- 
ed, but  she  obeyed  with  fear  and  reluctance.     ««  Curses  n;t 
loud,  but  deep,     issued  from  her  heart,  and  she  eagerly  watch- 
ed  the  opportunity   when  she   could  with   safety    break   her 
chams,   and   hurl  them  against  the  head  of  her   oppressors. 
Almt  opportunity  was  soon  to  be  afforded  her,  and  we  shall 
see  with  what  alacrity   she  seized  it.      The  power  of  Great 
Bmain  yet  remained  unbroken,  and  her  resources  undimin- 
i«hed.      She  had  preserved   Portugal-she   comforted  Spain, 
and  was  ready  to  lend  her  powerfol  aid  wherever  it  was  de! 
luanded.     Russia   was  sensible  of  this,  and  without  violatin.r 
the  treaties  she  had  concluded  with  her  formidable  adversar  " 
slie  was  resolved  to  assert  her  just  riglits,  and  no  longer  to  sub- 
mit to  demnnds  which  those  treaties  did  not  warrant. 

*  Address  of  Senate.  j.  n     •  i       ■     >  ' 

Msaiah,  c.  xxvii.  26  t  Da".el,  c.  .v.  50. 

(!  Uanial,  c.  iv,  H.  ^  •'°'''  *•"•  '"'*""•  ' '  • 
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The  fatal  peace  of  Tilsif    whuU  ♦!,„ 
»g»i„st  tlH.  urctd,,-,!  polic-v  wl,icl,    l,e  Itr         r    ,  "'""""• 

ho'l  violated  evcTy  article.  or.h7.      ,  "  ''"""^   »''" 

in.e„<ijf„r  „„  ^^l' pi  "  ,    T;  T  T"'"'  ™"'''  '« 

'."  p^.«.  oh.e„;:,  .he ;:::.;  ™r::."thir  r""""^-  °" 
-  forced,  h,  .h;::r.:  zzr":';;'  •'";'""■•  "■" 

a  neutral  flan-  whir-l.  ^„„  ,         ^     ^     '  '"  ""°'^  "*  '^  '""Ipr 

.-.c  «a,..  »iL;  t ir:::'':  :■"■"  '™"^  °'  ''■''"> "« 
-«.u  belong.  This  B::;r;  i^^rrrr  "^  ""'r 

Sainst,  but  .he  rev„l„,io„  in  V,        .     ■  '^™«""""«1  »- 

'.*™  place,  ana  wW  He  "^r'u      '"*■''  !""'—""-. 
eou,ide,-able  desreo,  lil,T„  J        i?'*  """'"■""'   '"  " 

lave  new  and  m„re\  1^       T         '"'  '"""''"'  ">  »"'™"  •" 

vokod  Bonaparte  "o  1 ,  ;^'"""  ""''  ^"""S"''  l"- 

^c^  flowed      h1  7,  '','''°.'°"""  '■'•°"'  «■''"■«  'l'a«  «- 

i^pobca  Jam,  to  reap  laurels  in  the  North, 

•'f  h.s  dominions^prineipies  „S     "'^"^ 'J:  "'!"'■'''*«•"  of  neutrals  in,,,  „,«  port, 
^f-  »"  "proof  of  Jus  adlKTc.n"rto  hcXn^f    "T^  Le  binds  l,i,„. 

^imn-jo  of  the  prohibitive  nJlrcs^Jl^'y  ^ZT'^,"'  ^''''''  ""' '"  "'J"!"  «"?         "" 
kiu  .  Letter,  ^pri!  30th,  UV  ^""''  "  •^"'•'^  *'«'J^  ^^'-'^  »-s!«nd."JKun.- 


icrous  mind  of  Alex- 
inoiiiont  of  irritation, 
itish  Cubinet  adopted 
Jductive  of  imicli  dis- 
y  the  Emperor  pcr- 
3   councils   to  which 
innicrce,  nnd  the  rc- 
TJie  encn)y   also 
retainin^r  i„  defiance 
'«>  and  kcejiiiig  a  for- 
(1  in  the  newly  erect- 
perceived  could  he 
?»  Jjowever,   to  pro- 
't,  she  carefully,  on 
while  slie  continued 
n  with  Britain,  she 
to  allow  of  it  under 
reaty  of  'l^ilsit,  that 
oever  tJie  pro])erty 
itl  remonstrated  a- 
j  in  the  meantime, 
te's  aitenti(m,   in  a 
clined  to  submit  to 
«1  upon  her.    I'he 
If!    Portugal,  pro- 
•im  enter  into  the 
interact  its  effects  ; 
vhencc  that  assist- 
ula,  and  smarting 
luct  in  that  coun- 
tled,  would  s])rcad 
lat  in  its  bud,  or 
;ls  ia  the  North, 

mperorofallthc  Kus- 
neutrals  into  llic  ports 
tiouncc,  he  binds  him- 

'ilsit,  not  to  ndojit  any       \'A 
—  '-•'git.iiu.  -—jviira- 
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which  might  serve  to  cover  his  disgrace  in  the  South,  l,e  no 
longer  consulered  it  necessary  to  keep  on  terms  with  Aloxan 
der.      rins  coolness  soon  uicreaseil   in  the  most  unec.uivocul 
mnnner.     Alexamler  remained  firm;  and,  in  1811,  it  was  cvi 
dent,  that  he  must  either  yield  to  the  h.tnghty  demands  of  his 
enemy,  or  that  war  would  be  the  conseejuence. 

While  Alexander  wi.hed  to  remain  at  peace  npon  conditMm 
oi  re  ammg  his  independence,  ho  had  too  much  reason  to  dread 
I     that  he  would  not  be  allowed  long  to  do  so;    and,   therefore 
i     preparmg  {<,r  the  woi-st,  he  strainetl  eve,-y  nerve  to  briu..  round 
an  acco„.odation  with  Turkey,  with  whom  he  wa.s  ,U  that  mo- 
ment carryu,g  on  war,  and  into  which  he  had  beeu  led  bv 
Irench  pohcy,  which  now  endeavoured  to  prolong  that  con- 
test   and  to  throw  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  ncc  )modntion. 
Notw.thstaud.ng  tins,  however,  Alexander  succeeded  in  his  oh- 

S  It  "If"'  "  '"""'■^^^''  "'''  "^  advantageous  peace 
^Jtli  the  Turkish  government. 

The  destruction  of  Britain,    Bonaparte's  favourite  object 
:::;;  ""'%  ^^  --mplished,  as  he  thought,  by  annihilating ,:' 
t.  adc .      1  o  accomphsh  this  he  was  determined  to  sacrifice  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  every  nation  in  Europe.     Amongst 
h.s  other  extraordinary  dema„<ls  upon  Ru :,sia,  he  insisted    no 

S  ;  :l  TT^^^'  ^^-^'-  ^"  connection  and  intor:^  ^ 
w.h   that  devoted  country;  but  place  her  principal  ports  in  tho 
I  al  ,c   under  his   controul.      «  The  parts  of  the  contin  n 
^-^.all  not  be  opened  either  to  denationalized  flags,  or  Brit  "l 
merchandize.     But  it  must  not  be  dissefnbled  th.^t  to  maint .  n 
-  f;.ll  vigour  this  grand  system,  it  will  be  ncessary  thtitvw 
-.jesty  employ  all  the  powerful  means  which  belo'g  to   -o 
^-n,pn-e       It   .s   necessary,   that  ail   the   disposable^  Fr  nch 
es  should  march  to  whatever  places  the  British,  or  dena- 
t.oi  al.ed  (lags  should  attempt  to  land.-     To  such  extrava- 
gant demands  it   wtts   impossible  llussiu  could  ever  accede- 
and  no  wonder,   when  such  degnuling  communications  were 
in.,  le  to  hor,  and  menaces  held  out  against  her,   that  "  for 
-ghteen   months   she   had  made   it   a   constant   rule  to   Z 

•  Bassano's  report,  ConservaU've  Senate,  March  lotb.  1 8 J  S. 
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licr  haiul  upon  tlu;  sword,  uhonon.r  preposition,  far  an  ar- 
ranircnicnt  (upon  tl.o  previous  conditions,  no  doubt)  l.ave  been 
'nude  to  Ikt."*      It  was  in  vnin  that  Russia  ur^a-d  ,hv   wa. 
at  war  witJi  IJritain,  tliat  slic  knew  nothing  ofht-r,  and  ,dl  tlir 
n.tercourso  she  held  with  her,  was  tinough  the  n.cdiun,  of  a 
neutral  fla^r,  to  protect  which  was  the  principal  r.bjeet  Jbr  which 
both  parties  were  at  war  with  Britain.     In  vnin  Uussia  urired 
the  misery  and  ruin  she  would  brin..  upon  her  people,   by  a- 
doptnig  such  a  coursej  and  instanced  even  the  ruler  of  France 
as  at  that  moment   trmling  with   Britain  by  moans  oriieenses! 
I^Joth.ng  would  satisfy  Bonaparte  but  in.plicit  obcnlience  unto 
his  demands,  the  most  extraordinary  and  tlegrading  ever  pro- 
posed  to  any  independent  nation.     Yet  torture  language  as  we 
may,  was  not  this  the  substance  and  plain  meaning  and  do. 
Mgn  of  B(,naparte's  demands,   viz.  that  Russia,  should  by  one 
ell  swoop  with  Iier  own  hands,  annihilal.  all  her  foreign  trade 
osscned  as  ,t  was  by  her  impoUtic  war  with  Britain,  and  there- 
by reduce  her  whole  population  to  misery  and  distress.     Strip 
then,  official  documents  of  that  studied  ambiguity  and  duplicity, 
which  modern  Frenchmen  alone  could  have  the  impudence  to 
endeavour  to  bewilder  the  hunnm  understanding  with,  and  say  if 
It  is  not  so.^  Yet  because  Russia  would  not  submit  without  a  mur- 
mur to  sucl)  unprincipled  demands,  reiterated  with  all  the  arro- 
gance French  power  is  capable  of  assuming;  and  further,  of  al- 
Imving  Bonaparte  in  strip  Russia  of  part  of  her  dominions,  to 
place  under  the  sway  of  some  of  his  creatures,  thereby  opening 
«  door  by  which  he  could  march  to  PetersburgI,  or  Moscow  at 
im  convenience;  Russia  was  accused  by  him  of  provoking  the 
wa.-,  and  si  linking  from  a  contest  which  she  had  courted! 

That  such  policy,  had  it  been  adopted  by  Russia,  would  h.u 
been  lata!  to  her,  that  the  conduct  she  had  adopted,  if  perseverc.l 
in,  would  have  withered  her  arm  and  paralyzed  her  power;  and. 
ha  with  all  B^naparte'.  inveterate  animosity  against  Britain 
he  had  sinister  objects  in  view  against  Russia,  could  not  admit 
of  a  doubt;  and  could  not  escape  the  knowledge  of  any  thin<r 
hut  Ignorance  the  most  blind,  imd  obstinacy  the  most  irrecluim! 

f 

»  Baraano's  letter  to  Prince  Kurakin,  Paris.  April  25U>>  1S1'>, 
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roposih'ons  far  an  ar- 
,  no  doubt)  have  been 
lusHia  urged  hIic   whs 
ngollicr,  and  till  tlio 
•iigli  till'  inrdiuin  of  ;i 
nc'ipul  objoit  for  whicli 
fn  vnin   Kiis.sia  urged 
)on  her  people,   by  a- 
n  the  ruler  of  France, 
by  means  of  lieenses. 
ij)licit  obedience  unto 
I  degrading  ever  pro- 
irture  language  as  we 
in  meaning  and  do- 
ussia,  should  by  one 
all  her  foreign  trade, 
h  Britain,  and  therc- 
and  distress.     Strip 
dignity  and  duplicity, 
ive  the  impudence  to 
uling  with,  and  say  if 
ibniit  without  a  mur- 
tcd  with  all  the  arro- 
;;  and  further,  of  al- 
f  her  dominions,  to 
•cs,  therel)y  opening 
)urgh  or  Moscow  at 
n  of  provoking  the 
le  liad  courted, 
Russia,  would  have 
lopted,  if  persevered 
led  her  power;  and, 
ity  against  Britain, 
ia,  could  not  admit 
ledge  of  any  thing 
the  most  irreclaini- 

iril  25tli,lSJ2'. 
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llusva  was  well  aware  of  hi.  intentions,  <^  and  notuith. 
stan.i.ng  (says  Alexander)  all  our  wishes  to  n.aintain  peace 
we  u-.tuessal  an  mcessant  repetition  of  op.n  ...n.ges,  which 
compelle.1  us  to  arm  and  to  assemble  our  troops;  thou,!,  still 
>vlule  we  could  flatter  ourselves  with  the  hop,-  of  rec^uc'l.x 
tu.n,  we  ren.nined  within  the  confln,.,  of  o.,r  en.pire;  and  with- 
out Violating  peace,  were  prepared  for  defence."*    lort.umu  Iv 
iJ.-   the    IU.ss.an    Sovereign,    he    perceived  his   dan.      t  J 
.^na  ehed  ^e  moment  when  the  pow.-r  of  an.bition  ;,     C 
m  [)ay  in  Spam,  and  the  patriotism     sn«r  rl,,  t  ' 

..r,i.a.  H,a„.  p.„p„,  ,:„  .„;::•, :;:;  t,::  :r:::: 

•tio.,,  "„„,  loud  but  deep  '  tin  ,       ''t'T'"'."'"""''''"^- 
^■ru,l,od  „„d  subdued.     Ho  s„    Id  Z  "',  '""'''  "" 

|.™..  m.or„„l  source,  wcreTl     1,      /"""'T,    'i""''  '"' 

»dea,i„g  preface  of  "  D«r  C„  ,      ■'    V,  "T    '"'"'  ""'  '^'"' 
lown  to  "Sir  -  Count  "I    ,        '  ''  '''"  """  '•"'"'"«' 

rhoBcrson  .„d    T  V  "  '"'  '     "  **'•  Ambassador." 

nil,,   i  '■•■'      °'  ""  Ambassador  has  hItiuTto  been  ac- 

:.  odern   Pr„     1  ,  ^  "'"^''      ^"^   ^'  belonged  to 

Hicrn  French    aiulac.ty,    thus  to   contemn    with   exultation 
-y  1-naple  which  had  hitherto  guided  manKi„r;md  ^ 

•  Alexander's  proclamation,  Wilna,  June  25th,  1812 
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Irample  upon  every  principle  of  feeling  and  decorum;  addino 
indignity  to  injustice,  by   insulting  an  honourable  individir. 
al,  obeying,  and  bound  to  obey  the  commands  of  his  Sovcr 
cign.     \es,   the  mushroom  Duke  of  IJassalio  treated  in  thi^ 
manner  Prince  Kurakin,  in  every  respect  his  mipcrior.     It  h 
impossible  not  to  admire  the  magnanimity  and  firmness  of  this 
i:espectable  individual  so  situated.      Corresponding  with  the 
accredited  agent  of  a  great  government,  upon  things  on  which 
depended  the  happiness  and  repose  of  millions,  he  bestows  up- 
on him  throughout  the  same  lionourable  appclhitions,  neidicr 
sinking  to  flattery,  nor  betraying  fbar.     Ife  retorts  not  the  in- 
tentional ^lanteur  of  the  other,  and  rises  superior  to  his  ne-decl 
He  demanded  with  firmness  what  was  founded  in  justice,  repdlcii 
with  magnanimity  the  unprincipled  demands  and  dishonourable 
imputations  of  France,  and  left  not  a  shadow  of  comphiint  against 
his  country  for  his  personal  conduct,  to  a  set  of  arrorrant  up- 
starts, keenly  on  the  watch  to  snatch  any  imfavourabie  cir- 
cumstance  m  his  behaviour,  as  an  excuse  for  their  unprinciDled 
views.  '■ 

Against  the  conduct  of  France  as  already  detailed,  let  us 
■contrast  that  of  Russia.      Although  contrary  to  the  fiiith  of 
treaties,  a  near  ally,  and  a  near  relation  to  her  imperial  throne, 
Nvas  driven  from  his  territory,  and  sent  a  wanderer  through  the 
world,  for  no  reason  whatever,  but  because  it  suited  the  interest 
■of  French  ambition  to  do  so;  or,  for  a  more  curious  one  still 
Dcfcause  his  territories  wel-e  "  dwrfailed"*  into  territories  France- 
had  previously  unjustly  seized.    But  so  little  inclined  was  Rus^i-i 
to  involve  the  two  countries  in  war,  that  she  onlv  proteste<l 
that  the  act  was  wrong;  was  willing  to  put  up  with  the  indicn.i- 
ty  offered  to  her,  and  to  accept  any  indemnity  which  might  be 
<jffered  to  her  h-iend.f     Concession  on  her  part,  howcvei-  pre 
ducod  only  boldness  on  the  other.     What !  says  the  overl)earino 
despot  through  his  deep  toned  organ  Bassano?  shall  the  Sover^ 
eign  of  Russia  dare  to  complain  of  my  conduct  in  annexing,  the 
paltry  dominions  of  his  relation  to  my  territory?  "  ThcuiiTtin.r 
«f  the  duchy  of  Oldenburgh,  dovetailed  as  it  were  into  the  couif- 
tries  recently  brought  under  the  same  principles  of  governmcut 

.        --  -  --••—.  •—^'"•■'■nnr,  i  oris,  Apni  2.5tl'.  1812. 
t  rnnee  Kurakm's  letter,  PariB,  Ai»ril  30th,  1812. 
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as  Franco,  was  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  uniting  of  the  "Ian 
seat.e  towns.     An  indemnity  was  offerod.     This  object  was  easv 
to  regulate  with  reciprocal  advantage.    But  your  cabinet  madJan 
nffan-  o    state  of  U;  and,  for  the  first  time,  was  seen  a  mani      1 
o  an  ally  ngamst  an  ally  *."    With  regard  to  the  treaty  of  Tii^ 
winch  Russia  had  mau  evil  hour,  aud  inconsiderate  momen 
entered  mto  she  stdl  had  observed,  anc,  was  willing  most  ri^S  y 
to  observe  it,  providmg  that  the  French  troops  w^re  only  ^ith! 
-  drawn  from  Prussia f,  which  that  treaty  had  guaranteed  as  an 
.dependent  power:  and  tjie  more  barefoced  sdzuro  of  Swedish 
J  omerania  m  the  midst  of  peace,  was  also  relinquished   bur 

neither  of  which  could  be  considered  thepropertyofS«^ 
.;.  lul  owners,  wh  le  their  towns  swarmed  with  Lsemyri  ds  ^t 
t  had  so  often  destroyed  thrones,  when  it  suited  thL  m    t  ' 
views.     What,  might  not  Russia  very  properly  ask  herself  ca. 
these  be  mtended  for  in  the  North,  whL  tLy  are  e   It 
wante.  m  Spain?     According  to  the  feith  of  treaties,  s^s  R„t 
.-.,  lot  there  be  an  independent  power  between  us,  and  we  wi] 
then  negociate  as  independent  nations.     For  it    s  impo  s  bl" 
,  Kot  to  see,  that  if  France  will  not  give  un  Pru.si.     1    ^?  ,     '^ 
^  the  treaty  between  us,  and  can  or^Z::!  ^^^^ ^^  Z^ 
hu^  aggressions.    I  am  willing  to  negotiate  with   0^,:^^ 
n.ke  reparation  where  you  convince  me  I  have  clone  wit^ 
"    I  should  humble  my  throne,  barter  away  my  own  di.^  ^ 
tbe  .  ifety  and  independence  of  mv  neonlo  inL      m        "     "^ ' 
i  cd  with  mine  if  I  L.  ,  ■      ^    ^   '  '"separably  connect- 

i  « I  n  mine,  it  I  was  to  negociate  with  a  bayonet  at  mv  breast 

but  collect  l,cr  forces,  ,„<|  ,,„,„„  for  war       Tl,:    T    ,  .' 
?«  a  „,„„,,cr  which  .hewed  -l-e  wa.  Irjof  the      ,.  «  "ho' 

S...1.  were  a  few  of  ,he  most  ostensible  causes  which  led  to 


*   Bassano'K  Iftter  in 


Ri-manrolF,  April  ajtli,  Iflin. 


l'«iue  Kurukin's  letter,  I'aris,  30tli  ApriJ, 
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this  dreadful  struggle,   «  Approacl.ing  commotions  and  bloody 
wars  wcro  of  courao  to  be  immediately  apprchentled  *  '"     But 
choice  led  the  one  party  into  it,  and  only  imperious  necessity 
the  other.     1  he  one  had  justice  on  his  side,  the  other  had  not 
a  shadow  of  it.     The  one  relied  upon  the  goodness  of  his  cause, 
and  the  fidelity  of  his  i)eople;  the  other  upon  the  strength  of  hi« 
arm,  and  the  innumerable  hosts  which  the  terror  of  his  name 
had  collected  together.     Blinded  by  ambition,  and  intoxicated 
With  llatteiy  and  success,  the  French  leader  demanded  that  his 
will   should  be  the  law  throughout  Europe;  that  whatever  ho 
did  niust  be  r>ght,  and  considered  that  whatever  he  under- 
took must  be  successful.    -  No  porson,"  says  Bassauo,  "  4nder, 
stands  better  than  your   Majesty,  to  expect  from  time,  what 
tmie  IS  to  produce;  and  to  maintain,  with  unchangeable  con- 
stancy,  a  system  and  plan  of  conduct,  from  which  you  have  cal, 
culatod  the  results,  which  arc  infalliblqf."     The  world  has  cer- 
tainly seen  much  better  calculators. 

The  preparations  made  by  Bonaparte  being  nearly  comple^ 
cd,  he  commanded  his  venal  press  to  proclaim  throughout  Eu- 
rope, his  accumulating  forces  in  Poland.     Amongst  other  do- 
cuments, which  Bonaparte  now  produced,  were  a  treaty  of  al- 
li.mce,  otiensive  and  defensive,  with  the  unfortunate  king  of 
Prussia,  by  which  each  party*guaranteed  the  integrity  of  "the 
territories  of  each  other,  and  by  which  Prussia  was  obliged  t() 
furnish  20,000  men  against  Russia.— Also  another  treaty  j,  of 
a  similar  nature,  with  Austria,  by  which  that  humbled  power 
covenanted  to  furnish  30,000  men,  always  to  be  kept  up  to  the 
war  establishment,  to  assist  France  against  Hussia.— Ridiculous 
as  these  things  were,  to  be  contracted  and  issued  into  the  world 
with  such  solemnity,  where  the  one  power  had  only  to  dictate,  and 
the  others  to  obey,  still  it  shows  he  dreaded  public  opinion,  and 
wished  to  throw  the  finest  veil  he  could,  over  his  arbitrary  actions. 
These  things  finished,  on  the  Pth  of  May,  secretly  and  uul- 
deniy,  as  usual,  he  left  Paris,  and  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month, 
he  kit  Dresden,  having  there  had  conferences  with  some  of  his 


*  IJassano's  letter  to  Romaiizoff;  April  S.'Jth,  1812. 

t   Bassann's  Kcpnrt  to  the  Conseivafive  Senate,  March  lOth,  U12. 

t    Ihecnc  dated  March  14th,  1812;  Uie  oUier,  (Prussm,)  February  S-lth,  181", 
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JKhenish  puppet^^,  and  tlie  humbled  head  of  the  house  of  Austria 
'  In  the  meamime  the  French  armies  continued  to  press  on  towards 
the  Ilussian  frontiers.     On  the  16th  Bo-iaparte  arrived  at  Ko- 
Jilgsbr.rgh,  on  the  17th  at  Instcrburg,  and  on  the  19th,  he  estab- 
lished his  head  quarters  at  Gumbinnen,  a  town  on  the  Vk^a   -t 
branch  of  the  Pregel,  and  not  liir  from  the  Russian  boundary 
.^liere  he  reviewed  his  troops,  and  like  another  Xerxes  exult- 
ing in  his  strength,  proclaimed  himself  invincible.     Or,  in  the 
language  of  the  tyrant  of  old,  he  thought,  "  I  will  sit  also  npoa 
ahc  mount  of  the  congregation,  in>the  sides  of  the  north:  I  will 
fiscend  above  the  height  of  the  clouds;  1  will  be  like  the  Most 
jHigh*."  -  . 

i  But  let  us  consider  what  this  force  was.  Although  it  i* 
Pfficult  to  ascertain  exactly  the  number  of  men  led  against 
pussia  in  the  memorable  campaign  of  18]  2,  v^t  the  Ibllowinrj 

statements  will  come  near  the  truth,  and  shew  us  the  vast 

'funount. 

^    The  Journal  de  Paris  of  April  20,   1812,  stated  expressly, 
fthat  France  at  that  time  had  500,000  effective  men  between  the 

fFlbe  and   Vistula,   50,000  in  reserve,  and  300,000  in  Spain, 
besides  the  Austrian  contingent  of  30,000  men.    About  50,000, 
the  same  paper  informs  us,  were  withdrawn  from  Spain,  for  the 
Russian  contest,   -aid  replaced  by  the  reserve  or  less  veteran 
^nroops.      The  Frmch   Imperial   Almanack  for    1812,    makes 
their  regular  army  amount  to  700,000  effective  men,  exclusive 
ol   national   guards,    the    Rhenish   confederation,    and   inde- 
.})cndnt   ot   the   Austrian  and   Prussian    contingents,    and   of 
^.11  the  Polish  levies  and  troops.     It  is  a  fact  well  known,  that 
prance  was  completely  stripped  of  regular  troops,   and  that 
ttlic  duty  in  the  interior  was  done  by  another  species  of  force, 
«nmlar  to  our  regular  or  local  militia.     Another  conscription 
oi    137,000   men    was,    shortly  after,    called  out  in   France, 
and  an  equal  proportion  in  all  her  vassal  states;  and,  upon  the 
I  restoration  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland,  when  the  French  entered 

1.7"',  ^  *r*'^  ^''-y  "^  *^'«00  '""^  ^"B  called  out.     Indepen- 
« <im,  therefore,  of  reinforcements  marching  i  om  all  quartern 

♦  Isaiah  siv,  IZ,  \4, 
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to  rccrait  hi,  „„)c».  the  force  Bo„»parte  led  af,,,msl  Russi.. 
™»t  ,„ve  excceedod  500,000  effective  men,  besid     1  pS 
.  eser^„  from  the  R„™„  r,„k,     £        „„^  know,,  , .It 
dreadfal  eng,„e,  eonseription,  nlwap  kept  the  Freneh  c„ 
...d  reg,n,c„,s  complete,  and  there  would  be  no  defidencv 
•ny  one,  „  «  .«,me„t  when  Bonaparte  had  been  prep.  "7.^ 
wo  year,  preccling,  for  the  blow  he  fondly  i™,^iL|; 

lay  Lnropo  prostrate  before  him.    What  an  aLy,  therefore  h! 

he  lo,, !    What  a  fearful  ,^ver.e  ha,  he  .ustainedl    The  iZ  l, 

accounts  certainly  do  not  exceed  the  truth 

,„!m  T  'T""!  f'  '"'"■'''  ""=  """■''"*  '"  «»'  -"'gtay  co„te« 
would  have  stood  thus: »    ^  ^  "'-'^  ^ 

Betiveen  the  Elbe  and  the  Vistula,  April  1812, 
Withdrawn  from  Spain  for  Russia,  -      '    , 

Austrian  Contingent,  .  ,  " 

New  Polish  Levy, 
Polish  Deserters,  by  8th  Bulletin,  _  J 


500,000 
50,000 
30,000 
40,000 
20,000 


Effective  Men, 
And  followers  of  various  descriptions, 


640,000 
50,000 


TU^  -D   •        -         '^*'*"''    •*    690,000 

ed  m  the  first  number.     The  same  paper,  December  19,  tell« 
us  only  of  the  2d,  9th,  and  10th  corps,  with  the  Saxon    . 

aluleTelt?      '  "''"  '''  '''^"^"  '''''"     ^^'^^  ^—  "  f 

The  numbers  may  be  stated  in  two  other  forms,  vi..  Fir«t 
31  Corps  of  the  French  Army,  20,000  infantry,  and 

5000  cavalry  each,  - 

Imperial  Guards  30,000  infantry,  ' .         "  ^l^f^^ 

Italy,  Switzerland,  Bavaria,  Holland,  &c.  &c.  &c'         140,C 
Austrian  Contino-ent,  -  ^*",wu 

Prussian  ditto,  .  ^  [  [  '  "^^'^^^ 

PolL^h  Levies  and  Deserters, 


20,00a 
60,000 


Effective  njen, 


575,0001      2 
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1  1812, 


500,000 
50,000 
30,000 
40,000 
20,000 

640,000 
50,000 


!*'»  «  690,000 

upposcd  to  bcindud- 
r,  December  19,  tellts 
with  the  Saxons  and 
>.     What  became  of 

r  forms,  viz.  First, 
untry,  and 


Sic.  &c. 


275,000 
30,000 

140,000 
30,000 
20,000 
60,000 

575,00a 


Brought fomard.  575,000 


followers  of  various  descriptions 

J  I        ">  -  -  50,000 

Totals  .  .  fi-9r  irn 

Pum,  .2.1,  J,,|y    ,806,  ,l.e  quota,  ,„  bo  f„n,W.ed  „« 

•taAcd  ,„   he  North)  by  tho  State,  wh.ch  then  acorfcl  toT 
•cro  lix»d  thus,  by  the  SSth  article  of  that  treaty,  viz- 


France, 
Bavaria, 
Ik^^'irteniberg, 
paden, 

%^^^^ 
iparmstadt, 

JJassaii  Hohenzolern, 

n 


B^fnlos, 

he  rest  of  Italy, 
fwitzerland, 

Tyoi, 

liyrian  Provinces,, 

Gotland, 

jWstjjhalia, 

uxony, 
^uchy  of  Warsaw, 
Jarisoatic  Towns, 


200,000 

30,000 

12,000 

8,000 

5,000 

*  4,000 

4,000 

263,00« 


These  countries  contain  "" 
by  the  latest  and  most  ac- 
curate accounts,  upwards 
of  26  millions  of  Inhabi- 
tants.       Bavaria,    which 
contains,  in  rou.d  num- 
bers 2  millions  of  inhabi- 
tants, has  her  quota  fixed  \     t*  95,000, 
at   30,000,    and   suppose  | 
the  others  are  assessed  in  a 
similar  manner,  it  would 
give  390,000  men;  taking 


'■cdish  Pomerania,  /      ,  .  '  - f 

only  one  half  as  disposa 
[_ble,  would  make 


.  *  'His  is  stuied  at  40oon  :„  .i  »  458,000 

40,000  .„  t,.e  copy  I  havo.  but  ie  must  be  an  .nor  of  the 

f-  .lon,a,Kl  made,  but  C^J}::^.Z^,r.T}'.'''^'''J^^'^^^--y  -as  caiLl  ful  L'^ 
—  '•«  »-"""/  57.000  ,„o„g,  and  '^^^:^:Zi^^'    '^•'-  Bavarian. 
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IJe.s.sia, 

I'nissiji, 

Austria, 

Spanish  troops,  sa: 


Polish  Levies  and  Dcsoiters, 
Followers  of  all  descriptions, 


Brought foni-anJ,  4. J8. ooo 

>  20,000 

20,000 

.'iO,000 

5,000 


533,000 
60,000 

50,000 


rp,      ,,  „      .  Total,  648,000 

Ihe  iollowing  statement  is,  however,  the  most  moderate 
and  IS  presumed  to  be  the  most  accurate,  as  it  is  taken  from 
the  Trench  oflicial  documents  oF  that  year,  with  this  difference 
that  the  troops  of  the  vassal  states  are  supjjosed  to  completj 
c^aeh  corps  to  80,000  effective  men,  infantry,  besides  cavalrv. 
Ihe   Irench  oflicial  details  have  a.^^ain   a.ul  again   intbrmJcl 
us  that   the  9th  and  11 'J.  corps  actinias  reserves 'under  Belluno 
(\ictor)    and    Casti^dione    (Augereau)    were    30,000    stron, 
oach  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  though  afterwards  in- 
creased;-and  we  may  fairly  conclude  that  tJiose  wliich  were  t, 
bo  engaged  ,n  immediate  service,  were  at  least  equally  complete' 
It  not  more  so.     The  total  force  would  therelbre  stand  thus' 
and  which  the  subsequent  losses  will  shew  us  must  be  tolerabiv 
correct. 

0  corps  Infantry,  30,000  each, 

iJth  corps  Victor's  Reserve, 

11th  Do.  Augereaii's  Do. 

5  Divisions  Cavalry,  under  Murat,     - 
imperial  Guards,  Infantry, 
Garrison  of  Dantzic,  .  _  ^ 

Austrian  Coiitingent,  -  .  . 

Polish  Troops,  Deserters  from  Russia, 
Polish  Levies,  _  .  _ 


270,000 
45,000 
60,000 
50,000 
30,000 
*  20,000 
1 30,000 
20,000 
40,000 


ElFective  Men, 


565,000 


•  Ut  Bulletin.-^  TIic  garrison  of  Dnntzic  was  increased  to  "oooo  m«„  •• 

t  Trca,.,,  France  and  Austria..  ^nS^,  4,;.-,..  30,000  ^.n%S.ZM..u,  j 


luglitjoyxvavd,  4.58.000 

-  20,000 

20,000 

30,000 

5,000 


533,000 
60,000 
50,000 


Total,  643,000 

V  the  most  moderato, 
ite,  as  it  is  taken  from 
1',  wit])  tliis  differenco. 
suj)poscd  to  complete 
lutrv,  besides  cavalry, 
aiul  again  informed 
escrves  muler  Belliuio 
were    30,000    stroix 
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Hem  disposc(i  of  by  the  1  \ih  Bulktin. 
In  Dantzic,     -  -  .  .  _ 

9th  corps  under  Belluno  (Victor)  at-, 
Tilsit,  &c.  .  .  I 

11th  Do.  do.  Castiglione  (Augereau)  \  Reserves, 

at  Stettin,  &c.         -  -"  J 

]Oth  Do.  do.  Tareatnm  (Macdonald)  Riga  and 

Dunaburgh,  -  -  , 

Vth  Do.  do.  Regnier,'T 
lastrian  Contingent,  5  ''^^''^'"^  Tonnazoff. 
2d  Corps  under  Oudinot,  7  at  Drissa,  Polotsk,  &c. 
Bavarians  with  do.  S  opposing  Witgenstein," 

Cavalry  supposed  witli  the  above  corps, 

Total  detached  corps  effective, 
Main  army  mfJi  Bonaparte. 
J  St  Corps  under  Eckmuhl  (Davoust,)     - 
4.th  Do.       do.  Viceroy,  see  3d  Bulletin, 

do.  Elchingen,  (Ney) 

do.  Poniatowsky, 

do.  Viceroy  (see  3d  Bulletin) 

do.  Abrantes  (.Tunot) 
Polish  troops,  Deserters,  8  th  Bulletin, 
+  Divisions  of  Cavalry,  under  Murat, 
Imperial  Guards,  infantry  and  Cavalry, 
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brought  forward^     270,000 
Deduct  one  Corps  equal  to  the  Bavarians, 
sent  with  Oudinot  as  before, 
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Effective  men,  besides  the  Polish  levy, 


-240,000 
525,000 


Never  had  Europe  seen  such  armies  assembled.     Her  whole 
energies  and  resources  were  called  forth  for  this  tremendous 
conflict.     Her  whole  military  means  formed  by  twenty  years 
experience  on  the  fields  of  war,   were  now  collected  under  the 
command,  and  obedient  to  the  nod  of  a  hitherto  successful  ad- 
venturer; and  while  these  fearful  swarms  overspread  in  formid- 
able array  the  banks  of  the  Vistula  and  the  Pregel,  Russia  was 
proclaimea  subjugated,  and  her  throne  overthrown.     Russia 
however,  had  weighed  the  danger  she  had  to  encounter,  and 
fearless,  braved  this  terrible  tempest.     Certain  that  in  Great 
Britain  she  would  find  a  firm  support,  and  a  steady  friend,  she 
nobly  resolved  to  hazard  every  thing,  and  make  any  sacrifice, 
rather  than  compromise  her  honour  and  independence.     On 
the  20th  of  June,  Bonaparte's  first  bulletin,  one  of  those  fore- 
runner s  of  death  and  desolation,  appeared  at  Gumbinnen;  and 
on  the  22d  he  published  his  second,  with  the  address  to  his  sol- 
dier  s,  which  was  also  his  declaration  of  war.  Europe  heard  with 
fear  and  silence  those  masterpieces  of  arrogance,  impiety,  and 
vanity         Russia  is  dragged  along  by  a  tatality!  her  destinies 
must  be  accomplished—This  second  war  of  Poland  will  be  as 
glorious  to  the  French  arms  as  the  first;  but  the  peace  which 
we  shall  conquer  will  be  its  own  guarantee,  and  will  put  an 
end  to  the  proud  and  haughty  influence  which  Russia  has  for 
50  years  eKorcsed  over  Europe."*     None  but  he  who  was  i-i- 
fallible    should  have  spoke  thus.     The  next  day  his  troops  en- 
tered the   Russian  territory.     On  the  morning  of  the  24th  he 
passed  the  Niemen  at  Kowno,  and  on  the  28th  he  advanced  to 
>viiiia^  the  Russians  agreeably  to  a  preconcerted  plan,  everv 


•  Address  'nth*  a?-m»  i._  t> »         „,, 

— 1.^,  ^j  tjyuayaiv:,  junc  220. 
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where  retiring  in  excellent  order,  destroylnjj,  or  carrying  off 
every  thing  tliat  could  be  of  the  smallest  use  to  the  invader. 

At  Wilna  he  remained  near  three  weeks,  occupied  in  the 
theatrical   farce   of  restoring  the  Kingdom  of  Poland,    and 
trampling  upon  the  feelings  of  that  people,  by  confirming  the 
dismemberment  of  their  finest  jjrovinces.  It  could  afford  neither 
instruction  nor  amusement,  to  repeat  all  the  inflammatory  Iiar- 
rangues  of  France  and  her  adlierents,  upon  this  occasion.     AU 
their  fine  spun  theories,  and  boasts  of  justice  and  humanity, 
were  cut  short  by  the  infallible  Napoleon,  in  his  imperious  an- 
swer to  the  deputation  of  the  newly  constituted  diet,  who  wait- 
ed upon  him  for  his  approbation  of  their  conduct,  in  the  resto- 
ration of  the  kingdom  of  Poland.     "  It  is  entirely  upon  the 
unanimity  of  the  efforts  of  the  population  which  coveys  coun- 
tries so  distant  and  extensive,  that  ycu  must  found  your  hopes 
of  success.     I  must  add  here,  that  I  have  guaranteed  to  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  the  integrity  of  his  dominions;  and  that  I 
cannot  sanction  any  manoeuvre,  or  any  movement,  that  may 
tend  to  trouble  the  peaceable  possession  of  what  remains  to  him 
of  the  Polish  provinces.     Let  Lithuania,  Samogitia,  Witepzk, 
Polotsk,  Mohilow,  the  Ukraine,  Podolia,  be  animated  with  the 
same  spirit  which  I  have  seen  in  Great  Poland,  and  Providence 
will  crown  with  success  your  holy  cause,"*  &c.     And  was  this 
the  restoration  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  about  which  so  much 
time  was  wasted  in  praising  the  d^ed.    To  Austria  and  Prussia 
their  part  was  guaranteed,  which  left  only  that  part  belonging 
to  Russia,  or  one  third,  to  be  restored  to  the  situation  of  an  inde- 
pendent state;  a  chimera  more  wild,  absurd,  and  unjust,  than  any 
that  ever  entered  into  the  mind  of  Napoleon,  or  the  minds  of 
those  potentates  who  first  dismembered  this  country.    For  what 
then  was  Napoleon  praised,   and  where,  with  regard  to  this 
article,  was  his  title  to  it? 

His  army  having  previously  advanced,  on  the  1 7th  he  left 
Wilna;  and  on  the  20th  forced  the  passage  of  the  Duna  near 
Drissa;  the  Russians  abandoned  the  entrenched  camp  they 

•  Seventh  Bulletin,  Wilnn,  July  16th. 
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i.ad  tbrmM  there,  and  nller  destroying  everv  thiW  r«,..  .  l . 
the  eastward.     Aecrding  to  .he L™„..T    f e"e  "It 
en.re,,ehed  e.„,,  wa.  a  work  of  great  „,a«n,t„de  ZZtZ 
and  h«,  CO.,  the  R„..i„„,  the  iabonr  of  6,000  men  forX^: 
years,  to  complete  it.      It  was  very  strong    ,r.A    k      ,      , 
-PplicH.  Win,  „i„tar,  ...amines  aL  2'  S,  ^^"^ 
were  thrown  into  the  river  l)„i„a.     The  enemv  ^ 
haps  exaggerated  the  aceonnt  of  this  phLTL    "  ""^  ■"■■' 
.ho  valne  of  the  ac,r,isition,  and  to  ^2  UhTt  i::d"'ra: 
he  Russ,.n».  nnder  any  circn„„tances,  were  nna    Jt  1 
w,.l,  h,s  formidable  force.     The   reason,    however,    why! 
Rns„a.«  abandoned  this  important  place,  in  all  prob^bihK  ™ 
beea  .e  U«.y  had  altered  their  whole  plan  of  operS,    „) 
.      "h,ch  this  was  intended  to  have  forn.ed  a  Dart  T'^'°"''  "' 
idea,  at  the  c„mmcncen,en,  of  the  stllf^C;   ,1  .^the" 
2  would  advance  in  the  direction  of  If  P^sb ^^  "l    ^ 
.he  Russians  wonid  particnlarly  endeavonr  to  prevent      TWa 
was  probably  the  idea  of  Rnssia,  when  she  foriSed   he  Jl- 
and  tlm  seems  to  have  been  the  design  of  the  enemy,  whTh  ' 
ordered  a  o„g  with  him  besieging  artillery,  which,  wLn  h"  at 
terwards  found  the  Russians  had  taken  another  rUte,  he  sent 

closed  .  *  "T  ''''r*:'  "■  ""'  ''  '^P  "f  Alexander-shad  dt 
closed  the  plan  of  the  campaign  to  Bonaparte,  for  which  ha 
was  sent  utto  Siberia,  and  the  whole  plan,  ^ust  ^bont  2  com 
mencement  of  hostilities,  was  therefore  alte/ed.  Thil  w  11  .Tj 
account  for  the  fortifications  and  entrenchments  a.  Mojal  t 
«g.n  an  nnfin.shed  state  at  thetime  of  the  engagement  haWnn 
only  then  been  newly  and  hastily  thrown  np,*  work  which 

fclhng  back  of  the  R„s.,an  army  in  that  direction,  formed  p^t 
of  the  ong,nal  plan.    Previous  to  the  abandonment  of  IhisZe 
however,  a  sharp  action  took  ph.ce  near  it.     Bonaparte  £^1: 

ets^ZV^fT^Th"'"''"''"^'-"*'''™""^'-''!-™ 
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♦d  .ent  across  5000infantry,  and  5000  cavalrj,  which  attack 
#  general  Sebastmm  unexpectedly,  and  drov    him  b  ck  ot 
tegue,  and  caused  him  a  loss  of  loo  killed  and  woundr 
^ongst  the  latter  of  whom,  was  general  Genier,  mZlly^l: 
^e  Russians,  however,  irave  a  vprv  .J.ffi,-     .        \  '"rwiny  . 

-ion,  i„  wlHch  .He  Russians  hJZlZf^i:'^  ^  ","» 
^i.n«,.  of  Grodno  h„„„,  and  .„™f;:lt  "oTcI' I'"" 
Wr™.  the  river,  entirely  defeated    .„,!  L    .  ^"""ck^ 

fc;;::tefn:":r^i-'""-''"'^^ 

pUn,  and  ,„e  enen,y  to  f<^Z^:!'r':^tZT 
tovever.   fatigued  and  jaded  their  troopT  Z  we-  t"' 

ij.«ed  .a.  he  had  .o.t  .vera,  13:' ^^r^^  ^ 

The  collected  forces  of  the  enemv  lilr«  ««  .   ,    • 

t.  rolled  along  to  Polotsk  which  fh    17        °^^^«^^^"J^"'ng  tor  • 
I  K„  L  /^      '^"'*'"*»  wnich  the  Russians  y  elded  un  an,? 

back  upon  Ostrovno  and  Witepzk      Af  Ti  ^' 

ter  thf 4--==™^^^^^^^^ 

I  Alexander,  the  one  direct  n<r  the  inhnKit..,*     r  i  ^ 

I  through  which  the  e„e„,y  4^^!'":  °/ '" '"°™- 
h  "hid,  thej-  had  no.  mLii^.l^Z     H  -"^  '™-'' 

\  .1^,  «uu  he  paid  the  fuii-r  :„f  :^  L'  rs  r 

■  Th^orderwaacheeriuH,  obeyed.  The  other  CtX" 

•  8th  French  B..lIeU„,  Gloubokoe,  July  gSd. 
t  Ru.-'siao  Bulletin,  July  ich. 
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jjurpoac  oC  informing  the  nation  of  tlic  plana  to  be  noted  iipi 
and  for  quieting  the  minds  of  the  soldiers,  who  were  very  iii 
willing  to  retreat,  but  eager  for  battle.     "  The  enemy,"  saj 
the  Emperor  to  tlu;  army,  "  accuses  you  of  timidity,  because  I 
mistakes,  or  afi'ects  to  mistake  the  policy  of  your  system.    Di 
peratc  counsels  are  alone  compatible  with  the  enterprise  he  li. 
undertaken,  and  the  dangers  of  his  situation;    but  shall  w 
therefore,  be  imprudent,  and  forego  the  advantages  of  our  out 
He  would  March  to  Moscow — Id  him.     But  can  he  by  tl 
temporary  occupation  of  that  city,  conquer  the  empire  of  Ki 
»ia,  or  subjugate  a  population  of  50  millions?     Soldiers! 
pursuance  of  the  policy  of  our  military  councils,  the  armi 
will,  for  the  present,  quit  their  positions,  and  retire  farther; 
to  the  interior,  in  onU  r  more  readily  to  unite.     The  once 
may  possibly  avail  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  advance.    \ 
is  desperate,  and  would  therdore  put  every  tiling  upon  the  ii**  , 
of  a  battle.    The  honour  of  our  crown,  the  interests  of  our  si 
jectfi,  prescribe,  however,  a  different  policy:  it  is  necessary  ti 
he  should  be  made  sensible  of  the  madness  of  the  attempt,"  i 
It  is  impossible  that  plajner  or  stronger  language  could  be  ii 
to  shew  that  the  Russians  were  acting  upon  a  wise  and  csiiiti 
plan.     Bjit  nothing  could  convince  the  friends  of  Napok(  n 
this.     All  the  measures  which  the  lifussians  took,  were  ioul 
upon  as  acts  of  direful  necessity,  /orced  upon  them  by  the  m 
rior  skill  and  force  of  the  enemy.     Napoleon  encouraged 
idea  with  all  bis  usual  cunning  and  address,  though  he  ii« 
have  been  sensible  it  wjie  far  otherwise. 

In  the  meantime,  the  ej;emy,  by  the  rapidity  of  his  movt  hk 
endeavoured  to  interpose  with  the  main  body  of  hisarmy,  botw 
the  centre  and  left  wing  of  the  Russian  army;  the  former  > 
manded  by  Barclay  de  Tolli,  and  the  latter  by  Prince  Bagralli 
thinking  he  would  thus  be  able  to  attack  them  separately,  mi  I 
them  off  in  detail.  To  accomplish  this,  the  enemy  exertt  i  -; 
utmoft  military  strength  and  skill.  The  pursuit  of  this  obji 
brought  on  the  severe  engagements  of  Witepzk,  Ostrovno, 
hileff,  and  Polotsk,  which  merit  our  attention.  Tlie  Russianai 
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JTolli,  consisted,  according  to  the  accounts  of  the  enemy  i„ 
10th  bulletin,  of  five  corps  de  armee,  each  of  two  divisfo'n^ 
g    four    d,v«ion.    of  cavalry.     These   would    amou  ^    t« 
mom  men,  as  the  Russian  corp  de  armee  consists,  when 
*plete,  of  25  000.     One  division  of  these,  with  a  proportion 
ITfavalry.  was  left  with  Witgenstein  at  Polot«k,  consequently 
lut  1 1 0,000  must  have  marched  upon  Witepsk.     The  other 
t  ol  the  army  under  the  con.mand  of  Bagrathion,  consisted, 
.rdmg  to  the  8th  bulletin  of  the  enemy,  of  four  divisions  o 
.try  from  2.  ^o  .,,000  men  each,  from,  to  5.000 cavalry, 
i!T       'r'Tr^    .bout  6,000;  which,  altogether,  would 
.  a  iorce  ,f  H»V,00r  ..en.     Consequently,  the  whole  fore, 
he  R.S.  .«   ,   a,e  oeginning  of  the  campaign,    on  this 
.  of  their  En     ro,  luust  have  iK-en  about  2,0,000  men    be- 
the  garnson  ot  Riga,  ,8,000,  and  the  Cossacks,  ostimatci 

Ion  w.  ,„„,  ,  „,,,:;!•  r :„'::;  re;.  ^ 

y.  but  ,t  w™  ev,dcm  he  gnfned  „„,|,tag,  ;,  j„  renewed  .h. 
■gement  next  day  on  the  san.e  place.     On  th»  W  .      J 
:««en,c„t  .„»  ,e,e,e,  „nd  with  IMe  advamale  „  het" 

TK„   i>      •        ^  "•»''  arn,  ,  was  advancing  to  ioin 

I.  ™  each  r'':;^'  ";'"  '"''  "•"'■■'"-O  ""'■'  P^^ 
to  doTo     The  t       T  T'"  '"'  '^^y  •'''"'^  "P'- 

- -ce«.i„,  „„,  tohrdtdlitorrrJT 

■■•■^nuiv  siorit's  with  w'hioh  tu  '  " &"  "'" 

''"belli.h  Ins  bullet    J I  „^ -'"7^  "?"  ""'^^^"  ^^ose 
"I'^tins,  the  Qne  in  the  bulletin  of  this  action 
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'is  not  the  least  so.     Two  hundred  of  lus  voltigeurs  were  si. . 
rounded  by  10,000  Russian  cuvalry-they  remaired  an  hour,,, 
this  state,  and  then  cut  their  way  through  the  enemy  withou; 
any  loss  on  their  part,  after  having  destroyed  300  Russian* 
The  Emperor  inquired  to  which  corps  these  troops  who  per 
formed  this  feat  belonged— 71>  t/ie  9l/t,  and  threcjourths  oft 
are  lads  of  Paris  *     «'  Tell  them,  says  the  Emperor,  they  ai, 
brave  fellows,  they  all  deserve  the  cross."     Thi ^  story  was  oiiL 
fitted  for  the  ears  of  the  «  lads  of  Paris,"  for  no  other  huniai 
beings  could  credit  it  for  a  moment. 

By  the  rapid  and  desperate  push  which  the  enemy  mad 

upon    Wilna,  he  succeeded,    fur  the  moment,   in  separatii,, 

the   Russian   army,    and    in  a   great  measure  cut  it  in  tw, 

To  prevent   the  fatal  consequences  which  might  have  ensi 

cd  from  this  movement,    the  Russian   armies  strained  ever 

nerve  to  retrieve  this  misfortune;  and  the  enemy  to  prevei 

tlieir  object,  and  to  render  it  fatal  to  them.     Hence  his  op, 

rations   against   the   second  army,    under    Barclay  de  Toll 

which  have  been  already  noticed.     Wliile  he  continued  to  fo' 

low  it  with  unremitting  ardour,  but  witii  no  real  advantag 

except  the  occupation  of  an  extent  of  country,  which  the  m 

ceeding  events  might  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  retail  - 

Davoust,  Jerome,  and  others,  continued  to  press  after  the  gi  I 

lant  Bagrathion,  without  allowing  him  a  moment's  repose.    J 

often,  however,  as  they  came  in  contact  with  him,  they  suffere 

for  their  temerity,  though  their  superior  numbers  enabled  the; 

to  manoeuvre  so  as  to  oblige  him  to  retreat.     On  the  28tii  Jm 

at  Mir,  the  enemy  s  advanced  guard,  under  Jerome,  attad 

l*iatoff,  and  was  defeated  vHh  great  loss,  six   regimentsf 

Iluhlans,  under  General  Rosnezkjc,  being  cut  to  pieces.    F 

this  unforfnnate  affair,  and  some  others,  Jerome  got  libern: 

retire  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.     Davoust,  however,  h 

ing  gained  upon  Bagrathion,  continuetl  to  move  with  his  are 

to  the  northxvard  in  such  a  manner,  that  while  he  was  in  tl 

communication  with  Bonaparte,  Bagrathion  wfs  cut  off' from s 

communication  with  the  other  part  of  the  Russian  array,  exd 

by  circuitous  routes.     The  enemy  endeavoured  to  compel  in] 
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to  march  in  the  direction  of  the  Pripez  river,  thereby  separate 
>|ing  him  to  a  greater  distance;  but  Bagrathion  shaping  his  course 
f  more  and  more  to  the  northward  of  east,  endeavoured  to  an- 
^  troach  nearer  and  nearer  the  army,  from  which  he  had  been 
separated.     This  again  brought  him  in  contact  with  the  ene-- 
my;  who,  after  an  engagement  more  sanguinary  than  any  that 
^fthad  yet   taken   place,    were   severely   defeated.      Nine   real 
1%nents  were  almost  cut  to  jjieces.     From  5  to  6000  were  kft 
'dead  on  the  field,  and   lOOO  taken  prisoners.*     Although  hy 
this  the  obstacles  to  a  junction  were  lessened,  still  the  barrier 
was  not  altogether  removed;  but  it  was  now  evident,  that  Ba<rra. 
thion  would  soon  be  enabled  to  accomplish  tl.is  desirable  obt^t 
Having  passed  tbe  Berezina  at  Bo'    unsk,  he  marched  in  the 
direction  of  Novi  Bhykow.     But  the  enemy  had  already  got  to 
^Mogilheff,  and  were  before  him.     On  the  morning  of  the  23d 
^»ccording  to  the  enemy's  account,  he  attacked  their  advanced 
guard;  of  whom,  says  the  lOth  bulletin,  100  were  taken  prison- 
ers, but  the^/rw^m/^  was  beat;   the  action  now  became  warm 
knd  was  continued  with  the  utmost  obstinacy,  from  nine  in  the 
morning  until  five  in  the  afternoon;  when,  according  to  the  ac 
Icounts  of  the  enemy,  the  Russians  were  defeated  wkh  the  los» 
lof  3000  killed  and  wounded,  and  1600  prisoners;  his  own  loss 
|')nly  700  killed  and  wounded;  but  it  was  evident  that  the  fruits 
ofthe  battle  remained  with  the  Russians,  for  he  acknowledges 
that  Bagrathion  succeeded  in  passing  the  Dnieper,  or  Boryst 
henes,  at  Bhykow,  and  marched  upon  Smolensk,  which  it  had 
been   his  grand  object  to  prevent.f     The  Russian  accounts 
however,  winch  are  more  to  be  relied  on,  differ  very  consider' 
Ubly.     At  n.ne  in  the  morning  Bagrathion's  advanced  guard 
Nas  attacked  by  a  superior  force,  consisting  of  five  divisions 
hmder  Davoust  and  Mortior.     The  contest  was  obstinate.     The 
fcnemy  were  twice  repui.ed.     Again  he  came  fbrward  with  fresh 
fcolumns-but  in  yain-the  Russians  maintained  their  ground, 
rhe  road  to  Smolen.!   was  opened,  and  at  six  in  the  tvening 
the  action  ceased.     The  loss  of  the  enemy  exceeded  .^000  killed 
nnd  wounded;  that  of  the  Russians  amounted  to  6004     Hav. 
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iiig  passed  the  Dnieper,  as  ha.  been  already  montionetl,  Baa- 
rath.on  marched  by  Matislavl,  upon  Smolensk,  wJ.ere  his  com 
munication  was  quite  tree  witli  the  main  army.     Thi«  retre  t 
does  Bagrathion,  and  the  Russian  army,  the  highest  honour,  and 
was  accomplished  in  the  midst  of  great  (hfllculties  and  dangers 
The  encny  boajgted  of  his  successes  at  this  time,  and  proclaim- 
ed  nmsell  the  victor  in  all  of  these  actions;  bnt  it  was  obviou. 
to  the  meanest  .nnlcrstanding,  that  he  was  fbiled  in  his  main 
obrect,  which  was  to  separate  Bagrathion's  divisions  from  the 
mam  army,    and  annihilate  eacli  in  detail.      He  tried  every 
mana-uvre,  which  he  had  put  m  practice  in  the  opening  of  o- 
ther  campaigns,  in  order  to  strike  a  blow  which  might  derance 
the  ulterior  plans  of  his  adversaries,  and  n.ake  them  fall  an  easy 
prey-but  he  failed;  and  hence,   as  he  advanced,  his  want  of 
success  irrit.aed  his  mind,  which  he  poured  forth  in  low  abus-^ 
and  sarcastic  observations,  against  the  Russian  government-- 
the  Russian  people  and  their  army. 

The  second  army,  in  ordei-  to  effect  a  junction  with  Bagrathion, 
retreated  from  Witepzk  n,  open  day,  and  in  the  fhce  of  the  me- 
iny,  who  hatl  it  not  in  his  power  to  take  the  smallest  advantacre 
of  them,  or  disturb  them  in  their  opeh.tions.     Witepzk  wl 
immediately  occupied  as  the  head  quarter.-;  of  the  French  army 
In  It  the  enemy  found  a  magazine  of  salt,  worth  15,000,000 
francs;  and  he  found  out  that  it  had  20  convents  and  30  stee- 
ples.    Here  the  French  army  took  up  its  abode  for  12  days- 
a  sufficient  proof  of  the  arduous  and  destructive  operations 
through  which  they  had  advanced  so  far.     Here  also  perceiv- 
mg  that  hi,  task  was  not  to  be  so  soon  accomplished  ,ts  he 
imagmcd,  Bonaparte  gave  orders  for  the  corps  of  reserve  left 
west  of  the  Niemen  to  approach  the  Russian  fix)«tiers,  and  to 
act  afterwards  as  might  be  fouhd  necessary. 

While  'hcse  things  were  going  on  between  the  main  armies, 
nnportont  operations  had  also  taken  place  between  the  detacii- 

Tll^lJTu       '   r"  '^'  *''"''""  «••"'>•'   "-^--  General 
Klengel,  at  Kobry n.     This  engogement  took  place  on  the  27th 

July,  and  was  extremely  obstinate  and  bloody.     The  battle  last- 

•ed  nine  hours.     TJ»e  bravery  of  the  Russian  troops,  however. 
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overcame  every  obstacle.     The  Saxons  were  compl  ?tely  defeat- 
ed, above  1000  men  were  left  dead  on  the  field,  besides  the 
wounded^  8  cannon,  an(l  2,360  prisoners  were  taken,  including 
Gen.  Klcngel.     The  Russian  .\«s  was  small,  but  not  mentioned. 
This  engagement  endangered  the  enemy's  rear,  and  ol)lige(J 
him  to  detach  the  7th  corps,  under  Kegnier,  \o  the  assistance 
of  the  auxiliary  army  under  Schwartzenberg,    which  for  the 
Tnoment  checke<l  T«nniasoff''s  career,,     But,  in  the  meantime, 
he  also  had  been  re-tiitbrced  with,  t-.vo  divisions  of  liagrathion's 
army,  detached  by  the  latter  }rx  his  retreat}  an<l  with^'these,  his 
force  amounting  to  perhaps  45,C00  men,  Tormasoff-  was  enabled 
to  maintain  his  positions,  or  at  least,  not  to  lof.e  much  ground, 
against  all  the  efforts  of  his  adversaries,  until  tl>e  arrivafof  the 
army  from  Turkey,  enabled  hici  again  toaet  upon  the  offensive. 
While  these  things  were  going  on,  Wittgenstein  was  fully 
^employed  on  the  Dwina.     Plaving  been  re-enlbrcod  by  several 
battalions  of  the  reserve,*  he  felt  himself  strong  enough  to  op- 
pose  the  enemy's  projects  in  that  quarter,  and  to  protect  the 
Pskov  road.     From  l^olotzk,  Oudinot  with  the  2d  corps,  and 
all  the  Bavarians,  (30  to  37,000),  amounting  to  at  least  60,000 
men,  marched  i.i  the  direction  of  Sebesch;  while  Macdonald, 
from  Jacobstad,  threatened  to  advance  from  that  quarter,  to 
join  Oudinot,  whose  united  forces  would  then  have  been  far  su- 
perior to  those  under  Wittgenstein.     This  brave  General  saw 
that  not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost,  and  he  therefore  det.    jiined 
to  attack  Oudinot  without  delay.     In  addition  to  the  battalions 
<n  reserve  already  mention,  n,    Bonaparte  informs  us,   in  his 
10th  bulletin,  that  Prince  Repnin's  corps  had  also  joined  him. 
FI-.S  force  might  therefbre  amount  to  50,000  men.     Oudinot 
h.xl  crossetl  tlie  Drissa,   and  was   advancing   upon   Sebesch. 
Wittgenstein  piet  him  at  Jacoubovo,  on  the  30th,  when  a  series  qf 
the  most  oktinate  and  sanguinrvy  engagements  took  place,  and 
which  were  continued  for  three  successive  days.  The  enemy  slurs 
over  the  actions  of  the  30th  and  31st,  by  merely  slating  that 
an  engagement  took  place  at  Jacoubovo,  on  the  30th,  where  the 
'26th  regiment  of  light  infantry  obtained  much  glory;  and  that 
V*  the  31st,  simply  by  saying,  that  the  enemy  endeavoured  tO 
*  retcrsburgJi  Gazette,  July  26tli. 
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attack  the  Duke  of  Rcggio  on  his  flaiik  as  he  marched,  who  took 
up  ;i  position  with  the  Drissa  in  his  front;  but  as  he  had  been 
previously  beyond  the  Drissa,  he  had  theretbrc  been  couipelleU 
o  rccross  ,t;  certainly  not  the  object  for  which  he  set  out.    How 
he  came  to  do  so,  Bonaparte  very  prudently  refrained  from  men- 
tiomng.  but  turned  his  attention  to  tlie  third  enga^^ement,  winch  ' 
00k  place  on  the  first  of  August,  where,  in  his  usual  style  of 
bombast  and  gasconade,  he  asserted,  that  alter  a  masked  battery 
iuid  been  opened  upon  the  Russians  who  had  crossed  the  Dnssa 
wlncn  battery  of  40  pieces  of  cannon,  for  one  hour,  poured 
Jorth  gra,,e  shot  amongst  the  Russian  ranks,  15,000  of  their 
noops  were  driven   into   the   river,    S,500   were   killeri   and 
wounded,  3,000  taken  prisoners,  and  all  their  artillery  and  mi- 
htary  chests.*     Such  were  the  accounts  of  the  enemy,  a  sweep- 
Jng,  but  a  suspicious  way  of  getting  rid  of  the  nmtter,     Ikt 
^vhy  Oudmot  htul  been  compelled  to  fall  back  up.vards  of  40 
jniles,  or  how  he  had  not  continued  to  advance  after  suoii  bril-     ' 
bant  victories,  the  c.m,)eror  did  not  condescend  to  mlorm  us. 
^\  ittgenste.n,  Jiowever,  did  this  for  him,  i„  very  pkin,  but  very 
strong  and  convincing  lang.nge.     Oudinot,  with  all  his  threes, 
were  most  dreadfully  beaten.      The  engagements,  savs  Wit- 
censtpin.  u-pvp  inricf  nUoi  :....< 1  ..         * 


genstem,  were  most  obstinate  and  san.rynmrv. 
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the  battle  contniucd,  each  day.  from  early  in  the  morning,  till 
ate  at  night.     Ihe  enem>  was  totdly  rout«I,  fled  in  ail  direc- 
tions, and  only  escaped  by  the  woody  nature  of  the  country. 
The  Russian  troops  performc>d  incredible   actions  of  vaiou'r 
Batteries,  and  columns  of  whatever  strength,  which  were  op  * 
posed  to  them  were,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  overthrown 
and  anndnlated.     "  AH  the  villages  through  which  we  pass," 
says  he,      are  covered  with  dead  bodies;"  the  encmv  lost  3.)0U 
pr-soners,  2  pieces  of  cannon,  muny  powder  waggons,  and  all 
the  crown  and  pnvate  baggage.     The  killed  and  wounded  ex- 
ceeded  SOOQ  men.     «  The  loss  of  the  Russians,"  savs  the  gal- 
ant  general,  «  is  not  small."     «  So  soon,"  says  he,  "  as  1  stall 
have  dnven  them  across  the  Dwina.  I  am  determined,  a.  I  attack 
them  on  each  side,  to  turn  myself  against  the  corps  of  Mac- 
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rctWe  been  coinpclleU     *^''  ""', "'"  ^ '"'  "f  "'"■  "-""PS  n.vig„r,„od  hy  ,l,«c  ^uc 
liichhesctou,.    lb„     '««'^^«'  I  ''"Pel.kew.se  to  perform  som«l„„g.     I  *a||  „„|"' 

•d  c„jp,,..„H.,„,  „J.icl,  '  ^^•-     ,  "« ''-l"  '"•  «■"'.  ™  «l,e  scud  .ill  ,,„„  r'  "" 
in  l,i,  USU.I  stjlo  of     X"  "":  "' "'  A"S"»t.  «J»  Bo„.par,e,  ti.e  D„ka.„f  T„r™- 
.f.cra.„a»kc.d  battery     2'  ''°T'""  °'  """"''■"•gh.  wl"ch  had  cost  ,l,o  1    ' 

n-  o„o  hour,  poure,  S  fj'"'*  •""<■•  I'--' -*  wm  crrW  .,„,  ,„J  ,  //J;^' 
."k»,  15,000  ci-  .l,e,r  1°  "'!."  ""P^"''"'  "P™  "•  Here,  l,„„evcr.  he  only  Z", 
30  wore   ktlled   a„d    2f^^      "°"?J'^''""'°"' ''°'' '»™' ""y  a"   ho  re"  t 

■the  e„en,y,  a  sweep,    ff'  ,''*'''^  "'*>'"-  """'^'"S  Principally  of  Pru^^jan  .roop,    1 

back  „,:,vard.  of  40  .  tmJT    1  "    '"■"°''"""'  ""  "'"'^•'"  «™-l  &e„  W 
anee  after  .uei.  bril-    2f  J  1,  *t  "'1  ""  '"'"'^'  '"  "-^  ''"""  down.    A  dt 

ve.>.  plait,   hut  very    S;atT:;;e^t?  irj  :  ""t^  T  T'  '^^'"^  '^ 
:,  will,  ail  las  ibices,    ^   the  nfmn-.  "''^.^^c<^-     -Throughout  the  Russian  Em- 

.enteut.  says   Wit-  Z.     Th    p"a     „     Zf 'lii  C,:"'"   TV''  '""'^^  "'^'^ 

ry.    l-or  three  .i„y.  teiau  popdatio  ^Ij^  rn I   ,7    L"'''"''  »""""' »''ol= 

..;  t  ;e  ..ortting,  Ull  ^er  thL^ld":  1  h.vade      H    .     Tf  '°  ?"^  ""™"<'°' 

»!,  (led  in  all  diroc-  o»e  voluntLiy  forward    tl  Iff-   ^'^  f"" '""'  ™'' ""''  1"°'-. 

ure  of  the  eouniiy.  ,fc«      .''"        ".''' ,'"  "*'"'  "'«r  forttines  and  their  ser. 

-ions  of  valoul  Z,  ^^Z:C'^!Tl  T"""'' "^  "^ 
■th,  whiehwerecp.  b*,,  hitn,  the  e"™r°Snn«r','' ^" ""'''"' P'-<»P«' 
.yonet,  overthrown   ■««,  IW  m.„ki„,|  hell  ™  "'P'"'-".    i  wa,  fo«„- 

^1  wlueh  we  pass,"     .  IJhe  dexterous  coiiduet  of  ih.  n      • 

he  enetny  W  3000  0-..,  in  again  „„^7;:^  f/^fj^T  ^^'  <.avi„g  sue 
r  waggons,  and  all  Mi|e  chasiisetnent  uno,  r?  ^  •"'' after  having  inflicted 
i  a.>d  wounded  ex.  «*Mogilheff,  tltet  unlid-foZ  »' "'"<'™-'.  Witepzk, 
'"<■  "y^  .he  gal-  Umk,  the  .„  i„  „r„!,  t^i„t  f  ,""■'•'=  "  '  •»'""=■'  at  Smo. 
«}■«  he,  "  as  I  shall  I|jfe„.,„  i„  i,,  „,  °T^. '  r  *.  ^"''  '  '^'■y  '"•''lliant  affair  at 
-.i..ed,asla..ack  Ss.i„rtl\f*:'  ■""''"■^'■.•'•^''aegaga  of  general 

^   .      se  ot  Ostrovna  and  Mogilheff,  (says  the  enemv  ,■„  l,i. 
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10th  biillcliii),  ivnj'ht  Viisvc  hcin,  in  ether  wars,  called  thiw 
battles."  lUit  the  ovenis  wliich  wcr-  ;  |  nroachiiig  in  this  wnr, 
tho'.vod,  t'tat  con'i)f>rt'4t!Vt-V  bjHukin;:,'.  *Va'se  were  unwortliy  i, 
ihot  rank  :n  history, 

lis  IVoiitoi  thcvn  .rahlo  city  of  Sniolcnslc,  the  Riissinn  nrnn 
nin<>inting  to  l;}0  or  140,000,  was  now  drawn  up,  and  thoiij,'; 
dcUvuiincd  to  iloftiui  ttio  plmre,  litlil  the>  were  not  inclinoil  ii 
risk  n  jCfencriil  baiikv 

Smolentl.,  th-u-npitril  tifj?'."  provinct  of  that  name,  is  nn  n: 
cienr  and  vonirnblc  in?  .•,  whicin  ibrnun-ly  helongcd  to  PoluTir 
Tiic  principal  part  of  it  in  situated  upon  the  side  of  the  Dnioix 
vhtro  it  runs  betwixt  two  hills.  The  town  is  siirroiuuled  by  wn 
of  great  extent  and  thickness,  enclosing  a  much  larger  sjiii 
than  the  city  id  present  occupies.     It  is  a  place  of  considernl 
commercial  nou\  but,  from  being  a  frontier  town,  had  sufHi 
much  in  the  wi\rs  Ix^twcen  the  Russians  and  Poles,  before  it  v 
confirmctl  to  the  *ormcr  power.   The  buildings  are  principnllv 
wood,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants,  in  1783,  was  only  ( 
mated  at  8000,  but  since  that  period  they  must  have  incren 
considerably.     It  was  always  accounted  the  key  of  Moso 
and  a  kind  of  belii'f  was  prevalent,  that  the  power  who  lii 
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Smolensk,  was  master  of  the  capital.  The  Russians  intend  jBHeIctc 
to  defend  the  town  to  the  last  extremity,  and  the  enemy  v 
resolved  to  have  it  at  all  hazards.  The  combat,  therefore, » 
likely  to  be  serious  and  sanguinary,  which  was  to  (kcidc 
late.  The  whole  French  army,  under  Bonaparte  in  per* 
approached  to  the  attack,  and  crossing  the  Dnieper  lo* 
down,  advanced  to  the  city  from  the  southward  The  accoml 
which  the  enemy  gives  of  these  affairs,  are  so  full  of  exaggoral  > 
and  falsehood,  that  it  is  extremely  difiicult  to  separate  them  fr  i 
the  truth,  or  to  obtain  a  clear  and  connected  view  of  their  o: 
rations.  On  the  14th,  a  severe  engagement  took  place  at  Kr  JP«Pcci\ 
JU)y,  where  the  H.'ssians  had   a  body  of  7,000  men  psi  ^teiermi 

by  the  king  of  Naples  and  general  ^s 
with  the  loss  of  1500  prisoners,  8  pieti 
s,  and  1000  killed  and  wounded.     Tlieti 
my  docs  S!  ;.    i«ic  liisown  loss,  and,  no  doubt,  exaggeiaU> 
usual,  that  >i  i:.    Russians.     Tlie  army  contipued  to  press 
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ipnl  to  Smolenslc.     On  tlio  15th,  the  li.W.rl.f.  „p  c      i      , 
ether  .arH,  called  thn.  Hfero  conMnanclecI,  „n.l  tho  I-Venc"  Z!^t!^  ,1     T  '"t' 
approaching  in  this  wnr,    Irilowin^r  position,  viz.  Noy  had  tJ.o  l.a,  Ic-auin^r  IZ!^ Z  u!" 
,  tK^e  were  unworthy,    j^then.s  or  Dnieper;  the  prince  of  Ekn.uld  tl.econtr.    who 

had  advanced  from  Domhrowa;  prince  ]'aniatow.lw  the  ri-d.f 
the  -uard  was  phiced  in  reserve  in  the  centre;  the  Viceroy  iu 
l^Mveon  the  right,  and  the  cavalry  undn-  the  king  of  Naples. 


olensk,  the  Russian  nrni 
(w  (ivnwn  up,  and  thoiii,' 
he\  were  not  inclined  ii 
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the  extremity  of  the  right;  the  Duke  ofAbrante..  with  /h 
corps,  «  lost  the.r  way,  and  made  a  fidse  movement*  " 

^2(),()0()  men       I  he  enemy  moved  forward  his  uutin  tbrcc- 
the  «tt,u:k.     rie  says  the  16th,  and  half  of  the  17th 
isetl  Ml  observation,  but  the  Kussinn 


',  vvere 

V    1  .1.  .  ntcounts  are  very  dinb- 

, ,^it-     '^"•ly  on  themornmir  of  the  fir-' /J„„  .i     i- 

„„,ior  town.  h.,.l  suflVr,  Jifcl™*.     Thi,  W  wa,  in^end^d  Jyk^l^Zu':^ 

iCj,  .1,0  remainder  of  ti.e  armj  had  ,„  „te„,„  „,^  i^J 
.y,  le..  U  .l,ould  di..„rb  ,l,eir  „per„,i„n,.     aIk,u.  silve  .u 

™tl.e c,y,  he  w„,  received  bj  ,1,0  corpsofsencral  Uayow," 
™.n  ,1,0  ™r,„„g  ,l,e  engagement  bega,,,  at  noo,f  ,  „ 
*mc  .n„«  bloody,  but  the  Russia,,:,  remained  lirm,  „„  |    be 
*»my»ere  overthrown.    The  corps  of  General  n„«„ 
■11,0  Russian,  in.e,.  «,dered  ,o  replace  that  of  R„,e„ski.    tCc ^  ,a^!,Tr  ™ 
mity,  and  the  e,,en,v .  ^  °"  "'«  corning  „f  the  1 7th.     The  engagement  la  ,c7','ili 
,e  combat,  therefor... .  It*  eve„„,g.      The  Russian  troops   Ibugk ti.rd-stratiol 

Plormg  tl,e  assistance  of  tho  Aln'ghty."    The  J;^^™ 

^S^,  w„l    fresh  troops,  a„,l  accumulated  fury;  and  it  i,  at 
i  "«  only,  as  usuJ,  th.t  his  account  begins."  „hen    e  ., . 
.the  appearance  of  success.     Thirty  thousand  Uussia^t 

ii^^g  ta  t :r  ""'' "  "^'' '''™ '™te- -"'mo'.i.ated. 
.e,v  ng  ,„  the  aUernoon  ol  tho  17ih,  ,hat  the  French  ,vere 
™,ne.l  ,„  carry  the  place,  since  the  Russians  declin,    " 
:»l  engagement,  which  was  the  wish  of  Bonaparte  ,o  br  ,    * 
-en,brcedth..pa«„fthe„r„.yi„thec;Sr„di:r"- 
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le  combat,  therefore, 
which  was  to  decide 
Jcr  Bonaparte  in  pers-i 
ssing   the  Dnieper  lo* 
juthward      The  accoiu 
are  so  full  of  exaggorat' 
cult  to  separate  them  k 
inected  view  of  tlieir  ci 
?ment  took  place  at  Kt 
ly  of  7,000  men  pnsf 
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of  infnnti'y,  nml  two  regiments  of  tlie  infantry  of  the  guard!, 
Th<-'  attiick  began,  says  tlio  eiioniy,  at  three  in  the  afternooi 
of  the  17tli.     But  the  various  repulses  lie  experienced,  on  tlii 
unci  on  the  preceding  day,  were  not  projicr  subjects  of  mirth  tc 
•'  tlie  lads  of  Pari*."     At  half  past  four,  the  fire  of  nujsquetn 
becan)e  general.     The  attack  was  furious,  thcdetcnccobstiniii> 
The  Russians  fought  under  cover  of  ramparts;  the  enemy  ai' 
vanced,  in  closs  and  determined  masses,  in  the  very  teeth  of',1 
Russian  artillery.     The  divisions  of  Morand  and  Gudeii, ; 
length  succeeded  in  taking  the  entrenched  suburbs,  and  pciu 
trated  to  the  covered  way,  and  tht*  Duke  of  Elchingen  canii 
the  position  which  the  Russians  held  without  the  town,  ai 
])ursued  them  to  the  glacis.     At  five  o'clock,  says  the  cneiii 
the  communication  between  the  town  and  the  right  bank,  con, 
only  be  accomplished  by  insulated  men,  aiul  yet  we  find, ; 
midnight,  the  whole  Russian  force  that  was  in  Smolensk,  ahai 
<loned  it,  and  passed  without  molestation,  to  the  right  bank 
the  river;  consecjuently  the  enemy  must  have  been  worsted 
this  point.     The  engagement  continuetl  with  indescribable  fur 
The  Russians  stood  firm  as  their  ramparts,  and  fearless  as  tin 
guns,  and  it  was  only  when  the  one  tumbled  from  benea: 
them,  and  the  other  became  useless,  that  they  abandoned  tin 
posts.     Batteries   up<m    batteries    were   opened   upon   then 
howitzers  threw  shells  innumerable  into  the  town.     Smoler« 
built  of  wood,  was  quickly  in  flames,  and  exhibited  to  the  ei 
of  the  French  army,  said  its  callous  Chicti  "in  tl»e  middle  of 
fine  night  in  August,  a  spectacle  similar  to  that  which  an  irri 
tion  of  Vesuvius,  presents  to  the  inhabitants  of  Naples*."   Tlir 
breaching  batteries  played  upon  the  town,  and  companits  I 
miners  were  xmdermining  the  ramparts.     Thousands  of  iVf  i 
troops  were  advancing  to  the  assault,  when  the  place  being nc 
cither  one  sheet  of  flame,  or  spread  with  smoking  ruins,  t 
Russians,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  18th,  abaiido 
cd  what  once  was  Smolensk;  broke  down  the  bridges,  a.' 
joined  the  army  on  the  north  biuik,  without  f  .iiher  niolesi  i§ 
tion.  "  At  two  in  the  morning,"  says  the  enemy,  "  the  troop 
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li^advance,  no  longer  found  opposition;"  a  pretty  cleat  probfthej 
.did  not,    and   durijt  not  closely  pursue  the    llussiaus.      The 
icncniy  says  he  found  200  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  place.     If  so, 
many  of  these  must  have  been  of  litUe  use,  and  that  was  all  li*i 
4>btaiiied  in  his  dearly  earned  prize.     The  Russians,   he  said, 
«i|k)st  12,700  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  2000  prisoners,  while 
^hc  less  of  the  French  was  only  3,900,  killed  and  wounded;  a 
;i|)rodigious  admission,  however,  on  his  part,  and  nearly  equal  tt> 
t|fvhat  he  said  the  battle  of  Asperne  cost  him.  Such  accounts,  how- 
ever, deserve  no  attention;  the  meanest  capacity  must  perceive 
^heir  falsehood,  and  know  that  the  loss  of  the  assailants  must  have 
;i)cen  more  than  double  that  of  the  assailed,  under  such  circum- 
iltances;  but  not  content  with  this  misrepresentation,  he  colours 
It  a  little  higher,  by  saying,  that  "  the  field  of  battle  l«is  offered  to 
ihe  view  oi"  200,000  persons,  who  can  attest  it,  the  sight  of  one 
ff  rench  coipse  lying  upon  the  dead  bodies  of  seven  or  eight  Rus- 
sians."   A.',  the  inhabitants  had  all  Icit  the  town,  and  n  ne  of  the 
/Russian  army  remained,  consequently  these  200,000  sj^ectators, 
4i|nust  have  beui  the  imlividuals  composing  the  French  arinya'       * 
■k     During  the  18th,  the  enemy  repaired  the  bridges  ovei  .ne 
Dniet)er;  and  at  break  of  day,  on  the  19th,  Ney  crossed  over 
':to  the  right  bank.     At  one  league  only  from  the  town,  he  en- 
countered the  last  column  of  the  Russian  rearguard,  consisting- 
^of  6,000  men;  these  were,  according  to  his  accounts,  quickly 
"overthrown.     On  the  heights  of  Valentina,  a  stronger  force  was 
Selationed,  and  which  being  attacked  by  the  enemy,  the  Russians 
^eut  several  divisions  to  their  support,  and  which,  together, 
"  .mounted  to  40,000  men.     The  position  was  excellc,.,''aiid  it 
■iiH  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Russians  to  n,..uuuJn  it 
Igainst  all  hazards,    in  order  to  secure  the   retreat   of  their 
•my,  their  baggage,  and  their  wounded.     This  brought  on 
le  bloody  battle  of  Valentina.      The  enemy  were  repulsed, 
lUt  he  returned  with  fresh  troops   to   the   charge.     General 
*udin,  the  connnanding  officer,  was  killed  in  this^last  attempt; 
lid  it  is  evident,  from  the  accounts  of  the  enemy  himseli;  that 
lie  Russians  accomplished  their  object,  and  retired  unmolested 
unot,  who  had  formerly  lost  his  way,  seemed  here  to  have  com- 
d  a  btill  greater  fault.     He  was  dctuchcd  to  throw  lmu« 
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ficir  between  the  retreating  Russin.i  army  ami  Afoscow.  He 
tailed  in  Lis  ol.ject,  becauae  in  realKy  be  durst  not  attempt  it 
I'rom  this  period,  be  was  sent  baek  in  bad  bealtb,  lortunafo 
Uiat  be  encaped  ibe  remainder  of  tbe  Russian  campaign.  The 
engagement  of  Valentina  continued  tbi  .ighout  the  dav,  an.l 
was  certamly  most  obstinate  and  bloody.  The  enemy  sta\ed  hi, 
loss  at  ;i/JO()  jnen,  killed  and  wounded;  and  estimated  that  ot 
the  Ilusci.ns  at  treble  the  number.  Fotu-  days  elapsed  before 
...  u.ou^^nt  prop:  •  to  notice  it  at  all,  n  practice  usual  when  he 
snlfered  a  defeat.*  The  Russian  accounts,  however,  which  are 
proven  to  be  nearly  correct,  stated  their  tolai  loss  at  Sm(,lensk 
at  9,000  n,en,  and  that  of  the  French  at  20,000;  and  it  wa. 
alterwards  ascertained,  by  the  documents  found  at  Moscow,  that 
the-  ioss  of  the  latter  was  nearly  23,000  men. 

It  may  easily  bo  conceiveil  what  an  awful  p,\  f „re  Smolen4 
aflorded,  alter  such  a  carnage.  In  flames,  and  covered  will, 
dead  and  dying;  without  refuge,  without  help,  without  hope, 
I  be  enemy  coloured  the  consequehces,  with  all  his  art.  Tin 
Hliolc  Russian  army  was  .-scribed  as  whoilv  dii^ijersed  a).(! 
broken.  Of  the  12  divisions,  says  the  enemy,  V  which  it  wa- 
composed,  2  were  broken  and  ilefeated  at  Ostr.  o,  2  at  Uu- 
hdifi;  6  at  Smolensk,  and  the  n  .u.uing  2,  consis  ^,g  of  the 
guards,  at  Valentina.  The  Poles  were  describe.  ,  '..sertin, 
ni  numbers.  "  Y..u  have  ub.,  uloned  us  without  (i.^hting"  .v 
they,  "  and  what  right  can  you  have  to  exact  from  us  u 
n..:n  under  your  colours."  These,  and  many  other  sneena- 
c>  press.ons,  amused  the  pe<,ple  of  L'rai.ce,  and  gave  satisfaetioli 
to  the  (bsaftbcted  througlu)ut  Eurojie. 

The  enemy  taunted  and  ridiculed  tbe  Russian  general  for  rot 
niahng  a  proj  r  use  of  the  advantageous  p<,silion  which  he 
held,  by  giving  battle  in  It.  ^r^he  c  nemy's  general,  «  wanted  re 
solut..-  "  and  the  Emperor  .lexander  (said  he),  had  reiteratd 
his  commands,  to  defend  Smolensk  tiM  the  last  extremity.  There. 
so,  rcontinued  he),  the  Ru.ssians  gave  out  that  they  wmdd  r„aL 
■i  St  1,  and  meet  us  in  battle;  but  no— we  appeared,  and  tl.c. 
made  no  effort  to  prot.rt  the  place;  Smolensk  was  taken,  ani:  ^ 

•  Tho,..r;,«/.V/<,„„„(po.tmast«,)  ^^gotto  scud  the  buIicUns  fur  «,ined.«!! 
rms,  September  3iit  ' 


,1 


61 


vy  .mil  iAFosfow,     He 

e  (liust  not  jitteinpt  it. 

bad  hiulth,  rortuimto 

ssiaii  cninpaigii.     Tlic 

ii^'hout  the  (luy,  and 

TlicTiieiny  slaltdlii^ 

and  estimated  that  ot 

r  dayg  elapsed  before 

•ructice  usual  when  hf 

is,  however,  winch  art> 

totai  loss  at  Smolensk 

;it  20,000;  and  it  was 

t'ouiui  at  Moscow,  that 

len. 

ivftd  ph  fure  Sniolcn^ 
les,  and  cove  red  witli 
It  help,  without  hope, 
villi  all  Jiis  art.  The 
whoJ'^-  diiji)ers€d  and 
leniy,  o*'  which  it  wu- 
t  Ohtri.  ,o,  2  at  Mo- 
g  'i,  consib  'ng  of  the 
describe*'  i  '(.'sertiiif; 
tvithont  tii^'hting.'  n 
>  exact  from  us  u 
many  other  snceriiii  i 
,  and  gave  satisfaetidii 

Inssian  general  fur  not  | 
us  position  which  lit 
general,  "  wanted  re- 
lid  he),  had  reiteratd 
iist  extremity.  There, 
that  they  would  luivkel 
■e  appeared,  andtlievi 
cnsk  was  taken,  amlj 

'■  bulltiUns  fur  some  da^'s! : 


^f  the  Russian  army  ran  full  drive  upon  Moscow.      <«  Smoletisk 
ift/ie   sacred!*    Smolensk   the   stron<:;i    whoever    has    Smolensk 
lias  Moscow,"  exclaimed  the  enemy.     That  the  tK'ciiputioii  of 
Smolensk,  occasioned  the  fall  of  Moscow,  cannot  ndmit  ot  a 
.doubt.     *'  Your  Majesty  may  rest  assured,  that  this  event  is 
the  necessary  consequence  of  tlie  loss  of  Smolenskf,"  says  !\u- 
,tiisc)ili  but  not  in  anger — he  does  not  attempt  to  say  that  )iis 
<||)redecessor  could  have  acted  better  than  what  he  didj;  although 
^the  occupation  of  Smolensk  occasioned  the  loss  of  Moscow,  that 
ii!<loes  not  necessarily  imply  that  blame  was  attached  to  the-  Rub- 
j^siun  general  for  his  conduct.     The  rest  of  the  campaigi;  siiew- 
,j.rd  that  Barclay  de  Tolli  acted  wisely  in  not  risking  a  liaille  to 
r^pvoserve  it.     ''^he  sole  object  of  Bonaparte  in   attacking  the. 
||j)lace,   was  to  provoke  a  general  engagement;    but  when   he 
^ibuud  the  Russian  general  would  not  leave  the  advai-.tugeous 
.,j|)osition  which  he  had  chosen,  to  engage  an  enemy  imniensoly 
■^jftuperior  in  numbers,  Bonaparte  could  not  with  propriety  rc- 
AJinquish  the  attack;  least,  if  he  had  done  so,  it  might  have  been 
4|  construed  into  inability  on  his  part,  to  accomplish  the  object. 
Success  was  his  sole  aim,  any  thing  else,  even  in  appearance,  was 
injurious  to  his  cause,  and  might  be  dangerous.     The  object  of 
the  Russian  general  seems  to  have  been  a  wise  one,  namely,  to, 
defend   every    strong    position    which    the   country   afforded, 
against  a  superior  enemy,  while  lie  could  inflict  upon  that  ene- 
my, a  loss  more  thiui  double  to  that  which  he  suffered,  and  at 
the  same  time  not  endanger  the  fate  of  his  army,   upon  which, 
at  that  moment,  the  existence  of  the  Empire  in  a  great  mea- 
sure depended.  But  had  he  acted  otherwise — had  he  at  Smolensk 
given  battle  to  the  enemy,  what  would  hiwrt  been  the  conse- 
>equences.   1  ije  enemy  was  then  superior  in  m,:.; ;  ers  by  one  half 
— still  proportionately  more  so  in  cavalry     inucquainted  with, 
disaster,  and  buoyed  up  with  the  utmost  confidence  in  victory 
and  complete  success.     Had  he  engaged  such  an  enemy  in  a 
general  battle,  the  fortune  of  war  was  doubtful;  and  the  battle 
loit  might  have  sealed  the  doom  of  the  Ijliissian  Empire,  by  inti- 


•  13th,  Hth,  and  I5th  Bulletins. 

f  Kiituaort's  Dispatch,  September  ICthi 

i  Kuiusoft  iiiniMit,  after  lie  took  thi 
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".ci.  H  (i,.,„  i™,,  '„,  „„„,,,  h„,;;;, ,,;,;. '  '""'■  r""™! 

;t  Ii<„n.li„„,  i.  „.„„„,  ,,„„  .oonrrJarontT'?""  ""  '""  ""■ 
>-  -ai  da„,.r.  M„  ..„„„,  i,av„  T  L™"? '"  '"  "  ^^"'"'^ 
otlicr  rraouiTO,  while  th,.,,.  .     n  i  '         '■'■"'™»  '""I 

••>  <li«t»nce  from  „ll  his  L  .T.''" ''"'I'''''- '<>'«''' 
time  .„  r™,l,.,.  v    „  '  dSt   „      "  '"""  ™'"''  J""'  '"'"  - 

J  he  ocr„|,,„,„n  „f  a  p„r,  „f  the  countrv  el,,  '^""'''■"'''• 

army  entire,   until  circnmunn  i    ,*     ''^^^'"8  ^"^  Russian 

-y  more  complete  .KUhajf'K      ^''"r^^"-  ^^  ^he  ene- 
oulations  of  t he  Ru     .n  r  i     '  ""  ''""^^'  "^''^  '^'' '^^^ 

:^:^=^n  !:;-^^-^  f^^^^ 

.tancs  out  oTten    thT  ^'>   ""  ^^"^'  it  was  in  .ine  in- 
,  -  y     O^h  --  «uu  the  4oi„teur,  had  made  the  defensive  s» 
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ionnlfotlinpandiifmos? 
Iier  hniul,  if  he  l„„;r|„ 
''I"  K«inttl  at  iJoroilino, 
J«  file  utiDost  he  could 
m  minibors,  upon  the 
I  liini_at  IK)  ^nnt  dis- 
would   lijive  preserved 
red  it  impraetienbic  for 
1>  Jiis  success,  until  li,, 
1  tlie  interior,  by  wine,', 
iited,  would  bnvo  reii- 
.   to  secure  iiis  Mvm. 
■  Smolensk,  as  Jjc  wav 
E-ncd  bim  to  a  sense  ci 
<1  >ip  Jiis  reserves  nnti 
oiiH'd  bim  witb  snfbtv 
wlvnnced  ao  Jio  did  iii 
issian  Empire;  to  sudi 
"le  could  join  bim  in 
vc  defeat  from  bein^r 
J  ofthellussian  cam- 
icos,  bave  been  so  sig- 
-Mtbough  the  Russian 
bited  nor  calculatal 
'  stages  of  this  cam- 
<^>  iif-'  acted  wisely  in 
>  preserve  Smolensk. 
or  the  moment,  was 
^serving  the  Russian 
season,  enabled  it  to 
omfiture  of  the  ene- 
oubt,  were  the  ral- 
theend,   the  enemy 
t  ftelings  from  sar- 
arte  accused  his  an- 
■»  it  was  in  «ine  in- 
leir  wisdom.      For 
e  the  defensive  syj. 
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Ht"  of  Lord  Wcllinctnn,  in  Portii,r„l   .i.^    i  • 

*iic..i...  Ti,..  «,„,o  |,i„ , ,™  'r'',  '  1r'  "^  "«■"■  p"w;e 

P'T  would  tl...  „f .„  „„,,.'  Y™     ."",''«;.■■ "» ;■  -".".y 

'"<■=  of  Ekraubl  on  tbe  <rr™f  r  .  }  «"""  '""''i  «« 
»*»ki  on  .helrf,  bank  „  ^^t.V"M''^^""^''  I"™- 
!*'""«  occurred  in  ,hi,  rctrL,  ^    """« '"'  ""^  '"'- 

f  «»»rd  of  tbe  Russian  nrm,.  •  ^  ™,'"  ™  «"cmy  and  the 
t  i"  'l.eir  marcb  '''"''  '""» '"'^'''"g  the  Bus- 

..  '*^'':;i:;Z  ::r£"t  ™  -^-en  .be  «r.nd  ar- 
«<*<-.  .ftcrbis^epj-'^^''^''''^'''''"'^'"^!  corps.    Wit- 

™c<.d  guard  ,0  observe  brmot'        .         ""«  "  ""-""g  »''- 

•  ""J  compel  bim  to  pal  Tj  n  '^  "'^''  *'«^''<'"- 

-       —  "'2=  purpose,  he  rece^v,^*^  ."r.^        """  '  °"  ^'» 

•mB*„.„;        """'"'■"«'™»'"">".«0„dino. 
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having  been  rc-cnforced*  by  11,000  men,  was  again  on  the  ad- 
vancc,  he  immediately  returned  to  oppose  him.     On  tlie  lotli 
of  AiLgust  he  fell  in  with  the  enemy's  advanced  guard,  which  he 
defeated,  with  considerable  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  6O0 
prisoners.-]-    Of  this  action  no  French  bulletin  ever  took  any  no 
lice.  Wittgenstein  continued  tofoUowthe  enemy,  and  on  the  IGtti 
found  him  posted  before  his  intrench ments,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Polotsk.     The  Russian  General  immediately  resolvcil 
to  give  him  battle.     On  the  morning  of  the  17th  the  engage- 
ment began,  and  was  continued  hand  to  hand  for  14  hours,  witli 
the  utmost  fury.     After  six  desperate  attacks  in  the  face  of  the 
most  formidable  batteries,  the  Russians  succeeded  in  drivirif 
the  enemy  into  their  intrenchments  with  great  slauj^vhter.    Mai 
shall  Oudinot  was  wounded  on  the  shoulder  by  a  cannon  bal, 
and  carried  to  Wilna.     General  Govion  St.  Cyr,  assumed  tli; 
command    in  his    stead.      The  loss   of  the  Russians  durin/ 
this  day  was  2000  killed  and  wounded;:}:  tliat  of  the  enemy  m 
much  greater.    The  enemy,  on  this  day,  acknowledjres  a  lossc 
1000  men,§  but  it  has  been  estimated  as  high  as  4000  killed  aii. 
wounded  alone.     During  the  night  the  French  uri.iy  received: 
fresh  re-enforcement  oi"  Bavarian  troops,  under  General  Derm 
these  replaced  the  corps  of  General  Wrede,  "  which  had  bee: 
much  exhatisted  by  the  battle  of  the  former  dny."||  Wittgenstei 
who  was  determined  to  renew  the  attack,  had;  *^'iring  the  nigli; 
collected  all  his  troops, and  brought  forward  i*isKAi'liery,amoiiii! 
ing  to  180  pieces  by  the  French,  and  100  by  the  Bavarian  ,i( 
count.     Govion  St.  Cyr  saw  hi«  object,  and  deteiTOine<l  ru  ait 
ticipate  him.     At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  an  actii;"«  co» 
menced,  more  obstinate  and  bloody  than  any  that  had  yet  take 
place.     The  contest  was  of  the  most  murderous  descriptio; 
The  fire  of  the  artillery  was  terrible.     The  desperate  valoiif 
however,  of  the  Russian  troops,  overcame  every  effort  of  li 
enemy.     Repeatedly  the  French  and    Bavarian  troops  tlirc 
themselves  in  columns  upon  the  Russian  batteries,  and  as   i' 
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•  Wittgenstein's  dispntcJi. 
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en,  was  affain  on  the  ad-     ii,,.,  i„r.  a  ^  . 

pose  lu,„      On  U,e  .  0,1,     tZ     '  "n  '^'"'"  """"^';  ''"■'  ''='■-»  'l'™-    TI,e  Bavarian 
1  J  11.,.        wcneral,  Dcroy,  was  wounded  in  ffi«  U^u    i  "'^varian 

dvanced  guar.^  wh.ch  I,     „„  ,..„i^^  J^,^^  «' J"  'h«  bell,  by  a  m,.,„et  ball, 

1  and  wounded  and  6O0     s«<,ral  other  Generala  »ere  would  o^^   T!  °  "'°™'"'- 

mlletm  ever  took  any  no      „«  u,..r.  ,j  •        •  »      u  ^"""aed  on  both  sides.  The  eno- 

,  •'     ,      n»y  vvere  driven  into  the  town      Th^  R.,    •        .-      /^"^ '"t.- 

ra.  immediately  Liv.     t'l^"'-^::^  '^jTr' '"  ""-"'»"  '^ 
of  the  1 7th  the  engage     w  ^,,  ,k,^  ^'   •    '*^/^"*:'"y'  «s  usual,  claimed  decided  victories 

hand  for  U  honrs.^^.  ^^.t  1^  b tnAr'.;:  Th'e^  "'\'\  ^^''  ^'"^ 

attaeks  in  the  fece  of  .1,  g  .„  ,„,|^^.  „^^.  ,^  PolotI  t^d  „?!','     "    """"  """I"'' 

ns  «,cceeded  in  drivi,,  J|,i,,^  „„,,  ^^^^.^  i„„„iX  'IrTll      ,        f "  »''''  "^  'I" 

>  great  slani;hter.    M„.  ffeie,,,  ,h„.  ,he  R„,I  ^  hid  .1   7"  °'  ""^  ''"■  *''™'- 

,ulderbyae.„n„nb,t  i^„.     /,„,„„,,  the  :  olt'tf  t  t^fr "  *«^  "-''^ 

>n  a  Cyr,  assumed  tk  g^  contradietorv     The  e„.m,        ,  ™  "''^  ""ri""' 

,f  the  Russians  duri.  .%al  a  l„.s  JnoOoTt    LuTsL",   ■"  J"';""""'"  """'°"- 

y,aekm>wled»e,akK,.    fitt^enstein  on  the  first  17^1   h'-  ^"^   ''"""■"^^ 

iO  prisoners.     On  the  isth  hrstl^LTbl  *''''°'"'  ''«'''« 
both  sidi.,,  but  that  of  .hi  '  "*  '■"J'  fc"-™' 

.^»ia„s  in  Mij  *d':i:ir"src?'''"  ''^"" 

[«  «.b«„,ue„t  dispatch,  he  stated  del  '."""■"  '""' 

Ns  Kossian,  killed  and  wo,?!  ."  °"  '"'"''  »''''"°  !« 

™.  .o,,oo  killed  Xld"  ;„d°"t:  •'.= ■""  "f  '- 

•I  *■  Cyr  says,  that  „n  .he  »;,,  It,  iT""''.  '''■ 
»    and  1000    nrisonp..^         i    ,        V  P'^*^^'"' «^  *^a"- 

^/;*.eshi..cco„„.of.he,::'o::hrdr:<,«rd:rr- 

«  ene.v  s,  If ',,1    .      ."-."T'^--.  '"■■"«  "-'f  <iouble 
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high  as  4000  killed  an. 

French  arsiiy  receivctii 
s,  under  General  Derot 
rede,  "  which  had  bcc; 
ei  day."  II  Wittgenstoi' 
,  bad  '^'iring  thenigli; 
ard  iiisKii'lJeryjamouni 
i  00  by  the  Bavarian  ..( 

and  determine*!  *a>  se 
lernoou  an  acti,  >  cos 
a  any  that  had  yet  take 
murderous  descri)>ti(i: 

The  deiiperate  valoir 
;anu?  every  eUbrt  of 


Bavarian  troops  tl.re     '^"t  the  enemy  states 'the  tin   ^TT'"''  ^^""^  "'^'^^^  double 
.  batteries,  and  as  ■•  i     tl^  different  gover^m  nts  n     vT  1  T'  ^''"-    ^*  '^'^^  '^^"^- 

«*m.iosin  liuS^ZTS^t'  ''^  — ^^  <•--  their 
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til,  Garotte,  September  5tli 
y  DavaviM)  officiul  aav 


«»rn.ios  in  Kussia    but  th     '""™  ''''*^^""^'*  ''■«"»  their 

th  bulletins  Tf  itpfr  rr ''""'  ^"  ''^  '^  ^"ff™^  fr-» 

*. ,.        .        "<>naparte,  that  it  was  hintod  iho...  „..k.:  ... 

«""  "f  Austria  .r^'  ,    '''  "'"'■''"'gly.  with  thccxee,.. 
"""  ""■  "'«"'"  ''■■"K-'i  "Poi.  their  operations.  ' 
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In  thd  luehiltinie,  Torniasoffhad  numerous  and  severe  ^li^H-j*:. 
tiients  with  the  united  forces  of  Schwartzenberg  and   Ilegmtr, 
certainly  exceeding  60,000  jxien.     llegrtier  had  the  7th  cor))sot 
the  French  army,  at  least  30,000  strong,  and  Schwartzenlx  r 
had  tlie  Austrian  auxiliary  army,  80,000,  besides  the  isaxo: 
troops.     Thus  situated,  Torniasofl",  whose  forces  did  not  excen' 
40,000  men,  was  compelitid  to  act  on  the  defensive.   He  Goncoi 
trated  his  troops  behind  the  defile  of  Horodetska:  and  oil  tin 
12th  of  August,  there  awaited  the  attack  of  the  enemy.    'I'lie  T; 
corps  advanced  to  the  attack  of  the  Russian  posili(m,  under  an  n. 
cessant  and  dreadful  fire  Jroni  the  artillery,  which  Tormasofi'luii 
posteil  hi  an  advantageous  manner.    The  enemy  endeavoured  i 
vain  to  turn  tiie  Russian  right.     Torinasoif  for  a  moment,  ai 
cording  to  the  enemy's  accounts,   became  the  assailant;    iii 
*'  all  their  efforts  were  reduced  to  repulse  his  reiterated  attack 
and  drive  the  Russians  back  upon  their  centre."*     The  bull, 
became  general.     It  was  contested  with  great  slaughter.     Toi 
inasoif  redoubi"d  his  efforts  to  drive  the  enemy  into  a  wooc 
near  his  position,  but  he  could  not  succeed.     The  enemy  no- 
endeavoured  to  pass  a  large  force  over  a  morass,  which  To; 
niasoff'  considered  secureil    his  flank.     They  succeeded;    an 
which  unexpected  attack  turned  the  fortune  of  the  day.    Nevci 
theless,    Tormasoff'  yet  made  another  attempt,   by  a  mass  < 
cavalry  from  his  left,  to  attack  the  enemy'ti  right;  but  which  ai 
tack  having  been  foreseen,  was  rendered  ineffectual,  though  lu 
a  moment  the  enemy  gave  way,  but  afterwards  recovered  tlitt 
ground.     Night  now  jmt  an  end  to  th?  engagement;  and,  uiule 
cover  of  it,  Tormasoff' withdrew  his  artillery  from  this  vvellra 
tested  field,  and  retired  upon  Kobryn,  and  afterwards  in  il 
direction  of  Volhynia.     Next  day  the  enemy  followed  his  m 
guard,  but  without  being  able  to  effect  any  thing  of  mattiij 
injury  against  it.     Schwartzenbcrg  estijiiutes  the  Russian  I* 
ut  3000  killed  and  wounded,  and  his  own  at  lOOO;  but  astlios  i 
accounts  came  through  the  Parisian  manufactory,  lU)  reli.i 
is  to  be  placed  upon  them  in  this  point,  which  they  iil» 
distort;  and  considering  die  excellent  position  which  the  Ki 

•  Schwartjiiiiherg's  buit^tin,  from  the  Frcntb  pajjcis,  from  wMch  this  v.i 
(Kcuuiit  is  coinjitled. 
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LTOus  and  severe  CifgH;/*?. 
rtzenberg  and  Ilegnkr, 
iier  had  the  7th  cov])s  ot 
g,  and  Schwartzenbeiv; 
000,  besides  the  Saxor 
jBe  torecs  did  not  exteti: 
?  det'onsiTe.  He  conceii- 
lorodetska;  aiid  oii  llit 

ot"  the  enemy.  Tlie  7ti: 
an  position,  under  an  iii' 
•y,  whicii  Tormasofi' hiiii 
B  enemy  endeavoured  it 
LisoiF  for  a  moment,  ;ic. 
line  tlie  assailant;  iim 
se  ills  reiterated  attach 
r  eoiitre."*     Tlie  butti 

great  slaughter.  Tui 
he  enemy  into  a  wooii 
L'eed.  The  enemy  no 
•  a  morass,  which  'I'v 

Tliey  succeeded;  ai, 
line  of  the  (hiy.  Never 
attempt,  by  a  mass  t 
y'y  right;  but  which  ai 

I  ineffectual,  tliougli  lu  | 
tjrwards  recovered  tliif  l 
jngagenient;  and,  \m\t  i 
Ucry  t'roln  tliis  well  ion 

and  afterwards  in  it  | 
neniy  followed  his  m 
t  any  thing  of  mattiii 
siiutes  the  Russian  li* 

II  at  1 000;  but  astlift 
uiufaclory,  no  rcliuiit. 
int,  which  they  iilwa)  j 
(osition  which  the  lUj 

aiJi'is,  fiom  which  tli.'sHi^ 
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ins  held,  and  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  defended  it, 
;  loss  of  the  enemy  must  at  least  have  equalled  theirs.     No 

fnon,  stores,  or  colours,  were  claimed  by  the  enemy,  which 
W8  that  TormasofF  retreated  without  any  serious  molestation. 
^e  Austrian  regiment,  that  of  Colleredo,  in  crossing  the  marsh 
aieady  mentioned,  lost  18  officers,  and  300  men;*  and  in  the 
^unt  of  this  action  in  the  Vienna  Gazette,  August  21st,  the 
itrian  loss  is  estimated  at  1,300  killed  and  wounded,  aboat 
more  than  the  bulletin,  given  through  the  medium  of  the 
miteur;  besides  the  loss  of  the  French  and  Saxon  troops, 
lich  must  have  been  at  least  as  many.—So  much  for  French 
'acity  in  these  matters. 

The  French  army  followed  the  Russians,  who  conducted  their 
•eat  in  a  masterly  manner.     On  the  16th  a  very  serious  af- 
took  place  between  Ur  and  Dewin.     The  Russians  were 
lantageously  posted  on  the  skirts  of  a  forest.     They  defend- 
itheir  position  most  gallantly,  disputing  the  ground  foot  by 
against  every  effort  of  the  superior  forces  of  their  enemies, 
engagement  lasted  throughout  the  day;  and  the  Russians, 
the  night,  retired  behind  the  Dewin.     According  to  the 
>nna  Gazette,  their  loss  was  700  killed  and  wounded,  and 
» prisoners,  and  some  hundreds  of  baggage  waggons:  and 
ft  of  the  Austrians  300  men,  as  usual,  without  including  the 
ench  and  Saxon  loss.     Tormasoft;  after  disputing  every  inch 
round,  and  daily  skirmishing  mth  the  enemy,  took  up  aa 
antageous  position  at  Ratno,  behind  tite  river  Pazipetz   a 
iam  which  flows  into  thePripez,  one  of  thegrand  tributaries 
;he  Dnieper.     Here  we  must  leave  him  for  a  while,  and  re- 
T  to  more  important  operations,  and  a  more  interesting  scene 
aiihlul  to  their  defensive  system,  the  Grand  Russian  armJ 
tmued  to  Jail  back,  much  against  the  inclination  of  the  sol- 
's  but  that  system  was  now  drawing  to  a  close.  On  the  27th. 
rshal  Kutusoff;  who  had  been  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
Id,  arrived,  and  prepared  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  his  army, 
fgiymg  the  enemy  battle.     KutusofF  had  been  bred  in  the 
fool  of  Suwarrow.     Through  a  long  and  arduous  life  he  had 

'  SchwMUenburgh'i  Dinpakb,  Auguit  14th. 
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bssiduously  served  his  country.     With  danger  he  m'hs  faihilia: 
to  him  she  had  no  terrors.     At  Ismael  he  had  lost  an  eye.    Ii 
the  bloody  trenches,  at  the  foot  of  its  walls,  he  had  been  lef 
as  dead;  but  found  afterwards,  he  recovered  to  sav«his  countn 
Experience  had  taught  him  wisdom.     Cautious  in  his  polir 
but  firm  and  decided  in  his  actions.     Near  fourscore  years  ha 
passed  over  his  head,  grown  grey  in  the  service  of  his  countr 
The  ai'my  looked  upoh  him  as  a  father— as  a  companion  inj 
their  toils,  and  therefore  adored  him.    The  nation  looked  t 
to  him  with  confidence.     He  raised  their  hopes.     He  promi 
ed  them  deliverance,  and  he  lived  to  realize  their  expectation 
At  Mojaisk,  the  first  town  of  any  note  in  the  government 
Moscow,  and  near  the  river  Moskwa,  he  took  up  an  cxcelle, 
position,  in  order  to  cover  the  capital.     At  Moscow  the  grci 
est  anxiety  and  alarm  prevailed.     The  enemy  was  now  advai 
ed  to  within  70  miles  of  the  place,  and  no  appearance  of  F  = 
progress   being   arretted.     The   population    of  the   distrit 
through  which  he  had  advanced,  crowded  to  Moscow,  andi 
creased,  by  their  contradictory  statements,  the  general  alan 
A  million  and  a  half  of  people  were  collected  within  its  waf 
uncertain  whether  to  remain  or  fly,  and  not  knowing  where 
direct  their  footsteps.     All  eyes  were  directed  to  Kutusoff,  a 
turned  towards  Mojaisk,  as  it  was  understood  the  army  woj 
make   a  stand,   in  the  intrenchments  which  had  been  r 
there;  but  which,  according  to  the  accounts  of  the  enemy, 
not  quite  finished.     It  was  evident  to  the  most  inattwrfr 
that  a  terrible  crisis  was  approaching.     Moscow  could 
surrendered  without  a  struggle.     The  lines  at  Mojaisk,  Jt » 
known,  had  been  fortified— no  other  favourable  position 
mained  betwixt  that  and  the  capital.     All  eyes  were  theietf 
directed  to  this  spot.     Europe  was  interested  in  the  c 
Every  breath  and  every  whisper  from  that  quarter  awak 
the  feelings  of  nations,  and  commanded  the  attention  of 
lions.     The  Russian  army  called  loudly  to  be  led  to  bl 
Kutusoff"  had  chosen  his  ground,  and  was  determined  to 
it.     Napoleon  advanced,  eager  to  meet  it.     The  preparal 
were  formidable,  the  stake  immense.     Liberty  or  death 
t?  FavCii-wwfu  Qi  iiic  RueSijMisj  Vttiory  nnd  Moscow,  m 
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opposing  host.  Here  the  fate  of  Alexander,  and  the  for- 
le  of  Bonaparte  were  to  be  determined,  and  both  parties 
spared  for  the  gigantic  combat.     The  Russian  array  was 

>ut  130,000  strong;  that  of  the  enemy  180,000. Every  mo- 

that  could  impel  the  human  soul  to  action,  here  animated 

breasts  of  the  different  combatants.     It  is  not  my  inten- 

t,  as  it  is  above  my  powers,  to  describe  minutely  the  events 

his  terrible  day;  it  is  a  subject  which  claims  a  bolder  pen, 

'  will  occupy  the  talents  of  some  future  Robertson  to  record 

im. 

'he  enemy's  account  of  this  memorable  battle  is  so  full  of  false- 
id  and  misrepresentation,  that  scarcely  any  attention  is  due  to 
relation,  except  as  ♦.o  the  length  and  obstinacy  of  the  action, 
the  4.th  the  enemy  reconnoitercd  the  Russian  position,  in 
it  of  Borodino,  but  was  driven  back  with  loss.     On  the  5th  a 
■e  serious  affair  took  place,  against  a  redoubt,  upon  a  rising 
lund,  about  one  mile  and  a  quarter  in  front  of  the  Russian 
and  occupied  by  10,000  men.     The  enemy  caused  the 
ig  of  Naples  and  the  divisions  of  Compans,  to  pass  the  Kolog- 
aiid  attack  this  place,  while  Poniatowski  endeavoured  to 
>jPB:n  the  position.     After  a  desperate  attack,  tho  enemy  states 
it  he  accomplished  his  object,  and  that  the  Russians  were 
iven  from  it,    with  the  loss  of  one-third  of  their  number. 
le  Russian  accounts,  however,  which  are  more  correct,  insist 
it  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with  great  loss  of  men,  and  seven 
eight  pieces  of  cannon;*  and,  that  the  place  was  taken  and 
'en  four  times,  and  not  abandoned  by  them  till  night.f  The 
w»s  sfMnt  by  both  armies  in  observing  the  motions  of  each 
er.     The  armies  on  this  day  occupied  the  following  positions. 
le  Russian  left  was  backed  by  a  large  wood,  supported  by  it 
-  heigi.t,  crowned  by  a  redotibt  plante<l  with  25  pieces  of 
inon.    Their  centre  behind  a  village  (which  had  been  de- 
>yed)  occupied  two  fine  heights,  with  /edoubts  at  the  dis- 
-of  100  paces  from  each  other,  and  covered  with  artillery 
infantry.    Their  right  extended  behind  the  Kologha,  in 

•  Othcurt's  DisjMtck,  September  13th. 
i  0«c!«!  BuUetin,  Foreign  Oflicc,  Oetolwr  SOa,  (torn  Rus«»h  .ccoiioti 
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the  rear  of  the  village  of  Borodino,  and  was  supported  by  twd? 
fine  heights,  crowded  with  redoubts,  and  fortified  with  batter, 
les.*     The  enemy  was  in  front  of  these  positions  with  an  am, 
superior  in  numbers,  a  numerous  cavalry,  and  a  formidable  «', 
tiUery.    The  brave  and  venerable  KutusofF,  with  his  princip, 
officers,  upon  the  evening  of  the  6th,  rode  along  the  whole  iin, 
of  the  Russian  army,  haranguing  his  men.     He  pointed  out  t 
them  how  British  valour,  under  Wellington,  in  a  cause,  not  in 
mediately  their  own,    had  scaled  the  walls  of  Badajos   an, 
swept  the  plains  of  Salamanca.     He  conjured  them  bv  all  t\ 
was  sacred,  and  by  every  motive  which  could  arouse'the  fed  ' 
ings  of  the  human  soul,  to  protect  their  country,  the^r  akari 
their  homes,  and  the  tombs  of  iheir  forefathers,  from  violenc 
and  insult      To  patriotism,  the  solemn  voice  of  Religion  W 
her  aid;  the  sacred  image  from  Moscow  was  carried  along  tt 
line  with  the  General,  the  troops  beheld  it  with  reverence  a« 
enthusiasm,-.they  heard  and  felt  the  appeal  of  their  Genen^ 
1  ears  started  from  .^very  eye,  and  every  Russian  resolved  to  m 
qaer  or  perish.    It  was  a  noble,  a  solemn,  and  an  affecting  scene 
Nor  w-as  Napoleon  idle.     He  knew  that  on  the  issue  ■  f  fhis  d., 
depended  his  future  fame  and  fortune.     Victory,  decisive  ani 
complete,  could  alone  save  him  from  destruction-defeat  m 
utter  ruin      On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  sun  rose,  says  h 
ivithout  clouds.     «  Soldiers!  he  exclaimed,  this  is  thesunr. 
Austermz.     Behave  yourselves  as  you  did  at  Austerlltz,  Frei^  1 
land,  WUepsk,  and  Smolensk.     Before  you  is  Moscow-Vi. 
tory  will  give  us  plenty,  good  quarters  for  the  winter,  and. 
speedy  return  to  your  country.     The  field  of  battle  is  befo 
you-hencetorth  victory  depends  upon  you.'-f     The  first  m 
of  this  was  another  of  those       .atrical  fictions  with  J^ 
tne  enemy  chose  to  embellish  his  bulletins.     The  latter  ,»r 
Of  his  address  was,  in  all  likelihood,  correct;   but  the  1)1, 
sion   to  the  8un  of  Austerlitz,  from  the  sun  rising  witte 
clouds,  we  know  was  Ihlse,   «  for  it  was  under  cover  •f «  thi« 
log,    says  Kutusoff,!  "  that  the  enemy  attacked  my  lefi 
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lawn  of  the  morning."  It  was  easy  (says  the  enemy  in  hi. 
»8th  builetm)  to  manoeuvre  and  oblige  the  Russians  to  evacuate 
lieir  position,  but  that  would  have  been  renouncing  our  object- 
es,  certainly  it  would  have  been  so-for  that  object  was  a 
tetory  like  Austerlitz,  and  the  total  destruction  of  the  Russian 
rmy,  a  task  not  easy  to  accomplish.  But  after  all,  it  was  bv 
Mnceuvnng,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  that  the  enemy  was 
habled  to  carry  his  object  of  compelling  the  Russians  :o  aban- 
on  their  position.  > 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,   by  break  of  day,    the  battle 
Dmmenced  with  a  tremendous  cannonade,  and  furious  attack 
rK,n   the  whole  line,   but  chiefly  directed  against  the  Rus- 
»  left,  where  the  gallant  Prince  Bagrathion  commanded; 
Id   who  here  rgceived  a  wound  which   cost  him  his   li% 
ihis  part  of  the   Russian   army  suffered  much.     Thev  had 
sustain  the  fierce  onset  of  half  the  French  army.     The 
iemy  s  cavalry  advanced  to  the  very  muzzles  of  the  Russian  ar- 
Blery,  whose  well  directed  and  incessant  fire  swept  away  whole 
Diumns     Before  Bagrathion's  line  arose  a  high  J'kam 
hU  o   dead  and  dying  enemies.    After  three  hours  dreadtl 
praage,  the  French  troops  were  compelled  to  give  way     But 
Uaparte  aware  hat  the  fate  of  his  army  depended  up^n  fhi 
hng  mamtaining  their  post,  re-enforced  this  part  of  hTsarmy 
hth  a     rong  force  un  ler  Caulincourt  and  Murat,    with  5o 

bVT:  .^'^  ^""^^  ^**"^^'  -^  rushing  ov  r  the 
bad  bodies  of  their  countrymen,    overpowered  Bragra  hion 

us  attack.     The  left  of  the  Russian  centre  was  exposed    and 

fe  h  r\  Kutusoff  was  aware  of  thi«,  and  re-enforced  his  left 
^th  a  strong  force  of  cuiraosiers  and  grenadiers.     Bagrl- 

be  t^h  nf  '°/*^M:Y'«"^  '^^'^  his  gallant  comrades,  and  in 
J  naa  lost.     The  combat  now  became  clos«  an^  «,.,-...•- 

^a^l  *tr'  ""'"  *'  ™^"'  '''"^''^  ^«  conqu7r"or  pS" 
^h.lc  the  Ma.cow  militia   and  l.ght  troops,  Lor  Touch: 
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koif  rushed  from  their  ambush  armed  with  pikes  and  hatch- 
ets, and  made  a  dreadful  carnage  amongst  the  enemy's  ranks, 
who  were  again  compelled  to  fly.     On  the  centre  the  attack 
was  tremendous:  the  batteries  were  alternately  taken  and  re- 
taken, with  dreadful  loss.     At  seven  o'clock,  Ney,  under  the 
protection  of  30  pieces  of  cannon,  attacked  the  centre  of  the 
Russian  army— at  eight  o'clock,  says  the  enemy,  «  his  positions 
were  taken,  and  our  artillery  crowned  his  heights.    In  this  ex- 
tremity he  attempted  to  restore  the  combat,"*  and  did  restore 
it,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy,  though  it  did  not  suit 
his  purpose  to  tell  this  part  of  the  story.     *  Three  hundred 
pieces  of  French  cannon  thundered  upon  the  Russian  masscf^ 
(French  masses,  he  snould  have  said)  and  their  soldiers  died  ;it 
the  foot  of  those  parapets  they  had  raised  for  their  protection.' 
But  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  Russians  succeeded  in  regain- 
ing their  batteries,  and  defending  them.     On  the  right,  the  at- 
tacks  were  equally  dreadful  and  sanguinary.     General  Morant, 
sap  the  enemy,  carried  the  Russian  redoubt  in  that  quarter; 
«  but  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  attacked  on  all  sides,  he 
could  not  maintain  himself  thor<'."f    Now  was  the  critical  mo- 
ment,  in  which  the  Russians  regained  all  they  had  lost.    They 
attacked  the  enemy's  centre,  which  formed  the  pivot  to  their 
right.     «  For  a  moment  it  was  feared  he  might  carry  the  vil- 
lage."$    The  Russians  did  carry  it.   The  redoubt  in  their  cen- 
tre,  which  commanded  their  position,  was  retaken,  and  the 
enemy  driven  to  a  distance.    Again  he  came  forward  with  fresh 
troops,  and  accumulated  fury— again  he  succeeded.     General 
Bonami  fairly  lodged   himself  in  this  important  fort  with  a 
considerable  force.     In  an  instant  it  was  retaken  by  the  Rus- 
sian General  Gormouloff,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  eveiy 
Frenchman  in  it  cut  to  pieces.§     General  Bonami  fell,  fairly 
pierced  with  20  wounds,  and  was  made  prisoner.    What!  onlj 
General  Bonami,  a  name  never  before  heard  of?  Yes,  Gene- 

•  Eighteenth  bulletin.        f  Eighteenth  buUeUn.        ^  Eighteenth  bulletin. 

§  These  particulars  are  taken  from  an  account  of  the  battle,  published  in  Uie  Si 
Petersburgh  Gaiette,  by  one  who  was  in  tlie  encasement,  hijt  whose  nants  ^ss  sot 
published.     It  was  said.  Sir  R«Aert  Wilson. 
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^ral  Bonami  fell,  and  was  taken  in  the  last  recapture  of  the  key  of 
fcr   ^'>^      .  f "--«--'  his  capture  was  an  incont^ro 

rS! ^«"  Uf  ' T'""^ "^"^"^ ^'^ '"-t^r -- com- 

pelled to  fight  for  retreat  and  not  ibr  victory :  and,  therefore,with 
hat  charactensfc  meanne.s  and  vanity  peculiar  to  Bonaparte 
the  name  of  this  brave  man  and  his  actions  were  omitted      The 
combat  at  this  moment,    and  particularly  at  this  place,  w.. 
terrible   and  sangumary.     «  The    earth  shook  to  afar    (J. 
idldfTt"''    Gazette)  at  the  anger  of  men;"  how  cl  Ja^a 
Mreadful  it  was  appears  even  from  the  accounts  of  the  enemv 
His  g.eneral  officers  and  first  commanders  fell  iast      It  S 
past  SIX,  A.  M.  General  Compans  was  wounded;  at  serfn  Da 
Jvoust  was  wounded,  and  had  ahorse  killed  under  him      Sn  n" 
after    General  Montbrun  was  killed;  and  inZeZJZ 
wards,   Caulincourt  the  younger,  who  was  sent  to  supply  hs 
place  was  shot  dead.    But  80  pieces  of  cannon  annihilated  the 
Russian  columns,  who  sjood  for  two  hours    inclnT    \ 
lexposed  to  their  fire,  «  unable  to  advance  1  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

,^|.,andrenouiicingthehopesofvictory,"tiIltheKin"^^^^^^ 
with  his  cavalry,  charging  throu^A  the  cAasms  which  the  can' 
non  had  made  in  their  columns    comn^llo^  .u     "'    ..^''^  *=»»- 
Vv«n  ,T  fk-  '""ins,  compelled  them  to  disoerse  * 

Ji-ven  It  this  account  were  tniP    if  ^.,1      u        ,   .      ""pcr^e. 

\7Z,  T  """'^  ""■  '"'■■  "'^"-  The  ob«i„acm 
.ombat,  «  know,  .„  be  trae,  bat  the  ,ucce«  of  the  enemv  fa 
known  to  be  false.     "  The  batteries  passed  from  the  pS" 

LffortoftK        1       ''""'  ^"  '^''  ^^'^  ^«"«»"ly  baffled  every 

hfs   ulhi "  T''  ^"'  ''  ^^"S^^'  ^f^-  -  -hole  day  IIZ 

m  slaughter,  unequalled  in  the  annals  of  modern  warfare  ThTv 
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darkness  over  the  face  of  the  eartli,  and  where  the  flashes  of  the 
musquetry,  under  th    mf  vidian  ray,  only  served  to  discover  the 
combatunts  to  each  other.     The  loss  on  both  sides  was  verv 
great.     That  of  the  Russians,  by  their  own  accounts,  about 
♦0,000,  and  the:  of  the  French,  60,000  men.     When  we  reflect 
that  scarcely  ai:y  prisoners  were  taken,  and  that  the  whole  of 
that  loss,  covered,  in  killed  and  wounded,  the  field  of  battle,  we 
may  form  some  ilea  of  the  awful  prospect  which  the  plains  of 
Borodino  afibrded  to  thf  survivors.     One  hundred  thousand 
brave  men,  and  upwards  of  20,000  horses,  lay  scattered,  dead 
and  dying,  in  these  bloody  fields.    Modern  history  can  furnish 
no  example  of  a  carnage  like  this  in  one  day  and  at  one  place. 
"  Never  was  there  seen  such  a  field  of  battle,"*  said  he,  who 
had  spent  half  his  life  amidst  blood  and  destruction.     Several 
thousand  men  were  employed  some  days  in  burying  the  dead, 
and  in  removing  the  wounded.    The  Russians  had  18  generals 
killed  and  wounded,  though  the  enemy  magnified  these  to  50; 
more  likely,   indeed,  his  own  loss.     Amongst  the  former  was 
the  gallant  Prince  Bagrathion,  who  had  previously  signalized 
himself  so  much  in  the  rotrc;>t  of  the  army.     In  the  prime  of 
life  he  fell  in  the  field  of  glory  and  honour.     The  cause  in 
which  he  met  his  fate  interested  the  world. 


k  n> 


■■    ■  TTc  sunk  to  rest, 

By  every  generous  feeling  blest. 

His  grateful  country  will  cherish  his  memory  to  latest  times, 
and  the  name  of  Bagrathion  will  be  found  by  the  side  of  those 
of  Borodino  and  Moscow,  in  the  brightest  page,  not  only  of  tlin 
history  of  Russia,  but  of  Europe.  The  enemy  confessed  s 
loss  of  10,000  men,  four  generals  killed  and  eight  wounded; 
and  estimated  the  Russian  loss  at  50,000  men.  The  reason  h 
gives  for  their  loss  being  so  much  greater  than  his  own  is  re- 
markable. «  Had  the  enemy,  says  he,  when  driven  from  their 
intrenchments,  not  endeavoured  to  retake  them,  our  loss  would 
have  been  greater  than  his;  but  he  destroyed  his  army,  by  keep 
ing  it  ftom  eight  o'clock  till  two,  under  the  fire  of  our  batteries 

•  Eighteenth  bulletin. 
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jphd  in  obstinately  attempting  to  regain  that  which  was  lost:*" 
^ow  this  account  ou-ht  just  to  be  reversed,  for  it  was  the  cne- 
%y  who  kopt  his  army  under  the  Russian  batteries,  endeavour- 
%g  to  regain  what  he  had  once  taken,  but  again  lost.  But  if 
\e  Russian  accounts  were  not  clear  and  decisive  on  this  im- 
jrtant  point,  even  to  their  remaining  next  day  on  the  field  of 
blc,  and  the  pursuit  by  PlatofF  for  15  versts  that  morning 

tliil  wd  have  the  most  undeniable  evidence  of  the  truth  of  it  by 
e  accounts  of  the  enemy  himsr' '     If,  as  he  says,  he  drove  the 
ussians  from  all  their  intre.         .^ts— if  he  gained  such  an 
Important  victory  with  so  little  loss,  what  became  of  him  for 
iliree  days,  when  he  did  not  even  advance  to  the  field  of  battle? 
It  was  the  lOth  before  his  bulletin  was  wroje  from  Mojaisk, 
tliree  days  after  the  battle;  and  then,  when  he  found,  that  in 
Cunsequence  of  his  manoeuvres,  the  Russians  had  retired,  he 
boldly  claimed  the  victory.     It  would  be  a  waste  of  words  to 
irgue  against  the  enemy's  statements.     There  can  be  no  ques- 
lon,  but  that  the  Russians  gained  the  battle  of  Borodino, 
hough  circumstances,  unfortunate  as  they  then  appeared,  but 
lltimately  most  fortunate  for  Europe,  and  ruinous  for  the  ene- 

V  himself,  arising  from  his  obstinacy  and  rashness,  prevented 
hem,  for  the  moment,  from  reaping  the  benefits  of  it.  The 
tussians  claimed  5000  prisoners;  and  the  enemy,  to  make 
I  appear  that  he  was  the  victor,  laid  claim,  as  he  usually 
|id,  to  an  equal  number,  and  60  pieces  of  cannon.     But,  if 

took  any  prisoners,  it  must  have  been  such  of  the  wounded 
I  the  Russians  could  not  remove;  and  the  cannon  were  no 
j)ubt,  those  which  were  not  worth  carrying  away;  for  it  is  not 
Ny  that  KutusolT,  who  remained  two  days  undisturbed  on 

V  field  of  battle,  would  leave  any  artillery  that  was  worth  car- 
Png  off. 

fThe  battle  of  Borodino,  says  Lord  Cathcart,  will  form  an 
hmportant  feature"  of  the  yynr.  It  did  so.  It  taught  the  in- 
Mer  what  ho  had  to  expect  from  50  millions  of  people,  com- 
bsed  of  tho  same  materials  which  there  opposed  him.  But 
he  enemy  although  defeated  was  still  powertiil,  and  had  gone 

Eighteenth  Sulletfn. 
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toofartorocede.     He  uantej  wmter  quarlcrs   ,„„,>1™       j 

pro™  for  hM.   „„.,  Mcco^;.,;  ti,  s.'i:i^ 

ato„d.„ly,up,„j,  ,„■„  „i,h„„  those  dciroble  obM  .    it 
supenomym  „„mW,,  notwithstanding  his  recent  severe !«,« 
™  stdl  such  as  would  enable  hi„,  to  accomplish  hi.o^  cT 

the  b«..k,  to  mterpose  between  the  B„ssi=n  army  and  the  « 

Welfobbged  to  abandon  tbe  hard-earned  field  of  Bor<^i„„ 
Oreumstaneed  a.  he  was,  no  „ltern«i,e  remained,  b„t  to  abT,"-' 
don  Moscow  for  .he  moment,  or  by  another  drJadful  eng^e- 
men.,  nnder  e^ery  disadvantage,  to  risk  .he  fa.e  of  the  eS^- 
p.re  He  prndently  chose  the  former,  and  havi,«s.ripp!d  th^ 
capital  of  every  .hing  which  eonld  be  of  service  to  the  ene^v 
he.  w,.h  a  heavy  heart,  abando„e.l  it  to  it,  fa.o.  .<  1 1™™^' 
fes  (says  the  galUn.  vceran)  that  the  abandonment  of  the! 
^^al  ,,  very  hard,".  b„.  any  other  movement,  than  ,he„ne 

which  hen,„de,"wo„ldhavepreven.edme(sayshe)fromklpb^ 
up  my  communications  with  .he  neighbouring  government^  3 
would  also  have  separated  me  from  the  armt  of  xXha^r 

andTormasoff/t  This  Bonaparte  knew  well,  and  strain  dZy 
nerve  .o  accomplish.  This  was  the  cause  of  his  despera.e  at  em2 

expected  ,o  vanqmsh,  so  he  also  wished  io  render  the  vicor;  mosi 
ta«r,e.nddes.ruc.ive,  by  .urning  their  army,  and  cutting  U^ff 
from  Moscow   and  the  resources  of  the  southern  provinces 

nl^N  w"    vf  u '°  "'"" ""  "■" '-  P~l"C.ive  pi incT: 
m  .he  N.  W  whde  he  remain«l  in  the  midst  of  plentv,  der"v« 
from  .hose  of  U,e  sou.h.     To  preven.  .his,  no  s  crifil  w,    ^o 
grea.;  and  the  destruction  of  Moscow  and  Petersb    glh  d 

of  U>„  plan  of  the  enemy  a.  a  cheap  ra.e.     Under  .he  circum 

Sed  hi"'      r-     "V'-P-'"'  — forcements  no.1, W 
jomed  h™,  ,0  have  nsked  another  bat.le  wi.h  an  enemy,  still 


i:*fl^' 
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superior  in  numbers,  «  wnuhl  f.^      v 

bea»  destructive  of  ..;ear:;lTL;'"»'f)  T  ™'^  •-= 
<o  ashes.".  .<  I„  ,hi,  1„„,  J  „ye  sZ«  T  '■"'"'^"'  ^O'cow 
holding  a  e„u„ei,  „f  ^    „""    ™'  '"""""'^ ''=J  'f'-r 

to  enter  Moscow,  out  of  wh^  all  T  1  '?,""""'  "-''"^y 
'he  -enals.  and  ataost  aU  Xpl^V  L   »'■  ^  ^'""^  " 
were  previously  conveyed    »ml  .         ,    ^'  ""l«™' M  private, 
^pectability  he  n-eansfr^ltd 7!?  °"  '"'"»''"«'  (of  r^ 
J-d,  must  have  been  thXw  S"  T"'"^    *'«^'  - 
gallant  leader,  at  this  dreadful  t,!!,"  ^"'™"  °'™^-  "»'"  "^ 
expression,  <a  must  conSsThat  rr";-     "'^  °™  ™P'e 
.t '^  -7  hard,"  „„e„  J^^n  Lt  IhrfilT  "V"'  '^''- 
the  cause  why  it  escaped  his  Jins   rl!  '  "^  P'"""'  »d 

can  otherwise  be  express^  ^''.^  ""'"y"  "  "■'onfeer  idea  than 
Mngs  of  a  8alla„.£t^-3'„  ''-»-"«  fron.  .he  acut« 

-as  no,  forgotten.  Moscow  sM  mrf"  ""«''  °'"""'°"«' 
of  every  Russian.  From  the  le^u  e^lT  ""  '^''^Sf^" 
lent  general,  "  I  hope  to  be  en^bZJ  ,  '  '™^''  ^  "^- 

"ents  „,archi„g  „  /;„  S,e  enemv  fr  ':'  "*  ""  '"""■"ee- 
eWing  his  attention,  I  hope "^1^7.  ""'  """  ''J'  »- 
«•».  and  to  change  Lis  whole  hn!?  *"  ''''°"''™  ^f"*- 

Sreat  distance  hoi  the  cTpi  jl    Z     '"^'"•"-     '  ™  «  no 

"■y  troops,  loan  with  "Sen"   ."rTh"  "°'"°"«='«J 
enemy,"  and  •  ™™«e  await  the  approad.  of  the 

the  army  „f  j,o„r  Impfrk   m'^^"'"  observation,  "  as  long  „ 

i^  Ww^  coLge'aTX'Sf rorM"'  '""."'-'"'with 
of  the  Empire."t     Under  P.  ^°"°"  "  »ot  the  Urn 

h.g».  the  Russian  g^erll  llTr""'-  -^  these  feel! 

»- iooked  upon  ..^Xi^^Z  ^'^""'-     ""  """•■'' 
".th  scorn,  and  his  co„fid"r'x^  '         «  '"P'essions  treated 
-Wed  and  mischievous  of  aTf     I™' "'''"'""'J' "•=  evil- 
-eh  enemy  himself,  who Vre^  .JrX  ^'  ""' "  "^  "^^ 
■"■Portant,  and  to  him,  fatafoperatbus     T^  t  "•""  "'"° 

'■-™.f™mtheircapit.,/.atn;c„S"Lrr:^f:: 
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«  sombre  and  religions^*  It  was  so,  but  it  was  the  consequence  of 
indignant  sorrow,  not  of  unmanly  fear.    To  the  southward  and 
westward  of  the  city,  and  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  enemy,  the 
Russian  General  took  up  an  excellent  position,  from  whence 
he  not  only  secured  his  own  communication  and  supplies,  but 
prevented  the  invader  from  deriving  any  support  from  the 
finest  provinces  in  Russia;  and,  at  the  same  time,  endangering 
the  whole  Ime  of  his  communications  from  his  rear;  hereby 
demonstrating  the  truth  of  what  he  so  feelingly  expressed, 
that  the  «  loss  of  Moscow  was  not  the  loss  of  the  Empire.' 
In  the  meantime,    the  enemy   advanced  without  fiirther  re- 
sistance, to  what  he  conceived  the  end  of  all  his  dangers,  and 
summit  of  all  his  hopes,  the  possession  of  Moscow,  which  he 
imagined  would  intimidate  the  Russian  government,  and  in- 
duce them  to  sue  for  peace.     On  the  14th  of  September  he  en- 
tered  that  ill-fated  capital.     There  he  hoped  for  plunder  sufi 
£cient  to  satisfy  the  rapacity  of  his  troops:  and  there  he  expect- 
ed, as  in  other  European  capitals,  to  find  the  seeds  of  discord 
and  disaffection.     But  he  was  miserably  disappointed.    Desert- 
ed dwellings,  or  an  exasperated  population,  met  every  footstep 
*e  advanced;  and  hardly  had  he  entered  the  Kremlin,  when  an 
**  ocean  ofJlame"\  consigned  the  whole  to  destruction.     Fortun- 
ately for  Russia  and  for  Europe,  Moscow  then  had  a  governor 
who  haa  a  head  to  plan,  and  a  heart  to  execute  designs  suited 
to  this  dreadful  emergency;  and  fortunately  too,  he  directed  a 
population  who  were  eager  to  obey  whatever  he  advised  to  be 
done.      They   instantly   consigned   their   habitati.-in-    to  the 
flames,  rather  than  these  should  afford  comfort  o         iter  to 
the  ruthless  invader. 

The  destruction  of  Moscow  will  form  such  a  memorable 
epoch  in  the  annals  of  the  world,  that  the  following  account  of 
this  ill-fated  city,  which  is  taken  from  the  latest  and  best  author- 
ities, (principally  Tooke's)  cannot  fail  to  be  interesting-— 

Moscow,  or  Moskwa,  formerly  the  capital  of  the  Russian 
empire,  is  a  very  ancient  city,  founded  about  1156.    It  is  si- 

trated  that  tho  «,„«■  .    j    .     i  "."«"««» «nat  officers  and  pnvatcs  were  so  pene- 

t  "  It  was  an  ocean  of  flame."  Twcnty.fint  BuUctiu, 
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tituted  in  55"  45'  N.  lat.  and  3T>  94,'  f  i        r 
in  a  level  country,  upon  the  nVer  Ll     ^^'uT  ^^««"^'cF,, 
it,  and  whence  if  takes  its  name  "'  "''^'  ^""^  *^^°"Sh 

Its  extent  and  population  has  been  verv  m.,  1, 

Beforethe seatof  the  Empire wasrerovedLp^^^^^^^^^^^ 
were  very  considerable;  but,  since  that  event  "^t     ,     «  '  '^''^ 
on  the  decline;  not  only  for  that  reason  b  1  a  so'^  1?.^''^ 
and  destructive  fires  which  have  happen^!  in  til  "^T' 

which,  in  1752,  reduced  the  best  haffofTtt       ^^^^""^'P-I  of 
it  was  visited  by  a  destructive  pestillt  ^  '"7'^' 

numbers  which  abandoned  the  city   in  L  1"^"^^"^^"'  "^  '^' 
months,  that  dreadful  scourt  c^ei  ^ff  J  ,      ''^"  '''  '" 
bi«.nts,  at  that  time  suppose!  toT  '^^h^^^^^^^^^^ 
pulation.     «  The  dead  lay  for  threeTfour  W         ."  '^'  P°" 

tion'at  250:000    IriTli""'?;'  "''Tf  "'^  P"""'- 
Busrfa,  and  knew  ™  aL.^J  !  ;''"  ."'"'"'  2°  J™"  ■■' 

living  had  accc  ^it^  tiT;:  '  h'alT  "'"T' 
winter,  when  the  noKJi;*,,  i  .u  .^^'  *"ys»  ^bat,  during  the 
in  it,  the  prpltion  i^  '"^  '^"''  """^^^^"^  ^«-»d«nts  rfside 
sumL^er,  w'hTn  n^^^  "^"t'  ^-ng  the 

inore  thin  200  000      fZ  t  '"  '"  '^^^  ^"""^^>''  ^'  ^^  ""' 

inhabitants  to^'^t^sb"^^ 
-t  the  extent  of  its  popSl^io^  ,0  mucT  ^'^  ''  ^''  '^'" 

-Tver  both  our  attention  and  imiution  •       ""''"'='"'"•  ^<^  'eceived.  and  which  de- 
Slale  .f  Moscow,  from  Ut  January  to  Ut  June  lfil9 

M^or  General  dascU^LfZ St:7'^;g  *"  '''  "-""'^  «/ 
Males,  .      """*•  Engines  ' 

Females.         .  "  "         ^'^'^     Horses,  .  "  220 

-         1,417  "  900 

?  Males.         .         .  ]f^  aZ 

'       888  ..™„-„^  ^'l^O 

l^in„»_ '  '^^  Moscow. 

'."7      '"^ff.c^""  "«•«•.  •'  ".'" 


Youths,    ?  J?'J«S' 
3  Femalesy 
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Notwitlutanding  aU  these  misfortunes,  however,  Moscow  is 
«till  a  considerable  and  venerable  city.  From  an  eminence  be- 
tore  the  Dorgomubof  gate,  is  a  full  view  of  it.  As  far  as  the 
eye  can  reach,  the  horizon  seems  covered  with  houses,  and  deep 
beneath,  when  the  sky  appears  to  touch  the  earth,  still  gorgeous 
palaces  and  lofty  towers  project  their  summits.  The  peremeter 
of  Moscow  amounts  to  somewhat  above  40  wersts  (26  English 
nules.)    Fifty-three  main  streets,  some  of  which  are  several 
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Pastry-cook  shops, 

Inns, 

Forges, 
Confectionary  shops 

Baths,  private, 
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Lamps, 
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Priests, 

Nobles, 

Soldiers, 

Merchants, 

Citizens, 

Domestics, 

Persons  of  other  classes, 


Males, 
Females, 


Total, 

OP    WHICH, 


5,104 
9,381 
3,175 
19,124 
18,139 
47,584 
96,409 

198,915 

96,282 
102,532 


•  A  Sagene,  or  Russian  fatLom,  is  seven  EngUUi  feet. 


awcvcr,  Moscow  is 
'm  an  eminence  be- 
lt. As  far  as  the 
h  houses,  and  deep 
arth,  still  gorgeous 
s«  The  peremeter 
wersts  (26  English 
which  are  several 


on, 


3ps 


Us 

20© 
17 
-  192 

145 
213 
568 
31G 
165 
1,198 
41 
17 
21 
360 
7,291 
Feet. 
paved  by  the 

49,973 
•aved  by  the 

136,682 
«ved  by  the 

ng.        -      4,006,023 
4,192,678 

OF  BOia  SIXES. 

5,104 
9,381 
3,173 
19,124 
18,139 
47,584 
96,409 


sses, 


Total,     198,915 

HICH, 

96,282 

102,532 

ed  destruction,  20C 

however,  damaged; 

itimated  the  loss  to 

s  no  less  a  gum  than 


I  feet. 


71 

-0  .he  Ya,«„  with  the  ^^iTkI  T  ''^ "''^""^  Mo,k«. 
The  Mo,k.a  fall,  ,•„,„  ,^,  oktZT^''  "'•^  through  i,. 
with  fish.     I„  ,ho  ,pri„g  ;  ™''^  "™;  .K'"<>'»ma,  „„d  .bo^„„ J 

ftomthoOkka,  laden  4.,;  r"  fc™';''™'"''.  b-tMha.  come 
the  Mo,k„a  divide,  Moscow  i„";  ul  ^^  !'  '  """"  "««■"! 
theCitoior  i,  the  large,,  ",'lr  ""'?""' P"""-  "f  »I>ich 
^.he  n^her  of  finf  .  „'  ^  f  P"'™';  -«,  in  regard 
l>"<fges  of„one,  and  t.e^,yTe"('t,T"'^'-  ^''"^" 
r'r  "-etween  .he  several  pa"!  TV"""''' "'"°'""»- 
which  are  the  Central  stone  brX  u  •""'"'  *^  '">«••  of 

Court  bridge  across  the  y",",.^  """  "•"  ^oskwa,  and  the 

The  streets  of  Moscow  are  i>r„  j     u 
™d,  in  various  part,,  are  e«ZT'  "'^'"^"""•«  »« 'Pacious, 
™tlyofonly„„e  J  "^  ™^"^'™  Sarden,;  .he  l,„„,e,  ar^ 
"tersticc  froa,  each  o  her   ,o  thrT"'"'  •>■" -P-ated  by 
'he,r  influence  in  every  pa^'o^*"^  "•{.f  ""^  «»"  diffusi 
"pours  from  stagnatingf  advllr'      ,"''  '"•'™""  "«i°"s 
are  two  often  deficient      „'""'°S«  '"  ""-ich  other  largecitie, 
Moscowi„p,.„p„,;"t,^---»  "■=  -^a^ingeienTrf 
A.™  ether  Pari,  or  London  '  "'^'^^"■8  "-ore  ground 

^'^TZ.Z:::^::;^J^f  '«<>  «ve  n,.i„  district,,  vi. 
,    TheAr.„/;  aw;rdT;Ti^™;'™'''«-°''.»"dtheSlob„de 

'«,,  .„eparatedfrom  the  kSoL??'"'  "^"'''^'''^  '*"' f"'- 
■■"""■ng  in  a  semicircle  round  ri^V'^P-'andalbsse 
considerable  eminence  on  „  b  'nfe  o^  H  "  "  "  *"'«■  "■'  • 
>"  the  very  centre  of  the  citv-  ,h  """  ^'"'"'^  and 

;■«:  °f  "'"•'■'■  n>ay  be  pursued  n  the     ""'  "'°  "■'"""'''"I  "'""■ 
To  '1.0  r,gh.  is  the  Central    tone   ,r  7'  '"  ?  «''™'  '"'""■-o. 
C"U«  bridge,  of  timber   on  wh    t1^''  ""^  ">  "'=  'o"  the 
-'"•age.  "fa"  sorts  ;;::*'''*=  """"S  of  cart,  a„d 
the  stream  is  covered     '  -         °°'-     Beyond  thi.  l.„..  ... 


the 


'«"..  part  of  the-cit;;  "S2Z^  'jl  "=  ^^^ 


Jofty  pal, 


faces,  worthy  of 


Gdorning  either  Florence  or  Rome:  there  stand  miserable  huts, 
that  would  be  a  disgrace  to  any  German  village — a  contrast 
which  distinguishes  Moscow  from  all  other  great  cities  in  Europe, 
and,  except  in  this  quarter,  the  number  of  mean  houses  are  by 
far  the  most  numerous.     On  both  sides  of  the  river,  Gothic  mo- 
nasteries, with  their  gilded  turrets,  decorate  charming  elevations. 
Equally  interesting,  but  of  a  diiFerent  kind,  are  the  objects 
which  meet  the  view  on  the  other  hand.    There  stands  the 
ancient  palace  of  the  Czars,  in  which  the  brave  Ivan,  the  wise 
Alexey  Mikhailovitch,  and  the  great  Peter  formerly  resided. 
It  is  built  in  the  pure  Gothic  stile,  but  has  nothing  imposing 
or  majestic  in  its  appearance,  as,  by  reason  of  its  numerous 
angles  and  corners,  only  a  small  part  of  it  can  be  seen  at  once. 
At  present  all  is  here  silent  and  void.     This  palace  was  falling 
fast  to  decay,  when  the  Emperor  Paul  gave  orders  to  lit  up  this 
venerable  seat  of  the  Russian  Monarchs,  as  a  dwelling  place 
foi:  himself  and  family.     Some  of  the  apartments  serve  as  a 
treasury,  in  which  the  silver  and  gold  vessels,  and  other  valu' 
ables  of  former  times,  are  preserved.     Others  pre  made  into 
armories.    The  ascent  to  this  palace  is  by  the  grand  flight  of 
steps,  eminently  called  the  red,  or  beautiful  stairs.     The  present 
view  of  the  Kreml  is  serene  and  solemn,  to  which  the  multi- 
tude of  churches  and  monasteries  undoubtedly  contribute. 

In  this  quarter  stands  the  cathedral,  dedicated  to  the  ascen- 
sion of  Mary,  containing  the  monuments  of  the  Patriarchs,  the 
great  silver  chandelier,  and  the  portrait  of  the  holy  Virgin,  by 
the  hand  of  the  artist  and  evangelist  Luke.  This  portrait  bears 
every  appearance  of  high  antiquity;  it  hangs  at  the  entrance 
of  the  sacristy,  in  a  silver  shrine,  and  is  ornamented  with  a 
profusion  of  precious  stones.  The  chandelier,  a  present  from 
the  Venetians  to  Boris  Gudonof,  weighs  2,800  lbs.  and  is,  in 
fact,  a  wonderful  piece  of  workmanship. 

This  church  is  one  of  the  ricliest  in  the  empire,  in  gold  and 
silver  decorations;  and  the  sacerdotal  vestments  that  are  here 
preserved,  are  of  surprising  magnificence.  In  this  cathedral,  the 
Russian  sovereigns  are  crowned.  Several  other  grand  religious 
ceremonies  are  here  performed,  as  the  feet  washing  on  Holy 
Tliur«1iiv,  when  tlie  Mfifopulitau  washes  the  feet  of  1 2  priests 
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of.  the  inferior  order.    Tli#»  tiri,«i«         • 
Kreml  is  32.  ^     ""^^'^  ""'"'^^^  ^f  churches  i„  the 

The  Synodal  house,  adjacent  tn  tU^     .u   , 

able  forh«,mg  ,he  Greek  m^       -  "^"'^''"""•'"■y. 'emark- 

AAo,.    AlUhLehurhtandrnT'T*''''"™"'  M™»' 
number  of  ^ples  standi  nearl™       °^ """'  "  comiderable 

I~n,  Ivan  ViUki,  ae«,f„  JTh,  bL   f7'  ""«'  '*=«-«' 
m<».  c„„q„.,„„„,,  .^       ^^^  h«l.«t  turret  in  Moscow,  U 

i'.H.the  large,,  beU  i„  ,he  Zm    J  J"^'  """i '»  "  Pit 

Ann,  and  weighing  480,000  "to  hi  ^        ,"^  ""^  ""  E">P«»» 
of  .he  rin,,  o,Saaio„ed  by  fl^it  *;;;"«■""«'  ?->«  brokeout 

0  Jre:tL';rrb:rbrc:r  tr  "^»™  *-  '^-'■• 

"ork  in  a  noble  modern    '  ,7   h^  T  "^  "  «"""  '""P'^M 

college  hold  their  sitting,  Ld  keen  rt    °  T'°  '"^  '^  ««^«« 

grand  building  is  .he  aSnal   ,,Z         ""'"™-    '^'  •"<«' 

•olid  and  compact  edifici   b„.  !        ^«  °PP°'"=  ""'  «>™er-. 

it  remains  in  an  imperfect*  state  "  """  ^"^  '''  "«= «« 

;^»'ii''ij:2tw.::irfr^r  "''?'«'•  ''^'""•» 

fvanovitch  Douski,  consLctllT'  f      *'""'  ^""^  Dmitri 

r^-h,i„.«3,,::ti^:i;::---^ 

^orm,  towards  the  Kreml  "t^°'°.**'.  ^"°«'  i"  a  semicircular 
"n<=ertai„,  but  probably  proceed!  r^"!..''^  '^''  appellation  is 
^>'fying  China,  as  i.^  ^h°  '^"^  ^'*'^''  «  Ru««ian  word. 

that  country  was  formerly  cariroT  'l  ^'""'  ''"'''''''  ""^'^ 
Vassillivitch  caused  tJiP  h    iT     .         ^"  '^^S'  t'^e  Tzar  Ivan 

it  has  four  gates.     This  onl  /"'"P"^'  ""^  «  "^"^  wall. 

^d  warehouses,  and   he  iLf  k       t"''''^^  ^"'^^  ^^^^  ^^ops 
P-alfai.     The  o^.:^t':J^l^^-^^o,  a  pel 

"  --"  -^ich  the  principal -t;d;;crr:hei:^ 


'Hi 
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Ewh  idaw  of  goods  has  ite  peculiar  rov. — The  whole  number 
of  shops  in  Kitaigorotl  is  4021  of  brick,  and  Sh  of  wood.-~-> 
The  number  of  oil  thf>  shops  aod  warehouses  amount  to  upwards 

ofeooo. 

The  other  remarkable  buildings  in  the  Kitaigorod,  are  the 
Government  buildings,  the  police  office  at  the  Voskresenskoi 
gate,  in  which  the  sevijral  counts  of  judicature  are  held,  and  the 
Zaikonospaskoi  monastery,  in  which  is  the  academy  for  the 
Sclavonian,  the  Greek,  and  Latin  languages.  The  Exchange 
is  an  elegant  modern  structure,  and  perfectly  corresponds  with 
the  magnituile  of  Moscow  and  the  opulence  of  its  inhabitants. 

Biclgorod  lies  also  on  this  side  the  river  Motkwa,  wid  is  built 
principally  of  brick;  some  of  them  are  elegant  buildings.  This 
quarter  embraces  the  Kitaigorod  in  a  semicircular  form,  from 
the  influx  of  the  Yausa  into  the  Moskwa  to  the  bank  of  that 
river  again.  It  probably  received  the  name  of  Bielgorod,  or 
White  Towi,  from  the  white  wall  and  rampart  built  round  it  by 
Tzar  Feeder  Ivonovitch  in  1586,  and  at  length  pulled  down  on 
account  of  its  ruinous  condition.  The  vacant  space  is  uow  fur- 
nished with  an  alley  of  trees  and  a  canal,  much  more  useful 
and  valuable  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city.  In  this  quarter  are 
four  monasteries,  live  nunneries,  92  churches,  and  an  Armenian 
church  built  in  1781.  The  other  structures  are  the  university, 
founded  by  the  Empress  Elizabeth  in  1 755,  and  to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  buildings  of  which,  the  late  Empress  Catharine  de- 
voted 125,000  roubles,  the  foundling  house,  the  grammar 
school,  the  post-office,  the  salt  magazines,  the  archives,  the  as- 
signation bank,  the  artillery  court,  and  the  printing  office  of 
the  senate,  &c. 

In  this  quarter  are  378  shops,  six  stone  bridges,  and  one  of 
timber. 

Zcmlinoigorod  and  Slobodes  encircle  the  three  quarters  be- 
fore mentioned,  as  well  on  this  side  as  on  that  of  the  river 
Moskwa.  It  was  bordered  by  an  earthen  wall,  whence  it  took 
its  name,  but  only  ruins  of  this  wall  are  remaining.  Here,  by 
the  side  of  massy  and  elegant  buildings,  are  seen  wooden  houses, 
and  among  them  wretched  hovels.  In  the  year  1591  and  1592, 
during  the  r^ign  of  the  Taar  Feoder  Ivanovitch  it  was  surround'. 
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«d  by  a  wall,  which  was  entered  by  34  ffates  of  timl 

of  stone;  «f  all  these  only  tl-e  two  LV.f      °^*'™>^''Wcl  two 

others  being  either  burnt'or  declyed  '""  '"'"'""'««  ^^« 

pa4e.  This  :^i  :„"rb:;:fr:«"""^^^^^ 

piaces,  whicl.  has  been  done  DrohTblv      ..  ""'^  ""^^^^^ 

enlargement  of  Moscow.  X^^^^^  *°  ''^  ^"^- 

suburb  is  undoubtedly  ^h.  r     ^""'^JP'*^  ""^  "'"^t  remarkable 
fore,  bywayoreSee  T  ^^"^°'^^*  '^"^ '^  «   t^^ere- 

on  theLteL  ?ro;t:;!ra^/j"^^  ''^  ''''''"  '^  ^- 
comes  hither  from  VladLir      U  '^'  '"'^"''^  ««  °"« 

finest  streets,  the  ^ok^skHL  ^' V"'""^  ^^  three  of  the 
Bosmannaiya.  The  sut  'b  "T  ,^---n->,  and  the  old 
mans.         ^  "^"'^  "  ^"^^'^'t^d  principally  by  Ger- 

The  public  edifices  most  deservimr  of  ««♦•     •     ,. 
are  the  three  infirn^aries;  thrS^  Z  f/"        ?"''"'^'* 
the  great  hospital.     The  latflrT    7  ,       Katanmnskoi,  and 

dier'    the  two  former  til^ 

nation,  or  religi^rpTof^^^ tK^^^         ^^^  ^^^^ 
them  is  exemplary  "'     ^1^  pian  of  conduct  in  all  of 

"ot  only  m^hu^JZ^h  T'"^"  "'"'"'  ^•O'"''  "ho  "" 
<>f«oc4.  lS.tf  i""*'""''  *"  ''"°"'°  =^ful member, 
vide  for  Lr  chuS^r?     ^'"'r™''  """>  '^»'"  »««  P«- 

wi.ai,'4e" '"::  '"•'''' '"""""""  °f  "■" 

h.s  1 J-.-  .   . .     -  ^'*"'  ■""  "">«  instance  of  chiKl  in,.M™ 

-  ^...  u,;vcv«a  m  tl.e  whole  circuit  of  Moscow.  Whauth^; 


nation  in  Europe  can  sfty  the  same?  And  yet  we  arc  told,  the 
nation  where  this  is  done  are  barbarians,  because  their  laws, 
institutions,  and  government  are  different  from  ours. 

The  climato  of  Moscow  is  certainly  to  be  reckoned  amongst 
the  most  salubrious.  The  situation  is  high,  and  the  soil  on 
which  it  stands  dry,  a  few  morassy  parts  about  the  Yausa  and 
Neglinnaiya  excepted.  Add  to  this  that  the  atmosphere  is  ge- 
nerally clear  and  bright,  and  the  weather  regular  and  whole- 
some. The  winter  is  particularly  remarkable  for  settled  and 
bright  weather.  The  longest  day  is  about  17i  hours,  and  the 
shortest  6i  hours.  Moscow,  like  the  whole  of  Northern  Russia, 
hos  properly  speaking,  only  two  seasons,  the  summer  and  the 
"winter;  since  the  spring  and  autumn  are  of  such  short  duration, 
as  to  form  no  more  than  the  imperceptible  transition  of  the  two 
chief  seasons.  TI  o  summer  is  upon  the  whole  not  agreeable, 
as  the  heats  of  the  long  days  in  June  and  July  are  oppressive, 
and  the  nights  chill;  the  foot  walker  is  either  smothered  in  a 
cloud  of  dust,  or  must  wade  through  mud  and  dirt.  The  win- 
ter usually  sets  in  about  the  middle  of  November,  often  earlier, 
and  lasts  till  the  end  of  March,  old  stylo,  with  great  severity. 
January  and  February  are  the  finest  part  of  the  winter,  as  then 
the  principal  falls  of  snow  are  past,  anu  the  heavens  are  gene- 
rally clear  and  serene,  while  the  days  lengthen  very  quickly, 
and  the  cold  is  more  uniform,  being  about  9"*  Fahrenheit. 
The  frost  is  always  intense,  and  nearly  uniform,  and  throws  firm 
and  solid  bridges  over  rivers  and  morasses.  Although  near  5° 
more  to  the  southward  than  Petersburgh,  the  cold  is  equally 
ifevere;  but,  inuted  to  the  climate,  and  wrapped  in  his  worm 
furs,  it  is  life  nnd  health  to  the  Russian.  In  this  country,  we 
can  form  no  idea  of  the  severity  of  a  Russian  winter.  It  de- 
stroyed the  greater  part  of  the  veteran  army  of  Charles  XII.  of 
oweden,  in  1709,  during  his  desperate  expedition  into  that 
country;  so  dreadfully  severe  did  the  hardy  sons  of  Sweden 
feel  it,  though  considerably  more  to  the  southward  than  Moscow 
is,  that  2000  of  them  actually  dropped  down  dead  on  a  march, 
from  the  effects  of  the  cold  alone. 

The  environs  of  Moscow,  particularly  along  the  banks  of  the 
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terpentine  Moskwa,  is  covered  with  deliduful  scat,  J 

retreat  of  the  Rusgian  nobility.  ^  '''  ''"^  **""»"»" 

Hospitality  and  beneficence  eu-e  the  characteristic  of  th . 
pie  of  Moscow.     Under  their  roof  rl,n   .  "'^'*''^"*.'^  ^^  the  peo- 
welcome  to  food  and  drU^    Zj    ''''^"«^'^  "  ""'^^  ^r-'' 
dition.     No  pauper  is  ^Z  0^7  2^^'^  r^'"' 
on^the  contrary,  they  hasten  to V.ertL^:Ltr^^^^ 

out  fear  or  reserve,  which  sherhTlt:^^^^^^  "''^- 

mutual  confidence  between  the  Govefr^ratd  tl  "' ""' 
and  .  certai^y  the  best  evidence  for  the  goole  s  of  tl"T ' 
nistration  and  contentedness  of  the  peoole      TU  ,  """ 

herentsofthe  Greek  church  vntVnf T  J^*°"«'»  "gid  ad- 
features  of  the  Russian  ctkc^^^/^^^^^^^^^  '^  °"^  f  ^'-  fin-t 
lustre  at  Moscow.  Difl  Jnce  in  m'  L  ^T  "''^  "  P^'^"^'^^ 
<Ietnment '     a  man.     ircln  "ff      '"  "^'"''S'""' '«  "^^^'^  «"y 

friendship,  oHn  love     eliJol"     "'  I"  "^ '  ^-t^rcouno,  in 

I ,  VI       love,  religion  is  no  obstacle  to  sucopw      ti 
Muscovite  never  inquires,  whether  you  be  of  Conh  r 

Paul.    Honour  and  probity  are  th.  iT   a     l  S^  "'*  *'"  ""^ 
and  amiableness  of  any  k  nJ  Z  tlfejt  "' '^^-"^^J^nce, 

there  are  men  amongi,  who  Xft     ^^^^^^^^^^ 
savages.  Russians  are  demi- 

fabric  of  EurX  Xi:  trr*  ""  "■°,«''"""'' 
pr«er,ed  the  liberties  Vf  1!  '"'  '^""f^'  "''«'" 

animate  s„cceedi„7"„el*:r:r"'.  '^''  '"''  "■"*  ™" 
tirai.     Her  name  Ifll  f  "  W«^"»  "-d  ambi- 

Miration  aTr^^r"  "^^^^'^'^f  ^y  every  nation  „i.|,  ad- 
watchword  of  St.  J  LT''  "■'  *'°"°"  "'"  P">™  'he 
«v.ry.„cceedi„~      "■'"'' """'"S  "' ™le„eo,  through 

•orld,  whether  we  conMZ ,  u   f      ''"  '"""''y  "^  "■« 

'^..e„c«  whieh  ,"„  t^ir'S.f''' ''"  !oi..or  thecon- 
,J.,„;i-,i -.  ,        .     "''*^"irom«.     11  e  enemy,  m  his  hnlU,v 
■■'«-.-.  »  .e„g„.  r,dic„lous  stories,  about  a  b»ll«,n  wWcir«l 


y» 


formed  at  Moscow,  in  order  to  destroy  the  French  army.    The 
preparations  which  are  there  enumerated,  however,  were  cer- 
tainly intended  for  a  different  purpose,  and  were,  no  doubt, 
meant  for  the  destruction  of  the  city,  if  necessity   should  de- 
mand it,  but  which  purpose  it  might  be  necessary  to  conceal 
till  the  moment  of  execution.    The  Russian  government  had 
certainly  determined  to  sacrifice  the  place,  if  the  enemy  advanc- 
ed to  it.    The  public  buildings,  and  every  thing  valuable  which 
could  not  be  carried  away,  were  burnt  by  the  command  of 
Rostopchin,  who  durst  not  have  attempted  it  unless  he  had  been 
directed,  or  at  least  been  given  to  understand  that  it  would  give 
no  offence  to  his  government.     Many  of  the  wealthy  inhabi- 
tants adopted  this  plan  of  their  own  accord,  with  regard  to  their 
own  properties.    All  followed  the  example,  or  obeyed  the  com- 
mand, without  a  murmur.   All  this  too  was  done  in  Moscow  with 
cheerfulness  by  its  people,  where  Bonaparte  and  his  admirers 
iirmly  believed  that  the  greatest  discontent  and  uisafiection  pre- 
vailed against  tlie  government.     He  found  himself  egregiously 
mistaken.     He  had  indeed  to  lament  the  fate  c^  one  friend,  of 
the  name  of  Wirtigen,  who,  as  early  as  Jone,  had  been  pro- 
phesying  that  Napoleon  would  be  in  Moscow  in  September; 
but  Rostopchin,  very  properly,  extinguished  such  wishes  by 
putting  him  to  death.     Much  also  of  the  city  was  destroy- 
ed in  the  desperate  conflict  which  took  place  in  it.     Evacuated 
by  the  regular  troops,  still  Moscow  did  not  Ml  without  a  dread- 
ful struggle.     The  inhabitants  of  the  lower  orders  which  re- 
mained, flew  to  arms,  and  endeavoured  to  defend  the  Kremlin. 
But  their  efforts  were  vain,  opposed  to  regular  troops.     The 
Kremlin  was  forced  by  artillery,  and  the  city  subdued,  but  not 
without  a  dreadful  carnage.    The  fighting  continued  for  three 
days,  amongst  the  flaming  houses,  and  it  was  during  this  bitter 
contest  that  the  fire  was  communicated  to  many  dwellings, 
which,  being  built  of  wood,  spread  the  flames  with  an  astonish- 
ing rapidity,  and  which  in  the  general  confusion  no  measures 
could  be  taken  to  check.     With  the  exception  of  the  Kremlin, 
the  French  in  revenge  destroyed  all  the  rest  of  the  city.     The 
scenes  which  took  place  in  Moscow,  during  this  direful  period, 
sfe  bijond  the  power  of  language  to  describe.    Tiie  iui'y  uf 
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the  French  soldiers  knew  no  bounds.     Thev  h^^  . 
expect  ia  Moscow,  every  luxury  in  ahn„/  '*"«^' «« 

they  were  to  l.e  through  r'ier-nT''  ''"f  ^'^«^  ^^ere 
gratification.  The  dreadful  disap^Lnt  I'd  Z."'  ^"^^ 
ous  and  ungovernable.  Plun^l^^ZTj'n^'^'''  t"  '""• 
lowed  in  a  fearful  train      P«m<.i      """®^'e«»  and  murders,  fol- 

I  fuo-  of  rti,  Gallic  swarm  oPZZTlT'lu  '"'"r '"•<"»  "" 
I  flakes  .„d  perished.  No  age  no"  .ex  "  "!! '"^  ''»"'  "" 
I  f^-»  dragged  from  his  huUed"^"  Tf,  /•■"««- 
I   from  her  most  secore  hiding  place  lid  ^"1^1    .''''''*'""'» 

™  shed  round  .he  allars^^J!  ""d  the  Wood  of  the  Priest 
]  butchered  before  the  eyZl^^J^Tla  T""-  ^''^ 

presence  of  their  children      n«.™ T  .     P"™'"  '"  *« 

^  AetimeofthelVench  sX     C"::?lr''  '"""'  """?'«' 

^amo„gsUheb„™„gho„:;,  ^ZCT''!:^  "f"- 

or  issuing  from  the  cellars  where  thev  h.,1  h       •     *      "  "'™' 

<ler,hadmorethe,ppear.„ceoffirS  '„^^r"''°'P'"- 
c»»exhibitedonoi„discribables^^'f^  ,""«'•  **<"- 
son.edaysthegroatcau.eT^I.^"'"'™' "■■■'*'?•  For 

»o. daring t„eme;.F:„l":t;"'"'t"'  "'""'"'  '^^"'' 
.ion.  imploring  his  cleme:;  rlr^S""?' ''''"•'''''"- 
deputation,  as  at  Berlin  o/v7  ^  "'«^"™S  <"•  Power.     No 

Wow  his  feet  and  .ct„:H:rm  Z7, '°  "'"  ""'  "-*' 
™,  tongue  proclaimed  hosti  1  ™veTv  *!  """'•''""-^''<- 
•iefiance.     The  enemy  state,!  ,1,  ,  7    '  "  '""^  "P  'n 

perished  in  the(l.m«    bu'l  T"  """"''«'  «--»»» 

;  advanced  merely  to  bT^cL,^   1  e  R  r°  °'  ■"■'  «'"«x''. 

[  'Ixy  earned  offLrp^pI^t ^'7°:;^!™"''-'  ^'"  "^"^^ 
■  likely  that  they  woulS  bHo  eal !"     f  1       ''  '"""'^'  "  ""'" 
for  their  country.     But  In ToT   I'       "l"^  "''"  *»''  "*««< 
ei'y.  perhaps  /n  equl  rumbl  u  '''"'^''  '°'"'  ?'"«""  •!■= 

of  l^perty"  with  m^^  appeaLr„f  7°  "r""''  ^'"'  '- 
the  20th  bulletin  at  ™.„v3^,  /  l  ,™'^'  ""^  °^"™'«'  ■» 
iardMha.  makes  ^1270^0™;  ,"^'  """'^  "<bveemill. 
•in-e  after  he  en.7r^ Te  1?      ^"^^   The  enemy,  for  some 

applies  it  aflbrded.l'tftfcjtr,""'  !°  >»«  ^UH. 

o.v.,vu«uwtT  oriurs  and  pelises 


so 

•which  the  "soldiers  discovered,  and  the  vast  quantity  of  wine 
and  brandy  which  were  found  in  the  cellars;  but  it  was  evident 
that  all  this  was  done  for  the  sole  purpose  of  deceiving  the  peo- 
ple of  France,  with  regard  to  his  real  situation,  for  the  army 
was  soon  after  reduced  to  great  distress. 

The  enemy  eagerly  snatched  the  opportunity  that  his  occu- 
pying Moscow  afforded,    to  proclaim  himself  the  undoubted 
conqueror  at  Borodino.     Loud  was  the  exultation  throughout 
France  at  this  unexpected  calamity.     "  Is  it  not  fortunate  for 
France  and  Europe,  that  their  destinies  are  confided   to  the 
greatest  captain  of  the  age;  to  the  hero  whose  prudence  equals 
his  activity,  who  abandons  nothing  to  chance,  overcomes  all 
obstacles,  and  seems  by  his  genius  to  enchain  fortune  and  com- 
mand events."*     *'  While  Russia  (continued  they)  is  thus  struck 
to  the  core,  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  shock  will  be  felt  in  London, 
The  Englishman  will  suffer  in  what  is  dearest  to  him — his  mer- 
cantile speculations  and  his  gold.f     England,  as  well  as  Russia, 
was  conquered  under  the  walls  of  Moscow.":j:     Yes,  England- 
dreaded,  and,  dreadful  England,  your  name  was  always  upper- 
most in  a  Frenchman's  thought.     It  was  your  destruction  was 
chiefly  sought  amidst  the  blood  of  Marengo — under  the  beams 
of  the  sun  of  Austerlitz — upon  the  gory  plains  of  Jena  and  As- 
perne — amidst  the  carnage  of  Borodino,  and  the  ruins  of  Mos- 
cow.    Thy  power  did  not  appear  so  limited,  thy  resources  so 
delapidated,  nor  thy  hopes  and  prospects  so  gloomy  to  thy  ene- 
mies, as  they  were  described  to  be  by  pretended  friends.     Hence 
the  unbounded  joy  of  France  at  an  occurrence  which  appeared 
fatal  to  the  best  interests  of  Great  Britain.     Little  did  they  imag- 
ine that  this  important  event  would  so  soon  turn  their  joy  into  I 
mourning.     Every  species  of  bitter  invective,  sarcastic  observa- 
tion and  abuse,  was  thrown  out  against  the  Russian  Government,  j 
the  Russian  nation,  anjil  the  gallant  Rostopchin,  which,  strange 
to  say,  was  echoed  loud  and  long  in  this  country.     In  the  re- 1 
mains  of  Moscow,  and  in  the  finest  provinces  of  the  Russian 
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•  Official  Article,  Paris.  October  13th,  Monitcur. 
t   Ditto,         ditto,         ditto,  18th. 

ditto,  nh. 


i  Ditto,        ditto. 
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E.npiro,*  they  fondly  rone,.     ,J  fi 

Great  wa,  ,he  joy  at  the  r,. t      r  !        ""i^""  ?/  '*'"-"t 
:     IWtai,,,  „,,„„  learning  .ranft"™'' "'"■^'"  "^-P-'' 

c»gc.rly  caught  this  afflic,i„„  evenftn  „     ^    *"'"  ""''  """^'"H 
.     Rasjia  as  desperate.     Her  ™ver^^ '°  P""^'"-,  the  condition  of 
loa.led  with  every  species  of  co""eTnT.  .''7   '  ""''  °'""^>  «™ 
•"cny  was  extolled    and  hiscrimT'^,        "^"^"^^  "''""  'l" 
"«r  as  lost;  and  Bonaparte  l«h"''f.r"°'"'-     A"  "-  g-on 
-S  .1.0  language  of  the  Kr   » "  itr."""™'-     f""™- 
«l*raidcd  the  Russians,  l"TZ'      i  ^""'"^  "  "'<>»^.  'h'y 
.  »  W  been  exhibited  iZ^dt;.":*/;^""'  °''"-  «"»"- 
jg  10  the  story  of  their  devotion  to  .h  ""  '''  Si'e  credit 

I  overrun?  How  can  theyTr    'ten  ™"""'''  "'™  "-^^  '^i' 
[  7  ''-■■  "f  '1.0  French  pene^aE T'"  •!"  '"""'°'"'"'  "''^" 
|chceW-„ay,  ""Obserfec.;      :«,t%:rb"n''"""^"  """ 
;  The  superstitious  ignorant  bL:       "  ,.^*"'  bulletin  say  so?) 
topregnable.     From  ,h™  i  l"' .'^'"':^''  *«  Moscow  was 
""«ry  can  be  expected-trevT      "'  '"  ""^  '^"'^  "f  *-"> 
For  what  ,c„„di.io„VbewoL.::„rK  '"'^"'  '"  "s""  '"'■ 
I"""  "^  ™"<ien,„ed?  The /,*/„',?""    /  '°  "'"'''  ""  "•"- 

I'^miry  l.laincd  LLfh      ?  ''  extremitie.  of  Eunfne      n  '^''™"  '"»  march- 

^<'  become.— n'     Tin       ^'"^''''"es  *w«^whatthi,v  .'?  i    '^'"'  «'"'  '^e  othei- 

h'  '•■'■"Pler,  when  n    ""^  ^^'''^^  "«'«'^''  '»  him  whn     '^'r'  *°  ''^'^d  ^h«  ttey 
rren.h4<>--   -^,,  .    '*"'"""  »  conn6rf«H  .-.i  »'"  '*.»"'. employs  hi.,  nen  in  .^i."*? 


■li 


sae  for  pciicc,  ami  will  obtuin    it.     It   is  from  the   iiuliirun- 
tion  we  feci  at  the  imposition  chiily  practised  on  the  public  crt-- 
dulityi  that  we  arc  anxious  to  prove,  that  the  war  which  hn^ 
been  commenced  by  the   Russians  with  torpor,  and  proceeded 
in  with  pusilhtninwty,  must  infallibly  end  in  ruin.     The  Frcni  li 
Emperor  has  gained  the  point  at  whidj  lie  aimed.— The  winter 
quarters  that  he  promised  his  army  he  has  ditained  for  them : 
and,  possessed- as  he  is  of  the  heart  of  the  Russian  Empire,  it  is 
hopeless  to  expect  that  the  public  counsels  of  St.  Petersburg]), 
can  retrieve  the  fortune  of  Alexander."*     These  and  a  thousand 
siuiilar  taunts  and  sneers  were  thrown  out  in  England;  nay, 
every  epithet  of  reproach  washeajwjd  upon  the  British  Govern- 
ment, for  daring-  to  publish  the  official  accounts  of  tluj  battle  of 
Borodino,  in  which  the  Russiaivs  were  victorious.     Some  ot 
these  things  will  descend  to  posterity,  and  they,  at  least,  will 
infer,  that  such  sentiments  coivld  not  have  been  uttered,  but  in  a 
coimtry  where  men  had  liberty  to- speak  aixl  writ-e  what  they 
tkousrhi,  awl  not  what  they  were  commanded.     Far  different  were 
the  feelings  in  Russia.     Regret,  sorrow,  and  indignation  filled 
every  bosom,  but  without  any  symptom  of  despondency,  sub- 
mission,  or  fear.     «  He  has  not  entered  a  country  where  every 
jjtep  he  takes  inspires  all  with  termr,  and  bends  both  the  troop 
nnd'  the  inhabitants  to  his  feet.     Russia  is  umiccustorncd  tc 
subjection,  and  will  not  suffer  her  laws,  religion,  freedom,  and 
property  to  be  trampled  upon:  she  will  defend  them  to  the 
last  drop  of  her  blood."t     "  It  being  once  for  all  fixed  and  di^ 
termined  (and  in  which,  nodoubt,  every  Russian  will  voluntar- 
ily coincide)  that  whatever  may  be  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  ^ 
rather  to  drain  the  lad  drop  of  the  aip  of  mhery,  thanbyit| 
scandalous  peace  to  subject  Russia  to  u  foreign  yoke."$     Con- 
fiding in  tliehotwnrof  Britain,  the  fleet  from  Cronstadt  to 
dispa'tched  to  an  Engl  isli  port.     Petersburgh  was  strippctl  ol 
V/hat  was  valuable,  and  preparetl,  if  necessary,  to  share  the  fatcj 
of  Moscovy.     Redoubled  energy  was  ubcd  to  re-enforce  the  ar- 

•  Mmfting  Chronicle,  September  26th  and  28th,  and  October  9th,  1812)  a«ll 
ether  Hates.     See  also  other  papers  In  flic  same  interest. 
I  Alexander's  Proclamation  upon  the  fall  of  Moscow, 
^  r«o».;Uurgh  Gazette,  Octobc-r  i.'<l,  «Sisi»l. 
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«>ies.    The  fhll  of  Moscow  was  made  known  to  the  Ru«s«n 
5      i..np.re;  and  U  «  a.„possible  not  to  adnnre  the  solemn  an^^ 
^ct.ng  manner  m  which  Alexander  disclosed  that  sad  oyentL 
I      h.s  subjects,  i^arfcularly  in  thecondndingand  solemn  JZlZ 
.he  Almighty.*  The  heart  mu.t  be  cold,  L  n  J  Zdrty 
generous  leehng,  whois  not  penotnUed  by  it.  It.^^teCZl 
I     o  a  Pnnce  who  .uffercl  fo.the  miseries  of  his  peo„le;-ft  w^s 
i.«  Ian,a.^e  of  the  heart  in  n  ,j«.t  oau.e,  and  c'ould  ,;,t     il  to 
he  acceptable  to  the  Almighty,;-yet  to  the  sluune  of  my  cou  h 
..3,  theses  rongestcntc^onsof  truebraveryand  coural  were 
treated  w,th«>ocke,-,  and  derision,  by  pretending  patd^ri 
-ongst  ..     Jmplonng  His  aid  and  as,i.tance,^'th  whom 
'the  race  ,s  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to   the  strom"" 
Alexander  called  upon  his  subjects,  and  his  subjects  obeyed  t 
tall.     Irom  every  part  of  that  vast  En.pire  the  arm  of  resist- 
ance was  stretched  forth,  ami  fron.  every  .nouth  issued  the  cy 
.01  vengeance.  -^ 

Every  hope  disappoi^ited,  ev«.y  prospect' blasted,  with  fa- 
.nnie,  disgrace    and  ruin  before  his  face,  the  unprincipled  in- 

;  !'„"■     T  *"  "i'""'  '^^"'  '^^^'-^  "  -ock  tribunal,  to 
..na.gn,  condemn,  and  eKc^-ute.the  subjectsof  another  power 

^vhosecrHHewas  iiddity  to  their  couutry.     There  1 J  bel n 

Fan  s,.M^ho,  .n  the  heat  of  passion,  und  in  defiance  of  all  law 
have  destroyed  U.ose  who  opposed  then,  but  a  bdonged  ul 

atclytopiocmmas  just,  and  act  upon  as  right,  principles  so 
<hal>ohcal.     «y  what  right  did  he  assuage  thi!  pL^er  over  the 
.hab,ta,us  of  Moscow.-Didtheycapitulate-!did  th^ "dd 
"P  the.r  properties  to  his  laws?  or  did  they  in  their  peLns 
swear  allegiance  to  him,  and  then  rebd  against  Wm?-J^o 
udt  thing-no  compact  or  agreement  subsist.ed  betwixt  them- 
tluy  wereenem.es,  swo.;,,  open,  ,md  deterinined  en^mies-.whe,x 
re.stn.g  he  might  kill  them,  when  yidding  themselves  prison- 
ous he  was  boiHKl  to  treat  tliem  as  «ud.;.  but  when  they  fell  in, 

I  ft.ercby  n,ay  ovcn.oZr™:i°*''?;!!''i^*_^'^^Sg'.ng.n  a  just  caus.,  sothat  .h.y 


l:i, 


8* 

to  his  power,  to  make  them  amenable  to  his  laws  and  autliority, 
in  a  judicial  manner,  was  an  insult  to  human  imderstanding, 
an  outra(»te  upon  human  nature,  of  so  flagrant  a  kind,  that  un- 
less the  enemy  had  himself  recorded  it,  hovt^ever  it  might  have 
been  circulated,  no  person  would  have  believed  it;  and,  like  the 
murder  at  Jaffli,  the  atrocity  of  the  deed  would  have  been  deem- 
ed a  testimony  agaitist  the  fact. — What  though  these  men  were 
criminals,  they  wfere  only  so  to  the  laws  of  their  country,  no 
other  power  on  earth  had  a  right  to  punish  them  by  thcir's,  for 
crimes  committed  as  Russian  subjects  against  Russian  laws, 
even  supposing  they  had  done  so,  Europe  stood  astonished  at 
the  linequalled  atrocity  of  the  deed,  while  she  saw  jn  it  the  very 
climax  of  human  temerity,  injustice  and  oppression.  Never- 
theless, there  were  not  wanting  amongst  the  degenerate  sons  of 
Britain,  men,  who,  havinghitherto  advocated  the  tyrant's  cause 
and  endeavoured  to  extenuate  his  crimes,  now  stepped  boldly 
forward,  to  justify,  witli  devilish  sophistry,  this  unprecedented 
deed.  But  while  these  live  amidst  the  unqualified  contempt  of 
the  present,  we  shall  leave  them  to  the  severe  reprobation  of 
succeeding  generations.  Their  reasoning  could  no  longer 
make  darkness  light,  nor  their  good  wishes  support  the  cause 
of  their  idol.  His  power  was  weighed  by  him  who  weighs 
*'  the  mountains  in  scales,  and  the  hills  in  the  balance."  He 
was  found  wanting.  Those  eternal  laws  of  justice,  morality, 
nnd  truth,  immutable  as  their  Author,  and  omnipotent  as  their 
Judge,  were  marshalling  their  accusations  against  him,  before 
that  tribunal  which  takes  cognizance  of  the  affairs  of  the  uni.- 
verse — where  human  might  sinks  into  nothing— from  whose 
jnandates  there  is  no  escape,  and  from  whose  decision  there  is 
iio  appeal.  I'he  cruel  woes  and  miseries  that  France  and  this 
man  had  so  long  inflicted  upon  their  fellow  creatures,  were  a- 
bout  to  be  visited  on  their  guilty  heads,  and  that  Providence 
whidi  both  had  so  long  derided  and  defied,  was  preparing  the 
cup  of  wrath  nnd  indignation  for  his  lips,  and  those  of  his  fol- 
lowers. With  steady,  but  silent  steps,  the  day  of  just  retri- 
butioft  wa«  hdvandng  upon  thtm  "  as  the  thief  at  the  mid- 
night hour;"  and  at  last,  punishment  came  upon  ihcih  "as a 
4ebtrjiction  from  the  Almi0:\iy." 


m 
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Tlic  conduct  of  Bonanfirfi"  ™   ,^^  •  • 

C'uricity  „„d  conjecture  have  been  ..rdoM  ,„  ,1.      ,°  '"'"^• 
orilo,-  to  a»cmai„  ti.e  cause  o«it    V„,      ,  "  """°"  ™ 

"7"  ""■"  ■'■'»,"•»-■'  character  and^^l  ^,"^^^1* 
will  appear  „atu,„U„<i  simple.  He  ha.l  L  ,1  ,  "'«'»«» 
timidated  tl.c  llus5ian  arml      M  ,         '''-^^'V'^  "or  to. 

like  tl,at  at  Borodino     Zthf,       ^'''"  ""  """•«  >»""" 
whether  the  climate  he  „afiln'?'  ";'  "  ""  '"■"««"»' 
Insruinwasequa/celtr    wt    r'^r'"'''°'^"*'''»<^ 
<.o  wanted  to  *i  Ja  IT;,,!!  t  „'«" -f  t  ^"^' 
His  vanity  led  him  to  believe  21  T  ™'*  ""  "''"''•* 

wo„,d  intLidate  Ale«„::        'iXc:C:!""  Tt'^ 
peace,  without  appealing  ,„  hi,  ,t,',.r. '"''"  ^  "'»'='"''''  • 

teation  or  spirit"  n,i,ar,nv     Tl         ,''".'""«^ '"'""«  "- 
different  par[   M  „„    3   /*f,"f "••  <■"-«.  «=ted  . 

would  have  saved  EnroPelch'  "  "^^  ""•"'»'  "^"P'^*. 

of  Austerlit.  from  heX  t^'''''' .""''  ''™"™'^  *'  ™» 
Moravia.  Bonaparte,  thtfltut^^T  '"^°"''  "'^  "=»«"»  «f 
enterprise  was  of  ,  more  dl!!!  '    '«""  '"  ^'^'"'  """  •"•' 

;./But  howc„„u7e:.siti"s:;^  t?:::f  ;:r 

Ins  reserves  to  risk  another  battle  »i,l,  ."°  *■"'<»  f"fr''m 
".  conrage,  and  increasing  innlt ',     \T^''  '""^''"' 

^ri-rsiiii—i-^^^^^^^^ 

ed  people  have  ,«J^    .T  ^"'^ope.''     Would  not  her  onslav- 

of  Germany?  Bonapate  was  JeU  tare    ^  .'"  ""  "•.'  '"^"' 
of  bis  invincibility,  depended  rXr^l!:-  ^ s  t^^ 

•  "  His  hopes  otakfihio./^-  tu.. ? .  -      . 

4ktandcr',  Jddrm. """^  "^'  ""'^°  "^^^  "^«  '^•pture  of  Mcicow,  wMe  Tain.'V 
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<toininion.  To  preserve  this  charm,  he  calculated  that  tlie  ap- 
fMoiich  of  winter  would  give  him  a  plausible  excuse  tor  retreat, 
and  to  which  he  could  attribute  any  loss  he  might  sustain. 
That  this  resolution  of  prolonging  his  stay,  until  tlje  approach 
of  winter  afforded  him  a  handle  to  begin  his  retreat,  would  bf 
attendcfd  with  the  most  ruinous  consetjiiences  to  the  army  ht. 
Imd  with  him,  he  could  scarcely  fail  to  know.  But  what  re- 
gard had  he  for  them?  It  was  not. their  safety  but  the  security 
of  his  own  power  and  ambition,  that  he  regiirded  or  sought. 
For  that  he  had  sacrificed  other  armiesb  and  why  «hould  he  be 
raorc  careful  of  this?  That  he  could  contemplate  the  scene 
which  followed,  and  with  his  satelitQS  plan  it,  no  man  can  doubt 
who  reflects  upon  the  little  value  «;hich  he  set  upon  human 
life.  "  I  can  afford  tplose  eS,QOO  jnen  ,pQr  month,  said  he,  to 
the  Russian  Ambassador,  wliy  then  should  your  master  go  to 
war  wjtfe  me?"  What  could  this  man  care  for  the  conse- 
»juences  of  a  Russian  winter,  with  regard  to  his  army,  provid- 
iog  he  and  his  jiriacipal  officers  escaped  to  collect  another? 
That  the  more  thinking  patt  of  mankind  would  blame  him,  as 
a  General,  for  .leading  such  an  army  into  a  situation  where  he 
€»uld  not  bring  them  back,  and  impute.the  whole  to  his  want 
of  talents,  he  was  well  aware;  but  theji  the  mass  of  mankind, 
over  which  he  j-uled,  he  conceived,  would  not,  and  that  was 
sufficient  for 'hispr^seat. purpose.  Let  Europe  believe  (thought 
he)  that  it  was  the  Russian  winter,  not  the  Russians,  who  de- 
feated me,  and  I  am  safe,  and  will  soon  obtain  another  army. 
Similar  to  these  were  his  calculations,  and  we  know  what  effect 
such  opinions  had  upon  Europe;  nay,  even  to  this  day  there 
are  men  who  believe  that  it  was  the  winter,  not  the  Russians, 
vrbich  bbcasioned  all  his  disasters. 

-  There  seems,  dierefore,  -no  necessity  whatever  .to  wander  in- 
to the  .fields  of  conjecture  about  the  cause  of  Bonaparte's  re- 
maining so  long  inactiveat  Moscow.  Like  other, rash  mortals, 
vhose  ambition  and  vanity  pverpower  their  reason,  he  had  led 
himself  into  a  situation,  where  to  advance  was  ruin,  and  to  re- 
treat was  destruction.  To  extricate  i himself  he  affected  moder- 
ation.    He  solicited  an  armistice,  which  Kutusoff"  rejected  wikii 
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Wiprnaelon.    The  Genoml  received  l,i,  messenger,  Lauri«* 
»penly  ,„  h,s  army,  ,l,ew„|  him  d.at  .he  Russian,  ^re  7^- 
e,l  for  theeo„.o,.,  .„d  sen.  him  baek  with  .his  message  .^L 
master:    '  Huhorto  ,.  has  been ,„„r  .urn  ,o  ae.  UfJ,Zll 
len.,ve   but  ■    ,s  now  mi„e;"-f„i,e.,  here,  ho  endeLuTed  .„ 
neg«.,a.e-Alex„„ler  rdusd  .„  lis.e„  to  him,  either  *„.,^ 
or  W,r«/?„.-He  very  wisely  left  the  matter  to  hisget^S 
and  the  ,,s„e  to  .be  sword.-"  Moscow  is  „„,  nussia,-^saW  ht 
resolute  Alexander,  "  „nd,  if  I  lose  Petersburgb,  I  wiU  re.  ' 
.0  Arel,a,jgel.-Whatever  may  be  .he  eonse^^.^e,    I "  ^rr 
be  j^ur  slave."    The  eonduet  of  Alexander,  and  of  CZ^ 
luasbeen  at.em,,te,l  to  be  lo«<led  with  duplicity  ami  insinceri    ' 
,n  emleavounng  .o  delade  Bonaparte,  wk  tlfe  prospe     „f?e: 
got,«t,„g  with  h,m,  while  he  remained  at  Moscow.-Thi;  tZ. 

•;■'"'  "fw  ':  " '?"  '^'"''"  ''"™'''-^  "-=  ""x-ve  such  decl 
..on.  We  have  been  compelled,  (says  Alexander)  though  S 
a  sorrowful  and  woumled  heart,  in  invoking  the  .id  of  God  » 
,  raw  the  sword;  and  to  promise  to  our  Empire  no.  to  return  it  to 

Z  V   Iv   rr.  "  f"«''  ™^""^  "'^■'^  '"  «■•««  i»  ou^ 
tmitory.     We  fixedfirmly  m  our  hearte  .his  determination  "• 

rhosetemble  words  from  the  lips  „f  .he  judge,  «  Thm,  sL. 

be  .a  en  .o  .1.  place  „f  execu.i™.,  and  .here^  hang^^  .^ 
neck  .,11  you  are  dead,"  never  hadsueh  an  effec.  on  ,he  ZX 
Img  cr,mn,al  at  .he  bar,  as  .hese resolutions  had  upon  tie  mTnd 
»  Bonaparte.  They  chilled  his  soul  wi.h  terror,Tnd  :en  he 
whose  nerves  nMure  had  steeled  against  all  chance,  of  fate  and 
fortune,   appeared  siooi,  ami  lost  hU  i!ml»+     A    „  7  . 

^  to  freeze.  The  remainder  of  Moscow  .o  crumble  into 
™ns_from  be,.g  a  pl.ce  lite  Brussels,  it  became  an  unfnhat 
nable  .,„k,  where  its  starving  inhabitants  wandered  abou  u  °  n 
•he  ashes  of  their  former  dwellings,  picking  „,,  some  scrm« 
and  garden  stalls,  and  whatever  wretched  mo'rselseouU  be 

oil, IT"";-    '""'  ""  '■'""•'f  -abinationrtwt 
"O"  nether  of  m.htary  nor  political  in.portance,  b,„  only  an 
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jjdvanceJ  post  m  tlic  army.  The  soldiers  frol  orcfers  to  b;ik« 
biscuits  for  20  clays  nvirch,  becii'iso  "  in  '20  days  we  must  bo  in 
winter  qjiarters."  «  It  iti  necessary  to  mtike  a  lateral  movoincnt 
from  MosQOw  into  Poland,  in  order  that  our  army  may  ap- 
proach  nearer  Petorsburgh;— «« to  say  that  the  Emperor  has 
left  Moscow,  is  only  to  say,  that  this  fatlior  of  soldiers  inarchos 
wherever  great  operations  demanu  his  presence.  His  presejicc 
ensures  victory  "*  Strange  arguments !  but,  such  as  they  were, 
they  succeeded  in  deceiving  the  understandings  of  this  man's 
admirers,  to  whom  they  were  addressed,  and  that  was  the  ob- 
ject which  he  had  in  view  when  he  made  them. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  that  point  where  the  destructive 
power  which  rose  from  the  consequences  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, «<  bestrode  the  world  like  a  Colossus;"  wlien  the  arms 
of  France  shone  in  the  zenith  of  their  gloiy,    and  when  the 
friends  and  admirers  of  the  greatest  captain  of  the  a^e  conceiv- 
ed that  he  had  attained  the  utmost  height  of  human  grandeur, 
greatness  and  security.     Hitlierto  it  has  been  our  painful  task 
to  record  the  acts  of  injustice,  attended  with  success,  and  to 
contemplate  tl)e  career  of  rfiis  destroyer  as  altogether  irresisti- 
ble.    From  Moscow  he  contemplated  both  Europe  and  Asia 
as  being  within  his  grasp,  and  obedient  to  his  nod.     Every 
thing  was  considered  as  lost,  and  all  further  resistance  as  im- 
possible.    «  The  whole  world  (to  use  the  noble  language  of 
Alexander)  has  fixed  its  attention  on  our  suffering  country, 
and  inwardly  moved,  thought,  in  the  reflection  of  the  flames  of 
Moscow,  they  beheld  the  last  day  of  the  existence  of  our  free- 
dom and  independence.!"     S<      ertainly  thought  the  enemy. 
Dreadful  deception.     It  was  the  dream  of  the  night,  which 
vanisheth  with  the  morning — the  meteor  of  the  night  which 
darts  through  the  wintry  sky,  and  disappeareth  in  darkness 
for  ever.      "Great  and  mighty  is  the  God  of  justice!  the 
triumph  of  the  enemy  was  of  short  duratbn;"^  and  we  have 
henceforward  to  contemplate  a  different  scene,  and  to  record 


! '  % 


*  Twenty.fourtli.  twtnty.fiffb,  and  twenty-sixth  Bulletins^  and  jmoffitjal  article  in 
the  Journal  dc  Le  Empire,  of  Novemhor  1 2th. 
f  Alexander's  Proclamation,  15th  November, 
t  Ditto^  ditto. 
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events   wliich   the   r\\\i\i\   nP  tu 

ti...  i,„„„,N  „f  „  „„,.k  in^.  ,,„.,  ,.""""1" '» y»',  >vi.i,i„ 

»».i.i.  or  ,.„,i,„.  „„, ,« i„-':;:,:t  .''T--'^'^-' '1.0 

power  Kurono  trembled    wn«  «,        i  '   "^^"'■^'  ^^''"''0 

r-i...,i , ,  ,„,  „ii, :  0  , :''  •;«"""".''"  ''"• '--  «- 

.SoviTcj,™,  was  „„,v  mur„c<l  mto  l,is  own  I,      J     •  """ 

.iKlignation.    Will,  ,1,0  (,,•„„,  ,1 "  '    '•""  ':'"'".• '"  "■■•'"I'  -n.l 

."  .I.C  b,.i,„.  -,,,.  o,do/:L  "^;,  i'j;,'"'''"7 " '™» «""' 

Iiiiii  to  drain  it.  "icswiblo  ,vluci>  commandcil 

wcc-  any  men  wl,„  would  dare  so  molf     ?  **         '""'  "'™ 
tlie  r„i„  of  Moscow  w„,  ycMho  i?,    .  T    '"''  """">    ""' 

.0  co„.e„d  wi,„.  u  wat  ir.pt  irc,:;;:i,i'.:  ?"■'■  '"^ "»" 

api>allcd  him.     It  was  tl,o  ,?„„  ,        7  "' '"  """"»  "'"Mi 

.'.*  S„ve..i«„  andThotlrt  r^LT.rr  r  •l-"'^-  '" 
«rack  l,is  s™„s  with  torporandcon  '  """'"■™' 

'Lough  Moscow  had  stood  „  ,  "he,  T'  ""'  "'"''  ""'"'' 
""lil  tl>is  day  displaced  the  1,11  r  *  '^''  """  '"«'  ™""""- 
Um  back  toL  Vi  tut  jrr/.  """'""'  """"  '•-<'  »™t 
Slo,y  and  his  pow  In'  f  meal  "  °"7'  "'"■  """"  "''"' 
a.oun.l  him.  The-  scantv  LT  ""!  '^  ''""«'"•  ''""'■"»«l 
.-»  H-.i,>n  capita,  aZLr™:!^^^^^  "7'""«  "'^  "^ 
a  liussia,,  cmtid  bo  found  wL        ?   ^      '*  exhausted.     Not 

«..-on  to  supply  hi.':":  t,:  ml :;  ="' "'  -^  '™^■"- 

«aler.     None  would  !].,„,  ,„  ,  '""'  ■"•  "  """'■ful  of 

K»a„.  on  whose  1 1  ^ W:;':*::''!  *^  '"-'^ 

l«tcr  N,  ha,i„„  i„„„,Vej  what  12  '"'''"'''''^  ""' 

vas  the  mark  w^.ich  desti  ^  '  ™  '"*"'•"'«'•  ""«  >'■ 

of  Napoleon's,     i    !f„,   7  ':^"<^*'-«'--i  -  »  SoWier 

!».„  r.-rl„I  ■^".""'er  hand  chopped  oif  that  which  l.-d 

*"''  ^"''""'""«'   "'"  «  *ouid  never  wield"„™, 
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s^in  t  hirt  luunir)-!  Sliuilui'  was  iho  spirit  tlirouj^hout  Kiis.si.i, 
Uesidos,  his  «/)iMiniir)icat'')u  willi  l\)liiml  was  almost  entiroly 
«»t  off.  Every  where  tf.c  Russians  presented  a  firm  trout,  anil 
no  where  cnuUl  a  siugU  pur'y  go  out  to  forage  unci  return  in 
safety.  His  army  continued  to  <lecrease  rajjidly  by  the  con- 
stant ext  1  "onsof  the  Cossacks.  Cunning,  promises,  or  menaces 
were  alike  disrcgardciJ  hy  the  indignant  Russian.  "  The  cam- 
paign only  began  when  you  cnnie  to  Moscow — wc  asked  you 
not  to  come  here,  and  yon  must  get  back  tlie  best  way  you 
can,"  said  the  inflexible  Kutusofl*. 

Before  proceeding  in  the  narrative  of  the  subsequent  events 
of  tliis  campaign,  let  us  consider  the  position  which  the  con- 
ttMiding  armies  at  this  moment  occupied.  lJt)naparte  v.as  at 
Moscow  with  an  army  of  120,000  men.  KutusoiTwith  a  force 
jiearly  ccpial,  and  soon  after  much  su})erior,  occupieil  a  position 
about  20  miles  to  the  Southward  and  Westward  of  that  city, 
collecting  his  own  supplies  and  re-cnforcenients  with  security  ami 
facility;  and  at  the  same  lime  intercepting  and  cutting  oil"  all 
the  supplies  and  communications  of  his  enemy.  On  the  N.  and 
N.  W.  side,  Winzengerode  ocjupictl  the  Petersburgh  road, 
with  a  force  of  40,000  mens  ii"d  that  force  daily  augmenting  in 
numbers.  These  never  allowed  the  enemy  to  move  any  distance 
i'rom  the  ruins  of  the  capit  il.  From  Moscow  to  Smolensk,  a  dis- 
tance of  250  miles,  the  trench  hud  no  force  whatever;  and  at  the 
latter  place  only  a  feeble  garrison.  Lower  down  the  Diiieper, 
and  near  its  conflux  with  the  Berezina,  Dombrouski  with 
20,000  men^  endeavoured  to  besiege  Bobrunsk.  He  was  watch- 
<nl  and  oppotjcd  by  the  Russian  General  D'  Oertell,  with  nearly 
an  equal  force.  Further  to  the  westwanl,  on  the  confines  of 
Lithuania  and  Volhynia,  Schwartzenberg  with  the  Austrian 
contingent,  the  Saxoii  troops,  and  the  7th  corps  of  the  French 
army  under  Regnier  were  stiitioncd.  These  had  for  their 
object,  not  only  the  protection  of  Wiln;i  -xud  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Warsaw,  but  ilie  conquest  of  Volhynii  T  '>»lia,  and 
tfie  Ukraine.  But  they  were  opposed  by  'l'jrnia»o(i'  now 
joined  by  Tchichagofl'  with  the  ariny  from  Moldavia,  whicli 
made  their  united  forces  100^000  strong.  Northward  at  Po- 
lotsk,   wt,'r,  placed  ^Lu•shal  St.   Cyr  with  one  corps  of  tli-^ 
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Frcicl,  army,  and  all  the  Bavarian  troops      \Vh 
posed  all  his  efforts  on  that  sid,  wIM  ^^^''S^'stein  op^. 

Marshal  Macdonald  with  it."  .ruT'  ,'''''''  ''^^- 
.0,000  strong,  were  posted  in  orde  "  a  tl  ;!'  7'''  "^^"^ 
was  defen.I(  d  by  General  F  •  m  "'^  *^'°  P^'^'^^'  "'^'i'^J' 

with  the  re. ervLTr^r  ,oToo"  ''.  "'  ''''''  ™^"-  ^^'^^-• 
by  forced  marches  L  S  J ^.l  r^/ ^^"?^  ^^^  ^he  Nie.nen 
"»-rch,  (joo  miles  )  it  w  f    .  "'"  ^'^  ^'^^""'^^  h'^  '^'-^d  to 

also  under  Aijfrereau     <t.r,        .    ,  P'^^^'     -^ "e  other  reserves 
Vi.nla,   amount  nil  .H^'o   „ '^'"'^"   ^'^^   ^^'^  -^  t^- 

^t  impossible  for  them  to  reach    W  "'''''^'   "'^^^^'"'^^^ 

body,  before  the  middle  of  November      Ar  "^  T^^^-^We 
iiom  more  distant  Darts    u-.^  T  ^''^^^  ^-^-enforcements 

point.  ^"^  '''  ^^'^  "'^"  P"t  "^  ^notion  to  the  same 

Whoever  casts  Jiis  eye  aver  the  mon  .-  -n      ■  , , 
ciespcrate  situation  into  whic  AhoT  ^         ^T^^^  ^'''''''  '^^' 
pane  had  now  drawn  h^-lw  K  '  '"^  ^'""^^  ^^  ^""- 

--nated  with  a  diifer   u's^^  f  """'"^^"^^  ^'^  ^"'^own,  and 
^-  -s  rapidly  approa     iZ     '     ?T  T"^^^  ^"  ^'•«"'--"- 

'^'-icd  -daugmentedthe>X^;:t:t^^  ''t"''  '^^ 

.-stem.    The  whole  population  of  tS^^^^^  ^^?"- 

vengeance,  was  collcctin..  around   ]  m      F  f ''"'  ""^'"'- 

A."changel  to  the  shores  c^' the  C^.l-.       T   '^'' 8^^^'  of 
to  the  combat.    Jssuin.rfrl    t    T^T'  '^''^'  "^''^'"^""^^  "^^^'^l^^J 

tates  irs  bosom,  and  tc^rib  o  M  '""^  "'  ''''^  ^^^''^  ^^^^^^^  ^g''- 
^"-.it.  the  hardy  snsou^^^  '7T  "''^'^  ^^^^^P  *^^- 
Austria  v.scold  iif  t  e  cm L  rA"!  '','"""^  ^°  ^^— • 
agreement,  without  ener"  .,  '-f  ""^^  ^°  '^'^  '^''^^  «*'  ^-r 
even  less  to  be  depended  u'n  "'  -'ivity^P,„ssia  was 

;^^  -ates  were  1700  :J;lrHt"  Tt    t'  "^^  ^'^^  ^^^^^"- 
1"^  i-ear,  were  nearlv  all  r  '"  "-^iie  detached  armies  in 

1-orin  Spain  :;^,:'r:7'^"^  -rcenary  troops^His 
J'er  head  in  F..,...;   '?.  '"  '''!''  ^^"^rc,  and  Rebellion  raised 

«"rely  Ho  whom^  1^''.? T'/'  ^'^  ^'"S^'-^d  at  Moscow. 
'  ^'""'  ^""^^'  '•'J^^'^  harden  Ins  heart  and 
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(f.iikon  his  imili  rM.indinujfo  tlmt  dc-fivc,  wliiih  coult!  m.ilu'  liim 
ilisr(Mitil  tli(Ml,'in!:fi'r  ot';i  siliiatiMii  like  lliis, 

*'  Moscow  is  not  Hiissiii,  !»iit  Moscow  iimst  1k>  Mvcii'fcd,"  wiK 
tlic  w;ilcliwoi»l  \\>r  connn('nciiii»  oUciiiivc  opi  rjitioiis  iiirninsl, 
liiiii.  Kvcry  diiy,  ovcry  hour,  s.iw  not  only  liis  supplies,  lint 
Ills  iirniy  rjipidly  rhniiiiis!iin<r.  'Vhr  nnnicroiis  jx'tty  conibnl ; 
round  ISfoscow  wen' fnost  rninonsinid  dcstrnctivc;  hut  it  wonKI 
l)(>  too  tedious  to  cinnnoriitc  those,  whik'  more  inijxirtinit  opi-ni- 
tions  present  thoni-rlves  in  uliundance.  SiiHice  it,  to  siiy,  thiK 
the  occupation  of  Moscow,  cost  him  ,S,S,0()()  nr.'u,  wilhoiil 
.^trilcin^'  a  Itlow;  the  /rrejiter  pnrf  of  wiioni  were  taken  prison- 
ers by  the  iiuh'tatij^nhh*  f'ossacks,  who  huwr  armnid  liini  iu 
more  tlireatenin^  riouih  tlian  ever  darken"d  a  Ku'sian  winter. 
It  is  inconceivable  wliat  tiicpo  indetatigable  people  performed. 
\eiilier  by  niij;ht  nor  by  day  did  thoy  allow  the  euemy  one 
moment's  i-epose.  Men,  horscis,  and  cannon — every  tliiiii;'  that 
came  «)nt  from  the  French  army,  in  any  thin^  less  than  over- 
wlielminjT  niunher?,  <lisappeared  in  ii  moment.  M'hile  tin 
French  Soldiers  were  busy  in  dividinij  the  provisions  for  their 
scanty  meals,  the  Cossacks  appeared  in  the  middle  of  them, 
and  carried  off  the  astonished  Krenchman  and  his  food.*  Can- 
non, ba<fjnfai;e  wagpfons,  Caissons,  vanished  as  rpiickly  as  Tani 
O'  Shantcr's  vision  at 


'* 
S 


••I 


"  Alloway's  lUild  liaiinted  Kirk," 


Here  bejian  that  terrible  [{n/rra.  ^^hich  never  ceased  till  it  li;i<l 
iVi^litened  the  Fox  to  Elba,  In  a  week  after  Honaparte  enlcT- 
cd  Moscow,  they  had  poswcssion  of  IJoussa  and  all  the  environs 
of  Mojaisk;  and  fronx  the  nrniy  t)f  Winccngerode,  were  in  con- 
stant communication  with  tlieir  comrades  under  Kutusoff  to 
tiio  Southward  of  Moscov/.  Among.^t  the  severest  action? 
vhich  were  fought  betwixt  these  )iaJties,  and  the  French  Ioni- 
sers, w;w  that  early  in  October  with  Mniat,  upon  the  Ko!oiiiii';i 

*  "  Oil  the  iPdi,   at  T  A.  M  4000  Cossarks  c:)inc  out  ol'  a  woixl — tlii')-  iiiiiild.i 
J;iii/ii  on  llio  liirlit  Oivalry,  wliilst  tlioy  wore  on  foot  dining  tlu>  d'stiihutiim  ol'  ili 
AHtr — I'i  Cwiiioii,  ^c,  ."oo.  were  tarrii'd  ofT.     Twi.nii/-::i.U't   llidr-tlit,  i'.ii(>i.'i(.- 
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li  coiih!  m.ilu'liirrt 
he  ;iv«Mi;;c(I,"  wik 

ipclMtioiIS    lIlTllitMl, 

his  si)])j>!i('s,  hut 
im  pi'tty  coinbMls 
live;  hilt  it  woiil.l 
'  inijioi'limt  iipcni- 
Vico  it  to  H!iy,  tli!it 

00  nr.Mi,  williDiil 
iTc  t;ik(>n  prison- 
iLf  nroiincl  liiiii  in 
ii  I'lhsiiiit  winter. 
pcoi)Ji<  per  lor  mod. 
iw  tlip  oucmy  OIK' 
— every  tliiiij>"  tliat 
n<f  loss  tliim  over- 
ncnt.  '^^'llilc  tlic 
)rovisions  tor  (licir 
'  mitUllo  of  tlu'in, 

1  his  I'ood.*  Cnii- 
as  ([uickly  as  Tiuii 


T  coaKff!  till  if  IkkI 
r  Bon;ipiUle  eiilcr- 
ul  ;i!l  flio  environs 
rode,  wore  in  (on- 
iinder  KiitiisolV  U> 
0  severest  action-' 
[I  the  FrtMicIi  lor;i- 
ipon  tlie  Kolonin'ii 


if  H  wood — tlicy  iiui(ic  ■ 
i}r  till'  (l<sti'il)iitii)ii  u(  l!i 
iU't    Jin!;. ■till,  l!hU>\'U~-'- 


OH 

nonA,  where  it  is  .tntcd  by  <le,niofrieiaI   aeronn,,.,  that  Murat 
lost  sever.!  thousan.hnen,  and  <laily  th..y  sent  i,Uo  the  diH      . 

l'.-m.ivi„^  ,l,„t  „.,  ,„„s|,c.«  ,,.,„.,1„.,|  „r ,.|i„„  „,„  „„„.„, 

H«.,,  i„.,.„„  ,„  ,1,  „i<„r,„™»„ri„,„,„.k  i,i,,'„;,„  i„,„    t  ' 

m  ...,1  prcp„n,„„y  ,„  i„  .,„„„,„„;„„  „,„,  .l,,,™,,;,,,,"  ",,7 
l.ojii.KllR-,ro»„  p,-„p<..,iy,  upon  li,„  p,.,„,i.,|^.    ,|,,,  ,,,„    ' 

S«.ru    b„.  „„w  I,y  ,hoir  inlcnJcd  mov„,u.„t  I.™ J„  ,1 ,."  ' 
v.;"co>l  g.,„r,l,  „.„lor  ,l,e  c„m„,„n,,  „f  m,,™..     On  ,L       ;';■ 
October   .In,  „„„,k  u.,k  pl„„-,  near  .l,„  riv.r  N    „      T,! 
mcny's  loTO  ,nno,mtol  unto  50  000  u,™      'l-l 

»  '"^  ^^'^  rtgiment  of  cuirassiers.  Mnmt  l.o.i 
•'"arrow  escape,  and  was  compelled  to  f-dl  I,  '^^"'"^ ''f'^ 
main  body  d- the  army      TU.  V  ,  ^^'^  "''""   *''« 

%„^awit'killed.*       '•     ''"'^^"«--«'"-  ^^OOnicn,  and  Gen. 

This   victory  quickly   decided  the  conduct  nf  TX 
Moscow  was  no  lon..er  teinble    ..  <   I  .    Bonaparte: 

possible.     The  colou^rs  tZtt  the  I  '^  ""'',':  '"'"  '^  ^'-^^^''^ 
i"  ti.e  diiTcretit  wars    fb  ,oo  i  T*"'"  *'"'"  ^''^'  '^^"••'^^' 

-M.d  previously  be^.:;;r^,l^^^^^^ 

•  Kutusor.  d.-sp„t..,  Oct.  10^.        ^  ,,,  e,„,,„_  ,^^_  ^  ,^  ^^^_ 


94» 


17tli,  and  18tli,  Oct.  all  the  sick  who  were  in  the  hospitals  of 
Moscow  were  sent  to  Mojaisk  and  Smolensk;  those  who  had 
been  wounded  early  in  the  campaign,  had  already  left  Smo- 
lensk, MohilefF  and  Minsk,  for  Wilna,  tc  give  room  lor  the: 
others.     The  artillery  caissons,  the  anmiuuition  taken,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  curious  things,  and  two  trophies  were  packed 
up  and  sent  olF  on  the   1 5th.     The  army  was  commanded  to 
take  biscuit  for  20  days,  and  every  thing  indicated,  that  it  was 
time  to  think   of  winter  quarters.*     On  the  19th  of  October, 
therefore,  Bonaparte  left  Moscow,  with  very  difterent  feelings 
nnd  prospects  from  those  with  which  he  entered  it,  and  scarcely 
knowing  where  to  direct  his  steps.     Mortier  was  Icll  in  the 
Kremlin  with  a  garrison,  in  order  to  prevent  the  advance  of 
Winzengerode,  until  the  army  was  united;  when  ho  had  orders 
to  destroy  and  abandon  it.     His  army   being  collected  was 
found  to  amount  only  to  85,000  men-f     With  these,  his  inten- 
tion seems  to  have  been  to  penetrate  through  the  fertile  pro- 
vinces of  Toola  and  Kalunja,    and  thus  through   the  Polish 
Ukraine,  gain  tiie  confines  of  Austrian  Gallicia,  if  he  could 
not  effect  his  passage  higher  up  the  Dnieper.     But  uncertain 
if  he  should  be  able  to  accomplish  this  object,  and  not  willinij 
to  have  it  supposed,  that  he  was  compelled  to  adopt  another 
course,  he  thought  proper  to  issue  that  curious  bulletin,  (the 
25th,)     Where  he  5aid,  •«  Some  think  the  Emperor  will  march 
upon  Toola  and  Kaluga,  to  pass  the  winter  in  these  provinces, 
and  occupy  Moscow  with  a  garrison  in  the  Kremlin.     Othere 
suppose,    that  the  Emperor  will    blow  up  the  Kremlin,    and 
burn  thefiublic  establishments  v^hich  remain;  and  that  he  will 
approach  within  100  leagues  of  Poland,  to  establish  his  winter 
quarters  in  a  friendly  country,  and  near  to  receive  every  thing; 
which  exists  in  the  magazines  of  Dantzic,  Kowno,  Wilna,  and 
Minsk,  and  recover  from  the  fatigues  of  war.     The  latter  ob- 
serve, that  Moscow  is  distant  from  Petersburg!!  ISO  leagues, 
of  bad  road,  whilst  Witepsk  is  only  130  from  Petcrsburgh; 
that  from  Moscow  to  Kiow  is  218  leagues,  whilst  from  Smo- 

*  Twenty.fourtli  and  twenty-fifth  Bulletins,  Moscow,  Hth  and  20tli,  Oct. 
f  Lord  Catlican's  dispatch,  London  Gazette. 
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iouc  bulletin,  (the 
iinperor  will  march 
in  these  provinces, 
Kremlin.  Others 
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Jensk  to  Kiow  is  but  112  Icaffupa.  f..,.^     t 

li.at  Moscow  i,  not  a  miu3?  v  "°  "'"^  ""^'"•'■^ 

«.«  „o  longer  ri.amW.T''"'  "',"""  M"«»»  P- 

...d  ruined  S  r  Zyl^^ZT^  '"'T'' ''  ''"'""' 

wl,e„d.p„.„«„,J,;„,„^:;°-'-Pand.^^^ 

.- — i„a.,  „».„,-„, . .,, ..;  z  u,:;'t::'r„:: 

"  ^"  wandering  mazes  lost." 

'iliat  the  Emperor  knew  verv  well  «,l.of         i  ,      . 

take,  no  person  can  doubt    but  thlT        T..  ^'  '"^<^"J<'<J  to 

by  that  one   which  t  wished         IT  ""f  ^' '^'^'  ^«  '^'^-'^^ 

-led  in  hi.  mind,'  :^i^:J::!TJ:r:]^''-7 

nearer  by  20  ma  "hes  ^^^  ft-'"'''^'*  '^''  ^«  *«  ««y» 

"J'  ""  "laicnes,  lus  means  andhis  end  "4.     t-i     t^ 

»'  W  forgo,,  „,a.  Moscow  „„ce  was  U   owt.    bl '°       T 
town  was  become neitiier  of  m.li,.,.  ""Jf— but  now,  that 

True,  it  wasnot;  noT^    the™  d  fe"",''f '"'  ™P'>«--4 
.0  "  .l.e  Ca„fi„;  ofT^a*  '''»"'^"""°&  '!>«  which  led 

The  Russian  General  was  not  to  be  deceived  hv  tl.„ 

•'.Inecessuy,  compelled  Bonaparte  to  endeavour  ."owl^ 
t|pSSSS,S^-.o. 
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vuy  into  that  il'i-tiio  province.  On  tlie  23d,  the  Frencli  arinv 
marchod  upon  Malovaroslavitz,  and  tlio  Russian  army  endea- 
voured to  prevent  it.  On  the  nigiit  between  the  2;3d  and  2  ttli, 
two  divisions  of  the  Russian  army  arrived  in  the  town,  ant} 
occupied  a  tavoiiruhlc  position  upon  heiu;hts,  on  the  rif;ht  bank 
of  the  river;  the  enemy  occupying  the  loft  bank,  and  haviufr 
rc-cstablis!ieil  the  bridge.  On  tlie  morning  of  the  24th»  an 
cntran-ement  began,  wiiich  was  maintained  witli  great  obstiuiicy, 
The  fury  of  the  combatants  was  so  great,  and  the  fire  of  the  ar- 
tillery so  terrible,  that  the  town  was  almost  totally  destroyed. 
The  streets  M^eve  covered  with  dead  and  dying.  Tl>e  wounded 
of  the  French  army  who  were  unable  to  move,  and  whom  no 
person  regarded,  were  crushed  to  death  under  the  heavy  urtil- 
icry  passing  and  repassing  over  them.  Mutilated  limbs,  hu- 
man heads,  &c.  half  consumed  skeletons  amidst  the  burniiij,' 
ruins,  met  the  eye  in  every  direction.  The  piteous  lamentu- 
tions  and  groans  of  the  wounded,  alone  disturbed  the  deop 
silence  which  reigned  in  Maloyaroslavitz  during  the  niglit  after 
the  battle.  The  town  was  taken  and  re-taken  eleven  times;*  but 
the  enemy  was  finally  foiled  in  all  his  attempts,  and  compelled  ti) 
march  off  in  the  direction  of  Vereja,  with  the  loss  of  near  COOO 
men.  By  his  accounts,  he  succeeded  in  defeating  the  RussLatis, 
who  lost  from  6  to  7000  men;  while  his  own  loss  was  stated  at 
1 500.  "  We  found  on  the  field,"  says  ho,  "  1 700  Russians 
1200  of  which  were  recruits,  cloathed  in  grey  waistcoat3,f  having 
been  scarcely  two  months  in  the  service" — Yet  these  men  bea'. 
his  best  troops,  and  compelled  them  to  fly  from  Russia ! !  Tlie 
enemy  in  publishing  such  ridiculous  accounts  as  tlipse,  and 
launching  out  in  praise  of  the  fine  weather,  (whiclr  in  reality, 
at  this  time,  was  become  very  bad,)  wished  only  to  conceal  his 
dangerous  situation,  as  much  as  he  possibly  could,  from  the  peo- 
ple of  France.  On  the  24th,  Bonaparte  removed  his  iicad-quar- 
tcrsto  Ghorodnia,  where  his  constant  attendants,  the  Cossacb, 
soon  paiil  him  a  visit.  Six  thousand  of  them  "  glided  into  tk 
'Ixoods^X  in  the  rear  of  the  position,  made  a  dash  at  the  artillery^ 
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#  CrttJienrt's  dispafch,  Nov.  1  Ith. 
I  Tweiirj--:=cvcr,th  B'i!tcti:j,  Vcicja,  Ort,  27!h, 
*  Uit,  «J'>.  do.  l^•. 
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Und  carried  off  six  piecesof  cannon.— But  they 
we  can  believe  iiim,  attacked,  cut  to  nieces  J,]  tV 
take,,.     T,,o  Cc».ack,„  ,aid  l,o,  .^J^^^^:^"^  T 
callc,  ,„e,„  .  M^caUtns  .,  .-„,,,.•  of  .vhic     .,     1  .'''C 
wo.-.,  alw,,^..  „„x,„u.  tu  collect  as  many  as  n„,.ibl,  n, 

.0  -.VelVo,,,  Ma,„,a,.„.,laviu,  ,,o  J.^ I^^,  ^^^ 
imrposc  more  .„  U.o  wcstw,„,l,  a.  Modync,  ,hero  a  Sv  ' f 
Cc,.,.cW„p„s.„,,.  I..,„,„  t,,c„ee,  however  he  ^ IbS  to 
■ollle,  witli  the  |08«  of  1000  misoiler.  K..I  a-  "  '^'^''  '° 
.i».  direction;  an.l  u,e  enem'ZflmlintT"  ■,■"'''"'  '" 
«il.le  for  Inn,  ,„  accomplish  ^r^au  if  K^  " ''"'■"" 
pclW  to  n,ake  up  his  mind  to  retnm  by  dfc  rtd  f '  ""  ""; 
which  had  been  rendered  a  desert.  """"'•  ""'' 

i"  the  meantime,  Moscow  had  been  retaken  l,y  the  f„ree, 
...u  cr  e  command  of  Winzengerode.  On  .he  22d  it  a 
tad  e,|  the  place,  ma.le  himself  master  of  the  town  and  ii^  h  ' 
a....o.y  to  save  the  elfusion  of  blood,  roshed  e^'e  ^Z^ 
wnh  a  flag  of  truce  in  his  hands,  in  order  to  indnce  the  iS 
Sarnson  tn  the  Kremlin,  ,o  desist  from  firing,  „s  al  ,es IZa 
»  now  „seless-by  them,  however,  contr^;  ,„  alZZZ 
of  war,  he  was  taken  prisoner.    Bonaparte  I  Jl  even  thT,  I 

flit  ;;r  I,""  '"^  """r-  -"""^-i'^  ^^^^ 

tie  attempt.     He  was  sent  oil;  under  an  escort,  to  France-  and 

two,  .  „   on  the  23d,  Mortier  blew  up  the  Kremlin    a,  d 

abandoned  the  nlacc      «  Tl,-:.  ,..         i    i  .        ^'^"""'j  ana 

were  destroyed      Tl'  •  T""^'  ^''''''^''  i-mgazines,  all 

Ihe  Prussian  troop,  before  Riga  having  been  directed  to 


*  Twenty..,ix,h  Bulletin.  Bowrousk,  Oct  2M. 
t  Howai»ka's  report,  Oct.  ai,'d. 
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join  Mftcdoiiiikl,  who  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Dunaburgh  with 
the  intention  of  niarcliin'jj  aQfainst  Wittt^unstL-in,  previous  to 
the  battles  at  P()lot/.i<  in  August,  their  jjlaces  were  to  be  filled 
up  by  other  troops  trorn  Germany.  General  Essen  resolved,  if 
possil)le,  to  prevent  this  assistance  from  reachin<^  Macdonald. 
He  attacked  the  Prussian  troops  on  the  2'id  of  August,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  arrestin<f  their  attention,  and  in  injuring  them  con- 
siilerably.  The  enemy  held  an  advantageous  position,  strongly 
intrenched,  and  covered  with  artillery.  It  was,  nevertheless, 
taken  by  storm.  The  action  was  long  and  obstinate;  and,  had 
a  division  of  the  Russians  from  Riga,  which  were  embarked  to 
take  the  enemv's  column  near  Shiock  in  the  rear,  been  able 
to  land,  which  from  contrary  winds  they  were  not,  there 
can  hardly  be  a  doubt,  but  that  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Prussian  force  would  have  been  destroyed.  As  it  was,  they 
lost  ir>()0  men,  66 1  of  wiioni  were  prisoners.  The  Russian 
loss  was  600  men.*  This  diversion  paralyzed  the  efforts  ot 
Macdonald,  and  prevented  him  from  rendering  any  assistance 
to  Oudinot,  till  Wittgenstein  had  beat  him  severely,  and  des- 
troyed nearly  one  fourth  of  his  army.  After  this  no  event  ol 
importance  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Riga,  until  the 
27th  of  September,  when  the  garrison  being  re-enforced  by  the 
forces  under  Steinhcil,  consisting  of  1 8,000  men  from  Finland, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  seize  the  besieging  artillery  of  the  enc- 
mv?  and  destroy  the  Prussian  forces,  in  some  measure  iso- 
lated from  each  other.  This  brought  on  a  series  of  bloody 
cnffajxements,  which  continued  till  the  2d  of  October.  The 
Russians  advanced  at  first  with  success,  but  the  enemy  pene- 
trating their  design,  allowed  them  to  advance  to  the  right 
bank  of  the  Aa,  where,  on  the  29th,  a  bloody  eugagcment  took 
place,  in  which  the  Russians  suffered  considerable  loss,  and  were 
obliged  to  recross  the  Aa.  Finding  that  their  object  was  dis- 
covered, and  that  the  numbei'sof  the  enemy  were  too  great  i'or 
them  to  have  any  hopes  of  success,  they  began  to  retreat  to 
Higa,  harassed  and  attacked  daily  by  the  enemy.  On  the  1st 
of  October,  the  enemy,  with  all  his  forces,  attacked,  antl  endcn- 
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vouml  to  cut  off  the  Russian  .anguard  from  ,h,  „»,„  ,,„j„ 
r  „.,  brouKh,  „„  .  v.ry  „b,,ti„atc  and  ,a„,,,„i„a,.,  e„g„.-  ..,c« 
.l„cl,  la..cH   for   t«lvc  Lours  „l„,os.   wi,l,„„/ , ■,„:,;„,„      ' 
F,ve  .,mcs  ,:,„  e„„„,  „u,„w,  and  were  as  oft™  rep    s 
the  Ru,>,a„,  man,tan„„^-  their  position,  in  dofianee  o    eve,.; 
ei;>r  of  the  enemy  to  dislo,lge  then,.     A  considerable  number 
ol  Br,..sl,  gunboats^  alo,^  „i,|,  40    Russian   vessels  of     Z 
dcser,pl,on,  and  10  launehes  were  also  engaged,  and  eonveved 
.  e  .roops  under  Steinheil,  up  .1,,  A„. '  S„ 'the    <,Thr X^ 
.esuoymg  ,|,re„  tooms,  whieh  the  enen.y  had  thrown  aero, 
the  nver  «  Mittau    they  took  possession  .rftbat  pi .T    Jd "4 
l^eee,  ot  cannon;  the  Prussian  troop,  retiring  up  tl  e  r.ver  il 
Boarsk,,  where  they  had  no  pieces  of  cannon   an,U   w„,  " 
dns  place  where  they  were  joincnl  by  rc-entb  cement,    h,m 

of  25,000  men  and  80  pieces  of  cann.m,  obliged  the  Itussian 
force   now  u,fer,or  in  number,  to  retreat.     The  enem     lost" 
consulerable  number  of  prisoners.    The  failure,  however  oH  ,e 
prmcpal  object  „f  the  Russians,  gave  the  enem;  an  oZ'rt"  n" 
.0  c la,m  a  deeded  victory  over  them,  the  Ru,  ian  lo's  w     2 
cordmg  y  staled  to  be  5000  men;  2S0O  of  whom  were  priso  L" 
Bu  on  the  other  hand,  ,f  the  Russian,  failed  in  their  matao^ 
ject,    the  enemy  also  faUed    in  that  which  he  had  in    view 
amely    to  cut  off  .he  principal  part  of  ,he  Rnssiln  a Z 
rom  R,g„    and  .0  destroy  it.    The  loss  on  both  side,  was  v™J 
considerable   and  amounted  .0  5-000  men  on  the  part  of  tZ 
Russians,  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners;,  while  Z    of  the 
enemy  was  rather  more;  and  what  was  of  stil  I'tjr  im- 
ponance,  the  consequences  of  the  last  actions  were,*t    t  Mae 
donald  ..  w„l„lrew  from  the  position  he  had  hit  ler  o  oel 
p.0.1,  by  which  means,  the  coq,,  of  Count  Wittgenstei ,  w    ch 
supported  the  corps  of  Count  Steinheil  hv  i,!  „ 
were  enabled  to  act  with  much  ^t  1113™':,"' 

vxenerals    IJ  York   and  Kleist^  cpmrnanded   the, 

•  London  Gazette,  Oct.  27th,  Stew.rfs  cl.^tehes. 
t  Essen's  dispatch,   Riga,  Oct,  4tl!. 
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Prnssinn  troAps  priiicip.illy  cnnrflgpil  in  tlirsft  jiffliiis,  flio  last 
which  they  fonirht  in  this  uiijiist  war,  and  to  which  no  doiiht 
they  were  compolU-d.  From  this  period  tho  opposinir  forces 
remained  inactive  before  Riga,  while  grand  and  decisive  opera- 
tions were  carrying  on  in  otlicr  (|i!arters,  and  to  which  it  is  now 
time  to  return. 

We  have  already  seen  that  TorinasofT,  pressed  hy  a  superior 
force,  and  after  a  most  obstinate  resistance,  had  been  ol)liged 
to  fall  back  iuto  Volhynia,  and  take  refii^'e  behind  the  Styr. 
lint  the  enemy  had  suffered  so  severely,*  in  these  destructive 
combats,  as  to  be  unable  to  give  him  much  ti-onblo  for  some 
time.  They  were,  however,  re-enforced  by  10,000  men  of  tlio 
Confederation  of  the  Ilhinc,f  and  were  expected  again  to  ad- 
vance. The  waters  of  the  Pruth,  and  other  rivers,  hivngbeea 
swelled  by  heavy  rains,  impeded  tht  march  of  the  Moldavian 
army,  and  prevented  its  forming  a  jtniction  with  'i'ormasoff  as 
early  as  was  expected.  That  indefatigable  lca<ler,  however, 
continued  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  every  direction.  The  Cos- 
sackj  tiie  terrible  Cossack,  surrounded  their  camps,  and  every  de- 
tachment that  made  its  appearance,  in  moderate  strength,  return- 
ed to  their  standards  no  more.  The  advance  of  the  Moldavian 
army  being  now  ascertained,  TonnasciT  began  to  prepare  for 
a  warfare  more  agreeable  to  his  inclination.  On  the  9th 
September,  he  began  to  throw  bridges  over  the  Styr,  and  to 
make  preparations  for  crossing  that  river.  On  the  ]  7th,  tho 
Moldavian  army  under  TchichagolT  joined  him,  and  augment- 
ed his  force  to  100,000  men.  On  the  23d,  these  active  Gen- 
erals crossed  the  Styr,  which  movement  obliged  Schwartzcn- 
berg  to  fall  back  upon  Bresck.  The  retreat  of  the  enemy  was 
conducted  with  the  greatest  precipitation,  leaving  stores  and 
prisoners  behind  him.  By  the  15th  October,  Volhynia  was 
entirely  clear  of  the  invaders,  and  Prince  Schvvartzenberji  con- 
tinned  his  retreat  to  Bresc  Litowiski.  The  Russian  Cavalry 
came  up  with  his  rearguard,  on  which  occasion  a  severe  ac- 
tion ensued,  with  great  loss  to  the  enemy,  who  left  2000  dead 

*  In  the  action  of  tlie  ]  2th  August,  they  lost  more  than  5000  men,  280  of  which 
were  prisoners;  the  Russians  lost  1 500.     Torinnsofl's  dispatch,  19th  August. 
\  Tonuasoff's  dispattli,  Sept.  3il, 
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*n  llio  field,    and   had    .WO  takon   prisoners.'     Fdnvnrt7.cn 
bergs  army  then  crossed  the  H,,.,,  f;>||o.ved  l.y  the  Russians' 
whose  approach  curried  terror  to  the  ...tcs  of  Warsa.v;  whit.; 
other  parts  of  the  nrn.y  rnarche<l  to  the  Northward  ip  the  d. 
rnfoM  o    Wolkowisk-,  and  threatened  Wih.a,  ar.d  the  cnenP-',' 

J.nesonlheN.emen      Tchicha^off,  whonowhadtheduWcon. 
mand    M  a  strong  orco  under  General  8acken,  to  watch  the 
Co    cderates  n.  the  Duchy  oHVarsaw,  and  pushed  on  hi m  df 
.n  the  dnecuon  of  Minsk.     On  the  2Ist    October,    hi       d- 
vanced  guard  entered  Nionym  un.l  took  sc-veral  prisoners,  wll 
nnotner  duKs,on  othis  army  n^arched  in  tho  same  <li  ectiou 
frorn  Vo  hyn.u  by  P„,sk,  and  another  fron.  Mozern  by  Lei    k 
-Ihefhg  tot  the   Frend.fro.„  Moscow  was    ,ow  k'now   t 
.0  more  d.stant  Russian  annies,  and  each  w. ,  more  ca  J 
than  t  >c  otI>er  to  ass.st  in  their  capture  and  destruction.       " 

Dombrowski,  who  had  been  detached  from  that  part  of  the 
French  army  under  Junot,  from  Smolensk,  to  beside  the  for- 
tress  of  Bobrunsk,  on  the  Derezinn.  was  busily  cnrployed    n 
collectn.g  supphes  of  all  kin<Is,  and  strengthening  hi   arm    by 
numerous  recru.ts  from  Poland,  in  order  to  accou^plish' iw' 
object.     Bobrunsk  was  blockaded  in  a  strict  manner,  ar.d  thl 
:J  7^7^^^^'--  to  commence.    General  D'Oertdl    who  re 
a  rod  at  Mozyr  j„  order  to  watch  Dombrowski,  havi;.  JJZ 
bled  a  consulcrable  force,  and  understandh.g  tl^t  the  ^r^X 
fonsof  the  enemy  were  nearly  complete,  resolved  iZJcl 
!  and  prevent  h,s    ol^ect  fi-on.   being  carried  into  effect^S 
h.s  purpose  he  left  Mozyr,  and  by  rapid  and  painful  marches 

w.thout  any  thing  to  eatjf  he  came  up  with  the  enemy  near 
Gorbatschew,  on  tlu.  15th  September,  and  after  a  severe  el 
ga^'ement  of  e.ght  hours  under  the  most  discouraging  and  L 

:rThr^^""^T-^: ,,_,,,  j,  defeating  l;:!: 

ta  V  V  .        .'"''""y  '  ^'^^«'«"  consisting  of  5000  men  were  to- 
field,  and  a  great  number  of  prisoners  were  taken.     The 

•  K-fusoff's  d-.i«,tfh,  from  I3th  to  I5it,.  Oct. 
t  P  OertelJ's  re],ort,  Mozyr,  end  of  Scineinber. 
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Rfissinn  loss  was  only  180  killnl  and  woumlctl.  In  this  action, 
the  tlriintl  Major  (Jucrsttn,  Adjutant  to  Gencrid  Jiinot  was 
Kfcond  in  ciMunmnd.  Tlic  couscMjutMiix'  of  this  uiHiir  was,  thut 
all  the  enemy's  n)aga/inos  wore  destroycti,  uiid  Uobrunsk  t-n* 
tirely  treed  from  hlockailc  or  danger. 

While  the  important  events  which  have  already  been  relat- 
ed were  taking  place  in  Moscow  and  its  neighbourhood,  oper- 
tions,  equally  important  anil  decisive  of  the  war,  were  go- 
ing  on  in  other  (luarter?^  After  the  bloody  aflair  of  the  IStli 
September,  at  Pololzk,  the  French  army  found  itself  unfit  to  at- 
tempt any  tjiing  against  Wittgenstein.  But  that  brave  GenernI, 
being  re-eidorced  by  the  troops  from  Finland;  and  according  to 
St.  Cyr's  account,  with  "  17,000  more  from  tlic  Capital,  inchul- 
in<'  ()  or  8000  men,  which  had  been  scru/ml  togdlur  in  St.  Pe- 
ter.sburi'h  and  its  environs;"*  he  with  these  found  himself  in  a 
nituation  to  follow  up  his  oft'ensivc  operations.  Previous  to  this, 
Ills  troops  ccmtinualiy  harassed  the  enemy's  position.  On  the 
20th  September,  a  body  of  Cossacks,  under  the  commantl  of 
Colonel  Rodionow,  succeeded  in  destroying  large  magazinrs 
which  the  enemy  had  formetl,  in  the  circles  of  Gorodezk  and 
Polotzk.  They  :dso  occasioned  him  a  loss  of  more  than  600 
men.  Similar  operations  continued  to  be  performed  with  suc- 
cess, to  the  constant  annoyance  and  great  loss  of  the  enemy. 
But  more  important  operations  than  theso  were  about  to  take 
pliice.  The  re-enforcements  from  Finland  and  other  places  hav- 
ing joined,  and  being  relieved  from  all  dread  of  any  trouble 
from  Macdonald,  Wittgenstein  was  determined  at  all  hazards, 
to  drive  the  enemy  from  Polotzk.  For  this,  purpose,  General 
Steinheil  was  directed  to  move  along  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
Dwina,  in  order  to  distract  the  attention  of  theeneniy,  and  drive 
liim  from  that  side  of  the  river — Wittgenstein  himself  was  to  at- 
tack in  front.  These  combinations  brought  on  the  third  battle 
8t  Polotzk;  more  sanguinary  than  any  which  had  yet  taken 
place  in  that  quarter.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  Lieut. 
Gen.  Price  .laschevil  commenced  the  attack.  The  enemy  receiv- 
ed them  in  the  village  of  Guravitchne,  from  whence  he  was  driv- 
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en  into  the  town.    The  huUle  was  n.ost  b.oody.    ft  co.r.mencod 
at  SIX  o  dock  in  the  morning,  and  lusted  till   sevru  at  ni.d.f 
I  he  lluss.ans  drove  the   enemy  beli,re  them  in  all  direction.' 
.md  compiled  them  to  seek  refuKc  within  their  intrenclunenls.' 
rhe  loss  on  b..th  sides  was  very  great,     tit.  Cyr  describes  the 
battle  as  truly  .IreadtuI,  and  the  fury  of  the  Russians  asterribk.. 
he  asserts,  he  repulsed  them  with  u  dreadful  loss,  but  to  account' 
or  the  loss  o    his  redoubts  in  front  of  his  intrenchments,  u.ul 
IMS  seeking  rehire  ui  the  latter,  he  uses  the  following  rem.aikable 
words;       I  wished  to  have  allowed  all  that  /,:>„•  an/our  of  ,ho 
Russians,  who  had  debouched  furiously  and  in  u  crowd,  by  .ho 
Scibit  and  Riga  roads,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  town,  to  bo 
s,,enton  two  redoubts,  constructed  and  occupied  by  the  IJava- 
mn  Artillery  and  troops;"  and  continued  he.  »  by  this,  we  at 
I   lea^    brought  the  Russians  who  nuule  this  attack,  under  the 
I   walls  ol  the  town,  where  the  carnage  we  caused   them,  laste.I 
I    .on.  morning  till  night.     But  notwithstanding  the  success  oh- 
tamed  on  tins  c  ay,  I  was  uneusjy  in  the  evening,  respecting  the 
success  my  cjvah^,  „,i.ht  have  met  with  on  the  other  side  of  the 
)wina.  *     We  shall  soon  see  that  he  had  good  reason  for  his 
I   fears.     During  the  greater  part  of  the  next  day,  the  enemy  were 
,   occupied  m  removing  their  wounded  fror.  Polotzk  to  the  other 
^   SKlo  o    the  Dwina.     On  the  early  part  of  that  day,   Witt-.n- 
•s  em  desisted  irom  his  attack,  until  he  had  obtained  informalioH 
ot  the  movements  of  Steinheil  on  the  opposite  bank.    That  Gen, 
eral  had  been  successful.     In  the  afternoon.   Wittgensteur  re- 
eeived  intormat.on.  that  he  had  driven  the  enemy  from  the  vil- 
lage  ot   Bolonia,    and    was  pursuing  him  to   Polotzk.     The 
eaemy  then  made  every  preparation  to  abandon  the  place;  but 
he  Russian  General  was  too  near,  and  too  >yell  acquainted  with 
IS  situation^  not  to  perceive  his  intentions.     It  was  now  near 
dark    bu    Wittgenstein  immediately  determii^ed  to  attack  Po- 
lo/l      '   He  rectified  his  position,"  says  St.  Cyr,  «  and  form- 
d  a  half  arc  e  round  ours.»t     A  dreadful  cirde  indee.l  it  was  I 
At  hve  o  clock  the  engageinent  commenced,  and  was  contested 

•  St  Cyr's  dispatch.  Oct.  2(Hh.  dialed  from  ««;,&... 
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with  inilcsciibable  fury.    The  enemy  was  driven  from  liis  stronv 
intrcnchments  at  the  point  of  the  bayonc*.     lie  threw  himself 
into  the  town.     It  was  surrounded  with  a  double  pallisadc — 
The  houses  were  filled  with  troops,  f'roui  behind  which,  an  in- 
cessant and  galling  fire  of  musqiietry  was  kept  up.     llie  Rus- 
sian artillerv  commenced  a  dreadful  discharge  of  round  and 
grape  shot.     "  He  began"  says  St.  Cyr,  "  to  fire  from  all  his 
batteries,  and  threw  into  llic  town  a  quantity  of  shells  ami 
other  incciuliarij  projectiles,  to  set  it  on  lire,  in  which  he  in  jiart 
succeeded,  hoping  by  this  to  prevent  our  artillery  movements, 
and  blow  up  our  Caissons.     This  cannonade  and  bombard- 
ment were   supported  by   a  general   attack."*     AVittgcnstciu 
immediately  commanded  the  advanced  guard  in  two  divisions, 
the  one  under  Generals  Platofi'  and  Diebitch,  and  the  other 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Reidiger,  to  storm  the  i)laci'. 
These   bi'ave    men    threw   themselves   into    the    town.      The 
battle  railed  in  the  streets.     The  scene  now  became  awful  and 
appalling.    The  Russians  thought  only  on  victory.    They  rush- 
ed over  scenes  of  death  and  desolation,  altogether  indiscrib- 
able.     Well  might  the  enemy  exclaim,  "  Never  was  a  war  con- 
ducted  like  this  war!"f     Polotzk    bore  ample    testimony   to 
this  truth.     Though  now  the  middle  of  a  gloomy  night  in  Oc- 
tober, "  IVe  sfltu  each  other"  says  St.  Cyr,  "  as  in  full  day  lis^ht, 
hy  the  light  of'  the  burning  town,  and  this  attack  was  continued 
until  the  moment  when  the  last  man  had  passed  to  the  lift 
bank  of  the  Dwina.":};     The  slaughter  was  prodigious.     The 
Russian  troops  bore  down  all  oj)position,  and  by  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  Polot/k  was  their  own.     "  Thank- 
to  the  Almighty,"   said  Wittgenstein  in  liis  dispatch  to  the 
Emperor,  "  Marshal  Govion  St.  Cyr  is  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Dwin;i,  and  1  am  in  Polotzk."^    No  French  logic  could 
answer   this.     The   enemy  fled  across   the  river    in    conster- 
nation; and  great  us  his  loss  was,  it  would  have  been  much 

•  St.  Cyr's  di'spatclj,   Oct.  20th,  datcel  from  no  place.  f  Fifteenth  biilk-lin. 

f  St,  Cyr's  dinpatch,  as  above. 

§  This  laconic  sentence  must  brinig  to  the  reader's  recollection,  similar  dis- 
patches from  Suw 'arrow  to  the  Empvess  Catharine,  particularly  the  following 
"  Glory  to  God —  Vraiscs  to  Catharijic — tlie  proud  Ismaul  Is  below  your  feet— 
iSuwarrow  is  in  it." 


f  Fifteenth  biillttia 
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..a  n,ee„,h.  ,ei„,  ™...  foj^^LX  ^  IT;:::,''': 

d,d„„t  arnve  until  .he  ...e™,  had  massed  .he  X  Ci.'h  a 
co„.derable  part  of  his  forces.  The  result  of  these  l.rT^nt 
days,  was  a  loss  to  .he  enemy  of  100  staff  officorrandiZ. 
pnvates  taken  prisoners;  9  pieces  of  eanuon  90,,^  »™  «»l"> 
gons,  all  .he  hagp^e  bejgin,  .o  CZIZ^X:! 
and  a  great  number   of  gun  carriages,    th.  "^S'^^^^i^^ 

.0  which,  had  boon  ^'^o.!  i.^.T^^^.^'^Ct:^;^ 
%vas  not  accurately  ascertained-  but  it  mn.f  I,       T  ^ 

a.  not  only  the  i  of  battle,  '^T::!  'ZZ/ZZ 
he  hne  of  the.r  d.sastrous  retreat,  was  covered  with  d  .d    "!o 
Hat  .h,s  corps,  says  Wittgenstein,  is  entirely  destroved  '-  r 
neral  St.  Cyr  was  wounded,  and  obliged  to  leave  .IT  o.n„„^d" 

^eptgalCtticl^^^^^^^^ 

;:^:^f:::;rr:t:::;:::-^^^^^^^^ 

1UM„    fron,  their  eagerness'to  throw  Ltl.  lit"  '=°- 
my's  batteries  and  lines."  ""'  "'"  ™<^ 

This  last  battle  that  was  fnnirtir  «^  d  i  .  , 
decisive  in  this  ,„e,norabfe  war'    It  n^^''  "•'  "?',"■' '^-' 
which  the  enemy  had  left  a.  P^  Jk    bnu  fe  R '"         °  """^ 

were  saparatedfr„,„  the  wretched  remainsofSt  C^r" '™''' 
commanded  by  Le  Grand  and  .he7  ^        '"^' """' 

;™„  i.  k  .  >-"™i".  and  they  were  never  again  able  to  re. 

Wil  ""', 77"™«'  >>y  S'einheil  .0  Oloubokol  and  .owm^ 
W,l„„,  wfcde  the  right  (lank  of  Macdonald's  ar^;  was  tZrebv 
completely   uncovered.     But  these  were   its   leaftL  ^ 

-ults.     I.  recalled  ViCor  from  Smolensk  ^Uh  .^  JeZTr: 

ho  most  pressing  orders  to  march  to  the  assistance  of  his  mlT 
">.<.of.he  supply  and  asststance  which  tl,ey  expected  tf  meet  on 

•  Wittgenstein's  repQ.^  Oct.  31st. 
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the  road  to  iSmolonsk,  and  which  if  they  had  received,  would 
hav    bocn  of  th'>  most  'sscntial  service  to  them. 

Witt^enstoin  continued  to  follow  up  his  success,  without 
allowinir  his  antagonist  a  moment's  rest.  He  continued  the 
pursuit  to  Ouehatki,  and  was  preparinir  to  march  lo  Lcpel. 
He  detached  a  part  of  his  army  to  observe  Macdonald.  He 
detached  ulso  Major  General  Garp  to  Witepzk,  which  that 
General  took  by  storm  on  the  7th  of  November;  the  enemy, 
besides  a  great  number  killed  and  wounded,  had  .':J17  men  taken 
prisoners,  and  also  magazines  stored  with  large  supplies  of  pro- 
visions, forage,  and  gun  powder.  Steinheil,  having  been  dis- 
patched after  the  Bavarians  who  had  been  separated  from  St. 
Cyr's  army,  completely  eft'octetl  his  purpose.  Their  remaining 
force  was  totally  dispersed;  and  after  jicrforming  this  essential 
service,  he  rejoined  Wittgenstein.  In  the  meantime,  the  rei- 
jnains  of  St.  Cyr's  army,  having  been  joined  by  Victor  and 
1 .5,000  of  his  reserve,  with  other  detaclnnents,  had  marched  from 
Ivcpel  to  the  village  of  Tcheschniki,  in  order  if  possible,  to  cohi- 
})el  Wittgenstein  to  recross  the  Dwina.  This  however,  was  no 
easy  task,  and  one  they  were  by  no  means  aiicquate  to  perform. 
Witt^fenstein  attacked  them  on  the  1st  of  November,  and  after 
an  obstinate  and  destructive  engagement,  decided  principally 
by  the  artillery,  which  lasted  from  seven  in  the  morning  till 
five  in  (he  evening]  he  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from 
their  positions — occupied  the  village  of  Tcheschniki — eslablish- 
(Xl  his  vanguard  in  front  of  the  Ula,  and  sent  detachments  ia 
tlio  directions  of  Borrisow  and  Minsk,  to  learn  the  position  of 
tlie  Moldavian  army  under  Tchichagoft'.  This  he  ascertained, 
however,  in  a  few  days  afterward,  by  the  arrival  of  General 
Chernicheff;  who,  with  a  party  of  Cossacks,  had  been  detach- 
ed by  TchichagofF  to  inform  Wittgenstein  of  his  situation. 
This  gallant  ollicer,  after  a  most  extraordinary  inarch  through 
the  middle  of  enemy's  columns,  swimming  four  rivers,  and 
destroying  many  baggage  waggons,  intercepting  couriers  be- 
loni'injr  to  the  cnemv;  and  lastly,  of  having  had  the  good  luck 
to  relieve  General  Winzcngerode  and  his  companions,  so 
treacherously  taken  prisoners  at  Moscow,  arrived  in  safety  at 
the  head-quarters  of  Wittgenstein,  with  scarcely  any  loss.    13y 
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him  ho   was   (lispatohed    to    Petersburg!,;    which  journov  he 
performed  with    incredible    rapidity,    swimming    rivers     ,„d 
crossmg  torests  with  tl,e   speed   of  the  eagle.     The   loss  of 
the  enemy  at  Tcheschnil<i  was  severe.     For  some  time,  he  was 
unable  to  face  Wittgenstein  in  the  field,  but  fell  back  towards 
i>mo\cmk,  to  secure  his  communications  with  the  giaud  army  * 
Such  was  the  situation  of  alllvi,-.  i„  all  quarters,  when  the 
C.rand  Army  was  compelled  to  leave  the  object  of  all  its  desires 
fcit.gues,  and  battles-Moscow!    Misfortunes  and  <langers  uoJ 
assailed  the.n,  out  of  which  no  device  of  their  leader  coulc^e.vtri^ 
cate  then,.     "  Gladly  would  he  com,H>n„d  li.r  safety;  but  ^^oiicv" 
and  justice  alike  demand  the  terrible  infliction.     The  history  of 
his  darmg  must  not  be  told,  without  the  terrible  catastrophe' bv 
which  It  was  attended."!     We  have  already  noticed  the  opera'- 
Mens  that  accompanied  the  abandonmeiit  of  that  city,  and  the 
ineffectual  attempts  of  Bonaparte,    to   force  his   way    by  the 
fertile  provinces  of  Toola  and  Kaluga.     We  left  him  at  Ver- 
e,a,  on  tlie  27th,  ia  full  retreat  to  gain  Smolensk.     To  enter 
into  every  particular  occurrence  of  that  retreat,  the  most  disas- 
trous  ni  military  annals,  would,  exceed  the  limits  of  this  work- 
«nd,  from  its  uniformity,  appear-  tedious  to  the  reader.     The 
leading  particulars  sliall  therefore  only  be  mentioned.     The  si, 
tuation  of  the  French  army,  before  leaving  Moscow,  was  snffic  - 
emly  wretched.     Horse  flesh  had  been  their  principal  Ibou  t 
Iheu'  cavalry  was  worn  down  and  decayed,  for  want  of  forage 
and  proper  food.     The  men  disappointed,  and  the  ofiicers  dfs- 
pinted,  had  lost  that  confidence  which  is  a  great  support  in 
arduous  undertakings.     But  all  this  which  they  endured  a- 
midst  the  gloom  and  ruins  of  Moscow,  was  luxury  and  happi- 
ness  compared  with  what  they  were  about  to  suffer.     From 
Veroja,  Bonaparte,  and  the  army  which  then  r<;mained,  took 
die  road  to  Poland.     Their  march  was  of  the  most  rapid  knu?. 
No  time  was  to  be  los^.     The  advance  of  Tchichagofl'  from 
the  south-west-the  advance  oi  Wittgenstein  from  the  north. 

XT*  ^'"'  ^^'"gP'isteiirs  dispatches.  Sept.  S.-Jth,  Oct    Hth    "nfh    oni.    -,  .        i 
W  1st.  .d,  «tt..  and  ..,.;  and  StoinLil..  6c.^tin;,d"S;enSerr^- 


T  -riaxniuki's  iVocIamation  bcginni 
i  iVutujoU's  niipatili,  OctobM  latli 


iig.,  Re^rcjit  of  the  Frenj^'li  army. 
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west,  towards  Smolensk,  after  liavinpr  destroyed  every  tl)in<» 
opposed  to  him,  might,  it"  united  upon  the  Dnieper,  form  a 
barrier,  which  the  dispirited  army  of  the  French  Emperor 
would  endeavour  in  vain  to  break  through.  On  the  30th  of 
October  the  head  quarters  of  the  enemy  were  at  Coh>ki,  a  mon- 
astery  8  miles  from  Borodino — Borodino  yet  reeking  with  the 
torrents  of  blood  shed  around  it,  and  the  gi'ave  of  nearly  as 
many  brave  men,  which  once  belonged  to  his  army,  as  now  re- 
mained under  his  command. — What  must  have  been  his  feel- 
ings, when  he  cast  his  eyes  towards  those  fatal  fields? — what 
must  have  been  the  feelings  of  the  army,  when  they  passed  over 
and  left  foi'ever  the  remains  of  their  dearest  comrades  andcom- 
panions,  buried  in  a  foreign  land?  Ai"ound  them  no  ray  of 
comfort  brightened  their  prospests — no  sun  of  Austerlitz  dis- 
pelled tlie  gloom.  The  deplorable  situation  of  the  French 
army  in  its  retreat,  through  a  country  maddened  against  it, 
cannot  be  illustrated  in  a  more  striking  manner  than  by  attend- 
ing to  the  proclamation  issued  by  the  Emperor  Alexander,  on 
the  15th  November,  at  a  time  when  it  was  only  known  thflt  the 
enemy  had  but  the  Russians  to  contend  with.  To  this  im- 
portant document  I  must,  for  a  moment,  direct  the  readers  at- 
tention. It  is  a  production  which  Sovereigns  should  study, 
and  which  subjects  £>hould  learn.  It  shews  what  the  Sovereign 
may  do  that  lias  his  people's  aft'ection,  and  what  a  people  will 
do  for  the  Sovereign  they  love.  It  does  more — it  exhibits  the 
character  of  the  enemy  in  the  true  colours  of  Gallic  wicked- 
ness; and  further,  exalts  the  character  of  the  Russian  Sovereign 
and  his  people,  who,  with  as  much  sincerity  as  witli  justice,  al- 
ways acknowledged  the  Almighty  as  their  preserver,  their  leadt 
er,  and  their  guide. 

The  enemy,  says  Alexander,  "  with  peaceful  promises  or.  his 
tongue,  never  ceased  to  think  of  war;"  and  having  collected  i 
numerous  army  from  20  different  nations,  "  with  vast  quantitie ; 
of  artillery,  he  penetrated  into  the  interior  of  Russia.  *'  Mw  • 
der,  fire^  and  destruction,  "were  his  attendants  on  the  march. 
1  he  plundered  property,  the  towns  and  villages  set  on  fire,  the 
smokincr  ruins  of  Moscow,  the  Kremlin  blown  ur>  into  the  air, 
the  temples  and  altars  of  the  Lord  destroyed;  inaMord,  all 
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kinds  of  cruelty  .ind  Iwvlmiity,  |,i,l,erto  u„l,„„-d  ot;  «,  lo„«,, 
prove  by  h,,  own  „c.i„,„  .1.,,  .hey  have  long  been  lying  efn- 
cen led  »  .ho  dep.l,  ot  h„  mind."  The  po«se«i„„  of  the  world 
o,dd  no.  ,„  ,sfy  1,™,  ,o  long  .,  u„„ia  was  happy.  ,  te  therj^ 
lore  planne,    her  des.rnction.     «  He  likewise  thought  i„  cZ 

AW  »/■«»««»■/„  anf  of  Go,r,  fe„,^fa,  ,„  „J„J„ 
»»*»«/,  .,^  ,0  «,.„,,/„  „„„■„„„,  ,,^,„^  ^,,  .  "' 

IT"'  ."""'T.'""'"  tebuili  his  destrnetive  plan,,  and 
»ul,  tl  en,  he  foreed  himself,  like  a  pestilential  and  Lrderous 
tempest  into  the  heart  of  Russia." 
1  do  not  i-eeollee.  of  any  produetlon  where  Gallic  villany  i, 

I  more  correctly,  justly,  and  forcibly  delineated,  than  it  is  here 
.n  such  a  short  compass.  Kvery  word  speaks  volumes  of  »„„ 
«d  misery,  >v^„ch  Europe,  through  all  her  borders,  can  tes.if; 

hB  true.  The  first  object  of  the  French  Govermeut,  ever 
smce  the  revolution,  was  to  sh.ake  the  fidelity  of  the  people  of 
every  country  to  their  Sovereign,  by  poisoLg  thefr  „dt 
.ith  every  thing  that  is  evil,  in  order  to  make'them  „  Ire 

\my  prey.     Bonaparte  attempted  to  rebut  the  charge  of  l,„.i„' 
0  e  this,  ,n   Russia,  by  saying,  that  he  could  eatily  have  el 

Ibut  that  his  humanity  would  not  allow  him,  as  it  would  have 

«  pro  uctive  of  such  horrid  scenes  of  butchery  and  blocKire^!  ' 
Y     hould  have  been  able  to  arm  the  greater  part  of  her  ot 
h«l».on  against  her,  by  pi^laiming  liberty  to  the  si  ves    a 
Sreat  number  o    villages  demanded  it  of  mef  but,  whc  iTper! 

r^tlt^:  *"?'"'  """'"""=  ^'»-  "fhe  Russian  pi 
Iple,  I  refused  to  accede  to  a  measure  which  would  havedevoted 
^,  .amines  to  death,  aud  the  most  horrible  punishmem  - 
I  lie  Emperors  memory  (which  was  never  very  good,  when 

H  Plann  d,  but  could  not  accomplish)  had  sufced  very  mud. 
Le    "r"'";"'"P-«-'-     Unless  his  i^^Heetioo  had  been 

^e  caused  a  French  grenadier  make  to  the  Russian  proclama- 

.•  BM.pnne'5  An™,  to  SmM,  Decmlit,  »ou,,  mj. 
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<ion,  wlilcli  luvitod  tliom  to  .ihandon  his  service.  «'  At  all  c- 
v».|its,  (says  tills  eloquent  iirodiictiou)  the  hour  is  not  far  oil' 
when  wo  will  give  iVcodom  to  ycnir  broth reii—wZ/r//.  wc  rvill  n- 
1hi!>:'ti$h  slavrrij  in  t/ir  llimsian  Ziw/j/vr— wo  arc  actually  (iglitiii- 
j'>r  your  rirrhts,  and  for  ytnir  familioH.*"  The  Euiporor  had  all 
l)is  army  too  obedient  to  his  will,  and  too  much  under  distip- 
lin->,  for  any  grenadier  in  it  to  dare  to  attempt  or  proinuljrMtc 
what  was  not  the  will  and  the  intentions  of  his  niastor.  His 
hunianilv!  who  could  doubt  for  a  moment  that  ho  tried  this 
scheme,  and  wouhl  luive  accomplished  it  too  if  he  could.  Ikt 
whci\  he  found  that  tlie  people  treated  hi3  insinuations  with 
sc(»rn,  he  then  turned  like  the  fox  from  the  grajjcs  which  weiv 
luyond  his  power,  and  went  oiF,  saying,  "  hang  it,  they  are 
not  worth  my  while." 

But  the  ruin  of  their  political  principles  were  the  least  of  tlio 
rvils  attending  upon  Gallic  invasion.  It  was  the  total  destruc- 
tion of  the  moral  and  religious  princi)  '  s  of  nations  which  tlicy 
a'med  at,  and  which  they  used  their  (irst  and  most  strenuous  el'. 
torts  to  nccomiilish.  T\m  they  knew,  from  experience,  liiitl 
brought  round  a  r(>volution  in  their  own  country,  and  would 
never  fail  to  bring  round  one  in  any  country.  For  this  purpose, 
the  first  object  of  the  GalUcleaders  and  Government,  under  wlmt- 
fver  form  it  was  constituted,  and  under  whatever  ordisrs  tlicv 
fou<»ht,  was  to  endeavour,  "  by  defdement  of  the  sanctuaries,  uiiJ 
v>f  (rod's  temples,  to  make  religion  wnsteady;  and  to  strike  the 
national  sight  with  follii>s  and  extravagancies."  (A  most  apjiro- 
priatc  expression.)  Their  disregard  of,  and  contempt  for  every 
thing  sacred,  has  been  a  prominent  feature  in  the  character  of  the 
IVeiich  people,  and  their  armies,  from  the  abolition  of  the  Sub- 
bath  in  Paris,  till  the  disastrous  retreats  from  Moscow  and  Leip- 
sic,  where  they  turned  the  churches  into  stables  for  their  horses, 
burnt  their  furniture,  and  compelled  the  ministers  of  religion  to 
drive  cattle  after  their  army;  and  then  stripping  them  naked,  turn- 
.  ed  them  hack  helpless  and  forlorn,  to  their  plundered  honifs 
and  starving  families.  Such  wanton  contempt  of  every  tliiii^ 
siicrcd,  aful  such  crimes,  could  not  always  escape  with  impunity. 
»Such  conduct  as  th!  ,  was,  above  all  others^  the  surest  way  to  t;" 

•  Moniteiir,  Wilna,  July  20tli,  1812. 
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I       t.nh  the  iitidivi.lod  hatml  of  the  lltissiau  tmti,,,,      TI,<.  I  f  I 
n-r„t  ol-tlu.ir  tomplos,  above- all  otl.or  ac-lious,  struck  tl.nr  louk 

l.lt  .ts  dlocts       1  h<.y  r.,.she<l  a.ai.ist  l.in,,   ..n.lcT  whafov.T  ci, 
nnnstaucvs  thoy  mot  him.     '^  Alljoinc.,!  (says  Alc-xanclor)  ...,- 
:nun,ousIy   .n  the  work.     The  new   levies  have,   with  the  ian.e 
W.o  n,K!_  ,„tn.puhty.  penetrated  the  enen.y's   rc,.iments  with 
y   lu.  same  ,m,,lement.  w.tl,  which  they  only  a  Ibw  weeks  I.eli,,.; 
m  t„nu.d  „p  thcr  held.      Many  viila,.s  have  secreted  their  wive 
and   tomler  ndants,  n,  the  wo.nls;    and  the  inhabitants  wi.h 
m-mod  hands    .U)d  unconceivable  conra-n-,  under  engagements 
upon    he  Holy  Gospc-I,  not  to  leave  each  other  in  .h^.^er    d.- 
f.mled  themselves;  and,  whenever  the  enemy  shewed  l.in.selC 
fell  upon  Inm,    «o  that  many    thousands  of  then,  have-  bcH.M 
n.l  to  pieces  and  dispersed  by  the  peasants,  and  even  by  thefr 
women;  and  numbers  taken  prisoners,  who  were  indebLl  tbr 
.lK..rl.ves  to  the  humanity  of  those  very  people,  whom  tla-y 
lamc  to  burn  and  plunder."*  -^ 

Dreadful,  indeed,  must  have  been  the  situation  of  an  enen.v 
.n  acountry  hke  this.     IJonaparte  soon  perceived  that  his  tonZ 
.'ty  had  carried  hm.  too  far;  and  while  misery,  nnpitied,  assailed 
.1...  on  every  sale,  he  fled  from  the  appalling,  scene.     "  He 
flics  from  Moscow  (says  Alexander)  with  as  much  fear  and  de- 
pression, as  he  advanced  a^minst  it  with  pride  and  insolence-- 
.0  flies,  leaving  his  cannon  behind  him,  throwing  away  his 
l>n-age,  and  sacrificing  every  thing  that  can  retard  the  swift- 
pic'ss  of  h.s  fli.rht.     Thousa-uls  of  the  fugitives  daily  fall  to  the 
[  .'art.,  and  pe,-ish.     In  such  man.ier  does  the  just  vengeance  of 
-od  pmnsh  those  who  insult  his  temples:  whilst  wc  with  pa- 
I  t.rn  .1  tenderness  and  joyful  heart,  observe  the  great  and  prai^se- 
;  worthy  acfons  ofour  fUithfl.l  sul^ects,  we  carry  our  mos/  warn. 
|-<  hvely  graftude  to  the  fh-st  cause  of  all  good,  the  Aln.ighty 
,  -1-and  jomrly  with  tl.e  true  Chu.-ch,  and  the  holy  i,yj 
and  Clergy,  snpphcate  his  assistance;    that   if  our  inveterate 
enemy,  and  the  mocker  of  God's  temples  and  holiness,  should 
[  otbe  entirely  and  totally  destroyed  in  Russia;  yet  that  his 
|ti<vp  wounds,  and  the  blood  it  ha,s  cost  hin.,  will  bring  hhn  to 
•    Alexander's  Prodamation,  Petersburg?,,  December  1  JUi,  18i2. 
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acknowlodijc  his  miglit  and  liis  power."  This  was  noble  laii- 
giiage;  and  while  it  exalted  the  man,  it  shed  an  unfading 
lustre  round  the  person  of  the  Sovereign. 

But  to  return  to  our  Narrative — Kutusoff,  who  had  fallea 
back  from  Maloyaroslavitz  to  Gorki,  within  tO  wersts  of  Kii- 
lu"a,  in  order  that  he  might  rentier  it  impossible  for  the  enemy 
to'retreat  by  the  road  he  wished,  being  now  certain,  from  tie 
movements  which  his  manoeuvres  had  compelled  the  enemy  to 
make;  that  he  had  renounced  his  intention  of  marching  in  that 
direction,  and  had  pitched  upon  the  road  by  which  lie  advanc- 
ed; took  immediate  measures  to  annoy  him  as  nmch  as  possible, 
and  also  to  intercept  him  altogether,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Smolensk.  For  this  purpose  he  detached  General  Milarado- 
vitch's  corps,  consisting  of  18,000  men,  of  the  light  troops,  and 
PlatofT  with  all  his  Cossacks,  directing  them  to  march  upon  the 
enemy's  left,  towards  Viasma;  while  the  Marshal  himself  took 
the  more  direct  road  towards  Smolensk.  Whoever  casts  his 
eve  upon  the  map,  will  perceive  that  the  road  from  Moscow  to 
Smolensk  describes  part  of  a  circle,  and  that  by  this  movement 
of  Kutusoff  upon  Kaluga,  he  compelled  the  enemy  to  n  lucli 
over  a  considerable  space  before  he  arrived  upon  that  road,  in 
a  direction  due  north  from  himself;  thus  rendering  the  distance 
which  the  enemy  had  to  marcli  from  Vereja  to  Smolensk,  above 
30  miles  farther  than  he  had  to  perform  from  Gorki  to  Smo- 
lensk—which afforded  the  fairest  prospect  to  Kutusoff  of  !m 
bein<r  able  to  reach  the  latter  place,  or  Krasnoi,  before  the 
French  army  could. 

Hitherto  the  weather,  comparatively  speaking,  had  been  fa- 
vourable. The  enemy,  therefore,  continued  his  retreat,  or  ra- 
ther flight,  with  the  utmost  expedition.  "  He  burned  all  his 
heavy  baggage,  and  powder  magazines;,  and,  during  the  night, 
he  even  mrrched  his  artillery  by  the  light  of  lanthorns."*  The 
Cossacks  had  received  the  most  positive  orders  to  anticipate  the 
enemy  in  his  march,  and  to  break  down  all  the  bridges,  and 
cut  up  the  roads,  and  to  give  him  all  possible  annoyance; 
which  orders  they  punctually  obeyed.     On  the  31st  of  Octo- 

#  Kutusoff's  Dispatch,  November  1st, 


his  was  noble  Ian- 
shod  an  uniudinrr 

ff,  who  had  fulleii 

I  to  worsts  of  K,i- 
lible  tor  the  enemy 
/  certain,  from  tl  o 
clled  the  enemy  to 
if  marching  in  lluii 
T  which  he  advaiu- 
s  much  as  possible, 
'  neighbourhood  of 
General  Milarado-  j 
\c  light  troops,  and 
to  march  upon  the 
irshal  himself  took 
Whoever  casts  Im 
id  from  Moscow  tn 

L  by  this  movement 
c  enemy  to  n-arcli 
upon  that  road,  in 
derins  the  distance 

O 

to  Smolensk,  above 
jm  Gorki  to  Smo- 
to  KutusofF  of  lii< 
.rasnoi,  before  tin 

.king,  had  been  fa- 
,  his  retreat,  or  ra- 
He  burned  all  hi* 
,  during  the  night, 
lanthorns."*  The 
srs  to  anticipate  the 

II  the  bridges,  and 
jssible   annoyance; 

the  31st  of  Octo- 

1st. 


ll'J 

bcr,  Platoin  with  ihe.o  clouds  which  continued  to  follow  where- 
em- the  enemy  turned,  came  up  V..  them  at  Kolotzk    and 
commenced  that  system  of  warfare  in  which  they  are   o  terr 
be  andso  ..sehd;  and,  from  that  day  fbrward,  th'ynevera  ow 
ed  the  enemy  to  take  one  meal  in  peace,  or  one  moment'  repole 

^.tofN.ember,theKrenc:r:i:f;^^^^ 

reached  Viasma.     Here  they  were  atul  iTZ^m' 

adovuch.  .  The  battle  was  obstinate    and    sL"  ""j^,  J 
enemy  were  dnven  from  the  town  at  the  point  o}  thelyoi^^ 
fhe  Russian  troops  entered  the   place  with   colours   Zl 
andmus.c  playmg,  the  regiment  of  Pornow  having  m  ad^a 
™ad  for  the.  comrades  over  the  dead  bodies  of  thei?  e^m Ls 
The  French  loss  was  severe,  6000  wero  killn,J        i  ""^^* 

Corp.,   were  m  .J.c  battle.     P„vio,„  ,„  this,  Count  OrloffD/n 
«fl  l,„d  eap.„,.ed  Co„ru,o.,,  the  Duke  of  B„,s,,„„We""; 
w .    all  hu  paper,,  ,ever.,l  other  officers  of  .listinction,  a™    Jj 
.od.ers.     In  the  affitir  of  Via,n,a  .he  H„,si™  le,s  UsLteJ  ,t 
0.  yeomen.     Platoff  eontinued  to  pursue  the  bl   .  en 
.»)  Irom  V,asma;  and  between  it  and  Eremnar  took  Tooo  orl 

But  th,s  was  only  ihe  beginning  of  their  sorrows.     AH  thev 
ad  yet  suflered  was  but  „s  a  drop  in  the  bucket,  or  .  grain  ^ 
he  balance  compared  to  what  they  were  now  about  totnll 

reautully.        He  kept  l„s  word,  even  beyond  the  letter  of 
t:  scarcely  had  he  finished  relating  one  victory,  when  he  had 
'"  '"""""n'^te  another.     "  God  fs  great,  mos    graebus  So 
vere,g„l-,  ,,,1  a.  the  feet  of  your  In^erill  Majesfy     nd  eo"- 

•he  enemy  ,  army,  oa  the  right  of  the  Smolensk  road,  to  ami- 

*  Dispatch,  November  1st. 
t  Kutiuotf's  Dispatch,  Npveinber  9th. 

P  4 


Jit 


.cipatc,  lib  he  sail!,  their  hoad  cohiiims,  ami  prevent  tlicn   Irom 
ibni'Miv  !iml  buruhin;  the  villa/fes,  overtook  tlie  corps  of  tlio 
Viceroy  on  the  7th,  between  Doro/^liobiiz,  and  Dunkovitchnia. 
He  immediately  fell  upon  it,  separated  it  into  two  columns,  one 
of  which  took  the  road  to  Dunkovitchina,  and  tlie  other  that  to 
l)orot>hobuz.     Platoft' followed  the  latter;  and  notwithstanding 
the  dreadful  stiite  of  the  weather,  on  the  8tli  he  came  up  widi, 
and  completely  defeated  it.     Three  thousand   prisoners,  and 
69  jiieces  of  caimon,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors,  mid  the 
killed  and  wounded  were  immense.     The  remainder  fled  to 
JDunkovitschina,  followed  by  the  Cossacks.     On  the  7th,  Mi- 
laradovitch  entered  Doroghobuz,  after  a  considerable  resist- 
ance.    The  loss  of  the  enemy  on  this  and  the  precedinj.-  day, 
at  this  place  was  very  great;  the  killed  and  wounded  in  these 
two  days,  and  in  the  victory  obtained  by   Platoff',  on  the  Stli, 
were  estimated  at  ri,000  men.     Every  moment  prisoners  were 
made.     The  indefatigable   Cossacks  not  only  hovered  round 
tlie  enemy  in  duuds;  and,  "  like  the  Arabs,  flew  about  to  an- 
noy," but  they  cut  up  columns  of  infantry,  and  even  attacked 
the  artillery,  with  the  greatest  bravery.     "  They  perform  mira- 
cles," said  Kutusoff. 

Daufrers,  of  no  common  kind,  now  surrounded  the  Frcncl* 
army,  and  pressed  upon  them  from  every  (luarter.  Every  hour 
— every  moment  brought  u])on  them  overwhehning  evils,  which 
they  could  neither  perceive  nor  prevent.  Misery  assailed  them  in 
her  most  hideous  forms,  and  ruin  overtook  them  in  liis  wildest 
terrors.  The  weatlier  of  Fontainbleau,  and  the  sun  of  Paris 
had  vanislied.  Winter  had  set  in  with  unprecedented  rigour. 
The  i>round  was  covered  with  snow.  The  thermometer,  in  tlirce 
days,  liad  sunk  to  16  and  18  degrees  below  the  I'reczing  point, 
9°  below  Zero,  in  Fahrenheit).  Their  clothes  were  worn  to  rags. 
Their  })r()visioiis  were  exiM-nded.  Tlie  road  before  them  a  desait. 
-,-Their  artillery  immoveable,  by  reason  of  the  ice  upon  the  road;;, 
or  from  the  want  of  horse--  *  '  draw  it.  These  perished  by  thou- 
sands— or  were  killed  by  the  troo|/s  for  food.  Faint,  forior", 
and  naked,  the  soldier's  spirit  was  'jroken.  Without  food— 
witliout  comfort — with  only  Liie  frozen  earth  for  his  bed,  aiiu 
the  cheerless  canopy  of  heaven  for  his  covering,  the  arm  that  con- 
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quord  atWand  Frcidland,  and  that  marclu.!  d.ron.I,  rivers^ 
of  blood  at  n.rodmo,  rdWsod  obedience,  and  nolon-^i  a.-.sn 
cd  ti.e  sword      -  Those  three  last  dap  (says  H..auhan.ois)  I'.ate 
cost  us  two  thirds  of  the  artillery  of  this  corps  of  the  annv 
Yesterday  about  4.00  horses  died;  and  today,  perhnps,  double 
that  number-whole  trains  of  horses  perish  in  the  harness  at 
once,  and  I  must  not  conceal  from  your  highness,  , hat  these 
hree  days  of  snUernig  have  so  dispirited  the  soldier,  that  I  be- 
heve  h>m  at  this  monu-nt  very  little  capable  of  making  any  efl 
fort      lumbers  of  men  are  dead  of  hunger  or  cold;  and  others, 
m  despair    have  sufTered  themselves  to  be  taken  by  the  one- 
iny         The  scenes,  therefore,  of  destruction  exhibited  in  the 
line  of  the  enemy's  retreat,  were  unprecedented.     Alon-^  it  was 
strewed  the  remains  of  dead  and  dying  men,  and  carSses  of 
horses;  many  ot  which  had   been  cut  up  for  food.     Peasants 
houses  every  where  on  fire,  ammunition  waggons  blown  x.p 
and  quantities  of  wreck  of  every  description..    Yet  this  picture 
honiDle  as  it  is,  is  trifling  to  whiU  followed. 

Previous  to  th  .s,  IJonaparte  had  forsaken  las  arm  v.     Avriv- 
od  at  \.asma,  and  aware  of  the  imminent  danger  which  threat- 
ened him,  from  the  movements  of  the  Rnssian  armies,  in  all 
.'uarters    he  abandoned   the  army  which  his  ambition  and  ob- 
H.nacy  had  led  to  destruction;   and  with  6000  cavalry  pushed 
on  o  ^-olensk      He  arrived  there  on  the  8th,  in  a  inisei-able 
phslinndeed.     But,  alas!  even  there  he  was  destined  to  find' 
no  rest  for  the  soles  of  his  feet.     It  afforded  him  no  supplies;  no 
c.ecTing  prospects  vor  hopes.     Wittgenstein  had  nearly  anni- 
Inlated  the  army  wliieh  had  been  opposed  to  him,  and  vvas  ad- 
^mcmg    to   Orscha.     Augerc^u,    Charpentier,    and    IJarre-.e 
i   xl.luer,  with  3000  men  each,  who  left  Smolensk  with  a  pan 
0  the  army  of  reserve,  in  order  to  march  upon  Kaluga,  where 
tl>ey  supposed  they  would  find  their  master,  had  scarcely  left 
S-m  ensk,  wh..    iustead  of  the  French  army,  they  fell  i„  with 
t.e  Russians;  Charpentier's  whole  division  were  cut  to  pieces, 
while  Augereau-s  were  either  killed cr  taken  prisoners.     D'Oer - 
tell  had  advanced  from  the  lower  Dnieper-Tchichagoft-  was 

•  Viceroy's  Letter  to  Bcrn.Ier.  at  crossing  the  Vop.  November  7U,  181  a 
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movinj^  upon  Borrinow,  wlicrc  DomlTtouski  was  unnble  to  op- 
pose liitti — Platoffiincl  Milarndovitcli  carried  destruction  in  liis 
rear;  and,  lastly,  General  KutusolF,  with  the  Russian  grand  ar- 
my, had  on  the  9th  reached  Elnya,  within  a  short  tlistance  of 
Smolensk;  and  from  whence,  when  he  found  that  Bonaparte 
had  reached  that  place,  he  pushed  on  without  the  smallest  de- 
lay to  Krasnoi,  on  the  Dnieper,  which  he  reached  before  the 
main  body  of  the  French  army. 

What  the  object  of  Bonaparte  was,  in  leaving  his  army  at 
Viasma,  is  not  exactly  ascertained.     Perhaps  it  was  with  a  view 
to  organize  any  force  which  he  might  find  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Smolensk,  in  order  to  assist  in  extricating  his  army  from  its 
perilous  situation,  and  also  to  learn  in  what  state  the  affairs  of 
Poland  stood;  or  determine  by  what  road  it  was  safest  and  most 
practicable  to  continue  his  further  retreat.     But   it  is  much 
more  probable  that,  though  this  was  his  professed  object,  yet 
that  his  intention  really  was  to  try  to  effect  his  escape,  as  Ik 
dreaded  being  take-i  prisoner;  which,  if  he  was,  he  knew  would 
be  the  end  of  his  authority    and  dominion  over  France  and 
Germany;  whereas,  if  he  could  only  escape  himself,  to  collect 
fresh  resources,  he  conceived  he  might  still  maintain  his  throne 
and  dominion.    It  seems  certain  that,  immediately  after  his  arriv- 
al at  Smolensk,  he  did  attempt  to  escape  in  the  direction  of  Wit- 
cpsk;  but  finding  that  road  completely  shut  against  him,  by  the 
victories  of  Wittgenstein,  he  was  compelled  to  return  to  Smo- 
lensk, and  collect  tlip  scattered  remains  of  his  army,  ui  order  to 
endeavour  to  reach  titc  Berezina,  on  the  Mii/k  road,  before  the 
arrival  of  Tcliichagoif,  or  at  least  before  that  General  had  effect- 
ed his  junction  with  Wittgenstein .    In  the  inlerhn  ^^  hich  this  de- 
lay occa; '•  ncd,  Kntusofi'vcachcf    Krasnoi,  and  tims  ;i  double  cir* 
cle  was  formed  around  him  anel  the  forces  at  Smolensk,  still  a- 
mounting  to  a  considerable  army,  as  re-cnforceinents  had  joined 
them  at  that  place  and  its  vichiity,  amounting  to  ^5,000  men, 
of  Victor's  army.     Besides  these,  the  greater  part  of  the  levies 
which  were  raised  in  Poland,  amounting  to  upwards  of  40,000 
men,  and  20,000  Polish  deserters  from  tlio  Russian  rank's,  must 
have  joined  the  different  divisions  of  the  army,  and  been  on 
their  wny  to  Moscov. :  though  but  a  smt;ll  number,  if  anv,  d 
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lime  could  l,.v«  reached  ,l„,t  ciey  before  ,l,e  l.V.„d,  army  l,e. 
gan  .o  rcrea.  n,e  army  „.,  u,erer„re,  »UII  f„,.„,Klal,loT„l 
w.l,.aml,„j,  ,.,  recen.  I„«e,;  and,  eKcep.h,g  ,„„.  par. .  , 
»lncl,  W  been  „„p„«d  to  Wi..ge„«ei„,  ;*„  j,re„'„,ea™™ 
unn,j„re,Ur„,„  .he  effects  of  .l,e  climate  and  season.  'A"™ 
.tags  when  duly  atiende.1  ,„,  account  for  ,l,e  severe  bat.  ^ 
wh  cl,  Bonaparte  fought,  after  leaving  Smolensk,  an,l  .be  ^T 
d,g,ou,  l„,„,  winch  he  .herein  sustaine.!,  without  raising",^ 
sa.p,e,on  ol  exaggeration  in  the  liussian  aceoun.s  *"     ' 

leniousas  was  the  situation  of  Bonaparte,  al  Moscow  it 
was  much  worse  upon  hi.  arrival  a.  Smolens  .  The  Wier 
winch  was  drawn  aroun.l  l,i„,  became  more  lormidabl  m  J 
h.»  mean,  o(  breakmg  .l.rougl,  it  lc«  effective.  I.  ha  bl  a^^ 
ready  men  toned,  .in..  U„„.,„„e  attempted  to  ccarfrom 
S«,ole„*.  by  the  Witepzk  or  Potek  roads,  but  thatrfdW 
.n  Ins  object,  and  was  obliged  to  re.ur„  and  .ake  an«W  ^1 

HthNovetnber.  On.her,:.rS  ZXr:,™^^ 
Bonaparte  eft  Smolensk;  and  .ha. on  the  ,6.h.hesptl^^^^^^^^^^ 
"ou  but  where  he  was  in  .he  i„.erin,,  or  what  he  was  abot.T 

I  de  Pari   T,r     f  ""'""•  '■"""""•  '-""^^ '"  '    •  J- 

f   h'  7n         '  '•"''  """"  ""'^''•'  ""»  '"»««<»'  h  order 

of  the  I.re„eh  Governmen,,  .„  q„ie,  a,e  minds  of  .heLo 2 

North     Tl,r       .    I     .     *  °'°'"  K'"°'"y  '•■'■PO'-'S  from  thg 

North- r  us  arfcle  nuormed  us  that  bis  M.niestv,  with  th! 
I'oops  winch  were  with  him,  together  with  the  2d  IZ  -A 
corps  •.,,   ,„  f  ,  „p„„  „_^,  ^,^^_^  _^^  wittgens  it  t„ ' 

on  these  <l.ny..     I,  is  therefore  extren.ely  probable  that  Zf' 
parleeuher  w„.  in  this  battle,  or  .ha.  li  was  m„v^  i„^r 
,-.,„n    while  Victor  w.  endeavouring  .o  clearuX"' 

Ir     "1  '  i:  "  T'  ""  "■"  ""■  November,   Marshal 

VI  tor,  "  h.,v,„g  collec.e.1  all  his  troops  from  different  places 

Wnnd,  attacked  wuh  great  fury  .be  atlvanced  guard*  of  Witt-      . 

•  Wittgenstein's  Dispatch,  NovcmJbcr  11th. 
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genstein's  army,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  General 
Price  Jaschevil;  which,  agreeable  to  orders,  immediately  tell 
back  upon  the  main  body,  in  the  position  of  Smolena."  Tiie 
enemy's  force  then  advanced  against  the  Russian  centre;  and 
at  the  same  time  threatened,  with  an  "  overwhelming  force  of 
troops"  which  marched  in  columns,  both  flanks  of  the  Russian 
army.  The  Russians  suffered  the  encnny  to  advance,  without 
any  opposition,  till  they  were  in  immediate  contact  with  their 
positiop;  when  a  most  tremendous  fire  was  opened  upon  them 
by  the  artillery,  which  did  terrible  execution,  and  covered  the 
ground  with  dead.  Nevertheless,  the  French  continued  vigor- 
ously to  press  the  Russian  centre,  the  main  columns  of  which 
were  on  a  height  in  front  of  the  village  of  Smolena.  This  place 
was  taken  by  the  enemy  six  times,  and  as  often  retaken  by  The 
Russians,  and  finally  remained  with  them.  The  battle  contin- 
ued the  whole  day;  and  notwithstanding  the  reiterated  and 
desperate  attacks  of  the  enemy,  he  was  beat  back  at  all  points, 
and  with  great  loss  compelled  to  retreat  along  the  river  Uhi,  in 
order  to  effect  his  junction  with  the  grand  army.  The  Russian 
loss  was  1018  killed  and  wounded;  and  that  of  the  enemy 
2500  killed  and  wounded,  and  about  1000  prisoners.  Tiie 
Russian  troops  fought  with  great  bravery,  particularly  the 
militia,  who  could  not  be  restrained;  and  who,  during  the  rc- 
trosrade  movement  before  the  battle,  continued  it  with  roluc- 
tance,  exclaiming,  "  The  Emperor  sent  us  here  not  to  retreat, 
but  to  advance  and  beat  the  enemy,  which  we  are  willing  to 
do."*  The  troops  here  engaged  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  were 
the  remains  of  St.  Cyr's  corps.  Those  of  the  Viceroy's  from 
Dunkovitschina,  and  part  of  Victor's  reserves,  with  some  of  the 
Polish  re-enforcements.  After  this  attempt  the  enemy  abandon- 
ed all  hopes  of  penetrating  to  Wilna,  by  that  (quarter,  aiul 
therefore  turned  his  attention  entirely  to  the  road  to  Warsaw, 
by  Borrisow  and  Minsk. 

In  the  meantime,  the  scattered  remains  of  the  French  army 
had  reunited  at  Smolensk,  in  a  very  different  situation  to  that 
in  which  they  left  it;  and  in  a  very  different  state  to  what  tiie 

•  Spe  Wittgenstein  and  Dornberg's  Dispatdies,  Nov.  17tli,  for  this  bnltle. 
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people  of  France  had,  for  some  time,  been  drearain^r  abour 
Considering  the  former  campaign  as  closed  at  Moscow    tlij 
occurrences  of  this  «  nex>}  campaign''  puzzled  them  exceedino-ly 
But  Frenchmen  are  not  easily  disheartened  while  deception^re' 
ana.us.     «  We  expect  to  see  the  whole  army  cantoned  between 
bmolensk,    Witepzk,    and  Minsk,    in  the    first   fortnioht   of 
November.     This  fertile  and  healthy  country,  offers  abundant 
nrul  tranquil  winter  quarters;  the  cavalry  will  find  forage  — 
The  ulterior  plans  and  object  of  the  nr.  eampaign  cannot/and 
ojh^  not  to  bo  dmned;  but  already  we  perceive  that  the  march 
o[  the  nrmy  from  Moscow,  by  Smolensk  and  Witepzk,  is  much 
less  a  retrograde  than  a  lateral  movement,  by  which  the  head 
quarters  .s  nearer  Petersburgh  by  almost  40  leagues.     If  the 
eyes  o  the  Russians  be  not  opened  by  the  burning  and  destruc 
tionofthe  first  capital;  if  the  war  faction,  resolved  upon  risk- 
ing every  thing,  cannot  be  lowered  but  by  the  burning  and  de- 
struction of  the  second  capital  of  the  Empire;  if,  i„  one  word 
peace  can  only  be  signed  at  Petersburgh,  it  is  evident  that  the 
eonceutration  of  the  grand  army,  in  the  environs  of  Smolensk 
and  Witepzk,  was  the  preliminary  condition  of  that  operation, 
du-ected  towards  that  end."*     Wo  have  heard  of 


for  tliis  battle. 


"  Moody  madness  laughing  wilj 
Amidst  severest  woe;." 

I. 


And  surely  tl.s  was  the  ciimax  of  human  madness,  as  it  was  of 
l^unuui  misery.    The  head  quarters  of  the  grand  army  wore    oj 
removed  40  leagues  nearer   Petersburgh.     The  arn^  had  Z 
...to  the  country  hUended  for  its  cantonments.     It  had,  indeed 
Jing  the  first  fortnight  of  November,  g.t  into  tran  uil  w  „- 
tu  quarter.,  round  Smolensk,  Witepzk,  and  Minsk;  but  what 
ca..  onmeuts      What  winter  quarters'.    Cantonmen;,  inde  d 
.at  country,  from  whose  silent  «  bourne  no  traveller  re- 
tuios        Winter  quarters,  tranquil  indeed;  «  where  the  wicked 
ease  from  troubling,  and  where  the  weary  are  at  -est  "  and 
;o.n  wluch  the  last  trumpet  will  only  calHhem  forth.     Never 
.l.d  any  nai.on  sport  with  human  wretchedness  as  that  nest  of 

•  Woi>itpur,  November  234 
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villany,  established  at  Paris,  has  done.  "  We  have  lost  a  great 
battle!  proclaimed  the  undaunted  Roman :  arise!  let  us  wipe  a- 
way  the  stains."  Not  so,  France — though  we  have  lost  every 
thing,  let  us  proclaim  all  is  right — "  the  Emperor  enjoys  the 
best  health,  he  was  never  better."* 

Bonaparte,  however,  did  not  find  the  plentiful  country  and 
tranquil  winter  quarters,  at  Smolensk,  which  he  so  fondly  an- 
ticipated, and  the  Paris  papers  so  charmingly  described.  It 
afforded  to  him  a  very  different  picture  indeed;  a  picture  of 
wretchedness,  disgrace,  and  misery,  which  was  never  equalled, 
and  never  can  be  surpassed.  At  the  expence  of  the  greater 
part  of  his  horses,  and  an  useless  sacrifice  of  men,  Bonaparte 
had  hitherto  dragged  on  thegreater  part  of  his  artillery,  which, 
had  he  abandoned  sooner,  his  army  might  have  escaped  «vith 
less  loss.  Bat  it  could  be  carried  no  further; — and,  daily, 
great  numbers  of  pieces  were  abandoned,  destroyed,  or  taken. 
On  the  14th,  the  French  army  left  Smolensk,  consisting  ol 
Nev';i  and  Davoust's  corps,  and  the  Imperial  guards  that  were  re- 
maining. The  guards  at  that  time  consisted  of  more  than  1 5,000 
inen,f — Ney's  corps,  according  to  Kutusoff's  dispatches,  whicli 
were  left  to  fall  a  sacrifice  at  Smolensk,  amounted  to  30,000;  and 
Davoust's,  fron  the  losses  which  it  afterwards  sustained,  must 
have  amounted  to  more  than  half  that  number:  what  part  of 
Beauharnois'  force  was  there  assembled,  or  what  force  of  caval- 
ry then  remained,  there  is  no  data  to  determine;  but  it  is  ob- 
vious, that  the  force  which  left  Smolensk  must  have  been,  at 
least,  60  or  70,000;  and,  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  number  of 
tn^ops  mentioned  in  the  different  corps,  were  not  all  of  those 
who  had  left  Moscow,  but  the  remams  of  these,  incorporat.d 
with  the  remnants  of  other  corps,  but  more  particularly  of  re-en- 
forcements. This  force,  under  Bonaparte  in  person,  Ney,  and 
Davoust,  for  no  other  names  are  given,  by  the  enemy,  as  com- 
manding any  division,  took  the  direction  of  Krasnoi,  whicli 
place  their  advanced  guard  reached  oh  the  Uth.  But  the 
Russian  General  is  more  particular,  and  mentions  expressly 

•  Tl'.e  only  intelliffpnce  the  French  nation  received  from  the  army,  during  three 
weeks  of  horror  and  misery. 
I  Kutusoflf'sJourna),  from  ISUi  to  19th  Noyember. 


may,  dulingltvec 


III 

^«  Of  .he  guards,  and  the  rema,„der  of  .he  Viceroy's  c„™  . 
Ka.„sr,flr,  „ao,ehead  q„ar.e..  had  reached  Lobcovo  ™  A, 
1  .h,  wa,  advaucmg  wi.h  all  speed  ,o  Kra»oi,  by  .h"  ™, 
estroad,.    Ou  ,he  14.b.  ,ha  advanced  ,uard  of  fhe  Rati  : 
arn,,,    a„der  Coun.  Orgeroff,   .„„cked   .he    enemy-,  fo^e 
which  were  in  possession  of  Krasnoi-  anH   n„,  -1       T     ' 
.crrible  fire  of  grape  sho.,  succJ^L  ^C^:^^ 
.he  .own,  a,  the  po.n,  of  .he  bayonet.     Several  s.ro„g  X"" 
of  .he  enemy    however,  advancing  from  Smolensk^^the  bTs- 

bou.  .br«  versu,  .o  .he  farm  of  Kulhoff._On  .he  leTZ 

advanced  gnard,  au«:k,ng  die  enemy,  drove  him  from  Kras 
no,w,h  considerable  loss,  in  killed,  wonnded,  and  Zone's 

««parie  was.  made  its  appearance.     Their  snmri^ 

::,  wZr  ■  T"' "T"' ••' -"^ "-"^ <"--"«- 

couM  nc  ther  advance  nor  retreat,  without  %htin,r   ho  n„ 
«voured  .0  cut  his  way  through  the  Russian  arC  •■  Nal" 
-n  could  not  ward  off  the  blow,"  says  Kutusoftf    A  bl.^ 

^-.e^uponl/nwitWlXncts/'^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
a  «r"ble  carnage  m  the  rank,  of  .heir  advers«-ies,  who  were 
mo«  „g„aily  detcatcd  and  dispersed  in  the  neighbourin,  w»d 
Bonaparte,  who  was  an  eye  witness  of  .he  en^^gemen"' sZt 
"II  was  lost,  iieJ  „.i,t  ^j,  „a„,^  ^„;  Jlfc  „,  l'  i  T    ** 

*,,do„i„g  his  „n,br„„ate  soldiers.    Dlvonn  fltS 

P=::::tnh=.^3-:::- 

!iit       ""  away  an  his  flight.  tcUinto  the  hands  of  the 


t  Kutuwff-s DwT'^'  •'""k*"'  ^'■'""  '^"'  '•  '9">  November. 
T      lu^u  s  Oi,i,atci,,  November  1 8.h.  and  Juurnai liom  1  iTh  to  I 


9th  November. 

4 


I*  ^..jlk 


111 

m 

11  iw 

11 

11 

'H^B 

1 

! 

122 

Scarcely  haJ  the  Russians  completed  the  destruction  of  Da- 
voust's  corps,  when  the  advance  of  Marshal  Ney,  with  the 
rear  guard  of  the  French  army,  gave  them  an  opportunity  of 
?"irning  fresh  laurels.  Ney  had  it  in  command  from  his  mas- 
ter, upon  leaving  Smolensk,  to  blow  up  the  ramparts  and  the 
venerable  cathedral:  the  last,  howevc*,  was  saved,  as  the  match 
was  extinguished  before  it  reached  the  mine.  Ignorant  of  the 
fate  of  Davoust,  Ney  continued  to  advance,  till,  on  the  17th  of 
November,  at  three  p.  m.  he  found  himself  in  the  presence  of 
the  Russian  army.  His  advance  having  been  previously  as- 
certained, by  the  light  troops  and  Cossacks,  Kutusoff'  had  re- 


entorced  General 


Milaradovitch 


with  the  8th   corps,  giving 


him  orders  to  prevent  the  Marshal's  advance,  and  to  take  up  a 
jjosition  at  the  villages  of  Syroherenice  and  Tcherniska.     A 
dense  fog  darkened  the  atmosphere,  and  rendered  it  impossible 
to  ascertain  the  numbers  of  the  enemy;  and  he,  on  his  part, 
could  not  perceive  the  Russian  batteries  until  he  felt  their  ef- 
fects.    Ney's  force  at  leaving  Smolensk,  including  the  garrison 
of  that  place,  consisted  of  30,000  men,  and  100  pieces  of  can- 
non; which  force  says  KutusofF,  in  a  strain  of  the  bitterest 
irony,  "  wasjbrgotien  and  left  to  fall  a  sacrifice."*    The  French 
army  had  advanced  to  within  short  range  of  cannon  shot  from 
the  Russian  batteries,  before  any  individual  in  it  was  aware  of 
their  situation.     The;*  stood  astonished.    But  recoveri»^g  quick- 
ly from  their  panic,  and  perceiving  their  situation,  they  threw 
themselves  with  all  the  fury  of  despair,  upon  the  batteries, 
and  endeavoured   to   take  them.     When  at   the  distance  of 
'250  paces,  they  were,  in  a  moment,  received  with  a  general 
discharge  of  musquetry,  and  a  dreadful   cartridge  fire,  from 
40  pieces  of  cannon.     This  did  frightful  execution.     "  The 
moment    was   terrible  and  decisive."     The  enemy  were  re- 
pulsed  with   great   loss.     "  But,    far   from   being   dismayed, 
says   KutusofF,    at  the   sight   of  inevitable  destruction,    they 
only  grew  the   more  enraged;    and,    with   the    utmost  fury, 
rushed  upon  our  batteries,  which  continuing  to  be  well  scrv- 
rd,   carried  death   and  destruction  into  the   enemy's   ranks, 

•  Kutuioff'8  Dbpatch.  Novembtr  20tht 
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and  rendered  all  bis  attempts  fruitless."*     Another  colun,,. 
came  to  their  assistance,  and  shared  the  same  fate.     General 
Pakovitch  charged  them  sword  in  hand,  and  destroyed  what- 
ever he  met.     They  were  driven  back  in  confusion,  and  en- 
deavounng  to  gam  the  Dnieper,  many  of  them  were  cut  to 
pieces  by  the  Russian  cavalry,  which  KutusofF  had  ordered 
round  their  left  flank;  numbers  were  driven  iuio  the  river  and 
drowned    and  the  remainder  pursued,  were  taken  prisoners  or 
dispersed  in  the  woods.     Even  at  this  time,  the  «  field  of  battle 
was  covered  with  dead  bodies."     About  five  o'clock,  however, 
f  '"  "^^/.^^^^^^'l  t°  t»'«  ^^ttack,  resolved  to  force  their  way 
-    with  the  full  determination  to  conquer  or  die.»t    Thevwere 
received  by  the  fire  of  24  pieces  of  artillery,  which  occasioned 
dieadfu  havoc  amongst  them.    While  they  failed,  after  the  most 
desperate  attempts  to  advance,  the  Russian  cavalry  threw  them- 
selves  na  their  rear,  turned  them,  and  prevented  all  possibility 
of  escape.     Thus  situated,  at  midnight,  the  remainder  of  the 
enemy  s  army  sent  a  flag  of  truce,  and  agreed  to  surrender  at 
d,scretion-100  officers,  and  12,000  men,  laid  down  their  arms 
and  were  made  prisoners.    Twenty-seven  pieces  of  cannon,  two 
pair  of  colours,  and  twc  standards,  were  taken  from  them;  and 
117  pieces  of  cannon  had  been  left  by  them  in  their  flight 
within  17  verst3  of  Smolensk,  and  were  picked  up  by  Platoff 
%  was  wounded,  and  fled  across  the  Dnieper,  pursued  b-  the 
Cossacks.     The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  enormous.     Four  Ge- 
nem  s  of  division  were  wounded.     As  this  corps  consisted  of  • 
30,000  men,  and  as  Ney,  according  to  the  accounts  of  the  ene- 
'"y  m  the  23th  bulletin,  extricated  himself  with  3000  men 
the  rest  must  have  been  killed,  wounded,  taken  prisoners,  or 
dispersed  m  this   battle;  besi<les  Kutusoft"  concludes  his  dis- 
patch of  the  20th,  by  saying,  that  the  number  of  prisoners  were 
<ar  more  considerable  than  the  numbers  at  first  stated.     It  is 
carcely  possible  to  conceive  more  complete  destruction.    Besides 
hese,  upwards  of  5000  prisoners  were  taken  around  Smolensk, 
ad  a  very  great  number  killed  and  wounded;  the  principal  part 
ot  «hich  were  taken  in  a  severe  action  between  General  Os, 

•  Kutusoff's  lilspatcb,  Norcmber  SOth. 
.f  Oitto.  Di,t^ 
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charoffsky  and  7000  oC  the  enemy,  under  the  command  of  Ge- 
neral Rouf^uet,  who  was  ordered  out  by  the  express  command 
of  Bonap-.'te  himself,  who  hud  arrived  at  Krasnoi  on  the  night 
of  the  1 5th.  Also  a  still  greater  proportion  in  an  attack  made 
by  General  M'laradovitch,  upon  the  Viceroy's  corps,  on  the 
15th,  when  1500  prisoners  were  taken,  and  a  very  considerable 
number  killed  and  wounded  in  both  affairs.  Europe  greet- 
ed those  repeated  victories  with  unfeigned  joy,  and  repeat- 
ed with  exultation  the  sincere  congratulation  of  Platoff*,  to 
his  venerable  commander,  Hourra!  j^pux  most  Serene  fjigh- 
ness! 

The  miserable  fugitives  of  the  French  army,  dispersed  and 
wandering  in  all  directions,  were  incessantly  pursued  and  col- 
leci;ed  by  the  light  troops  and  Cossacks.  Platoft'  was  at  their 
heels  wherever  they  turned.  He  had  entered  Smolensk,  after 
a  very  sharp  rencounter  with  the  French  rear-guard,  who  had 
been  left  to  destroy  what  remained  of  it,  but  who  had  but  time 
to  execute  part  of  their  commission.  The  enemy  fled;  and 
PlatofT  followed,  sending  out  detachments  in  all  directions,  and 
bringing  in  a  great  number  of  prisoners.  Near  Winnisalouki, 
General  Baron  Mirtersakomelsky  forced  2,500  to  lay  down 
their  arms.  The  enemy  was  driven  from  MogilhefF,  where  the 
Russians  foun,d  S'tjOOO  koules  of  pro^risions  and  forage,  aquan- 
tity  sufficient  to  serve  the  whole  army  for  10  days.  On  the 
19th,  ma^iy  prisoners  were  made  between  Kosan  an,d  Dom- 
bvowna,  by  General  Count  OscharofTsky.  The  head-quarters 
were  at  Romanoff*.  On  the  foUovying  day,  (th,e  20th)  near 
Dumbrowna,  the  Cossacks,  under  Oscharoffsky,  cut  off"  a  de- 
tachment of  the  French  army,  killed  m^oretlian  1000,  took  four 
pieces  of  cannon,  a  considerable  number  of  carts,  caissons  laden 
with  grape,  and  GOO  prisoners.  On  the  lyth.  General  Boros- 
din,  near  Orscha,  took  400  prisoners.  On  the  19th,  Platoff, 
who  was  proceeding  from  Smolensk  to  Dombrowna,  along  the 
rigjit  bank  of  ilje  Dnieper,  fell  in  wi^h  a  l>ody  of  3000  men, 
who  had  escaped  from  Krasnoi,  9ud  having  colkcted,  were  en- 
doavo'iilng  to  find  out  tlie  miiin  army:  the  whole  were  taken 
nris mors,  inrludinff  de  Piubusnuc,  the  late  chief  Commissury- 
Genei-al  at  Smolensk,     Continuing  his  course  to  Dombrowna, 
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Plaloff  got  boforo  the  remain,  of  Ney's  corp,,  «.|,o  H„e  %i„, 
irom  Krasno,.     He  planted  masked  batteries  on  tl.e  road,  from 
winch  he  opened  a  dreadful  fire  of  grape  .hot  npon  th^  S 
uves  .s  they  advanced.     They  threw  themselvei  in  com! 
nation    tnto  .  wood  near  the  Dnieper,  covering  their  rear  with 
some  chasseurs,  and  continued  to  march  clo«!  along  the  bank, 
oftha.  stream  til.  night  was  ftr  advanced.    fl«./t^^^tu 
fere„.d,rect,o„;  and  about  six  o'clock  next  morning,  i„  .1 
vanco  of  Dombrowna,  he  again  posted  himself  upon  A^r^ 
where  the  enemy  had  to  pass.     They  advanced  Lm  7  tl^ 
wood,  and  were  ag.™  saluted  with  a  discharge  of  grape  shoT 
They  were  thrown  into  disorder,-  and  U,e  dLck^  plte 
by  the  c„„fus.„n,  attacke.1  them  with  their  hutces,  killJS  Ze« 
many,  and  Jook  800  prisoners,  amongst  which  w^e  a  Coramt 
ary  Genera    and  10  officers.    Ney,  who  was  herepreselat 
gam  took  himself  to  flight,  and  threw  himself  into  LTjs- 
where  oollectmg  the  troop,  which  h^  been  dispersed,  hetc-' 
ap.ed  the  v.llage  of  Jarouboff,  and  there  defend'^,  himsdf  Zl 
n.sht  put  an  end  to  the  combat.    The  enemy  (led  to  Orsd.. 
•ad  next  day    in  advancing  to  that  place,  Platx/toito' 
pnsoner.     The  French  burnt  the  town'    At  Kop^s,  S^P^ 
tmn  DavKloff,  on  ,he  18.h,  .«,..  ns  prisoners,  »dkiU^^ 
considerable  number.     On  the  S.st,  Hatoff  occ„pi<^  Xj 
mams  of  Or«,ha,  where  he  found  20  piece,  of  cannon,  Tnd  « 
hospital  ,n  wh,ch  were  50  sick  officers.     On  the  20th    nj 
Gorki,  Major  Bacheftky  took  250  prisoners,  and  many  ^u" 
ages.    Thejonrnal  of  Prince  KutuK-ff,  for  this  period,  contain, 
.most  extr«,rdin,ry  instance  of  the  courage  andzedofTBT 
™..  private  «>ldier,  which  is  worth  recordfng,  not  onW  f„f.h 
real  merit  of  the  action,  but  because  it  shew,  the  srirUwllh 
anima.«l  every  Russian  at  this  time.     A  tirallnr  The  firs' 
«ennd,er  company  of  .he  regiment  of  infantry  of  M^r 
naiiied  Stopan  Jeremenko,  had  been  fcft  i„  .1..  ™««ow, 

«-,e„sk    to  be  cured  of'the  wou:!  thi^  h^lfrZ e"d  a" 
bo  auac    upon  that  place.     After  his  cure  had  been  clmple 

.and  during  the  retreat  of  the  French,  a  detachment  of  1 
onem,,  consisting  of  47  men,  passed  bv  the  vill.^,  „f  M°  ,H 
-  and  Polsino,  where  he  was.     He  immediatelyTssembkd  the 
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peasants;  and,  encouraging  them  by  his  example,  he  killed 
Seven,  and  bound  the  other  forty  with  cords,  and  sent  them  a-; 
prisoners  to  the  nearest  outposts  of  the  Cossack  detachments. 
For  this  act  of  bravery,  Kutusoff"  advanced  him  to  the  rank  of 
a  subaltern  officer.  Many  other  Russians,  no  doubt,  signaliz- 
ed themselves  in  a  similar  miinner. 

Continuing  the  pursuit  of  tho  wretched  and  dispersed  French 
fugitives,  MogilhefF  was  saved  from  the  flames,  by  the  timely  ar- 
rival of  General  Oscharoflsky.     The  enemy  had  threatened  to 
burn  it,  in  order  to  retard  the  progress  of  their  pursuers,  and 
to  destroy  the  magazines  which  they  could  not  carry  away. 
The  sudden  appearance  of  Oscharoflsky,  with  the  Cossacks, 
compelled  them  to  abandon  the  place  with  precipitation;  in 
advance  of  which,  100  men   were  taken  prisohors.     On   the 
24th,  a  detachment  of  the  enemy,    amounting  to  800  men, 
■which  had  separated  from  Ney's  corps,  surrendered  near  Lou- 
bawitnitz,  to  the  Cossacks,    under  Platolf.     At  Zolotschina, 
Major  General  Karpow,  on  the  25th,  had  collected  600  prison- 
ers, and  taken  a  considerable  quantity  of  provisions.     On  the 
same  day,  General  Martinott,  acting  under  PlatofF,  upon  the 
high  road,  where  the  enemy  were  flying,  attacked  them,  killed 
500  ind  took  400  prisoners,  amongst  whom  was  General  Dse- 
«:oroffsky.     But,  says  KutusofF,  the  enemy's  loss  in  prisoners 
was  so  great,  that  PlatofF  considered  it  unnecessary  to  make  any 
particular  report  upon  the  subject,  but  merely  to  state  that  he 
seldom  took  less  than  1000  every  day.*     That  indefatigable 
officer  considered  it  as  his  first  duty  to  take  them,  but  for  num- 
bering them  exactly,  he  was  not  very  mindful,  but  left  it  to  any 
person  who  had  more  time  to  attend  to  it.     Such  were  the  re- 
sults  of  the  dreadful  battles   of  Krasnoi,    where  the  mighty 
French  force  was  scattered  like  chaff  before  the  whirlwind;  and 
where  all  prudence  and  presence  of  mind  seemed  to  have  for- 
saken the  French   Emperor  and  his  officers.     Ney,  alone,  a- 
midst  all  these  difficulties  and  dangers,  succeeded  in  preserving, 
amongst  his  diminished  and  daily  diminishing  corps,  any  thing 
like  the  appearance  of  a  regular  body.     It  is  also  worthy  of  re^ 

*  KutusoiTs  Journal  from  7th  to  19Ui  November,  O.  S. 
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marHha.  .mong,t  the  pmoner,  „„„  ukon,  a  greater  „„„,bcr 
of  Pol,»h  na„,«  appeared   »„„„^  u,a  offlcer,:  a  clear  vrZ 
that,,  wa,  abou,  S„,olen,k  tha,  „  prineipal  par.  of  thTL't^ 
ne.  had  joined.     I.  ,.al,o  obvious  from  the  R„„ia„  a„ou,l 
I,..  I,e  e„e,„y  had  large  store,  of  pr„vUi„„.  ,^,,„,,   .^'^ 
loren.  plaees,  but  tha.  .be  rapid  advance  of  .he  Ru«i„„a™i 
whom  he  d,.r,.  no.  or  could  no.  face,  preve„.cd  him  fron,  Z^ 
iijg  any  honefit  from  them. 

The  bl,„,ly  b...le.  of  Kr^,„„i,  „„d  .heir  comequence,,  a„- 
„,h,latd, he  remains  of  the  grand  army,  which  ha,l  f"!" 
c,o..e,    the  Dn,eper  and  ,„lv„„ced  into  R„.«ia.    I.  ZZll 
al»w,.l,  comparatively  .rifling  loss  on  thcpar.  of  .ho  R„  1°, 

hthe  as.engage.nen.,.beirlo.,in.heva„,l;„derMilarad:  c,  • 
;™  only  e,.„„a,e,l  a.  ,„„.     The  l„,,  i„  „.h„  p„„  ,,  „,„  H^' 

rh  eo,n,«r„.,ve  s,„all  1„„  of  „,»  R„,i„„,,  ,.f,  ,^^^  ^J^'^ 
0  a,ne.lby  .he  enemy  himself,  in  his  29.1,  b„„,,„^  ^^^^ 
rtates,  .bat  b,s  army  was  "  without  cavalrv.  witbon.  „■  iM  , 

with-u.  am„,„„i.io„,.  co„se^„en.,y,  .,.:!::  t^  'ml'  .Tad 
no.l...,g  b„.  .hen.  bayonets  ,„  oppose  again..  thelZtnlt 

Iry.art,  le,y,  and  musqnetry,  ple„.if„lly  s„pp|i,d  wi.b  a  Inn 

t™,  and  .hese  .hey  warned  .heir  former  s.,^„g.h  .„:i"N,L" 

.  .ng  shews  the  cau.i„„s  and  prnden.  schemes  of  Ku.usoff  I, 

».er  pom.  of  view,  .ban  the  resuLsof  .he  ac.ionswh  ch  hav! 

^ne  rbZTM-     ""'  '"■ "'""'"'  '"'"»'-'^'  """  ^-«'"I 
general  battle  at  Moscow,  or  Hnmediatelv  after  leavmcr  it   .1 

™.    e  i..,e  doub.  bn.  he  would  have  gafned  .he  vZ;*    B 
»  what  an  expence  of  live,  must  i.  have  been  nurchas  J 

wl).f  i.n  J,   I  •    u-  ^  P*'^^-     We  was  sensible 

wnat  lie  had  m  hig  power,  and  whi^  tKo  d      •  "-"s'oie 

do-  h„f  l.o  1  '"'' ^"''^  *"e  Russian  army  could 

".  bu   he  was  also  aware  of  the  situation  of  the  enemy    and 
'•at  the  winter  could  do;  and  he  very  wisely  to  ,1^^^  'it 
l'«nefit  of  its  assistance—The  event  iusdfil  i         • 

;^a^..uiied  his  expectations,  ^e^:^:::^':;^^::;; 

Ulh  2h^^::;:^   the  neighbourhood  of  Smolens.:^ 
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scription.     The  cold  had  increased  to  an  intolerable  degree. 
In  throe  days,  viz.  on  the  14th,   15th,  and  16th,  it  was  18  de- 
grees* below  the  fretaing  point  of  Reaumur.     Davoust  even  bj.- 
■erts,  in  his  account  of  the  battle  of  Krasnoi,  that  it  was  m  low 
as  25  degrees.f     The  consequences  of  which  were  most  fatal  in- 
deed.    In  the  three  days  of  this  cold,  (from  the  6th  to  the  lOtli,) 
the  28th  bulletin  informed  us  that  they  lost  3000  carriage  horses, 
and  "  many  men,"  by  the  severity  of  the  cold.    But  the  29tli 
deepens  this  tragic  scene  in  a  tenfold  degree.     "  In  a  few  days, 
more  than  30,000  horses  perished."     What  number  of  men 
shared  the  same  fate,  we  arc  not  told.     Over  that  sad  part  of  the 
drama,  Bonaparte  draws  a  veil — it  was  a  scene  too  terrible  to 
disclose,    even   to    Parisian   levity.     In  a  book    published  at 
Dresden  in  February  following,   by  a  French  olHcer  of  the 
Imperial  guards,   who  was  then  with    lie  army,   he  admits, 
(writing  under  the  sway  of  Bonaparte)  that  the  loss  of  nun 
by  the  cold  alone,  was  30,000  between  Smolensk  and  Wil- 
na,  besides  what  were  lost  previous  to  the  flight  from  Snio 
lensk.     This  number,   there  is  the  strongest  reason  to    be- 
lieve, is  much  below  the  truth.     But  even  as  it  stands,  what  ii 
scene  of  misery  does  it  disclose.     It  is  scarcely  possible,  how- 
ever, for  language  to  draw  a  more  dreadful  picture  of  the  si- 
tuation of  the  enemy,  tlian  he  has  himself  done  in  his  29tli 
bulletin.  "  The  cavalry,  artillery,  and  baggage-horses  perished 
every  night,  not  pnly  by  hundreds,  but  by  thousands — Our  ca- 
valry were  on  foot,  our  artillery  and  our  baggage  were  without 
conveyance.     It  was  necessary  to  destroy  and  abandon  a  gooil 
part  of  our  cannon,  ammunition,  and  provisions.     The  prmy  so 
fine  on  the  6th,  was  very  different  on  the  14th;  ahnost  without 
cavalry,  without  artillery,  without  transports:  without  cavalry 
we  could  not  reconnoitre  a  quarter  of  a  league's  distance;  with- 
out artillery  we  could  not  risk  a  battle,  and  firmly  await  it:  it 
-doas  requisite  to  march  not  to  be  constrained  to  a  battle^  which 
the  want  of  ammunition  prevented  us  from  doing:  it  was  requi- 
site to  occupy  a  certain  space  not  to  be  turned,  and  that  too 


•  Twenty-ninth  Bulletin. 

f  Tt)8t  is  5Q  degrees  below  the  freezing  point  at  I'abrenlieit. 
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without  cavahy,  whid.  led  and  coune.ted  the  column.  This 
.  dhculty,  wh.ch  jonied  to  u  cold  .vhich  suddenly  can»c  on,  rrn^ 
Mour  ufuanon  nusnahle.  These  men  uhum  nafirc  h-ul 
no  ..Ihcently  steeled  to  be  above  all  the  chance,  of  Ihte  nd 
tortun...  appeared  .hook,  and  lost  their  gaiety,  and  thei.-  .ood  uh 
mour;  and  d.ean.ed  but  of  nuslortnne.  and  c-atustrophes;  those 
whom  she  had  created  superior  to  every  thin^r,  pre  erved  the  r 
«;uety  an     their  oniina.^  n.anners,  and  saw  U  ^  ^  I 

Mcrent  ddhcuU.es  to  be  sunnounted."  This  picture  fequir  , 
no  co.nn.ent  nor  elucidation.  The  n.ore  it  is  onsidered  the 
jre  .t  serves  to  disclose  ^^  new  sights  of  woe."     The  si  u  t  ^. 

0  the  enemy  was  nuleed  n.iserable-no  division  of  the  anny 
when  separated  ho.  another,  k  :c.v  ./.t  that  part  was  aW 

>   on  what  pon.t  u  was  moving,  and  t!n> ,  Ney  las  ignorant  of 
JJavoasts  deleat  and  destructi-  ,,     ii,  1.  ..nd  hin.df  i.   a  s^ 
.n  ar  s.uatu.n      The  sword  of    ...  K.  .,^^^^ 
b  ast,  were  e.p.ally  destructive  to  I.,  n.     The  l.fe's  blood  of  his 
bravest  trooi>s,    was   frozen  in   their   veins^thev  loll  amid  . 

h    wa.  stuled*  agamst  them  all.     Since  the  expulsion  of   he 

1  en  angels   rom  heaven,  there  is  no  scene  to  bJlbund,  whi  h 

Imsdf        .     irS"1  ""'"  ^"^''  -rcumstanccs,  even  Satan 
'"".•/         ,  !;  ''"^^-f  I'-'J-nonium,  would  have  lost 
^r^a^yand  Ih a r  good  humour,  and  dreamed  only  of  nis^ 
jortuncs  and  catastrophes:' 

iM-oa.  the  bloody  iields  of  Krasnoi,  Bonaparte  and  his  army, 

called  so.  fledm  consternation  beyond  the  Dnieper.     On 
t"e  J9th,  according  to  his  relation,  he  crossed  that  stre-r  but 

:;:i  ^''^-"^  ^^>  -j-d,  to  that  in  j^t:^ 

advanced  across  it,  exactly  that  day  three  months,  upon  the 
conquest  of  Smolensk.     He  took  the  direction  of  OrLha,  t 

-^Uf  ;;;rm7"'"  "^ ''"""^'"••^  -'-'^-''f  "^^  -■"«-.  brought  <w„ « x...., 
-«cr.r7'  7,7:  "  *'""*'"""^  '"'•''  '^  '""^--''  -c«™,,„„.«.  ^ 

''•-■0.  lisn,  I3i.>.  '  .-c!-^ti.».  *^v-, 
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^hicli  direction,  Victor  and  Oiidiiiot,  after  their  unsltcccssfiil 
attack  against  Witti^cnstcin,  were  retreatinjr.     On  the  20th  he 
left  Orscha,  with  tho  ir  iserable  remnants  of  his  once  mighty  ar- 
my; for  it  must  be  remembered,  that  the  army  wliich  fought  at 
the  Berezina,  were  collected  on  the  westsicte  of  the  Dnieper;  as 
few,  very  iew  inch'cd,  recrossed  that  stream  from  the  eastward. 
Collecting  his  scattered   forces,    and   all  the  re-enforcements 
which  had  l)een  advancing  througli  Poland,  Bonaparte  proceed- 
ed with  llie  utmost  expedition,  on  the  road  to  Borrisovv,  in  order 
to  pass  the  Berezina  at  that  point,  and  to  gain  the   Warsaw 
road  before  the  arrival  of  Tchiehagoff  to  obstruct  him.     Dom- 
brow>«ki,  who  had  been  employed  against  Bobrunsk  and  D'Oer- 
tell,  was  now  recalled  to  accomplish  a  more  difficult  object. 
Tie  was  commanded  to  take  possession  of,  and  guard  the  im- 
portant frfc  (III  pant  upon  the  Berezina  at  Borrisow.     But  Gen- 
eral Lambert,  with  tiie  advance  of  TchichagoflF's  army,  was  be- 
J'ore  liiln.    On  the  21st,  Dombrowski,  after  a  seve-re  engage- 
ment, was  defeated  with  great  loss,  and  compelled  to  abantion 
Ids  object,    and  retreat  in    the  direction  of   Orscha.     Three 
thousand  prisoners,  six  pieces  of  cannon,  and  two  stands  of  co- 
lours remained  in  the  hands  of  the  conquerors;  2000  were  left 
dead  on  the  field,  besides  wounded,  so  that  Dombrowski  lost 
half  his  army.     On  the  22d,  Tchiehagoff  reached  Borrisow 
with  all  ills  forces,  having  in  his  advance,  during  the  precedinu; 
eight  days,  taken   11,000  prisone/s,  and  24'  pieces  of  cannon, 
iiH  hiding  those  taken  from  DomliTowski.    Victor  and  Oudinot, 
Vv-hoAvere  retiring  before  Wittgenstein,  had  received  peremp- 
tory orders  to  march  on  to  the  Berezina,  where  it  was  imagin- 
ed Dombrowski  was  in  possession  of  the  bridge,  and  there  to 
oppose  with  their  united  forces,  the  designs  of  Tchiehagoff. 
On  the  '24th,  General  Lambert  having  crossed  the  Bereziijii, 
and  advanced  ;u  far  as  Bobr,  was  met  by  the  corps  of  Oudi- 
not, and  compelled  to  recross  the  fiver,  after  a  very  consider- 
able loss;  but  the  strength  of  the  position  on  the  right  Bank 
prevented  any  further  success.     In  the  mean  time  Wittgen- 
stein followed   Victor.     In  the  space  ()f  two  days  he  made 
eooo  prisoners,  and  on  the  27th  he  came  up  with  him,  cut  off 
hi   1  ear-guard  from  tiie  maiu  body,  attacked  it  with  great  vi« 
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gour,  and  after  an  action  of  4  hours,  completely  defeated  it, 
Thirty  officers  and  1000  prisoners  were  taken,  ajid  a  great 
number  killed  and  wounded.     At  the  same  time,  he  sent  a  flao- 
of  truce  to  summon  the  remainder  to,  surrender,  as  further  nt 
sistance  was  useless;   in  consequence  of  which,    Partincaux's 
division,  which  Bonaparte  said  lost  its  way,  and  had  marched 
to  "  the  right  instead  of  proceeding  to  the  left,"  amounting  to 
8000  men,  laid  down  their  arms,  and  surrendered  themsdves 
prisoners  of  war,  part  at  midnight,  and  the  rest  on  the  follow- 
ing morning.     These  unfortunate  men  were  in  a   miser    .le 
condition— without   food   or  covering,    they  spent    the  night 
under  the  canopy  of  heaven,  benumbed  with  cold  and  almost 
frozen  to  death.  «  During  the  night,  and  benumbed  with  cold, 
it  rallied,"  says  the  29th  Bulletin,  «  at  seeing  the  enemy's 
fires,  wliich  it  mistook  for  those  of  the  French  army."     JUread- 
ful  deception!  like  the  benighted  travellers  amid  the  barren 
waste,  who  through  the  pitiless  storm,  thinks  he  sees  a  friendly 
light  at  a  distance.    He  rallies  his  drooping  spirits— he  marches 
—it  flies— it  vanishes— faint  and  forlorn,  he  ceases  to  make, 
any  exertions,  and  yields  himself  to  his  wretched  fate.     In  the. 
mean  time,    Bonaparte  had  arrived  upon  the  Berezina,   but 
found  the  Warsaw  road  closed  against  him.     Platoff  in  ad- 
vance of  the  main  army,  (which  had  passed  the  Dnieper  on. 
the  2.5th  and  26th  at  Kopyss,)  was  at  his  heels— Tchichagoff 
in  his  front,  and  Wittgenstein  on  his  right  flank,  each  presshig 
upon  him  with  a  formidable  force.     His  situation  was  most 
critical  and  dangerous.     Still  his  force  was  formidable.     With 
the  remains  of  Dombi-owski's,  Victor's  and  Oudinot's  corp.s,  with 
tliose  he  had  brought  from  the  Dnieper,    and  what  detach- 
ments had  been  marching  to  join  him,  his  force,  after  the  loss 
of  Partincaux's  division,  amounted  to  70,000.mcn,  and  copi- 
paratively  speaking,  well  equipped  troops,  with  a  considerable 
torce  of  cavalry;  Ibr  ail  of  them  had  hitljorto  been  stationed  in 
a  plentiful  country,  and  near  their  mag:^zines  aiid  supplies;  and. 
though   defeated,    still  they  had-  experienced,  none  of  those 
marches,  miseries,  and  privations,  which  had  destroyed  their- 
more  unfortunate  romrndos,  who  had  advanced   to   Mpscqw, 
and  whose  unburied  bodies  now  strewed  in  thousands  the  dia- 
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mal  road  from  that  city.  Tlic  advance  of  the  main  body  of  the 
Russian  ai  iny  under  Kiitiisoff",  Bonaparte  saw  would  give  his 
enemies,  already  too  munorons  and  powerful,  a  decided  supe- 
riority over  him;  and  as  Ids  supplies  and  resources  were  now 
■wiioUy  exhausted,  he  was  determined  to  make  a  tiersperate  push 
to  eilett  his  escape,  before  he  allowed  the  formidable  circle  to  be 
I'idly  completed  around  him.  I  Ic  had  only  two  ways  to  choose. 
The  one  seemed  utierly  impracticable,  from  the  stron*^  position 
•wiiich  Tcluc'iajiolV  held  at  liorrisow — the  other  vvlucli  led  to 
Wilna,  seemed  barely  possil)le,  and  which  was  also  incrcasiuii- 
the  length  of  his  march  very  considerably,  and  of  course  his 
subsequent  danger,  providing  he  escapeil  that  which  at  present 
threatened  him.  To  escape  by  this  road,  could  only  be  (,>flect- 
ci.\  by  deceiving  the  vigilance  of  TchichagolF,  and  crossing  the 
Berezina  considerably  above  his  present  position.  This  too 
was  to  be  eifecUd,  before  the  advance  of  the  victorious  Witl- 
gcnstein  from  the  N.E.  should  either  prevent  his  marching  up 
the  river,  or  if  set  out  in  that  direction,  throw  him  back  int(» 
the  positiou  which  he  now  held,  and  hem  him  in  with  the  Be- 
rezina and  Tchichagoif  in  ids  front,  and  PlrtolF  and  the  main 
army  in  his  rear.  Not  a  minute  was  to  be  losi — every  moment 
increased  his  danger — Wittgenstein  was  close  at  hand,  and  the 
Cossacks  at  no  great  distance, 

The  Berezina  at  this  place,  is  fully  250  feet  broad.  Its  banks 
arc  covered  with  morasses,  which  rendered  the  :ipproach  to  it 
difhcult.  At  this  time  it  was  covered  with  large  masses  of 
floating  ice,  which  rendered  the  construction  of  a  bridge  a  dif- 
ficult undertaking.  On  the  25th,  Bonaparte  endeavoured,  by 
different  manoeuvres,  to  call  off  the  attention  of  Tchichajioif 
from  his  real  object — and  in  a  great  measure  succeeded.  Din- 
ing the  night  of  the  25th*,  he  marched  with  all  expedition 
about  1'  miles  above  Tchichagoll's  position,  and  found  a 
place  at  the  village  of  Studsianca,  where  the  river  was  sii 
narrow,  that  the  infantry  cou.'d  cross  it  on  horseback,  lie  re- 
solved to  attempt  hisjiassage  at  this  place.  It  was  at  this  very 
spot,  where  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  passed  this  stream  a  cen- 
tury ago,  in  Ids  advance  to  Moscow.     Under  the  protection  of 
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«  baltciy  ,)!•  f?()   pieces  of  cannon,    erected   upon  some  ftnr 
heights     and    protected   by    morasses,    the  enemy  conslrnct- 
(Hi  a  bridge,  and  bega,,   to  n-.ove  his  arniy  and  bag.r.,,,c  over 
the  river.     Dnring  the  26th  and  27th,  "says  the  enl^.ny,  ,]., 
arajy  passe.l,  and  some  divisions  of  the  Unssian  army  who  en 
.Icavourcd  to  oppose,  i,,  wen.  beat  back  by  the  Duke  u  Ke^r.io 
who  led  them  fighnng  two  hours.     TchichagolJ;  ln,wever,  soon 
a.scovered  the  object  of  the  enemy,  but  singly  ho  was  unable 
to  prevent  .t.     A  canuona.h,  however,  on  the  27th,  on  the 
right  and  left  <,f  the  enen,y-s  new  position,  -dvisc^l  him  of  the 
•ippvoach  ol  fr.ends  and  assistance.     Wittg.  nstein  an<I  Pi.toff 
approached,  and  communications  were  fjuickiy  established  be- 
tw.xt  them.     It  was  immediately  resolved  to  attack  the  enen.y 
«.  .out  celay       fh.   re.olutiot.  brought  on    the  n.en.crublo 
battle  ol  the  Berezina. 

The  whole  anny  of  Teh ichagoff  which  had  broke  up  from 
l?ornsow,  advanced  to  the  attack  of  that  part  of  tho  French 
army  winch  had  passed  the  Bere.inn,  and  which  were  those 
.mder  he  command  of  Oudinot,  who,  recovered  of  his  wound. 
.  nch  he  had  received  at  Polotzk,  had  again  advanced  from 
Wilna  With  re-enlorcement.  to  rescue  his  master.     The  battle 

c^a  wHh  the  break  .f  day-and  was  most  obstinate  ll 
bloody.  How  severe  it  must  have  been,  is  obvious  from  th. 
.nemys  accounts,  who  states,  that  half  an  hour  after  the  Duke 
I  lieggu.  (Oudniot)  had  caused  the  Kmperor  to  be  informed, 
^^  he  was  a..tacked,  (or  in  other  words,  tlmt  he  was  unable 

.t.«ut  re-entorcements,  to  maintain  his  positions,  on  which 
thetateot  the  whole  army  depended,)  Victor's  foU  which 
jvas  llymg  before  Wittgenstein,  appeared  on  the  Jeft  l,ank 
But  no twithstanchng  the  pressing  dangers  which  assailed  Vic 
or,  and  that  part  of  the  army  which  remained  on  the  left  bank, 
till  he  danger  was  greater  on  the  other  side,  and  re-enforcn- 

ents  most  urgently  demanded.     In  consec^uence  of  this,  early 
day,  Marshal  Ney  passed  to  the  assistance  of  oJdino^ 

t  tns  re-enforcement  being  still  insufficient,  Mortier  imme- 
Jl'ately  proceeded  to  the  assistance  of  both.     «  The  battle  then 
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says  the  enemy.     The  llusi>iuii.  endeavoured 
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to  turn  the  right  of  the  French  army,  that  is,  drive  ihem  back 
upon  the  bridges  and  the  river.  A  charge  of  cavalry,  however, 
seems  to  have  prevented  the  success  of  this  measure,  whicli 
would  otherwise  have  been  ruinous  to  the  enemy.  The  battle 
lasted  from  morning  till  night,  and  was  attended  with  a  great 
loss  to  both  parties.  The  enemy  were  strongly  posted  in  a 
wood,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground,  which  was  so  favour- 
able  to  them,  prevented  the  Russians  from  using  any  part  of 
their  army,  but  their  tirailleurs.  The  Russian  loss  was  esti- 
mated  at  4000  men,  and  the  enemy  attempts  to  claim  60UO 
prisoners,  and  G  pieces  of  cannon,  which  was  very  improbable; 
ihr  although  the  Russians  could  make  no  serious  impression 
upon  the  enemy'i  position,  still  they  had  forced  them  to  yield 
so  far,  as  to  .( i.ipel  them  to  fall  back  several  versts.  General 
Le  Grand  wa^  said  to  have  been  killed;  and  Marshal  Oudinot, 
General  Merle,  and  another  General,  were  amongst  the  num- 
ber of  the  wounded,  on  the  side  of  the  enemy.  The  Russiaiu 
lost  no  officer  of  distinction. 

While  TchichagofF  attacked  that  part  of  the  Freneh  ariay 
which  had  passed  the  river,  (for  only  part  under  Oudinot  had 
passed  it,)  Wittgenstein  attacked  the  other  part  on  the  east 
bank.  Upon  his  approach  the  enemy  halted,  and  with  a  very 
strong  force  endeavoured  to  defend  the  passage,  in  order  in 
save  their  baggage  and  heavy  waggons.  The  attack  was  si)irit. 
ed— the  defence  obstinate— the  object  for  which  each  con- 
tended, most  important.  The  engagement  lasted  during  the 
greatest  part  of  the  day;  but,  towards  evening,  Wittgenstein 
succeeded  in  turning  the  French  force  opposed  unto  him,  un- 
der Victor,  and  obtained  possession  of  the  heights,  which  com- 
manded both  the  large  bridge  and  a  foot  bridge,  over  which 
the  army  and  its  attendants  were  passing  at  the  time.  The 
f'ngagcmcnt  had  been  very  severe,  and  the  slaughter  great; 
but  it  was  not  now  to  the  field  of  battle  covered  with  slain,  that 
the  eye  looked  to  find  objects  of  horror.  A  more  droadl'ul 
field  was  to  be  seen,  where  at  the  time,  there  was  neither  Cos- 
sacks nor  Russians.  Before  the  advance  of  the  army  under 
Wittgenstein,  ?nd  before,  and  during  the  tim.e  w'mcIi  he  ton- 
tvndcd  for  the  possession  of  the  heights  which  commanded  the 


bridges,  ; 
The  crow 
it  was  im] 
suiFerings, 
ing  disina 
to  move,  i 
themselvei 
diers  end^ 
dcntli,  wit 
ken,  T'Ik 
even  refusi 
they  had 
Juid  got  a 
bers  were 
ting  down 
by  tf\e  as! 
scene  of  cc 
the  i-'iny 
upon  this  ( 
g  witli  snow 
i  morning  c 
I  snow  met 
I  hozcu  ant 
'i  amidst  the 
stream.  'J 
over  which 
'1  hey  tried 
^  intlnitry  an 
?  in  endeavt 
dreadful  b 
I  arose  arou 
I  to  climb  o 
':  crushed  th 
dead  etidea 
I  who  were  1 
and  shared 
flioni  to  de 
■  this  tragic  ! 


135 


rive  ihein  back 
k'alry,  however, 
neasure,  which 
y.  The  battle 
sd  with  a  dieat 
rly  posted  in  a 
was  so  favour- 
ing any  part  of 
n  loss  was  esti- 

to  claim  6000 
ery  improbable; 
ious  impression 
i  them  to  yield 
ersts.  General 
arshal  Oudinot, 
,ongst  the  num- 

The  Russians 

B  French  array 
er  Oudinot  had 
art  on  the  east 
ami  with  a  very 
ge,  in  order  lo 
ttack  was  spirit- 
hich  each  coll- 
ated during  the 
r,  Wittgenstein 
I  unto  him,  un- 
its, which  com- 
]gc,  over  wliicli 
the  time.  The 
slaughter  great; 
1  with  slain,  that 
L  more  dreadful 
vas  neither  Cos- 
the  army  under 
e  w'^ich  he  con' 
commanded  the 


bridges,   the  scene  there  was  most  horrible  and  distrcssincr. 
The  crowd  pressing  to  gain  tiic  bridges,  became  so  great,  that, 
it  was  impossible  to  move.     The  .,oldiors,  delirious  t\-om  their 
sulFerings,  threw  themselves  upon  the  banks  of  the  river,  .uter- 
ing  dismal  yells  of  agony.     The  officers,  though  hardly  able 
to  move,  from  fatigue,  continued  to  run  about,  in  order  to  keep 
themselves  iu  heat,  and  escaj)e  destruction.     Some  of  the  sol- 
dicrs  endeiv'jured  to  light  fires.     They  were  seen  frozen  to 
ilcath,  with  the  branches  in  their  hands,  which  tl.ey  had  bro- 
ken,    Tliey  tore  the  tattered  rags  from  each  other.     They 
even  refused  their  dying  comrades,  the  mouthful  of  water  which 
they  had  boon  fortunate  enough  to  obtain.     Whenever  they 
had  got  a  fire  lighted,  crowds  flocked  around  it.     There  num- 
bers were  frozen  to  deatii,  and  the  living  were  seen  coolly  sit- 
ting down  upon  the  bodies  of  their  dead  comrades.     Bonaparte, 
by  the  assistance  of  his  guards,  made  his  way  through   thil 
scene  of  confusion  and  death.     He  crossed  the  bridge— most  of 
the  a.-my  still  remained  behind.     The  shades  of  night  closed 
i  upon  this  dreadful  scene.     A  piercing  wind  covered  their  faces 
?  with  snow  which  fVoze  into  ice  as  it  Ibll  upon  them.     The 
'  morning  dawned  with    leeper  horrors.     One  tireary  waste  of 
snow  met  the  eye,  except  where  the  black  waters  of  the  half 
frozen  and   destructive   Berezina,    were  seen  winding  along, 
amidst  the  sheets  of  floating  ice,  which  were  borne  dow^n  by  his 
stream.     Towards  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  bridge, 
over  which  the  baggage  and  artillery  were  passing,  was  broken! 
ihey  tried  to  gain  the  other  bridge.     But  in  vain.     Here  the 
infantry  and  uie  cavalry  commenced  a  dreadful  struggle,  and 
in  endeavouring  to  get  forward,  slaughtered  each  other.     A 
dreadful  barrier  of  the  carcases  of  dead  men  and  horses  now 
arose  around  the  bridge;  and  to  cross  it,  it  became  necessary 
to  chmD  over  mountains  of  dead.     The  artillery  and  waggons 
crushed  the  half  frozen  wretches  as  they  'iroved.     The  lialf 
dead  endeavoured  to  raise  themselves,  and  struggled  with  thos- 
who  were  trampling  upon  them.     Some  were  brought  dowi,, 
and  shared  the  same  fhte.     The  stronger,  however,  trampled 
fheni  to  death.     But  no  words  can  give  an  adequate  idea  cf 
this  tragic  scene.    The  approaching  roar  of  the  Russian  can-. 
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non,  increaseil  tlie  alarm  and  consternation.  Tiic  comuunul  of 
the  IjL'iglits  by  then»,  iornied  not  only  the  cliuuxx.  <A'  tin's  sceii' 
o!' misery,  but  I  m;iy  say  formed  the  climax  oi"  iuunan  miIki- 
in<'.  Man  njvor  witnessed,  nor  diil  man  ;;ver  v'ulure  such 
woes,  fts  were  iclt  at  tlie  Berezina.  A  consiileraL.'e  part  of  ili. 
batrixaL'c  had  ah-eady  been  c:?.rried  oi'cr.  The  rcr/  vv^s  com- 
posed  of  a  ci'owd  of  persons  of  all  (iescrljjtiojis,  the  least  u-;;- 
ful  to  the  army.  These  Bonaparte  voidil  i.;  t  endeavour  t) 
save  at  the  risk  of  .:.!;■'  number  >.)!:'  Ins  best  troops.  Accordiiif^'ly, 
no  s-)oner  had  the  Russian  artillery  been  pl.i.ited  on  rJ 
hei<^hts,  and  commenced  a  well  directed  fh\;  upon  the  Frcijc'! 
bridges,  and  the  French  army  cvowilii!(>:  to  iuid  passing 
ihcjn,  t.hiits  he  connnanded  them  to  be  .-.I't  on  fire.  A  seen, 
of  hoiTOv  now  ensued  which  begp^ars  all  description.  Car- 
riauOft,  tnn.sj  caalry,  iniantry,  men,  women,  and  children, 
al)  iMfsheif.  forward  to  the  flaming  piles.  Their  piteous  lament- 
ations were  disregarded — their  ellbrts  tu  escape  were  vain. 
Wiiat  the  Hauiesdid  not  consume  quick  mough,  their  country- 
men broke  down.  The  Russian  artillery  v  ith  fatal  aim,  poured 
ilestruction  amongst  the  fugitives.  Tliou;!.h  in  flames,  the 
crowd  still  jiressed  forwiu'd  upon  the  bridges.  The  sick 
and  woumled  perished  beneath  the  feet  of  their  comrades,  or 
imder  the  artillery.  The  strongest  pushed  the  weakest  into 
the  water.  Battalions  in  the  rear  endeavouring  to  escape, 
pushed  forward  those  before  them — 


"  The  w.ive  behind,  inipoUed  the  wave  before." 
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They  were  seen  in  multitudes,  sinking  amongst  the  flames,  or 
tumbling  headlong  into  the  water.  The  Berezina  was  choked 
with  bodies — his  v.aves  were  discoloured  with  blood — thousands 
sunk  to  rise  no  more,  while  the  bitter  lamentations  of  the  dy- 
ing, drowning,  and  aljandoned  wretches,  scattered  on  fields  of 
snow,  or  crushed  amongst  piles  of  floating  ice,  were  wafted  to 
a  great  distance,  and  filled  the  mind  of  the  survivors  with  agony 
and  horror.  What  remained  alive  from  t'  ■<  scene  of  carnage 
were  taken  prisoners  by  the    Russians — t  atu  indeed  was 

happiU'       ty  lliut  vi  their  coinpari' "IS.       ; /aapartu  ilcd  from 
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rezuiii  must  meet  his  eyes 
and  ai)pal  his  mind-the  yells  of  despair  must  vibrate  in  his 
ears,  and  fill  him  with  fear  and  tremblmfr. 

In  this  engaj-ement,    lijuaparte  had^'fully  70,000  veteran 
troops,  with  a  considerable  force  of  cavalry.     None  of  this  army 
had,  comparatively  speaking,  sufleredanueh  hardship,  or  were 
in  a  bad  state,  because  they  were  all,  or  nearly  nil,  collected  on 
this  side  the  Dnieper,  and  had  not  been  destitute  of  supplies  of 
any  description.     This  army,  however,  was  his  last  resource- 
tor  if  It  was  destroyed,  he  had  not  the  means  of  asscunblinc  an- 
other, east  of  the  Vistula;  because  although  a  great  number  of 
troops,  and  numerous  re-enforcements  were  to  be  found  in  that 
space,  yet  tlmse  were  so  scattered,  that  the  rapidity  of  the 
Kiissiau  advance  rendered  it  unpossible  for  them  to  unite  in  a 
body.     All  hopes  therefore  of  resistance  vanished,  after  the 
;  disasters  of  the  Berezina.     Famine,  fear,  and  flight,  from  this 
I  moment,  accompanied  with  double  horrors,  the  sad  remnants  of 
I  the  French  army. 

Wittgenstein  having  obtained  pontoons,  quickly  re-establisli- 
I  ed  the  bridges  wiiich  the  enemy  had  destroyed.     He  crossed 
I  the  river,  while  the  main  army,  under  Kutusof^  closely  fi)llowed 
;  his  footsteps.     The  vanguard   under    Milaradovitch   had  ar- 
;  rived  at  Bobr  on  the  27th.     The  enemy,  therefore,  sought  his 
:  safety  in  a  precipitate  flight.     Abandoning  every  thing  ifc  had, 
he  took  the  road  by  Zembin  for  Molodetschino,  Sinorgonie,' 
and  Wilua.     Baggage,  tlie  t'cw  remaining  cannon  they  had, 
naggons  belonging  to  government  and  individuals,  carriages 
of  all  descriptions,    the  plunder  of  JMoscow  and   of  various 
tlitirches,  which  had  been  long  ago  fbrwurded,  but  now  over- 
taken on  the  road,  were  all  abandoned  on  the  fatal  banks  of 
the  Berezina.     So  thick  were  the  spoils  left,  that  a  space  of 
hall  a  verst  square  was  so  cjowdcd  with  them,    that  it  was 
impossible  to  penetrate  through  them  either  on  horseback  or 
on  foot;  and  three  companies  of  the  new  raised  Russian  militia, 
were  employed  to  open  up  the  road,  in  order  to  give  room  for 
the  army  to  pass.     The  loss  of  tlic  Russians  in  the  battles  of 
tlie  Berezina  was  about  6  or  7000  men  kijlcd  and  wounded, 

s  5 
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viz.  4000  with  TclilcluisofFand  3000  with  Wittgenstein.  Tlmt 
of  the  enemy  cxccedod  20,000,  of  which  1 3,000  were  prisonm. 
Cannon,  flairs,  and  waj^gons  innumerable,  after  this,  daily  Ml 
into  the  hands  of  the  victorH. 

General  Sackcn,  who  had  been  lift  with  17,000  infantry, 
and  7000  cavalry,  to  observe  the  armii-s  of  Schwartzenberg  and 
Uegnior  in  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  was  obliged  to  yield  to  tlic 
superior  numbers  of  his  antagonists,  who  had  been  re-enforccd 
by  a  division  under  General  Durctto;*  he  fell  back  upon  Slu- 
nim,  followed  by  the  enemy.     Schwartzenberg  having  divided 
Ilia  army  into  two,t  sent  one  division  under  General  Frimont. 
which  advanced  as  far  as  Nieswic/  after  the  army  of  Tchicha- 
goff     The  other  part,  under  his  own  command,  maiiocuvcred 
Lainst  Sacken,  who  was  also  opposed  in  front  by  llegnicr, 
The  Russian  General,  however,  baffled  all  their  efforts;  and 
having  found  a  convenient  opportunity,  he,  on  the  18th,  at- 
tacked Regnier  and  beat  him  severely.     One  thousand  prison- 
crs  and  one  pair  of  cblours  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Russians, 
The  enemy  were  afterwards  obligetl  to  retreat,  and  Sacken,  re- 
enforccd  by  Oscharoffsky's  and  other  corps,  quickly  resunieJ 
the  ground  he  had  lost.     The  enemy  eagerly  proclaimed,  upon 
the  retreat  of  Sacken,  a  complete  victory  over  him;  but  it  m 
curious  to  observe  the  different  statements  of  the  same  affair, 
rriven  through  different  channels.     The  Paris  papers  proclaim- 
ed his  corps  annihilated,  and  8000  prisoners  taken-Frcncli 
accounts  from  Wilna,  dated  November  26th:  rated  his  loss  a; 
4000  killed  and  wounded,  and  3000  prisoners;  while  from  tliv 
account  of  the  Vienna  Gazette,  December  8th,  »-cceivod  througli 
the  medium  of  the  Moniteur,  even  that  dreadful  Boutique  oi 
misrepresentation  and  transformation,  was  only  able  to  state  m 
vague  terms,  that  his  loss  was  immense,  while  the  Father  of 
falsehood  himself,  could  not  find  one  ray  from  that  quarter,  to 
lessen  the  gloom  of  his  last  Bulletin.     The  truth  was,  that  as 
Tchichagoff  and  Sacken's  armies  were  on  the  road  to  VJaxm 
by  which  route  it  was  believed  in  Paris,  that  the  Grand  Army  iii- 


•  Tciiiciidgou  's  diipatch  to  KuiusoS*. 
I  Vienna  Gazette,  Dec.  8tb,  18U. 
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tended  to  pass;  it  was  therefore,  necessary  to  lessen  the  fears  of 
the  public  for  its  safety  as  much  as  possible,  by  making  the  people 
believe,  that  the  only  obstacle  to  its  retreat  was  removed  by  tlu? 
destruction  of  Sacken's  corps;  wiiich  would  render  the  united 
armies  of  Schwartzenberg  and  llcgnicr  much  superior  to  Tchi- 
cliagoff;  v/ho  would  thus,  for  hi»  own  safety,  he  compelled  to 
leave  the  road  open  for  the  grand  army  to  pass  to  Warsaw. 

All  the  divisions  of  the  Russiimarmy,  now  in  close  communi- 
cation with  each  other,  marched  after  the  flying  enemy.     Ge- 
neral Kutusoff,  who  commanded   the  troops  fbrnjerly  under 
General  Winzengerodc,  had  mlvanced  from  Babinovitchi,  and 
following  the  enemy's  army,  hung  on  his  flank  aiul  his  van- 
guard,   from   Orscha  to  Borrisow.     In  repeated  attacks,  he 
caused  the  enemy  a  severe  loss.    In  that  space,,  he  took  73 
9ta£f  and  other  officers,  5,937  privates  prisoners,  and  killed  "  of 
course,  (says  he,)  as  many."*     The  greater  part  of  tliis  force, 
he  also  expressly  mentions  was  composed  of  the  fugitives  who 
had  fled  from  the  disasters  of  Krasnoi,  and  were  ignorant  on 
what  road  they  should  direct  their  footsteps,  in  order  to  escape 
death  or  captivity.     Near  Borrisow  he  jpiiied,  General  Witt- 
genstein, and  with  him  assisted  in  the  pursuit,  taking  the  right 
of  the  Berezina,  and  endeavouring  to  get  before  the  enemy. 
From  thence,  he  was  directed  to  march  after  the  remains  of  the 
Bavarian  army,  under  General  Wrede,  who  having  been  re-en- 
fbrced  from  Wilna,  after  the  disasters  at  Polotzk,  had  again 
advanced  towards  the  Dwina,  in  order  to,  assist  his  late  col- 
leagues; but,  learning,  in  his  advance,,  the  disastrous  situation. 
of  affairs,  ho  turned  juid  was  now  marching  by  Wclieke  and 
Dolginoff,  to  join  the  main  army  at  Smorgonie.     In  pursuit  of 
them,  Kutusoff  detiiched  tlmt  indefatigable  leader  Tettenborn 
who  came  up  with  them  on  the  2d  of  December  at  Dolginoff,  at- 
tacked and  defeated  tlicir  rear  guard,  with  the  loss  of  36  offi- 
cers,  and  1000  privates  prisoners— occupied  Dolginoff,  and  cut 
off  their  communication  with,  tlie  army  at  Smorgonie.f    Im- 
mense re-enforcements  at  this  time  were  pressing  forward  to  joiix 


*  Kutusoff's  (General)  dispatch,  Berczinn,  Dec  2J,  J  812. 
I  Wiugc!  o^    's  dispatch,  Kamtn,  T)qc.  itis. 
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the  Russian  army.  From  the  southern  provinces,  General 
Gouilavit.h  was  advanced  to  Mogilhcff,  with  70,000  xnilitiji, 
viz.  5Q,0<y'  '^nd  20,000  cavalry. 

General  Willg'-'isioin  marched  cm  the  riglit  of  the  Frencli 
army,  Count  'I'ormason'vvith  tlio  advance  of  the  main  army  in 
his  n  ir,  Admiral  Tchiehairoifon  his  left,  and  PlatolFwith  his 
Cossacks,  and  lipiht  troops  and   lif^'ht  artillery,  under  Genenil 
Kkmaloii;  was  in  liis  front  coiitiiuially  annoyin,-^-  liim.*     'I'li.' 
Russians  advanced    wif'i  iacouu.  I^'able   rapidity,    particularly 
Tchichagoff;  who  felt  sore  at  h'avmj;  allowed  himself  to  havo 
been  deceived  by    Bonaparte  at  Borrisow.     For  this,  he  was 
blamed  by  many,  but  without  much  cause.     The  force  which 
Bonaparte  there  had,  was  more  considerable  than  was  suppos- 
ed, and,  in  reality,  was  a  lequate  to  force  the  passage,  at  any 
unprotected  point.  In  defiance  of  every  effort   of  Tchichagoll' 
alone.      Thn    wits    at    Petersburi>h    said,    the    Admiral    was 
waitiir^-  a  wind,  when  his  antagonists  got  the  start  of  hiui; 
but  be  this  as  it  nuiy,    he  made  ample   amends  ui  the  pur- 
suit for  his  former  negl  gence.     He  never  lost  sight  of  tlio 
French  army,  by   ..ight  nor  by  da^y,  for  one  n     .'cut.     If(; 
frequently  entered  tlie  same  house  which  Bonaparte  had  leli 
only  an  hour  or  two  before.      His  army  alone,  in  the  cour»i.' 
of  a  few  days,    from  the  Berezina  to  the  Wilia,  caused  t!io 
enemy  a  loss  of   .10,000  men.f     To  mention   h.   detail,   tlic 
operations  of  the  Kussian  army  in  the  advance  fro..'  the  Be- 
rezina to    Wilna,    ami  froni   Wilna    to  the    Niemen,    woiilit 
only  be  to  repeat  the  da'  /  list  of  tliousands  of  prisonci*s,  num- 
bers oi      inou  .aid  stu,   iards  tak- n.     The  enemy  were  inca)!- 
able  of  any  resistance.     Worn  down  by  want  and  fatigue,  the 
soldier  be<:.nr>e  careless  of  his  fate — he  no  longer  heard  the 
voice  of  his  ofliccr,  and  hi.;  feeble  hand  refused  any  longer  to 
wield  his  arms.     Without  consolation  or  assi?  *aace,  i  iiey  [)erish- 
ed  by  huudreds  and  by  tl..   ■  and'',  amidst  the  ruin.,  which  tliiir 
necessity  and  revc:        iiuhiced  them  to  make.     Their  ra;:e  lor 
mischief  never  for;         tl     a.    .They  contiinicd   It  till  the  latt 

•    Ciithcart's  (lispatdi,  Dec.  12tlt,   and  P'slando. 
I    'lVliitli!igofl"s  dispatch,  Ucc.  1  Itli. 


jnoment  th.y  were  capable  of  it.    Those  who  marched  f<,romo«f 
Ktt  only  nuns  to  meet  the  eyes  oftheir  co,nrndes;  and  ifon  their' 
march,  dunng  theday,  they  «aw  thcsteepleof  a  ehureh  at  adis- 
.ancc,  or  heard  .t  strike  the  hours  during  the  darkne.s  of  the 
n,.hf,  fon.lly  hop„..  they  were  near  some  relief,  they  quickened 

.c.r  march,  but  coming  to  it,  they  found  only  silence  and  deso- 
In  non-all  around  was  bt.t  ashes  and  carcases.     If  they  attempt- 
ed to  repose  for  a  moment,  shiverir.g,  naked,  and  without  shel- 
tor  a.  they  were,  they  wore  immediately  aroused   from  tlieir 
m>..rable  relaxat.on,  by  the  dreadful  hourra  of  the  Cossack. 
and    he  reuerated  attacks  of  the  Russians.     Nights  the  mos 
.•i.c-orless  an.    gloomy,    were  rendered  tenfold  more  hideou, 
ami  'I.snml,  by  the  incessant  roar  of  the   Russian  artillery 
.l>ro..,h  these  awlul  solitudes,  formed  '  y  the  ruin  and  deviSl 
"or.  winch  they  had  left  behind  them.     The  advance  of  the  Rut 
^'7  -^^  '.'«-";-^--'^l^ly  rapid.     In  the  midst  of  a  v.inter  like  thi«, 
■uul  can.yn.g  a  ong  with  them  provisions,  stores,  and  artillery 
over  a  desolated  country,  where  every  obstacle  was  thrown  in  the 
way  of  the.r  n.a.el,  still  they  not  only  never  lost  sight  of;  but 
^e^-  <:on.tantly  upon  the  ^^  sAoulUers"  of  an  encmj  who  had 
^^  i  ..cd  every  thing-who  now  fbught  not  for  vitory,  IZ 
retreu     -not  for  retreat,  bat  for  flight. 

On  the  -d,  Bonaparte  reached  Slolodetschino,  from  whence 
ho  date  !  h.s  29th  and  last  Bulletin.     lU..  he\net  hi    "r 

zz:::'  ''^ '?  t^t '-'  ^^^"  ''^^^'^^^  ^--  ^^^^ 

a  ■ . ,  ^       ''  f'  ^'  '"''^''''^  «--g«"ie>  J-ving  fled 

t  that  aul  smson,  a  d.stance  of  120  miles  in  6  days.     Durin.r 

'^      Zuir"^"^^'''^-     At8yze..kncarOschniasnk  L 

Itl  •,    "    hS:"  'Trf"  ""'  ^'"^  '''^  ^"--^«  known;  that 
lit  ^'«"l^l  ''^'ve  gained  Miss  Plaloffwas  there,  he 

certamly  not  escaped.     They  burst  into  a  cottage  b^  th 

k    nsof  '7' ^'^enceiie  fled  alone,  and  on  foot,  to  the 
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greater  part  of  his  guards.    Tliesc  had  been  spared  and  sup. 
plied  while  the  rest  of  the  array  soffered,  in  order  that  thty 
might  protect  his  person;  but  from  the  Berezina  they  equahy 
suffered,  and  amongst  the  dead  on  the  roads,  were  distinguish- 
ed  numbers  of  them.*     At  Sraorgonie,  Bonaparte  assembled 
his  principal  officers,  all  of  whom  had  yet  escaped,    though 
«« meagi  c>,  pale,  and  wan."    There  he  conferred  the  command  of 
the  army  upon  lus  brother-in-law,  Murat;  and,  under  the  title  of 
the  Duke  of  Vicenzu,  he  set  off  with  that  personage  in  a  luiscr- 
able  sledge,  travelling  night  and  day,  by  Dresden  and  Mcntz, 
till  he  reached  Paris,  at  midnight,  on  the  19th,  in  a  mon 
pitiable  plight,  and  humiliating  situation,  than  the  Asian  mon- 
arch, who  fled  from  Greece  in  a  cock-boat— he  still  left  an  ar- 
my  behind  him— Bonaparte  none. 

The  following  authentic  documents  concerning  the  Guards, 

while  it  shews  us  the  miseries  and  losses  which  they  endured, 

vho  were  the  last  and  always  the  least  exposed  of  the  army, 

may  also  enable  us  to  form  a  more  correct  idea  of  the  suffev- 

ings  and  losses  of  tlie  rest  of  it; 

Imperial  Guards,  Uk  Regiment  of  Voltigenrs. 

Under  arms,  at  leaving  Smolensk,  16tb  November,  32  officm 
and  427  privates. 

Killed,  3  officers  and  26  privates;  wounded,  2  officers  and  G' 
privates,  and  who  were  also  left  and  taken. 

Dead  of  cold  and  misery,  103  privates. 

Remained  behind,  frozen,  or  from  sickness  and  fatigue,  suppos- 
cd  to  be  taken  prisoners,  1  officer  and  204-  privates. 

Total  loss,  6  officers  and  398  privates. 

Bemained  under  arms,  upon  arriving  at  Wilna,  26  officers  and 

29  privates. 


X. 


Certified  authentic,  Lieut.  Col.  Commandant, 


(Signed) 


Chavalier  Falte 


•  Russian  Journal,  from  the  8Ui  to  the  13th. 
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Imperial  Gitards,  Gih  Regiment  of  Tiraillewt. 
Under  arms  at  leaving  Smolensk,  31  officers  and  300  privates. 
Killed  in  battle,  II  officers  and  13  privates. 
Wounded  and  taken,  4  officers  and  52  privates. 
Dead  of  cold  and  misery,  U  officers  and  2*  privates. 
Remained  behind,  frozen,  or  from  sickness  and  fatigue,  suppos- 
ed to  be  taken  prisoners,  13  officers  and  179  privutes, 
Total  loss,  17  officers  and  2,'i0  privates. 
Remained  under  arms,  at  Wilna,  U  officers  and  10  privates. 

Certified  authentic, 


(Signed) 


Carre,  Col.  Major  Commaodant.* 


The  above  accounts  are  sufficient  of  themselves  to  shew  the 
truth  of  the  Russian  returns,  and  the  miseries  and  losses  of  the 
I'rench  army. 

If  the  French  army,  which  left  Moscow,  sufTered  the  bitter- 
est distress  before  that  it  reached  Smolensk—if  the  remnants  of 
it,  and  those  that  were  collected  near  that  place,  suffered  the 
extremes  of  wretchedness  before  passing  the  Dnieper,  still  those 
of  the  fresh  armies  which  survived  the  disasters  of  the  Berezina, 
suffered  tenfold  misery  and  distress.  Terror,  fear,  and  flight, 
marched  after  them  with  giant  strides. 


'  "  Confusion  worse  confounded, 

"  Route  on  route," 

*, 

overtook  them  at  every  step.  Bereft  of  every  thing— even  of 
Hope,  the  last  consolation  of  ihe  afflicted— their  fate  was 
miserable  beyond  all  example,  and  their  hardships  unequalled 
in  the  annals  of  man.  It  was  during  the  dark  hour  of  midnight, 
under  a  cold  of  from  13°  to  24°  degrees  below  Zero,  tliat  they 
alone  could  attempt  to  fly.  During  the  day,  they  were  obliged 
to  halt,  and  to  form  themselves  into  hollow  squares,f  in  order  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  incet,sani  nttacks  of  the  Cossacks. 

•  London  Gaieifc,  Feb.  27th.  Cathcan's  DispatcL,  ?«(«rsfcurgb,  j«n.  i6th.  181*. 
t  Lord  Cathc«rt'«  Di»|Mmb,  Dcccnbcr  ISth.  1812, 


Kvcn  tlic  superior  officers,  for  svven  weeks*  had  never  changed 
their  clothes,  nor  slept  in  anv  pkce  but  the  open  fields.  At  every 
resting  place  hnndrcds  were  left  dead  and  dying.  The  roads 
by  which  they  passed  \sTre  covered  with  thousands  npon  tlioii- 
sands  of  killed,  womuled,  famished,  sick,  dead  and  dying 
wretches.  Here  the  soldiers  were  stabbing  a  horse,  and  suckinj; 
his  blood  to  quench  their  thirst— cutting  his  body  to  pieces,  which 
they  eat  raw  for  their  wretched  repast;  and  there  others,  hor- 
rible to  relate,  were  gnawing  pieces  out  of  the  flesh  of  their 
wounded  comrades,  in  order  to  satisfy  their  hunger.f  Around 
the  fires  which  they  had  kindled  with  the  materials  of  tin 
dwellinfrs  which  came  in  their  way,  they  collected  in  circles, 
with  their  feet  towards  the  fire,  and  in  that  situation  were  found 
frozen  to  death.  In  the  flames  which  mischief,  or  necessity. 
induced  them  to  kindle,  many  were  burnt  alive.  Amongst 
the  warm  ashes  of  the  dwellings,  which  his  comrades  in 
advance  had  burnt,  the  shivering  soldier  eagerly  rolled  him- 
self, as  a  momentary  relief  from  the  bitter  cold.  In  the 
houses,  the  doors  and  windows  of  which  they  had  broken, 
the  polar  blast  arrested  the  vital  current  in  their  veins.^  "  Tiie 
road  by  which  the  enemy  retreated  was  covered  with  the 
dead  bodies  of  men  and  horses."§  "  The  whole  distance  from 
Smor-Tonio  to  Oschniasny  is  so  strewed  with  dead  bodies,  and 
dead  horses,  and  covered  with  artillery  waggons,  tumbrils,  and 
carriages,  that  it  is  rendered  almost  impassable." ||  "  In  one 
instance,  when  the  enemy  was  quitting  a  town,  the  road  for  a- 
Bout  a  verst,  was  so  chocked  with  dead,  that  it  was  nearly  im- 
possible to  step  without  putting  a  foot  on  one   of  them."* 


•  Twenty-ninth  BulUtin. — "  ^0  days." 

t  Prtersburgh  GMettc,  December  I  Ith,  and  Konig.bcrg,  Deccmbpr  irtli, 

^  TdiichaRoff's  Dispiitch,  Dccembtr  Htli. 

§    Uu^ian  Journal,  3d,  to  8th  December. 

II  Russian  .Toumal,  8th  tt)  ISUi  Derciriber  — This,  thoxtgh  it  may  soom  to  inmli- 
.iite  tlic  Tlussiaii  occoiint  of  the  loss  of  the  French  baggage  at  tlii>  Hereziiia,  by  ti>' 
means  does  so,  because  what  was  here  lost  was  derived  from  fresh  supplies.  11m 
h.s  was  between  the  5lh  and  llth,  whereas,  tlie  enemy,  in  his  2l»th  bulletin,  (..Uci 
,,hl  -d  tells  us  that  it  was  at  Mulodetschiiia,  on  that  day.  "  where  the  army  rwomi 
Xhv.  tirst  eonvoys  from  Wilna,"  and  from  whence  supplies  of  all  kinds  had  cointaiitly 
jjet-i,  ^i.n.-^illg  towards  the  oastwnril, 

^  Lord  Tyr.'.niinpr<  Letter,  Wilna,  Deccm»>rr  llth,  1  SIC, 
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H  still  greater  number  in  other  places,  as  we  .shall  by  and  by 
soe.  By  this  time  «'  the  dissatisfhction  of  Napoleon's  troops  had 
nicreascd  to  such  a  pitch,  that  they,  with  one  voice,  charged  him 
as  the  author  of  All  their  misery."!  «  Condemned  to  perish 
tar  from  their  own  countries,  they  cursed,  in  dilTerent  lan- 
guajres,  ambition,  as  the  cause  of  their  destruction.":!: 

Under  such  circumstances,  could  they  preserve  their  gaiety '^ 
So  situated,  could  they  do  any  other  thing,  "but  dream  of  irti.- 
fortunes  and  Catastrophes?"  Cold  unfeeling  despct,  who  could 
...(.bra.d  them  for  losing  both-degraded  and  thoughtless  na- 
tion,  who  could  for  a  moment  hear  such  expressions,  and  vet 
continue   to   support,   praise,  mid  cbey  the  author  of  thJm 
Wheri  thfc  armies  of  Cambyses  were  buried  under  the  burning 
sands  of  Africa,  they  Uere  overwhelmed  in  an  instant,  and  fell 
without  pain  or  sorrow.     When  the  hosts  of  Sennacherib,  who 
(.ended  the  name  of  the  living  Godj  were  blasted  by  the  breath 
of  the  Almighty,  these  perished  beneath  the  ."-;vful  stroke,  with^ 
out  feeling  their  end  approachiiig.     Not  so  the  more  unfortun- 
ate R-ench  soldier.     Destruction,  equally  irresistible,  swept  a- 
iound  him;  but,  hovering  over  his  head,  deepening  and  deep- 
ening the  gloom,  it  delayed  to  strike,  while  its  terrors  tore  his 
soul  with  agony;     Fof  some  days  after  the  frost  began,  the  sky 
wasc.ear  and  serene;  but,  it  suddenly  became  overcast,  and 
horn  a  calm,  the  wind  began  to  blow  with  violence.     Increas- 
HA  to  a  tempest,  it  swept  the  gloomy  forests;  and,  from  their 
dark  recesses,  sent  forth  the  most  hideous  noises,  which  appal- 
cd  the  oats  of  the  fainting  fugitives.     Drifts  of  snow  darkened 
tl>e  air,  and  blin.led  the  soldiers  on  their  march.     The  earth 
was  covered  w>h  it,  and  presented  to  the  eye  of  the  French 
soldier  one  uniform  surface,  where  no  trace  of  a  road,  or  path, 
was  distinguishable.     The  extremes  of  misery  met  his  eye  in 
every  direction.     He  saw  others  perishing  under  wretchedness, 
«hich  he  also  was  beginning  to  feel-which  he  too  must  en- 
'iure  to  the  uttermost.     Death  met  his  eye  in  every  shape,  and 

*  *"♦ 'r".!'  ''''P'"'"'''  P«'«'fsl)iirgh,  .Miiimry  16tli,  18 1,?. 

,   HiiiR-nrs  ,Tr.-,!-r,ai,  froin  tith  to  irAh  Doe.  ibJS. 

t  I  eter.'burgh  Gczette,  Uth  Dec.  UJi;. 
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armed  with  cvol-y  terror.  The  soldier  inarched— lie  fought-* 
he  fled — but  in  vain— still  no  escape — no  end  to  his  miseries— 
«  foundations  tied  the  wretched,"  and  while  heaven  and  earth 
conspired  for  his  destruction— he  bent  beneath  the  stroke— he 
yielded  to  the  devouring  blast— he  rallied  his  departing  spirits, 
to  curse  the  author  of  his  misery.  He  perished  far  from  his 
native  Iniid — his  body  was  left  to  be  food  for  the  "  dogs  and  thr- 
croivs."*  The  unburied  bones  of  multitudes  covered  the  fielili 
of  Russia,  white  as  were  the  fatal  plains  of  Ilelam,  where,  in 
ancient  times,  the  Almighty  also  scattered  kings  in  his  anger.+ 
The  rapid  destruction  of  the  armies  which  invaded  Ru.inin,  i-, 
an  "  Event  so  remarkable,  that  no  time  will  efface  it  from  tlie 
nnnals  of  the  world,"  Let  it  not  be  lost  upon  the  world. 
May  nations  and  individuals  ever  remember,  that  "  Great  and 
mighty  is  the  (iod  of  .Justice,"  who  has  in  a  similar  manner,  in 
every  age,  and  in  every  country,  punished  every  one  who  was 
presumptuous  enough  to  usurp  his  attributes,  deride  his  name, 
and  defile  his  temples. 

It  belongs  to  man  to  touch  with  a  trembling  hand,  the  wny- 
of  his  Creator  in  His  moral  government  of  this  world.  But 
-there  ate  instances,  where  the  interference  of  his  power  is  so 
plain  and  so  conspicuous,  that  they  can  neither  be  mistaken 
nor  misapplied,  and  which  ougiit  not  to  be  lost  upon  mankind. 
The  sad  catastrophe  which  belli  the  French  army  in  Uussiii, 
was  most  assuredly  one  of  these  instances.  "  In  the  East  ot 
Europe  the  Lord  of  hosts  has  held  a  dreadful  court  of  justice, 
and  the  Angel  of  Death  has  cut  olF  300,000  of  those  strangers, 
by  the  sword,  famine,  and  cold,  from  the  earth,  which  they,  in 
the  insolence  of  their  prosperity,  woukl  have  brought  unile. 
the  voke."^  Let  us  consider  lor  a  moment,  who  these  strangers 
were,  that  were  thus  summoned  by  the  Angel  of  Death,  to  the 
bar  of  the  Almighty.  Who  was  it  that  composed  the  mighty 
army,  which  threatened  to  bring  the  earth  under  the  yoke.' 
Was  it  not  men  who  denietl  the  name  of  God,  deridetl  his  pow- 
er, and  trampled  upon  his  authority.     W^e  cannot  have  forgol- 

•  Alexander's  proclamation,  Wilna,  Jan.  fitli,  1813. 
f  "  It  was  wliitc  as  snow  in  Salmon."   I'salni  Ixviii.  14. 
^  Alexander's  proeiamution,  Wiiim,  .Tun.  uiii,  1815. 
fj  Blucher's  address  to  the  tJuxoiisi,  Uiiutslaw,  March  !-''•!),  1813. 
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ten— the  world  never  should,  and  never  cai'  forcrct,  that  alarm* 
ing  moment,  when  the  distracted  Frencji  nation  rose  in  arms 
against  Heaven  and  earth— when  they  trampled  upon  man,  and 
challenged  Omnipotence  to  the  combat.  The  mind  cannot  re- 
flect without  shuddering,  at  those  gloomy  days,  when  man  dared 
declare  it  death  to  his  fellow  creature,  to  acknowledge  the  pow- 
er,  or  worship  the  name  of  his  Creator.     On  Smdmj,  August, 
1793,  a  deputation  of  children  jirosented  themselves  at  the  Imr  of 
the  Convention,  and  demanded  that  instruction  should  be  made 
^  compulsory;  and  "  one  of  the  children  who  accompanied  the 
deputation,  cequested,  that  instead  ofjnrac^,ing  to  them  in  the 
name  of  the  self- styled  God,  they  nnght  be  instructed  in  the 
principles  of  equality,  and  tlie  rights  of  man,  and  of  the  con- 
stitution."    These  children  had  parents— these  pareiits  must 
iiave  taught  them  these  principles.     These  principles  durst  not 
have  openly  and  publicly  shewn  themselves,  unless  they  had 
been,  as  they  really  were,  general  throughout  France.     These 
children,  when  tliey  tiius  appeared  witli  this  horrid  demand,  may 
have  been  eight  or  nine  years  old;  (their  fathers  being  then  in 
the  prime  of  life,)  and  it  is  not,  therefore,  supposing  too  much, 
or  asserting  too  harshly,  that  the  French  army  which  invaded 
Russia,  was  chiefly  composed  of  the  youths  of  that  genera- 
tion, commanded  too,  perhaps,  by  those  who  begat  and  misled 
them.     Nny,  even  of  those  very  "  lads  of  Paris,"  who,  in  1793, 
:  thus  publicly  derided  and  defied  their  Maker.     I  say,  when  we 
consider  this  as  the  case,  and  behold  these  men  writhing  un- 
der the  agonies  of  the  Ikrezina— suffering  beyond  what '^mor- 
tals ever  endured— feeling   the  omnipotence   of  that   power 
which  they  had  so  wantonly  and  openly  defied— tlieir  spirit 
i  withered,  and  their  strength  blasted  by  the  breath  of  the  Al- 
mighty*— that  it  affords  a  picture  wln'ch  no  man  can  contem- 
j  plate  without  terror,  and  which  must  make  the  ipost  profligate 
[  lear,  and  the  most  abandoned  tremble. 

It  was  at  the  close  of  this  bitter  period  of  misery,  this  indis- 
I  cribable  scene  of  horror  and  carnage,  that  the  oflicitil  organ  of 
the  French  government,  along  with  the  29th  bulletin,  outraged 


»  «  By  the  brcatli  of  Cod  frost  is  given,"    Job  xxxvii.  IC 
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ever}'  feeling  of  honour,  truth,  and  humanit\',  in  piloryilig  over, 
and  making  merry  at  its  disastrous  contents.  '"  The  details  con- 
tained  in  it,  (said  the  Moniteur),  cannot  but  aild  to  the  glory 
with  which  the  French  army  has  covered  itself,  in  this  luit 
campaign;  to  the  admiration  of  the  heroic  firumess,  and  ])uiv 
fant  genius,  which  his  ^lajesty  the  Emperor  inspires.  After  hav~ 
ing  vanqubJwd  the  Russians  in  twenty  battles,  and  driven  them 
from  their  ancient  capitid,  reduced  to  uiihes,  our  bj'ave  trodps 
have  had  to  bear  up  against  the  rigour  of  an  excessive  cold, 
and  the  severity  of  an  inhospitable  climate.     There  are  iiw 
pages  in  ancient  or  modern  history,  t!u\t  with  respect  to  noble- 
ness, elevation,   and  interest,  can  be  compared  to  this  mi  inor- 
able  bulletin.     //  is  an  hisloHcal  piece  of  Ike  Jiist  rank."    In 
the  disastrous  situation  to  which  the  French  army  was  reduced, 
♦'  the  genius  of  the  Sovereign  animates  all,  foresees  even/  l/iiip', 
and  prepares  unexpected  resources.     The  enendes,  who  liad 
the  cleinenis  for  their  auxiliaries,  were  beaten  wherever  tlic;' 
appearetl.     The  march  of  the  French  army,  which  had  never 
been  delayed  by  any  dilHculty,  is  a  scries  of  triumphs,  and  the 
operations  concluded  with  a  brilliant  victory,  which  dissipates 
every  fear.*     Wc  have  seen  the  sacred  squadron,  composed  ul 
brave  men,  selected  iVom  among  the  valiant,  preserving  in  tlu- 
iuidst  of  dangers,  that  constancy  and  gaiety,  in  which  men, 
although  by  nature  sufficiently  formeil  for  hartUhoo<l,  are  diji- 
cient ;  and  WG  may  rest  assured,  that  with  such  an  army,  and 
Huch  a  Cieneral,  the  eventual  success  of  the  war  caunot  he  un- 
certain."    '^  The  skilful  foresight  of  the  Empei'or,  which  dives 
into  futurity,  has  providetl  at  Wilna,  every  thing  necessarv 
for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  useful  tor  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  whole  army.     Within  these  three  months,  tlic 
magazines  have  been   filled,  and  easy   communication  exists 
between  the  lines  and  the  magazines  of  the  army.     People  re- 
cently arrived  from  Polaiul,  confirm  this  intelligence,  and  add, 
that  there  are  larger  supplies  of  ammunition,  and  provisions  et 
all  kinds,  in  the  difllrent  magazines,  than  are  necessary  to  sup- 
port the  army  through  the  whole  winter. "f     Magazines  witlj 

•  "  Trembling  and  tuikiug  loud  went  fear."         ■{■  Moniteur,  Dec.  '20th,  i»i  - 
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tvory  thing,  tlurc,  no  doubt,  was;  but  where  was  the  armvi» 
Surely,  iitlie  29th  bulletin  is,  as  it  really  is,  a  hi!^torical  docu- 
ment  of  the   first    importance,    this   extraordinary  narrative 
which  accompanies  it,  also  from  olficial  authority,  ought  to  be 
equally  so;  and,  if  it  descends  to  posterity,  it  must  strike  theui 
wfth  wonder  and  astonishment,  at  the  debased  and  degraded 
state  of  a  nation,  the  very  existence  of  whose  Government  de- 
pended upon  falseliood,  and  a  total  want  of  any  one  fcelinrr 
which  distinguishes  man  iiom  the  brutes  that  perish.     TlS 
history  of  no  nation  can  i)roduce  an  instance  of  sucli  a  desper- 
ate  perversion  of  truth,  and  such  a  total  contempt  of  the  opinion 
ofniitnlcind,  as  is  here  exhibited  by  Gallic  sophistry,  and  Pari, 
;,iim  levity.     He  who  is  extolled  here  as  foreseeing  every  thin/ 
foresaw  nothing.     He  abandoned  tlie  miserable  reinaiiis  of  tlint 
army,    which  liad  remained  faithful   and  obedient  unto  him 
through  dangers  which  no  human  power  cji^  describe.     Who 
pn  tell  the  pangs  of  griet;  shame,  a-id  despair,  which  burst 
from  the  indignant  bosoms  of  the  wretched  few  wliom  his  po- 
licy deserted  at  Smorgonie?  and  whp,  it  was  fortunate  tbr  him' 
jicver  returned  to   France,  us  he  never  wished  th.cy  should' 
Oh!  could  the  expiring  thousands  of  Krasnoi,  or  the  gliastly 
figures  of  the  Berezina,  have  been  transported  to  tlic  banks  of  the 
Stiup;  what  a  tale  of  woe  could  they  have  told-what  a  spectacle 
oi  wretchedness  would  they  have  exliibitcd.     It  must  have  c-ill- 
ed  forth  the  imiignatjon  of  France;  and  a  fate,  very  different 
irom  Elba,  miglit  then  Imve  been  their  Emperor's  doom. 

The  Russian  armies  continued  to  advance  in  an  overwhelm- 
ing mass,  sweeping  every  thing  before  them.  On  the  19th 
J)ccember,  they  entered  Wilna  upon  the  s/,oul<krs  of  thdr 
enemies,  who  were  forced  to  abandon  all  their  magazines  of 
provisions,  clothing,  and  military  stores,  collected  at  an  im. 
mense  expense,  and  to  a  great  amount.  Fourteen  thousand 
rschetwert  of  barley,  5000  do.  of  biscuit  and  flour,*  and  an 
nnniensc  number  of  uniforms,  musquets,  pouches,  and  saddle, 
,^'rcat  coats,  and  other  articles  of  equipment,  were  lound  at 
U  dna,  besides  a  gjeat  doal  in  the  neighbourhood.     Seven 
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,  Dec. '20th.  i8J" 


*  1,052,000  lbs.  barle>,  nnd  1,440,600  Ihs.  bread  and  flour. 
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Generals,  18  staflT  officers,  224  superior  officers,  9517  soldiers, 
and  5];i9sick,  wire  taken  prisoners  in  the  town.  And  from 
tlie  8th  to  the  13th,  168  pieces  of  cannon  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  victors.  A  vast  nnmber  were  also  killed  and  wounded,  in 
tlifiercnt  afi^liirs,  tlie  exact  account  of  which  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain.  Generxd  KutUjofF  and  Tettonborn,  on  the  8th,  took 
]irisoners  the  wretched  remains  of  the  Bavarians,  consisting  of 
12G  officers,  and  2024.  men.  General  Platoff  destroyed  two 
wI)ole  columns,  of  which  he  took  1000  prisoners,  and  the  rest 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Every  day,  every  hour  increased 
the  number,  till  there  were  no  more  to  toke,  or  tor  the  sword 
to  destroy.     The  miserable  remnants  of  tl»e  French  army, 

"  Refuse  of  swords,  and  gleanings  of  the  fight," 

continued  to  fly  to  the  frontiers,  pursued  by  the  Russians,  con- 
stantly in  advance  of  whose  army,  was  the  indefatigable  IMatolf 
and  his  Cossacks.  At  Kowno,  he  came  up  with  them  once  more; 
and,  passing  the  Niemen  on  the  ice,  he,  on  the  24th,  killed, 
wounded,  and  took  prisoners,  including  those  taken  in  the  pur- 
suit, 10,000  men,  most  of  wliom  were  raw  recruits;"*  so  that, 
}>erhaps,  not  a  man,  with  the  exception  of  superior  officers, 
escaped  of  all  that  tremendous  force  which  passed  the  Niemen, 
upon  the  morning  of  that  day  six  months  preceding;  besides 
ma)iy  of  those  who  had  perished,  were  re-enforcements  which 
had  lately  advanced,  and  were  not  included  in  the  original 
force,  and  their  number  certainly  exceeded  whatever  part  of 
the  original  strength  cffectetl  its  escape.  From  Kowno,  part 
of  the  futritives  took  the  road  for  Tilsit,  followed  bv  Wittgen- 
stein,  and  part  for  Wilkowitsch,  followed  by  Platoff. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  advanced  divisions  of  the  Russian  main 
army  took  the  direction  of  Grodno,  from  the  ncighbourhoo'lof 
%vhich,  an  Austrian  force,  there  stationed,  fled  as  fast  as  po.s>ible. 
Tchichngoff  took  the  direction  of  the  upper  Niemen,  and  quickly 
cleared  both  banks  of  that  river.  Schwartzcnberg  and  Regnicr 
now  felt  themselves  in  a  perilous  situation.     TchichagolFs  atnl 

~  "  Conscripts  acd  convaluBcens."     Catticfit'&  dia^atch,  Dec.  32  st,  iSiS. 


other  force 
ened  their 
them  in  fn 
re-enforcer 
the  10th  r 
cipitation, 
duchy  of  ^ 
no  doubt, 
which  they 
cordial. 

Till  the  ( 

at  Wilna,  i 

the  Russian 

non-commii 

pieces  of  ca 

Petersburgl 

work,  as  kc 

there  is  scar 

On  the  2i 

Rritisli  omb 

talents  and  i 

cd  as  a  voli' 

lowed,  with ; 

of  the  Russii 

French.     11 

the  subsequc 

invaderc'  hi 

cnnie  his  cor 

sincerely  re^ 

caused  militc 

mcnt  to  be  ( 

Wilna.     Pci 

ten,  hut  will 

have  fought  ; 

Hiaa  was  vm\ 

all  this  event 

son,  from  wl 

cApcct  v^n  ac< 


517  soldiers. 
And  from 
tlie  hands  oi" 
wounded,  in 
nipossible  to 
the  8th,  took 
consisting  of 
3stroyed  two 
and  the  rest 
ur  increased 
:)r  the  sword 
h  army. 


iissians,  coii- 
gablo  Platoir 
n  once  more; 
24th,  killed, 
n  in  the  pur- 
its;*  so  that, 
rior  officers, 
the  Nicmeii, 
ling;  besidrs 
ments  which 
the  original 
ever  part  of 
Kowno,  part 
by  Wittgen- 
AW 

[lussian  main 
hbourh(K'<i  of 
5t  as  pos-iblc. 
,  and  quickly 
and  Hegnicr 
iliagoiTs  and 

3ist,iSi^. 


I 


151 

other  forces  were  advancing  on  their  left  flank,  and  even  threat-, 
cned  their  rear.  Sacken  ve-enforced,  was  now  advancing  upon 
them  in  front;  and  at  no  distance  from  him,  were  still  further 
re-enforcements,  under  Touchkoff,  who  had  reached  Minsk  on 
the  10th  December.  They,  therefore,  fled  with  the  utmost  pre- 
cipitation, and  gained,  after  considerable  losses,  the  grand 
duchy  of  Warsaw  and  Austrian  Gallicia:  the  Austrians  -h,d, 
no  doubt,  to  be  relieved  from  the  dangers  of  a  campaign,  in 
winch  they  never  were,  nor  was  it  possible  they  could  be°  very 
cordial. 

Till  the  date  of  the  25th  December,  from  the  head-qnnrters 
at  Wilna,  and  from  some  corps  not  so  late,  by  several  days, 
the  Russians  had  taken  41  Generals,  1,298  officers,  167.510 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  prisoners;  and  1131 
liieces  of  cannon;  and  upon  comparing  this  account  from  the 
Petersburoh  Gazette,  with  the  tables  I  have  annexed  to  this 
work,  :is  kept  from  the  official  dispatches,  it  will  be  seen,  that 
there  is  scarcely  any  difference. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  Lord  Tyrconnel,  attached  to  the 
British  embassy  at  St.  Petersburgh,  a  young  nobleman  of  great 
talents  and  exalted  virtues,  died  at  Wilna.     His  Lordship  serv- 
ed as  a  voh-itoer  in  the  army  under  TchichagofF— he  had  fol- 
lowed, u  ith  an  ardour  beyond  his  strength,  this  glorious  advance 
ofihe  Russian  armies,  and  miserable  and  ruinous  retreat  of  the 
French.     H*.'  had  witnessed  the  horrors  ui  the  Berezina,  and  all 
the  subsequent  scenes  of  misery  which  fell  on  the  heads  of  tJie 
invadeix-  but  the  rigours  of  the  climate,  and  the  fatigue,  over- 
riT.ie  his  constitution;  and  he  died  of  a  pulmonic  complaint, 
sincerely  regretted  and  generally  lamented.     Marshal  Kutusoft' 
caused  military  honours  to  Ik?  paid  to  his  remains,  and  a  monu- 
ment to  l)e  erected  to  his  memory  in  the  reformed  church  at 
Wilna.     Peace  to  his  ashes— his  memory  will  never  be  forgot- 
ten, but  will  be  remembered  with  those  of  the  other  heroes  who 
have  fought  and  died  in  the  most  glorious  cause  in  wjjich  ever 
man  was  embarked.     Along  with  tha  Russian  army,  through 
all  this  eventful  period,  was  that  brave  officer,  Sir  Robert  Wil- 
son, from  whose  able  pen   the  world   may,  at  no  distant  date, 
expect  qn  accurate  and  minute  account  of  all  these  momenlous 
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«)perations;  He  Vvns  at  the  liead  of  the  Commissnriat,  in  the 
Russian  ariiiy,  and  in  whicli  situation  he  rendered  the  most  es- 
sential services.  The  Russian  forces  had  never  beibre  been 
supplied  ill  sUeli  a  regular  manner.  By  his  advice  and  direc- 
tions,  through  nil  this  tremendous  struggle^  they  wanted  no- 
thing.  Bonaparte  keenly  felt  ins  services;  and  hence,  in  vent- 
ing his  spleen  against  the  gallant  Rostopchin,  he  could  not  al- 
low him  to  escape,  without  an  observation  of  contemptuous 
anger.  After  Rostopchin  hnd  completed  the  destruction  ot 
Moscow,  "  he  has,"  said  Bonajiartc,  "  been  able  to  consolt 
himself  in  the  society  of  this  English  Commissary,  Wilson.'" 
The  world  would  consider  them  as  very  fit  companions! 

Amongst  the  other  remarkable  events  of  this  year  which  it 
is  now  time  to  notice,  is  the  conduct  of  Sweden.     The  ar- 
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rotrant  domineering  power  of  France,  out  of  her  own  b 
ders,  had  at  last  separated  that  kingdom,  though  ruled  by  a 
Frenchman,  from  the  interest  and  views  of  France.  The  con- 
sequence of  which  was,  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  with  Grca' 
Britain  and  Russia,  which  gave  general  satisHiction  in  Sweden, 
If  Bernadotte  at  that  moment  did  not  join  the  cause  of  RiHsia, 
it  was  merely  from  his  inability  to  do  so,  that  lie  refraiiitd. 
Sweden  was  greatly  weakened  and  impoverished,  from  the  late 
war  with  Russia;  but  above  all,  from  the  loss  of  her  traile,  the 
consequence  of  hostilities  with  Great  Britain.  Shortly  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  by  the  latter,  with  Sweden,  a 
meeting  took  place  at  Abo,  between  the  Emperor  Alei-ian- 
dcr  and  Bernadotte,  the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  the  ties  of  friendship  between  these  person- 
ages were  drawn  closer,  and  Alexander  felt  himself  at  full  liijcrty 
to  withdraw  the  Russian  troops  from  Finland,  and  to  transport 
them  across  the  Gulph  of  Finland  to  the  Dwina;  where,  as  we 
have  seen,  they  rendered  such  important  services;  and,  by  their 
timelv  assistance,  rendered  the  issue  of  the  Russian  campaign 
more  signally  disastrous  to  the  enemy,  than  it  would  otherwise 
have  been.  But  this  was,  after  all,  the  smallest  part  of  die  gooJ 
it  did.     With  Bernadotte  his  enemy,  Bonaparte  was  under  thi 
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necessity  of  keeping  animmense  force  in  his  rear,  all  over  thd  kinrr- 
dom  of  Prussia,  from  the  Oder  to  the  Nicmcn,  where  Augereru 
and  Victor  with  105,000  nien,  were  both  stationed,  for  a  con- 
siderable time,    till  necessity  ..>;  ged  Bonaparte  to  call  them 
to  his  assistance;  but  still  he  durst  not  do  so,  with  regard  to  the 
forces  of  the  former,  till  the  season  was  so  far  advanced,  that  any 
attempt  from  Sweden  was  rendered  almost  impossible,  when  aa 
we  have  already  seen,  this  force  under  Augereau,  came  too  late 
to  render  him  any  effectual  assistance.     Bonaparte  was  well 
aware  of  the  discontent,  which  reigned  amongst  the  people  all 
along  the  southern  shores  of  the  Baltic;  and  that  the  presence 
of  a  Swedish  army,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Oder,  might  have 
Ivindled  a  flame,  wliich  would  have  formed  a  circle  of  fire  in 
his  rear,  through  which  nothing  could  penetrate  to  his  sup- 
port.    The  conduct  of  the  Crown  Prince  at  this  moment,  and 
the  measures  he  took,  were  such,  as  were  alone  sufficient  to 
screen  him  from  those  surmises  afterwards  thrown  out  against 
him,  for  lukevvarmness  and  insincerity  in  the  cause  in  which  he 
had  embarked.     This  was  the  moment,  when  above  all  others, 
he  could  have  rendered  Bonaparte  the  most  effectual  assistance! 
by  attacking  the  Russians  in  Finland,  and  threatening  Peters- 
bur/rh  from  the  west;  while  Bonaparte  advanced  to  it,  as  he  cer- 
tainly at  the  outset  meant  to  do,  from  the  Southwest  and  South. 
Bonaparte  was  aware  of  the  importance  of  his  assistance,  and  of- 
iered  him  every  bribe,  that  he  conceived  would  influence  him ;  but 
the  Crown  Prince  rejected  them  all:  the  giver  and  the  gift;, 
were  alike  objects  of  his  contempt,  suspicion,  and  disregard! 
He  knew  that  the  promises  of  Bonaparte,  were  dark  as  Erebus, 
and  therefore  were  not  to  be  trusted.     The  conduct  of  Sweden, 
though  she  did  not  actually  embark  in  the  war,  was  of  the 
greatest  service  to  Alexander.     Not  that  the  junction  of  Swe- 
den with  Bonaparte,  would  have   insured  the  subjugation  of 
the  Russian  empire— No!  the  spirit  which  animated  Russia, 
would  have  overcome  all  attempts  of  her  enemies;  but  the  neu- 
trality of  Sweden  saved  her  from  greater  distress  than  she  had 
to  endure.     Sweden  also  knew,  that  peace  between  Gi.at  Bri- 
iam  and  Russia  would  ensue,  upon  the  commencement  of  hosti- 

— , »,.^  -^ttvi  j/vrrci  uti..;  iittuti;;  uuu oy  liie exertions 
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and  aid  of  tlic  British  iiiivj',  any  attempt  upon  Finlaiul  would 
be  rcndcri'd  extremely  dan<ferous  uutl  precarious.  Still,  \u)w- 
evor,  even  the  prospect  of  such  an  attempt  x'oiild  have  been 
hurttid  and  discourai^in<^  to  Alexander;  antl  it  was  of  the  ut- 
most consefiiu'iiee  to  liim,  to  be  freed  from  danger  on  that  sidr. 
Ilonce  the  confcrenccw  at  Abo;  and  this  object,  with  visiting 
different  places  of  liisi  empire — animating  his  people,  and  eu- 
courafinir  them  to  resistance,  and  with  his  servants  devibiiiir 
plans  for  contiimed  and  determined  resistance  to  the  proud  in- 
vader, occupieil  the  time  of  Alexander;  during  which  period 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  had  the  hardihood  to  charge  him  witii 
shutting  himself  up  in  his  palace,  safe  from  the  din  of  war,  and 
tar  from  the  miseries  of  iiis  people!* 

In  the  meantime,  tiie  sufferings  and  privations  cf  the  people 
in  Russia,  brought  upon  them  by  their  firmness  a;Hl  patriotism. 
<:allcd  forth,  in  a  lively  manner,  the  sympathies  of  tl.c  people  of 
'Great  Britain.  On  the  17th  December,  a  message  wr.s  brought 
down  frouj  the  Prince  Regent,  to  both  houses  of  Parliament, 
reqHOsting  then,  to  take  into  their  consideration,  the  propriety 
of  granting  a  sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of  the  Russian  people, 
wl,','  h:id  lost  their  all  by  the  French  invasion.  This  message 
\V^f.  tiKjerly  taken  into  consideration,  and  the  sum  of  jt''iOO,()U0 
^if  ih.'cd,  without  any  seiious  opposition.  It  was  indeed,  op- 
pt)f:i'd  by  ^Ir.  Whitbread,  with  this  sneering  observation,  that 
we  ought  first  to  relieve  our  starving  manufacturers;  and  i)y 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  in  his  usual  style,  on  the  grounds,  tiiat 
such  a  demand  was  an  insuli  to  the  people  of  Clreat  Britain, 
By  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  who  were  insulted  by  this 
message,  Sir  Francis,  no  doubt,  meant  those  people,  who  like 
himself,  beheld  no  magnanimity  in  the  character  of  Alexander, 
■who  shut  himself  up  in  his  palace,  safe  from  the  perils  of  war, 

*  "  And  are  we  furfhorto  be  called  upon  to  admire  tliemagHanimity  of  the  F,m- 
*pcror  Alexander,  l)ecause  snff  himself  from  the  perils  of  war,  and  tiiilniicliril  hy  llic 
hand  of  famine;  relirrU  in  A/.v  jirJacc,  he  hore  with  niiequHllcd  fortitude  the  nii'-lor- 
'tunes  of  his  suhjecls.  The  appcid,  Sir,  will  find  miiuy  hearts  in  this  Ihmsi  which  will 
not  vibrate  t(i  it." — Sir  Francis  Burdett's  Speech,  House  of  Coninums,  Dec.  5d,  ISli.'. 
The  greater  vhame  that  there  should  have  been  any  bosoms,  either  in  that  House  or 
out  of  it,  tliat  did  not  vibrate  to  such  an  appeal.  A  bivouaque  'vt  the  Berezina,  or 
a  retirement  to  Elba,  wiis  the  proper  station  for  such  bosoms.  These  would  havo 
taught  them  to  vibrate  in  the  cua&e  of  vruth.  houour,  and  Justice. 
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and  untouched  by  the  hand  of  famine;  and  those  people  who, 
with   him,  beheld   nothing  but  barbarity  and  atrocity  in  the 
character  of  the  llussian  people,   and  the  >aerifices  they  inadf. 
"  I  i^dadly,"  says  he,  "  turn  my  cycA  Horn  a  scene  where  1 
find  iioihinfT  tu  a<hnire,  and  every  tlunir  to  shrink  from;  where 
a   l)arbaroiis   people,  dead  to  one  of  the  most   Siicred  feelings 
wiiich  animate  tlie  bosom  of  man,  brandish  the  torch,  and  de- 
solate tiiat  unhappy  land,  which  they  ought  to  pi-ottrt  or  per- 
ish in  the  attempt."*     Sir  J'Vancis  Bunlett'.s  ideas  must  be  dit- 
forent  from  those  of  other  men,  if  he  could  sec  nothing  to  ad- 
mire in  the  cliaracter  of  the  llussian  people,  or   '        °  i„  ,|)(. 
sacrifices  and  exertions  which  they  made.     No  s>  nalor 

of  Bouajjarle,  or  child  of  revolutionary  France,  ever  said  more 
—ever  said  so  much;  Sir  Francis  mistook  the  place  where  this 
speech   was  deliyercd— it  should  have  been    in    Paris,  not    in,, 
Loudon.     How  such  a  demand  was  an  insult  to  this  country, 
was  an  assertion  which   Sir  Francis  Burdett  might  make;  but 
whicii  was  beyond  the  power  of  his  crooked    logic  to  explain. 
The  very  reverse  of  such  aspersions  is  the  fact.     In  consider- 
ing the  admirable  proclamations  and  dispatches  of  the  llussian 
Sovereign  and  his  Generals,  these  come  hoine  to  every  ho- 
nourable and  noble  feeling  in  the  human  bosom.     In  review- 
ing their  patriotism,  their  courage,  and  their  perseverance,  and 
last,  their  humble  dependence  upon,  and  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  Divine  aiil  and  assistance,  the  mind  which  is  not 
hound  in  ignorance,    and  warped  by  jM-ejudice,    beyond  the 
common  lot  of  man — which  is  not  dead  to  every  feeling,  which 
mankind  have  hitherto  accounted  honourable,  must,  in  thecon- 
(liict  of  the  whole  llussian  Empire,  see  every  thing  to  admire, 
and  nothing  to  shrink  from.     \V:ith  regard  to  Mr.  Whitbread, 
it  seemed  to  be  his  business  to  refuse  to  see,  that  what  the  Rus- 
sians had  done,  was  the  most  certain  way  for  our  manufactur- 
ers to  obtain  relief;  that  Russian  patriotisni,  and  courage  had 
broken  that  gigantic  arm-»  which  had  long  been  the  only  cause 
of  their  sufferings.     Every  battle  wliich  was  fought  in  Russia, 
^vas  also  the  battle  of  Great  Britain;  for  it  was  principally  to 

•  Sir  Francis  liurck'U'?;  Si3ec;:!>,  IJouse  of  Commons,  Dccpml)er  .Td,  181C. 
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iecureher  destruction  that  wery  one  of  tlicse  battles  were  fou^rlit. 
If  Alexander  had  yielded  to  the  demands  of  Bonaparte,  manufac- 
turers and  hibourcrs  would  not  have  been  the  only  sufferers  which 
would  have  been  found  in  Great  Britain.     The  people,  however, 
of  Great  Britain,  were  of  a  very  different  opinion  from  these  gen- 
tlemen.   They  not  only  applauded  the  conduct  of  their  represen- 
tatives, for  bestowing  that  sum  out  of  the  public  purse,  but  they 
cheerfully  opened  their  private  purses,  for  the  relief  of  so  much 
misery,  jind  such  invincible  patriotism.    Large  sums  were  raised 
throughout  the  country,  and  remitted  to  Russia,  where  these 
were  received  with  the  deepest  gratitude,  by  the  Russian  Sove- 
reign and  his  subjects.     On  their  minds,  and  his  in  a  particu- 
lar manner,  it  made  a  deep  and  a  lasting  impression.     "  The 
sympathy  and  cordiality  manifested  on  ihis  occasion,  by  the 
sulyects  of  Great  Britain,  to  his  people  has  made  a  deep  and 
satisfactory  impression  on  the  mind  of  Alexander,  which  never 
can  be  effaced"*     H -  eagerly  solicited  the  British  minister  to 
communicate  this,  to  his  Sovereign  and  to  his  country.     And 
was  all  this  nothing?  Independent  of  the  charity  in  a  worthy 
cause,  one  expression  of  gratitude  from  the  lips  of  Alexander 
•was  worth  it  all.     The  remembrance  of  it  can  never  be  effacetL 
No !  Political  quarrels  may  arise — Alexander  may  be  our  foe. 
But  him,  nor  his  people,  can  never  seek  to  overthrow  our  in- 
dependence, or  pursue  us  with  that  rancoi  jus  and  destructive 
hostility,  which  France  and  her  rulers,  have  done.     No  I  our 
conduct,  on  this  occasion,  exalted  the  British  character  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Russian  nation.     It  relievetl  the  pressing  want  of 
thousands,    whose  sufferings   and  whose   losses  rendered  our 
prosperity  and  safety  doubly  secure;  and  it  afforded,  at  this 
moment,  such  a  contrast  between  our  conduct  and  character, 
when  compared  to  that  of  France,  as  can  never  be  forgotten  in 
llussia — in  a  few  words,  "  which  can  never  be  effaced." 

Of  the  miseries  and  hardships,  which  milhons  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Russia  endured,  we  can  hardly  form  an  adequate  idea. 
Every  thing  that  a  large  proportion  of  them  had,  was  either  de- 
stroyed by  their  own  hands,  or  wasted  by  the  enemy:  so  com- 


Cathcart's  dJspateh,  Kaliscb,  MarihCtli,  1815. 
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pletc  wa,  the  destruction,  that,  from  an  account  lately  publish 
cd  at  Pans,  by  an  officer  who  belonged  to  the  Lnpeil  g t^ 
notlung  was  leit,  e.ther  for  food  or  shelter,  to  the  rear  tf  t 
eneruy  s  army      When,  during  the  day,  they  saw,  at  a  distance 
the  steeple  of  the  village  church-when,  durin:  thosetrry 
mghts  of  uusery  and  horror,  they  heard  its  clock  strike  the 
hours,  they  were  cheered  with  the  hope,  if  not  of  food,  at  leas 
of  s  elter  from  the  bitter  blast-vain  expectation-they  came 
to  the  spot    and  found  the  steeple  standing  amidst  ZoZ 
a   es.     buch  wc-re  the  scenes,  occasioned  by  the  enemy  him! 
elf,  even    to   the  gates   of  Wiina.     When   it  is   said   that 
the  country,    from  Moscow  to  the  Xiemen,  was  rendere     « 
-rt,    .t  ,s  but  few  who  consider  the  extent  of  ZL. 
J  duet     It  IS    no  doubt,  conceived  to  be  something  of  great 
^  jagnuude;  but  the  distance  from  us  drowns,  in  some  degree 
|d,evozceof  the  sorrow  which  there  covers  the  country'with 
mourmng;   and    prevents   us  from  appreciating  clearly    t^ 
jternfic  nature  of  the  picture  exhibited  to  our  view.     Wh„ 
ouever    the  people  of  Great  Britain  are  informed  that  th^ 
Ustance  from  the  N.emen,  atKowno,  to  Moscow,  is  700  miles! 
orcqual  to  the  djstance  from  the  Pentland  Firth  to  the  StraS 
f  ^over;  and  when  U  is  considered,  that  throughout  all  this 
distance,  for  many  mdes  in  breadth,  (in  some  places  100,)  the 
country  was  rendered  a  desert,    and  a  popltion,   perhaps 
ouble  the  number  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Scotland,  o'r  equal 
that  of  Ireland,  were  stripped  of  their  clothes,  of  their  food, 
then,  houses,  and,  in  a  word,  of  their  all,  at  the  commence  • 

happy  land,  appreciate  the  mischief  in  its  true  extent-the« 
2  oven  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and  his  callous  followers,  allow 
.ha    he  case  demanded  not  only  our  pity,  but  our  assistance. 

hlT       V'  *^\^.^^°""*  «^'  ^he  arch  destroyer  himself. 
He  seldom  errs  far  m  his  account  of  destruction.     There  he  is 

t  f  T""?"  ''  "  ''  '°""     "  ^-^  *h--"d  vil- 

|tmp,re.  were  reduced  to  ashes."*     All  the  detached  houses,  of 

•  Bonapart./9  Speed,  to  U.e  Scn.te,  Frbruary  Htb,  1615. 
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fvci'y  description,  upon  the  line  of  his  retreat,  wc  are  informed 
by  both  Russian   and  FicJich  authority,  were  completely  con- 1 
smiiod.     In  several  of  these  towns  the  population  ainoinitcd  td 
10,  and  even  to  15,000.     Amongst  these  were  Maloyaroslavi»z, 
\'ia.sma,  Smolensk,  Orschti,  ]*olot/k,    and  many   others.^    In 
Moscow  alone,    there  wcio  '200,000;    who,  according  to  iho 
enemy's  26th   bulletin,  waiulered  in  the  adjacent  woods,  dy. 
ing  with  hunger,  and  came  upon  the  ruins  to  look  for  soim 
scraps  and  garden  stuffs,  to  live  upon.     Around  the  ciivii- 
ons  of  Moscow,  and  within  the  distance  of  20  leagues,  tlif  j 
2Gth  bulletin  informs  us,  there  were  no  fewer  than  2000  vil- 
lages,  anil   as  numy  country  houses.     Though  most  of  these  I 
<'sc:iped  destruction,  yet  every  thing  in  them,  or  ai'oinul  tlicni, 
lit  for  the  use  of  man,  was  destroyed.  "  The  fire  of  Moscow,  sav<  I 
the  enemy,  consumed  the  labour  and  caves  of  foui"  generations."' 
The  picture,  which  he  here  exhibits,  is  drawn  by  the  baud  of  ,i 
master.     It  is,  no  doubt,  correct;  and  what  a  sum  of  human 
♦iuff'ering  does  the  most  cursory  glance  impress  u|)on  the  mind 
of  the  observer.     Yet,  were  these  loyal  and  patient  sufferers  tit- 
scribed  as  barbarians^  who  possessed  not  one  quality  to  admire;  I 
and  their  iSovereign  stigmatized  as  having  shut  himself  u{)  siuij; 
in  his  palace,  thoughtless  of  their  griefs  and  insensible  of  thtiil 
wrongs.     Posterity  will  load  with  reproach  the  memory  of  tlief 
Briton,  who  at  this  moment,  with  contrary  evidence  of  the  strong- 
est kind  beior"  his  eyes,  could  utter  such  sentiments  as  these. 

But,  to  return  s»b-"''^  ts  our  narrative;  on  the  side  of  UigHij 
the  enemy,  who  heUl  the  town  of  Frederickstadt,  from  whence  J 
lie  made  inroads  into  both  Livonia  and  Pskov,  was  dis- 
lodged from  the  same,  on  the  16th  November,  by  SOOOl 
men  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Lewes,  ami| 
Major  Jalistratow,  &c.  After  an  obstinate  resistance,  in  whicli 
the  enemy  lost  a  considerable  number  of  men,  killed  and  wound-I 
c<l,  and  an  ineffectual  attempt,  by  Macdonald  to  relieve  it,  tliol 
j)lace  was  captured  v,ith  the  garrison,  consisting  of  800  liavaiir 
ans,  and  all  that  part  of  the  country  cleared  of  the  enemy. 
The  river  Dwina  being  now  frozen,  and  it,  with  the  morassisj 
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in  front  of  the  Russian  positions,  by  that  means  rendorcfl  pas- 
sable  for  cavalry;  Macdonald  took  advantage  of  this  circuin- 
I  stance,  to  pass  over  a  force,  in  order  to  secure  his  right  ilank 
■  iio.u  the  Russians  close  into  Riga,  and  also  harass  the  rear  o'f 
the  troops  before  it,  now  commanded  by  the  Marquis  of  Paluc- 
ei.    After  severe  actions  on  the  15th  and  Ifitb,  in  the  latter  d' 
which  the  enemy  lost  400  killed  and  wounded,  he  was  foiled  in 
bis  intentions.     The  Russian  loss  in  these  affi.irs  was  nearly 
m  men  killed  and  wounded.     These  were  the  last  efforts  of 
the  enemy    at  this  place.     Macdonald,    who  lingered   some- 
time longer  before  Riga,  in  the  same  state  of  stupor  in  which 
liis  master   had    lain   at    Moscow,    learning,   at  len-rth,    the 
sorrowful  and  alarming  tidings  of  the  miserable  fate  of  the 
grand  army,  and  of  every  thing  that  was  advancing  to  its 
assistance,  conceived  it  full  time  to  consult  his  safet"y.     He 
fled  from   Riga  in  all  haste,  and  took  the  direction  of  Til- 
^\t  upon   the   Niemen.     As  eager    as   his   master,    to  secure 
his  personal  safety,  he  left  the  Prussian  troops,  in  his  rear,  ex- 
posed to  the  attack  of  any  Russian  force  which  mi.rht  be  fol'low- 
ingthem.     On  the  26th,  he  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
lilsit,  and  found  it  in  the  possession  of  the  Russians.     Their 
advanced  parties,  however,  under  General  Kutusoff;  consistina- 
prmcpally  of  light  cavalry  and  Cossacks,  were  unable  to  oppose 
hisnKu-ch,  and  they,  inconsequence,  fell  back  upon  Wittrren- 
^tein's  force,  which  was  rapidly  advancing  to  their  assistance, 
li.  •      meantime,  however,  the  road  being  left  open,  Macdou- 
••!  advantage  of  it,  and  fled  in  all  haste  towaals  Konincrs- 

berg,  with  only  5000  men.*  The  advance  of  Wittgenstein Tn- 
.erceptcd  the  retreat  of  the  Prussian  troops,  under  General 
D'\ork,  who  very  readily  entered  into  a  convention  with  the 
Russians,  to  desist  from  all  hostilities,  and  remain  in  safety 
till  "  subse(jaent  events,  the  consequence  of  negotiations  which 
me  to  take  place  between  the  Belligerent  powers,  will  decide 
their  future  tate."f 

The  friends  and  admirers  of  Napoleon  affected  not  to  under- 

•  Kutusoft's  Journnt  fVom  4th  to  lOtli  Jauuiiry.   181 J 
t  D' York's  Letter  tpMscdonald,  Tuuroggen,  December  30ih,  181-2. 
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stand  the  meaning  and  intentions  of  this  convention;  but  Bon> 
parte  knew  it  well;  it  filled  him  with  rage  and  anguish.  The  issue 
of  the  Russian  campaign  was  beginning  to  make  its  appearance  in 
consequences  that  could  not  be  mistaken,  and  which  staggered 
the  resolution  of  the  keenest  votaries  of  French  invincibility. 
The  treachery  of  General  D'York  filled  the  mouths  of  the 
Fi'ench  orators  with   fine  subjects  of  threats  and  declamations, 
5n  order  to  call  forth  the  passions  of  the  French  people.     Eiiir. 
land  was  stated  to  be  the  agent  which  had  occasioned  this 
mischief.    A  conscription  of  350,000  men  was  demanded  to  pun- 
ish this  treachery,  and  to  guard  against  any  other.*     It  was  the 
effect  of  this  example  which  alarmed  him  most.    He  knew  that  he 
was  no  longer  thfc  same  object  of  terror  that  he  was  six  months 
before  at  Gumbinnen;  and  though  Regnaud  de  St.  Jean  de  Ang- 
ley  laboured  with  all  his  servility,  and  oratorical  flattery,  to  con- 
vince Europe  that  he  was  so,  a  very  large  portion  began  to  ques- 
tion the  truth  of  D'Anglcy's  assertions.     "  By  that  genius,  says 
D'Angley,  which  has  accustomed  France  to  conquer,  the  enemy. 
forced  from  all  his  posts,  repulsed  in  every  combat,  vanquished  iu 
every  battle,  has  been  forced  to  abandon  his  capital  to  the  victor; 
but  he  gave  it  to  the  flf.mes,  which  have  almost  reduced  it  to  ashes. 
From  thence  the  necessity  of  this  ^f/or?o?«  retreat:  a  retreat  where- 
in we  have  not  been  detained,  nor  disheartened  by  the  asperity 
of  the  climate,  the  early  severity  of  the  season,  and  its  unusual 
rigojr.     When  the  29th  bulletin  of  the  grand  army  shall  at  once 
astonish  and  reassure  France,  the  information  of  its  losses  unveil- 
ed to  the  nation,  with  so  much  enei'getic  simplicity— with  such 
a  manly  confidence — will  awaken  in  all  Frenchmen  a  feeling 
of  the  necessity  of  repairing  them,"  &c.     Branding  D'York 
with    every  thing  that    was  infamous,    the  orator  continued. 
**  but  our  forces,  our  means,  and  our  military  resources  art 
immense.     Exteriorly   Austria,    and   our    other  allies,    shew 
themselves  affectionate  and  faithful."     But  yet,  they  may  do 
as  D'York  has  done.     Therefore,  "  it  is  necessary  to  rt-un- 
ite  proportionate  resources,  even  superior  to  t)ie  dangers  which 
prudence  discovers.     That  which  was  yesterday  suflicient  tor 

*  Conservfltive  SpnatQ—Bassano's  Report  January  9th,  1815s 
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the  security  of  government,  is  to-day  found  to  be  deficient  in 
lorcHiglit.      Nc^v  events   have  created  new   wants;    unforeseen 
conjunctures  require  unexpected    sacrifices.      The  manoeuvres 
and  nitrigues  of  England  liave,  over  the  Continent,  fortified  and 
raised  up  «  numerous  societies,  under  the  names  of  tmth  of  na- 
ture, &c.  &c.  or  under  other  tides  less  ridiculous,  preaching  hat- 
red, insurrection,  and  disobedience  against  every  Sovereign,  the 
fnend  of  I<  ranee,  of  Peace,  of  the  Continent."*     Yes,  England 
under  the  name  of  truth  and  the  language  of  nature,  conth.ued.* 
without  tear,   to  speak  her  sentiments  to  the  world.     "  She  had 
saved  herself  by  her  firmness,"    and  both    D'Angley  and  his 
master  tnteriorlij  knew,  that  she  would  «  save  Europe  by  her  ex- 
ample." "^ 

Meanwhile  the  Emperor  Alexander  had  left   PetersburKh. 
and  arrived  at  Wilna.     His  presence  there,  he  conceived  ne- 
cessary, to  quiet  the  fears  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  preserve 
them  from  any  harsh  measures   which   might   otherwise  have 
been  taken  against  them.     But,  even  before  his  arrival,  Poland 
was  freed  from  alarm.     «'  Fear  not,  says  KutusofF,  even  though 
false  conceptions  and  a  momentary  delusion  have  seduced  some 
among  you,  their  future  conduct  may  yet  erase  their  faults;  for 
the  compassion  of  his  Imperial   Majesty,  my  most  gracious 
Lord,  IS  boundless;  and  as  for  me,  who  am  for  ever  bound  by 
happy  ties  to  the  province  I  have  formerly  governed,  to  me  it 
gives  new  life,  to  be  by  Providence  appointed  the  organ  of  so 
much  good."t     No  Davoust's  or  Vandanmie's,   no  Soult's  nor 
Sucliet's,  were  to  be  found  in  the  Russian  army,  io  cover  Wil- 
na with  scafFclds,  or  her  people  with  mourning.     Oblivion  and 
forgiveness  were  the  words  of  Alexander.     In  his  presence  Po- 
land shook  off'  her  fears,   and  raised  her  hands  to  bless  him. 
The  presence  of  the  Russian  Sovereign  and  his  brave  Gene- 
rals, diffused  joy  and  gladness  where  fear  and  consternation 
reigned  before.     Wilna  became  a  scene  of  rejoicing  and  festi- 
vity.    The  Russian   Generals,   and  their  troops,   received   the 
'^■ell  merited  and  sincere  thanks  of  a  grateful  Sovereign.     Rc- 

D'Angley's  Address,  Senate,  January  14tli,  1815. 
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wards  and  honours  were  heaped  upon  them  all.     Kutusotl"  \vas 
raised  to  the  rank  of  a  Prince  of  the  Russian  Empire,   by  tl;c 
title  of  Prince   Kutiisoft"  ISnioiensko.     He  was  also  decorated 
with  the  military  order  of  St.  George,  by  the  hand  of  his  augihf 
Sovereign.     But  that  was  not  all.     The  Emperor,   to  shew  still 
more  his  gratitude,  and  to  commemorate  to  latest  posterity  the 
deliverance  of  his  country,   which   this  gallant   General   had 
achieved,  took  from  his  Imperial  diadem  the  brightest  gem  it  con- 
tained,  and  in  its  place  substituted  a  small  gold  plate,  on  which 
wjjs  engraved  the  word  Kutusqff:     A  greater  tribute  or  hifrli- 
er  honour  the  one  couhl  not  pay,  nor  the  other  receive.     Witt- 
genstein—the  gallant  Wittgenstein,  was  not  only  promoted  to  a 
liighcr  rank  in  the  army,  but  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  Count. 
Wittgenstein  had  no  fortune.     Alexander  knew  it.     Before  he 
left  Petersburgh,  he  gave  a  grand  entertainment,  in  one  of  the 
Imperial  palaces  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  which  the  lady  of 
this  brave  officer  was  invited.     There,  in  the  presence  of  the 
whole  company,  the  Emperor  declared  that  she  was  hencefor- 
ward mistress  of  the  palace,  and  every  thing  belonging  to  it,  as 
a  mark  of  gratitude  from  the  Sovereign  of  that  Empire,  the 
Capital  of  which,  the  bravery  of  her  husband  had  saved.     Every 
one  was  rewarded  in  his  station,   for  all  had  done  their  duty. 
By  command  of  the  Emperor  a  silver  medal  was  struck,  on 
which  was  engraven  the  ever  memorable  year  1812,  and  distri- 
buted  to  eveiy  Russian  who   was  engaged   in  this  campaign. 
«*  This  year  of  glory,  said  the  Emperor,  is  fled  j  but  your  heroic 
deeds  will  remain  for  ever.     Suspended  from  a  blue  ribband,  this 
honourable  badge  will  ornament  the  manly  breast,  that  impene- 
trable shield  of  our  native  land.     The  enemy  must   tremble 
when  he  beholds  it.     He  will  feel  that  under  this  silver  shield, 
glows  unconquerable  valour,  not  leading  to  avarice  or  impictvi 
but  which  rests  its  firmest  grounds  in  holy  religion,  and  in  the 
unmixed  love  of  our  country."* 

Though  now  the  depth  of  the  severest  winter  which  had  been 
known  for  many  years,  the  Russian  army  contimied  to  advance. 
The  greatest  part  of  the  army  crossed  the  Niemen,  part  marcii- 


Alexander's  rroelamaiiou,  Tuhtymy  17th,  ISIS. 


163 

ing  upon  Warsaw,  and  part  ui)on  Instcrburgh  and  Konlngs- 
berg.     Tlic  French  army,  if  such  it  could  be  called,  iricluding 
the  reinforcements  whicli  had  at  difTcrent  times  joined,  or  ra- 
ther were  joining  it,  fled  before  tiiem.     At  Koning^berg,  and  its 
ncighbourliood,  near  9000  men  were  made  prisoners.     On  the 
Gth  January,  this  city,  the  capital  of  East  Prussia,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Russians.     Soon  after  Maricnwerder,  Elbing,  &c. 
shared  the  same  fate,  glad  to  be  relieved  from  their  oppressors.* 
Wherever  the  llussians  came   they  were   welcomed  with  iin- 
ffigncd  joy,  and  received  as  deliverers.     Along  the  whole  line 
of  their   advance,    they   continued   to   make   many  prisoners. 
From  the  25th  December  to  the  date  of  passing  the\'istula,  up- 
on the  13th  Jan.  upwards  of  40,000  men  had  been  taken.     The 
Austrian  force  had  abandoned,  or  were  abandoning  in  all  haste 
the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  and  taking  up  their  quarters  in  Galli- 
cia.    Regnier,  with  the  Saxons  and  Poles,  and  what  Frenchmen 
remained  of  his  corps,  also  fled  from  that  Duchy,  and  took  the 
direction  of  Posen.     Leaving  a  force  before  the  fortified  towns, 
the  Russian   army  advanced  across   the  Vistula,   without  any 
thing  to  oppose  them.     Arrived  at  Posen,  Murat  resigned  tlie 
command  of  the  J'rench  army  into  the  hands  of  the  Viceroy, 
"who  possessed  the  entire  confidence  of  the  Emperor,  and  who 
was  more  accustomed  to  a  grand  administration."*     A  grand 
administration  it  was,  with  a  vengeance,  where  there  was  nought 
to  administer.     A  king  «« of  shreds  and  patches."     The  29th 
bulletin  had  informed  us,  that  before  the  arrival  of  the  French 
fugitives  at  Wilna,  and  five  weeks  previous  to  this  period,  it 
was  with  the  greatest  difficulty,   that  they  could  muster  COO 
horses  in  the  whole  army,  to  form  a  sacred  squadron  of  four 
troops  of  150  men  each,  to  guard  the  person  of  the  Emperor. 
Kutusoif's  Journal  of  the  6th  January,  also  informs  us,  that  at 
that  date,   only  about    1500  men  remained  of  the   Imperial 
Guards,  who  had  suffered  less  than  any  other  part  of  the  ar- 
my.    It  was  obvious,   therefore,   that  the  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  French  army  would  not  be  a  difficult  task.     The 
truth  was,  that  Murat  marched  home  with  all  speed,  lest,  in  the 
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nieHndmc,  tlic  Russian  ro/r/. should  hnvo  rcaclioil  fo  Xaplo-s  and 
Jest  England,  whose  spirit  was  felt  wherever  the  billows  llowed, 
should  have  aUo  scattered  societies,  "  under  the  names  of  fmtl 
and  nature;'  &c.  on  the  coasts  of  Naples,  ns  she  had  done  on 
those  of  Germany.  The  French  Marshals,  one  by  one,  niailo 
their  appearance  :n  Paris;  and  some  of  them,  viz.  Davoust, 
Ney,  anil  the  Viceroy,  having  nothing  else  to  do,  took  up  the 
pen  to  contradict,  point  black,  the  Pctersb.irgh  Ga/elte,  and 
the  pithy  (h'spatches  of  KutusofF  atul  Ph.toft;  which  recorded 
the  defeat  and  surrender  of  their  different  divisions.  Nothin^r 
now  lonuiincd  to  oppose  the  advance  of  the  Russian  armiiJ 
through  the  kingdom  of  Prussia.  Leaving  them  for  a  sliori 
tmie  employed  in  this  manner,  and  organizing  plans  of  the 
greatest  importance,  let  us  turn  our  attention,  for  a  moment, 
to  collect  into  a  short  compass  and  connected  form,  tlie  leading 
features,  tlic  mighty  consequences,  and  the  terrible  losses  occa- 
sional by  the  campaign  now  closed. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  account  of  tlus  campaign,  I 
endeavoured  to  state  the  strength  of  the  French  army  M  a- 
gainst  Russia,  and  it  will  be  seen,  from  the  subsequent  tables, 
that  It  has  not  been  exaggerated.  I  shall  here  only  alter  Victor's 
reserve  from  45  to  50,000  men,  as  it  more  probably  amounted  to 
the  latter  than  the  former.  This  will  give  for  the  whole  forcclcl 
against  Russia,  620,000  men.  From  a  paper  found  at  Moscow, 
in  the  house  of  Messrs.  Thomson,  Rowan,  and  Co.  British  bank- 
ers,  which  was  occupied  as  the  Chancellene  de  VEtat  Mar-  of 
the  French  army,  at  the  hc.d  of  which  was  Berthier,  it  appears 
that  the  total  strength  of  the  French  army  was  616,500  men. 
This  number  is  1,500  more  than  the  number  stated  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  work,  and  3,500  less  than  I  now  state  it.  The 
authenticity  of  the  paper  was  not  doubted.  Indeed  it  is  proven 
to  be  correct,  from  the  accounts  of  the  losses  which  it  states  the 
French  army  sustained,  which  correspond  with  the  Russian 
accounts  to  a  great  degree  of  accuracy,  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
references  accompanying  the  tables.  It  also  agrees  with  *he 
tables  I  have  made  out,  in  the  leading  particulars,  viz.  in  the 
total  strength-in  the  number  of  Poles,  viz.  60,000  j  and  in 
the  number  engaged  at  Boro('ino,   viz.  180,000.   with  other 
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Pi<>ci„m..,io„  from  I'rin?^;"  !  ,"""  «">•<»»  ™™.  A 
known  exac.lv  .he  „,,,ir     ■^'"™'f '•■"''"S.   wHo  mnst   have 

"W„,,  which  ma*  5  0  000    rr*  "■"°™""S"' -0,000. 
valrv,  which  p,,.-     ,  ,.    '"'""O  ellcclive  men,  inlanlry  a!,d  ci 
•  ^  "'""''  ""»""    "'  "-  *>™on.  I  „m'hor,,c  on" 
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by  tlir  following  proclamntion  of  the  Emperor  Alexander,  dat- 
fd  Wii  i.i,  Jununry  fith,  1812:  "  From  20  different  niilioiis, 
fliislicd  with  success,  /lal/  a  million  of  soldiers,  infaiihy  and  la. 
valri/,  nccompunied  by  ir.OO  cannon,  entered  our  territory." 
In  that  tiiritory  tlic  enemy  was  reinforced  by,  at  least  60,000 
Poles,  accordinjr  to  his  own  ollicial  statements,  and  it  is  prol);)- 
blc  that  the  number  was  much  greater,  as  the  ministers  oi'  the 
craiul  Dueiiy  oF  Warsaw,  in  an  address  to  the  king  of  Saxony, 
dated  Warsaw,  I)oeend)er  1st,  1812,  expressly  declare,  that  diir- 
in"  that  year,  to  that  date,  they  hail  raised  in  that  Duchy  alone, 
^sisoo  men  for  the  grand  army;  of  these,  25,000  were  only 
called  out  on  the  1  Ith  November.  I  have  stated  the  number 
of  tffcctivc  French  troops  carried  into  Russia  at  305,000  mcii, 
and  in  this  I  am  also  borne  out  by  the  very  first  authority, 
'riic  Crown  Prince,  in  a  proclamatii.n  dated  Oranienburfi;li, 
August  15lh,  1813,  says,  "  Misfortunes  against  which  lie 
(P,o"i..parte),  did  not  deign  to  provide,  fell  upon  their  heads, 
and  300,000  Inndmm  jmis/icd  upon  the  territory  of  a  Great 

Empire,  Bic." 

Wliere  the  number  of  killed  is  mentioned  m  the  Kussini 
dispctclics,  without  stating  the  wounded,  1  have  estimated  llie 
latter  in  Uic  proportion  of  three  to  one.  In  this  I  have  ft  • 
lowed  the  authority  of  the  enemy  himself,  who  expressly  states, 
his  loss  at  Borodino  to  have  been  10,000,  of  which  txvot/dnh 
icere  xwuvdcd;  and  although  he  underrated  that  loss,  in  tlic 
proportion  of  six  to  one,  yet  he  was  perfectly  correct  in  the 
proportion  between  the  killed  and  wounded;  for  the  paper  re- 
ferrcd  to,  as  found  at  Moscow,  which  makes  the  loss  about 
fiO,000,  expre!,sly  states  two  thirds  as  the  proportion  between 
the  killed  and  wounded;  and  the  llussian  accounts,  whicli 
felatc  his  loss  at  60,000,  estimate  by  the  same  proportion,  both 
in  the  loss  of  the  eromy  and  in  their  own.  At  Smolensk, 
lionajiarte  estimates  the  proportion  at  four  to  one,  I  have  cho- 
sen three  to  one  as  the  fairest  average  throughout  the  cam- 
paign;  and  in  which  I  include  only  those  wh..  were  severely 
wounded,  mid  thereby  obliged  to  leave  the  service  for  some 
time;  and  not  the  numbers,  who,  though  they  were  wouiulc.1, 
vet  were  so  in  such  a  MiglU  degree,  as  not  to  deprive  the  armv 
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of  their  scrvic^.      In   the    Russian  campaign,    the    nun^hor 
wouncc.1  were  fewer  .„  proportion  than  in  any  other,  bc.a.se 
the  aefons  were  of  the  most  nn.nierous  description,  and  the 
«)n,bHtants  fought  hand  to  hand,  and  not  with  dist.nt  eannon- 
a(h«g,  or  long  range  of  n.usquetry.     I„  the  Russian   aturns 
.  .0    are  not  mcludcd  the  numbers  either  of  the  siek  or  wound- 
.Hi  which  were  taken  prisoners;    in  almost  every  dispatch,  the 
lormer  is  expressly  excepted:  these  n.ust  have  i^een  great,  -n.d 
we  know  from  many  dispatches  were  great,  ami  from  the  situ- 
at-ono  tlnsarn.y,  arul  the  sufferings  it  nnderuent,  30,000  is 
certanily  not  too  much  to  allow  for  this  nmnbcr,  as  hohur  dlher 
taken  by  the  Russians,  or  that  perished  from  this  cau'se.     In- 
deed, but  very  few  of  those  taken  could  survive  the  diseases 
b.-ought   upon  them,   by  the  extreme  hardshij.s  and  n.iseries 
which  they  had  undergone.     The  nu..,ber  of  troops  who  were 
not  upon  the  s.ck  list,  but  who  were  cut  off  i>y  the  excessive 
ngours  of  the  season,   cold  and  h-.^cr  alone,  was  very  great, 
and  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than    45.000.     It  has   alreidv 
been  shewn,  that  from  accounts  published  by  an  officer  of  tl.o 
enemy  s  army  who  was  present,   that  he,  even   at  the  time  l,e 
wrote,  under  the  iron    sway  of  Bonaparte,  ad.nitted  a  loss  in 
^.s  way  of  30,000     between    Smolensk   and    Wilna    alone. 
Vith  these  observations,  I  shall   now  proceed    to  shew  in   a 
sliort  compass,  the  enormous  losses  sustained   l,y  the  enemv 
and  also  the  authority  from  which  I  have  taken  it.     The  Rus- 
mn  accounts  are  borne  out  by  the  most  mujucstionable  and  ir- 
resistible  evidence,  and  it  is  only  astonishing,  considering  every 
circumstance,  that  they  have  been  able  to  be  so  accurate:-- 

Jbslrad  oj  French  loh  from  Russian  accounts. 

Main  army  under  Bonaparte 240.000 

Lost  till  battles  at  Smoles.sk. 23200 

I)o.   at  battles  of  Smolensk,  .*.'.'       20,000* 

— 3S,200 

Carryover     201,80  J 
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Brought  over,     201,800 

Left  at  do.  ami  on  the  Dne4)er,  under 

Doinbrowski    20,000* 

20,000 

*  »— — — — 

Left  Smolensk,  ••      181,800 

Lost  from  Valenthia  co  Borodino,  1>300 

18O,5O0f 
Lost  at  Borodino,  (KutiisolT's  dispatch,  1  Itli  Sept.)        60,000^ 

EfFective  force  carried  to  Moscow,    12O,500j 


Colonels:  23  Lieut.    Colonels;   2  Majors;   402    officers  and  sul)alterns;    1J,392 
Serjeants  and  privates — Total  14,042. 

Battle  of  Vaienfina—l  General  of  Division  killed  ;  4  Generals  of  Brigade  killi-a 
or  wounded;  8  officers  of  the  General  Staff;  516  c.fficers;  8422  suijeants  and  pri- 
vates— Total  8,751.     Grand  total  at  both  places  22,7yl, 

The  French  force  round  Smolensk,  was  222,000.  Tlie  13th  bulletin,  as  has 
already  been  noticed,  inadvertently  admits  this,  and  the  following  article  (onlinm 
it.  Paris.  Sept.  2d,  "  More  than  200,000  men  have  passed  the  Dwiiialwtween  i'o. 
Iotr.k  and  Witepzk.  The  Emperor  is  ivitu  this  army.  Another  i-onsiderable  cor(a 
under  the  Prince  of  Ekmuhl  has  passed  the  Dneiper  at  Mogillicff." 

«  Journal  del'  Empire,  Oct.  lllh,  "  There  is  in  Lithuania,  a  Polish  corps  nf 
15,000  infantry,  and  4000  eavah^-,  opposing  the  Russian  General  D'Oertill,  about 
Bobrunsk,  &c. 

t  By  French  documents  found    at  Moscow,  there  were  engaged  at  Borodin* 

viz.  Iiifantiy,'.^-**'.-^-'*     1  55,000 

tJjivalrV)  ■v*'*^*'v*'%'v%.       3.3,000 

Horse  Cannoniei-s,  2,000 

Foot  do.  »»»»-..v*»-~         2,500 


180,500 


\  Lost  in  the  Battles  of  Borodino,  accordii.fi  to  documents  found  at  Moscoir. 
Rattle  of  Uie  5th— 1  General  of  Brigade;  2  Colonels;  G  oHicers  of  the  Gtiieial 
Staff;  45  officers;  4341   scrjeants  and  privates— Total  4395. 

Battle  of  the  7tli— 17  Generals  of  Division;  22  Generals  of  Brigade,  57  Colo- 
nels; 14  Majors;  105  Chiefs  of  battalion  and  squadron;  17  ofliiiers  of  tlio  (icii- 
eral 'staff;  13ti7  subaltern  officers;  50,876  privates— Total  52,475.  Grand  total, 
56,870.  Tho  grand  total  at  Borodino  and  Smolensk,  by  tliese  accounts,  is  7li,(;t;4 
The  Russian  accounts  make  it  80,000,  being  only  336  almvc  the  other!! 

§  The  papers  of  the  Vrencli  Commissary  General,  wl'o  was  taken  prisoner,  slated 
the  nuivber  provisioned  at  Moscow,  to  have  been  120,000,  ejjicient  men.  l.oril 
CaUicart's  dispatch,  Pcteriburgii,  November  11  Ui. 


1  subalterns;     13,39-2 
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T  »*wii    u    J    .        ^,^  Brought  forward, 120,000 

Lost  till  abandoning  of  Moscow,  33000* 

Carried  from  Moscow "sj;;^ 

Reinforced  by  part  of  Victor's  Reserves,  35  qoo 

Do.  by  polish  levies,  ...„ ;;""     ^^^^^ 

Remain  to  dispose  of  from  Moscow  to  Krasnoi,  ...     leToooT 
Lost  from  Moscow  till  Ney's  defeat,  105*000 

«7       1  J                J       ,     .  57,000 

Wounded  recorered  and  rcjomed  till  Kiasnoi, go,000  § 

T    .  t      •  ,  r  77,000 

Lost  by  sickness,  fatigue,  and  cold,  till  same  date,  35,000|| 

Remained  after  batHes  of  Krasnoi, ~4200d~ 

Reinforced  by  remains  of  Dombrowski's  corps,  ...         16,000 
Do.  do.  Oudinot's  and  Victor's,  35000 

Carryover, 93,000 

•  PeUreburgh  Gazette.  Oct  23d.  TTie  occupation  of  Moscow  had,  to  the  date 
rf  the  latest  accounts  from  it,  cost  Bonaparte  30,000  men.  At  Petersburgh.  at 
<^me.  they  had  not  heard  of  the  battle  of  the  Narm  nor  cf  man,  skirmish^  be- 
fore  the  evacuation  of  the  capital._The  Russian  Gazette,  suted  his  loss  at  lOOO 
men  per  day,  upon  an  average,  for  the  period  he  held  Moscow. 

t  Lord  Cttthcart's  dispatch.   Nov.  Uth,  states,  the  force  at  this  tlm^.  to  have 
been  85,000  effective  men. 

t  The  Polish  levies  from  the  time  raised,  could  scarcely  have  reached  Moscow 
but  they  must  Lave  joined,  and  were  marching  to  joib  (see  Russian  Journal  from' 
3dt.ll  d,e  13.h  October,)  the  different  parts  of  tU  army  around  Smolensk,  and 
jeyond  It;  and  consequently  these,  or  an  equal  number  of  Victor  and  Dombrow., 
kis  corps  must  have  remained  to  join  Uie  Grand  army  in  its  retreat. 

§  The  24th  bulletin  says  "  all  our  wounded  had  left  Smolensk,  Minsk,  and  Mo- 
gulieif.  J  great  number  are  restored  and  have  ryoinad  their  carpi. ' '  before  that  the 
'bounded  must  have  exceeded  100,000.  Those  wounded  in  the  retreat  must  hava 
iwnshed  or  been  taken. 

(I  The  number  lost  by  sickness,  fatigue,  and  tlie  severity  of  the  cold,  previous 
to  the  battle  of  Krasnoi.  could  not  have  been  less.  A  great  number  of  tlie  sick  were 
taken  m  Moscow,  private  accounts  say  15.000.  In  the  hospitals  at  Mojaisk.  j^q 
died  daily,  and  die  Russian  dispatches  gave  no  enumeration  of  tliese. 

V  6 
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Brought  forward, 93,000 

followers  of  all  descriptions  added  to  the  ranks,  &c.       50,000* 

Collected  from   Krasnoi  to  the  Berezina,  ...     143,000 
Lost  from  Krasnoi  to  the  Berezina 57,000 

86,000 
Suppose  from  Krasnoi  to  the  Berezina,  by  cold, 

famine,  sickness,  and  fatigue,  10,000  f 

Remain  to  meet  Tchichagoff, 76,000t 

Lost  at  the  Berezina  in  killed,  wounded,  and  pri- 
soners alone, 20,000 

56,000 
Reinforced  by  the  Reserve  under  Augereau,   60,000 

Force  to  dispose  of  from  Berezina  to  the  Vistula,         116,000 

Lost  from  the  Berezina  to  "Wilna,  45,100 

Sick  in  Wilna, 5,000 

By  cold,  famine,  and  fatigue 20,000§ 

70,100 

45,900 
Lost  from  Wilna  to  the  Niemen, 10,OOOi| 

Carry  over, 35,900 

*  'Hit'sc  would  be  placed  in  the  ranks  as  their  services  tn  their  diflPerent  depart- 
ments ceased;  many  of  them,  however,  were  artillerymen,  Sec.  &c. 

f  I  estimate  this  loss  merely  upon  conjecture,  but  in  proportion  to  the  time  and 
condition  of  the  army,  it  could  hardly  be  less. 

\  Tcliidittj^off *s  dispatuli,  Nov.  59th.  says  about  70,000  men,  composed  of  troops 
who  hud  not  suffered  much,  and  provided  both  with  artillery  and  cavalry;  with 
these  there  must  have  been  sick,  and  followers  of  various  discriptions. 

§  Tchichagoirs  dispatch,  Dec.  11th,  says,  his  army  caused  Bonaparte  a  loss  of 
50,000  men,  from  the  Berezina  to  Wilna,  several  tlioitsnnds  of  which  only  wore 
priKoners.  The  Russian  .Founir'  from  8th  to  the  ir5th  Dec.  states  the  number  of 
prisoners  taken  by  him,  at  8,000.  A  great  part  of  the  remainder  must  have  bum 
killtid  and  wounded — the  rest  dead  from  the  cold. 

H'  Killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  alone. 
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,..      143,000 
...       57,000 


in- 


86,000 


1 0,000 1 
76,000t 


20,000 


..... 

56,000 
60,000 

» 

100 
000 
,000§ 

116,000 
70,100 

45,900 
10,000  II 

35,900 


eir  diflferent  depart- 

&c. 

ion  to  the  time  and 

composed  of  troops 
{  and  ciivalry;  wiili 
ptions. 

Bonaparte  a  loss  of 
of  which  oidy  wore 
states  the  number  of 
ider  must  have  bwll 


171' 

„  .  e       ,  .    '  Brought  forward .,1.900 

Reinforced  by  remains  of  Macdonald's  corps, ^4,600 

Lost  from  the  Niemon  to  tlie  Vistuht, 41  000*     ^^'^^^ 

Allow  for  cold,  famine,  and  fatigue,  do.  do.       s'ooof 

— — 46,000 

Remains  of  Schwartzenbcrg and  Ilegnier's  corps,  l\fm] 

Total  remaining  force "IT^iT 

Off  these,  deduct  Austrians  separated  fron.  tiie 

enemy,  

•^  21,000 

Total  remaining  for  the  field ~50o" 

Detached  Corps. 

Oudinot,  &c.  opposing  Wittgenstein,  .,.     60,000  ' 

Add  cavalry, 

•'*  10,000 

T«»i      T-        1      .„  70,000 

Lost  by  French  tdl  24th  November, , 50,000 

Carry  over, 20,000 

*  In  this  nnmher  is  included   18,000  Prus.slans  who  capitulated.     Macdonald'. 
;on.sn    that,i„,e.  was  stated  in  the  Freuch  papers  at  ,-0,000.     Russian  J  unl 

^rX^l^.  -^-'--^"'  -'"'"-"  ^yll-'i^lefs   division,    «.«;. 

t  For  this  I  have  no  official  data,  hut  it  must  have  heen  considerable. 

»  Tl>e  number  of  fugitives  which  passed  Koninfrsherg,  westward,  were  255  Ge. 
"'r!i''  f  •' ^"''"'^^'^'  "•''*"  C'«l'»"'"«  ""'J  T.ieute.,a,>ts;  and  .'6,950  privates-  about 
fc^flOOof  whom  were  wounded  and  siek-Total  32,5H:  hut  11,000  were  t-,ken  in 
KonntRsl-erg,  and  hctwee.i  that  town  ar,d  the  Vistula,  and  some  of  the  remai.tder 
*cre  of  the  latest  reinforcements  received  from  Germany. 

§  Russian  Journal  from  20th  to  30th  Jan.  1 8 1 5,  states  Reg.virr's  corps  aft^r 
bi'iiig  separated  from  the  Austrians.  at  G.ooo  P,,I..,  ■  9  KQn  s^.,,,,.. ...,.,,  .„„  ,',       ", 

-Toud  10,000.  ■     .  '     '^  ^•'""  ^•"■"'■'' 
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Brought  forward 20,000 

Reinforced  by  part  of  Victor's  reserve,  ♦••  15,000* 

Remain  to  join  main  army, 35,000 

Schwavtzenberg  and  Regnier's  corps  in  Volhynia, 60,000 

Lost  by  Russian  accounts,  till  18th  November, 29,000 

Remain  at  time  of  separation, 31,000 

Macdonald's  corps  before  Riga, 30,000 

Lost  till  Prussian  defection, .» 5,400 

Remain  to  join  Grand  army 24,600 

Dombrowski's  corps  on  the  Dnieper,  &c.  ....; 20,000 

Lost  by  Russian  account  till  1st  November, 4,000 

16,000 


General  abstract  of  French  forces  led  against  Russia. 

Total,  560,000 

Poles  deserters, 20,000 

Do.  Levies,  «. - 40,000t 

Carryover, 620,000 


*  Wittgenstein's  dixpatch,  Nov.  1st.  after  this  period,  all  Victor's  operations  were 
direutud  in  unison  with  the  grand  army. 

I  "  Six  rogimonts  of  infantry  and  four  regiments  of  cavalry  are  just  ordered  to 
t)f  raised  in  Lithuania,"  €th  Mulletin.  These  Regiments,  as  after\vardi>  mentionud, 
made  a  force  of  18,000  infantry  and  4,000  cavalry.  The  Diet  of  Poland  also  on 
Ctjth  Oct.  dccrci'd  a  new  levy  of  40,000.  Further,  Leipsic,  Nov.  H/A,  SS.OOO  con- 
f  crii'ts  have  just  licon  ordered  out  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  1 8,000  of  whom 
will  be  ready  to  juiu  the  Grand  aimy."     i'aris  jiajien.     lu  an  address  to  the  King 
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16,000 


St  Russia. 

),000 
),000 

>,ooot 

),000 


tors  operations  were 

f  are  just  ordered  to 
llerwards  mentioned, 
it  of  Poland  also  on 
IV.  \Mi,  25,000  con. 
aw,  1 8,000  of  whom 
address  to  the  King 


17s 

Brought  forward, 620,000 

One  fifth  wounded  rejoined,  .„„.,...., 20,000 

Grand  total, ...„ 6t0,000 

General  abstract  of  losses. 

Killed  and  wounded 278,500 

Prisoner.s  including  Prussians, 221,000 

Dead  by  cold,  „ 40,000 

Sick,  taken,  or  dead,  during  the  campaign,       35,000 

Total  loss, 574,500* 

Itemaiti. 

Garrison  of  Dantzic,  20,000 

Remains  of  united  armies 14,500 

Do.  of  Regnier's  corps, 10,000 

Do.  of  Austrians,  21,000+ 

640,000 

Thus  it  appears,  that  out  of  the  prodigious  force  of  620,000;): 
elFective  men,  with  which  the  enemy  had  set  out  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  conquering  Russia,  there  only  remained  at  the 
end  of  six  months  65,000  men ;  of  these  20,000  abandoned  his 

of  Saxony,  dated  Warsaw,  Dec.  1st.  tlie  ministers  of  that  Duchy  declared,  that 
tliey  had  raised  during  that  year,  78,000  men  for  the  Grand  army.  So  that  the 
Polish  levies  are  certainly  here  much  underrated,  as  are  the  reinforcements  also, 
which  joined  Bonaparte  throughout  Russian  Poland,  in  tliis  most  disastrous  cam- 
paign; and  great  as  the  losses  were,  tliere  can  hardly  be  a  doubt  but  tliat  these  ex- 
ceed tlie  present  estimate. 

'  Deducting  18,000  Prussians  which  capitulated,  and  the  wounded  which  recov- 
ered and  rejoined,  the  actual  loss  by  the  sword  and  the  climate,  is  554,000  lueu,  in 
the  short  space  of  6  months ! ! — 

t  The  Austrians  were  probably  more,  as  they  received  repeated  reinforccnicnt',; 
but  then,  these  if  noticed  ut  all,  ought  also  to  be  enumerated  in  tlie  total  numlH;rs 
led  agiinst  Russia.  Accarding  io  the  Vienna  Gazette,  Oct.  7th,  four  regiments  cf 
infantry  and  one  of  cavalry,  by  order  of  tlie  Aulic  Coimcil,  were  ordered  to  march 
from  Hungary,  and  jo'n  Scliwartzenberg;  these  must  have  been  at  least  10,000 
men.  Other  reinforcements  were  also  sent.  The  I'russianB  were  also  reinforced 
to  their  full  compliment.  So  that  the  loss  of  the  troops  under  Macdonald,  must 
have  been  greater  tlian  the  Russian  dispatcher  referred  to,  have  stated  it. 

t  "  lie  has  lost  .".n  army  of  h.-.H"  n  million  of  eqierience-i  warriors," — Wiftgen- 
aein's  Proclamations,  Berlin,  March  \6ti),  1815. 
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cause,  20,000  were  cooped  up  in  Dantzic,  and  reinforced  by 
10,000  more,  where  they  could  be  of  little  use,  and  only  about 
15,000  remained  In  the  field  to  opjMJse  the  justly  enraged  ar- 
mics  c^'tiic  Russian  Empire;  and  even  these  remaining  were  di,. 
organized,  without  clothing,  food,  ammunition,  horses,  or  artil- 
lery, and  worn  down  with  fatigue,  famine,  and  defeat,  in  the 
middle  of  a  northern  winter. 

Suspicion  has  been  attempted  to  be  thrown  upon  the  Rus- 
sian returns  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  enemy.  I  cannot  see 
wherein  this  is  well  founded,  and  would  just  ask  which  of  tlie 
parties  is  most  to  be  credited;  whether  is  it  the  power  which,  in 
one  instance  in  particular,  acknowledges  a  loss  of  40,000  men, 
as  Russia  did  at  Borodino,  while  at  the  same  time  she  stated 
the  loss  of  her  antagonist  at  60,000;  or  the  other  power,  whicli, 
through  the  whole  of  this  dreadful  campaign,  states  his  own 
loss  at  only  28,000,  and  rates  that  of  his  victorious  antagonists 
at  217,000?  It  must  be  obvious  to  every  person  which  of  tlie 
parties  is  most  to  be  depended  upon,  independcit  of  the  exiict 
manner  in  which  the  different  Russian  accounts  correspond 
with  each  other,  and  the  whole  united,  with  the  force  which  was 
led  against  that  Empire.  Had  the  Russians  intentionally  be- 
gun a  system  of  exaggeration  in  their  returns,  and  carried  it 
on  as  the  enemy  did,  they  would  soon  have  far  exceeded  tlic 
number  of  the  French  led  against  then,  whereas  their  accounts 
still  come  short  of  it.  If  from  the  commencement  this  system 
had  been  continued,  and  after  all  their  returns  had  agreed,  as  we 
sec  they  do,  with  the  number  which  all  accounts  agree  wercled 
uivainst  them,  and  which  remained  at  the  end  of  the  campaign, 
then,  in  the  language  of  the  Journal  de  Paris,  ♦'  we  must  ac- 
knowlcdiio  that  the  Russians  have  strange  combinations!" 
Very  diflLrcnt  were  the  accounts  of  the  enemy,  formed  as  those 
were,  for  the  purpose  of  deception.  By  looking  into  hitj  bul- 
letins, it  will  be  seen  that,  by  the  time  he  got  to  Moscow,  lie 
had  destroyed  the  whole  army  which  he  allowed  the  Russians 
to  have  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign,  while  ho  had 
not  lost  a  sixth  part  of  his.  He  finished  the  army  of  his  op- 
ponents at  the  time  ho  concluded  the  cnmnnipn  was  closed; 
and,  had  the  sun  oi'  Austerlitz  not  set  at  Borodino,  his  account; 
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would  have  been  accounted  perfectly  correct.  Of  the  num- 
bers which  perished,  300.000  were  Frenchmen,  and  the  re- 
inainder  chiefly  from  Poland.  Italy,  and  the  states  which  form- 
ed  the  Contederation  of  the  Rhine. 

That  the  Russian  accounts  of  the  loss  sustained  by  their  ene- 
mies IS  as  correctly  stated  as  possible,  the  following  is  a  con- 
vmcing  proof  But.  first,  it  must  be  observed  that  all.  or  near- 
ly  all  the  dead  n.  the  various  bloody  battles,  down  to  the  date 
of  the  evacuation  of  Moscow,  in  October,  were  buried  before 
the  winter  set  in;  and.  therefore,  cannot  belong  to  the  numbers 
.nthe  following  table.  A  commission  was  appointed,  by  the 
Russmn  government,  in  the  different  provinces  where  the  ene- 
my  had  passed  in  his  retreat,  to  have  the  dead  bo<lies  collected 
and  burnt,  before  the  spring,  to  prevent  pestilential  diseases 
being  engendered  by  their  putrid  remains.  The  Petersburgh 
Gazetteofthe  20th  April.  1813.  contains  the  following  oflicfal 
report,  from  the  Governors  of  the  different  provinces,  who  were 
appointed  for  this  purpose.  The  destruction  of  the  dead  bo- 
ies  of  men  and  horses,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  which  fell  in 
attle.  or  perished  with  cold,  and  had  not  been  committed  to 
the  earth,  were  at  the  respective  dates  and  places,  viz. 

Gmmments  of       Date.  Men,  Horses 

t^r""' '"^  ^^'^  ^"^ *-^'7^* 27.849  burnt. 

.^^'"f to  nth  March....    1,017 4,38*    do. 

I  t™'r    • ^"^  ^'^  ^'''''^^ 71,735 51,430    do. 

,  ^'"^'^ •••  to  15th  Jan 18,797  2.746    do. 

Do  remauied.  do.     do 30,108 27,316  to  be  do. 

^^"""'  to  5th  March,  ...  72,202 9,407  buried 


Total, 243,613 


123.132 


Exclus,ve.    continues  the  Gazette.  «  of  many  others,  either 

Lurned  or  buried,  of  which  no  account  was  taken.     The  s'r  I 

e.  measures  were  also  taken  for  destroying,  before  the  approach 

of  «pnng,  the  dead  bodies  that  were  afterwards  founcl  in  the 

I  nvers  or  woods."     No  doubt  many  more  were  afterw....  fol^nd 

l»lKU  the  snows  were  dissolved,  and  the  rivers  free  from  ice' 
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Those  found  in  tlic  government  of  Minsk,  were,  principally, 
round  the  iiital  banks  of  tlie  Berezina— wlmt  havoc  and  ruin! 
In  turning  our  attention,  for  a  nionieut  to  the  above  document, 
we  find  it  confirmed  in  a  striking  manner,  by  the  accounts  )t 
the  enemy  himself.  For  instance,  the  number  of  horses  found 
dead  in  the  government  of  Smolensk,  was  51,000.  The  28th 
bulletin  says,  in  a  few  days,  at  the  beginning  of  the  cold,  they 
lost  3000  horses  from  its  severity;  and  the  29th,  tliat  in  a  few 
days  more  the  loss  was  SO.OOO  more,  all  in  the  gm-ernment  ot 
Smolensk.  The  deail  bodies  found  in  the  province  of  Mos- 
cow,  were  all  those  who  fell  in  the  destructive  combats  round 
that  city,  at  the  river  Nara  and  Maloyaroslavitz,  &c.  Those  in 
the  government  of  Smolensk  were  those  which  perished  from 
the  first  effects  of  the  cold,  and  all  the  destructive  battles,  from 
that  of  Viasma  to  those  of  Krasnoi.  Those  in  the  government 
of  Minsk,  from  the  loss  after  the  assembling  of  all  the  reserves, 
which  formed  a  new  and  better  equipped  army,  and  which  fell 
at  the  Berezina,  and  in  the  advance  to  it;  and  those  in  the  go- 
vernment  of  Wilna,  were  the  numbers  cut  off  during  the  awful 
retreat  through  that  government,  which  has  been  already  de- 

scribed. 

We  are,  however,  told  by  those  who  decry  every  effbi  t  thai 
has  been  made  against  tyraimy  and  oppression,  that  the  Rus- 
sian accounts  arc  falsehoods,  because  these  say  that  they  have 
destroyed  more  than  wius  in  the  whole  French  army,  and  still  a 
strong  force  remained.  But  that  is  said  only  by  those  who  set 
down"tlie  force  of  the  enemy  at  300,000  men,  when,  in  fad,  it 
was  double;  and  which,  if  those  men  would  attend  unto  the 
statements  of  the  enemy  himself,  was  more  than  dtuible,  and 
which,  before  Russia  entered  into  the  contest,  was  fully  believ- 
ed and  loudly  echoed.  "  What  madnes  and  folly  to  nsist  a 
power  which  has  one  million  of  men  in  arn;s,"  say  these  people; 
but  once  resist  him,  anil  beat  them,  and  then  what  a  tiiflc; 
they  immediately  find  out  he  had  scarcely  250,000  men! 

"  Half  his  strcngtli  lie  put  not  forth,  but  cUcck'd 

His  tliunder  in  mid  volley." 

But  suppose  that  the  Russians  Jiad  said  that  they  had  de-tro;- 
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ed  80,000  more  than  they  do  state  to  have  been  destroyed,  or 
that  tlic  ch'niate,  sickness,  and  liiligue  had  done  so  for  tlicin,  still 
their  accounts  are  correct;  and  allowing  that  these  equalled  all 
the  effective  force  which  entered  their  territories  at  Hist,  and 
that  after  all  a  considerable  force  remained  i  still  that  does  not 
invalidate  their  statements,  because  40  or  50,000  men  must 
have  followed  this  immense  army,  for  various  purposes,  and 
who,  as  their  services  bccaTno  unnecessary  in  their  different 
departments,  uould  be  compelled  to  fall  into  the  ranks,  and 
make  up  for  the  numbers  of  the  regular  forces  which  were  lost. 
Besides  all  this,  the  aiuicxed  notes  will  shew  that,  independent 
of  the  vast  force  at  first  marched  into  Ilussia,  the  enemy  must 
have  received  very  considerable  re-enforcements.* 


•  Florence,  May  Uh~-»  11,027  infantry  and  1,517  cavalry,  Neapolitan  troops, 
passed  this  place  for  the  grand  an-ay."— French  Papers. 

Ldimc,  Jul,,  IC— "  Numerous  forces  are  traversing  at  Uiis  moment  the  country 
between  the  Oder  and  Vistula,  for  Uie  armies."— il/onrttur. 

Paris,  Aug.  1 1.—"  We  arc  informed  a  re-enforcement  of  20,000  Austrian  troops 
have  arrived  at  Tomassow  in  Poland."— /'rencA  Papers. 

"  Witliin  these  eight  days  Uie  9th  regnnent  French  infantry,  14th  hussars,  3000 
Piedmontaisc,  and  5000  oUier  men  have  passed  Uirough  Strasburgh;  20,000  more  are 
expected,  who  are  to  embark  upon  the  Rhine,  and  afterwards  march  for  the  grand 
army." — Abeille  du  Nord,  Aug.  4. 

Berg,  Aug.  20.— "Within  Uicse  last  eight  days,  10,500  men  have  passed  this 
town  as  rc.enforcements  to  the  grand  army."— Jjurnal  dc  l'  Empire,  Sq>t.  8. 

Berlin,  Aug.  25.—"  We  daily  see  arrive  and  depart  from  hoiico  French  and  AiU- 
ed  troops." — Moniteur. 

Dresden,  Aug.  26 — "  The  passage  of  French  and  AUicd  troops  through  the  Sax- 
on territory  for  the  grand  army,  has  lately  been  very  considerable.  During  some 
weeks  more  than  16,000  have  passed,  among  whom  were  Swiss  and  Neapolitans. 
Some  Saxon  regiments,  whicli  weie  in  different  garrisons  in  our  kingdom,  have  like- 
wise set  out." — French  Papers. 

fnina,  Sept.  20.—"  Troops  to  complete  the  different  corps  pass  through  this  place 
daily.  We  have  seen  within  these  ten  days,  19,000  pass."— /u«rna/  de  l'  Umpire, 
October  17. 

Vienna,  Oct.  7.—"  By  order  of  the  Aulic  Council,  four  regiments  infantry  and 
one  of  cavalry,  are  ordered  to  march  to  re-enforce  our  armies  in  Poland."— Fif«. 
na  Ga-^ettc. 

Wanaiu,  Oct.  12. — "  We  every  day  see  re-enforcements  proceeding  to  the  army 
of  Prince  Schwartzenberg.  Marshal  the  duke  of  Castiglione's  corps  has  marched 
for  Wilna,  where  it  will  not  be  long  in  arriving."— IfunjteMr,  i'8M  and  29iA  Oct. 

Z  6 
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Nor  liflH  the  bnitc  creation  escapal  this  awful  scourrro  of 
Imman  ambition;  at  least  190,000  horses  for  cavalry  and  other 
purposes,  must  have  accompaniecl  this  vast  army,  almost  all,  if 
m)t  all,  of  which  must  have  perished.  M.  Montesquieu,  in  his 
Expose  of  the  state  of  France  for  1814,  states,  that  thecal,,^ 
paigns  of  1812  and  1813,  in  the  North  of  Europe,  cost  France 
alone  230,000  horses.     What  nnist  it  have  cost  the  oth.r  iia- 


irarsaw,  Oct.  17.-"  Ycsteixlay  3000  men  passed  for  tl.c  grand  anTiy_*vcry  day 
soino  |,„ss  ••— /^nvic-Zi   Pnpert.  " 

P.srn,  CO.  I8.|,_..  On  the  I4tl.  and  15th  we  have  a^ain  seen  3414  men.  and 
also  scvoml  rpj?imcnts  pass  for  tlie  army."_^n,vs  Papers. 

irarsnv.  Oct.  ai.— I'roops  from  Ca.tiglione's  army  «re  daily  arriving.-"  n,-u 
con^.H,  their  march  without  stopping"  to  rc-enforce  Prince  Schwartzcnber^  «l,o 
will  soon  be  superior  to  tlie  enemy.— F/v»rA  Pipers.  " 

M^anau',  Nov.  2.-"  On  the  4th  ,ve  shall  have  20,000  men,  12,000  of  whom  wiU 
be  Ircnch  (.encral  Loison  is  to  join  his  reserve  to  the  Duke  of  Tarentmn  -- 
French  Papers. 

"  800O  Bavarians  are  on  their  march  to  join  the  grand  army.  They  pass  through 
Saxony  and  Silesia"— ,/u»,-„„/ ,/,,/.„„•,,,  jvr„y.  ,4_  * 

/.ev;,.«V  A'u,,  I4_"  10,000  Bavarian  troops  have  passed  through  Saxony,  tojoin 
General  Ure<le  (on  the  Dwina.)  i.;.c/».va.«  of  the  /ir.t  contingent  of  the  Saxon  ar. 
my,  iO,o0O  ,nen.  .-,„a  IVince  Maximilian's  regiment  of  infunfy.  all  under  the  Dulce 
ol   Cast,gl,onc,  there  has  been  sunt  two  regiments  of  infantry,  one    regiment  of  «• 

lf2t  ""'"'  "f"^""'^"-     '"'^•^"  •""""'"'*  ■^^""^»-  --» ••"  Saxon, 

an3  ^ways  ready  to  march  and  suppl,,  „e,icicncies,  the  last  transport  of  IO,(K» 
m  re  e  „„  ,.e  7th  October,  to  join  the  7th  con,."-^,.,.,.,  ^  „„,  .Z 
others,  loo  tedious  to  mention. 

100o;;;r'''''"'M   tl,e  statements  of  .he  enen.y  himself,  as  already  enumerated, 

.'?V7"'^ ''"  ''■"'"  ^'""•'""■' '  '•  ^"y^-  "  '^'^ '""'^  f'^™  Wilna,  V  .w, &. 
t     t  ,he  d.v.s,o„s  of  l)„rc.,e,  Lagrange,  Ac.  Sec.  united,  form  ,20.000  men  o   re 

d  ,!  t .  H  '""'  """'''"'"'  ""^""^  »  '""'^'•*'  "»>-ing  strength,  an    re„. 

';;!  :i;i7  •""^''  ^-^^'"^  '^  ""-^^  •-  -'-  ^^  -^  -"« — ~ 

I  shall  not  dispute  the  amount  of  tho.e  re-enforcements,  very  p,x,baWy  corrcor 
but  beg  to  call  t  e  reader's  attention  to  the  words  in  rtalic,  as  shlrg  the  .  ,7  • 
o  t ,  once  n..ghty  French  am,,  only  the  ,,.,.„..  of  three  corps,  Jththe...,,. 
a  V  of  lT7  ^nstr,ans,  were  then  to  he  founa  of  it.     Not  a  word  is  said  .,. 

an,  of   ho  others.     ^^  hat  a  d.fierent   arn.y  this,  to  that  which  the  same  paper  b„.>,. 
<-<  stood  nearly  en  tlv  same  ground  i«  April  preceding! 
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tions  under  her  conlronl?  pel.:,,.,  as  many.  „ntl   .ho  n.-ealcr 
proportion  of  these  were  lost  in  Kussiu. 

To  have  bestowed  upon  the  va.t  nun.bcr  of  nu-n  ahove-.nen. 
tu,nc«d  the  usual  (p.unlity  of  ani.nal  food  allowed  to  nn  arnu' 
ho.u  the  22d  June,  the  date  of  the  2d  b.dletin,  (ill  ,he  2d 
hepten.ber  a  week  after  they  entered  Moscow,  (i„  all  I'i 
weeks.)  and  which  we  may  fairly  p.vMnne,  they  di<l  ^r^t  un.il 
ll.a    period  pretty  re^rularly,  wo.d.l   .v,,uire    1I,0(k,  I^Uk-I. 

an  220.000.he.,,,addtol,.istlK.„.nlber.wantonlvd;l^^^ 
ahhatpenshc^  lor  v^a"t.  and  what  the  opposin.  annv  uu.'.t 
have  consumed,  and  see  v  l.at  a  sun.  of  drvastntion  I        * 

'J  he  quantity  of  p,.ovisions  and  exp.nces  fo.-  the  same  time 
walxnit  countn.fT  any  tl.in^.  lor  the  periods  belo,v  or  after,  n.usj 
have  been  cno.n.ous.     J.'or  these  1.  weeks  alone  it  would    e 

<ju.re   .0,000,000   lbs.  of  bread,  2,3,000,000  lbs.  of  con,     .    . 
4*  000  oon  IK.      •  1  .  "'3.  oi  coil),   ntul 

*.000,()00  lbs.  wnie  and  ^rroceries,  for  the  troops:   1  .^:i.(,oo.,  uo 
-    on,,  and  205,000,000  lbs.  hay.  for  the  horses  aid  cattle" 
lotlns  add  artillery,    carriages,  powder,   nuisket  and   cai.iu, 
balls    (.0,000  of  the  latter  were  spent  in  one  day.  bvon  "  " 
at  Borothno  alone,)  all  of  which  were  brought  by  the    invule 
from   the  rear,    as    the  Russians  destroyetl   evei-y  thin,   the, 
could  not  carry  away,  and  the  whole  expence  of  this  cam^ttign 
on  he  part  ot  the  enemy,  will  fonn  a  sum  altogether  incredible 
and  perliaps  exceeding  -^i'.iO.OOO.OOO  sterlin--. 

In  the  short  space  of  six  (we  may  almost  s:.y  fbrr)  months, 
we  have  seen  the  fn.est,  best  appointed,  and  n.ost  niunerous  ar- 
my  the  world  ever  saw,  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth-  for 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  principal  ofhcer.,  not  -'i  ves- 
tige of  the  original  army  remained.  Even  of  those  taken  pri- 
soners  very  few  could  survive,  except  to  drag  on  a  short  period 
ot  wretchedness  and  miseryj  and  thus,  from  the  banks  of  the 

WO.OOO  human  beings  have  bit  the  dust  in  a  few  monlhsj  and 
hall  tuat  t.umber  of  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  bn.te  creation 
cover  those  fatal  fields.  When  the  mhid  re/hx-ts  fbr  a  m<„.u..t 
>'l'""  tlH>  miseries  and  sorrows  which  accelerated  their  iUll.  and 
"h.duenainated  their  existence,  it  discloses  a  scene  so  temble 
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th*it  ft  must  a,->p-  .  c    .  firniest  mirps.   and  fill  the  mo.si  unfed, 
in^  tu4>r(  with  s*,m>v   * 

8uic«e  th*  clajs  of  Xerxes  no  civilized  nali(jn  tvrrbroiiglit  such 
fl  /«'tlVi«lablc  army  into  the  field,  u.id  since  his  diiys,  or  even  bi- 
J))IV  f  best,  i.one  was  ever  sij  <  omplctely  ruined  and  destroyed 
in  ««•!»  jshort  spaec  of  time.  i\(.r  is  it  t«.  the  niiinher.s  alone 
we  nm4  l'>uk,  but  thr  offectivo  stren^Hh  of  fhh  well  appointed 
and  dibcipluiwt  uriuy,  the  Hower  and  pride  ot  the  youth  of  Ku- 
rope,  \vlu\Ii  perished  in  a  few  months  j  and  those  veteran 
legions  which  tarried  blood,  dcstrnetion,  and  subjugation  over 
the  fairest  part  of  the  civili/ed  «otld— who  seated  the  iisinpcr 
upon  his  resplendent  throne,  disappeared  like  a  fog  before  ihc 
Northern  ji;alc,  |  and  left  not  a  vestige  behind. 

Hut  say  his  friends,  it  was  not  the  Russians,  but  the  elements 
which  van(iui..li(d  him  at  this  time.  But  who  eompellod  liiiii 
to  expose  himself  to  these.?  Was  it  not  the  Russians?  if  mn 

*  Tlx.  cc.duct  of  lionapartc  and  tho  futo  of  his  anny,  was  so  irko  that  of  Cam. 
byscs  ...  his  expedition  :.;,minst  the  !■  thiopians.  that  I  ca>mot  help  transc.ibi..«  i,  ,. 
rfcoi<)(<(l  !iy  liolliii,  vol.  lM,  pa-o  "oo. 

'In  the  nu.anti,nc  Caml.vM.s  .narchod  forwar.l,  hk.  a  n,a,!man,  towards  ,I,e 
I.th.op.ans,  notwi.hMaruUng  his  hcin^'  dostitu.e  of  all  sorts  of  provisions;  ,vl,i.h 
(p.alviy  caused  atcr.ihio  funiino  in  his  anny.     H,-  had  still  .i,no.  says  lIoi„,l».us 

10  r.n,..,ly  tl.iscvil;  /„„   On.l.,;..  „:„aa  lu,rrth.,.,l,nia   U ,„„;,.,„  i„,e  ,,nUU 

P.uu  lu.  n„dcrM,.>;,,  and  thodore  ho  pi-o-'micd  in  his  expedition.  At  first  his  ir 
n.y  was  nNh^cd  to  live  „p„n  herhs.  roots,  and  leaves  of  „ees;  hnt  nmn'o^.  after«:,„K 
.Mlou,oui,try  entirely  l.a.ren,  they  ,ure  rednce.l  to  the  necessity  „f  e.,i„.  .i,,,, 
.easts  of  ■.nrde...  .\t  last  they  we.e  In-ou^httosueh  aeruel  extrc.nity.  as  to  l,cM,b. 
^^;ed/„,„/.m•„«o^'.^■r;  every  tenth  man.  upon  whom  the  l,.t  fell,  hjin-r  doomed.,, 
ser.easn,eatforhiseon.panio..s,  a  meat,  s.ys  Seneea,  nn.re  cruel  and  renible  ,b„ 
l...,,,Me  .tse.f ; 'liccunu,  v>'-n.:,uc  J\,rliti,  c/inu-nlum  Mu,rrn,U  fhrnv  .uem.s.  N„,. 
u-.ths,,„.d,ng  all  th.s  the  King  still  persisted  in  Ins  design,  ,„•  raU.cr  in  Us  „„„/„,.,, 
..0/  ..»l  the  ni.ser.ble  c.esolation  of  his  amiy  .nake  hin.  sensible  of  his  error  \'m 
^.  length  bc.M..,.ing  to  get  afraid  of  his  own  person,  he  orde.ed  them  to  rc,„rn 
)ur.ngainh,s  dreadi'.l  famine  (who  «ould  believe  it?)  there  was  no  abatena,.  .f 
.l.lu-.c.es  a.  h,s  table  and  ean,e!s  were  still  reserved  to  carry  his  kitchen  furni.nn, 
and  the  .ns.rumen.s  of  his  luxury  .f  S.rral.anUr  itU  nUerim  ..u.rosa,  are.,  ,:>  in,n.. 
,urn:a  ri,u/.rn.  n.nuUs  vc/.,l.u.Uur,  cum  JortiraUur  nulitcs  ,ju.  >juis  ..uaU paoJ, 
qms  ihjiis  iiivcret,  ^        t         i         < 

t  "  Fair  weather  ce::ct!i  out  of  the  North."     Job  x.vxvii.  2'2. 


m 


"D.      ,.?..  .re,  2a 


t  Ditto,  fiitto. 


the  mo8t  unfed- 
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so.    what  though    Moscow  was    bcco.no  ,,„    »  u„M>;,  n 
■"«/•••     «a.s  not  the  finest  ,)r„vi„cc.s  of  fl...   M      '!'''''\'>>f"f>l' 

open  tohL.  n-t «: Liir:; '^r "-'  ^--4,'- 

did  ho  not  takethon  .',;,""       '''''"  "•'-'--'  -'-y 
nof  fight  and  beat  it"     If  "'"'^  "''f'"^^''  '""'.  ^vhy 

army  round  Paris  w„t  „rovi„„„,>  V, 'r  1,    '    k    .  V'    ''  ■"' 

1-  .id   .k,n„p.,„„  i„„,„.   Uu,»,,'      w     ;  „'„7,:  ••'■  P'"- 
(kmii  liHiratli  lii, /;«_<. ,    „,  ,  ""*"  "ol  lo  brat  her 

I  ,.,'  ,    •'"^'••'ral]a<i  i'si.tchc>. Ova- Kiiroiv'"*    t>- i 

"-i-on"?t:^:::;ir::;t:rr'^^ 
'^■ivcdto,,etheiea.tofthet.oevn:t,::,;':rn:;:7^^^^ 

I'llENCIJ  OITICI.^L  RinuilXS. 

Freriili  J,o«s.  Russij.,  T 

iiussijii  Z.oss. 

liatile  or  BuUctui.  3  -3  g  vi        ?      "c 

<i!i  Biiilftiii, ,*».»,^„,,  ^  i<  "  is  Pi 

jtli  Do.  ■"•^•'»— »»^xv^^»^»»..^^^^^^^^^^  ■_  100         i.otK) 

Clh  Do.  ilfductiiy  loluifrtMo                                   "  ''^  <iO 

bi'iiigiiicludcil,  (</).»»^^^»^^^^^^^^^                   ^  siibrtj 

:<i.and8th  Do ™^       ,J"  10            sonu-  j,)., 

l-.h  Do , •«<'  (6)  , „7(X)  ,,570 

10.hDo.O,Uov„o,(,/; ""K.t.rns  (,,)  „„o^,  , 

-^1''.="'-';^^ :zr:  'Z    '"  '-'^  >--- 

^.('00  J, 100 

Cn,r/edo,a;       2,«Jo  6<)        T^^     ~7~7 

"'  i^^'  >       13ullp,in  Ui.y  make  ti.e  total  prisoners  o qoo 

ry   J.lusn..i..l,erinci,ules.^()Otl.eUuIlefi„su.  u.    '.    * 

(O  Tlus  „un,Ler,  .ays  th«  Dulletin  2  '        "'"     ""  '^'"""• 

f-'VOO  .o«OOprilers;!-:„;;;:V '"'''"''«  ^'"'"""0  -unded,  a.d 


:[f  P 


1i  •■    ■>'.■'   i 
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ttamely,  to  run  the  hazard  of  perishing,  by  the  cold  of  tlic  Russiat. 
•winter,  rather  than  to  encounter  the  spear  of  the  indefatigable 
Cossack,  or  the  arm  of  the  indignant  Russian.     There  was  no 
calculation  about,  or  dread  of  Russian  frosts^  when  he  thunilir- 
ed  forth,  and  his  admirers  echoed  after  him  his  impious  declama- 
tions at  Gumbinnen,     "  Fate  drags  them  on,  let  their  destinies  be 
fulfilled;  the  peace  which  we  shall  conquer  will  be  its  own  guar- 
antee."    Such  was  the  lanjccuacje  of  this  self-sufficient  Parisian  tv- 
rant,  in  the  ears  of  an  astonished  world.    Why  should  Xerxes  be 
laughed  at,  by  posterity,  for  upbraiding  the  Hellespont,  and  Na- 
poleon escape  scorn  for  niDre  notoriously  endeavouring  to  ex- 
ercise the  attributes  of  Onniipotcnce?    But  he  has  not  escaped 
the  puuisliment.     The  onefiwi  from  Greece  to  Asia,  across  the 
Hellespont,    in  a  wretched  cockboat,   and  the  other  over  llie 
Niemen,  in  a  miserable  sledge,  from   VVilna  to  Paris,  each,  in 
his   person,    the   solitary   survivors   of  the  innumerable  hosti 
which  obfvcd  thotn.     Strildnij  cxannu.'.-,  ;,>!'  the  instability  of  all 
human  grandeur  and  j'ower  that  is  not  founded  upon  justice 
to  man,  and  humility  betbie  (jod. 
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I 

French  Loss. 

Russian 

Los><.     H 

Battle  or  Bulletin 

Brought  Jorward, 

1^1 
2,880 

60 

12,279 

^H 

Battle  or  Bu 

1 !  til  Do.  Prissa,  &c-.  (a)  ■»>.»»»*»<.-v»*»i^  -»■*«■ 

none 

3,000 

.'i,94U  H 

Kkaw,   -v^^^*****-^'»*%%'w'fc-*^*^*-**v^* 

100 

100 

£00  ■ 

ISthand  1 411: 

1 2th  Do.  relates  to 

the  fomier,    .w»-«/«-»»^»*»«. 

■ 

Do, 

13tli  and  nth  Do. 

Krasnoi,-»*<'»'»»»«--»»~***'*^ 

none 

1,000 

1,500  B 

Hospital  taker 

Do. 

Smolensk,  •»«wk*'»^-«-v»»»»/w«. 

3,900 

1 2,200 

2,000  H 

).5lh  Bulletin, 

Do. 

Aalentina,  •»w»-./»-«.->.-v>..v»»* 

3,200 

(6)  8,600 

l.OUO  W 

I6lh.ind  17th 

Do. 

I'olOtzk,     (C)     ■V*'VX-V>.-VV»*-V«. 

Carried  forward. 

J, OCX) 

3,000 

1,H»   ■ 

Sth  Bulletin,  ] 

11,080 

60 

40,179 

IJ.'1'.7  1 

m:.wm 


(ii)  Onilinot's  or  Reggie's  report  is  4,000  Russians  killed  and  wounded,  ami 
4,000  prisoners — his  loss  from  3  to  400  wounded. 

(li)  RuUerin  says,  the  Russian  loss  'wds  treble  uiirs." 

(r)  This  bulletin  makev  t!ic  Russian  loss  near  30,000  men  at  Valcirtijia  and  Suite 
leii-k,  about  7,000  more  (hmi  at  first. 
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Russian  Loss. 


~  3  o 
•       M      ps 

10        12,279 

3,000 

100 


3,9* 


1,000  1,J00 

12,200  2,000 

(6)  «,600  1,000 

3,000  1,'00 


0       40,179       lj,'l:? 


«d  and  wounded,  awl 


at  Vdlcirtiua  aud  Suo- 
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It  is  a  tact  worth  remembering,   that  on  the  19th  of  June 
Bonaparte  arrived  at  Gumbinnen,  all  hi«  formidable  preparT- 
t.o„s  being  then  complete.     On  the  morning  of  the  24^h  he 
passed  the  Niemen,  at  Kowno;  and,  on  the  24th  December 
l.cofF  destroyed  the  last  sad  remains  of  his  army,  u^::  th^ 
icy  bosoni  o   that  stream,  at  the  same  place.     On  the  ,9  th  June! 
heassumed  the  command  of  a  mighty  army-ho   lost  it  T 
and,  on  the  ,9th  December  followi^g/in  disguise,  and  a  wj  rJ 
%  .ve,  he  returned  to   Paris  to  demand  another.     TlelonZ 
est  day  saw  him  m  all  his  greatness,  believing  that  he  " 


"  Could  put  a  girdle  round  about  the  earth 


"  in  forty  mijiutes." 

The  shortest  day  of  the  same  year  saw  his  army  annihilated 
and  himself  a  fugitive,  left  to  skulk  into  his  boLque  of    „i 
qu.ty,  m  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries.  at  the  niid^t Mr    a 
warning  to  mortality  through  succeeding  ages 
The  wars  of  Julius  Caesar,  the  bloodiest  and  most  destruc- 
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Battle  or  Bulletin. 


French  Loss. 


13 

C 


•^  T3 

11,080 

1,000 

200 


eo 


200 


Russian  Loss. 

Ji-e  ^ 
•-  S  o 

►H  -J 

40,179      15,427 
3,000  and  Pris. 
200 


brought  fofwnrd, 

13th  and  Hth  Do.  Kobryn,  (a) . 

Do.  Inknovo,  -^»»*^»,^»».», 

Hospital  t.iken  by  Cossack s,*-^^^ .^.^ 

1.5th  Bulletin,  (6)  ^ ^x*....^v», 

letli  and  17th  Oo. -^^^^^.^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

8th  Bulletin,  Deserters,  -^^..^^vvw^  '00 

20,0(X) 

Carried  over.  12,280  i-eo     l;;;r9     "^^^ 

hnheBavariLi;::;;;7;^;;:77-^        «.->)  and  .ark  .,.10. 

.  -— ,  .,._!,  ..ouuueu,  aim  viimisjiug. 
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tive  the  ancient  world  cvci'  saw,  are  supposotl  to  have  cost  Eu- 
rope, Asia,  anil  Africa,  2,000,000  men  in  the  space  of  H  years; 
but  what  were  these  to  those  in  our  own  times?  Six  months,  in 
1812,  cost  Europe  alone  about  850,000  men  \mlhors  de  combat, 
besides  several  millions  which  were  driven  from  their  ruinod 
homes,  to  wander  through  the  merciless  rigours  of  a  polar  winter; 
and  millions  more,  by  the  loss  of  their  relations,  their  friends, 
and  their  support,  rcnilercd  miserable,  and  })lunged  into  ir- 
retrievable want  and  distress  during  their  remaining  life. 

Napoleon  the  Great  being  defeated,  and  his  mighty  army  ex- 
terminated, his  slaves  and  supporters,  in  order  to  lessen  his  mis- 
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I  Ficncli  Loss.  Russian  Los«. 

Battle  or  Bulletin.  [=  i  °  i       S  §  .=         £ 

»    ■  ^  "        W      ^         " 

Brought  forward,         12,'J80  260       43,379      3^,5^: 

riffercnce,  Bullet! ns  and  Reports,  («)-»**-*    1.(''t'5  1T,159  and  I'.i. 

18th  Bulletin,  (Moskwa) -»-   10,000  45,000        5.m 

lOtlx   Do.  burnt  in  Moscow, »>.'.^»»»»'^-»*»*'^  30,000 

Riga,  from  27th  Sept.  to  2d  Oct 3,500       H.'ff 

20th  Bulletin,  incendiaries,  »%-w..»»»^»»-..»»*^  .  100 

21st  Do.  do.  »..  ^.^•.•..■.^•^»-.*»»'>.->.*v  300 

oofj  X^o.  do.  ^-v-^xv^-^^^-v^^^-v-^^-v^** 

'i.i;d  Do.  do. 20  300  babied 

24tli  Do.   Rijjn  Ailalr  (above)  -.■..■»■..**■..•.■..■.•" 

Military  conunissioii,  ■»^-»»»»*»-.»»'«.»*»»->-^-»»*'«  10  \' 

St.  Cvr,  October  20tb,  from  StcinheiI,v.w^-..'>.  1.500  j 

2Sth  Bulletin, ---'  100  (6) 

'JGth   Do.  Moscow,..^.'*'^^-.'.'^-^''^**-'-*-'*'^'"-  ('■)  lO.OOC' 

Buttle  1 8ih  Oct.  ■«'»~*-»»**»^»'>-»**'>-'*'''''^'*^'*'*^*'        800  ((/)  1,0(0  j 

Ccirrnd  forward,  2'i,"2r>  390     139,038      iG,H5 1 

(n)  Without  including  about  1,000  dillerencc  between  Eckmuhl's  rei)ort,  ar»!  j 
Bulletin  of  MogillufT,  and  Murat's  last  action,  wlieretbe  wounded  was  "  imni:-n.-.' 
or  the  diHerenci:  in  Bavuiian  ofIici:il  report  of  the  battle  of  I'olotzk,  from  tl.e  llu"(-\ 
tin,  wliii  h  is  no  less  than  1 3,000  more,  or  taking  tlie  smaller  nu'-iber,  at  Jerisf  .".iwl 
additional. 

(b)  4  liatlalions  Russian  infantry  "  cut  to  jiitces"  by  Murat. 

(c)  All  tliese  tKWoW  .suWaii- taken  plundering  in  Moscow. 
((/)  T!ii>;i»  the  same  as  note  (?>}   hi-;  l'.v-«  ua<  t!i(  n  only  10<'!:  it  is  r.nv.  '-'J',  'kl 

Rusitiau  loss  of  course  double. 
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Russian  Loss. 

60 

43,379      ,1.5,;:;: 

Iff.'JSOand  Ri. 

4  5,000        S.CWl 

30,000 

3,500       %m 

J  00 

300 

'JO 

300  sabivil 

10 

K. 

l.W) 

00 

ip) 

(c)  10,OOC' 

l.OiX) 

;yo    139,038    ic.n;  | 

Eckrauhl's  report,  an! ' 
nundt'd  was  '■  iiitni':iiy,'' 
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[iirat. 
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lortunes.  and  to  maintain  his  powc-r  and  his  f.nne,  were  raluoed  to 
the  necessity  of  branding  the  llnsMun  accounts  ofluK  h,sses.  ei- 
ther as  impudent  (hlsehonds,  or  gross  exaggerations ;  an.i,  .tnln-^o 
to  say,  tins  was  assorted  nu.st  strenuously  by  those  who.  at  the 
connnencementofthe  con.es.,  were  the  h.-^t  to  state  and  he- 
hcve.  that  his  ar.ny  considerably  .xvvaM  what  I  have  stat'd  it 
to    CM  mn-  can  they    nor  do  tlu^y  attempt  to  deny,    but  that  the 
.hole  number  which  con.posed  it  were  destrov-ed.      Anothe 
and  perhaps  a  more  numerous,  party,  among  w]nch  was  i^,,,,! 
parte  himself,  ascrdoed   the  principal  part  of  his  disas.<.,-s    L 
^hopnvnalurc  rigours  of  the  season.     Be  it  so.     This  de.r'.cf 


le 
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I'rewl,  J,oss.  Russia,,  Urns. 

Ii:iltle  or  Bulletin.                                              "M  ~  =           A  "^  _  1 

r=   =   o            'C  =:   .-    -5            ■■!'. 

nrmigfit  funmird,          2'1,7l'5            -,qn  ,-,w-o      , 

2rti,  Bulletin.  Mai,na,o.j.vi„,.. L.  ,;;:;;     "'°  '■''!:'■■''  •^''■■"^ 

Choroclnia  with  Cossacks,  . "  ..  ''"^" 

I'Slh  liuiletiu, .^ ^            ""'  ''0« 

Mill  Do.  CbJ » ,» Jv\\\\7                         „  '''""*^ 

Macdotiald,  Tilsit,  Dee.  2Stiu  ..^Z^                         "'^^  ^'^^^ 

(t)-',00O 

Total ,,/)     ,,.,,g        _   --  ^-^^     ~~ 
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Actions  to  aoth  June, 
lioinaiion;  i\Jir,  «:c.  •.«, 


Cartij  i)cc;-,vs.»»vw 


Russian  I,oss. 
'17 
no  retiuns 

'17 


I'VoncIi  Los 


('■)  l.o'oo 


"0 


J.iO 


4f:::jr;:r::t:r,:^ir"-'"" — ^- 
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not  tVom  Russian  valour  and  patriotism.  Iliese  are  the  wea- 
pons of  an  invincible  allj';  they  are  the  arms  of  Omnipotence. 
"  Hafct  thou,  (says  the  Almighty  to  Job)  entered  into  the  trea- 
sures of  the  snow ;  or  hast  thou  seen  the  treasures  of  the  hail, 
which  I  have  reserved  against  the  time  of  trouble,  against  the 
day  of  battle  and  war?"  *  His  interference  in  this  instance 
was  indeed  most  conspicuous — infidelity  must  own  it.  Even 
St.  Jean  de  Angley,  (Legislative  Body,  Dec.  21st,  1813,) 
while  he  misapplies,  confesses  this  great  truth.  *'  We  have 
been  twice  betrayed  by  fortune,"  says  he,  *'  the  first  in  one  oj 

*  Job  xxxviii,  22,  23. 
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Russian  Loss. 

French  Losi. 

Battte  or  BuUttin. 

Killed 

and 
Wound 

Pris. 

Killed 

and 
Wound 

4 

J5raiight  over. 

47 

1,650 

550 

Kobryn,  27th  July,'VM^»'»*'»^»»»«.»»-v«.-»»v*** 

no  returns 

(a)  4,000 

2,360 

Various  actions  before  1 2th  July,  with 

Wittgenstein,  ■•■^^^■v^^-v^-v-v^^^-^^^wv^^^^^w 

do. 

(6)  3,200 

1,708 

Bagrathion,  before  I9tli  July,  »«^v..*^„^.^.^ 

600 

(c)  7,200 

1,000 

Mogilhcff,  23d  July,»»-»»-»^/k».'»»^-v»^»»-».wv«. 

600 

(rf)  5,000 

Ostrovno,  -v^^^^^^^^^-v^^w^^^^^.^*^*^^^^^^^ 

no  returns 

6,000 

Retreat  fiotn  W'itepzk,-.^-»^'^-.--«»>.-vv»».^»» 

do. 

(<.')  1,200 

Jacobovo,  Drissa,  &c.  ■»»«-«.«'v»»»'«.»».-.^.^v«/%. 

do. 

7,000 

3,000 

lukllOVO,    •*-»'v*-v%-»^fc^-v^-v-v^*^'V^-v»^%*%.v*^v%/v 

do. 

consid. 

500 

By  Wittgenstein,   I'Jth  August,  ■^»i.i^.,v» 

6C0         (/) 

great. 

250 

Riga,  5th  August, '«'««'«-'^«««%'>'w»'w-wv>.v«>« 

52 

55 

Carr^  furu<ard. 

1,899 

35,250 

<):Mo 

(a)  1000  wvro  left  dead  on  ll)e  field — the  Wounded  is  estimated  at  3  to  I — denii- 
official  accounts  represent  tlic  total  loss  of  the  enemy  at  10,000,  wliich  it  very  likely 

WilS. 

(i)  4  Cavalry  regiments  estimated  as  before. 

(.;)  9     Do.  do 

(i/;  Battle  near  MogiIhefT"ivitIi  Davoust,  accordinj?  to  a  paper  found  at  Moscow 
— 2  ^Majors;  3  tliiefs  of  MjuatLons;  7  chiefs  of  battalions  j  141  officers;  3982  pii. 
Viifes — 'iotal,  4,134. 

((•)  6  Squ.idrons,  C()nii)letely  destroyed,  estimated  as  before. 

(/)  Of  this  Hctioii,  no  French  bulletin  has  over  taken  any  notice,  Admiral  Mar- 
tin says  tlie  [irisoners  were  600— Wittgenstein  250,  and  that  the  action  was  severely 
contested  for  a  hours. 
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W  "if 

1,650 

(a)  4,000 

(b)  3,200 

(f)  7,200 

(d)  5,000 

6,000 

(f)  1,200 

7,000 

consid. 

great. 


•c 

oSO 
2,360 

1,708 
1,000 


3,000 

500 

250 

5J 


55,250         9,24j 
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fc.  ™*r,  „,,v*  ^to  „,,„,  J,,  „„^^  .„  ^ 

d     Bu  he  who  sends  summer  and  winter,  seed  ,il  and Z 
V|.,  cerlamly  commissioned  .his.     Russia  was  deeply  ™b  J 

w  sworn  'h  "r,"',"' "'"  ''"'•  A'--"-  "-hers 
MthThope!"  RrsMrf™:;r "'  '"^'''""'"-  '■- 

!,„  n.Ti  nussw.  with  a  grateful  Heart,  aciinowledeed 

r  Dehverer  and  her  deliverance.     ..  There  is  no,,"  ,o  ute 
e  energe  ,e  language  of  Alexander,    «  a  single  eL,y  Z 

.h  l  pri    ctf  \        f;   r  ""'■""•    """  ""---'    Even 
tbe.r  proud   Chief  himselt,    has,   with  the  utmost   diffieulty. 


Battle  or  Bulletin. 

■Brought  forward, 

Polotzk,  ITthandlSvh  August,  (a) 

Wittgenstein,  23d  August,  » 
Smolensk  and  Valentina,  (6) 

Kobryn,  12th  August,  *». ^^ 

Krasnoi,  included  in  SmolensK,  *c.  **^ 

Riga,  2Ist  August, w! 

Numbers  per  notes  to  date,  (c)  *^..^»,^ 
Retreat  from  Smolensk,  -*^^»**»^»,...»» 
Battle  of  Borodino,   Kutusoff.s  dispatcl', 

11  th  September,  ^^^v^^www^^^^^^^^ 
Winzciigerode's,  Sept.  28th,  besides 

killed,  vv*^^*.^,,,,^^^^^^^^^^ 

Carry  ot'i'r,v*-v* 

(a)  The  official  accounts   received   wpi-o  a  rrr  n      ■        ,  •„   , 
'.'17  Bavarians  killed  and  wo  nZd    ZVf^\      ■''""'  ''""'   ""'  "°""'^^''' 
'  'I'c  Bavarians  in  killed  and  T      I    .         .  '""""'  '^""^'J'-"- "''y  ««' ^e  than 

W  Official  1  "'"^'^  •"'V'""'^"'''  ''"^  ""'''^  l'nsoners.i„allnearH,000n,e„. 

Nale,  as  in  those  affairs  whorl  T  '^'"'''  "'"  ''''"''''"^   '^^  "'«   ^='"'e 

'--.onaitr:;:^;:^;:— --::^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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Ffeneh 

3=1 

Lo!>s. 

i 

1,899 
4,355 

9,000 
1,500 

35,250 

10,784 

J  50 

20,000 

5,000 

9,243 
914 
234 

600 
4,200 

850 
6,000 

650 
1,300 

40,000 

('■) 

('0 

58,000 

271 

2,000 

61,554 

36,30.1 

17,557 
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esca))e(],  with  Ins  principal  officers.  The  scene  of  the  destruo 
tion  of  Iiis  armies  surpasses  all  belief.  One  almost  imafriiics 
that  onr  eyes  deceive  us.  Wlio  lias  been  able  to  eficct  this? 
JJ'ii'/iouf  dcroirating  from  the  merited  j^lory  of  the  Commander 
in  (T.ief  of  onr  armies,  this  distinguished  General,  who  has 
rendcixil  fo  his  coinitry  services  for  ever  memorable;  and  with- 
out ditvaetiirtf  from  the  merits  of  other  valiant  and  able  toin- 
niiiiidcrs  who  have  distiDguished  themselves,  by  their  zeal  ami 
arduin-j  nor  from  the  general  bravery  of  the  troops;  we  mim 
conlis*-,  tliat  what  they  have  accomplished,  surpasses  human 
■po:ca\  Acknowledge  then.  Divine  Providence  in  this  wonder- 
fid  event  Let  us  prostrate  ourselves  before  His  sacretl  Throne, 
and  evidently  seeing  his  hand  chastising  imjiietv,  instead  ol 
boosting  and  glorying  in  our  victories,  learn  from  this  gmn 
and  terrible  exninple,  to  be  modest  and  peaceable  executors  ol 
His  law  and   His  will."* 

In   tracing  the  progress,  and  to  appreciate  justly  the  iiieiit- 
of  the   Russian  campaign,  we  must  take  into  vie\V,  the  seUlcd 

•  Alexander's  inochiir.ation,  \Vilna,  (itli  Jan    I8J3, 


RUSSIAN  OFFICIAL  RETURNS. 

Rii'---!;ni  l.nss.               French  I.O'.s. 

Battle  or  Rulletin.                                          5  =  1  1=              =  "=  §         'i. 

JirQii:j.ht  over,          C1,5j1  15C,505        17,jj? 

'Wiiizc'iijcnKU'V,  Sept.  L'.'tli,  bc'sidos  kill.il,  GO' 

Do.              Oft.  '.'(l  -.^^-^ o,"iJ 

Do.            do.     ,'i<l.-..-..»^-.-.'-»»»v  -ill 

Do,             do.     .^ili,  .';.' 

Do.              do.     Cili  and  f-'lli,  -•»•■•■  («)                  ■!|C 

Do.              do.     lltlivvv. f)  (4)     300             4.-0 

Do.             do.     1  Till. ».»-...». ^v  %;w\ 

1)0.              do.     '20th,  ■.v»....v..v            47  .TO             vTS 

Kniiison;  fi^rt.  i~i\, osc 

Do.          Octi.her  IM,  »»- ^  5,00J 

Do.              do.      4lh, -  1,772 

Curr;/  firirard,           t>'l  'fiO  ]j!),.~t.1       i!7,ij4 

(ii)   Bcsidos  1 50  which  died  daily  in  the  hospitals  of  Mujaisk,  for  want  of  tuod. 
{t'j   Ik'^idch  wounded,  jiroportioii  3  to  I  is  yOO. 
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1,772 


13!),." 


5,000 


'27,1  jl 


defensive  plan,  upon  which,  from  its  commencement,  the  Rus- 
sians were  determined  to  act.     Till  it  arrived  at  a  certain  point, 
they  were  resolved  not  to  act  upon  the  ollensive,   against  an 
enemy  so  immensely  superior  in   numbers.     To  render  them 
able  to  assume  that  attitude  witli  more  energy  at  last,  every 
sacrifice  was  to  he  made  for  the  moment.     No  general'  action 
was  to  be  fought  under  the  smallest  disadvantage,  and  perhaps, 
none  was  ever  intended  to  be  risqued,  till  the  enemy  was  drawn 
into  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  till  the  near  approach  of 
winter,  except  to  preserve  the  Capital,  if  the  enemy  was  rash 
enough  to  attempt  to  penetrate  thus  far.     It  is  evident  from 
ihe  Russian  proclamations,  that  they  contemplated  this,  and 
that  even  a  general  battle  might  not  be  able  to  j)iescrvc  INIos- 
row  from  his  grasp.     Hence  the  preparations   of  Rostopchin. 
They  contemplated  the  worst,  and  were  determined  to  sulJer,' 
but  not  to  yield.     Hence,  although  the  superior  forces  of  Bona- 
parte, gave  no  opportunity  to  attack  or  resist  him,  with  any 
prospect  of  a  decisive  advantage  during  their   retreat,  except 
at  Borodino;    still  they   were  not  defeated,  nor  was  he  victo- 
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Russia 

-a      -« 

-B        "O 
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X 

Battle  or  Bulletin. 

|-?| 

Wj; 

-^ 

««i| 

15C,,305 

iT,ij: 

Srnuglil  forward 

(il.GlO 

C(j' 

Kutusoir,  Oct.  I. "til,  from  Uodioiou,  »v 

r,o 

"lO 

Do.             ilo.   .Sundries  from    Itli,  »» 

40 

Do.             do.   18tli,  liattif  advanced 

51 

guard,  »»'v»,»»»» 

300 

('■') 

4ii: 

Wittgenstein,   2.')tli  Sept.'«.»»»-v»%,v*»,^v» 

44 

(i)     500 

4,W 

Do.           October  14tli,»*»'N»-«»*»» 

25 

2,j>! 

Do.            do.     aotli,  Polotzfc,  &c. 

50 
<J30 

.j'S 

Carri/  over. 

G2,ooy 

ETURI 

s'S. 

in  Loss. 

Frcnc 

li  Loss. 

■A 

Killed 

and 

AVound 

139,385 

27,154 

oOO 

577 

1,525 

i,.-o^ 

(")  2,500 

1,500 

(6)     400 

192 

200 

G3 

(f )  4,500 

6,000 

i,  for  want  of  luod. 


HS,«08       iHi,5i)Q 

(n)  Reside   wounded:  proportion  3  to  1  is  7,500. 

(/))   Reside;  wounded :   proportion  3  to  I    is  1,200. 

(i)  The  killed  and  wounded  nuist  li.ive  lieen  greater  on  the  part  oftiie  enemv 
tlnnon  the  17lh  and  ISth  September,  at  the  same  place,  from  the  length  and  ohsli- 
iixy  of  the  battles;  the  Russian  loss  in  killed  was  small,  in  wounded  considerable, 
A  bubbcunent  report  says,  0000  riench  prisoners  :    "  nou(h  amircd  wilh  Jr-ad." 
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rious.  The  moincutary  possession  of  a  large  tract  ofcoimtn 
it  is  true,  he  obtained,  but  that  was  all.  He  fail  1  in  evuiv 
attempt  to  ilelvat,  intimidate,  separate,  or  disperse  tlie  Russiaii 
arjuiesj  and  till  that  was  ilonc,  his  advance  could  never  bo 
called  the  consequence  of  victory.  I  lis  utmost  generalship,  and 
the  utmost  bravery  of  his  army,  almost  tlouble  in  numbers,  was 
exerted  in  vain,  to  gain  even  one  triumph,  that  was  to  be  at- 
tended  with  any  gooil  to  his  cause,  over  the  Russian  forces.  * 
He  indeed,  told  us  at  the  outset  of  the  campaign,  that  the  Ilus- 
sians  were  acting  upon  no  settled  plan,  and  though  his  admirers 
continued  to  echo  this  boast  throughout  his  advance  to  Mos. 
cow,  yet  he  ditl  not.     The  farther  he  advanced,  the  less  he  said 

•  By  lliis  uncxpcctal,  and  even  inipctuoiis  inroad,  into  our  territories,  tlio  tiiomy 
hoped  to  dissipate  by  his  eolunnis,  into  smalt  portions,  our  military  foreo,  exteiulinr, 
along  aline  of  more  than  ROOvcrsts,  and  after  he  had  annihilated  each  by  itstli;  t" 
accomplish  his  vindioUvc  designs,  as  it  were  with  one  blew.  By  such  means  only, 
however,  contrary  to  Uic  law  .jf  nations,  has  he  hitherto  succeeded  in  vanquishing 
otlier  armies,  and  bringing  other  states  under  his  dominion.  But,  however  furious 
his  advam-e  against  our  armies  has  been,  hitherto  it  has  not  been  attended  with  ii, 
wished  cflccts."     Barclay  de  ToUi's  address  to  the  army,  dated  July  6th. 
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Russian  Loss.  French  Lo»h. 

Battle  or  DuUeUn.  ;=  "^  §  4  3  -«  g         .i 

Brought  over,         C2,009  J48,808      5(.V''J0 

Wittgenstein,  Oct  26th,-.%'w»»^*^^.,^vv 
Steinhall,  Oct.'Jfath,  and  .01  officers  pri- 

^  J, Oil 

Tchichiigoli;  October  15th,  ^■..■w^x^^vv 

Tornmsoft;         do.       15th ^^^  ..q^,,       ^JjJ^^ 

Riga,  Sept.  30th— London  Gazette,  (6)  B.OOO                                                „  ooo 

KutusofT,  Oct.  1 ,5tli,*<.v»»»^xx».M.v*».»*»  ,  ,    '  „, 

Number  per  notes  to  datc,-*»-«.v^.>,*x*..  i(0  100 

Cii  >■>■>/ fo,w  J, d,        tsi,(X)9  i:i),'jo8    Tiym 

(ii)  Beside',  wounded:   proportion  .3  to  1  is  (;,000. 

(6)  This  was  the    Russian  loss  in  UUed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  that  of  lU 
piietny  w.ts  not  given,  but  was  at  K.ist  as  uiuch. 
((}    Besides  woundi'd. 
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k)  "  Besidei 
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upon  this  subject,  till  at  last  he  dropped  it  altogether.     He  felt 
when  too  late  to  remedy  his  error,  that  they  were  nc.  in  J, 
a;  -ifbrn.  plan,  which  threaten.!  hi.  witif  r       ^r     fii7nTt 
tiestioy  the  foundation  of  it.     Hence  the  in,p.n;t;„ble ^Lom 
w  uh  overspread  h,sconmu„ncation.,  and  the  death.like silence 
w  ich  he  observed  wuh  regard  to  the  Hussian  am^y.  after  the 
battle  of  Borodino.     He  wished  it  annihilated,  and'^antec    the 
.Olid  to  beheve  that  it  was  so.     He  durst  not  allude  to  it.  untU 
readful  necessity  compelled  him.     For  three  weeks  after  tha 
bau^e  no  person  could  gather  from  his  bulletins,  that  a.l  pa 
0  tha    army  was  in  existence.     It  appeared  to  have  va.^rd 
after  that  event.     «.  Ihe  enemy,   (said  Kutusoff,   i„  a  strain  of 
the  most  cutting  irony,  and  sixteen  days  after  that  battle,)  who 
has  lost  stght  of  our  army,  and  still  remains  in  doubt,  detaches 
strong  parties  out  on  the  diilbrent  roads  to  discover  us  "*     Sn 
completely  did  the  Russian  General  deceive  him,  by  h'is  m^- 
tcrly  mancruvres  after  the  French  entered  Moscow,  that  Bona- 

•  KutusofT's  dispatch,  Sept.  23d. 
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Battle  or  Bulletin. 


BroHfiht  fontiard, 
Kutuso;r,  Nov.  1st.  by  Platolf,  Oct,  3 1st 

Do.    by  Gen.  Slovaisky,  ^^»v, 

Do     Rlaloyarosiavitz,  24lh  Oct   {h) 

Mcdyna,  25th   Oct.^..v,x«v 

Kutusofi;  Nov.  5ih,  by  Orloff  Denizoff; 

Miloradovitch,  Nov.  23d,  Vifis. 

Platofi;  in  pursuit,  »*»..^»»»,...»„ 

Kutusoii;  Nov.  9th,  by  Platoff,  (Vice- 

roy's  corps)  **»■»■»*»...»•»»»»»»» 

Cnrrif  over, 

(o)  Ami  "  Two  whole  battalions  annihilated:' 

Ik)  Irench  bulletin  makes  French  loss  1  Ton    ,nJ   t?      •       - 

M  "  Desides  killed  and  wotn.dcd.    I 'ICL:"!    ^^  ''"''■ 

W;  -i^.clusiveof.i.k  and  wounded,-  and  •'.  ..V;.... „/.,., o«  ...... .,^ 


Russian 

.•=  c  5 

L0S3. 

French  Loss. 

¥1   i 

64,009 
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41,414 

(")   100 

6,(100 
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JOO 
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- — 
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parlo  actually  concoivod    and  htatcd  wljcn  ho  wrote  liis  'Ji/tlj 
biillfliii,  tliat  tlic  Russian  army    was  rctirincr  towards  Kasun 
that  is  N.  E.  from   Moscow,  and  towards  \\ui  coii/iiics  of  Asia ; 
whereas  they  were  witliin  twenty  miles  ol'  Moscow,  on  the  Ka- 
hi^'a  road,  s.  w.  liom  Moseow,  nearly  in  an  oj)[)osite  dirt  ctitm, 
in  the  line,  anti  with  the  eounnanil  of  the  eonnnunieationN  id 
his  rear.     The  Jlnssians  never  calculated,   that  they  were  ubli 
to  oppose  or  destroy,   upon  the  banks  of  the   Nienien,  thai  in,. 
niensc    host  whieh  attacked  them.     But  they   did    caleiilale  ' 
that  they  would  not  only   be  able  to  oppose,    hut  to  desUo}'  ir 
upon  the  banks  of  Moskwa,  and  this,  notwithstanding  rvm 
ell'jrt  of  the  enemy,  they  accomplished.     'I'he  victory,  liitie. 
fore,  from  first  to  last,  was  upon  the  side  of  the  Russians  j  tlnii 
plan  and  object  was  only  dirterent  in  the  latter  part,  from  uhai 
it  was  in  the  lormev  part  of  the  can)paioii.     '1  he  one  Wiis,  tu 

*  "  Ilitliirfo,  hi'siik's  nil  our  pluiis  Imvo  been  siiict'ssful ;  mid  witli  the  bk'ssing  of 
fJod  anil    tlio  valoi.r  (if  our  Miiilifrs,    «o  liiive  not  tlic  slij;li(fKt  reason  to  clouht  \\k 
.vri.iVA.y/ii'  hsnc  ol'our  wartHrc."     Uurclay  de  Tolli«  disjiatcli,  IVliMsburgli  Ga/du,    I 
.July  I. Till,    181'.'. 
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llussian  Loss.  Froncli  I.o<s, 

Uattlf  or  Bidletiii.  I "?  |            -g            |  "g  §           ■£ 

Ilraugfu  oner,  70,509                           191,yo8       50,;^s 
KutusolT,   Nov.  9tli,  by  riiitofl',  (on  ri^ht 

llank   Vicoroy's  ior|)s,)*».-.%»»»v»»»»»,  ^                              ([qj 

.Alilaradovitrli,  "tli  Nov. »••»»»•..■♦■.  /„^  gyj 
Kiitusuti;    Nov.    I.ltli,    Aiigvrtau's   aiul 

{■|i,iri«!itii.'r's  corpsi-.^xxv^  4^000         2,000 

I'assagi!  Duitpor,   »-»vv»*»...-m.»»»v  g|() 

Victor's  dttVat  on    lllli  Nov»..»-v  (b)  2,S00         I  (ilHI 

KutUboir,   Nov,  l.jtl),  by  (it'll.   C.'arpo,  ](jo 

Cicn.    Kt'Of,      I'Jlll,     '>'V^V'..^.«'V«'V^'k«'..  j-y 

J)o.  \"oioHliiii,  -^•..•.^....»...»*»»».v»..  ^Qf,           ~yj 

Can:/ foruard,  7O,50;»                          L'0I,H08      .5ii,l:': 

'(()   Exclusive  of  sick  and  woundod. 

(6V  Ui'sidi's  wouiiui'J  5  to  1  is  7,500.  Kutiisoft"b  dispatch  snys,   1,G00  prisomr;. 


lie  vvrcitc  liis  'Hull 
\}T  towards  Kasiin, 
le  confines  of  Am; 
)8C()w,  on  the  Ka- 
)|)l)osili'  (lii((tiiiii^ 
uiiiniiiiiinuioib,  m 
lat  tliey  wt-n;  abh 
Nifiiicn,  lliat  iiii- 
y   tlitl    calcnlaii',  • 

l)llt  to  (IcMloy  if 
'illistaiuliii^  t'vcrv 
lie  victory,  ilitie- 
>u  Klissiaus;  tlicir 
■  part,   Iroiii  wIim; 

'1  lie  out'  Was  to 

mil  witli  Ihc  blchving  of 
.'St  reason  to  iloulit  tin. 
1,  IVlfisbiirgli  Ga/ttu, 


French  Loss. 

19-1,1)08       50,  li^' 

500 
(<i)  300 

4,000         L',0()() 

!ilO 

(*)  2,500         l,(,(Hi 

100 

i;o 

400  5MI 


i;oi,H08    jiij.: 


snys,   1,600  prisontT:. 


.Vhaust  tfio  men/,  strciigtl.,  the  other  was  to  destroy  it  alt<,- 

I.,  reviewing  tho  conduct  of  Bonaparte  «s  u  CJencral,  thron^l. 
•l-s  nunp..M,M.,  we  can  perceive  nothing  in  it  but  a  houn.li;- 
-I  .'.on,  vanuy,  rashness,  and  obs.i.iacy.  All  his  plans  i„. 
.ie«I,  wore  we  luul^ull  his  n.an«.uvn.  for  a  Ion,  t  .ne  well 
jxecuted-his  force  such,  as  to  „se  the  lan.ua,.  oH.is  wcuK 
1.   ,nal  and  worthy  coaciju.or  in  n,isehief  i„  another  ouarter 

,«*'/«'.  His  ofhcers  experienced-his   army   brave,   a.ul 

.•voted  to  h.„.  ahnost  beyoi.l  example.     B./u.en,   al   ll 
Pl-s  wore  only  laid  for  one  result,  namely  victory,  and  th 
.00  witlun  a  stated  period,  „s  if  ,ho  seaso..  als..  obeyed  , 
He  .-.eve.  eulcu  tted  upon  the  resistance  of  Russia  b'yond    ' 

lit- never  ...alcdated  upon  the  possibility  of  u  reverse,  or  took 

•  Hull',  proclamation  upon  cnterlr^  Canada,  1812. 


RliSSlAN  OFFICIAL  RETUUNS. 


Russian  loss. 


!witle  or  Hulletin. 


^rnu  gilt  forward, 
Vutuwff,  Gen.  PlntofT. 

Do.  Orloir  Denijjofi; 

Do.  Orgcroff, 

Do.  Ost«altnan  Tolstoy,*.-^ 

A-itusofl;   Nov.    18th  and  aoti,,  0^„, 

Onvdi-ow,  ^ , _ 

Davoust's  corps, »»»»»»».,. 

Noj's  iliWsioii,»»..xv„.»»»»,^ 

Carry  oy,:/-,»* 


±'^  3 
=  c  3 

*     :s 

70,509 


French  loss. 

SOI, 808  56,127 
(")  2(3() 

{b)  500  400 

2iO 
908 


CO 
(0 


l'J,000 


a0ii,308        78,515 


•''0  nesiclM  killed  and  woundo.l. 

W  And  several  prisoners  t.-.ken  next  day. 

k,Ucd  and  wounded  wh-V-h  wa,  »  .„..„,,,..     Kutusors  Jotlrn^ 
*-  7 


tH 


llio  sm«llo«(  pnin-i  lo  ivmlci-  siuli  im  ••vnit,  if  it  slionld  tiiii»()(i, 
as  li;^lit  as  |)ossil)lc.  "  His  |)r(Miiii|iti«Mi  (iiniid  l()(),()()()  |„;,v, 
men  ITOO  iuil<«s  I'loni  llicir  own  comitry:  mis/hrliiiics  aoaiu'. 
M-liich  lir  did  not  da^in  to  piovidr,  IMI  upon  tlicir  l-ciids"  ii-id 
>'U)0,00{)  rii'mlinicii  pcrisliid  on  tlic  torrilory  of  a  is^wm  (.„i. 
piiv,  llif  JS()V('ici;^fn  olMliicli,  had  made  vwry  t'llort  lo  pi,., 
sn-vr  pcice  with  J'niiicc."  *■  Tho  battir  of  Borodino,  iuid  |||, 
Tato  of  Moscow,  .smii  to  have  stiipifltd  Inni.  IVoni  ihc  ii.i,. 
nuMit  lie  was  fomd  to  abandon  that  Cnpital,  or  niliur  fmin 
tho  moment  that  Ik'  found  he  wonhl  bo  obliged  to  abandon  ii, 
111-  appcaml  lo  have  lost  ail  his  cantion  or  his  activity,  ( illur 
ns  a  nam  or  a  general.  \o  diviMon  of  the  French  army  scmi- 
fd  to  know  what  (lu>  others  were  about.  Augereau,  "(liam- 
pionet,  &c.  were  marching  s.  i;.  from  tsniolciisk  to  KahiMu,  wlun 
Bonaparte  was  hastening  to  the  former  place  by  a  dilferent  romi, 
Davonst  knew  not  where  Ney  was,  nor  Ney  that  Davonst  was  to- 
tally dv'fealed,  till  he  himself  was  so  also.     Whcve  tho  ilivisiouv 


•  CiT)\vn  Prince's  proclamotioii,  Oranionbiirgli,  Aiigiisl  l.'tli,  isn. 


Batik-  or  Bulletin. 

J}rniifi!it  ovri; 
KutiisofT's  Journal  Nov.  15lh  to  loth, 

'iviiiiiiiiftofr.  '_'L'(i  ()it.»*.*»» .c 

Wittgenstein,  Nov.  I  si  at  'I'llu'scliiniki, 
Do.  do.      at  Witi'pzk,**** 

Ciirrij  I'onmrd, 


lAL  RE 

TIUINS. 

liussian  Ions, 

Kri'nili  l>i,k 

Killed 

and 
Wouud 

m  i 

71,00!) 

2{)i;..-()s     :,':„-,.  ■ 
1000  (h)   ,y,: 

2/; 

id)           3r 

71,0.34 

207,,r,0V,       Kl.l..: 

from  Xov.  1  ,-tii  to  I  nth,  s.iys  Ney's  force,  "  left  to  fwil  .-»  sarritkc  wns  -(),(V)0  m. 
and  10(1  niniion  " — Bonaparte  says,  Key  "  rrtriratnl"  liiniselC  with  .",000  iiion,  * 
that  n.ncX)  must  have  been  killed,  wounded,  and  dispersed. 

(n)  Ik-sides  a  great  number  killed  and  wounded  in  skinnislus. 

(ft)  No  returns.  "  3  llr^imniis  Uhlan  Giiardt  ?n/,v)i."  (Cavalry  Kegimi"'!' 
800  each.) 

(r)  No  returns      «'  /tclion  from  7  A.  M  till  r,  P.  M." 

(d)  "  JicsiilfS  killed  and  womiJcd,"  taken  by  storm. 


it  slioiiKI  Iiiippdi. 
iid  !()(),()()()  |„i,v, 
nis/lirt/tiirs  uiiuiiiy 

tlu'ir  I'cads  ji.kI 
ry  of  a  ^wut  cm 
■ciy  I'flbrt  to  pre. 
iorodiiio,  jind  ili< 
).  I'roiii  I  hi..  ii;i,. 
I,  or  nillicr  Iroai 
;i'il  to  iihiuidoii  ii, 
m  nctivily.  <  itiicr 
ii'iicli  army  •  ttni. 
(\ii<;'cfc:iii,  (.'liaiii- 
V  to  K.diiciT,  wlicn 
y  a  dillert'iit  roiul. 
It  Davoiist  Wiistd- 
liclo  tlie  division. 

:usi  i.:(li,  isn. 


a 


l-'ri'iicli 

(.)  .- 

r 

202,.'OS 

7S„J.  ' 

1000  (n) 

5,^i: 

C'O 

('•) 

(rf) 

.•i' 

2or,,r,oii 

Kl.'li.i 

crifii'c  wns  "(),(K)0  inc: 
At'  with  o,0(X)  mi'ii,  -1' 

.lit.-,. 
(Cavalry  lU'giDii''' 


Mlilu'  V  ianoy's  nrniy  wrrp,  nftcr  tluw  were  «  rnf  in  /ico,"  drfmi, 
oi,  and   saitl,-mll,y  iMaloli;  no  p.-.s..,,  nud.i  iHI-no  pornou 
st-cincd  to   in.|i,i:T  altiT,   or  rare  ai.y  (luo.iv  nbont  (he,,.     The 
wimli.  wnv  in  tho  l)iih.r  reproach  of  K.,ti,sn(i;   ^^  lhn>otten  and 
hj'ttopah/K"    \ |(.  n.iirht,  it  huH  lurn  naid,  |,«vi.  ivtrcatod  in  corn- 
pimitiv,.  safety  alhTth..  halt l<.„riWod,„o.    Thi.s  is  very  «lo„l)t- 
lii!.      lli^  a,-i,df.s  o„  the  |)wi„a  uvn-  fiillv  occiipird   |,y  Witt, 
.Tii.4ciii-(l,osc.  i„   Volhyi.ia  l.y  'J'on.-a.soir  ai.d   'IVhichaonir 
>UH.  n.„|<|  have  even  then  l,.r„  up<M,  the-  Nicnn,  hrloir  hin,' 
\  ictur's  ivscrvfs  were  then  „p<,n  th..  Nioiuon.    The  cwu.itrv  fro.u 
111.'  Unvziiui,  nay  (.vcn  from  \\'i|„a,  h,  the  h'ncof  l,is  rotrout,  was 
laid  waste.      i»,„visions  and  snpphVs  ho  had  none.     To  obtain 
llic-sc,  he  ,„adly  pushed  ji.rnard  to  Moscow;  and  to  have  re 
tivate.1   i,-o,n    l{.,rodino   withont  anv,   was  almost  n,tain  .Ics- 
triidioM.     'i'he  smut,  weather  which  would  have  enabled  f.in,  to 
ivtixat  wuhgi-oater  .-api.h-ty.  would  also  have  enabled  the-  llns. 
Mm,s  to  l,av..  advanced   with  an  e,,ua!  pace.     He  mioht  have 
lost  fewet-  „,(„  by  cold,   but  as  many  l,y  hmifrer,  aru)  more  by 
ilicsword;   thongh  periiaps,  with  a  greater  loss  to  his  adver- 
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itiissian  loss. 


IJaltlc  or  nulliaiii. 

n>oughl  forward, 

Witt^'eiisfc'in,  Htli  Nov.  with  Victor,  ..^ 

Do   Jltli  Nov.    ■.-.•.^»»»»..»»»„»^.,.,,^ 

(icii.  Kutusoli;  \ov.  2)  St,  -^.^^.v^^^**^ 

(iuv.  Uijja,  Nov.  IHtl).  »»*»»»^..»»v»»»».,. 

(ion.  Ocilul  from  Mo;.yr,  Sept.  ^*»x»»^ 

iiiiitusofr's  Journiil  IVdiii  l,5tli  to  liJilj 

-Nov.  riatofl;  N'ov.  iL'tl),  »».^»^v»«.»» 


l-gl 

71,05| 
1,018 


SOD 


w 


I'rcnch  loss. 

Killed 

nnd 
Wound 

1^ 

203,308 

84,.i(;.i 

(«) 

800 

(») 

407 

400(c)      818 

1,000 

153 

1,000 

L'05,708 

80,642 

Carry  over,^         72,4 1 2 

('/)  Hesidts  killed  and  woundctl. 

('i)  ArJ  in  „„„tl.c.r  a.lair,  "  2  Gc„.  1  Col.  several  Officers,  and  a  great  number 
"'I'fivates  wire  taken  prisoners." 
('0  A^nd  J  squadrons  IVussian  dragoons,  say  COO  take«, 

'■','  Ursicics  ivoiindcd  5  to  I  is  5,0OU, 


H 
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sarles.    But  with  this  retreat,  even  had  he  effected  it  without  •„., 
loss  at  all,  would  have  fled  that  military  fame  which  had  hithe; 
to  supported  his  tyrannic  dominion.     He  could  not  then  h.vc^ 
said  that  It  was  the  elements  which  overcame  him.     To  make 
this  appear  as  the  chief  cause,  he  knew  he  must  sacrifice  a  con- 
sulerable  part  of  the  army,   which  had  advanced  to  Moscow 
Beyond  that  it  is  not  probable  that  he  calculated,   or  that  h, 
could  possibly  conceive  or  be  prepared  to  meet  the  lamentable 
scene  which  followed  beyond  Smolensk.     There,  or  in  Poland 
both  Ins  cn.munications  and  the  Paris  papers  expressly  told' 
us,  that  he  mtendcd,  and  that  they  expected  he  would  be  able 
to   mamtam  his  ground,  though  he  found  liimself  dreadiul- 
]y   mistaken.      Hence,    to   prevent   the  appearance  of  bein. 
defeated   by  the  Russians,  he  anxiously  dragged  on  his  can- 
lion     w-h.ch,    had   he   abandoned   sooner,    there   can    be  no 
doubt   but   a  greater  number  of  hi.  army,   and  with   much 
ess   nyury,  would   have  escaped.      But   then   the  capture  ol 
these  w^ould  have  she^^•n,   by  incontrovertible  evidence,  that 
he  fled  before  the  Russians.     To  prevent  which,  the  fate  of  hi, 


Battle  or  Bujlctin. 

Brcaigtit  ovei; 

Orlofl' Deneaoff,  Nov.  12tli,. 

Numbers  pur  notes,  to  datc,^ 

Russian  Journal  from  7tli  to  1 9th  Nov. 
Old  Style,  ■>*«^-»*%»v»^v»,^v*k^»»»^^ 

>Viitgcnstein,  Nov.  24th,  nn'chagoff's 
affair  witli  Dombrowski,  and  for  8 
days  before,  •«'»-v^-^.'m/.^»^»,vx,^»,^w*-w 

Wittgenstein,  28th  Nov.  Victor,  &c.' 
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Russian  loss. 

2'g  3         a? 


a 
72,413 


!=    S    O 

W  '*!* 

205,708 

1,500 

27,881 


French  lo'is, 

■A 


S6M2 
I,JOU 
5,800 


Carryforward,       72,41'. 


(a)  5,000       10,:.'CU 


2,000  (A)  1 1,000 
(c)  11,112 

'.'42,089     124,0J4 


(a)  Only  1.500  are  mentioned  as  kilknl  and  wounded,  in  two  actions  •  the  num. 
ber. n^the^others  are  not  given.  *ut  it  was  great,  and  wa.  no  doubt.  ^Z, 

(b)  Besides  wounded  with  Dombrowski,  3  to  1  is  6000 

(c)  Besides  killed  and  wounded. 


ted  it  without  aiiv 
which  had  hitlier, 
lid  not  then  have 

him.  To  make 
St  sacrifice  a  con- 
inced  to  Moscow, 
ated,  or  that  he 
ct  the  lamentable 
're,  or  in  Poland, 
ers  expressly  told 
le  would  be  able, 
limself  dreadiul- 
^arance  of  beiiia 
;ged  on  his  can- 
lere   can   be  no 

and  with  iniich 
'  the  capture  ol' 
e  evidence,  that 
;h,  the  fate  of  his 


>• 

French  losi 

205,708       SGm: 

1,500         1,300 

27,881         5,800 

(a)  5,000 

10,200 

2,000  (A)  11,000 

(c)  11,1)2 

24'J,08!)     V2i,0Ji 

»o  actions;  the  num- 
doubf,  more  than  is 
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aviiiy  was  but  a  secondary  object  in  his  thoughts.     Their  fate 
was  nothing— his  glory  every  thing.     But  it  has  been  asked,  to 
prove  him  the  conqueror  at  Borodino,  When  did  we  hear  of  a 
victorious  army,  like  the  llussians,  falling  back  and  abandon- 
ing the  immediate  object  for  which  they  had  so  desperatelj 
f(,aght?    Without  stopping  to  answer  this^  or  to  show  instan- 
ces where  such  was  the  case,   we  may  just  ask,  M'hcn  did  we 
hear  of  a  beaten  army  throwing  itself  boldly,  openly,  and  design- 
edly in  the  rear  of  its  victorious  antagonists;  and  when  did  we 
hear  of  a  victorious  army  allowing  a  beaten  one  to  do  so  with- 
out endeavouring  to  prevent  it?  la  whatever  point  of  view  we 
take  this  subject,  it  clearly  a])pears  that  the  immediate  and  un- 
qualified submission  of  Alexander  could  alone  rescue  the  in- 
vadcr/rom  utter  ruin.    The  possession  of  Moscow,*  lie  foolishly 

•  While  these  sheets  were  in  the  press,  tl.e  following  account  of  this  interesting 
(ity  was  received,  by  the  Petersburgh  papers. 
Houses  rebuilt  in  1815,->.'>««'w. 
Do.  repaired  and  do.  in  18H, 
Population  in  January,  1814,v,. 

Po.  in  August,  do.*v*».»»*v^ 


2180. 

^    2798, 

^^^^-'I  CI, 986. 


i  Females,-^  71,262. 


Battle  or  Bulletin. 


brought  forward, 
Wittgenstein,  Dec.  4.  Battle  of  iiSth,  &c. 
General  Sachen,  -v*****^^******/.^..^,.**.* 

General  Kutusofl",  Dec.  2d,  at  Berezina, 
Wittgenstein,  Dec.  4Ui,  (at  Kamcn,)  ^ 
By  Col.  Tettenbornat  Dolginoft;  Dec.  3. 
Prince  Kutusofl",  Dec.  7th,- 
Creneral  Lanskoi,  Nov.  29th,  ■ 
Tchichogofl'at  Chotinischi,  • 
Count  Orourka  at  Latigal,  Dec  3d.-^»* 
Po.      do.       at  Moloditcliino,  4th  Dec. 


Carry  oixrt^        79,412 

/a  J  Besides  killed  and  wounded, 

^1>J  And  killed,  says  he,  of  coiusc  as  oitKirt 
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Russian 

loss, 

French  Io»s< 

Killed 

and 
Wound 

Killed' 

and 

Wound 

Pris. 

72,412 

242,089     124,054 

7,000 

7,000       13,000 

(«)  1,000 

(6)  C.OOO         6,010 

J,026 


248 

mm 

506 

III 

WmwmKi 

1,500 

•i 

§'-■ 

^M  wMm 

500 
147,844 

1  1 

II 

255,089 

-1 

Si 

li 

HW  IHuJ 
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>tmcli,>n.     Like  the  bniizor  in  ,1k- rim>    „!,„    ..      ..'.*• 

n  ■■  ».™-„h  which  ,.«„u,  ,■„,„  „„i„  „„., ,,:;:;,;'  ■ ; ; 

no,„™,,  „.„,,     bcli,..  hi„,  co,K„,„„,c,l'!a  his  ;,:      V     T  ; 
>y  »,,,*„,»,  h,„vevc,.,  of  tho  sur,„„„di„g  ™„|,i,„i,    „. 


Births  in  181^ 


'*''*''*''»''*^  X-VV\  WX-V"*- 


2498  Males. 


^■'^•"■'^^••^•^    .5.i  6'  I 


o(;,:5  Females. 

J.  Otctl,  ^^.xx  v%% 

I>enthsi„  ,8,5 ^.,_  ^^_^,^ 

■..»^^»^»^^^^^^^    SG^Jo"  I'Vmalcs. 
TotaJ, .^ ^r7oo3~ 


nattle  or  Bunetiij. 
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Russian  Loss.  French  Loss 

Srought  over,-%^         79,41'' 

fol.  Kaysaroff;  (per  Journal  8th  to  J ,5lh) 

Prince  Kutu.soft;  .Ja  i.  ,  Oth,-.-.^^.^^^ 

Platoflf:  Dec.  ,0th  -.^^^ !  ** 

^t  Wilna  and  round  it, 

Journal  from   ,3th  to   isth   Dec.    and 


^■2  5         ,; 

5  « .°       -"^ 

255,089     M-8H 
(fi)  500 

1,051 
5,000(6)   9,90^ 


Carryforward,  79,412 


4,000  (c)  5,580 
2G2,5S9      1 6-4,3  J!) 


(«)  And  all  Bonaparte's  state  papers  of  great  in,p„.^ne, 

-ed.hut™ere5th:;  :tgrcJ:;dr^"'r''"'r'"'"^'^^     ^  '^  -•- 

(0  The  baffle  of  Ko«  „  ,  '""  ''"  ""  ''""•"  """  ''texceeded  5000. 


ct.  He  nislicd  mad- 
tain  ami  .scvci\ r  de. 
'lio,  rcceivin^ir  fVon, 

iraine  with  agony, 
I  tlcsj)air,  lie  rijsh'l 
•nent,   who,  ibr  tlic 

liis  temerity.  Tlio 
ng  multitude,  who 
■calls  the  seattcrwl 
nt  more  completely 
iputed.  He  slicHs 
hen  his  aiitagojiis; 


s. 

Frcncli 

Loss. 

Killed 

and 
Wound 

255,08<>     117,8  H 

('0  500 

1,031 

3,000  (4) 

9,90^ 

4,000  (c) 

5,JS0 

202,589      J64,3jy 

oners  continue  to  be 
aiiJ  round  it  is  noS 
tit  exceeded  ,"000. 
>)000  nnjn,  of  couii9 


little  expected  such  a  movement,  and  «  conld  not  ward  off  the 
i)l^-."*  lays  hin.  prostrate  at  hi.  feet.  Such  was  the.  eond„a 
.1  Kut»soff-_and  sucli  the  situation  of  B,>-.anarte.  Thev  wero 
the  combatants,  and  the  world  the  siiectators 

Akhongh  the  nun  at  Moscow,  no  doubt,  had  a  considr-rable 
share  m  occasuming  the  sa.l  catastrophe  which  beiMl  Ronapn' 
te,  St.  I   .t   would  be   unfair  to  h„p„t.  it  to  that  sour.e  aline 
No!  ,t  must  not.     If  w-e  want  th.  origin  of  ail  his  ealami "' 
wc  .m,st  turn  to  Borodino-the  fl,tal-,he  never  to  be  ibr^otten 
field  of  hor^hno.     8acred  be  the  spot  through  every  «„:<■..- 
n>,age.     May  no  saer.egious  han<i   ever  disturb  the  renu.ins 
ol  those  firm  bulwark   of  European  indepentlenee-those  proud 
.oaun.ents  of   Russian  glory      In  the  animated  langu L.  o f 
the  venerable  Kutuse.t;  npon  a  sin,ilar  occasion,  «  M^v  those 
ontrenchn,onls  which  we  raised,  and  which  filled  the  enemy's 
..oops  w.th  dr.ad     ren.ain   standing  an.i   unmolested.      Mav 
they  be  suitered  to  fall  by  the  hand  of  tin.e,  but  never  by  htnmu. 

*  KutusofT's  Journal,  battle  of  Krasnoi. 
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Uattle  or  Bulletin. 

Brnught  forward. 
Journal  fioin  ] fitli  to  25lh  Dec.    »-»»»^ 
Tcliidiaj.',i(rfroiii  Nov.  2!lili  to  Dec.  1 1th. 
^Vilt.t.nsicin,  3  battallions  armed  men, 
ta!>oii  at  Siveiiziany,  say  »,»,, 


79,112 


Frondi  Loss. 


:::  5,= 


Curri/.wer,.,.         79,412 


262,589     163.-.-;) 

(n)  fi.94I 

10,000  (/!.)14,G4H 


1,800 
{a)  r.os;,Ie,  those  taken  l,y  other  detachments,  PlatofFtook  d-.Ilv  fi... 
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hamk     May  the  pcasnnt,  whilst  l>c  tills  his  surroundin.  pev. 
lul  fields,  never  touch  them  with  his  plough  I    Mu-  thrv  •     • 
tare  tirne   ren.ain  sacred  memorials  to  th?  Russians,  o/t'l  o   T 
lour  o    then-  forefathers!    May  our  posterity,  when  vi   ,, 
them,  become  enflamcd  with  the  spirit  of  cmu'ultiou  "  nd     ,  f 
ransport  say,  77..  /.  M.  sj>o^  r.nere  t,e  pride  of  tl.: robl.::! 
i>e/oretI.e  .0.S  of  o^u-  country!    These  entrenchments,  .h 
prmuly  raise  then.selves  amidst  the  surrounding  peaceful  lie 
wdl  of  themselves^  always  remain  existing  n.o.mL.u:  ol'  t: 
«mn  valour  and  of  Russian  glory."*    At  the  foot  of  these  d.e 
ful  entrenchments  was  buried,  tbr  ever,  that  fierce  military  I'l 
anc    power,  which  had  long  constituted  France  and  her 
.r,  the  scourge  of  luuuan  nature.     The  sun  of  Austerlit.  th  1 
Tuso  m  splendour,  but  his  beams  were  extinguished  in  b 
Fron.   hat  blow  Ronaparte  never  recovered.     Rsdireiul  S 
soenx  to  have  disordered  his  intellects,  and  made  him  !;;;: 
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Ifatt/e  01  I;ulletiiu 

Brought  over, 

^Vincc  KutusofH  Jan.  1 9tli,^»xv»^ 

Journal  Dec.  30th.  to  Jan.  2(1. 

General  Sarhcn,  29th  Dec.  and  2d  Jan. 

'-'000;  half  bick,  half  prisoners,  ^v*», 

ararquls  Palucci  pursuit  Macdonald,  », 

Prussians  with  Do,  capitulafrd, ^v 


Russian  Loss. 

il    4 

5  c 


73 

79,412 


A 


Carrif  foruaril,      T9,-112 


Fiondi  Li/s 


"3 
^T3 


=  c  a      ■- 
C")  iw", 

lot 


272,589     209,54K 


t.me  «a,  ,n,„,en,e.     ll,c  Unssia,.  .Tuumals  and  dispatches  all  state  in  ,ho  » 
language,  that  the  country  was  covered  with  then,    and      '    ^^^ '"  ""^  ^^™"R« 
Oschmiasny  i„  particular,  a  distance  of  at  least  sTniir  ,  ^  "'''""'"" 

so  co,npU.teIy  strewed  wi.h  dead  hclies      'd    LJ  T  .  "'"'^*  ""''  "^ 

lory  waggons,  tumbrils,  and  carnC     1,  t  "t    Is       T"'.  7     '""'■"'  "'"'  «"* 

(")  Tl,is  commences  after  ,hc  ?  ,         !!       ''""'''  "'"""■"  '"'(""'^af'"^'-" 

J)  About  50(^  J.  .  ^""'"K^lx-g  affair,  and  begins  with  Elbing. 

{b)  About  5000  men  rema.neu  with  M.cdonald  by  KutusolT's  di.j.a„.l, 


a  ^''arjshkin.theproprii. 


3t>l 

things  the  n.os,.  contradictory.    Such  wns  his  attcnipt  to  black- 
e     he  Ilu.s.s.a„  character,  by  assorting  that  they  burnt  30  000 
0    the.  wonnded  in  Moscow.     He  never  reflected,     hat'Z 
odious  cJiar<re  /rave  tho  lio  f«  J.;,    i     •  i    i    , 
of  Uor„,l,„a  ^1i„;      „1  ,    """f  ,-^'"™  >othevic,ory 

f      I  -Lviojaisk,  wJiose  wounc  s  were  no  doubt 

or»  d,  a  „„„„.o  „,  ,0  prevent  tl.eir  removal,  was  ,l,o  v"      m 
most  number,   which   ovon  „„       i-  ,  ^ 

l?ussi..ns  rn„U   I         ,  «'^^°'''J'"g  to  his  calcuhuion,   the 

ifus  ...ns  could  have  lost  nt  Borodino;  and  their  havin..  that 
iiiiinher  of  wounded  in  Moscow    w..«  tl  ^''^-^^^ng  "lat 

ible  -idenrr    ihn,  .1       ^^'^"^'  '^"'^  ^he  most  uicontrovert* 


Ehkata-Kou-i,.  200./0,.  Borodino,  read  Tarutiao. 
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£ 


79,412 


2"^ 


272,589    209,548 

1.100 
l.^OO 


6iOOO 


7,921 
3,00O 

8,000 


Krouglit  forward, 

Pursuit  to  Koningsberg,  besides  tlie  nexl 

numbers,, ^ 

In  KoniiiBsberif  -w^'^-.^^v.^  . 
J'minai  (Russian)  from  25th  to  30th 

a-e.  Lond.  Ga^ ^ ^ 

NuBibcr  per  note«  to  date.  »,^vv^»,^v»^ 
Bsyond  Koningsberg,  to  (date  Kutusoff's 

dispatch,)  19fh  Jan ..^^^ 

Husslan  loss  in  actions  wher»  tfiest  are 

not  stated,  suppose . r^)20,00b 

Carryover.^         "^^  2,^^,^^    ^^^^^^ 

Jl™;sl:tr'^:rMr'"'^  r^r  -"'-^— >«  -ions  ...r. 
p-  hi,„se,f  onij ....  JeVrnredrd:orde:  ;t  uTz  17  :r; , '°""" 

l^ign.    The  accumtP  rp.  .,n.  •       '"'™'"  "''000,  during  the  whdlccam- 

d,  butLusH  e  Jo    „"        jr"''  ""'  '"^"^^  '"•'  «"---  ^'d  -'  -Hve 

ivC^^l::!::;:t^^cr  ^  -r "  ^'" '-  *"  '-^^  «^ 

"-'•  ">...le  of  whieh  could  n      ^      es^ Z'r      ^'""T  ''"  "'■^' "'^P^'^'^-^ 
<!>e  latter  number  as  the  mo.t  accura^I  """"'  "^^     '  "^'^  "^^^'^ 

e  a  M 


im 


that  dreachul  nd..!.  *     The  advance  of  the  enomv  to  Mo.cov,- 
after  the  battle,  was  nn  act  of  despair;  siich  as  w-e  see  men  -l 
tempt  when  the  understandinfr  is   confounded.     It   threw  '„ 
momentary  jrlory  around  him,  but  it  was  the  bhize  of  the  meteor 
wbicli  was  to  disappear  forever,  or  in  the  words  oftlie  poet: 

"  So  dying  tapers  give  a  blazing  liglit." 

Thus  terminated  one  of  the  most  memorable  and  bloo.lv 
oairMaigns,  ever  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  world.  \„„; 
was  ever  accon.panied  with  such  rapid  disasters,  and  such  cen,, 
plete  ruin  to  the  a^rressors,  and  none  was  ever  attended  with  suiL 
important  consequences.  The  f5rmn^ss  and  persevemna-  ,/ 
the  Russians  arc  above  all  praise;  succeechn-  ages  will  venente 
the   name  of  the  Sovereign,   who  ren.ained  unshaken  amidst 

J  Mo„.ic.„r  Laba„„,c.  .„  officci-of  the  French  guards,  who  wasin  this  bat,!.  ,,a. 
H  y  puhhshcd  abookat  l-aris.  i„  .hich  he  as.-rts.  th.t  I3onap,„t.  left  all ,  c 
]  rcnc h  uoi,„dcd  upon  the  field  of  battle,  even  after  his  advance. 
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lirottght  over,-^ 
Detluct  numbers  of  sick  included,*v^^ 

Add  lost  by  sickness,  -.-^v^vx^^^v.^^^. 
Do.    do.  by  cold,  ,^~»^^ — v^v^»,,^^^ 


09,412 


90,412 


Of),-)  1 2 


French  Lf»s, 


T.         -B 

=  32 
as  "t. 

278,589 


9,003 


whu.,.  deducing  the  .ounded  recovered,  and  Prussians  capitulate^t  v^"  i 
1  .s  of  a.K„.t  .55.000  .nen.     The  ,.aga.i„es  of  provisions     „d  fo...e  whi.     ^ 

J\t  MojfiHieH  m  provisions  jind  for'nrn  ■itA  nrm  i      i  i 

A.  w'l       •     ,.    .  .  lor.ige,  34,000  kouls  ov  cools, -^^^  le.24O,0(i()  lbs. 

At  UWna,  .„  Barley  and  Rye ...t.XK^ 

In  other  places ^ __ ^    -^^^^ 


B-^^^^U,tantitiesUko„   notherplac.,  and  not  specified;  or  give^in^H^^^^^^ 

caiuu     ,  ...e  a  so  ,n,„K.nse;  .„  two  places  Flatoft'  found  .0.000  .nus.uets.  Kc  ,.,. 
^tbatU  ..«  natthe  v,«„t  of  supplies  that  «„dc  the  French  -  n,y  abandon  P.hnd, 


SOS 


iho  scn-crcst  misfortunes,  and  dwell  with  enthusiasm  upon  the 
actions  o(  tlie  brave  men  who  Ibught  and  bled  ior  th<>ir  coun- 
try,  and  for  Europe.     It  was  no  conunon  danger  whieli  Uussiu 
liad  to  ciicounter;   but  the  resources  and  physical  power,  ol' 
10().()0(),000  ol  people,  which  were  marshalled  against  her  and 
l^macd  by  a  tremendous  energy,  that   knew  neither  },ity  nor 
rc.|,K.rse,   which  she  had  to  combat  and  to  overcome.     She 
Aood  hvm.     She  rose  superior  to  the  danger;  and  taught  a 
m.ble  lesson  to  despairhig  Europe.     "  What  prools,"  sax"  the 
j,n-atdul  Alexander,    "  of  courage,   of  bravery,   ol>V/,,  of  pa- 
uc.ce,   and  ot  fortitude,   has   not  Russia  shewn?  The  enemy 
vvlu,  penetrated  irUo  Russia  with  all  his  c/iaraclemtkih'ochy  and 
rage,  has  not  l,(.-en  able  to  draw  from  her  a  single  sh/(,  bv  the 
severe  wounds  he  has  inflicted.     It  would  seen,,  tluu  with  the 
blood  that  iiowed,  her  spirit  of  bravery  increased."*     it.  in- 
-iced  did  so,  till  at  length  their  eiforts  set  bounds  to  the  c^reeI' 
-.1  that  ambition,  which  threatened  ruin  to  the  liberties  of  the 
civihzed   woi-ld,  and  p,it  to  shame  the  haughty  boasting  of 
.at  proii<l  iiation,  which  had  long  trampled  upon  manlSnd. 
Amoiigst  ourselves,  the  result  silenced  many  of  those  proi.hets 
of  plagues  and  evU.  whose  jaundiced  ej-e  beheld  every  tiiUig 
<  .rough  a  Sickly  mediuiu,  wiiich  dared  to  league  itself  xyith 
ti.en-  liative  country,  in  order  to  resist  oppression,  and  to  op- 
pose ainbitioii.     Their  efforts,  in  conjunction  with  Spain,  rou«- 
od  and  con/amed  a  spirit  in  Europe,  which  could  never  be 
hud  to  sleep,  but  on  the  ruins  of  French  power  and  domina- 
Uon;  and  ojiened  to  a  b^-eding  wofld,  the  near  prospect  of  de- 
ineiance  f.oni  the  inost  galling  misery  and  oppression  that 
.ad  ever  scourged  the  earth,     la  a  few  words,   their  firmness 
>n)ught  down  the  strength  of  the  proud,  and  laid  «  low  the 
'aughtiness  of  the  terrible,"  and  the  issue  of  the  campaign  af- 
loids  a  lesson  to  sovereigns  and  nations,  which  never  can  befbr- 
!?otten,  that  an  Almighty  Being  governs  and  controuls  the  afiiwr^ 
of  nia.i  here  below,  and  who  will  not  always  hide  his  tkce  from 
Jis  servants,   nor  suffer  »vickediiess  to  escape  with  impunity, 
in  whatever  point  of  view,  aiid  however  we  consider  this  sub- 


Alexanders  ^,rocliw»tior>,  Wilna,  Jap.  Cth,  jei?. 


204» 


jcct,  wc  must  confess  in  tlie  language  of  Alexander,  that  what 
has  been  done,  «  surpasses  all  human  'poiirr." 

Having  thus  finished  the  artiiiis  of  the  north  for  IHI2,  it  is 
pow  time  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  siouth  of  Europe. 


CAMPAIGN  IN  8PAIN, 


1812. 

1  HE  campaign  of  1811,  which  had  liberated  Portugal,  had 
been  peculiarly  unfortunate  to  the  cause  of  Spain.     Their  gal- 
hint  resistance  seemed  only  to  bring  down  on  their  heads  mis, 
fortunes  more  severe.     Yet  no  voice  cried  submission,  nor  on- 
deavoured  to  excite  alarm,     The  cai)turc  of  the  important  for- 
tress of  Badajos,  by  the  treachery  or  timidity  of  its  governor, 
and  Valencia  besieged  and  daily  expected  to  fhll,  leit"no  place 
of  great  importance  in  Spain  which  were  not  in  the  tyrant's 
power,  except  Cadiz,  the  insular  situation  of  which,  l)ad  hither- 
to enabled  it  to  resist  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  invader.     In  a 
great  part  of  Spain,   however,   the  dynasty  of  Napoleon,  be'd 
but  a  precarious  tenure.    Gallicia  and  Asturias  were  in  u  great 
measure  free  from  their  grasp.     In  Navarre  and  Catalonl,  a 
most  destructive  warfare  was  waged  against  tliem  by  nuiner- 
ous  bands;  and  in  the  South-east,  part  of  Valencia  and  Murcia 
had  not  been  entered  by  them,  and  in  the  southern  extremities 
a  few  places  still  remainetl  in  the  power  of  the  patriots,  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  was  Tariffa.     The  enemy  had  a  prodigious  force 
scattered  over  the  country,  the  principal  part  of  whose  popula- 
tion being  condensed  in  cities  at  considerable  distances  from 
e^ch  other,  and  of  difficult  communication,  occasioned  him  to 
have  a  considerable  garrison  in  every  place.     Notwithstanding 
all  this,  Spain  seemed  subdued  and  her  cause  hopeless;  and  the 
close  of  the  year  1811,  saw  the  power  yf  the  French  invaders 


Sander,  that  what 
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flourishing   in  its  greatest  strcngih,  ui  h  the  most  .an.^une 
hopes  ot  Its  remaining  secure  and  perinment.  " 

But  the  deliverance  of  Portugal  was  in' reality  the  death 
l)lo^v  to  I  rench  ascendancy  in  the  I'cninsula.    It  left  tiie  ilhistri- 
lous  UelhngUm  and  his  brave  army,  at  liberty  to  pursue  ollen- 
s,ve  operations  against  his  antagonists,  by  which  the  future  se- 
cmty  and  Iranc^niHity  of  Portugal  couhl  only  be  penno^u-ntly 
established.      1  he  e,;en,y  allccted  to  treat  the  operations  of  th. 
prc.ccM.g  year  in  Portugal,  with  conten.pt  and   indittercnce; 
and  «-hde  then-  consequences  stung  him  to  the  soul,  he  wanted 
ton.ake  Europe  believe,  that  the  whole  was  a  plan  laid  Ibr  the 
more  certan,  humiliation  of  England.    Wellington',  defence  of 
ortMga  ,  was  turned  into  ridicule-"  May  he  ono  day  defend 
Lngland  m  a  smidar  numner,"  said  the  Moniteur.     And  con 
tinmng  Us  strain  of  irony  and  Gallic  confidence,  it  proceeded^ 
Ihe  ex-pence  ot  maintahung  your  army  in  the  Peninsula 
gives  to  lu-ance  already,   all  the  advantages  she  could  dorive 
;lio.n  the  present  contest;  and  while  you  are  put  to  a  ruinou^ 
expence,  m  mamtaining  not  only  your  army,  but  the  inhabitants 
.0 ^rtugal,  t  e  I'rcncA  an.,,  acco.Ung  to  its  funriarnenj^ 
^^  ts  upon  the  comrny  upon  which  it  makes  war,  and  onlJ 
co.ts    s  us  p.vy    which  we  shouW  be  obliged  to  supply  wherc;^ 
jver  U  was.     We  wish  with  all  our  hearts,  that  the  Prince  of 
bslmg  may  manoeuvre  instead  of  attacking  you,  and  by  doinrf 
^0,  keep  you  some  years  as  you  are-the  consequences  would 
e,  you  would  add   100,000,000  more  to  your  debt,  and  we 
sliould  be  certam  of  the  more  complete  submission  of  the  Pe- 
"-nsula      When  the  question  io  about  a  great  extent  of  conti- 
en    w  at  are  a  fbw  years,  besides  the  loss  of  60,000  men  lo 
(i^ngiund,  IS  as  great  as  500,000  to  France."  * 
Although  this  lan^ruage  was  very  different  from  that  which 
reatened  only  a  lew  nmnths  before,  to  drive  the  English  intl. 
■e  «ea,  m  such  a  hurry  as  not  even  to  allow  them  time  to  sav 
er  prayers;  and  which  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  th:' 
J  d  have  done,  ./  they  co^,d.     Yet  it  w.s  greedily  laid  hoU 
hi  in  Bruam  to  prove,  that  the  cause  of  Spain  was  hopeless; 
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arnd  tliat  the  plan  which  tlje  enemy  here  luid  down,  xvas  OMe  of 
tlic  surest  and  nicest  that  could  be  devised  ibr  the  sub)ii;^aii„„ 
of  the  Peninsula  anil  our  destruction,  'llie  Opposition  in  tJvw; 
Jintain  recommended  the  above  rarra;j;o  of  nonsense  and  i,n. 
Lecility,  a«  the  most  correct  and  disjjassionute  levimv  of  t)n, 
real  situation  of  the  aflairs  in  tiie  Peninsula.     "  One  mouI,; 
tliink,"   says   the   Morning   Chronicle  of  March  7th,    Um 
"  that  the  reilections  upon  the  measures  of  our  governinom,' 
had  come  iVcjm  the  pen  of  a  British  Patriot;  for  never  ww 
truths  stated   with   more  seasonable  wisdom;"  and  on  the 'Jl<i 
March,  U.A  Grenviile  a,sserted,  that  "  The  British  army  ,"i,iv 
occupied  a  ground  which  was  completely  circumscribed  by  ti,e 
"nemy,"  and  thi     the  system  pursued  "  xvhile  it  in  no  dcjrii, 
})romoted  the  interests  of  that  country,  creatcil  an  enonnow 
drain  on  the  resources  ol'this,  which  might  eventually  unlit  us 
for  i'uture  exertions  and  a  i'uture  struggle."     Imbibing  all  ilic 
j^atcments  of  the  enemy,  as  perfectly  correct,   when*'  in  fact 
tliese  were  oidy  meant  to  cover  disaster,  and  to  give  iood  k 
those  who  opposed  the  measures  of  the  British  Govermr.cni; 
M  seemed  never  to  have  struck  the  minds  of  those  people,  tli;it 
tlie  resources  of  France  might  fail  before  those  of  Kngland  did. 
I'hat  a  few  years  in  such  a  contest,  was  in  reality  a  great  dal 
and  might  alter  the  whole  face  of  affairs  against  the  encim; 
and  lastly,  that  although  this  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war, 
in  order  to  complete  it  the  more  effectually  by  prolonging  the 
rontest,  might  l)e  believed  in  France  to  be  the  best,  ^1)0°  iia- 
tions  might  think  difterently,  and  ascribe  the  slow  accomplisli- 
ment  of  the  object  to  inability  to  gain  it,  and  which  might  in- 
duce others  to  resist,  as  the  Portuguese  and  Spooiards  had 
done.     Delays  in  such  matters  had  always  been  considered  as 
dangerous,   nor  was  Bonaparte  the  man,  who  would  tryst  any 
thing  to  futurity  which  could  be  accomplished  in  the  present 
moment. 

Finding,  however,  that  he  was  foiled  in  his  views,  and  not  | 
able  to  succeed  as  he  expected,  he  j)ut  the  best  and  most  ap- 
j)alling  face  upon  affairs  that  lie  could:  "  When  England  shall 
be  cxiiaustcd,"  said  he,   "  when  she  shall  at  last  have  felt  tlu 
ovils  which  for  twenty  years,  she  liath  with  so  much  cruelty 
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poured  o,.t  upon  the  Continct.  JB^n  halfhr  famitic,  shall 
k>n  ,nou,.,  :  the,  sl,alU  pen  of  thmulcr  put  a„  end  to  th. 
afturs  ot  the  enu.sala,  the  destinies  ofhor  arn.io.s,  and  avc-n<.e 
Kwiope  and  Asia,  by  finishinn;  this  second  Punic  war  "  *  V.hi 
pr«hct,ons  and  impotent  nrenaces!  A  peal  of  thtn.der  did  put 
.."  end  to  thH  second  Punic  war,  In.t  the  bolt  was  launche<l  by 
a  nH>re  unernng  hand,  and  took  a  very  dillbrent  direction 

he  hery  sun  of  Austerlitx,  which  had  so  Ion,,  desolutc^l  the 
world  w.th  h,s  scorehu,;,  rays,   had   now  passed  his  meridiau 
..■en,th.      From  the  Zenith  of  his  power,  h.  was  about  to  de- 
scend r.pully  to  a  hori.on  in  view,  where  clouds,  storn.s,  and 
darkness,    were    collecting  to    extinguish  his    bean.s    fo  ever 
fho  attack  upon  the  Peninsula,  as  it  was  the  most  wanton  and 
.mjusfhable  of  nil  Bonaparte's  wicked  deeds,  so  it  was  t>ro 
d..ct.vc  ot  the  nu,st  fatal  consequences  to  hin,.     It  „ot  Lly" 
^|Ccas,onec   hm.  the  loss  of  vast  armies,  but  these  perished  in  « 
d^graceful  „,anncr;  and  even  when  they  were  victorious,  thev 
■^^I"<1  nought  to  h,s  fame.     At  the  same  time,  it  awakened 
such  a  spw.t  of  resistance  amongst  other  nations,  also  trampled 
.pn  and  oppressed,  as  was  evident  would  not  be  lulled  as  ecu 
"itiioiit  a  struggle.  '^-^^iH 

The  first  operation  which  may  be  classed  under  the  head  of 

LlrT  "/''''  ""  ^^'-'^^--o^-Tarifiabv  Colonel 
bk  ret.  i  ,e  place  was  mvested  by  General  Laval  or.  the 
.'0th  Dt>cember,  1811,  with  10,000  men,  and  a  regular  batterhu' 
^.n  of  artillery.  TarifTa  was  only  defended  b/ a  wad  ^^^ 
b^  .re  the  u.e  of  gunpowder,  and  was  at  the  same  til        b, ! 

e  commanded  within  half  mnsqnet  shot,  and  also  to  b 
l.'>.I<cd  or  taken  m  reverse  in  every  part.    The  garrison  at  thi. 
m..  con..te<l  of  lOOO  British,   and  800  Spani.^.  troops      O 
e  ^  .  the  enemy's  besieging  army  begaJ  to  ba.er  i,!  bl-ea^ 
«"<  ..tter  a  tremendous  fire  with  shot  and  shells  for  two  A  J 
on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  a  breach  wa.  effected  from  o^^ 
0  yards  broad.     The  enemy  immediately  advanced  to  the  „^ 
-  t  w^.  .000  picked  men;  but  they  were  defeated  and  1   ven 
back  with  very  great  loss.    The  fire  of  musquetry  from  the^r- 

*  Bonaparte',  speech  to  the  L.sl.lativc  Coc?j-,  Jane  lC;h,  ISU. 
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risoii, repeatedly  clieeled  the enemy'n ad vjince, .'iiid  in  less tlian.ir, 
hour  tlie  victory  was  Uc':ido(l.     The  boldest  of  the  enemy  III 
at  the  loot  of  tlie  breach,  and  the  remainder  tliat  escaped,  inadc 
a  l)ree.ipitate  retreat,  abandonin^r  their  wounded,  till  a  finfr  (,i 
tniee  from  tlie  brave  j^'arrison  p;avc  them   liberty  to  remove 
them.     Their  loss  was  about  1000  men  killed  and  woumkd. 
and    lOoflicers,  and  .'50  soldiers  prisoneru.     The  JJritish  Jtsv 
only  9  killed  and  27  wounded.*     In  consequence  of  this  rf. 
pulse,   Laval  raised  the  seige,  and  retired  with  precipitatioii. 
leaving  the  whole  olhis  artilkiy  and  stores  in  the  hands  of  tin" 
victors.     The  defence  ol"  'J'ariilh,  was  deservedly  celebrated  as 
a  most  glorious  exploit  performed  by  its  brave  Governor  and 
garrison. 

The  next  event,  Iiowevcr,  was  of  a  very  different  complexion. 
General  IViake  witlj  the  army  on  the  East  of  Spain,  liaving  been 
defeated   in  a  general  battle,    was  obliged  to  take  refirge  in 
Valencia,  where  lie  was  innnediately  besieged  by  Sachet  with 
n  formidable  army;  and  on  the  9th  January,  compelled  to  sui- 
render  liimself  and  his  army,  amounting  to  nearly  20,000  uitn, 
prisoners  of  war.     On  the  5th,  the  bond)ardment  was  coiii^ 
mcnced,   and  after  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  garrison  upon 
the  6th  to  capitulate,  it  was  continued  with  the  utmost  furv  lor 
three  days  and  three  nights.     Twenty-seven  hundred  bomb* 
were  thrown  into  the  city,  which  did  much  damage,  and  set  ii 
on  fire  in  several  places.     The  engineers  had  effected  a  lod^re- 
ment  in  the  last  h.ouses  of  the  suburbs.    Two  mines  were  placed 
under  the  principal  gates  of  the  town.     The  assault  was  ujwa 
the  point  of  being  made,  under  a  comraand^r  the  most  sanguin- 
ary and  ferocious  of  all  the  French  banditti  who  have  scomgi-d 
Europe;  when  Blake,  to  save  Valencia,  a  city  containing  1 00,000 
inhabitants,  and  at  that  time,  says  Suchet,  200,000,  the  horrors 
of  such  a  scene,  concluded  a  cajiitulation.     In  the  place  were 
found,  according  to  the  enemy,  374  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  vast 
quantity  of  military  stores.     In  violation  of  the  capitulation,  the 
French  had  no  sooner  entered  the  place,  than  they  setaljut 
butchering  all  the  inhabitants,  who  had  been  concerned  in  the 


*  Skorrpfa  iliinot/'li   Jon    lu*    ■..<-!  t  ...jj —  r- .._    i        amu 
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mssftcro  c.f  ilu-  IVoudnnon  ia  tl.o  place  In  1H08,  nl  iW  com 
mcnmncnt  of  .lu-  atrovious  invasion  c.f  Sp,iu  l.y  lionapartc, 
ami  alter  (he  nmasacrc  of  ll.c-  inhabitant,  of  Macirid  l.v  Ins  cnl.  ! 
ll.ocapt.uv  of  Valencia  was  .he  severest  blow  wind,  the  Patri* 
one  cause  inul  yet  snstuine.l.  h  annihilated  the  only  .-en.ainin.. 
vegnlar  army  they  ha<l,  and  .ave  the  onen.y  the  c  mnnanU;- 
one  of  the  fn.t  c.ties  and   finest  parts  ofd.Ain.don..  la 

cclebrate<l  u,  Pans  wuh  ..-.at  rc^oicin,s,  and  Wked  uplra 
the  las  operafon  of  nnportanco  which  they  had  to  undert  ke.  h 
order  to  secure  the  con.plete  subn.ission  of  Spain.     But      " 
«m'  most  (jncvoiisly  iinslalicn.  ' 

On  .1.0  :»tl,  l)„cc.,„l„.,s  Cn.„c.n,l  Iliil  ,„„,,,„  ,,.,,,,  „,  ,,  ,,,  ., 
>«...  ol  the  oncny  «t„ti„,u,l  at  iMni.la  u,„|cr  Oc„o,„l  I      , 

lot      rl,o  oncny,  n,„witl„ta,uli„(,  cvotj-  otli.rt  t„  h.torcoM 
Inn,  c<rooto,i  1,,.,  ret,x,,t,  wi.l,  .,,o  l„„  „f  i,,„„.  ,„  ,„  ;"^.  ^ 
"iJ  -untie.     »l,.le  „„.  „f  ,„„  Utitisl,  „,,,  2,   ki  l"d    n 
"»...  «l.        )ronot   and    D'Erl.n,  al.,  eflktal  ,l,o         c' ,  e 

«.  AI,„on,ln.l.j.„  while  he  „t.cu,„tod  to  .„,.j,,i.e    he,    u' 
Similar  nianncr.  "iv-iu  in  a 

l!n.  ,.|,orati„n,  „f  „  „„r,  ,erio„s  ,„,d  .leckive  nature  wore 
. ..V  ahout  to  ...ko  piaec.    La,d  V\-ellh,g,„„  et.llected  h  In  „ 
a  d  pn.,ng the  C.,a,  onteted  ..,,ai„  an.l  laid  ,i,.ge  t„  Ciuda  7  .' 
«o.     Ihe  fortres,  .„»  „,v.,ted  .,„  the  8,h,  and  on  „,  Jen. 
mgof  the  satne  .  „,,  one  of  the  outwork,  of  the  ,,beew,stak 
c"  Wa^ault.     This  onaWed  the  be.iege,-s  to  LXTo.t 
™l...,  .00  yard,  of  the  „h,ee.     On  I  night     f    if ,    S' 
,    otal  G,,,hant  sur,,r,..d  the  ono,„y,  .,e,„e ifnent  in  ,  e™„: 
-cnt  ol  .Santtt  Cruz,  close  to  tl.o  body  of  the  place-  and  on  1 
»™».„  of  „,c  Hth,  the  besiege,.  0-peno.l  th'eir  ^^      LTi, 
.tees,  ,„o„„t,„g  22  gnns,  fio,,,  the  l,„t  parallel,  and  21 
.le  .nne  eve.nng  ..„abled  then,  to  establish  theto  elvj  lit 
H«»..l  parallel,  within   l.O  yards  of  th.  hotly  of    ,e  let 
-.•en  the  Utl,  „nd  ,i,tl,  the  seeond  parallel    vas  ctn  ,p     ed 

,    .        ' '"  S'"""-     «"  the-  niifht  of  the  l.^ifh.  .1,..  I.„.;...„ , 

j«™.-.  .mm  the  left  of  the  fest  parallel,  dowVtho"!;;':; 
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tne  hill,  towards  the  convent  of  St.  Francisco,  to  a  place  wlicif! 
the  walls  of  the  Fausso  Bray  and  of  the  town  were  seen,  jind 
upon  which  situation  a  battery  of  seven  guns  was  constnictod, 
which  commenced  their  fire  on  the  18th.     The  fire  of  the  Brit- 
ish  artillery,    under  the  direction  of  Major    Dickson  of  tiic 
Royal  artillery,  was  welt  directed  and  did  great  execution.     By 
the  19th,   the  fire  from  the  first  parallel  had  considerably  inl 
jurcd  thedcT-nces  of  the  place,  niul  had  made  breaches,  both  in  tlit 
Taiisse  Bray,  and  in  the  body  of  the  place.     The  battery  on  the 
slope  of  the  hill  had  been  equally  effectual  against  the  suburbs  of 
St.  Francisco,  more  to  the  left.    On  the  evening  of  the  1 9th,  not- 
xvithstaliding  the  approaches  had  not  been  brought  to  the  crest 
of  the  glacis,  is  was  determined,  by  Lord  Wellington,  to  stovm 
the  place.     For  this  j)urpose  the  troops,  after  it  was  dark,  mov- 
ed forward  in  five  colunnis,  consisting  of  the  3d  and  light  di- 
visions, and  of  Geneial  Pack's  brigade.     The  two  right  co- 
]umns  were  conducted  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  O'Toole  of  tlio 
3d  Cii9a(!ores,  and  Major  Kidge  of  the  5th  regiment.     'J'licsc 
columns  were  dosti?ied  to  protect  the  advance  of  Major  Goiio- 
nil  Mackinnon's  brigade,  which  formed  the  third  column  dcv 
tined  to  attack  the  breach  in  the  Fausse  Bruy  wall.     These 
three  columns  were  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Gtiiera! 
Picton.     The  tth  column,  consisting  of  the  43d  and  5rA  ret;!- 
ments  and  pait  of  the  95th  regiment,  being  comj)osed  of  troojis 
belonging  to  the  light  division,  under  the  direction  of  Major 
General  Crauford,  were  to  attack  tlie  breaches  on  the  left,'  in 
the  front  of  St.  Francisco,  and  also  to  cover  the  left  of  thebodv 
Which  attacked  the  principal  breach.     The  5lh  column,  xmlvt 
the  dn-ection  of  Brigadier  General  Pack,  was  to  make  a  f.L^c 
attack  upon  the  southern  face  of  the  tort.     Besides  these,  tlic 
91th  regiment,  in  two  colinnns,  descended  into  the  ditch,  on  tin 
Tight  of  Major  General  Mackinnon's  brigade,   with  a  view  to 
protect  the  descent  of  that  body  into  the  ditch,  and  its  attnd 
of  the  bi'each  in  the  Fausse  Bruy,  anil  to  oppose  any  obstacles 
Xvhich  the  enemy  might  bring  ibrward  in  that  quarter. 

This  attack,  so  admirably  jjlaimed,  completely  succeeded. 
Major  Ridge  stormed  the  princ!i)a!  l)rc<ac!!  is)  tlsc  body  of  the 
place,  alon^r  with  the  94th  regiment,  under  tlic  commanil  of 
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Colonel  Campbell.      Lieutenant  General  Picton,  and  Major 
General   Mackinnpn  directed  and  led  the  iroops  in  the  main 
point  of  attack.     The  latter  gallant  officer,  after  he  had  gal- 
kuitly  and  successlUlly  led  on  his  men,  was  blown  to  pieces'by 
fjie  accidental  explosion  of  a  powder  magazine,  close  to  the  main 
breach.     Major  (.ieneral  Crautbr<l,  and  Major  (^-neral  Van- 
ueleur  were  e(]ually.  successful  on  tiieii-  side,  ami  IJi'igadier  Ge-. 
ueral  Pack  eagerly  turned  the  ttilsc  attack  into  a  r»-al  one;  and 
ins  advanced  guard,  under  Major  Lynch,  ibllowed  the  enemy. 
into  the  Fausse  Uray,  and  made  prisoners  all  who  opposed  theni. 
The  raj)ic]ity  with  which  the  place  was  carried,  thro^igh  death 
and  darkness,  and  in  the  face  of  formidable  works.^diilicult 
breaches,  and  the  most  detcrniined  opposition,  is  the  best  tribute 
:    to  British  valour.     'I'hc  anlour  of  the  troops,  both  officers  and 
jiieii,  were  irresistible.     In  half  an  hour  after  the  assault  began, 
all  that  rcnuiincd  of  the  French  garrison  were  prisoners  of  war, 
and  the  British  flag  proudly  waved  over  the  turrets  of  Ciudad 
Jlodrjgo.     Our  loss  in  this  arduous  enterprize  was  severe,  par- 
ticularly in  gallant  officers.     Geueral  Mackinnon,  as  has  been 
already  noticed,  was  killed.     Major  General  Craufurd  received 
a  wound,  of  which  he  soon  afterwards  died.     Major  General 
Vandeleur  was  also  woundal,  as  were  also  Lieutenant  Col.  Col- 
bourne,  and  Major  George  Napier,  with  many  others.     Lord 
Wellington  paid  high  and  deserved  praise  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
O'Toole,  Major  Ridge,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  Major 
Manners,    and  Major    Grey,  the  latter   of  whom   was   twice 
wounded  during  the  siege;    and  to  all  the  officers  and  men, 
British  or  Portuguese,  engaged  in  this  enterprise.     Our  loss 
during  the  siege  was  lOlG  British,  and  24.3  Portuguese  killed 
and  wounded.     That  of  the  enemy,  1300  killed  and  wounded, 
and   1700  prisoners.     One  hundred  and  fifty  three  pieces  of 
ordnance  were  found  in  the  place,  amongst  which   were  the 
lieavy  artillery  belonging  to  the  army  of  Portugal,   or  rather 
that  under  the  command  ol"  Marmont.* 

The  capture  of  Ciudad  Kodrlgo,  was  an  event  which  astonish- 
^'d  Kurope.   Jt  Mas  an  argument  beyond  the  power  of  French  so- 

«  Welliiigfoii's  Di-.patcb,  'JOth  Janunry,  1S12,  London  Gazctfo. 
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phisliT  to  refiito,  that  the  French  armies  were  now  losing  ^mntm! 
m  the  Peninsula;    and,  accordingly,  the  Moniteur  neu,-  at- 
tempted to  misrepresent  it.     Its  animating  inflnence  was  illt 
aronnd  the  shores  of  the  Gulph  of  Finhuid;    and  Russia,  no 
doubt,   repeated,   if  the  British  and  Portuguese  vanqin^.h'  th,- 
enemy,  why  may  not  we?    There,  and  in  France,  the  n.:,ttci- 
was  readily  appreciated;  and  it  was  only  in   Britain,  ain„n.rst 
one  class  of  men,  that  the  thing  conld  not  be  understood.    tCv 
wondered  what  could  be  Lord  Wellington's  motive  for  takino- 
the  place— they  were  astonished  at  Jiis  want  of  judgment,  ia 
suffering  himself  to  be  taken  in  the  «  trmt  de  rat;'  which  the 
cunning  French  General  liad  })reparcd  for  him.     The  LVciich 
Cieneral,  however,  argued  very  differentlv.     He  was  at  mo'  1„ss 
to  guess  the  motives  which  induced  Lord  Wellington  to  attack 
the  place,   but  in  the  sudden  success  attending  the  open.tir.ns 
agamst  it,    «  There  is,    says  he,    something-  «,    inco.upnhni- 
sMc,   that  I  will  not  i)ermit  myself  to  make  any  observation 
on  it."t     Marmont  was  riglit— the  less  he  said  the  better— f„r 
the  more  he  said,  the  more  lie  would  sliew  either  his  own  w.nt 
of  talent,  or  his  deficiency  of  means  to  contend  with  hi.  ant  i-r 
onist,   two  things  Frenchmen  were  not  fond  to  acknowled' "■ 
Lord  Welhngton's  object  in  attacking  Ciudad  Rodri-r,,  ^.s 
very  obvious.     It  lessened  the  enemy's  hold  in  Spain,  and  au-'r. 
mented  h,s-it  cut  off  all  direct  communication  between  the 
Irench  army  in  the  North  of  Spain,  and  that  in  the  Southern 
Fovmces;  and,   lastly,   was  not  only  an  additional  guard  to 
I  ortuga  ,  but  gave  Lord  Wellington  an  open  door,  by  which 
he  could  salely  enter  Spain  when  he  found  it  co.nenient      It 
was,  no  doubt,  a  bitter  pill  for  French  var.ity  to  swallow,  which 
in  1810   through  that  Fclinn  trumpet,  the  Moniteur,  branded 
Lord  UellM.gton  as  the  langhing  stock  of  Europe,  for  suffer- 
u;g  It  to  all  wnhout  risking  a  battle  for  its  relief:  and  besides. 
Im  Lordslnp  performed  in  10  days,  what  the  Child  of  Fortune 
Massena,  took  20  days  to  accomplish,  when  the  place  was  not' 
so  strong  as  ,t  was  at  this  time.     As  to  the  iueomprehensible 
liumner  n,  which  .t  was  taken,  it  was  Wellington  .ho  planned 

t  IMarmcmt's  Dispatch,  Salamanca,  January  21st,  isisj. 
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it,  llntisli  activity  uhicl.  carried  on  the  operations,  an(i  I^ritisli 
v;ilour  wluch  accomplished   it;    and  surely  it  was  not  the  first; 
I  time,  as  Ahonkir  and   Traial.^.ar  can  witness,  that  tlieso  had 
Pfrrorined  e.iually  inconi])re]iensibie  thin-s  as^ainst  Frenchmen 
To  assist  in  the  redncticn  of  Xak-ncia,   Marnu.nt  had  upo.i 
the   ISth   ]i.'cend3cr,   detached  General  Monthrun  with  three 
divisions  ot  inhintry,  and  one  division  of  cavalrv,  havii...  with 
thc-n.  .'U)  pieces  of  a.'lillery.     These  troops,  in  'conseqnJnce  of 
.rnie  error  (,1  the  (Jeneral,  did  not  arrive  in  the  neighbonrliood 
ot  Valencia,  till  a  day  or  two  after  its  fall,  when  the  ra})id  niul 
iiiicxpectcd  advance  of  Lord  Wellington  against  Ciiulad  Rod- 
ngo,  compelled  them  to  measure  back  their  steps,  in  all  haste 
niter  having  threatened  Alicant,  which  place  they  had  actuallv 
ivadicdon  the  IMh;  and,  accordingly,  by  the  25th  Jainwn., 
they  had  again  reached  the  Tagus,  on  their  return;  a  dreadful 
.".<  harassing  march  at  that  season  of  the  year.     Marmont  as- 
.^cnblcd  his  army,  irom  their  different  cantonments,  as  qnicklv 
as  PO-'l>'e,  but,  he  came  too  late.     Ciuda.!  R.:lrigo  had  fhlle,;; 
aiKl  Lord    Wellington,  after   having  th  ,.  strong  bp.ni.h 

jamson  into  the  place,  under  the  con.manu  of  that  brave  officer 
General  Lspana,  retired  behind  the  Aa;ued.,  to  prepare  for 
Lirther  operations;  and  >Lu-mont  was  obliged  for  want  of  any 
pomt  ot  support,  and  of  provisions,  to  retur,,,  chagrined  and 
disappointed,  to  Salamanca. 

For  this  and  other  important  services,  the  moment  that  the 
la-gci.cy  restrictions  expired,  the  Prince  Regent  conferrod  np- 
»..  Lord  \l  elhngton,  the  rank  of  Earl,  and  Parliament  .^ranted 
111",  an  annuity  of  .£'2000  per  annum,  wJiile  the  CortcCat  the 
same  time,  created  him  Duke  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo. 

In  the  meantime  J.e  destructive  Guerilla  war,  was  carried  on 

with  increased  activity.     These  men  were  the  Cossacks  of  the 

mith    who  carried  destruction,  silent,  but  sure,  amongst  the 

reach  armies.     Unless  the  huter  marched  in  very  formidable 

b'Hl.es  they  had  no  security  against  the  attacks  of  these  inde- 

|t,gab  e  people.     Every  day  cut  oiF  numbers  of  the  invading 

osts;  tiiey  perished  „,  shame  and  silence,  unknowing  and  un! 

!^"own.     Ui  the  difJerent  actions  which  took  place,  it  is  hardly 

possible  to  give  any  tiling  like  a  detailed  account.     Neither  by 
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night  nor  by  day  could  the  Frencli  move  to  any  quarter  in  any 
r»';t  of  tlic  centre  or  xNorth  of  Spain.     Their  couriers  ^yJ, 
<)b!i,^rc(I  to  be  escorted  by  2.-i0,   or  more  men;    and,  after  all 
but  lew  of  these  ever  reached  the  places  of  their  dcstiuatio,,.' 
Amongst  the  most  enterpriKing  and  uiost  active  of  the  leader 
of  these  bands,  was  Trcneral  Mina.     It  is  hardly  credible  vvhu; 
losses  this  oilicer  infi  cted  upon  the  invaders  of  his  couulrv,  or 
to  detail   the  dangers  he  must  have  undergone.     About 'i|,is 
time  he  captured  the  whole  garrison  of  Iluesca,  consisting  of 
1000  men;  and  being  attacked  on  the  4th  January,  by  a  force 
«)t  3000  men,  who  endeavoured  to  relieve  the  prisoners,  lie  d,- 
leatcd  tliem  with  the  loss  of  nearly  half  their  numbers.     His 
name  was  a  terror  to  the  French  i.i  tJiat  part  of  Spain;  nnd 
every  exertion   was  made  to  get  liim  into  their  power,  but  al- 
v.-a>s  without  effect.     Few  convoys  passed  or  repassed  between 
France  and  Sj^ain  that  Mina  did  not  capture  a  part,  or  tlie 
whole  of  them;   and  thus  left  the  French  army  frequently  in 
great  distress,  ibr  many  of  the  first  necessaries  to  carry  on  t'heir 
ojierations. 

In  Catalonia  also  a  sanguinary  and  destructive  warfare  was  _ 
carried  on  bfitwixt  the  French  and  Spanish  troops.     The  hu  | 
ler,  under  tlie  conmiand  of  the  Baron  de  Erolles  and  Gonml 
I^icy.     The  brave  inhabitants  of  that  province  refused  subiiiis- 
sion  to  the  French  yoke;  and  notwithstanding  their  contiguity 
to  Fraiice,  which  left  them  particularly  exposed  to  the  nuuch 
and  attacks  of  formidable  French  armies,  still  they  continued 
to  resist,  and  occasioned  a  protligious  los5  of  men  to  the  invad- 
CIS.     Suchet  having  withdrawn  the  greater  part  of  his  force 
from  that  province,  in  order  to  carry  on  his  operations  against 
A^nltncia,   Baron  de  Erolles  and  Lacy,  in  conjunction  with 
Captain  Codrington  of  the  Blake,  the  commander  of  the  Brit- 
ish ships  in  that  quarter,  conceived  it  a  favourable  opportunity 
to  attack  Tarragona.     Having  assembled  a  considerable  force, 
they,  accordingly,  marched  towards  the  place.     A  series  ol  se- 
vere  actions  took  place  between  them  and  the  enemy,  in  which 
both  parties  lost  a  great  number  of  men.     Having  fallen  in 
with  a  French  division  on  their  advance,  they  destroyed  it,  m\ 


215 

I  took  600  prisoners;*  hut  they  were  ohhVocl  to  rohnqi.ish  thoir 
object,  notwithstanding  the  assistance  they  would  have  reeeiv 
[  cii,  for  Gen.  Decaen  having  colleeted  a  considerable  force  iron. 
Barcelona,  and  other  places,  nuu-ched  upon  Tarragona  fron, 
,ho  nor  1),   wh.le  part  of  the  army  wliieh  had  been  at  Valencia 
ciag  liberated  by  tlie  fidi  of  that  place,  marched  back  to  rc^ 
lievc  larragona  from  the  danger  which  tlneatencd  it.     I'hc^e 
amvxd  trom  the  South  upon  the  very  day  on  the  evenin.  of 
«luch  the  place  was  to  be  attacked;  when,  the  Spaniard,  ^nd- 
^n^  themselves  ph.ced  in  a  perilous  situation,  retreated  with  co„- 
Hderableloss      Decaen,  who  makes  no  mention  of  the  arrival 
0  any  part  ot  the  army  under  Suehet  to  his  assistance,  takes 
«ll  the  ment  oi  delivering  l^n-ragona  to  himself,  and  sa^-s,  th.t 
on  the  '24th  Jam.ary  he  defeated  l^'EnAlc.  at  Alta   Fouill. 
-t    the  loss  of  2000  men,  killed,  wounded,  or  prisoners,  with' 
='11  thou-  artd lery,  whde  his  own  loss  was  only  25  killed  and  1 47 
wounded.      1  he  whole,  says  he,  would  have  been  taken  or  de- 

:;t  r"  ^'''' ;;"""''""  ^"^^  '^''^'  •■^^•'"^^  ^^-j  ^-^  favoured 

T   "r*  T^        f '  "^^^^■"^'^^-^Ji"^  ^^»t  his,  we  find,  that  the 
|.xt  day  the  French  army  was  attacked,  unexpectedly,  at  St 
Kleur;  and    according  to  their  own 'accounts,   ver/ rough k 
handled,  without  much  loss  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards.      13u\ 
"the  operations  that  took  place  in  Catalonia,  w-e  are  much  in 
liie  dark,  except  through  tlie  deceitful  medium  of  the  French 
reports.     The  principal  ports  being  in  the  po..ession  of  the 
enemy,  and  ud  communication  being  cut  off  from  the  other 
parts  ol  the  country,  many  a  brave  acticm  has  been  buried  irv 
Ob  iv.nn,  and  remains  unknown.     Day  after  day  the  French 
papoi.  told  „s  Catalonia  was  subdued;  and  day  after  day  w. 
'"'■'^f  theni  inflicting  deep  wounds  upon  the  enemy,  and  eve, 
en  ormg  the  French  territory,  ana  carrying  off  insLy,  con 
Innions  m  money  and  provisions.  ^ 

/..the  neighbourhood  of  Cartama,  Don  Fclippe  Montis 
^1  of  of  the  stafTof  the  4th  Spanish  arm^,  attacked  upon  ll 
16tl>  I-ebruary,  a  force  of  2000   French  infantry,  and  4000 

•  Codrin«t„n',  Letter  Janunry  OGth.^T.n.don  Gazelle. 

kLtT'^  f  T''"'  ^"''"»' J«""-y  ^ist.    The  truth  was,  th.t  De  EroIIes  cut   " 
««>  ^«y  through  the  enetny  with  considerable  loss.  -Concisa,  Fchruary  J Cth 
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cavnliy,  iukIlt  the  command  of  tlie  Governor  of  Mala^ni,  ;„„! 
tlL>ff:iti'il  it  witli  very  groat  loss:  sonic  accounts  say  2000  umi 
In  consequence  of  uliicli  success,  tlie  Spaniards  were  upon  tl„^ 
pomt  of  entering  Malaga,  when  tlic  French  General,  Hey,  vitl, 
2000  infantry  and  200  horse,  '-inie  to  the  assistance  of  his'c,,,,,. 
rades,  and  attiicked  the  Spaniards  on  the  flank  and  rear,  iie 
was,   nevertheless,    repulsed  with    considerable   loss;    and'tl,c 
Spanish  force,  only  amounting  to  about  2000,  were  then  eii- 
abled  to  cflect  their  retreat  in  safety  to  yun(|uera.*     ()„  tl„ 
4.th  of  February  another  of  those  severe  misfortunes,   Mhid, 
were  hut  too  frequent,  again  befel   the    Sj^anish  arms,  ari^ 
ing  from  the  treachery  of  their  officers.      Peniscola,  a  very 
strong  fortress  on  the  East  coast  of  Spain,  to  the  northward  .,t 
INIurviedro,  which  had  been  invested  by  Suchet,  was  given  up 
by  tl.L.  Governor,  Don  G.  Navarro,  without  oj^position,  he  de- 
claring that  he  detested  the  English,  and  looked  upon  Joscpl, 
as  his  lawful  king,  whom  he  would,  with  all  Ids  heart,  obey  and 
serve.     In  this  place  was  taken  looo  men,  GG  i)ieccs  of  caimo!i, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition  and  provisions.f     Do;,,;,' 
also  a  strong  place,   between  \'alencia  and  Alicant,  was  taken 
possession  of  by  the  enemy,  under  the  connnand  of  General 
Harispe,  acting  under  Suchet,  wlio,  ibr  his  conduct,  had  b«n 
t;rcated  Duke  of  Albufbra,   a  place  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Valencia,  yielding  u  considerable  revenue.     This  was,  how- 
ever,  amongst  the  last  of  Suchet's  exploits;  for  though  he  held 
his  position  for  some  time  longer,  he  could  extend  his  conqucsb 
no  further. 

In  consequence  of  the  advance  of  Lord  Wellington,  and 
capture  of  Ciudad  Ilodrigo,  General  Honnet,  with  the  Frcndi 
force  in  Asturias,  abmidoned  that  province,  and  marchotl  to 
join  Marmont.  He  was  followed  and  harrassed  by  Generai 
Porlier,  and  suffered  a  considerable  loss  in  his  retreat.  "  The 
Guerilla  parties  also  continued  to  increase,  and  their  operations 
to  become  every  C,y  more  important."^  Saoniel,  in  Uj)pe» 
Castde,  near  Medina  del  Campo,  intercepted  the  communica- 

♦  Montis*  Dispatch,  Yunqucra,  I-Vbrunry  17tli. 

t  Suchet's  Dispatch,  Valencia,  Ffl)niary  7th. 

}  WellingtuM'.  Dispatch,  Frenada,  l-ebrimry  1  yth.-London  Gazette. 
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tion  of  the  French  army  of  Portugal,  and  took  100  pri.oncrsf 
an,   another  party  drove  back  a  French  force  across  the  Tietar 
with  considerable  loss.     Near  Seguenza  the  corps  of  the  Em- 
pK-enado,  consisting  of  C500  men,  were  represented  by  the 
h-ench  accounts  as  totally  defeated  and  dispersed,  after  a  sliam 
act-on;  but  these  accounts  wove  so  often  repeated,  that  it  wa's 
evident  no  further  reliance  could  he  placed  on  thorn,  than  that 
there  was  frequent  and  severe  fighting  with  these  parties,  aird 
w.th  alternate  success.    On  the  .th  J-Vbruary,  Mina  fell'  in  with 
(.cneral   Souleir  and   about  1600  ii.iantry  and   170  cavalrv, 
which  he  n.stantiy  attacketl,  and  completely  routed,  with  the 
loss  of  yoo  men  killed  and  wotmdcd.     His  'own  loss  was  200. 
As  many  of  Jus  followers  and  the  inhabitants  of  Navarre  had 
been  imng  by  the  orders  of  the  French  Generals,  who  insisted 
that  tlu^y  should  not  defend  their  country  in  the  manner  they 
<1kI:  Mma,  at  this  time,*  issued  a  retaliatory  decree,  command- 
ing  the  same  punishment  to  be  inflicted  upon  all  the  French 
oihcers  and  men,  which  might  fall  into  his  hands,  and  which 
soon  put  a  stop  to  such  an  infemal  system. 

Jjord  M^ellington  having  repaired  the  fortress  of  Ciudad 
Rodngo,  and  left  a  force  to  watch  the  eiu^my's  motions  in  that 
qimrter,  turned  his  attention  to  Estremadura.     For  some  time 
previous,  a  considerable  part  of  the  army  aad  been  moving  to». 
wards  the  fagus,   and  took  the  road  to   ]<  iva.,   where  stores,- 
provisions,  ai,d  battering  artillery  of  all  descriptions,  had  been 
hnngmg  up  from  Lisbon,  which  left  no  doubt  but  that  Bi^lajos 
|vns  Ins  Lor(  ship's  object.     General  Hill,  with  the  force  under 
|i«  contmand,  had  been  ordered  to  approach  Merida,  to  cover 
he  operations.     On  the  IGth,    Badajos  was  invested  from  the 
Wt  bank  of  the  Guadiana,   by  the  3d,  4th,  and  light  divisions 
of  inlantry,  and  with  a  brigade  of  Lieutenant  General  H^mil- 

0^^  blished  a  parallel  within  200  yards  of  the  outwork,  c'allcl 
^nna  wluch  embraced  the  whole  s.  k.  angle  of  the  fbrt. 
Ntuiths  aiuhng  the  mc^ssant  rains,, the  works  were  continued 
HitJi  great  activity.     On  the  19th,  die  euemy  attempted  a  sc«tie 

^«  Dispatch,  Sanguessa,  February  7lb,  J  W  3.    ■ 
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with  2000  nu'ii,  from  tlic  gate  called  La  Trinidad.  There 
were  imnu-diatel)  driven  in  with  considerahle  loss  by  Major 
General  Howes,  who  commanded  the  iriiard  in  the  trenclus. 
In  the  meantime,  Sir  Ifiomas  Graham  crossed  the  Guadianu, 
with  the  1st,  6th,  and  7th  divisions  of  infantry,  and  Gencnii. 
Slade's  and  General  le  Marchant's  brigades  of  cavalry,  and  ad- 
vanced to  Valverde  and  St.  Martha>  and  thence  to  Llerena,  in 
order  to  watch  any  movements  which  Soult  might  make  from 
Andalusia.  At  the  same  time,  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Row- 
land  Hill,  with  the  2d,  and  Lieutenant  General  IlumiltonV 
divisions,  and  Major  General  Long's  cavalry  marched  irom  InV 
cantonments  from  Allniquehiue  upon  Mii-ida,  and  thence  u])- 
on  Almendraiejo,  which  movement  induced  Gene- il  Drouet  to 
retire  from  Villa  Frar)ca,  upon  Hornachos,  in  order  to  be  in 
communication  v  ith  General  Darican's  division,  which  was  a- 
bout  La  Serena.* 

In  the  Incantlme,  the  operations  against  Badajos  continual 
without  intermission.      On  the  25th,  notwithstanding  every 
obstacle  from  the  badness  of  the  weather,  six  batteries,"mouiit- 
ed  with  28  pieces  of  cannon,  commenced  firing  from  the  Imi 
parallel.     Two  of  those  directed  their  whole  lire  to  the  out- 
work Picurina,  and  the  other  four  were  itrtcnded  to  enfilade  oi 
destroy  the  defences  of  the  fort  on  the  side  whei-e  the  attack 
was  made.     On  the  sar-  night,  after  it  Wits  dark,  Major  Urn. 
Kempt  was  directed  to  storm  fort  La   Picurina.     This  fort 
was  very  strong.     It  had  thro6  rows  of  pallisades,  ti  place  oi 
arms  for  the  garrison,  musquet  proiof,  and  loop  holwl  through- 
out.    Notwithstanding  these  obstacles,  50*0  men  of  the  tliird 
division  formed  hito  three  detachments,  the  right  under  tli<; 
command  of  Major  Shaw  of  the  74th;  the  centre  under  the 
Hon.   Captain  Powys  ol  the  83d;  and  the  lelt  under  Major 
Rudd  of  the   77th   regiment,  advanced  to  the  assault.     In  a 
short  time  these  brave  men  overcame  all  resistance,  and  Li 
Picurina  was  carried.     The  whole  garrison  consisting  of  2.50 
men,  were  killed,  wounded,  drowned  or  taken;  and  the  enemy, 
ivho  had  made  a  sortie  from  the  body  of  the  place,  by  the  Ha- 


*  WcUington's  dispatch,  before  Badnjos,  March  20tli,  1812v 
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velin,   called  St.  Roque,  cither  for  the  jvurposc  of  rocovcrii>g 
La  Picuiina,   or  protcctijig  the  rctr.u.t  of  tl.o  garrkon,   were 
(]mo!dv  (irivou  b^wk  by  tlic  troops  which  watchetl  them.     iJri- 
iriulc  iMajor  Wiule  m-.is  kiUed  by  a  cannon  shot  after  the  place 
Vi.s  taken,  and  all  the  tWe  galliuU  oiHcer«  who  led  the  assault 
were  wumided,    Capt.,iu  Powys  upon  the  parapet  work,   which 
lie  had  bc-eu  tJ.c  first  to  ascend  by  a  ladder.     Lord  Wellin.r- 
ton  liestowed  the  greatest  praise  upon  Major  General   Keiuiu, 
iiiul  all  the  oflirers  ai^d  men  eroplojetl  in   this   brilliant  ailair. 
In  consequence  of  the  capture  of  La  Picurina,  the  secnm  pa- 
rallel was  estiiblished  within  800  yards  of  the  body  of  the  place; 
and  notwithstandh'ig  the  heavy  rjiins  which  swelled  the  Gua- 
ilianu  to  such  a  degree,   as  to  carry  away  the  pontoon  bridc^e, 
ami  render  the  %i,ig  bridge  almost  useless,  stUl  tUe  openuions 
were  carried  on  with.uninterru})ted  vigour  and  success.     CJey. 
Graham  a)ntijiued  to  observe  the  niptions  of  the  enemy,  now 
becoming  more  numerous  about  Llereno,  and   General  Hill 
communicated  with  him  from  Metlellin.   The  enemy's  General, 
Drouet,  occupied  the  line  between  Medellin  on  the  Guftdiamj, 
and  Zalamea  de  la  Serena  and  Llerena,  in  order  to  keep  up 
the  comnuniication  between   the  French  force  in  the  north 
and  those  in  the  south  of  Spain;  but  the  movements  of  the 
IJritish  Generals  compelled  tJiem  to  abandon   this  position. 
Marniont  had  made  iio  movement  of  consequence.  * 

On  the  niglitof  the  29Ui,  tlie  enemy  miide  a  sortie  fronj  the 
body  of  the  place  upou  General  Hamilton's  division,  which  in- 
vested   tlic   plope  on  the  right  of  the  Guadiana,   but  were 
unniediatel)    driven  ba<;k  with  loss.     Un  tUe  31st  March,  the 
butteries  ii,  these(ioijd  parallel  ipouiUeU  with  t\yenty-five  pieces 
«^fcaimo.i,  ojjened  {v  trpincndous.  fire  on  the  body  of  the  place, 
in  order  to  braich  tj.e  bastjon  in  tUe  south-east  angle,  or  the 
iort  called.  Lu  Triuidadj  and  th^  flank,  of  the  bastion  by  which 
the  ihee  willed  Santa  Maria  was.  defended.     On  the  4th,  ano- 
ther battery  of  six  guns,  was  opened  from  the  second  parallel, 
n-^m$t  the  shoulder  of  the  llavclin  called  St,  Iloque,  and  the 

•  Wdlington's  cUspatcI),  Camp  before  Bad  »jos,  March  27ib;  181?, 
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wall  in  it«  gorge.    Tlie  (iix-  from  sevorul  of  the  former  batteries 
hatl  been   terrible,  ami  attended  with  great  elleet,   and  tliai 
from  this  last  was  no  less  so.     On  the  evening  of  the  r)tlj,  prac- 
tieable  breaehes  were  edleted   in  all  of  these  plaees;   but  tin- 
enemy  intrenehed  and  barricadoed  the  two  former  with  .sutli 
persevering  skill  and  strength,  that  it  was  not  judged  advise- 
able  at  that  moment  to  attack  the  place.     All  tlie  guns  in  the 
second  parallel  were  immediately  turned  against  the  curtain  of 
La  Trinidad,    in  order  to  effoet  another  breach   in  that  j)lacc, 
by  which  means,   the  besiegers  nn'ght  be  enabled  to  turn  tiu' 
enemy's  works  which  comnnmded  the  defence  of  the  other  two, 
On  the  evening  of  the  (Jtli,    this  breach  was  effectcnl,  and  the 
fire  from  the  face  of  the  bastion  Santa  Marui,   and  the  flank  ot 
the  bastion  I.a  Trinidad  being  comiiletcly  overcome,  it  was 
tleternniied  to  storm  the  place  that  night. 

As   Badajos  was  very  strong,   and  defended  by  a  numerous 
garrison  of  j)icked  men,  abundantly  supplied,  it  was  evident 
the  attempt  was  an  arduous  undertaking.     But  British  valour 
knows  no  fears.    'I'he  jilan  of  attack  was  ns  follows:  Lieutenant 
General  Picton,  witli  the  third  division,  was  to  attack  the  castle 
by  escalade.     A   detachment  from  the  fourth  division  uiulcr 
Major   Wilson  of  the  48th,  was  to  attack  the  Ilaveliu  of  Si. 
RcHpie  upon  his  left,  while  the  rest  of  the  fourth  division  under 
Major  General  ColviUc,  and  the  Ught  division  under  L'out. 
Col.   Barnard,  were  to  attack  the  breaches  in  the  bastions  of 
Santa   Maria  and  Ln  Trinidad,  and  in  the  curtain  by  which 
they  were  connected.     The  fifth  division  were  to  occupv  the 
ground  wliich  the  fourth  division  and  light  divisions  had  oc- 
cupied during  the  siege;  and  Lieut.   Gen.   I^ith  was  to  make 
a  false  attack  upon  the  outwork  called  Pardeleras,  and  another 
on  the  works  of  the  fort  towards  the  Guadiana,   with  the  left 
brigade  of  the  division  under  Major  General  Walker,  which 
he  was  to  turn  into  a  real  attack,  if  circumstances  should  prove 
favourable;  and   Brigadier  General   Power,  who  invested  the 
place  with  his  Portuguese  brigade  (m  tlie  right  of  the  Guadi- 
ana, was  directed   to  make  false  attacks  on  the  tchxhi-PmU 
the  fort  of  St.  Christoval,  and  the  new  .jcdoubt  called  Mon- 
cieur. 
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Such  was  tl.o  plan  of  ll,c  attaik  upon  tl.o  stron- mid  Import- 
ant lor  tress   (,f  Badajos.     At  10   „'cl<.rk   at  ni^rl.t,   i|,e   troops 
movfd  forward  to  tlic  ussnidt.    'J'lio  lu^^dit  was  dark  and  dismal. 
The  Guailiaim  was  swoUcd,  and  except  Ids  suilcn  roar  dashing 
throuirh  the  gloom,  all  else  was  silent.     (),„•  troops  moved  lor- 
ward  to  the  Ineache^  in  silence.     L.stantly  u  roeket  and  several 
lire  balls  thrown  up  by  the  enemy,  announced  that  they  waited 
Olid  were  prepi.red  i'or  then..     In  a  moment,  a  tremen'dous  ex- 
plosion  took  plae<.  in   the  breaches,   and  did  much  mischiei"  to 
tJ,e  assailants.  A  tremendous  lire  of  nuisquetry,  of  artillery  load- 
ed with  round  and  grape  shot,   vomited  f(,rth  destruction  and 
(Icatii,  from  these  drcadlid  openings  against   which  the  British 
troops  advanced.     ^Vholo  ranks  were  swept  away.     Still  they 
pressed  I'orward  headed  by  the  General  officers,  and  those  at- 
taclu.l  to  their  respective  stalls,  who  most  gallantly  led  on  their 
men.     The  troops  despising  danger,   rushed  forward  into  the 
very  mouths  of  the  enennes  artillery.    They  fell,  and  ^yi,re  suc- 
OTilt'd  by  others— the  breaches  were  gained,  they  jumped  into 
ditches  behind  them,    where   they  perished    amongst    beams, 
stones,  old  gun  carriages,  old  swords  sharpened,  and  i)ikes  plant- 
ed in  rows  upon  their  bottom,  on  their  sides,  and  along  the  ram- 
parts of  the  place.    Three  dilfercnt  times  they  attempted  to  en- 
ter, and  three  dilFereut  times  they  weie  beat  back  with  great 
loss.     None  but   British  troops  would  have  continued  such  a 
contest.     The  fourth  and  light  divisions  were  ordered  to  retire 
to  the  ground  they  occupied  before  the  attack— for  a  moment 
It  was  feared  that  their  labours  had  been  in  vain,  when  it  was 
lound,  that  that  brave  and  meritorious  officer,  Lieut.  Gen.  Pic- 
ton  had,  about  half  past  11  o'clock,  succeeded  in  escalading  the 
walls  of  the  cattle,  iuid  fairJy  lodged  himself  and  liis  di^^sion 
in  diut  important  and  commanding  place.     In  the  meantime, 
Major  General  LcitJi  had  pushed  forward  Major  Gen.  Walker's 
!  i'ligade,  supported  by  the  Sbth  regiment  under  Lieutenant  Col. 
Nugent,  juul  the  15th  Portuguese  regiment  under  Lieut.  Col. 
(le  Uegoa.     Tliese  succeeded  in  forcing  the  barrier  on  the  road 
to  Olivenca,  and  ewteiinir  the  covered  way  on  the  left  of  tlic 
bastion  of  St.  V'inceute  close  to  die  Guadiana.     From  thence 
General  Walker's  biigadc  dcsceiided  into  the  ditch,  and  es- 
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oaladtxl  the  face  of  the  bnstion  of  St.  Vinccntc.  As  the  Cnsti,. 
conunuii(U-.l  the  whole  of  th.-  works  of  the  placv,  and  „s' the 
troops  Mluili  Jisul  been  withdrawn  from  the  breaches  were 
"gain  formed  and  ready  to  advance,  as  soon  as  tlie  niorni,,. 
<liiwned;  General  PJiilippon,  xvho  had  fled  into  fort  tjt.  Cinis- 
toval,  with  all  the  troop  swhich  remained  in  the  plate,  smren- 
thrt'il  at  discretion;  and  after  a  night  of  horror,  th'j  risin^r  s„„ 
beheld  the  British  banners  waving  in  triumph  ovjr  the  luoud 
turret .  of  Rulajos. 

No  language  is  adequate  to  describe  the  gallantry  and  gocd 
ronduo  of  tho  officers  and  men  employed  in  this  dangm,,,. 
undertaking.  From  the  Field  Officer  to  the  private,  evciv  man 
not  oidy  did  his  duty,   but  surpasse<l  their  former  deeds/  '1% 
capture  of  IJadajos  w<is  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achievement, 
ol  a  war  abounding  with  gallant  deeds.     It  exalted  the  tluir. 
ncter  of  our  illustrious  Gejieral  and  his  brave  army,  and  will 
descend  to  posterity  in  one  of  the  thirest  pages  of  British  lii^. 
tory.     It  struck  our  enemies  with,  lear  and  astonishment.    It 
4Micouraged  nations  in  their  resolution  of  resistance.     So  nior. 
tified  was  the  enemy,  that  this  event  was  never  so  miicli  as 
Jiintctl  at  in  any  documcjit  which  luis  since  been  published  in 
France. 

Our  loss,  as  may  easily  be  conceived,  was  very  severe;  and 
nmounted  during  the  siege  to  3860  British,  and  1010  Portii- 
gucse,  killed  and  wounded,  of  which  a  very  great  proportion 
were  officers.     In  the  storming  of  the  place,  264>  officers  were 
killed  and  wounded.    Amongst  the  names  of  those  officers  who 
it'll  on  this  memorable  occasion,  are  the  names  of  Lieut.  Col. 
M'Leod  of  the  43d  regiment,  a  most  distinguished  and  nicii. 
torious  officer,  Major  O'Hara  of  the  65th,  Colonel  Grey  of  thp 
SOth,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ridge  of  the  sth,   who,  with 
many  others,  were  killed  in  the  breaches  ordering  the  assault. 
Amongst  the  woundetl,  were  Lieutenant  General  Picton,  Major 
Generals  Colville,  Bowes,  Walker,  and   Kempt;    Major  the 
Hon.   H.   Pakenham,   Brigade  Major  M'Phersoji,  and  many 
others  whose  names  it  is  impossible  to  collect  within  the  com- 
pass of  a  work  like  this.    The  Portuguese  troops  also  had  dioij 
share  in  the  glories  of  this  tjndert.nki ng,  and  signalised  thiT;> 
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*lv«  p-eatly.     The  enemy's  loss  consisted  of  +000  prisoner. 
:unon^.st  wluch  was  the  Governor  I'hilippon,    IL'OO  killed  and 
.oundcHl  <h,rn,^.  the  operations  against  the  place,  besides  thos<. 
,ostni  the  assault;*  which  wouhl  make  the  force  of  the  .rarri 
.ou  at  first  about  6000  inen,  and  which  demi-official  acc"anit* 
tatcd  It  to  have  been. 

The  fall  of  Ikdajos  was  a  most  unexpected  event  to   the 
kcnch  Ge.K.rals  n.  Spain.     It  had  in  ]«,,,   occupie.l  Soult 
.rtydays  wuh  open  trenches,  and  that  officer  no  dcubt  ealcn- 
lat«   upon  us  occupying,  the  attention  of  his  antagonists  tor  « 
.milar  peno<I.     But  he  had  mistaken  his  man.     L<u-d   UVI 
lington  took  it  in  twelve  day..     Soult,  however,  as  soon  as  1,^ 
mud  that  the  seige  was  commenced,   made  all  haste  to  iu 
^■litt.     He  abandoned  the  lines  before  Cadiz,  with  only  am 
«  m  them,  and  collecting  his  troops  fron;  all  quarters,  Id. 
&ville  on  the  1st,  with  a  force,  which  with  the  other  reinfbra  ' 
.onts  which  he  obtained  on  his  march,  amounted  to  38,00,> 
"t^ntry,   and   cavalry.      With   these,    he   advanced   to   Uo^ 
rena,    and  afterwards  pushed    his   advance   towards    Tsa^^re 
General  Graham  retiring  before  this  fonnidable  fbrcQ  to"tlu' 
position  of  Albuera,  so  memorable  for  the  battle  fou-dit  there 
:n  the  ,,receding  year,  and   in  which  position,  being  i„  fM 
mmnmwauon  with  General  Hill,  he  awaited  to  give  the  ene 
J.y  battle.     Soult    however,  finding  that  Badajos  was  already 
1'-.  had  no  relish  for  fighting,  and  quickly  measured  back 
h^^ps  into  Andalusia,  followed  by  a  paii  d'  the  British 

i-«.<l  Wdlinf^on  h„vm.  pkcod  a  garrison  „f  Sp,mM,  ,r„„ns 
•  B  <l.,j<„,  n„d  .,«  every  thing  in  onler  about  the  „la«,  pre- 

r;:  ti'T  rtr"""''  -'"■  "^ «■■-- .-to?  i, 

•m.  to  dnvc  back  Marmont,  who  taking  advanta^  of  hi. 
«e,  ha,    collec.0.1  his  army  and  advan™!  into  Porm,^ 
onlor  to  detract  Lo„l  Wellington's  attention,  ho  n,a,l..  de- 
i-stra„o„s  „ga,„st  Ciudatl  Uodrigo,  bu,  his  Lordshi,-  .4 

j'-Ws  that  number  with....t"«.^^„     ."•   "     '"  ;'.""  ^'"O""*!"'  ''"'""g  the  operations,  ex- 
I  "™""'^-""»'V!'«akc,  and  iierhaps  5000  put  for  COOO. 
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pretty  easy  on  tTint  score,  as  he  knew  tire  whole  of  Mariiionfs 
buttering  avtilloy  had  been  taken  in  the  place,  and  it  was  not 
very  probable  that  he  would  attein})t  to  take  it  by  a  cmp  d,. 
main.     Finding  that  he  could  do  nothing  at  Ciudail  lloilii,^r„, 
Marniont  entered  Portugal  and  threateneii  Almeida,  the  forti- 
fications of  which  liad  never  been  completely  repaired,  and  in 
which  there  was  but  a  small  garrison.     By  these,  however   li  ■ 
was  repulsed.     A  consitleruble  number  of  troops    under  tlir 
connnand  of  Colonel  Trant,  and  the  Conde  de  Amarante,  &c. 
was  assendiling  in  that  quarter,  when  Marmont  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  South,  and  marching  by  Aifuyntes  upon  Castcllo 
liranco,  he  be^an  to  desccjul  towards  the  Tngus  in  order  to 
threaten  the  rear  of  Lord  Wellington's  army,  and  disturb  his 
operations  before  Badajos.     But  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
French  General,  he  was  met  north  of  the  Tagus  by  the  Eritisii 
army  advancing  froni  Badajos  against  him,  and  comjjelled  to 
measure  back  his  steps  in  all  haste  to  Salamanca.     Nothing 
but  a  few  skirmishes  took  place  during  these  operations. 

The  loss  of  Badajos  completely  isolated  the  army  uiidoi' 
Soult;  he  had  no  comnmnication  with  either  the  north  or  tlie 
centre  of  Spain,  but  by  most  circuitous  routes,  and  he  seemed 
determined  to  hold  the  ground  which  he  possessed,  whatever 
might  be  the  risque  or  the  conse<iuences.  An  event  was 
however  approaching,  which  placed  him  in  more  imminent 
danger,  and  compelled  him  to  alter  his  resolutions.  l)uiin(r 
his  absence,  the  Conde  de  Penne  Villemuv  had  advanced  to 
Seville,  and  was  upon  the  point  of  entering  the  place  upon  the 
10th  April,  vdien  the  return  of  Soult  obliged  him  to  fidl  buck. 
During  the  retreat  of  Soult  from  Estremadura,  the  British 
cavalry  under  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton  came  up  with  the  French 
rear  guard  .it  Villa  Garcia,  and  defeated  it  with  considerable 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  150  prlsc.ers.  * 

The  bridge  over  the  Tagus  at  Ahnar:/!,  was  the  oidy  com- 
munication from  the  north  to  the  souta  bank  of  that  river  be- 
low Toledo.  It  was  strongly  fortified,  and  had  a  garrison  of 
ftoni  4  to  500  men.     To  destroy  it  was  therefore  of  great  im- 
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portance.     For  this  purpose,  Lord  Wellington  detached  Oeno- 
ral  IIilJ,  with  a  considerable  force.     He  succeeded  in  liis  object 
The  bhd-c  was  destroyed.     The  enemy  were  surpriseil  and  de- 
touted,  With  the  loss  of  100  killed,  '250  drowned,  and  »00  nuule 
prisoners,  tvith  only  the  loss  of  1 77  on  oav  part.   A  considerable 
quantity  of  artillery,   stoi-s,  and  provisions  were  fbuiid  in  the 
place.*     The  French  force,  under  JJonnet,  which  sometime  pre- 
vious, had  evacnatctl  the  Asturias  to  cmne  to  the  relief  of  Ciudid 
Rodngo,  finding  Lord  Wellington  was  gone  to  the  South,  re- 
iiirned  again  to  their  old  positions  in  that  province,  after  hav- 
ing made  some  demonstrations  against  Gallicia,  in  order  to 
cover  their  real  intentions.     About  this  time  the  town  of  Bur- 
■ros  was  occupied  by  the  Spanish  General,  Meudizabel,  but  the 
French  still  helil  the  castle. 

While  these  important  oi)erations  were  taking  place  on  the 
frontiers  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  numerous  severe  actions,  upon  u 
smaller  scale,  were  fought  by  the  Si)aiiish  forces,  and  the  Guer- 
illas, in  dillerent  parts  of  Spain,  all  of  them  most  injurious 
to  the  enemy,   even  where  he  had  a  momentarv  advanta.re 
Ikse  actions  consumed  a  vast  number  of  men,  who  perisired 
daily  in  all  directions.     1  can  only  enumerate  a  fvw  of  the  most 
particular  of  these  aflairs.    On  the  0th  .March,  at  ]{oda,  the  Bar- 
on de  Erolles  had  u  sevire  engagement  with  3000  French,  who 
[dltacked  him,  but  were  beaten  alte.-  lo  hours  fighting,  with  the 
'i.ssof  900  men,  and  compelled  to  abandon  part  of  their  wound- 
tJm  their  retreat.     About  this  tiino  D'Erolles,  and  Lacy,  pe- 
JMrated  into  France,  us  far  as  the  neighbourhood  of  Thou'louse, 
iiiid  Narbonne,  from  whence  they  brought  aw  ay  a  c(msiderabb 
[booty  in  clothing,  Iiorses,  and  four  millions  reals,  (X50,000 
jailing.)     In  :Murcia,   General  Freyre  didndged  the  French 
l«mi  Zujar  and  Baza,  and  occupied  the  wlude  kingdom  of  .laen 
Between  the  J  0th  and  2()th  May,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Brit- 
i»'i  sh^ps  oil'  that  part  of  the  coast,   which  landed  .'JOO  Spanish 
Itroops,  I'reyrc  succeeded  in  comiielling  the  enemy  to  abandon 
'lie  port  iA'  Almeria,  which  luul  been  a  refuge  ll)r  the  enemy's 
pi'vateers  and  r:uied  the  forti/ications  of  the  place.     Near  J»u- 
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#chilron,  Gciierul  Villacairijia  dofoatea  and  totally  dostVdjod  „ 
Frtncii  tbrcc  oi' 600  men.     On  the  fUli  Aj)ril,  li{> nfraiii  attadud 
a  French  dotachment,  consistiiifrol" '2000  infantry  and  1 50  horse, 
near  Ciistelloj^'o  dc  Arlobau,  defeated  thoni  with  great  loss,  iirid 
released  400  .Spanish  prisoners.     The  enemy  left  500  dc-ail  on 
tlie  field;  one  hundred   wajrgons  ohtcrrtl  Vittoria  with  their 
wound(>d;    and,   besides,    150  prisoners  were   taken,   some  cf 
whojn   wi're   wounded.     The  stron^r   position   of  Chinchilla, 
which  had  been  frtrtifieil  and  (rarrisotic-d  by  500  Spanish  troon?,' 
was  attacked  by  a  body  of  3000  French,  who  were  repulsed  with 
great  loss.     On  the  Itth  Aprii,  near  AroUo,   Geneial  Ballcs- 
toros  destroyed  a  French  column,  under  Oeneral  Rey.*     Am- 
»V-a  Mar(piinez  surprised  a  French  detachment  which  were  col- 
Iccting  contributi(;ns,  killed  150,  and  took  a  number  prisomis, 
Cura  Merino  also  .lurprised  a  botly  of  French  troops,  and  nftoi 
killing  73  and  woniiding  98,  betook  500  prisoners,  all  of  whom 
above  the  rank  of  privates  ho  pift  tt)  death,  in  retaliation  for 
the  murder  of  some  Af  his  tl-oops,  and  of  the  Junta  of  Sovia,in 
the  French.     In  another  attack,  immediately  after,  by  moaii> 
of  an  ambuscade,  he  surprised  another  body,  killed  30  and 
woumled  many  more.     Mhia  also  capture<l  the  jrarrisou  of 
Brihue<,'a,  consisting,  it  was  said,  of  800  men;   and  near  All 
c'ant,   General   Roche  attacked  a  body  of  2000  of  the  cnciiiv, 
who  came  to  levy  contributions';  killed  and  wounded  210,  aiid 
took  53  prisoners.     Many  other  actions  took  place  in  otlicr 
parts,  in  a  similar  maimer,  but  the  above  i^  sU}>posed  sufficient  j 
tb  shew  the  destructive  nature  of  this  warfare,  wliich  every  day 
cut  off  hundreds,  wftliout  either  glory  or  advantage  to  the  cut- 
my.f     A  more  sartguinaiy  and  regular  affair  took  place  at  Bor- 1 
nos,  on  the  1st  .Tune,  between  Ballesteros  and  a  strong  force  (if 
the  enemy,  un.ler  General  Currus;  BaUesteros  attai^^ed  tlieiu  I 
with  great  spirit,  in  order  to  compel  them  to  abandon  their  po- 
sitions;  but  finding  them  mov    numerous  than  he  expected,  he 
*ab  defeated  with  the  loss  of  upwards  of  1000  men.    That  otj 

•  Wellington "s  Dispatch  to  PcrtuRucse  tJovptnment,  May  I3tl.. 
t  Sec  Spaiiiblj  Oaiciid  I'dpers,  and  Lisbon  and  Londou  Gazettes. 
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the  enemy,  however^  was  also  so  severe,  thiU  he  was  unai^h;  t« 
pursue  the  Spaniunls,  who  retired  uuinolested.* 

On  the  5ilst  June,  ihe  wjuydron,  ujider  the  eoinnmnd  of  Sir 
Xlu.ne  VopJ.ani,  consistinjr  of  the  Venerable,  Magnificent,  Sur- 
voiilante,  lllun,  Medusm  Hotspur,  IIovm',  Sparrow,  and  Lyra, 
jamled  llie  marines  belonging  to  theif  respective  ships,  at  Le, 
(juiteo,  u  town  in  the  province  of  liiscay,  ..  .ittle  to  the  eastward 
(.1  Bilbou;  and  assisted  by  a  party  of  Oueiiilas,  they  completely 
dispersed  a  consitieruble  enemy's  force  the  -e  assembJed^destroyed 
all  their  magazines  mid  pravisio^s,  and  also  took  SOOaien  prisT 
oners.  On  the  part  of  the  Hritisli  not  a  m.^  was  l;,urt  Thv 
(hierillns  lost  56  men,  but  the  loss  of  the  enonxy  was  mpr^ocon- 
^iilcrable.f  ••-..» 

Previous  to  his  setting  out  upon  his  Xorlhern  expedition, 
and  m  order  to  sow  doubt  and  distrust  between  (Jreat  Britain 
ami  her  allies,  Bonaparte  had  recourse  to  his  iLvjal  trick  ol' 
proposing  negotiations  for   peace,  but  in  such  insulting  and 
qiuvocal  terms,  as  he  was  sensible  would  not,  :md  could  not 
lor  a  moment  be  listened  to.     After  affecting  to  deplore  the 
imserK-s  oi  war,  upbraiding  Great  Britainfor  the  arbitrary  and 
lawless  mwrner  in  which  it   was   ca;-rietl  on,  and  stating  in 
p-etty  broad  terms,  that  to  her  ambition  was  to  bo  attributed 
all  the  miseries  which  i:urope  ha^  sullered;  he  took  a  weeping 
view  of  the  past,  and  a  fea::lcs^  prognostication  of  the  future. 
"Many  changes  have  taken  place  in  Europe  for  the  last  10 
vears,  which  iiave  been  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  war 
between  Fr^mce  and  Great  Britain,  and  mamj  more  changes  mU 
k  rflected  by  the  same  causeJ'X     More,  inde^'d,  than  Bmisano,  or 
ius  master  were  then  aware  of.     Cmuing,  however,  to  the  main 
point,  he  proceeded:  « the  calamities  (who  caused  -hem?)  under 
which  Spain,  and  the  vast  regions  of  South  America  suffer,  shoul^ 
naturally  excite  the  interest  of  all  nations,  {.nd  inspire  then^ 
with  an  equal  anxiety  for  their  termination.     /  wiU  express  my- 
self, Sir,  in  a  manner  which  your  Excellency  will  find  amjorm^ 
able  to  the  sincerity  of  the  step  '^hich  J  am  authorised  to  take,  antf 

*  Spanish  and  other  accounts. 

f  Sir  Home  Popham's  Dispafdi,  June  21  sf, —London  Gazette. 
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tiotlimfr  Mill  better  pvinco  th^  sincerity  und  snUhufif  of  It,  ih„n 
ilw  precise  language  which  I  have  been  directed  to  use."*     |„ 
truth,  the  word  wns  well  fitted  to  the  nction,  and  the  nctioti  to 
the  word;  but  with  this  special  provision,  that  tins  French  Mil). 
linnty  so  fur  outstripped  the-  modesty  of  nature,   that  justice 
could  only  treat  it  with  scorn.     But  mark  the  object  of  tlii, 
sublime  language.     «  The  integrity  of  Spain  shall  "be  gHanin- 
teed.      France  shall  renounce  all  idea  of  extending  her  doini,,- 
ions  beyond  the  Pyrennees.      The  present  n,/nasfl/  shall  he  de^ 
dared  inJepcnd^Tit,  avd  Spain  shall  he  gmenied  h,  a  nalinnul 
Constitntton  of  her  Cortes.''t    Vei-y  well,   Monsieur  IJassa.ur 
but  who  was  the  Sovereign  you  meant  should  call  together  and 
govern  this  Constitutional  Cortes?    Whether  was  it  Joseph  or 
Ferdinand  that  yon  meant?    Lord  Castlereagh,  in  th-  name  of 
his  Sovereign,  very  properly,  put  tliis  i.nportant  (question  to  t!io 
J)ukc  de  Iljssano,  declaring,  cJcpHcitly,  f>at  if  the  present  Dynas- 
ty meant  Joseph,  such  a  proposition  could  not  be  listened  to  for 
a  moment;  but  if  it  meant  Ferdinand,  that  then  his  Sovereign 
was  ready  to  take  the  matter  into  his  serious  consideration,  \ 
order  to  adjust  the  dilterenccs  between  the  two  countries.}     To 
this  reply  no  ans.ver  whatever  was  returned  liy  the  IVcnch 
Government.     Perhaps  the  annal*.  o."  history  never  produced 
ft  more  barefaced  attempt,  to  insult  the  tmdorstanding  or  the 
feehngs  of  .in  independent  nation,  than  this  letter  which  tlio 
Duke  de  Bassano  was  directed  to  send  to  the  British  Govcrn- 
ment.     Nothing  but  French  iirsolencc  could  have  attempted  it. 
It  deserved  nA  answer;  and  it  is  only  to  be  regretted  that  it  re 
ccved  one.     Had  such  a  message  teen  sent  to  Rome,  in  the 
clays  of  Rom.an  glory,  she  would  have  ducked  the  mcssci.rrcr 
ivho  t)ronght  it  in  tlie  Tybcr,  and  stood  acqm-tted  in  the  eye. 
ot  posterity,  for  eithcJ-  intemper.aticc  or  imprudence  in  her  con- 
dtict.     Strange  to  s.ay,  however,  there  were  men  in  Britain,  who 
saw  nothing  unfair  or  improper  in  the  conduct  of  Bonai)art. 
at  tins  moment,  and  in  this  instance,  but  every  tlung  that  was 
hauglity  and  improper  in  the  conduct  of  the  ministers  of  their 

*  J^assaiio's  Letter  to  Lord  Cisilcrcagli,  Paris,  April  1 7th,  1812. 

f  Ditto,  jh-ttn,  fJiffo. 
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rountry.     Mr.  Wlutbrcad  tliouglit  «  that  it  was  Jii^rhly  ;,p,„.i„ 
,lcnt  in  tl.c  iioblo  l.oi(i  (CustU'roa^rh)  to  sciul  the  answer  M-Jiidi 
he  did;  tJuit  he  believed  that  IJoiiuparto  <' i,„w  was  sincerelv 
desirous  ornefrotiatioii,"  and  that  his  Majesty's  juiiusters  sh-nikl 
liiivc  returneil  ibr  answer,  "  On  sueli  terms  we  will  nifct  you  in 
negotiation:  we  will  «et  apart,  for  the  present,  the  (juestion  with 
legiird  to  the  dynasty  of.Spain;  that  shall  Ibrin  a  subject  ibr  a  dis- 
tinct discussion."     A  strange  ]>eace,  indeed,  it  Moidd  have  been» 
without  scltlin-r  this  point  in  tin-  outset !   Would  Russia  have  re- 
^stw!  as  she  did,  liad  Britain  at  that  moment  sheathed  the  sword? 
Mr.  Sheridan,  however,  came  forward  in  a  true  British  spirit,  and 
bmiuled  the  jiroposal  of  the  French  Government  as  it  de'scrv- 
o<l,  in  a  few  wonls,  as  "  ;«vyiV/:V>/tf,  h  si d ions,  and  vmdfinfr,"  t„ 
this  ocuntry.     In  order  too,  to  pn-vt-nt  the  answer  of  the'lhit- 
ish  Government  from  reaching  Paris  rjn  the  "5th,  before  im- 
portant dispatches  were  sent  oifto  Russia,  the  French  Govern- 
ment directed  the  flag  of  truee  which  carrietl  it,  to  be  lired  on 
at  Calais,  and  conipelled  it  to  go  round  to  Morlaix,  like  a  car- 
tel; and,  then  had  the  consi-'umate  audacity  to  send  over  to 
make  an  ajiology  for  such  conduct,  attributing  it  to  the  ignor- 
ance of  tl.e  connnanding  officer  at  Calais,  as  if  lie  did  not  know 
the  flag  of  truce,  wlien  he  saw  one  dispatched,  or    rather  had 
dispatched  one  to  England,  and  was  certain  that  an  answer 
TOiild  be  returned.     Such  were  the  miserable  tricks  of  this  dia- 
bolical Governraent. 

Lord  Wellington  having  left  a  considerable  f<«-cc,  under 
Geaeral  Hill,  to  watch  the  motions  of  Droiiet  and  Soult,  on  the 
side  of  Andalusia,  commenced  his  march,  as  has  been  already 
mcntioned,  to  the  Northward.  On  tht  13th  June,  the  whole 
army  crossed  the  Agueda;  and,  on  the  IGtli,  the  whole  arrived 
«t  \olmusa,  (.  rivulet  about  «ix  miles  from  Salamanca.  The 
cwny  shewed  his  intention  of  defending  the  iieights,  near  the 
lormes,  but  his  eavalry  being  ,imn)cdiately  (hiven  in  by  the 
I5nt,sh,  during  the  nij^ht  of  the  IGth,  he  evacuated  Sahm.an- 
la,  leavmg  a  garrison  of  800  men  in  the  forts,  wJuch  he  had  con- 
structed npon  the  ruins  of  the  convents  and  colleges.     Of  these, 

•  Mr.  \^l!!(brcad,  House  of  Common!!,  July  21  st,  1  q  2.  • 
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13  oii»  of  25  ec  nvent<,  and  22  out  of  St  colleges  wore  dmtrov- 
ea  i)y  these  swi.m.s  f.f  French  locusts, which  spread  their  dcstrnr" 
tiye  squmlroiis  ox      Europe.     These  forts  protected  the  passage 
flf  the  Tormes,  l>y  fhe  bridge  at  Salaninnca,  in  consequiucc  of 
which,  the  army  paftsed  lijc  river  on  ■<]}>;  morning  of  tiie  I7ti, 
at  two  fords,  in  the  neighhourhootl  of  ihe  city.     Having  rocoi*,.' 
jjoiterod   the   Ibrts,    it  was   foiuid    ne((.sHary   to   invest  thoni, 
which  was  immediately  done  by  the  6'h  division,  under  t, 
i-oniinand  of  Major  CJenornl  Chnlon.     A  battery  of  eit^lit  piocw 
of  cannon  was  imii.'ediately  constructed,  within  SOO  vards  oi 
the  print  ipal  forts,  ami,  on  the  19th,  coniPif. . -ced  th'-U  Ji.e  up- 
on  the  Winks  of  the  enemy.     Marmor<t„  with  the  French  umv. 
retired  m^i^xily,  in  the  dire*;iion  of  Toro,  wit?,  the  intvi^Uon  o. 
«s«>nihlij.a  (>»  whole  force  on  the  nprth  bank  of  the  Dourr . 
lietween  loro  and  Zumosfi,  where  r.lie  nature  of  tlie  countrj  af, 
lorded  him  n  strcmg  ytoMKon.     U  the  meantime,  tlu?  allied  ar- 
my  occupied  the  town  of  ;:kkr.bAn-fu  tlic  ujhaljitant&  of  whidi 
manifested  the  grfi.to«t  joy  gs.  ,^.^ng  iJi>erated  from  ti»q  yoke  oi' 
their  ucprincipk'd  invaders,* 

Mannont  having  jy^sembled  his  army  upon  the  Douro,  be- 
tween the  16th  and  lj>th,  antounfing  to  nearly  40,000  men,  ad- 
vanced again  towards  Salanianca.     The  allied  army,  with  tlie 
cxct<ption  of  that  part  occupied  in  the  siege  of  the  fbrts  at  Sal- 
ai.mrrca,  were  drawn  up,  on  the  21st,  on  the  heights,  extending 
irom  tlK>  neighbourhood  of  Villares  to  Morisco,  ready  to  re, 
ceive  tlu  nu     On  the  night  of  the  21st,  Marmont  succeeded  in 
estobhshi....  a  past  on  the  right  flank  of  the  allied  army,  whicii 
rendered  an^  advantage  tliat  it  had  gained  of  a  very  doubtful 
nature.    It  was  necessairy  to  dislwlge  the  enemy  from  this  post 
^vhich  was  done  on  the  22c?,  by  Gen.  Crahann  with  the  7th  divL 
6»on  oi  the  army.     The  enemy  were  driven  from  it  with  con- 
siderable loss,  in  sight  of  both  armies.t     The  enemy  retired 
duruig  th.u  night,  and  next  evening  posted  his  whole  armv, 
with  their  right  on  tlie  heights  near  Cabesa  Vellosa,  their  loft  on 
Ihe  Tormes,  at  Iluerta,  and  their  centre  at  Aldea.  Rubia.    Th« 

*  Wi-Ilington's  Dispatcli;  Salamanca,  June  18th,  1812, 
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object  of  the  ciif^my,  by  this  movement,  was  to  endeavour  m 
<ommuniciitu  with  the  garrisons  in  the  forts,  but  which  wa» 
Ibri'seen,  and  prevented  by  Lord  Wellington,  who  imniediutdy 
made  ihv.  nniiy  change  li-ont,   acconhng  to  the  position  of  tlic 
on.  ny.     On  the  inori-iiio-  of  the  '24th,  the  enemy  pei-severing  iu 
his  pir.n.   -rosHco'  tlie  1  ;rmes  at  lluerta.     Cniieral  Graham. 
with  the  lAl  ;.nd  7th  uiv  sics,  and  General  Le  Marciiant'g  bri- 
fJo  of  t.i.ah-   was  uht  ordered  to  cross  that  river  to  oppose 
the  (!  'igns  of  the  eneii.y,  who,  perceiving  the  jireparation^. 
.'iich  were  made  to  receive  them,  very  prn<h-ntiy  witJKh-ew  up- 
on the  afUTnooii  of  the  9Aih,  reerossed  the  Tonnes,  and  occu- 
rd  Uic  positi.-ii  is  b.ch  Ik;  held  on  the  preceding  day.     In  tJje 
..imuions  ;(gi.<nst  tiie forts,  the  allied  arnucs  met  with  considcv- 
Mv  difHeultic...      Ttu-y  wrc  three  in  nufnber,  and  so  constrnc'i-' 
is!  that  ouch  i.rotectetl  the  other.     Altliough  b.  eac)it>s  had  been 
cBaletl  in  St.  Vincente,  which  was  the  prineipal  work,  still  it 
could  not  be  carried  till  the  allietl  army  had  obtained  possession 
CI  fort  St.  Cayetano.     For  this  purjKJse,  Major  General  Clin- 
;  >n,  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  attempted  to  take  it  by  stoniu 
h  this  attempt,  however,  he  did  not  succeed,  notwithstanding 
ih"  gallantry  of  those  employed  in  the  service.     IMajor  Geue- 
nil  Bowes  was  nnfortunateiy  wounded,  in  the  comniencemeiiL 
of  tir.j  assault— he  retired  to  get  his  wound  dressed— returned 
to  the  charge  again— received  a  secmid  wound   which  quickly, 
deprived  hiin  of  life.*     He  was  a  brave  officer— he  fell  in  a 
noble  cause,  and  in  a  glorious  manner.     Wellingtcii  lamented', 
and  his  country  mourns  his  loss. 

The  obstimite  defence  made  by  these  forts,  and  their  strength, 
txcocded  so  nuich  Lord  Wellington's  calculations,  that  a  sup' 
ply  of  anuniMiition  was  necessiiry  from  the  rear,  whkh  took  up 
MX  days  to  bring  forward.  Having  obtained  this,  the  /ire  a- 
Kaiiist  the  forts  recommenced  with  great  vigour,  and  by  tiu- 
iorenoon  of  the  27th,  a  practicable  breacli  was  effected  iil  ion 
«t.  Cayetano;  and  nearly  about  the  same  time  the  buildings  in 
«t.  Vincente  was  set  on  fire.  Directions  were  immediately 
given  to  itorm  forts  St.  Cayetano  and  La  Merced;  but  some 
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tlc'liiy  took  place,  on  uccouut  of  llic  rospoctive  coiiiiuaiKlIn'r  offi. 
curs  of  tlicst!  forts,  oilerinj;  to  cu})itulatt",  but  upon  sucli  terms 
as  iiimle  it  obvious,   that  the  wliolc  was  proposotl  with  tlio  hole 
(Icsi^'U  oF  ^'iiiiiiiijjf  time,  till  the  fire  in  St.  Vincente  was  extiji- 
guisheil.    The  attack  was  ordered  to  take  phiee  without  any  liir- 
ther  tlehiy;  and  the  operations  were  accordingly  carried  into  ff. 
lect,  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  by  Lieutenant  C'olonel  Daviis 
of  the  ;j(ith  regiment,   inider  Major  General    C^iinton.     'I'lie 
troops  entered  fort  Ic  Cayetano,  by  the  gorge,  and  cscahubi 
that  of  fort  La  Merced.     TJie  9th  reginjent  of  CJacadores  Imd 
actually  entered  one  of  the  redoubts  of  fort  La  Vincente,  when 
the  Governor  sent  a  flag  of  truce,  offering  to  give  up  the  placi' 
upon  being  allowed  to  march  out  with  all  the  honours  of  war;  the 
gin-risoji  to  be  ])risoners  of  warj  and  the  officers  to  retain  thdi- 
IH-rsonal  military  baggage,  and  the  soldiers  their  knapsack. 
This  w.'is  agreed  to,  and  the  place  entered  by  the  allied  troDm. 
The  enemy's  force,  at  first,  consisted  of  800  men,  which  were  all 
Uikcn   prisoners,  except  what  were  killed  and  wounded  duriiw 
the  o})erations.     Thirty  pieces  of  camion   were  taken  in  the 
forts,  and  considerable  (juantities  of  clothing  and  military  stores. 
The  loss  of  the  allies  consisted  of  4-81  British,  and  2i  Portu- 
guese killed  and  woinided,  of  winch  number  1 1*  were  in  the 
action  with  the  army  of  Marmont,  whose  loss  nuist  have  been 
at  least,  as  many.     Seven  hundred  and  six  prisoners  were  taken 
in  the  forts;  consequently,   about  100  umst  luive  been  killed 
and  wounded  in  them.*     All  these  operations  were  carried  on 
in  the  sight  of  Marmont  and  his  army,  who  had  it  not  in  his 
power  to  rcniler  any  assistance,   so  closely  was  lie  watched  In 
his  skilfid  antagonist. 

While  tliese  ojierations  were  going  forwai-d  at  Salamancii, 
other  affairs,  of  less  importance,  hail  taken  place  in  other  (jiiur- 
ters.  Amongst  these  was  an  unfortunate  rencounter  with  sonic 
French  cavalry,  and  j)art  of  those  under  the  conunand  of  Gene- 
ral Mill.  The  British  force  consisted  of  a  detachment,  under 
the  command  of  Genend  Slade,  ami  the  enemy's  force  of  two 
regiments  of  dragoons,  luider  the  command  of  (General  le  Ailc- 
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ifiand.     Tlie  action  took  place  on  the  1 1th  of  June  at  Llera 
At  Hrst  tlio  British  were  successful,  but  our  troops  cn.m.nn-r 
too  eagerly  in  the  pursuit,  after  havin^r  overthrown  the  enemy; 
advanced  so  tlir  in  an  irregular  manner,  as  to  give  the  enemy 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  up  a  fresh  f(,rce  and  attacking  in  a 
body  the   British  cavalry,  now  scattered  and  disunited  from 
each  other.     The  consequence  of  which  was,  that  the  British 
were  defeated  in  their  turn;  and  were  obliged  to  retire,  with 
the  considerable  loss  of  46  killed  and  wounded  and   118  pri- 
soners.    General   Dronet  having  been  at  this  time  reinforced 
by  three  battalions,  advanced  upon  LIcrena,  with  n  force  con- 
sisting of  7000  men;  and  Soult  with  13000  more  was  advance 
I  ing  Irom   Seville  towards  Estremadura.     In   consequence   of 
t!ic-se  movements,    General   Hill   fell  back   to  the  position  of 
Albnera,   where  he  was  joined  by  the  5th,  17th,  and  22d  regi- 
I  meats  of  the  line,  and  the  11th  Portuguese  Cacadorcs  from 
Badajos,  atul  by  the  Spanish  troops  under  Conde  de  Penne 
Villcmur,  which  would  have  rendered  lum  a  match  for  the 
cnehiy.*    All  Soult's  demonstrations,  however,  were  only  feints, 
!  to  alarm  Wellington  for  the  situation  of  the  south  of  Portugal- 
for  the  situation  of  Andalusia  was  such,  that  Soult  could  not  posi 
sibly  spare  a  sufficient  force  from  that  quarter  to  endanger  tlie 
BntLsh  force  Under  Hill.     This  Lord  Wellington  was  fully  a- 
ware  ot,  and  paid  no  attention  to  his  movements.     On  the  1 2th 
Gen.  Hill  having  leafnt,  that  the  enemy  had  left  at  Maguella  the 
greater  part  of  the  prisoners  which  he  had  taken  from  General 
Slade  oa  the  llth,   sent  Lieutenant  Strenewitz  with  a  detach- 
ment of  50  men  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Bridge«; 
to  endeavour  to  release  them.     This  detachment  fell  in  with  a 
party  of  eighty  French  dragoons,  which  they  immediately  at- 
tacked and  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  several  killed  and  wounded 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  20  prisoners,  while  the  JBritish 
loss  was  only  one  man  killed.f     The  dispatch  of  Lord  Wel- 
lington referred  to,  does  not  say  whether  the  prisoners  were 
veieasod  or  not. 
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^  In  Catalonia,  General  Lncy,  on  the  26th  May,  nttarkcd  the 
yronch  .^rnrrison  ^^  liich  held  the  town  of  Molius  del  Roy,  mid 
which  uniounted  to  SflOO  men.     The  engagement,  which  Ijist,,! 
for  five  hours,  was  obstinate  and  severo:  but  the  enemy  were  at 
last  totally  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  Jv,       m  put  /tors  dr  com- 
bat*     On  the  2 1st  May,  ui  Vega  d'i  ivLsegoia,  the  Enipitcna- 
do  fell  in  with  a  {xu-ty  of  ilir  enemy,  consisting  of  500  iiifaiiuv 
and  100  cavalry,  all  choai  grenadiers;  and  hotwithstmuliiig 
that  his  troops  ueie  very  much  exhausted,  he  attacked  the  ciil>- 
my's  force,  which  was  under  the  command  of  the  traitor  Doii 
S.  Manco,  and  totally  routed  them.    One  h«:    .-cu  una  seventy 
eight  men  only  escaped.     Amongst  the  prisoners  taken,  wciv 
19  Jurementados  who  were  immediately  shot  as  traitors.f    Tlic 
town  of  Tudcui  was  taken  on  the  29th  May  by  J.  J).   Dmaii, 
The  place  wiis  uUacked,  and  the  enemy  driven  from  it  at  tli(< 
point   of  tho   bayonet,    witii  considerable  los<;  ;;.   killed  ami 
■wounded,  a  ul  from  800  to  1000  prisoners.     The  Spanish  loss 
was    23  killed  and  wounded,   au''.  they  also  released  several 
Spanish  prisoners.     There  was  found  in  the  place  15  cannon 
of  large  calibre,  one  9  inch  mortar,  and  two  howitzers,  with  a 
number  of  carriages  for  cannon  which  bad  been  sent  from  Sa- 
ragossa,  and  were  supposed  to  be  intended  for  an  attack  ii;.)on  I 
Ciudad  Rodrigo.     All  these  were  eitlier  brought  away,  or  ren- 
dered useless,  t:    In  the  south,  Ballesteros  was  recruiting  and  re-  \ 
organizing  his  forces  after  his  last  severe  affair  with  the  enemy. 
and  waii  nearly  in  a  situation  again  to  take  the  field. 

The  surrender  of  the  forts  at  Salamanca,  was  the  sifrn;il  for  | 
the  retreat  of  the  army  of  Marmont.     lord  Wellington  hav- 
ing destroyed  the  forts  whi-'^  he  ha.l  takert^    followed  IiiiJ 
closely  with  the  allied  army.     .Urniont  fell  bacK  in  the  diioc-l 
tion  of  Toro  and  Tordesillas,  and  passing  the  Douro,  (in  wliid: 
operation  his  rear  lost  near  500   ^a  ,,,  from  the  exertions  oft! 
allied  army;)  he  took  up  a  position  on  the  north  bank  of  tlir 
Douro,  his  left  at  Simanca,his  cehtre  at  Tordesillas,  »vh1  his  riglit  I 
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it  Polios.     The  nortli  bank  of  the  Douro  is  here  high  and 
nigf,'C{l,  only  at  one  place  where  it  was  possible  to  lord  tho 
river,  there  was  a  ronsi(leral)le  plain,  but  which  was  completely 
(■(pniiiiandccl  by  some  adjoining  heights  which  the  enemy  held 
ill  grtat  Ibrce,  and  coveretl  them  with  artillery.     The  British 
iiriny  were  on  the  opposite  bunk,   the  lelt  at  Polios  on  the  ad» 
;iii(l  the  centre  opposae  the  bridge  of  I'ordesillas,    and  the 
lie;i(l  quarters  on  the  7th  at  Ilueda.     Under  the  circumstances 
which  have  been  mentioned,    Lord  Wellington  ditl  not  con- 
ceive it  prudent  to  ibrce  the  passage  of  the   Douro,   until  he 
hill  obtained  more  adequate  means  to  accomplish  that  object.* 
Operations  of  the  first  magnitude,  and  events  of  the  first  im- 
jiortance  were  now  approaching.     Marmont  had  assembled  all 
the  disposable  force  in  that  part  of  Spain,    Bonuul,  with  10,000 
iuen  collected  in  Asturias,  had  again  evacuated  that  province. 
and  was  marching  with  the  utmost  haste  to  join  him,     .Joseph 
iiimsclf  was  in   motion.     Ti.?  tort  of  Mirabetc  on  the  Tairun 
was  abandoned  on  the  Uth,  and  the  garrison  marched  to  Ma- 
(Iriil,  from  whence  Josej)!!  with  the  army  of  the  Ccntri:,  consist- 
ing of  12,000  infantry  and  3000  cavalry,  set  out  tor  the  north- 
ward tc      in  Marmont,  a!  '  arrest  the  progress  of  Lord  Wel- 
lington.    Marmont,  whose  '  vce  could  not  amount  to  much 
tbwer  than  60,000  men,  w..  ,  )ut  either  Bonnet  or  Joseph's 
troops,  now  conceived  himself  st'  ng  enough  to  risque  a  battle 
with  Loj.-l  Wellington,  or  if  th<  ^i  tish  General  declined  it,  to 
compel  hivi.   to  retreat  into   Portugal      \  series  of  the  niost 
masterly  movements  now  commenced  oj,        part,  to  accomplish 
this  important  object,  in  which  all  the  skill  and  judgment  of 
those  French  tactics  which  had  so  long  alarmed,  confounded,  and 
defeated  l^urope,  were  exerted  to  the  utmost,  against  the  skill  of 
the  British  General;  and  the  result  proved  most  glorious  to  tlie 
latter.     Masterly  as  the  movements  of  Marni'  it  were,  they 
woi\'  all  Ci'Iculu.ed  upon  that  scale  of"  Grand  French  military 
conibin.iiions,  which  command  victory,  and  decide  »he  fate  of 
empires,  that  noble  audacity  which  no  reverni  can  shake,  and 
winch  commands  events."  f     In  other  words,  that  they  could 
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not  be  beaten,  anil  therefore  they  not  only  calculated  upon  vi^ 
tory  as  certain,  biijtook  measures  belorchand  to  render  tlic  iat« 
oftheir  antagonists  complete;  without  ever  reflecting,  that  bv  do- 
ing so,  they  might  place  themselves  in  the  very  situation  in  whi 'ii 
they  expected  to  place  their  adversaries.     This  was  certaiiiJv 
^    Mai'iuont's  object  with  Lord  Wellington — he  wanted  to  cut  oil' 
the  British  army  from  the  possibility  oi'a  retreat,  and  never  re- 
flected, that  his  skilH'ul  antagoni     might  plafe  him  in  a  similar 
situation.     All  his  art,  all  his  judgment,  collected  from  twenty 
years  experience  on  the  fields  of  war,  and  against  which  Bona 
pane  had  so  often  proclaimed  that  no  British  ollicer  could  op. 
pose  ellectual  resistance,  was  now  exerted  upon  the  largest  stulo 
against  the  British  General,  but  exerted  in  vain;  and  for  the  fir^t 
time,  Europe  saw  these  tactics,  and  all  that  mihtary  skill  wliich 
liad  so  longalarnieii  her,  most  conspicuously  andsignallydel'eatd. 
On  the  J 5th  and  IGlh,    Marmont  moved  his  army  to  the 
right,  and  concentrated  it  between  Toro  and  St.  Roman,  and 
on  the  evening  of  the  latter  day,  a  considerable  body  passed 
the  Douro  at  Torq.     To  counteract   this   movement.    Lord 
Wellington  drew  his  army  niore  to  the  lett.     This  movement 
of  the  enemy  was  only  a  feint,  to  deceive  Lord  Wellington  witli 
regard  to  his  real  intentions,    lie  j-ecrossed  the  Douro  at  Toio 
on  the  evening  of  the  J6th,  and  marching  his  troops  10  leagues 
without  halting,   crossed  the  Douro  again  at  Tordesillas,  and 
advanced  to  La  Nava  del  Rey.     All  tjiese  operations  of  crossing 
the  river,  Marmont  had  in  his  power  to  eilect  without  the  pos- 
sibility of  Lord  Wellington  being  able  to  prevent  it,  as  he 
had  the  command  oi'  all  the  bridges  and  thp  fords  over  the 
river.     With  the  view  of  assembling   the    British   army  oa 
the  Guarena,  the  4th  and  light  divisions,  with  Major  Gene- 
ral  Anson's   brigades   of  cavalry   had    marched    to    Castri- 
gon  on   the  16th,  where  they  remained  under  the  command 
of  Sir    Stapleton    Cotton,  on   the    1 7th,  not   having  receiv- 
ed orders  to  jjroceed  farther.     Before  these  troops  could  re- 
ceive the  orders  for  their  retreat,   the  enemy  attacked  them 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  but  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton 
nobly  maintained  his  post,  without  any  loss,  till  the  movement 
oi  the  f^d  division  to  Tordesillas  de  la  Orden,  and  Major  Gene- 
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ral  Lc  Miirchant's,  Miijor  Clcneral  Alton's,  nnd  Mnjor  Gcnoral 
IJock's  bri^adcb  of  cavalry  to  Alaojos,  enabled  tliein  to  r.trcat, 
iml  join   the  romnindtT  of  tin-  urn|y  in  .safety.     Tiie  i-ncmy 
tiirnt'd  the  left  flank  of  the  allied  army  at  Custrejon,  but  coid(I 
not  prevent  the  troops  from  retirin/j;  in  admirable  order,  firht 
upon  Tordesillas  dc^la  Orden,  and  next,  in  the  same  t.rder,  a- 
cross  the  Guarena,  which  they  passed  in  the  face  of  the  whoh? 
srniy  of  the  enemy.     'I'hc  Guarena,  which  falU  into  the  Douro. 
U  formed  of  four  streams,  which  issue  from  a  rid;,'e  of  nioun- 
|ains,  and  flow  northward  to  the  latter  river.     These  streams 
aiiitc  below  Cnni/al,  and  form  the  Guarena.     On  the  heights, 
piion  the  riirht  bank  of  this  river,  the  enemy  took  up  a  strong 
position,  while  the  4th,   5th,  and  light  divisions  of  the  allied 
hrmy  occuj^ed  heights  on  the  opposite  bank.     The  remaiiuler 
itoshed  the  Guarena,  at  Vallewi,  to  oppose  the  enemy,  who  ap- 
peared to  have  the  intention  of  turning  their  right.     S(H)n  at- 
Iteruards,  however,  the  enemy  crossed  the  river  at  Carteillo,  bo 
Jb- the  junction  of  the  streams,  and  pressed  forward  upon  the 
licit  of  the  allies,  with  the  intention  of  entering  the  valley  of 
Canizal.     This  brought  on   a  sharp  affair,  in  which   Major 
General  Alten's  brigade  of  cavalry,  su]jported  by  the  3d  dra- 
jooiis,   Major  General  Anson's,  and  Brigadier  Gencj'  il  Har- 
vey's brigades  of  infantry  were  engaged.     The  enemy  v.  ere  tle- 
feated  with  considerable  loss  in  killed  and  wounditl,  by  the 
hnh  and  40th  regiments,   whjch  advanced  tothech  !,-■  with 
ilicir  bayonets;  and  General  Alten's  brigade  took  24..:^  ,  rison- 
ers.    On  the  19th,  the  enemy  withdrew  all  their  trf)c.ps  from 
iheir  right,  and  marched  upon  their  left,  by  Tarragona,  appar- 
I cntly  with  the  intention  of  turning  the  right  of  the  allies.     The 
whole  army  of  the  allies  therefore  crossed  the  upi)er  Guarena 
I  during  the  night,  and  made  every  preparation  for  a  decisive 
action,  which  was  expected  to  take  place  on  the  20th,  upon 
I  the  plains  o(  Vallesa,  but  early  in  the  morning  the  enemy  jnade 
lanother  movement  with  several  columns,  to  his  loft,  and  crossed 
jihe  Guarena  at  Canta  la  Piedra,  and  encamped  on  the  night  of 
Itlie  'JOth,  at  Bibalafuente.     The  allied  army  made  a  corrcs- 
I ponding  movement  to  its  right,  hy  Cantalpino,  and  encamped 
|i!ig  same  v.l^hi  at  Cabcsa  Vcllosaj  the  6th  division  and  Major. 
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General  Alten's  brigade  of  cavalry  being  at  the  same  time  nb 
Aldea  Lingua,  a  small  village  upon  the  Tormes.  Next  ilay  tlie 
whole  army  was  concentra,ted  on  that  river,  with  the  enemy  on 
their  front,  his  principal  force  being  near  Hucrta,  The  ohjoct 
of  the  enemy,  by  these  masterly  manoeuvres,  was  to  cut  ofi'thc 
eommunication  of  the  allied  army  with  Saljimanca  and  Ciudad 
Kodrigo,  from  which  places  they  received  all  their  supplies, 
i»nd  in  which  direction  all  theh'  reinforcements  marched.  The 
movements  of  each  army  was  watched  with  the  most  eager  soli. 
citude,  by  their  respective  commanders,  but  nothing  less  than 
the  total  destruction  of  his  antagonist  was  the  calculation  of  the 
French  Marshal.  He  made  himself  sure  of  not  only  beating  i 
the  allied  army,  but  he  wanted  to  do  that  in  a  situation  where 
"he  had  previously  cut  them  off  from  all  possibility  of  assistance, 
und  to  scatter  them,  so  as  they  woiUd  never  after  be  able  to  make 
head  against  him.  This  important  object  occupied  his  whole 
thoughts,  and  called  forth  his  utmost  skill  and  exertions.  It( 
prompted  every  movement,  guided  every  motion.  It  brought  | 
on  the  general  and  glorious  battle  of  Salamanca. 

Salamanca,  the  capital  of  the  Province  of  that  name,  in  the! 
kingdom  of  I^on,  is  a  very  ancient  and  venerable  city,  sitiiatej 
upon  the  river  Tormes,  a  tributary  stream  of  the  Douro.    \i 
is  built  partly  on  a  plain,  and  partly  on  three  hills,  and  conJ 
tains  about  70Q0  houses  and  24,000  inhj^bitants.     Besides  tlw 
cathedral,  there  are  25  parish  churches,  39  convents,  and  i 
hospitals.     Its  University  was  once  the  most  celebrated  in  Eu-j 
rope,  but  is  now  much  declined.     It  is  about  75  miles  South  o^ 
Leon,  and  110  North  West  of  Madrid.     Over  the  Tormes  ia 
a  bridge  of  25  arches,  built  by  the  Romans.     The  Tormes  \i 
here  a  considerable  river.     During  the  upper  part  of  its  coursa 
it  runs  N.  passing  by  Alba  de  Tormes  and  Huerta;  but,  aboul 
nine  miles  above  Salamanca,  it  bends  in  a  circular  manner,  and 
then  continues  its  course,  almost  due  West,  to  the  Douro.    Il 
was  within  this  bend,  between  the  city  and  Alba  de  Tormca 
that  the  memorable  battle  of  Salamanca  was  fought. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  2 1st,  the  enemy  crossed  the  Torinc 

I'tPtWPeil   T-Inm'ffl.  nnc}    A  Iba  de  Tormfre.    with  thn  rrrnnior  nnrt  (fl 

his  army,  the  remainder  being  left  at  Bibalafucnte*    Contint 
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tilng  his  movement  upon  the  left    1ip  oh,io  , 

crossal  tl,c  Tormcs,  by  the  M™  „f  <J,|  "''""  "'* 

of  s.  Ma„„a,  w.u\,,„^.e.  s,,  srri:!'e'''''' 

ral  Urban's  cavalry,   which  woiv  l.ft        *k         .    '       '  ^"'*^ 

pose  .w  e„e,„,.  L.  jl:^:::,^  t^^^^  ••■> 

now  most  anxious  for  an  onportunifv  tn  S  V  ^^  ''''"''' 
.« ho  ..a.,  ..ei,ed  certain  im^C  -.  :Sa;ChTr-t 
■he  cava  .y  and  l,„rse  a«i„ery  „'f  .h„  arly  ;/  t'^N:  X' T  I 
reached  Polios,  and  would  rnrfaml,,  •  •    ht  ^-^orth,  had 

aiicc ofiii, favourite Dhti  M.,r„.  „f  j  P."'' '°'»'"<'. 'n luitlier- 

.  oa„ed  N„e.™  Se„„„  de  ,„  Pe„a      t1  c"  ,  :f  l"! 
Led  army  occpied  the  viUage  of  Calvaresa  de  Ah!  " 

which  height  they  maintained  themselves  throu.htt Ve,  " 
notwithstanding  every  effort  of  th«  ^'''^""ghout  the  day, 

Tu  .      ^  *  *"^  enemy  to  d  s bdse  thf^m 

1  he  possession,  howrvpv    «P  fK    „         i-  "'""ije  mun, 

,  '  '"' -^t-ver,  or  the  more  diKfflni-  nf  ♦!.„  a       -i 

*evnh,:;;^;L:';„r:;fH:;:it:r^ 

TOnpr.l  itto^.i-  1  *^      mraniry.     I'revious  to  the 

•l.=  l.Hsadc  of  Guard.  ^.^^XyTo  Z'f"  'T'^T  "' 
""<e.-.heco,„„,a,„!  of  Captain  Crovde    Ti;   ■,  '"' 

Ttl  T  ':""■"""  ^'  "«»'■-'  -^-^  '*-  '^^  or 

Ci;;,";,  'r !"";;'  ^--1  Cole,  with  th.  4th  uivi™:. 

1    -  ■■•     -..i,^u<-  ucnai,,  i',i,„i,M„,  „h„  commanded  the 
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Sd  division,  <Jh  account  of  the  abpcncc  of  General  Picton  fion 
ill  health,  wa«  directtd  to  move  across  the  Toi-nies  wiih  tlit 
troops  under  his  command,  iuclutlinir  Rri^radier  General  D'li- 
ban's  cavalry,  and  to  place  these  forces  at  Aidea  Trejada.  At 
the  same  time,  Brigadier  General  Bradfoi-d's  brigade  of  Portu- 
guese infantry,  and  Don  Carlos  de  Esjiana's  Spanish  infantry 
moved  up  likewise  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Las  Torres,  be- 
tween the  3d  and  1-th  divisions. 

From  the  variety  of  the  enemy's  movements,  it  was  no  easy 
matter  to  guess  his  real  intentions;  but,  alter  a  variety  of  cvo- 
^utions,  about  two  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  22d,  he  dc- 
ierniincd  upon  his  plan;  and,  under  cover  of  a  heavy  cannon- 
ade, which  did  but  little  execution,  he  extended  hiw  left,  andraov- 
td  forward  his  troop-s,  with  the  intention  to  embrace  the  poai- 
lion  of  Arapiles,  which  the  allies  held,  and  from  thence  to  at- 
tack and  break  the  line,  and  separate  the  right  wing  irom  the 
main  body.*  The  plan  was  daring;  and,  had  it  succeeclwl, 
juight  have  been  most  ruinous,  for  he  would  not  onlv  have 
turnt^d  and  cut  off  the  communication  of  the  allied  arnw,  with 

*'  I 

Ciudad  llodrigo,f  but  he  would  have  placed  between  two  fires,    | 
not  only  the  right  wing  of  the  allies,   but  also  by  means  of  his 
force  from  Bibalafuentc,  the  centre  and  left  win<«-  also.     Suc- 
cess, decisive  and  complete,  seemed  before  the  eyes,  and  within 
the  grasp  of  the  French  Marshal;  billets  were  given  out  to  the 
French  soldiers,  to  lodge  that  night  in  Salamanca;  but  he  liiid 
British  troops  to  contend  withj  and  a  Wellington  to  direct  tliciir. 
With  the  eye  of  the  eagle  when  in  search  ef  his  prey,   WA- 
lington  perceived  the  moment  was  arrived,  tlie  consequences  of 
which  would  rebuke  the  pride  of  Marmont.    "  The  extension,"' 
said  our  gallant  General,  "  of  his  line  to  his  left,  liowever,  m\ 
its  advance  upon  our  right,  notwithstanding  that  his  troops  stiH 
occupied  very  strong  ground,  and  his  position  was  well  defend- 
ed by  carwn,  gave  ?ne  an  oppartunil?/  o/'atJucking  /iim,Jur  ivhich 
I  had  been  long  anxious.'*^     This  long  expected  and  criticj:! 


•  Wellington's  Dispatfli,  Flores  de  Avila,  July  S-lth,  1812. 
■\  "  Of  carrying  myself  on  the  enemy's  communications  on  Taniaincs.' 
mont's  Dispatch,  July  31st. 

r 3 : :  -i  rtTS?  *«-  nrtietf  ^•.iij,  itUJ,  iSIz. 
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mmcnl  was  so,z«l  with  the  characteristic  cncrsv  and  sMI  „P 

..roycd  the  result  „,  six  ™el<s  of  wise  co,„bi„.ti„„.,  <,f  rlodt 
cal  „.„ve„,e„ts,  the  iss„e  of  which  had  hitherto  n^ea  ed    er 

r  .r  e:;:"ttrs  '>  -r  ™','° .-«« -z  '^t 
.- .oU  .ri:;;,e^f^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

spint  of  the  British  soJdicr,  loinr  checked  bv  Z'    i  • 

.l>eir  General,  was  now  giv  n  its^l  nit      T       '"l^T""*  "' 

^yatailpoin.,hee.lelfirS-ori:^^l^^ 
long  becji  t.,e  wish  of  every  individual      r\.„      "•"">"..,  Had 

given.     1.  was  obeyed  with  ate   v      n^  ,''  "'"  """ 

tas,  rushed  to  the  eotnha       nlT        fff  "'"'  """'  '"'*•• 
it  belonged  to  ,he,„  t^do   beir       Tr-"  ""'"  '"'  ''"'^• 

=.-..J  >v,.:s  imntediatelyti  ,"  c;d  bv  t,""  1  ,"",'?  °"'"'  "'"'"' 
Major  General  Lei.l,    ,  r.  7      °  ^'''  ''""''>"'  ""'l^''' 

i«Lsi„resort  ;t„;'  r™'  ^°'''°"'''''' 
j-o". ...  Ho,,.  M^^^J^a:^^-  ;;-.■ 

.iit  <l,.,goons,  under  L,eute„ant  Colonel  Haivey,  in  lour  eo 

fe^- *ie°Br','"r '"  '"'•'  "■— /» w!::.! 

«„ms,  wl,  le  lJr,gad,er  General  Bradfonl's  b,i.-ade  the  f„l, 
».s.a.,,  under  Lieutenant  General  Leith,  the  .tlfd ivL^^^!^ 
erthe  connnand  of  th..  Hon.  Lieutenart  GenetaK   le      ,"d" 

Clinton,  the  Tth  dtst^   nl    m":;"':  '"'.t;  «-"»' 
Don  Carlos  de  EsonnV.  i  ,     ,     '  ''''"'   ""I*-*;  "'"l 

IVk,  we°e,„  suBnoT, ,     7  ;  ""''""•  '""'  "■W"'''^''  «"■• 

.    a  Is.  ,u,d  bgbt  div,s,ons  were  placed  in  rworve 
.S.C,  were  the po.i.;„„,„„,j,,,,,  „.,,  „,^,  j,_  J 

fab  .  t"  "'  ""••  ""'i^l'  "™y  held  and  were  to  per  o„ 

[  ' '  "'  **^'  ^^''"-  '^^"•'^'^  ^-"-•^l  Pakenhan,.  gallantly  sup. 
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ported  by  the  Portuguese  Cavalry  undci*  Brigadier  Genera! 
Urban,  and  Colonel  Harvey's  squadrons  of  the  14th  dragoons 
overthrew  every  thing  opposed  to  them,  and  defeated  com- 
pletely every  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  retrieve  his  disasters  on 
his  left,  and  all  his  entleavours  to  annoy  the  flank  of  the  8th  di- 
vision.     It  was  on  the  centre,   however,  where  the  attack  was 
most  determined,  and  the  defence  most  obstinate.     The  divi- 
sions under  the  command  of  Bradford,   Leilh,  and  Cole,  with 
the  cavalry  nndcr  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton,  performetl  prodigies  or 
valour.    They  attacked  the  •'  inexpugnable  post  which  completed 
the  enemy's  position,"*  and  drove  hira  from  one  height  to  an- 
other, bringing  forward  their  right  so  its  to  acquire  strciHnh 
upon  the  enemy's   flank,    in   proportion    as   they  advanced. 
General  Pack,  in  the  meantime,  made  an  attack  upon  the  i'Mit, 
of  Arapiles.     In  this,  however,  he  wa«  foiled,  after  even  effort; 
and  which  advantage  gave  the  enemy  an  opportunity  to  dctatli 
from  this  point,  a  considerable  force  to  the  assisfcince  of  tlial 
part  of  his  lint  pressed  by  the  4th  division,  under  General  Cole. 
The  engagenfvent  here  was  exceedingly  hot  and  sanguiiiurv 
The  British  trcojis,  under  a  tremendous  cannonsKle,  dcsceml. 
cd  from  the  heights  they  occupied,  in  silence.     At  tLie  bottom 
of  the  valley,  before  they  began  to  a^eml  the  height  occiipii'd 
by  the  enemy,  while  grape  shot  and  shells  poured  against  tiicia 
as  thick  as  hail,  they  nut  the  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy,  whose 
incessant  fire  greatly  annoyed  them;  ascending  the  hill  in  a 
firm  and  determined  mass,  they  came  in  close  contact  witii  the 
enemy,  who  perceiving  that  the  British  co'umns  were  resolved 
to  come  to  close  quartei-s,  immediately  sent  their  guns  to  the  I 
rear,  and  in  solid  squares  waited  the  api)roach  of  their  antaj,'()i). 
ists.  The  British  were  now  within  40  yards  of  their  front,  with- 
out having  fired  a  shot,  when  the  French  masses,  with  the  front  j 
rank  kneeling,  commenced  a  general  discharge  of  mu^jiiotry  \\\y 
on  them.     It  was  received,  and  answered  in  a  moment.     AVith 
three  cheers,  and  with  fixed  bayonets,  the  British  colunnis  iid- 
vanced  against  the  enemy's  masses,     Terrcr  struck  they  fltd- 

•  "  This  post  which  was  otherwise  well  occupied,  wa^  Jnoxpiignable ;  andiaifr'| 
^c.?s;j~'vft-1  the iiviiHiTt  I  had  ;«««."— 5iar«ion;""»  ui!.ii^»l^  U,  Juij  «i>i. 
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d,v,.,.,„,  .lK.y  ,„„,c,l  ami  fl„l.     One  .livi»i„„,  L.Jr,  „f  Z 

MnrskU    !,.,.«  „.d,  u.|K.  „™  „^,  u,c.sp„,,  iL.SaJy  „„i°^ 
.1  l(.;,«,ul,or  ««,„.!  Sprj-.,  brig^l.  .J  ,!,»  5th  divi.io.f,  „.,,tl, 

Uj)on  fjie  fJank  of  die  enemv's  Jivl^iVm      ax'i  -i  ...  . 

.icrvice,  he  received  a  severe  wnuivJ      Tr      i       ,  ^  ^^ 
WIS  in  fJn-«  nl  ■  ^"^""^  ''"**  '^^  engagement 

^.ts,  in  Uns  place,  n^j  easily  be  inferred  from  the  n^niber  of 
general  officers  wfaid.  fell.     I„  ,  brilliant  chargool'dr  .  llrv 

i»uch  about  the  same  time  General  Leith  was  wounded  and 
obhged  to  qu  t  the  fielrl  rin  fi,  -i  .•  ,  '^t^uuueti,  anu 
Bom.et    seconVTn  ^"  ^'-' «'de  of  the  enein3-.  General 

,7       lu     T         «'"'"'"nd*  was  woimded  and  Uken    and 
'         •  "inctrh  lUl.     The  encmj's  d  vis  on,  at  this  Doint 
tojitiniung  to  remain  flrm    ir... /-.i   1-  ■  ■  •  »'  ""s  pram, 

iicral  CliZ,u.  ,       ,  ''""'°"'  ""•''■''•  Major  Ge- 

>wal  tlmto.,,  ..,  ^a,tod  to  rdieve  the  «h.     The enemv  »»« 

frj  Armiil™  „■  T         ■      ^    "''  ""^  ""«  "'"'  ""^'f^  driven 
vil,f  Ih  d?,  ^"^  "*"'"""'  '"  ■■<*«'•    The  tot  and  light  di- 

l)v  the  3d  and  K,U    r  •        '^°*":  i'^'  *'^*^  ^^b  division,  supported 

«",-  wi  :i;:^fr.rp  j^:  -"*' "^^  r-"'"'  "■= 

iirnl      -n  r  ,         PosJW".     The  route  became  gc- 

.0      d«      '    'r'^'f"'  """«''  "-  "-"His  .•n.consterna.i?; 
»»»r,l>  Il„..rta,  and  the  fords  of  the  Tor„,«,, pursued  by  th^ 
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igton's  dispatch.  Flcrcs  4e  AvDa.  July  2-jtij« 
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British  cavalry,  nnil  Concral  Anson's  brigadr,  "  as  lon^  ns  flu'v 
«  ould  find  any  of  thorn  lojriahor."*  The  dnrkni-ss  of  the  niglit 
nlone  saved  tfie  i  emains  of  the  French  army  from  total  dostn  > 
tion.  In  llieir  flight  they  were  completely  broken.  The  rav- 
airy  penetrated  their  ranks,  and  made  a  dreadful  carnagi'.  At 
these  points  were  ibund  three  French  dead  bodies  for  every 
British. 

Such  is  a  general  sketch  of  the  important  battle  of  Salamnn- 
en,  in  every  point  of  view  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achievements 
which  ever  adorned  the  military  annals  of  Britain.  With  the 
rapidity  of  lightning,  the  shock  vibrated  to  every  part  of  the 
Peninsula.  It  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  nniids  of  the 
poj)ulution  of  Europe.  Its  animating  influence  was  felt  and 
acknowledged  on  the  banks  of  the  Moskwa.  vSalamanca  nerv- 
cd  the.  arm  which  resisted  and  overcame  the  tyrant's  utmost 
strength,  tipon  the  fatal  fields  of  Borodino.f  It  was  tlie  first 
general  battle,  where  in  large  armies,  and  in  an  open  country, 
the  utmost  military  skill  of  France  was  set  at  defiance,  and  van- 
quished  It  broke  tlie  charm  which  bound  Europe  in  subjec- 
tion, and  which  entailed  misery  on  millions.  The  glory  of  all  this 
was  justly  reserve)!  ior  the  British  General  and  his  followers— 
to  the  heroic  chi'.];';Ji  of  <hat  happy  land,  who  had  hitherto 
saved  herself  '  y  i  cr  iirmness,  and  who  was  appointed  to  save 
Europe  by  lier  exislions  and  example.  Justly  did  Marmont 
characterise  it  as  an  «  unhapptf  event."  *'  The  dire  influence 
which  this  battle  would  have  upon  the  success  of  the  ar- 
my;" and  most  correctly  did  he  lament,  in  strains  of  sor- 
row, which  he  must  have  felt,  «  it  is  diflicult  for  me  to  ex- 
press the  different  sentiments  which  agitated  me  at  the  fatal 
moment,  when  the  wound  I  received  caused  my  being  separat- 
ed from  the  army"— but  the  wound  in  the  body  was  little  in 
comparison  to  the  wound  in  the  mind.  «  I  c^uld  with  delight 
(says  he)  have  exchanged  this  wound,  for  the  certainty  of  re- 
ceiving a  mortal  stroke  at  the  close  of  the  day,  to  huvepreserv- 

"  Wellington's  (lispatch,  Flores  de  Avila,  July  24th. 

t  "  On  the  eve  of  that  battle,  Prince  Kutusoff  animated  his  troops  by  tellin* 
them  what  the  English  liad  done  at  Salamanca."— Lord  Castl?r«»glj's  Speech,  you« 
«f  Commons,  December  5d,  1  »1  Si 
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aitl.cfacuUy  of  command."*     In  other  ivor.l    i 

''.'"  7"  -- <y  "■"'  ™-l"'««.  lai.l  .u,t  „nlv  hU  fl,nu.     '    .'i 

vu,c,b  ,.y  .„■  .„c.  i.ve.K. ._.„„  i,„,i,i,„,i,;M;:„  r:r 

.  d  lu.  ■„,,.,.■•  l„Ki  .,  „,-,,„  ri,i,™l<,l  „,  „  ,el,o;i.,,.  '  i„       ' 
ol  war.     Ij,„|„  il,„  „)in„,„„,I  „,■  ,|,^.  „„,,„„„„  ,,    '      ""■ ,"" 

-"  r^'t •■  - '""« win.'^-i  .1.0  .,:;:,!:"r'i::  ':r:;  t" 

ngoiiy,  Its  dreadful  cfHiscqufiices  't„rt,Uu{,  i„ 

.!...<  of  the  lintisl,,  ae  f,„,„  ,«  ,o  stion    T      I'l  "',"'  °" 

«f.l.o  can,p»ig„,  .he  .c,,„  bCwix.  .h™  "I  '  '         ""  ""■'^'" 
from  .he  mark,  viz.  The  aliWarmy    „000    '::d  I  T  'T 
60,00«s.ro„g.     Harmon,  was  cortLl/s",  ';,f™^'' 
I.,  the  b„.tle  of  Salamanca,  the  Freneh  had    !„ '"  "'""'f  • 
Chic,;  and  f„„r  Genera,  Officers  ::i>ylZ.f'Z    "l 
sor.,nd  m  command  „oL,nde<l,  and  with  3  Q^™  I     }, 
.".an,  Colonels,  130  Offieers  of  faferror  rank        ,    ,'       ^''''■ 
priva.es  made  prisoners;  2„  pieces  of  I        ',"  1^1  T 
cl«.ds,  and  a  considerable  nundier  „f  I,  *    '     """■ 

in.0  the  hands  of  the  victZ  Tht  CfT  "?««''"'' "''°  f"" 
»o.  stated,  bu.  i.  m„:,  aveTen"  „'"';V"''  ""T''"'  ""' 
f.e  cavalry  in  their  flight,  aX^:,',  C,  r^:  i^j'"'™  "^ 

-ay  viewed  tt'S  ofttt^r  tZTnle"^,  ^  T ' 
'heir  inlantry  was  broken  bv  he  Brit  si  e"  '"' P'^"^' »'"■■■<• 
of. .1.0  dead  bodies  was  J  ^^trt!;J^' '^'■^' 

*  Mamonj's  dispntch,  Jul^- 31st. 


%. 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


1.0 


I.I 


1.25 


'-  lllitt 

1 5  0     '""^^ 

•^  IIIM 

'^  m 
^  1^ 


|M 
i.8 


1.4      1.6 

1 

1 

o 

n 

Hiotographic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


f^ 


\ 


^v 


:\ 


\ 


<^^ 


^^'tA 


<^- 


^ 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  NY.  14580 

(716)  872-4503 


^"  .♦    ^^ 


m 


0 


;*  ^7V 


A^^ .  w 


.0  '^^^J) 


C/j 


'i 


m9 

imlil  they  recrosscd  that  stream  in  their  flight,  certainly  cost 
their  army  20,000  men.  The  loss  of  the  allied  army  amount- 
cd  duiing  the  same  period,  to  5563  killed  and  wounded, 
572  missing,  the  greater  number  of  whom  were  most  pro- 
hubly  amongst  the  first  number,  as  Marmont  does  not  attempt 
to  claim  any  prisoners  on  the  22d,  and  only  60  were  miss- 
ing in  the  skirmishes  before  and  after. 

The  individual  acts  of  heroism  performed  in  the  British 
anny  on  this  memorable  day,  can  only  be  recorded  by  those 
who  were  eye  witnesses  of  it.  All  did  their  duty.  To  parti- 
cularize any  of  the  names  of  those  gallant  men,  who  fought, 
who  bled,  and  fell  in  defence  of  their  country's  dearest  rights, 
and  for  the  liberty  of  mankind,  is  altogether  unnecessary^ be- 
yond what  the  dispatches  of  their  gallant  chief  has  already 
given  to  the  world.  «  Throughout  this  trying  day,"  says  the 
brave  Genera},  "  I  had  every  reason  to  he  satisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  the  General  officers  and  the  troops.  There  was  no 
officer  of  corps  engaged  in  this  action,  who  did  not  perform  hU 
duty  for  his  Sovereign  and  his  country.  I  carmot  say  too 
nmch  in  praise  of  evety  individual  in  his  station."  *     Volumes 

•  Vydlington's  dispatch.  Flores  de  Avila,  July  244..-T..e  following  is  the  list 
•enumerated  by  tin;  gallant  General  himself:  "  I  am.  (says  he,)  much  indebted  to 
Marslml  Sir  William  Peresford,  for  bis  friendly  counsel  and  assistance,  both  prcvi- 
ous  to  and  during  the  acUon;  to  Lieutenant  Generals  Sir  SUpleton  Cotton,  Lcith, 
and  Cole:  and  i^ajor  Generals  Clinton  and  the  Hon.  Edward  Pakenham,  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  led  the  divisions  of  cavalry  and  infentry  uwler  their  com- 
mand  respectively;  to  Majo.  General  Hulse,  commanding  a  brigade  in  tl.e  6th  di- 
vision;  Major  General  G.  Anson,  commanding  a  brigade  of  cavalry;  Col  Hinde. 
Colonel  the  Hon.  WilUam  Ponsonby,  commanding  Major  General  le  Marchanfs 
brigade,  after  the  fall  of  that  officer;  to  M.ijor  General  WUUam  Anson,  commawl. 
>ng  a  brigade  of  tho  4th  diviaon;  Major  General  Pringle.  commanding  a  brigade 
«n  the  5th  division,  and  the  divUion  after  Lieutenant  General  Leitli  was  wounded 
Urigadier  General  Bradford,  Brigadier  General  Spry,  Colonel  Stubbs.  and  Briga- 
dicr  General  Power  of  the  Portuguese  service;  Likewise  to  Lieutenant  Col  CaBip- 
bell  of  the  94th,  commanding  a  brigade  in  the  3d  division;  IJeutenant  Colonel 
WiUifuns  of  the  60th  foot:  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wallace  of  the  88th,  qomu.andiiig  a 
brigade  in  the  ."Jd  division;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ellis  of  the  23d,  commanding  Ge- 
neral  Pakenham's  brigade  in  the  4th  division,  dunng  his  absence  in  the  command 
of  the  3d  division  The  Hon.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Greville  of  the  38th  regiment, 
commanding  Major  General  (lay's  brigade  in  the  .^h  cUvision,  during  his  al>scnce 
•>a  leave;  lirigadic.  Generol  Pack;  Brigadier  Uenena  tlie  Conde  de  UMt,;di,  t/i 
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^otc  on  tlie  subject  cannot  say  more.    Let  the  individnafs  wli« 
fought  at  Salamanca  carry  those  lines  in  their  bosoms,  and  these 
will  prove  their  passport  through  the  world.    For  his  services  at 
Salamanca,  WeUington  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  Marquis  of 
the  United  Kingtlom;  and  for  the  third  time  within  the  space 
of  SIX  months,  did  our  brave  General  and  his  gallant  troo.is 
receive  the  undivided  thanks  of  the  British  Legislature,  and  the 
unbounde<l  applause  of  their  country.    They  deserved  it      Nor 
was  our  allies  in  the  Peninsula  forgotten-they  also  sl>„ml  the 
praise  of  Wellington  and  his  country-they  also  heapc^I  thanks 
and  honours  upon  their  deliverer.     The  account*  of  the  vic- 
tory of  Salamanca,  were  receinnl  with  the  greatest  joy  at  Cadiz 
A  monument  was  decreed  by  the  Cortes,  to  be  erected  upcm* 
the  «pot  where  it  was  fought,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  Lu 
mg  at  exultation  with  which  it  was  received,  and  the  checrin<' 
prospects  which  its  results  held  out,  of  ultimate  and  complete- 
success  ,n  their  glorious  cause,  a  levy  of  50,000  men  was  order- 
fd  to  be  made  in  the  different  provinces. 

Thcacccont  which  Marmont  gave  of  these  memorable  oper- 
ations, has  been  characterised  as  tolerably  correct.  In  his  re- 
lation of  the  movements  and  manoeuvres  which  led  to  the  bat- 
tle, tlic  difference  is  indeed  not  very  material.  But  in  his  Ic- 
tount  of  the  skirmishes  upon  the  1 8th  at  the  Gnarena,  it  was  fhr 
rom  true,  when  he  says  he  took  from  3  to  400  prisoners,  but 
k)st  none;  whereas  the  missing  in  the  British  army  was  onlv 
54,  while  they  took  280  prisoners,  besides  killing  and  woundin*.. 

*e  P«rt..pu.,«  s.r,ice;  Colonel  Douglas  .f  ,hc  8th  Portugue«,  regiment;  Lieu, 

Colonel   B,..gham  of  the  52d  regimen,;  likewise  to   Brigadier  Gcm..,al  de   Ur 
^n,  and  lieutenant  Colonel  Harvey  of  the  Mth  light  dragoons;  Cok,nel  Lord 

Hon.   Fredenck  Ponsonby,  commanding  the  12th  Light  dragoons.     f.ie„tenan, 
Cone   Woodford;  Captain  Crowder;  Lieutenant  Colo.>el  Frnln.h.m;  Li;" 

Colonel   Dnndas,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sturg«,n  of  the  Staff.     Major  Scov.ll -  . 
L-cu^naut  Colonel  Waters;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lord  Fit,„,y  SomeJ,  mtl 

Brigadier  Don  Miguel  do  Alava.   and  to  Br;^«H;„,  d--  r„„......  .v. -.  .       H?' 

^  Com.ni«ar>.  General  Mr.  Bi,,c.,  and  to  DrlM'Gr^.  the  a.i^ia-'irmJlc;? 
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a  consulorahlc  number  of  the  enemy.  Equally  so  is  the  accoiinf 
of  the  loss  at  Salamanca,   stated  at  6000,   killed  and  wounded 
and  juisoncrs;  that  is  only  one  third  of  the  real  number.     It 
eomjiared,  indeed,  with  other  accounts  through  the  medium  of 
the  same  manufactory,  it  is  comparatively  speaking,  more  cor- 
rect than  others  are;  but  it  was  mean,  disgraceful,  and  incor- 
rect in  the  very  highest  degree,  for  the  French  Marshal  to  lay 
tiie  consequences  of  his  own  fatal  error  to  the  blame  of  the 
troops,  who  so  bravely  fought  to  retrieve  his  error  and  his  lc>r. 
tune.     He,  it  is  true,  acknowledged,  that  he  had  been  severoly 
beaten,  a  thing  no  French   Gejieral  for  22  years  before  liad 
done;  but  then  the  fault  was  not  his,  but  that  of  part  of  liis 
army.  The  2d,  5th,  6th,  and  7th  divisions,  with  Generals  Bon- 
net,  Boycr,  and  Foy,  who  were  ordered  to  reinlbrce  his  Icl't, 
which  he  had  too  much  extended,  when  he  saw  Wellinrrton 
determined   to  take  advantage  of  his  error — all  these  troops 
Avero  accused  of  irregularity  and  want  of  attention.     "  The 
most  of  these  movements  were  performed  with  irrc'ruhirity. 
The  5th  division  after  liaving  taken  the  post  assigned  to  it, 
extended  itself  on  its  left,  •soithout  any  cause  or  reason;  the  7tii 
division  which  had  orders  to  support  it,  marched  to  its  posi- 
tion,  and  in  short  the  2d  division  was  still  in  the  rear."  *     hi- 
stead  of  this  undeserved  censure  upon   brave  men,   his  lan- 
guage should  have  been  that  of  Telemachus,  when  his  negligence 
had  placed  himself  and  his  friends  in  immin        'anger: 

"  Falsehood  is  folly,  and  'lis  just  to  own 
The  fault  committed,  it  was  ni/iit' alone; 
Mif  haste  neglected  yonder  door  to  bar."  f 

This  should  have  been  the  language  of  Marmont,  as  his  ;vas 
in  reality  a  similar  case.  "  For  my  object  in  taking  this  direc- 
tion," says  he,  "  ivas  to  continue  the  movement  hf  my  left,  in  or- 
der to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Salamanca, 
wul  fight  tliem  with  greater  advantage.    1  depended  upon  tak' 


Marmont's  dispatch,  Tudela,  July  31  sf. 
f  Pope's  Homer.     OJesscy, 
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ir1.af.hod  defensive  position,  ]„  wl.ich  the  enemy  could  un- 
<  <'.-t.ko  notlun.  against  nu-;  and  in  short,  come  near  ono,     . 
then  to  take  advantage  of  the //..s.  faults  they  r.i.ht  nnk       *' 
v-gorously  attack  the.n."  *    This  was  trniy  tlL  cLI^^  t;;    ' 
ed  at  too  nu.ch     he  fin^ot  in  his  lu.ny  an  in.portant  opon.tt    . 
H.sama,on,st,  who  had  the  same  object  in  view  which  J.e  h. 
tl.ou.h  not  so  arro,ranr  in  his  expectations,  had  as  .^od  aright 
a..wasn,^.ah.eto^ 

he  r.ench  General  nught  make.     This  was  done,  and  it  w-,s 
oohsh  and  base  to  blan.  the  army,  who  were  plac  d  in  d  n  I 
ro.n  then-  obed.ence  to  his  connnands.     Jf  Mannont  wro    th 
c  sputc^,  It  does  hnn  no  honour;  but  if  it  was  transforn.ed  ei t  e 
m  th    Boutu,ue  of  n.etamorphosis  at  Paris,  wln'ch  chan.^ed  tl  n 's 
wonderfully,  or  on  the  banks  of  the  Dnieper    then  he     ^ 
n^toblame      Butbethisasitmay,Frenc.!:;;-^J'   J: 
'and  ,n  U.     H.s  account  of  the  allair  after  the  battle  w  le  -e 
he  states,  .00  of  our  cavalry  were  killed,  and  only      'el 
nent  of  French  infantry,  (which  he  adn,its  the  ca  airy  al  .u - 
onec,)  broken,  is  equally  devoid  of  truth:  the  loss  of  th     1 

wh.  e    700  prisoners  were  taken  frou.  the  enemy,  and  the  ret 
of  the  body,  consisting  ut  first  of  2000  men,  were  killed  or 
wounded.     That  the  wound  whicn  the  French  Genend       ei" 
d,  and  wh.ch  con^pelled  him  to  leave  the  field,  was  a  .r    t 

ted,  but  tl  e  error  was  committed  before  that  took  place.     It 
was  nremediable,  and  the  more  obstinately  that  he  Ibn^ht  t^  re 
tneve  u,  the  more  decisive  would  he  have  Ldered  his  d   astJs 
From  the  bloody  fields  of  Salamanca,  the  discomfite<l  1< Ven  h 
n      led  Hwh.nay  towards  the  Douro.     Next  morning  afte 

P  u  th  the  rear  guard  of  the  French  anny,  consisting  of  2000 

P'oach  of  the  Bruish  forces  abandoned  their  infant.^  and  flcxl, 

and  1 7th  Bullcfn,  from  Viosma  and  Gh^t.  Aug.  31st.  and  Sept.  3d. 

'*  8 


980 

The  consequence  was,  that  the  whole  of  the  infantry  was  ties* 
troyed;  1700  were  taken  prisoners,  and  about  300  killed  and 
wounded.  General  Chuizel  look  the  command  of  the  routed 
French  forces;  and  certainly,  considering  the  circumstances  in 
whidi  he  was  placed,  he  conducted  himself  with  great  ability. 
'I'he  French  force  took  the  direction  of  Arevalo,  in  hopes  no 
doubt,  of  being  joined  by  Joseph  and  the  army  of  the  Centre, 
amounting  to  1 3,000  infantry  and  cavalry.  On  the  23d,  the  day 
after  the  battle,  they  had  been  joined  by  the  cavalry  and  artillery 
ot  the  army  of  the  North;  but  too  late  to  render  them  any  ma- 
terial assistance.  Joseph  was,  however,  too  late.  I  lis  army  on- 
ly reached  Blasco  Sancho  on  the  '25th,  a  town  between  Avillu 
and  Arevalo,  by  which  period,  the  defeated  army  had  been 
compelled  to  fly  with  all  speed  to  the  Douro.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  25th,  Joseph's  army  obtained  some  information  ol' 
the  disastrous  issue  of  the  battle  of  the  22d,  and  immediately 
commenced  its  retreat  in  the  direction  of  Espinar;  and  Joseph 
himself,  who  had  only  passed  the  Guadarrama  pass  on  the  27tli, 
having  received  the  disagreeable  news,  commenced  his  march  to 
Madrid,  and  afterwards  continuing  his  retreat  south  oast, 
through  the  proviiice  of  Cuenca,  he  effected  his  junction  with 
the  arm}'  of  Suchet. 

The  victorious  allied  army  continued  its  advance,  intcrposimi 
its  force  between  Josej)h's  army  and  that  under 'Clauzel.  By 
the  2,Sth,  the  head  (juarters  were  at  Olmedo;  the  nuiin  body 
upon  the  Zapardiel  and  Adaja  rivers,  and  tluring  the  wliok' 
line  of  their  advance,  they  had  daily  the  most  convinciiig 
proofs  of  tho  loss  of  the  French  army  in  the  battle  of  Sahi- 
manca.  "  All  accounts,"  says  Lord  Wellington,  "  coritiir 
with  regard  to  the  great  losses  sustained  by  the  ariny  of  Por- 
tugal." *  The  light  cavalry  of  the  allied  army  were  in  close 
pairsuit  of  the  enemy,  and  in  the  advance  "  Continued  to  take 
many  prisoners."!  Tlie  enemy's  army  crossed  the  Doiiro  at 
J.*uentc  de  Douro,  and  their  left  wing  at  Tudela  on  the  28th, 
and  took  the  road  for  Valladolid.     The  liritihh  armv  eonli- 


Welliiigton's  dispnlcli,  Olmedo,  July  28th. 
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MUed  to  advance.     ().,  the  30th,  they  entered  Valhul.h^l,  h-.v- 
ing  nnule  300  prisoners  in   the  nei.hbourlu.od,  and  800  sick 
and  wounded  m  the  ph.ce;  with  1 7  pieces  ot  cannon,  and  a  con- 
Mderab  e  ,,uantity   of  store..     The    inhabitants  of  \  alladolid 
rece.ved  the  alhed  anny  with  the  greatest  joy,  and  hailed  tlien. 
as  their  deliverers  from  the  oppression  undrr  which  thov  Ind 
so  long  groaned.     From  Valladolid,  the  French  army  con'ti- 
nued  Its  retreat  upon  Villa  \  anez,  with  the  intention  of  form- 
ing a  junction  with  the  anny  of  the  Centre  on  the  Upper  Dou- 
ro.     Lord,  now  the  Marquis  ol"  Wellington,  immediatelv  com- 
menced  his  march  to  the  «onlh  East,  nnd  on  the  ]st  Lurn.t 
hadhisheadcjuartersatCnellar.     .Joseph    IJonaparte  left'se' 
goyiu  on  the  1st,  having  destroyed  all  the  cannon  and  anmm- 
nition   which   were  in  the  place.     He  carried  off  also  all  the 
ehurch  plate;  anri  in  the  true  French  system,  ended  as  thev 
always  began  in  every  place  where  they  went,  by  exacting  froiu 
the  inhabitants  a  considerable  contribution.     0„  the  3d,  a  di- 
vision  of  the  allied  army  under  the  command  of  General  D'Ur 
an,  entered  the  place,  and  freed  them  fi..n  their  oppressors 
lie  rear  guard  01  the  French  fbrce  under  General  Epert,  withl 
rawing  ni  the  direction  of  Ihlefonso,  while  Josepl"  had  pre. 
Mously  re-passed  the  lamous  pass  of  Guadarrama.  - 
Lew  events  of  much  importance  took  place  during  this  po, 
dm  other  parts  ol  the  Peninsula,  except  the  landing  of  .a 
consKlenable      rifsh  and   Sicilian  force  at  Alicant,  under  the 
connuand  of  General   Frederick  Maitland,  where  they  were 
joined  by  some  Spanish  troops,  an.l  the  united  forces  perhaps 
ainounted  to  10,000  men.     This  force,  however,  was  deficien 
m  ca^al.y,  a„d  was  too  weak  to  commence  offensive  operations 
,i(a.nst  buchet.    In  the  so.uh,  Soult  continued  to  augment  Id 

-co  on  the  confines  of  Andalusia,  where  he  was  watchc^d  by  Gen. 
11.  On  the  24th,  a  very  brilliant  affair  took  place  near 
LsS,„         i,,t  t,,,,,  ,.,^,j,„^^^^^  of  French  cavalry,  and 

m  of  hat  att^iched  to  General  Hill's  army,  and  uncL  the 
s  ol  Co  .  Campbell  and  General  Long.     The  enemy  were 

0.  ted,  an(  pursued  to  a  considerable  distance,  with  the  loss 
«'  .^0  men  killed  and  wounded.  »v,]   n  f^^,,.  ,,'„•!-.  ^-  m 

*  Wellington's  dlsjiatcb,  Cupllar,  Aug,  4ili. 
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e^ide  of  the  ullios,  only  one  man  was  killed  and  seven  wound- 
ed. In  the  north,  Sir  Home  Poplmni,  with  the  squadron  un- 
der  his  command,  continued  to  disturb  and  annoy  the  eneiiiv 
all  alon<5  the  coast  of  Biscay  and  the  Astnrias,  till  the  latter  pro- 
vince  was  cvacuiited  by  them.  Astorga  was  besieged  by  a  .Span- 
ish force  from  f  Jrallicia,  under  the  command  of  Castanos  nnd 
isantocildes;  and  after  a  vigorous  defence,  was  obliged  to  sur- 
render. Fourteen  hundred  of  the  garrison  were  made  prisoners, 
besides  the  loss  in  kilkil  and  wounded  during  theseio'e.  * 

In  other  parts  of  Spain,  severe  and  tlestructive  operations 
were  carried  on  between  the  Spaniards  and  the  enemy,  with 
various  success.  The  second  and  third  Spanish  armies,  10,00() 
strong,  under  the  coHUiiand  of  Gen.  O'Donnel,  had  furiiicd 
the  plan  of  attacking  the  advance  of  Sachet's  army  stationed 
at  Castella.  The  plan  was  well  laid,  but  in  the  execution  oC 
it,  from  some  gross  mismanagement  of  tlie  Spanish  ofliceis, 
but  chiefly  brigadier  Santestivan  with  763  horse,  who  ilid  no- 
thing,  it  was  unsuccessful,  and  attended  with  great  loss.  The 
enemy  though  vastly  inferior  in  numbers,  (only  iiOm  strong,)  re- 
sisted  every  attempt  made  by  the  Spanianls  to  force  their  jiosi- 
tions;  and  in  the  end  compelled  them  to  abandon  the  jirojoct, 
with  the  loss  of  about  4000  men.  The  action  took  place  on 
the  21st  July.  A  charge  of  French  cavalry  seems  to  have  de- 
cided the  fortune  of  the  day;  which  the  Spanish  General  fairly 
admits,  was  performed  with  "  such  unecjualled  promptitude, 
that  his  troops  had  not  time  to  fire  a  single  sliot,  before  tlicv 
were  either  sabred  or  taken  prisoners."  The  Spanish  troops 
also  conducted  themselves  in  the  most  gallant  maimer.  They 
withstood  the  shock  of  the  enemy,  and  although  they  hiid  no 
hope  of  victory,  they  refused  to  give  way;  "to  avoid  dispeision 
(says  Don  Juan  Potoces,)  they  allcwed  themselves  to  be  killed, 
wounded,  and  made  prisoners."  f  The  Spanish  officer  who 
conducted  himself  with  the  greatest  skill,  was  the  brave  Gtiie- 
ral  Roche.  He  fought  bravely,  and  carried  off'  his  divisidn, 
consisting  at  first  of  3500  men,  to  Alicant,  with  the  loss  of  oiilv 


*  Erskinc's  dispatdi,  Los  Santos,  July  2,7th.     Spanish  and  otticr  account'*. 
f  Don  Juuii's  Uisijatdi,  OrihueJo,  July  51st,  IBia. 


'^hat'^^r""'"^TTT^  considerably;  and  his  situation 
at  that  t  mo  wa.  such,  that  l>c  couhl  take  no  a.lvanta^e  of  th. 
defeat  wh.eh  ,he  .Span.anls  ha.l  sustained.  O'DonueTl  was  se- 
verely ce„Mn-ed  lor  his  n.isconduct,  and  ron.oved  fron.hiscom- 

4th  and  22d  of  Au^mst,  the  French  fcrces  „,ade  repeated  and 
dcspera  e  .atnupts   to  obtain   possession  of  Bilboa    but  were 
constantly  foiled  with  considerable  lo.s.     I„  the  !■,  t  nttemnf 
upon  .he  .2d,  their  force  consisted  of  SOOOnien  wl:  1:^^ 
and  pursued  as  tar  as  Duran,.,   by  the  Spaniards  under  the 
coininaud  ot  G.nerals  Carol,  Mendizabel,  and  Lon.a.     Their 
retreat  was  converted  into  a  disorderly  flight,  bv  the'bravery  o f 
ho  Spanish  Generals   and  their  lo.  was  very  gVeat.     The  dc 
fence  ot  Bilboa  was  characterised,  by  a  British  officer  who  wit- 
nessed It,  as  a  n,ost  gallant  achievement,  and  such  as  reflected 
grea   honour  upon  the  Spanish  Generals  and  troops  who  were 
employed   in  it.  *  r  »-n. 

Dnnng  ,hk  period,  Mi„„  w„s  aceively  ™d  usrfully  employ. 

kf.  I,™plu„a  w,,h  a  considerable  ti.ree,  in  order  ,„  eollert 

■™";,  " "ff  «l  »""  "--"ve  l.i,„  l,„ek  „i,|,  ,1,0  los.  of  „ea  - 

!)•   00  men  l<,iled  and  wounded.     Tin's,  however,  was  bn.  ,l,e 

.■cin,le,o„  snil  m„rc,a„g„i„„ry„irair=   on  the  21.,,  Abbe 
tangn,  «reat«„,  of  applies,  „«ain  |ef,  Pampl„„a  „,  ,,  ^^oj 
n  o„  ,„  wh,eh  he  adde<l  ,ho  garrison.,  of  Tudela  and  Caperoso 
.|C    a„g,nen,„l  his  fbrce  .„  3„oo  inftn,,,,  and  200  evaZ; 
»  five  p,eeos  o.  eannon.     With  .hese  he  mnrehed  .„  Tafali 
">  collee,  gram,  and  .o  plunder  ,he  inl,„l,i,an,s  of  the  surronn, 
lllT'T  ^'"-u"'  '■'■""'  "'•'  '-'"'"O'cxenrsion,  M    a 

"  them.     Mn,a  had  only  ,„•„  pieee,  of  eannon,  but  the^e 
I     «  a.^a„,ageo„sly  posted,  and  well  served,  did  g'rea.  ex  e.. 
Oil,  "  everv  tirf>  fivii.,  fi.,>.^  n      ..  o  " 


'".;  "  overy  ih-e  ,,„„,  ,„e,n,  a,  well  as  th;  „,  i;    r^    „  d"'^' 

s 


rd  were  he-,.-,?      r  ,,,  ^'°""'  °^  ^^^  wound- 

1!  ,     ""''  ^""•''  ^'''^''  ^'»"t,  and  even  grenadec 

«m>  euiph.yed  against  Mina's  ibllowers,  but  n.  vain  r  they  re^ 


'  barker's  dispatcli,  Zornosn,  Aug.  24th. 
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mniiicd  linn  and  con-stiilit,  notwithstanding  the  h)fi.4cs  wliicn 
tht'y  continued  to  suncr.'"*  Tlio  enemy  were  signally  tlcleat- 
cd;  a  <;rt'at  part  ol"  their  phnider  and  baggage  Tell  into  tlic 
hands  ot"  the  Spaniards,  whose  loss  was  lG(j  killed  and  woiiiid- 
fd.  Tiiat  of  the  enemy  was  severe,  and  amounted  to  IT  oili- 
cersand  300  privates  killed,  and  above  TOO  woundeil.f  "  Tlitv 
are  terrified  (says  Mina)  and  I  am  persuaded  that  nothing  hut 
the  distress  tliey  suft'er  for  want  of  jjrovisions,  could  oblige 
them  to  repeat  those  forlorn  attempts."  On  the  2ytii,  Abbe  a- 
gain  made  another  attemj)!  to  collect  wood,  but  was  driven  in- 
to I'ampluna  with  the  loss  of  the  wood  which  l)e  had  colkct- 
0(1,  and  the  waggons  Avhicli  he  had  brought  to  carry  it  awtiy. 
The  k)ss  occasioned  to  the  enemy,  by  these  incessant  attack.. 
was  incalculable,  and  nuist  have  rendered  the  situation  of  tin' 
rroncjh  soldier  most  galling  and  miserable. 

Leaving  a  considerable  Ibrce  in  the  North,  the  Manjuis 
Wellington  marched  with  the  remainder  of  the  army  to  [\\o 
Southward,  in  order  "  to  bring  Joseph  Bonaparte  to  a.  gciuiiil 
action,  or  compel  him  to  abandon  Madrid.". t  On  the  (jlli,  tlic 
British  General  left  Cuellar,  on  the  Tth  he  reached  Segovia,  and 
on  the  8tli,  Ildefonso,  where  ho  halted  one  day,  to  allow  tlic 
right  of  the  army  more  time  to  come  up.  No  opposition  \v.i< 
made  by  the  enemy,  to  the  passage  of  the  army  through  tli 
formidable  pass  of  Guadarrama.  On  the  9th,  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral D'Urban,  with  the  I'ortuguose  cavalry  and  the  1st  li<;lil 
battalion  of  the  King's  German  Legion,  and  Captain  Macdon- 
ald's  troop  of  horse  artillery,  advanced  through  that  pass;  on 
the  11th,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gahipagas,  supported  by  the 
heavy  cavalry  of  the  King's  Gei'man  Legion,  he  drove  in  tlit' 
French  cavalry,  about  2000  in  number,  and  placed  himself  at 
Majalahonda.  On  the  evening  of  that  day,  however,  the  cni- 
my's  cavalry  again  returned,  and  the  Portuguese  cavalry,  in 
advance,  were  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy's  leading  squad- 
rons, which  appeared  too  far  advanced  to  be  supported  by  llieii 
main  body.     The  Portuguese  advanced  to  the  attack;  but  a? 

*  Mina's  dispatch,  Pucnte  la  Roy,  Aujust  2f!il. 
+  Ditto,         ditto,         ditto. 
}  WfUingfon's  dispatch. 
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they  wore  about  to  como  In  contact  with  tl.e  enen.v,  a  s.uWor, 
jKUUC  seized  tliein,   and   (hey   tiu-ned  and  i\vd.     'xhev   were 
however,  ««,».•..  ralhed,  upon  the  Gern.an  cavahy,  who  charged 
and  arrested  the  pr,,^M-ess  of  the  ene.ny,  while,   by  the  activity 
0  Colonel  Maedouald's  troop,  the  guns  were  at  one  tin.c  nu.v- 
0(1  oih  but  the  carriage  of  (,ne  being  broken  and  two  others 
overturne<l,  these  fell  ii.to  the  hands  of  the  enemv,  who,  to- 
wards  the  cveninjr,   pcrceivin^r  the  advance  of  oti.er  detach 
n.onts  ot  the  allied  arn.y,   retired  upon  Alcoron,   ieavin-r  the 
.uus  wluch  they  had  taken  at   Majalahor.da.     The  olHce^s  of 
.e  lortu<,uese  cavahy  behaved  themselves  well,   particularlv 
he  \  isconde  de  Uarbacena,   who  was  taken  prisoner.     The 
ussofthealhesunhisalHur,  was  53. killed,  98  wounded,  and 
■h  nussiug,  or  p.-isoners.*     The  enen.y  «,agnifie<l  this  ren- 
counter  to  an  aHhir  of  great  importance,   and  swelled  tl»e  loss 
.  the  alhes  to  800  nun,  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.!     la 
.lie  iueantune,   all  was  consternation  in  Madrid,  amongst  the 
Inends  ot  the  Usurper.     Every  one  was  busy  packing  up  and 
trying  to  escape,  with  as  nmch  of  their  most  valuable  goods  as 
Ihey  could.     Joseph  abandoned  the  place,  ^nd  continued  his 
retreat  to  \  alencia,   having  left  a  garrison  in  the  Retiro,   with 
the  intention,  perhaps,  of  overawing  the  inhabitants,  and  pre- 
venting the  ellects  of  the  public  indignation  against  his  adher- 
ents   till  the  arrival  of  the  allied  army,  whicli,  ],e  was  aware. 
»(.uld  maintain  order.     It  was  impossible  that  the  force  left 
could,  in  such  a  place,  make  any  resistance.     The  British  ar- 
my advanced  to  the  city,   without  further  opposition;  and,  on 
the  lith    entered  the  Capital  of  Spain,  amidst  the  congratula- 
tionsand  benedictions  of  its  inhabits -,     On  the  14th,   the 
^'arr.son  left  in  the  iletiro  capitulate.;      Their  number,  includ- 
t"g  t^ie  sick  and  convalescents,  amounted  to  2506  men.     In 
the  place  was  Ibund  m  pieces  of  brass  cannon,  in  excellent 
condition,  yoOO  barrels  of  powder,  20,000  stand  of  arms,  and 
large  magazines  of  clothh.g,  provisions,  and  stores;   amongst 
the  latter  were  2,C53,'>9i>  ball  cartridges,  and  6,:,6  bayonets. 

•  IVfarquis  Wellington's  dispatch,  Madrid,  Augiret  13th. 
I  TteillarU's  dispauli  to  Jyurdan,  dated  Albuctttc,  August  2l'<U 
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The  cnglos  nlso  of  flic  Ilifh  niu!  1.5th  French  regiments  woir 
tuimd,  and  forwanUil  U>  Kiiglnnd." 

The  con»i(.'ijiu'nccs  of  tin.'  banlo  of  Salainnncii  wore  now  felt  in 
every  corner  in  Spain,  anil  lilled  the  minds  of  llie  French  ad- 
herents  with  alarm  and  consternation.  The  i'ntl  of  the  Ca})ital, 
was  11  blow  which  no  French  sophistry  couid  disguise  or  palliate. 
Its  c'H'ects  were  felt  throughout  Kiu'ope,  and  })articularly  in 
liussin,  at  that  moment  also  contending  for  her  existenci'. 
The  account  of  the  capture  of  Madrid  reached  Petersburgh,  tlic 
very  day  before  the  fall  of  Moscow  was  made  known  to  the  pul)- 
lic  by  the  Russian  Government.  It  spread  with  the  rapidity 
i)f  lightning,  throughout  llussia.  If  Spain  has  regained  lur 
Capital,  why  may  not  we?  was  the  language  of  every  Russian.! 
It  is  scarcely  possible  to  appreciate  the  effects  which  this  ot- 
currcnce  hiul  upon  the  minds  of  the  Russians,  at  this  monieiii. 
It  opened  a  bright  prospect  also  to  Spanish  patriotism,  and^'avc 
them  a  fairer  chance  of  shaking  olf  the  odious  yoke,  under 
which  tliey  had  so  h)ng  suffered.  Soult,  who  kept  a  strong 
hold  of  Andalusia,  and  nienaccd  Cadiz-  and  who  was  "  loth  to 
depart,"  now  began  to  conceive  hhuself  really  in  danger.  No 
conmiunication  between  him  and  tije  North  now  remained,  but 
l)y  the  circuitous  route  of  V'a'encia.  General  Hill  being  upon 
his  flank,  from  Estremadura,  v  ith  perhaps 2.'),000  nun.  About 
yoOO  were  detached  from  Cadiz,  under  the  command  of  that  ce- 
tivo  oiiicer  Colonel  Skerret,  accompanied  by  Captain  FIcininf.'. 
Tliese  joined  General  Monilla,  after  being  janiled  on  the  Can- 
dada  del  Niebla.  The  enemy,  unable  to  oppose  them  in  thai 
(|uurter,  blew  up  the  castle  of  Niebla,  and  retired  upon  Seville, 
loUowed  by  this  force.  A  considerable  force,  also  from  the 
South,  under  Ballesteros,  menaced  the  enemy  on  that  quarter,  s 
that  his  retreat  now  became  a  hazardous  undertakiiig.  But  re- 
treat he  mn.st,  as  it  was  evident  that  he  could  stay  no  longer  where 
he  was,  without  incur'ing  greater  danger.  At  last  the  long  and 
anxiously  expected  day  of  their  deliverance  from  danger,  dawn- 

•  l\IarqHis  Wtllingtoii's  disp.ntihi  Mntlriil,  August  li^tli. 

f  "  After  the  loss  of  Moscow,  tlie  Hiissiiins  were  p.nimatt'il  by  the  accounts  liiai 
thu  Fronch  liad  been  conipcllcil  to  aljaiidoii  Madrid  and  Cadi/." — Lord  C»sl!erc3gli's 
Speech,  Il^use  of  Cuiumons,  Qeceniber  3d,  IQli, 
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^1  upon  the  inhnbiuuus  of  Cadiz.  Tl.oy  beheld  all  those  formi, 
liable  works  which  had  been  raised  with  so  much  labour  and  ex 
pense,  in  ordu-  to  ensure  their  destruction,  now  blown  to  atr  >^j 
by  the  enemy   ImnseU'-i.is  artillery  bur.t  to  pieces,  .nd  his 
..oroH  destroyed  by  hi.  own  hands.     It  was  a  joylld  sight;  while 
the  ^reat  cause  ot  it.  the  victory  ofSahunanca,  continued  yet 
to  fill  their  hearts  with  joy  and  gLulness.     Having  collected  his 
army,  and  ready  lo  commence  his  march,  Soult  communicated 
to  them  Ins  objects,  and  the  cause  of  this  alteration  in  the  face 
ot  their  affairs.     "Soldiers!  (said  he)  it  is  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  march,  in  order  to  revenge  the  misfortunes  which  have 
belalleii  the  Imperial  Lagles,  in  another  Province,  gett-n.rrid  of 
what  can  be  sold,  and  calling  in  the  persons  attached  to'Jhe  ar- 
my.         On  the  25th  of  August,  the  last  detachment  of  French 
troops  left  their  positions  before  Cadiz,  after  having  been  three 
years  before  ii,  without  making  the  smallest  impression  upon  it. 
Contniu.      his  retreat,  he  abandoned  Seville,  to  the  great  iov 
of  the  inhabitants.     As  usual,  it  was  intended  to  lay  on  heavv 
contributions,  and  to  plunder  the  inhabitants,  in  order  to  make 
them  remember  that  Frenchmen  had  been  amongst  them-  but 
the  rapid  advance  of  Colonel  Skerret  compelled  them  to  'abau! 
don  Seville,  having  sustained  some  loss  in  attemptin<.  to  ob- 
struct the  entrance  of  the  allies  into  'he  place.     Seville^'was  de- 
livered  from  her  oppressors  on  the  27th.     'J'he  loss  of  the  ene- 
my was  about  500  men;  and,  it  was  said,  nearly  2000  sick  re- 
mamed  in  the  '.ospitals.     Considerable  quantities  of  artillery 
and  stores  .ere  also  left  in  the  place;  for  which  it  was  declared^ 
by  Soul,  that  upon  his  return  he  would  consider  the  inhabitants 
esponsib le;  but  he  has  never  yet  called  upon  them  fur  an  ac- 
count  ot  their  charge. 

Collecting  his  forces  from  a  wide  extent  of  country,  where 
besules  the  disposable  force,  every  town  had  a  garrison    htlrl 
^y  was  soon  swelled  to  a  strength  which  ovefpower^  aU  opl 

m  d  not  be  less  than  40,000  men,  if  not  more.    Avoiding  fhe 
'Vru  Morena  pass,  he,  with  this  force,  took  the  direction  o£ 

•  Proclamation,  p„n  St.  Mary's,  August  1 8th,  1812. 
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the  kingdom  of  Jaen.  During  the  early  part  of  his  retreat,  \m 
rear  was  considerably  annoyed,  by  the  exertions  of  Ballestero?, 
who  entered  the  hirge  and  populous  city  of  Granada,  the  Capi- 
tal of  the  kingdom  of  that  name,  upon  the  1 7th  September, 
from  which  period  a  dark  and  disgraceful  cloud  overspread  his 
future  operations.  From  Jaen,  Soult  penetrated  into  the  Nor- 
thern  parts  of  Murcia;  and,oa  the  20th  September,  at  Jumilla, 
loruied  a  junction  with  the  army  of  the  Centre,  united  to  that  of 
Valencia,  under  Suchct.  The  Spanish  armies  under  Elio,  were 
not  sufficiently  organised,  after  their  late  severe  discomfiture, 
under  O'Donnel,  to  create  Soult  much  trouble;  while  the  force 
under  General  Maitland,  could  not  possibly  move  from  Alicant, 
witliout  the  prospect  of  certain  destruction.  Suchet,  and  the 
army  of  the  Centre,  witli  forces  very  superior  in  numbers,  were 
ready  to  attack  it,  if  any  movement  in  advance  took  place.  From 
this  moment,  Soult  was  out  of  any  immediiitc  danger,  or  great 
dread  for  the  future.  His  force,  united  to  the  army  of  the 
Centre,  now  exceeded  50,000  men,  all  veteran  troops,  without 
reckoning  the  army  of  Valencia.  Why  he  was  allowed  to 
march  with  so  much  composure,  and  deliberately  to  take  inea- 
s^ures  which  had  such  an  effect  upon  the  future  operations  of 
the  campaign,  it  is  now  incumbent  upon  us  to  attend  to. 

For  a  long  time  back  the  deficiency  of  the  Spanish  Gene- 
.rals,  in  militiiry  talents,  had  engaged  the  attention,  and  excit- 
.ed  the  regret  of  all  who  wished  well  to  their  cause.  The  exam- 
.pie  of  Portugal  was  held  out  to  Spain  as  worthy  of  her  imita- 
tion; namely,  to  place  her  troops  under  the  supreme  command 
of  Lord  Wellington.     This  plan  met  with  great  opposition  a- 
mongst  that  proud-spirited  people.  Great  Britain,  however,  urg- 
ed the  scheme  with  all  her  influence;  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
Cortes  were  also  sensible  of  its  propriety,  and  the  benefits  likely 
-to  be  derived  from  it.  The  brilliant  exploits  of  the  present  cam- 
.  paign,  but  particuLirly  ihe  glorious  victory  of  Salamanca,  was 
.J>rudently  seized  upon  as  a  fit  opportunity  to  introduce  this  im- 
portant change.      The  Marquis  of  Wellington  was  declared 
Generalissimo  of  all  the  Spanish  armies,  an  event  which  held 
out  the  prospeqt  of  the  greatest  advantages  to  Spain.     Balks- 
tcros,  who  hud  hliiiertu  (>ignali4;eU  hiuiseU  so  much  la  the  cause 
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oFhIa  country,  took  offence  at  this  judicious  appointment ;  and 
in  an  evil  hour,  and  at  this  critical  moniont,  refused  to'obey 
him.      He  paid   no  attention  to  his  instructions;  refused  to 
marcli  w'  ere  he  was  directed;  and  allowed  Soult  to  collect  his 
forces  and  pursue  his  plans  without  molestation.     He  was,  in- 
deed, quickly  arrested,  and  his  command  given  to  another;'  biit 
many  months  of  danger,  trouble,  and  iu.s,  were  not  Euflicient 
to  counteract  the  effects  of  the  fatal  error  of  this  single  moment. 
Although  this  appointment  was  not  generally  relished  amon<»st 
the  Spanish  officers,  yet  none  of  them  resisted  it;  and  they  soon 
after  perceived  its  beneficial  consequences.     While  we  lament, 
we  can  hardly  blame  the  reluctance  of  the  Spaniards  to  submit, 
to  this  measure;  sucli  feelings  being  common  to  all  nations  who 
are  not  dead  to  every  sense  of  national  honour;  and  we  should 
recollect  in  judging  of  it,  what  our  condu     night  have  been 
under  such  circumstances;  and  that  the  national  feeling  which 
thwarted   this  object,  was  the  same  which  made  them  resist 
Bonaparte;  and,  which,  through  dangers  and  privations- which 
we  can  form  no  idea  of,  made  them  refuse  to  submit  to  hi* 
sway. 

After  the  entrance  of  the  allies  into  Madrid,  the  army  of  Jo-, 
scpii  continued  its  march  towards  Valencia,  greatly  harassed  hy 
the  Guerillas,  and  diminished  by  desertion.  Toledo  was  aban- 
doned by  the  enemy,  and  taken  possession  of  by  the  Guerilla 
party  of  el  Medico.  'I'he  garrison  of  Guadalaxara,  consisting 
of  700  men,  surrendered  to  the  Empicenado,  upon  nearly  sit 
milar  terms  to  those  granted  by  the  Marquis  of  Wellington  to 
the  Retiro.  In  the  meantime,  the  absence  of  the  main  force  of 
the  British  army,  gave  the  army  of  Portugal,  so  recently  de- 
feated, an  opportunity  of  again  advancing  to  Valladolid,  and 
from  thence  to  detach  a  force,  under  General  Foy,  to  endea- 
vour to  relieve  Astorga.  The  Ml  of  that  fortress  had  already 
taken  place,  and  the  enemy  were  again  compelled  to  retire  a- 
cross  the  Pisuerga.  Foiled  in  their  object  of  relieving  Astor- 
ga, the  enemy,  under  Foy,  endeavoured  to  surprise  and  cut  off 
a  considerable  force  of  Portuguese  militia,  who  had  at  that  time 

ffallnntlv  volnntpnrpfl  f/>  .^«r«.„..,i  ti,_-     -^      ■  i    i.     f 

.7        -V  f-  r^>  v.->.it-ija  iiifi I,  services  beyond  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  kingdom.  In  this,  however, .he  was  prevented,  by  the 
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judicious  conduct  of  the  Conde  do  Amarantlie;  and,  after  re- 
lieving and  carrying  ofFtlie  garrison  of  Zamora,  Foy  returned 
to  Tordesillas.     The  Marquis  of  Welh'ngton  havin^  arranged 
every  thing  at  Madrid,  and  conceiving  that  the  different  armies 
in  the  South  would  prevent  Soult  from  distressing  him,  sliould 
he  make  any  movement  in  a  northern  direction,  lie  left  Madrid 
on  the  1st  of  September;  and,  assembling  the  army  at  Arcvalo 
on  the  4th,   he  crossed  the  Douro  on  the  6th,  and  entered  Val- 
ladolid  on  the  7th,  from  whence  the  enemy  retired  with  precipi- 
tation,  crossing  the  Pisuerga,  and  blowing  up  the  bridge  over 
that  river.     The  army  of  Gallicia,  which  had  retired  upon  the 
approach  of  the  French  army,  again  advanced  and  approached 
the  Esla.     In  the  Centre  of  Spain,  General  Villa  Campa  took 
prisoners  the  troops  which  composed  the  garrison  of  Cuenca, 
consisting  of  J 000  men,  with  two  guns,  and  who  had  abaij 
doned  the  place  in  order  to  join  the  army  of  Suchet,  to  which 
the\  belonged.* 

On  the  8th,  Marquis  Wellington  halted  at  Valladolid  in  or- 
derto  refresh  the  troops.  Leaving  Valladolid,  he  contimicd 
to  follow  the  enemy's  army,  who  retreated  upon  Burgos.  On 
the  16th,  at  Pamplicga,  the  allied  army  was  joined  by  three 
divisions  of  infantry  and  one  division  of  cavalry,  belonging  to 
the  army  of  Gallicia,  'and  under  the  command  of  Captain 
General  Castanos.  The  united  forces  continued  to  press  the 
enemy,  who,  on  the  17th,  were  driven  to  the  heights  close  to 
Burgos;  from  whence  they  retired  during  the  night,  leaving 
a  considerable  quantity  of  clothing  and  other  stores,  with  a 
large  quantity  of  wheat.  From  thence  they  fell  back  to  Brivi- 
csca,  where  they  were  joined^by  7000  conscripcs.f 

The  castle  of  Burgos,  strong  by  n&ture,  had  been  strongly  for- 
tified  by  the  enemy,  It  was  situated  on  that  part  of  Spain  which 
was  allotted  to  the  army  of  the  North;  and  Gen.  Cafarelli,  on 
the  1 7lh,  had  left  a  garrison  of  2500  men  in  it.  This  castle  com- 
manded completely  the  passages  of  the  river  Arlanzon,  a  tri- 
butary stream  to  the  Douro,  and  also  all  the  communications 


*  Wellington's  dispatch,  Valladolid,  Septemhrr  ?»h, 
t  Wellington's  dispatch,  ViJlo  de  Tora,  September  2 1st 


""  t'f'  *"'  .'"^  *""«  •'"■'  "f  «'•  Mi'l'aol's,  .Inch  com 
,»™,W  some  o  .l,c.  works  ofiLe  ca^.le,  and  drove  .I,e,n  IVom  ^1 
,cn.  „ork«,  „,U,  ,W  exception  of  .l.is  for,  „,,ich  »  T  v..' 
.tron»„„d  about  300  yank  from  tl,o  body  of  the  place.   It  «^ 
.«yss,ble  ,o  „,cer.a,„  the  real  state  of  tl.e  work,  of  B„r.  o 
.,.hou,  first  be,„g  ,„  possession  of  tl,is  place.     As  soon  ,f  U 
™s  dark  on  .1,0  even,,,,,  of  ,!,„  ,9tl,,  i,  „,,  ,|cter„,i„cd  to     r 
ry  t  by  storm.     For  this  purpose,  the  42,1  r,.,.i„,ent  w.s  H 
-octed  to  t  e attack,  and  whogallanti,  carried  the  p.ac  ,        ,1 
.enemy  l,ad  occupied  "  "'  ""-l-able  f„,co.    On   he   tie 
.  te  B,..t,sh,  Hr,g„dier  General  Dick,  Lieutenant  Co    Hit 
.the  Is   IWtugnese  regiment.  Colonel  Campbell  of  ,l,e  ,6, 
M,or  Wdl,„m,  of  the  4th  Cacadores,  Major  Dick  of  iW  4^1 
U  .he  Hon   Major  Cock,  of  the  79th,  greatly  disttoguished 
hl,.»,selve,      i   c  enemy  lost  S  piece,  .LJ„,  andlspri- 
sonersi  wh.le  the  loss  of  .he  alfe  .mounted  to  418  kilfe 
I  munded,  and  prisoners.  ' 

The  retreat  of  Sonl.  ,o  the  Eastward,  througl,  Andalusia 
Imng  rebeved  E,trcma.lnra  from  all  danger,  GenrrHil 
™d,rec.ed  to  march  „p„„  Madrid  with  .ht .  oop   „lr "  " 
-n,.„d.    On  U,e  Uth,  he  reached  Truxillo,  and  on  .he    "t 
Orapessa.  o„d  on  the 23d  Toledo.    In  .he melntime,  .1  aslt 

i.g  brought  forward  m  time,  wa,  severely  felt.     The  enemv's 

fcl^dTu'r  ™«''  "'"■"»'  -"■^  British.  aZf 
I      ,  T  ""■  'V^""'""'  ■""!  approaches  more  difficult 

«t™e..ve.On,hon,^^^ 

I       ITvis  ""7  ""•     ^"  ^"""«"'"--  "°°P'  belonging 
1<Z7  •  T  °"^"P'"'  "'"  T»«"  "f  Burgos,  ancfin! 

K     r  7"  "■"  '"''"' ••""'  Wos.sideor.heene,nv'sleft. 

0  n,r„:r"fT;  ■\''^""'-™'  "f  «i-  -^'divisio'.  f„d;; 

P/™  ,„„  ,1  „f  Major  Lawrie  of  the  73th,  who  were  ,o  ^ai^ 
>"  m  front,  were  also  unable  to  gain  their  point.    Major 
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Lawrie  was  unfortunately  killed,  and  Captain  Frazcr  of  tlie 
Guards  wounded.'    Every  exertion  was  made  by  both  officers 
and   men;    but  the  attempt  was  found  totally  impracticable. 
The  loss  of  the  allies  was  348  killed  and  wounded.     The  bat- 
teries intended  to  attack  the  enemy's  interior  lines,  were  com- 
pleled  on  the  27th,  and  ready  to  open  the  moment  that  the  al- 
lied armies  established  themselves  within  the  enemy's  exterinr 
line.     The  army  of  Portugal  continued  at  Pancorbo  and  Mi- 
rando  de  Ebro,  without  making  any  attempt,  at  this  time,  to 
relieve  the  place.      In  order  to  secure  the  speedy  .surrender 
of  the  place,  recourse  was  had  to  mining  the  works;  on  tlic 
29th  at  midnight,  the  first  mine  was  sprung  in  the  exterior  line; 
but  the  troops  ordered  to  support  the  party  in  advance  missed 
their  way,  by  reason  of  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  that  the  advanced  party  was  beat  back  from  tlip 
breach,  which  was  of  such  a  nature,  that  the  enemy  rendertd 
it  impracticable  except  at  the  first  moment.     It  was  endea- 
voured w  widen  it  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  but  the  supe- 
riority of  the  enemy's  fire,  rendered  that  impracticable  to  any 
extent.     On  the  4th,  however,  a  second  mine  was  sprung  with 
better  effect,  and  the  fire  of  the  batteries  had  considerably  wid- 
ened the  first  breath.  Both  breaches  were  immediately  storiiicil 
by  the  2d  battalion  of  tlie  24th  regiment,  under  the  command  ol 
Captain  Hcdderwick;  and  the  allied  troops,  after  great  exer- 
tion, were  established  within  the  exterior  line  of  the  Castle  of 
Burgos.     Captain  Hedderwick  and  Lieutenants  Holmes  and 
Frazer  led  the  two  storming  parties,  and  greatly  distinguished 
themselves.     The  loss  to  the  allies  in  these  severe  operations, 
was  367  killed,  woundetl,  and  prisoners.     The  army  of  Portu- 
gal extended  their  left  to  Lograno,  but  made  no  other  move- 
ment during  this  period.*     1  he  enemy  perceiving,  that  the 
perseverance  of  the  British  troops  was  gaining  ground,  in  ddi' 
ance  of  every  obstacle,  made  two  sorties  from  the  place,  by 
which  the  works  of  the  besiegers  were  considerably  injurcil,  and 
also  caused  them  a  considerable  loss  of  men..    Amongst  tliose 
who  fell  on  this  occasion,  was  Major  Cocks  of  the  79th,  agal- 

*  Wellington's  dfspatcli,  Villa  Toro,  Oct  5tli,  181?, 
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lant  officer.     The  total  loss  was  407  killed,  wountled»  and 
prisoners.      On  the  evening   of  the  18th,  another  mine  was 
sprung  under  the  church  of  St.  Roman,  which  stood  upon  aa 
outwork  upon  the  second  line  of  the  place.     This  mine  suc- 
ceeded, and  Lieut.  Col.  Browne  of  the  9th  Cacadores,  and  a 
detaclunent  of  the  Spanish  regiment  of  Austurias  lodged  theni- 
selvt-s  m  the  outwork.     A  detachment  of  the  King's  German 
Legion  under  Major  Wurm,  carried  the  breach,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Guards  succeeded  in  escalading  the  line;  but  the 
enemy  brought  such  afire  to  bear  upon  them  from 'the  third 
line,  and  the  body  of  the  castle  itself;  and  they  were  attacked 
by  numbers  so  superior,  that  they  were  compelled  to  give  way 
before  the  support  detached  to  their  assistance   could  reach 
them.     In  this  attack  Major  Wurm  was  killed.  All  the  troops 
engaged  in  this  arduous  undertaking,  acted  in  the  most  gallant 
stile.     Some  of  the  men  even  scaled  the  walls  of  the  thir'd  line, 
mid  one  was  killed  in  the  embrasures  of  the  place.     It  was  now 
plain,  that  if  a  breach  could  be  effected  in  the  walls  of  the 
Castle,  that  the  bravery  of  the  allied  troops  would  carry  the 
place.    Another  mine  was  commenced  nnder  the  church  of 
St.  Roman,  and  a  few  days  would  certainly  have  put  the  allies 
ill  possession  of  the  Castle;  but  the  army  of  Portugal  having' 
received  considerable  re-enforcements,  and  aware  of  "the  impor- 
tance of  the  place,  now  began  to  make  movements,  which  in- 
dicated their  determination  to  effect  its  relief.     Their  efforts, 
however,  would  certainly  have  been  unavailing,  had  not  danger 
or  a  superior  kind  pressed  upon  the  allied  army  from  another 
quarter,  and  to  which  it  is  now  time  to  return. 

It  was  obvious,  that  the  force  which  the  enemy  still  had  in 
Spain  was  such,  that  if  he  abandoned  any  part  of  it,  he  could 
obtain  such  an  accession  of  strength  to  any  particular  army  as 
would  give  it  a  decided  superiority  over  the  allies  at  any  parti- 
cular point.  This  was  now  found  to  be  the  case.  Soult  and 
Joseph  having  united,  the  latter  with  15,000  men,  *  and  Soult 
by  private  accounts,  4-0,000  strong,  formed  a  very  powerful 
army.     These,  with  Sudiet's,  made  a  force  of  70,000  cfllctive 


•  WelUngton's  disp«tcli,  Villa  Taro,  Oct.  Sth,  1612. 
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men,  *  iu  the  kingilom  of  Valencia.     Of  these,  50,000  at  least 
Would  be  disposable,  and  now  actually  commenced  their  march 
ihr  Madrid.  General  Elio,  who  had  taken  the  town  ofConsue- 
gro  on  the  22d  September,  had  about  (JOOO  infantry,  and  1  juo 
cavalry  under  his  command.     With  these  he  was  in  comniuni- 
cation  with  General  Hill,  whose  force  could  not  exceed  ;jo,000 
men,  stationed  in  advance  of  Aranjeuz  and  Toledo.  The  ariiiv 
under  General   Maitland,    near  Alicant,  was  inferior  to  tjiat 
which  remained  with  Suchet,  and  even  with  the  assistance  it 
might  derive  from  the  Spanish  forces  in  Murcia,  could  not  bt- 
expected  to  do  more  than  keep  Suchet  in  awe.     Baliesteros  Imd 
at  least   1G,000  mtJn  in  Granada,  but  he  would  do  nolhiii". 
Other  troops  were  in  Andalusia  advancing  towards  Madrid,  but 
then  it  was  obvious  that  they  would  be  too  late  to  prevent  Soult's 
advance.  That  General,  therefore,  continued  his  march  towards 
Madrid,  with  a  force  exceeding  50,000  veteran  troops.    The 
fortress  of  Chinchilla  was  in  the  line  of  his  advance,  in  which 
there  was  a  Spanish  garrison  of  200  men.     He  laid  sie<Te  to 
it,  and  after  battering  it  for  four  days,  a  breach  was  effected. 
The  assault  was  ready  to  be  made,  when  the  Governor  a'raed 
to  capitulate.     The  place  was  given  up  on  the  9th,  and  totallv 
destroyed  by  the  enemy.     With  this  overwhelming  force,  the 
UsuriJer,  and  the  two  French  Marshals,  .Iourdan°and  Soult, 
presseil  forward  to  Madrid;  Elio  with  the  force  which  he  had 
itt  Now  Castile,  retired  to  the  westward;  and  General  Hill, 
Pfkh  whom  was  Generals  Espftna  and  Villemur,  retreated  upon 
-Madrid,  which  place  they  abandoned,  after  destroying  all  the 
Hulitai-y  Stotes  which  could  not  be  carried  away,  and  agreeable 
to  tlie- commands  of  Lord  Wellington,  marched  northwards  to 
Arevalo.     On  the  2d  November,  the  French  troops  again  en- 
tered  that  onfbrtuilate  city,  to  the  sorrow  and  regret  of  itsiii- 
habitimts.     Theisituation  of  the  people  of  Spain  at  this  mo- 
tfii?ut  was  truly  pitiabloi     The  events  of  the  war  were  such,  that 
th*y  &>ttld  hurdly  tell,  who  was  ultimately  to  be  their  master; 
And  th.i  sev«rititr  of  the  French  was  of  the  most  unmerciful 
kind,  against  every  one  who  shewed  the  smallest  sati.sfaclion  ar 
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auy  misibrtunc  which  befel  their  armies.     It  may  well  bo  con 
ccved  what  were  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Madrid  at  tWs" 
moment,  when  they  saw  their  oppressors  agaia  return,  for  whose 
Sor        '  '  ''"""  -ch  striking  marL  of  satis! 

It  was  on  ^hc  morning  of  the  2Ist,   that  this  unwelcome 
and  unexpected  mtelligence,  of  the  advance  of  Soult,  walcom! 
ju^mcated  to  the  Marquis   Wellington,  by  advices   rZ  Gen 
H  II.     He  was  at  that  moment,  engaged  in  opposing  the  variou 
a  tempts  makmgto  relieve  Burgos,  by  the  French  frmy,  clued 
the  army  of  Portugal,  now  placed  under  command  of  Lh  t 
Th.«  army  had  been  re-enforced  by  10,000  men  from  France.  tTo 
d.vis.onsof  mfantry,  and  one  division  of  cavalry,  from  theZ 
.y  of  the  North,  under  Cafarelli,^  and  the  unit'd  force  couW 
not  be  less  than  50,000  men.   5,000  of  which  were  cava^ 
Wuh  this  force   of  itself  much  superior  to  that  under  the  S 
t.sh  General,  wh.ch  perhaps  did  not  exceed  35,000  men.  if  lo 
many,  the  enemy  were  determined  to  raise  thesiege  of  Bu  gosTf 
t  ey  possibly  could      Several  sharp  affairs  had  already  Tken 
p  ace  between  the  advanced  divisions  of  the  respective  armies,  irt 
11  of  wh.ch,  the  superior  skill  of  the  British  General  and  h^ 
troops,  were  conspicuous,  and  attended  with  success.    I„  one 
f  these  at  acks  at  the  bridge  in  front  of  Monastarlo,  Lieut! 
Col.  the  Hon.  Frederick   Ponsonby  was  wounded.     On  the 
evem„g  of  the  20th    Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  E.  Paget,  signalized  him! 
sel^  m  an  attack  made  by  the  1st  and  5th  division^  of  thear^y 
.mder  h,s  command,  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  who 
werednven  back  with  loss  upon  Monastario.  and  the  British 
I  P^sts  agam  estabhshed  at  Quintana  Palla,    which  had  been 
abandoned  upon  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
The  superiorit3'  of  the  enemy's  force  at  this  point  was  such. 
!   .atjomed  w.th  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  South 
to  guard  agamst  which  not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost,  no  pro,' 

I  ^  e  o  be  able  to  oppose  the  movements  of  Soult.  which  the 
rulpable  inactivity  and  obstinacy  of  the  proud  Ballesteros  had 

« -Marquis  Wellington's  Dispatch.  Cabecod,  October  2cth.  1812. 
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^ivcn  sucli  scope  to.     Nothing  was  left  to  tlic  British  General 
but  the  painful  alternative  of  raising  the  siege,  after  all  the 
exertions  and  great  sacrifices  which  he  had  made  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  it.     The  siege  of  Burgos  had  altogether  been  a  most 
arduous  undcrtnking,  and  in  which  the  bravery  and  perseve- 
rance of  the  allied  army  had  been  eminently  conspicuous.    They 
had  difficulties  of  no  common  kind  to  contend  with:  during 
the  latter  part,  the  troops  suffered  much  from  rains,  they  had 
overcome  the  worst,  and  were  upon  the  point  of  surmounting 
them  all,  when  the  palm  of  victory  was  snatched  from  their 
hands.     Nothing  could  surpass  the  gallantry  displaye<l  in  the 
different  attacks  and  assaults  made  upon  the  place,  which  was 
defended  with  equal  obstinacy,  gallantry,  and  skill,  by  its  Go- 
vernor and  brave  garrison.     The  last  attack  6n  the  18th,  was 
peculiarly  severe.     The  breach  effected  at  the  church  of  St.  Ro- 
man being  entereil  by  the  allied  troops,  the  enemy,  who  was 
not  able  to  oppose  them  in  that  point,  withdrew,  and  setting 
fire  to  the  trains,  blew  up  the  church,  which  fell  with  a  hideous 
crash  upon  the  assailants,     lliis,  with  a  tremendous  fire  from 
a  half  moon  battery,  obliged  this  column  to  retreat.     That 
which  ascended  the  main  breach  alone,  succeeded  for  the  mo- 
ment,   and  the  enemy  himself  fairly  admits,   that  the  allied 
troops  had  entered  the  body  of  the  place.     In  this  attack,  the 
British  loss  was  272;  and  in  the  operations  from  the  11th  to 
the  17th,  101  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  making  altogether 
a  loss  of  1970  men  before  this  place.    The  Governor  of  Bur- 
gos, Dubreton,  states  his  loss  at  623  men  killed  arid  wounded; 
and  estimates  that  of  the  allies  to  have  been  about  2000  men,* 
one  of  the  most  accurate  accounts  ever  given  by  a  French 
officer  since  the  revolution,  which  taught  them  the  road  to  false- 

,  hood  as  well  as  to  injustice.  But  in  this  case  they  had  no  ob- 
ject whatever  to  disguise  facts,  as  the  defence  of  Burgos  de- 
swerves  tlie  greatest  praise,  and  does  hohour  to  the  Governor 

.  who  commanded  in  it.  Cafarelli,  however,  in  his  dispatch  of 
the  8tli,  magnifies  our  loss  to  3000,  as  if  he  knew  better  than 
ihe  Governor.  .  . 
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It  was  on  Ihc  night  of  the  20th  October  that  the  siccrc  of 
Bur^ros  was  raised.     "  I  felt  sevei-eiy  the  sacridce  1  was  there 
by  obhged  to  make,"*  said  the  British  General,  which  says  more 
than  volumes  wrote  upon  the  subject  can.     'i'he  whole  army 
was  withdrawn  without  the  enen.y  being  uware  of  the  movj. 
inent,  and  marched  to  gain  the  Douro.     Every  thing  was  car- 
ried away  except  three  pieces  of  cannon  rendered  useless  by  the 
enemy's  fire,    and  the  eight  jiieces  taken   in  the  horn  work 
which,  as  the  cattle  that  should  have  drawn  then,  had  been  sent 
towards  Santander,  in  order  to  bring  supplies  from  that  quar- 
ter, could  not  therefore  be  removed.     The  British  General  con- 
tinued his  movement  to  the  Douro  with  that  judgment  and  abili- 
ty, for  which  he  was  so  remarkable,  pressed  by  an  enemy  supe- 
nor  m  numbers,  but  who  could  not  gain  the  smallest  advan- 
tage over  him.     Various  skirmishes  took  place  between    the 
rear  guard  of  the  allies,  and  the  advanced  guard  of  the  French- 
but  that  on  the  '23d  was  particularly  severe.     The  enemy  cop- 
tmued  to  press  the  rear  guard  of  the  British  army,  command- 
ed by  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton,  and  composed 
of  two  light  divisions  of  the  King's  German  Legion,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Halkett,  xMajor  General  Anson's  brigade 
of  cavalry,  and  the  brigade  of  Major  General  Bock.     In  front 
of  Calado  del  Camino  tiiey  made  two  successful  charges  upon 
the  enemy's  advance,  who  was  detained  for  three  hours  by  thei^e 
troops  at  the  passage  of  the  Hormazo,  and  in  front  of  the  vil- 
lage.    Hitherto  the  rear  guard  had  retreated  in  excellent  or- 
(ler,  but  a  Guerilla  force  which  marched  on  the  hills  on  the 
left  of  it,  having  been  driven  in  amongst  General  Anson's  bri- 
gade, four  or  five  squadrons  of  the  enemy  mixed  with  them,  and 
being  at  first  mistaken  for  Spaniards,  occasioned  a  considerable 
loss  to  the  allied  army.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Pelly  of  th,e  l,6,th 
dragoons  was  taken  prisoner  at  this  time.     The  delay  which 
tins  surprise  occasioned  enabled  the  enemy  to  bring  up  a  supe- 
nor  force  of  cavalry,  which  charged  General  Anson  and  Gene- 
ral  Bock's  brigades,  near  the  Vinta  del  Pozo,  but  without  suc- 
cess.   The  enemy  w^re  repulsed  in  every  charge,  by  the  t^o 

::  SSreiUngtoji^^j^ateh,  Caifccoa,  jOcUOiat  ^6%  1812. 
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J!ght  battalions  of  the  King's  German  Legion,  with  consider- 
able loss.     Sir  Stuplcton    Cotton,    Colonel    Halkett,    Major 
Downinan,  and  Captain  Kauisay,  greatly  distinguished  tlicm. 
selves  in  this  affair.*     CafarcUi,  in  his  dispatch  of  the  30th 
October,  dated  Cegales,  gives  a  singular  accoimt  of  this  skir- 
miuh,    He  states  that  the  charge  of  the  French  cavalry  was 
most  brilliant,  and  ctwt  the  allies  300  men.     Bnt,  says  lie,  "  by 
some  inconceivable  fatality,  the  division  of  dragoons  which  wa, 
in  line  to  the  right  of  these  corps,  and  should  have  Koslarned 
them,  took  themselves  off  to  the  right  at  full  trot  and  disap. 
peen-ed."     Put  for  this,    says  he,  the  English  cavalry  would 
have  been  destroyed  or  taken,  amongst  which,  at  that  time, 
was  Lord  Wellington  and  the  IVince  of  Orange.     What  a 
prize  was  this  to  relinquish  in  such  a  shameful  manner?  How- 
ever,  Cafarelli  knew  very  well  that  the  same  caosc  which  now 
operated  against  them,    had  oftcner  than  once   made   both 
French  cavalry  and  infantry  take  «  themselves  qgr  to  the  right, 
trot  off  and  disappear:*    The  army  continued  its  nwvements,' 
closely  pressed  by  the  enemy;   who,  on  the  25th,  were  re- 
peatedly  repulsed  and  driven  across  the  Carrion,  under  a  sc- 
vere  fire,  in  which  both  sides  sufl'ered  a  considerable  loss.    The 
5th  division  of  infantry  were  principally  engaged,  then  under 
the  coinmand  of  Major  Genend  Oswald,  as  General  Leith  was 
absent  from  bad  health.     In  this  attack,  the  Spanish  General, 
Alava,  was  wounded  while  urging  on  his  men.    The  bridge 
oyer  the  Carrion,  at  Villa  Muriel,  was  broken  down,  and  the 
army  continued  its  retreat.     No  event  of  great  importana- 
took  place  for  aome  time.     D     ng  this  memorable  letreat  the 
great  object  of  the  British  General  was  to  secure  his  junction 
with  General  Hill,  so  that  they  might  act  in  concert  against 
the  enemy;  who,  it  was  now  evident,  were  determined  at  all 
hazards  and  all  losses,  to  collect  the  whole  disposable  force 
which  they  had  in  Spain,  and  bear  upon  Wellington,  in  order, 
if  possible,  to  wipe  away  the  disgrace  of  Salamanca.    On  the 
29th,  the  allied  army  crossed  theDouro  without  any  difficulty, 
by  the  bridges  of  Tudela  and  Puentfdel  Douro,  that  at  Tor- 


-jesillas  havinp 

tors  were  esta 

6th  November 

tempt  to  pass  t 

ing  the  bridge 

sooner  than  wa 

to  pass  at  that  \ 

and,  on  the  6tli 

ral  Hill,  who  c 

tie  obstruction, 

enemy  were  wo 

on  Alba  de  Toi 

the  main  armv 

toval  dc  la  Cue 

enemy  under  Jo 

under  Soubam  i 

the  7th  near  Ar 

200  pieces  of  art 

to  Salamanca. 

Marmont,  but,  i 

cess,  and  which  i 

don  the  place. 

enemy,  upon  All 

cavalry,  6000  mi 

gallant  conduct  ( 

thc71streglmeni 

regiment,  under 

gade,  the  enemy, 

in  all  his  attempt 

of  the  place,   an' 

French  style  of  < 

"  the  Duke  of  Di 

without  being  ab 

threatening  to  tur 

♦  Wellington's  dupai 

t  Jourdon's  dispatch, 
WifoujjiithBpJaceontlK 


269 
■Jesilla.  having  been  blown  up.  On  the  30th,  the  head  auar. 
.or.  were  established  at  Rueda,  where  they  r'e.aincdnih 
0th  November;  the  enemy,  during  that  period,  making  no  at! 
emp  to  pass  the  Douro,  but  were  busily  employed  in  repaL- 
.g  the  bndges.  The  bridge  of  Toro  having  been  repSrU 
sooner  than  was  expected,  and  the  enemy  making  preparation* 

TLTLr'  ^'^  ^1"'  -y-agai"  put  i  n'nrio::^ 

and,  on  the  6th,  commenced  its  march  for  Salamanca.     Genc*^ 
ral  Hill,  who  continued  his  retreat  from  JVJadrid  with  very  lit 
tie  obstruction,  except  in  some  trifling  skirmishes  in  which  the 
enemy  were  worsted,  was  directed  to  march  by  Fontiveros  up- 
on Alba  de  formes,  which  place  he  occupied  on  the  8th,  ai  d 
the  mam  army  the  same  day  occupied  the  heights  of  St.  Chris, 
toval  de  la  Cu«rta  in  front  of  Salamanca.     The  army  of  The 
enemy  under  Joseph,  with  Soult  from  the  south,  and  the  -^rmV 

k  7th  near  Arevalo,  their  united  forces,  90,000  strong,  with 
00  pieces  of  artiUery,-  .arched  directly  ailel  the  BrSa^ 

M  rmont.  but  from  his  superiority  in  nunU,ers,  with  better  sue- 
c^s  and  which  ultimately  obliged  the  British  G.nml  toaban. 
don  the  place     On  the  loth,  a  severe  attack  was  made  by  the 
enemy,  upon  Alba  de  Tormes,  with  a  force  of  15  squadron  of 
cavalry.  6000  ,n|antry,  and  20  pieces  of  cannon  j  bu7,  from   bo 
galant  conduct  of  the  5,st  regiment,  under  Coiond  Z  rt 
.ho71st  regiment,  under  the  Hon.  Colonel  Cado^^n;  the  9'd 
regmient.  under  Colonel  Cameron;  and  Major  Howard's  bri 
gade  ^^eenemy.notwithstanding  the  greatest  efforts,  was  foiled 
all  h.  attempts      His  liglu  tnK,ps  advanced  to  the  very  wa  Is 
the  place,   and  Jourdan,   who  had  not  been   used  to  the 
r^k^    ;n'r^'  wriUng,  very  candidly  admit^ta 
he  Dtdce  of  Dalmatia  fii^d  1500  cannon  shot  on  this  poiht 
-thout  being  able  to   dislodge  the   enemy."t    The  enem  - 
threatening  to  turn  the  British  army,  and  cut  it  off  from  Ci^^ 

*  Wellington's  diapatcb,  duikd  Rodrigo.  NovcmlH,r  1 9th,  1812. 
t  Jourdon's  dispatch,  Salamanca.  November  lOfh_hnt  »k-  «-;,;.,,  „^^, ,,      . 
ififougu  th«  place  on  the  Mth.  "' .~ ^'°°^"  i'''^"=^ 
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And  Kodfigo,  tlio  Marr'uiii  of  Wellin<jion  brako  up  from  St. 
^'brilU>v«I,  and  <lirec(*>f.  the  troops  to  move  upon  riie  liih  to 
the  famoua  position  of  A  <  spiles;  and  as  soon  as  he  had  ascer- 
tained the  direction  of  the  eiiem)''k  force,  which  hud  crubsed 
the  Toi.nes  at  three  fords  above  Alba,  ho  inovi>d  with  the  'Jil 
division  oi  jfifantry,  xnd  all  the  cftvalry  he  could  collect,  in  or- 
der to  attack  them,    "aving  General  Hill  with  tiie  4th,  and 
General  Hamilton's  divisions  in  front  of  Alba,  to  protect  thi) 
movement,  and  the  3d  division  in  reserve  at  Arapiles,  in  order 
to  secure  the  iiossesbion  of  that  |X)sition.     The  enemy,  how- 
ever, were  by  this  time  too  strongly  posted,  and  too  formidabk 
in  numbers  to  attack  them  with  any  prospect  of  success.     Hav- 
ing reconnoitered  their  position,  the  British  General  decried 
Upon  a  retreat  to  Ciudad  Ilodrigo;   during  the  night  of  the 
Htb  and  morqing  of  the  15th,  he  moved  the  greater  purt  ot 
the  troops  through  Salamanca,  tiiough  Jourdan  had  dated  hid 
dispatch  of  the  10th  from  it,  as  if  it  had  been  th^q  in  hia  pos- 
session.   Joseph,  who  had  the  supreme  command  of  the  enem/j 
forces,    conceiving  himself  invincible  at  the  heiui  of  such  a 
mighty  army:  eager,  perhaps,  to  see  a  battle,  and  np  doubt 
anxious  to  gain  a  victory  over  the  celebrated  British  GcDcral, 
was  determined,  on  thi-  1 4th  to  attack  the  British  army  pobt- 
ed  at  Arapilea.     «*  The  position  (says  he)  occupied  by  the  ene- 
my was  formidable.     It  had  long  since  been  studied  j  i/uw 
still  thai  of  ArapUes"    The   very   thought  seemed  to  liavi 
brought  him  to  his  senses — should  it  again  prove  ArapiieM 
"  I  wac  (continued  he)  at  first  tempted  to  attack  it  in  front;  tor 
by  penetrating  the  Centre,  the  enemy  would  perhaps  have  been 
cut  in  two,  and  would  have  lost  the  half  of  hia  army;  but  Jwi 
struck  by  the  observations  of  the  Generals  who  are  acquainted 
voiih  the  country,  and  I  resolved  to  operate  upon  the  right  of 
the  enemy,  passing  theTormes  atGalUsan'      .""     T'>e  uabur- 
ied  skull  of  some  Yoriiu,  then  no  longer  th<>  K';iv>;'«  jtster,  per- 
haps crossed  his  sight  at  the  moment,  and    .n  n  uod  liim  in  em* 
phatic  strains, 

"  Insulting  man,  thou  shalt  lie  soon  a*  I| 

Black  fate  hangs  o'er  thee,  aqd  thy  hour  is  nigh." 

*  Joseph's  dispatch,  Salanuncaf  NoTembcr  20tb,  18I2. 
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Joscpl.  had  no  doubt  been  dmiming  about  Marciifjo  or  Jena,  and 
thinking  how  ca.ily  ]u  might  become  as.  ...t  a  man  as  hisbro- 
ther;  bnt  his  Generals,  some  of  whcm  wore  acqmtnfed  with  the 
country,  <,„ickly  brought  hir       t  of  his  .   r.rie,  by  .hewing  him 
that  It  was  dangerous  ground  he  had  chosen  for  hi.  operations- 
and  placing  the  fate  of  Marmontbt.f«re  his  eyes  it  5/r«d- him' 
with  terror.    I-ortunate  it  w„8  for  Joseph  that  he  had  wiser  head, 
than  his  own  along  with  him  at  that  moment,  to  direct  him,  or 
there  can  b.-  little  doubt  but  his  conduct  would  have,    upon 
the  sam^  i,;x)t.  u.Med  another  wreath  to  the  head  of  the  British 
Gc.    aJ.     But  Joseph's  turn  was  approaching,  and  a  more  dis- 
asti.us  F.„d  than  that  of  Arapiles  was  destined  to  cure  him  of 
i  mbition. 

ITie  British  General  having  withdrawn  his  troops  from  Sal- 
amanca,  commenced  his  retreat  ujwnthe  16th  for  Ciudad  Rotl- 
rigo,  which  he  carried  into  execution  during  the  17th,  l«th, 
and  19th,  followed  by  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and* 
part  of  their  infantry;  but  who,  except  a  cannonade  upon  the 
rear  of  the  ollies,  which  did  little  injury,  were  not  able  to  effect 
any  thing  against  him.     On  the  1 7th,  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  E.  Paget, 
having  rode  alone  to  the  rear  of  the  army,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  cause  of  the  delay  of  the  march  of  some  of  the  divi- 
sions, missed  the  road,  and  was  taken  prisoner  by  a  detach- 
ments of  the  enemy's  cavalrj-.     The  army  crossed  the  Agueda 
on  the  20th,  after  a  severe  and  harassing  rtjtreat,  during  which 
time  they  were  exposed  to  the  greatest  privations.     The  wea- 
ther, for  sometime,  had  been  dreadful,  and  the  roads  uncom- 
monly  bad;  «  from  the  15th  (says  the  Marquis  Wellington)  it 
has  been  worse  than  I  have  ever  known  it  at  this  season  of  the 
year."*     «  The  rain  was  uninterrupted,  (say  Joseph)  and  the 
smallest  fivers  suddenly   became  toirents."f     Under  such  cir- 
cumstanc-s  the  retreat  of  the  allied  army  before  such  superior 
wees,  eager  to  obtain  an  advantage  over  it,  must  have  been 
attended  with  great  want  and  distress.     The  troops  suffered 
much.     For  several  days  they  were,  literally,  without  food;  ex- 

»  Wellfngton's  dispatch,  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  November  19th.  1812. 
f-  Joseph's  disjiatch.  Salajmaoca,  November  20th,  1812. 
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cept  what  tliey  could  pick  up  in  an  exhausted  country,  and 
from  which  the  inhabitants  fled  in  dismay,  upon  the  appear- 
ance of  those  destructive  swiirms  of  Gallic  locusts,  which  had  so 
often  robbed  I'lem  of  tlicir  all. 

The  total  loss  of  the  British  and  Portuguese,  during  this  ar- 
duous retreat,  was,  857  killed  and  wounded,  and  421  prisoners; 
a  trifling  loss  indeed,  considering  the  nature  of  the  operations, 
and   the  overwhelming   force   brought  against    them.     The 
French  accounts,  as  usual,  exaggerate  the  loss  of  the  allies,  dur- 
ing the  advance  of  Soult  and  the  other  armies,  to  12,000  men; 
but  their  accounts,  regarding  the  loss  of  their  enemies,  have 
so  long  been  known  as  odious  fabrications,  even  when  stamp- 
ed as  oflficial,    or  rather  most  at  variance  with  truth,   when 
they  were  so,  that  these  scarcely  deserve    lotice  but  to  shew 
their  absurdity.     For  instance,  Joseph's  dispatch  dated  Nov. 
SOth,    estimates  the  loss  of  the  allies  at  12,000.     Cafarelli's 
dispatch,    Burgos,    November  8th,    estimates  the  loss  of  the 
allied  army  in    the  retreat   from  Burgos   to    the   Douro  at 
7000  men,   including  300  on  the    23d  Oct.     Souham's  dis- 
patch, Tordesillas,  November  3d,  states,  that  in  the  affair  of  the 
30th  Oct.  the  enemy  took  500  prisoners.     Marquis  Wellington 
states  it  at  40  men  altogether.     From  the  preceding  statements 
it  will  be  seen  how  different  every  one  of  their  official  dis- 
patches are,  a  clear  proof  not  one  of  them  on  the  enemy's  sidf 
was  telling  the  truth;  and  it  is  only  remarkable  that  the  Editor 
of  the  Moniteur  did  not  make  the  figures  to  correspond.    His 
workshop   had  often  exhibited  more  wonderful  instances  of 
transformation. 

The  advance  of  the  French  army  was  like  the  advance  of 
every  army  of  theirs,  sacrificing  every  thing  for  one  object,  and 
calculating  only  upon  one  issue,  namely,  success.  They  made 
themselves  sure  of  defeating  Wellington,  when  things  would 
have  been  all  their  own  way.  They  never  reflected  what  would 
be  the  consequences  if  they  did  not  accomplish  their  object. 
Could  their  armies  follow  him  into  Portugal?  If  he  took  up  a 
position  under  the  cover  of  Ciudad  llodrigo,  could  such  an  ar- 
my find  subsistence  in  that  part  of  the  country  to  carry  on  fur- 
ther operations  against  the  allies.'^  Lord  Wellington  knew  well 
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they  could  neither  do  the  one  nor  the  other.     The  country  was 
exhausted,  and  could  furnish  them  with  no  supplies  for  such  an 
army  and,  therefore,  they  must  retreat  to  a  place  where  thev 
could  not  only  find,  but  command  these.     If  they  advanced  in 
to  Portugal   the  Guerillas,  the  Spanish  army  from  Gallicia,  and 
those  h-om  the  South,  would  place  themselves  in  their  rear  and 
intercept  all  supplies  from  France,  unless  escorted  by  su'ch  a 
number  ot  troops  as  it  was  impossible,  situated  as  they  then 
were,    they  could  spare  for  that  purpose.     A  victory,    .reat 
and  decs.ve    over  the  British  General,   could  alone  set  Lm 
at  ease;    wuhout  that,    it   was  evident    that  all   their   labour 
was  o    httle  use,    and  only  protracted  the  struggle   to  an" 
her  cdmpa.gn.     It  .s  not  in  a  continued  career  of  success  th^t 
.ho  best  talents  ofa  General  are  displayed.     No,  itiswhent 
vcre  and  unexpected  reverses,  which  he  had  no  reason  to  caU 
rulate  upon,  assad  h.m,  that  his  superior  powers  are  displayed 
.^uch,  n.  tins  case,  was  the  situation  of  the  Marquis  of  WellL." 
ton.     He  never  could,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that  Ballesteros 
would  not  only  d.sobey  his  commands,  but  sacrifice  the  best  n 
terests  of  h.s  country,  in  open  defiance  of  the  will  of  his  Gov  rn- 
ment,  by  sufFermg  Soult  to  retreat  unmolested  as  he  did.     The 
Hnt,s     General  cdculated,  and  had  every  reason  to  calculate 
very  d,lFerently.     Had  Ballesteros  entered  La  Mancha  by  the 
great  pass  ot  the  Sierra  Morena,  as  he  might  easilv  have  done 
he  would  have  got  to   Madrid  before  Soult  could,  and  th2 
an  be  no  doubt  but  that  his  force,  united  to  that  under  E 
hrst,  and  then  to  that  under  Hill,   if  not  sufficient  to  ent    o 
and  defeat  Soult,  might  at  least  have  retarded  his  m2tto 
.nu«  ,  and  defended  the  approaches  fro.n  the  Soutir      t 

Ma  q<ns    Wellington  to  have  driven  back  the  army  of  the 
North,  and  taken  Burgos,  when  Soult  would  have  been  .d.d  to 
.novo  off  towards  Valencia,    or  perhap.  Catalonia.     B^, 'I 
0  oe.ng,  the  British  General  was  forced  to  fori    t 

'0.1s  and  labours  which  had  been  spent  upon  Bnr.os-  and  on  e 
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perior  to  his  own,  contended  against  him  in  vain;  he  darned  off 
his  armv  in  safety,  and  txyntpdntui  them  to  seek  other  rpiarivTn 
than  they  then  had,  and  othtr  quarters  tFian  i>efore  they  msmvlN 
ed  to  attack  hiin  the  greater  part  of  tlH-'trt  }i099essed.  In  thvsc 
operatiorts,  the  talents  o*'  lt»c  British  General  eclipsed  those  of 
his  oj>|>onents,  and  more  particularly  those  of  tlie  "  Greatest 
Captain  j)f  tin.'  itf^e,"  wlio  seemed  only  fit  to  command  wlrtii 
advancirtpf,  but  who  never  could,  by  his  talents  it»  a  Geixral, 
extricate  his  tu-my  when  his  raslntiiss  had  placed  it  in  dnu'w. 
Considering  the  situation  in  vvhich  the  allietl  array  was  pfaeed, 
their  lo9j»  during  the  retreat  was  small,  andvin  all  probabiHtv 
the  loss  of  the  enenty  was  equal  tq  theirs.  Souham,  in  his  dis- 
patch  of  November  1st,  acknowledges  his  loss  from  Burgos  tu 
the  Douro  to  have  been  300,  which,  in  the  usual  style  of  Frciioli 
arithmetic,  inay-be  fairly  raultiplietl  by  4,  to  come  at  the  trutli. 
MtucjUi*  Wellington  statesj.the  loss  of  the  allies  for  that  prioil 
at  900.  ;         .        ■ 

Scarcely  had  Soult  mnl  .T(wph  withdrawn  from  Madrid,  in 
their  atlvance  to  the  Northward,  than  the  garrison  left  tlun 
were  compelletl  to  abandon  the:  place  to  the  Spanish  troops,  oir 
the  7th,  seven  tiays  after  the  enemy  had  entered  it.     But  it 
soon  rererted  into  tlie  hands  of  the  French  again,     'flic  allrcd 
armies  having  taken  up  secure  cjuarters  ujx>n  the  frontier^  ol 
Portngsd,  set  the  French  fo»Te»at(Iefiantv;andwlK>,  not  diiriiiL' 
to  attempt  any  thingfurther  against  them,  were  quickly  compel- 
led to  disjierse,  and  seek  cantonments  for  tfteir  troojw,  in  a  coun- 
try where  they  could  obtain  supplies.    For  this  purpose,  Souluiiii 
tlt'U  buck  upon  KSalamanca,  Init  principally  along  the  Douro  iiiu! 
towards   Vulladolid;  while  Soult,  with  his  army,  took  up  Iin 
(juartovs  in  the  valley  of  the  Tagus,  extemling  from  Placeutii 
to  Madrid,  which  the   Spanish  forces  were  ajrain  obliged  to  a- 
bandon.     There  they  rcmaineil  for  a  while,  «  unable  to  a(i- 
vance,  unwilling  to  retire,  and  renouncing  the  hope  of  victo*} , 
The  retreat  of  the  allied  army  from  Burgos,  and  the  ascen- 
dancy thereby  obtained  by  the  enemy  in  that  quarter,  gave 
them  an  opportunity  to  advance  and  re-occupy  Bilboa  and  otiitr 
places  in   Biscay,  which  the  Spanish  forces  in  that  quarter, 
were  too  weak  to  defend  against  the  force  aow  brought  to  bear 
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<m  lliom.    R„  operations  of  great  moment  l,a<l  token  nhee  In 
other  part,  „    Spain.    The  Onerilla,  during  .,,e  adv-'neo  if 
.l.e  alhe,  and  retreat  of  the  enemy  „p„„  ,L  F.bro,  1„"    ,„;' 
«.cl,  a  „,de  ,.eW  a.  formerly,  for  tl.eir  operation,.     U.Z^^ 
Ley  were  no,  ,dle     On  the  ,5,h  October,  near  ZeranL,  M„^ 

»  ..onde.eatedtUem,«,l.,|.olo,.ofHOOmen;„ndo-.,-,.„l' 
«d  n  tlu,  engagement,  entered  Runpluna.     Longa,  i„  ,|,e  "n.l 
...Oetober.  .ellin  with  „  «,„voy  from  tVanee  fltheLVenc 
army  a,„l  took  300  prfcone,,.    Uuran.  near  Soria,  on  the  ,« 
Novembc,,  destroyed  .  p«y  of  U„  enemy,  killed  ,nd  «.^ 
cd  '250,  atul  took  20  prisoners. 

In  Guolcia,  during  this  period,  several  severe  en^n.^e. 
monts  took  place  betv^een  the  contending  armies.  That  acdve 
and  vigdant  officer,  Baro«  de  EroIIes,  never  ceased  to  Cj 
.^  annoy  the  enemy,  and  occasioned  him  a  severe  los.,  Ou 
he  7th  Septeraber,  a  body  of  iOOi)  men  left  Barcelona  in  or-' 
|ler  to  re-entorce  Snchet.  During  their  march,  they  were  at- 
Lukedbya  hpamsh  force  in  tlie  mountains  of  Villavinu,  and 
driven  back  to  the  very  gates  of  Barcelona,  with  considerable 

•'"  ,  ^    ;!  f'""*'  '''"'^  '^^  ^P""'«''  General  Milans,  havin^r 
jo.ne<l  Dr.  nob.ro  with  about  4000  men,  they  entered  Matarro! 
and  compelled  the  French  garrison  to  shut  itself  up  in  the  fort 
which  they  had  constructed  in  tiie  Capuchin's  Convent.     On 
[he  19th.  3000  Milans.  with  men,  attacked  the  French  General 
l^xpert,  and  according  to  the  a<;count8  of  the  enemy,  was  re- 
puUed  with  the  loss  of  300  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  70 
pnsonors.     'l^,c  Frcti^h-  loss  as  usual  only  tyifling,    viz.  24 
jvouiided.     A  sa-ere  engagement  also  took  place  between  the 
Haronde  Krolle*  and  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy,  in 
"inch  he  was  in  imminent  danger,  but  from  which  he  was 
extncated,  by  the  timely  assistance  brought  to  him  by  Manso. 
It  IS  impossible  to  ascertain  the  loss  in  these  destructive  and  nu- 
morons:contests.  which  werp  frequent  and  sev  ere.     On  the  night 
o|  the  '26th  September,  ap  attack  whs  made  upon  the  Port  of 
larragona  and  the  Mole,  by  the  boats  of  the  Briti.sh  ships  of 

"'».  unuci  iiii;  orders  ot  Captaui  Cod- 

nr-gton  ol  the  former  ship.     This  aUack  was  concerted  with 
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llie  Bavon  de  Erollcs,  who  was  to  march  from  Reiiss,  ami  at- 
tack  from  the  land  side.  The  Baron  conducted  his  part  ot  the 
operations  with  great  secrecy,  and  arrived  upon  tlie  spot  at  the 
appointed  time.  The  attack  was  accordingly  made,  and  was 
conipletely  successfuh  The  enemy  were  taken  so  coniplelciy 
by  surprise,  that  Gen.  Bartalotte  actually  mounted  his  horse 
without  either  his  boots  or  stockings.*  Five  vessels,  a  launcli, 
and  five  small  boats  were  brought  away,  the  whole  of  wliielt 
were  cheerfully  given  up  by  the  British  Crews,  to  the  troops 
under  the  Baron,  for  their  gallant  and  good  conduct  during 
the  affair.  The  British  suflered  no  loss,  and  that  of  the  8pii- 
iiiards  was  only  3  killed  and  H  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  ene- 
my was  more  considerable,  but  cpuld  not  be  ascertained  from 
the  darkness  of  the  night.  Various  other  operations  were  car- 
ried on  with  similar  sucgcss,  along  the  Spanish  coasts  in  pos- 
session of  the  enemy,  in  which  the  British  ships  of  war  cut  oil 
considerable  (juantitics  of  supplies,  wi»ich  were  transporting  from 
France,  and  the  chief  Spanish  seaports  possessed  by  the  enemy, 
to  their  armies  in  different  places. 

The  French  government,  and  their  organ  the  Moniteur, 
which  had  been  long  silent  about  Spanish  afllairs,  now  bcg;iu 
to  speak  out,  and  extol  their  own  successes,  and  magnify  the 
reverses  of  the  allies.  The  turn  which  their  affairs  were  taking 
in  the  North  of  Europe^  rendered  it  necessary  to  have  as  much 
to  say  as  possible,  from  a  quarter  where  they  had  the  appear- 
ance of  success.  In  order  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  public 
mind  in  France,  from  the  deep  humiliation  and  disgrace  which 
their  ambitious  schemes  were  suffering  in  Russia,  they  tinuLd 
their  wliole  attention  to  the  Peninsula.  They  were  well  awaro, 
that  notwithstanding  appearances,  there  was  in  reality  no 
causa  for  boasting  on  their  part,  at  the  issue  of  the  campaign 
in  Spain.  But  they  crdculated  as  usual,  to  frame  their  de- 
clamation in  such  a  manner,  that  it  would  give  food  for  annoy- 
ance to  the  British  Ministers,  and  divide  the  attention  of  the 
public  njind  in  Britain.  On  this  head,  they  could  scarcely  cal- 
culate wrong;  however  extraordinary  their  assertions,  these 
>verc  certain  to  find  supporters  in  Britain.     The  campaign  ot 

*  Cttptain  Codrington's  dispatch ,  Salon  Bay»  Sept.  27ili,  IHl'.'. 
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1812  in  Spain,  which  might  now  be  considered  as  closed,  was 
fount!  out,  not  only  to  have  been  attended  with  no  beneficial  ten- 
dency,  but  actually  to  have  been  p.oductive  of  disgrace  and  de- 
ibttt.     Nay,  Sir  Francis  Buidett,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
Dec.  7th,  1812,  insisted,  that  "  some  military  characters  of  re- 
putation suggested,  thai  the  buttle 'of  Salamanca  ought  never  to 
have  been  fought;"*   and  that  the  conclusion  of  the  campaigu 
was  nothing  but  failure  and  defeat."     Not  content,  however^ 
with  such  sentiments  as  these,  the  same  gentleman  went  farther,* 
ml  asserleil,  that  we  had  no  right  to  compel  these  Spaniards' 
who  were  befriending  Joseph,  to  submit  to  their  legitimate  So- 
vereign.    In  the  House  of  Commons,  Dec.  3d,  the  Baronet 
said,  "  Again  Sir,  on  the  contest  which  is  now  carrying  on  in 
Spain,  docs  it  not  seem  pafedli/ equitable,  that  every  Spaniard 
>liould  be  left  iree  to  attach  himself  to  which  ever  pJrty  ho  may 
ihiiik  most  likely  to  save  his  country;  to  be  an  adherent  of 
French  or  English,  as  may  seem  good  to  him?  To  refuse  to 
acknowledge  this  principle,  is  to  be  any  thing  but  conciliat- 
ing; yet  we  do  not  acknowledge  it."t     This  was  precisely  the 

-  Perhaps  it  was  Gen.  Suchet,  or  Bonaparte,  who  suggested  this  to  the  Laroiict 
—hardly  an^  otiier  person  would. 

t  Was  it  for  acting  in  this  manner,  that  tlie  Honourable  Baronet  exalted  tho 
character  and  condurt  of  Suchet  far  before  that  of  Lord  Wellington?  (see  debates. 
House  of  Commons,  Feb.  'ilst,  1812.)     Was  it  for  acting  in  this  manner,  that  the 
Baronet,  "  admired"  the  conduct  of  that  General,  whoss  merit,  consisted  in  having 
taken  "Tarragona,  Saguntum,  and  Valencia,  and  sent47,OOOprisonersinto  France," 
during  the  time  in  which  Lord  Wellington  had  only  taken  the  paltry  fortress  of 
Ciudad  Ilodrigo— in  other  words,  and  more  intelligible  language,  who  "  admired" 
the  conduct  of  a  General,  whose  sole  merit  consisted  in  butchering  without  mercy, 
«ery  Spaniard  who  dared  to  oppose  his  career;  a  career  marked  with  the  mo.t 
odious  violence  and  injustice— Who  se  ..  47,000  prisoners  to    France,    because 
they  would  not  obey  one,  who  had  no  earthly  right  to  claim  obedience  from  them; 
Kiid  which  prisonL'fs  were    in   France  treated  in  the  most  barbarous  manner,  by 
that  odious  and  unprincipled  government,  whose  chief  supporters,  the   Baronet 
admiri-d  and  praised.     The  whole  conduct  of  France  and  her  Ruler,  with  regard 
i  to  the  invasion  of  Spain,  was  odious  and  disgraceful  in  the  Jn'ghest  degree:   but 
after-agcs  will  scarcely  credit,   that  those  brave  men  who  rose  to  defend  their 
I  country,  wlien  the  fortune  of  war  threw  them  into  the  power  of  their  cnumv,  were 
I  liy  him  sent  to  the  hulks  of  Brest  and  Rochefort,  and  there  chained,  and  com- 
:■  ""d  to  work  wiili  t!;-,;  won;;  convicts  ia   france.     Yet  tl;is  was  the  case.     Out 
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principle  wliicli  the  French  iiiculcateil,  from  the  earliest  ilawn 
of  that  revolution,  the  baneful  cllects  of  which,  the  world  wjH 
loci  for  II  century  to  conje;  and  tlie  same  cant  wliich  would 
have  been  preached  up  to  us,  had  the  enemy  of  mankind  conic 
t>ver  either  to  Ireland,  or  Great  Britain;  or  whether  lie  was 
upon  the  plains  of  Germany,  or  on  the  fields  of  lliis!,ia.— 
X^et  them  alone,  would  have  been  the  cry,  let  the  discon- 
tented,  the  traitors  to  their  country,  resist  its  lawful  aullio- 
j-ity,  and  establish  in  its  stead,  such  a  governuicnt  as  suits 
tlieir  conveniency.  The  liaronet  surely  must  have  forgotten 
tliere  are  such  things  us  right  and  wrong;  and  that  while  onu 
^Spaniard  remained  faitidul  to  his  country,  and  called  upon 
Great  liiitnin  to  assist  him  In  repulsing,  I  do  not  say  French 
invasion,  but  French  atrocity!  that  policy,  honour,  and  ju;,. 
tice  demanded  of  us  to  lend  him  our  firn)est  support,  and 
to  consider  his  opponents  as  traitors,  and  to  »llow  liim  to 
treat  tiieni  as  such.  Posterity  will  never  credit,  that  at  this 
moment,  such  sentiments  us  those  prou^iulgated  by  the  lionour- 
able  Bai-onet,  could  be  delivered  in  a  British  House  of  Conu 
inons,  which  for  20  years,  had  bew  vesisUng  the  operation  of 
similar  principles. 

'i'hc  retreat  from  Burgos,  again  o]|)oned  the  door  for  gloom 
and  desi)ondencc  to  come  forward,  apd  prognosticate  with 
as  much  boldness  as  ever,  the  complete  subjugation  of  Sjwiii 
by  the  armies  of  France — the  hopelessness  of  ail  ouv  ellbrls  to 
prevent  it,  and  the  complete  expulsion  of  our  armies  from  the 
Peninsula,  Ministers,  were  charged  by  another  party,  as 
guilty  of  negligence,  in  not  forwarding  the  necessary  means 
to  our  (leneral  in  tspai".  This  charge  was  not  diflicult  to  re- 
pel,  as  it  was  easy  for  the  public  to  see  the  motive  which 
prompted  it.  To  feed  the  hopes  of  our  enemy  and  to  aid 
his  siiiUing  cause,  it  was  loudly  echoetl,  that  the  walls  of  Ciu- 
tUid  Hodrigo,  and  the  ramparts  of  Badajos,  had  been  scaled 


of  tlio  IJrst  acts  of  fte  I'rovisional  Government,  after  Bonaparte's  overthrow,  was 
t(»  liberate  «(X)  i)easaiits  who  were  taken  in  Figucras  in  1811,  and  scut  to  IV:ince 
by  Siichet;  ^vherc  tlipy  were  chained  in  tiie  liulks  at  tlie  Ibrementioned  jilan^ 
till  the  Prttvisioniil  finverninent,  April  9th,  1814.  decreed  their  instant  reloa-i. 
I'or  :lieni  tlie  Uouels  of  the  Baronet  had  no  pity. 
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lor  no  purpose;  and  that  the  proud  field  of  Salamanca  had 
been  co.Kiiicred  in  vain.  The  individuals  who  sported  these  opui 
ioas  forgot,  or  seemed  to  Ibrget,  that  these  glorious  eve„ts  had 
coiTipletcly  cleared  Andalusia,  Granada,  Murcia,  New  Cistiie 
Kstremadura,  Asturias,  part  of  Biscay,  Leon,  Old  Castile,  aiul 
Vaiencia;  secured  the  repose  of  Portugal,  and  covered  Galici.- 
thus  settu.g  free   nearly   6,000,000   of  inhabitants  i„   these 
Spanish  provinces,  and  raish.g  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  which  h-xd 
cost  the  enemy  an  immense  expense,  and  occupied  some  of  his 
best  Generals,    with   14.,000  choice  troops,  fbr  nearly  threr- 
years.     When  Bonaparte  overran  Lithuania,    and  penetrated 
to  Moscow,  these  countries,  (destitute  either  of  fortifications  or 
natiiial  defences,)  which  he  had  conquered,  even  conld  he  Inv,. 
kept  them  durmg  the  succeeding  winter,  did  not  contain  more 
iiilmbitants  than  these  Spanish  provinces,  freed  hv  the  events  of 
fills  Spanish  campaign.    Yet,  at  that  moment,  the\vorld  was  be- 
lieved to  be  prostrate  before  him.     But  change  the  scene,  and 
kt  even  more  difficult  actions,  from  the  nature  of  the  countrv 
be  performed  by  Britain  and  her  allies,  and  that  with  one  sixui 
part  of  his  moans,  and  O  then  how  trifling  and  insignificant 
tiiodeed!  Nay,  what  ruin  and  disgrace  arc  to  result  from  it. 

If  moderation  had  been  for  a  moment  attended  to,  we  should 
have  found,  that  as  much  was  done  as  could  possibly  be  cfFect- 
«l,  ami  far  more  than  could  reasonal)ly  have  been  expected,     it 
Has  clear  to  common  reflection,  that  if  the  enemy  concentrated 
the  greater  part  of  his  disposable  force,  that  he  wonhl  upon 
iniy  particular  point,  be  for  the  moment,  superior  to  the  allien 
in  the  field.     But  it  was  equally  evident,  that  to  accomplish 
tins  he  must  sacrifice  the  possession  of  the  one  half  of  Si)-iin 
while  the  war  had  assumed  a  totally  dificrent  character,  and' 
the  enemy  was  become  no  longer  the  assailant,  but  the  as- 
J;"il«l.     When  military  possession  was  obtained  of  a  country 
Ike  Spain,  by  a  powerful  and  warlike  enen.y,  before  the  inha- 
bitants were  aware  of  his  intentions,  as  was  the  casein  the  pre- 
.^«it  mstanc^,  it  was  net  so  easy  to  drive  that  enemy  out  of  it 
as  sangu'.ne  minds  were  apt  to  imagine.     It  was  to  charge  the 
■Spanish  nation  with  dohg  nothing  m  iu  own  cause.     Sud, 
argument,  in  the  first  place,  were  not  correct;  and  in  the  next 
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place,  operated  against  the  coriv.act  of  those,  whom,  the  iiuli- 
viduals  who  advanced  these  doctrines,  wished  to  praise  for  ac- 
tivity. If  the  Spaniards  did  nothing,  it  was  saying  Uttle  lor  the 
lionour  of  the  French  Generals,  that  during  a  pcrioii  oi 
five  years,  with  300,000  men,  and  as  many  re-enforceiueuts 
as  tl)ey  chose  to  call  for  at  their  command,  they  had  not 
yiihihied  that  country,  nor  obtained  a  foot  of  land,  but  wiiai 
was  lielil  by  a  military  force  suflicient  to  overawe  the  inhab- 
itants. With  all  due  acknowledgment  to  the  great  talents 
of  Lord  Wellington,  and  the  invincible  bravery  of  the  army 
untK-r  his  command,  it  surely  will  not  be  contended,  that 
with  40,000  British  troops  and  as  many  Portuguese,  that  lit 
did  every  thing.  No,  Lord  Wellington  was  well  aware,  that 
though  to  their  loss,  they  did  not  always  act  as  he  wished  them, 
yet  that  the  Spaniards  did  much,  and  assisted  him  greatly. 
Without  pretending  to  say,  that  every  Spaniard  did  his  duty, 
it  is  wrong  in  us  to  treat  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries, 
j|iarticularly  when  joined  in  the  same  common  cause,  with  the 
contempt  and  ridicule  we  do.  They  have  their  foibles,  super- 
stitions, and  weaknesses.  So  have  we.  They  have  their  na- 
tional pride,  which  perhaps  stands  in  the  way  of  their  truoiii- 
lerests — Have  we  none?  And  while  we  r.iay  justly  condemii 
that  feeling,  when  it  will  not  stoop  to  receive  the  advice  whicii 
is  most  conducive  to  its  real  interest,  still  we  should  recollect, 
that  it  was  this  national  feeling  which  roused  them  against 
Bonaparte,  and  which,  through  disasters  and  defeats,  priva- 
tions and  miseries,  still  encouraged  them  to  refuse  obedience 
to  his  will.  People  among  us  may  say,  that  the  Spaniards 
and  Portuguese  are  base  and  bigotted,  ainl  the  Russians  lo- 
rocious  and    ignorant;  *    but  that  does  not  constitute  them 

*  "  They  are  dpscended  from  our  loins—tlicy  speak  our  language— they  have 
adopted  our  laws — they  retain  our  usages  and  manners— they  read  our  books— tluy 
have  copied  our  freedom;  tlioy  rival  our  courage;  and  yet  they  arc  less  popular 
and  less  esteemed  among  us,  tlian  the  base  and  binotU'd  Portuguese,  or  the  Jlrochiii^ 
and  ignorant  Russians^"  Edin.  Ueview,  Vol.  20th,  page  460.  Header,  these  pco- 
pie— those  kind  and  affectionate  souls,  here  so  niucli  lauded,  are  the  Americans, 
who  descended  from  our  loins,  joined  the  foe  of  f.'ic  human  race  against  us;  who 
Cook  advantage  of  our  distress,  to  deprive  us  of  our  territories  and  our  indipendenre, 
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luch;  and  shews  no  great  degree  of  liberality,  or  knowledge  of 
mankind,    in  those  who  speak  thus;  and  who  conceived,  that 
Spain  could  not  be  delivered,  nor  Russia  preserved,  unless  tlicy 
were  directed  by  one  particular  class  of  men.    It  was  easy  for  us, 
who  sat  comparntivcly  at  our  ease,  and  could  lie  down  in  peace 
Hnd  rise  in  safety,  when  none  else  in  Europe  could,  to  suppose, 
or  point  out  what  other  nations,  differently  situated,  could  doy 
or  should  do.     But  let  us  from  the  inattention  or  imbecility  of 
our  Government,  haveourcountrydverrun  with  enemies,  under 
the  mask  of  friends— The  kingdom  occupied  by  them  from  Dover 
to  Edinburgh— Let  us  have  our  dwellings  burnt  about  our  ears, 
our  whole  pl-operty  destroyed;*  and  ourselves  driven  naked  into 
the  pitiless  storm— Our  wives  and  daughters  violated  before  our 
eyes— Our  children  murdered  in  our  sight,  or  carrietl  captive 
into  a  foreign  land,  by  a  powerful  and  remorseless  enemy,  and 
without  the  opportunity  of  conibination,    to  use  the  scanty 
means  which  may  be  left,  and  these  too  often  lost  by  inexpe- 
rience, or  sold  by  cowards  and  domestic  traitors;  and  though 
all  these  things  may  call  forth  our  deepest  hatred  and  innigna- 
tion,  still  if  placed  in  such  a  situation,  we  might  in  the  eyes  of 
others  who  remained  at  ease,  also  be  thought  wanting— Yet 
such  was  truly  the  situation  of  Spain. 
But  in  Spain,  with  all  her  failings,  first  arose  that  spirit  of 

I  V 

Md  wlio  leagued  in  the  cause  of  injustice,  (and  left  to  feel  its  consequences,)  are 
tore  extolled  above  those  who  nobly  defend  their  country  against  both.  Russia 
ferocious,  and  America  civilized!  Stand  forward  unashamed  ye  lawless  brutal  mobs 
of  Baltimore!  Speak  ye  Counties  in  those  States  peopled  with  the  refuse  of  Eu- 

I  rojie! 

»  I  have  made  it  my  business  to  converse  with  gentlemen  of  knowledge  and  ve- 
racity, who  dwelt  in  Spain,  and  who  went  through  many  parts  of  it  at  tliis  period,  and 
they  all  relate  such  tales  of  misery  and  distress  as  fills  the  mind  with  horror,  and 
the  heart  with  anguish.     The  animosity  and  vengeance  of  the  unprincipled  inva.iers, 
were  directed  with  a  peculiar  degree  of  ferocity,  against  every  one  who  shewed  the 
smallest  favour  to  the  British     "  I  have  seen  says  an  informant,  "  numerous  fa- 
I  milies,  whom  I  knew  once  possessed  of  great  wealth,  living  in  crouds  together  upon 
I  the  Ma  shore,  without  any  thing  but  a  single  sheet,  (and  that  perhaps  the  gilt  uf 
jclwrity,)  to  cover  themselves  from  a  burning  Sun,  and  wholly  destitute  of  provi*. 
I  sions  or  the  means  of  procuring  any,  even  if  the  country  around  them  had  lietn  ab!« 
1 10  iiflbrJ  it."     Yet  these  were  the  people  who  would  suffer  nothing  for  their  coua* 
Ify-Thcse  tlie  men  who  would  not  r^sist  Frenchmen. 


28S 

rcsistauce,  which  shook  ihc  stupendous  fabric  of  Gallic  oppres- 
sion to  its  foundation.  The  angry  spirit  of  the  Kbro  and 
Tagus,  awakened  to  vengeance,  glory,  and  renown,  the  guar- 
dians of  the  Wolga  and  Moscow.  The  feelings  and  ex- 
ample of  those  who  defended  Zaragossa,  and  bled  un  the 
ranvparts  of  Tarragona,  nerved  the  arm  that  conquered  ai  Bo- 
rodino,  and  spread  destruction  on  the  fatal  plain*  of  Kras- 
noi.*  But  in  Spain,  it  would  be  vain  to  look  for  those 
terrible  features  which  marked  the  campaign  in  llussia. 
There  destruction  almost  outstripped  imagination.  ISpain 
has  not  a  Russian  climate — not  a  tenth  of  her  extent,  nor  ii 
fourth  of  her  population;  yet  in  proportion,  the  work  of  des- 
truction in  Sjiain,  though  slower,  was  e(jually  severe  as  in  Rus- 
sia, and  armies  v^uislied  in  shame  and  silence,  like  snov  before 
the  beams  of  summer.  Since  the  connuencement  of  tiiic  mem- 
orable contest  ill  Spain,  at  least  500,000  men,  of  the  kgions  of 
France,  have  been  sacrificed  by  ambition,  in  this  imhallowed 
cause.f  By  attending  to  the  great  expenditure  of  human  life 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  campaign,  the  events  of  which  we 
have  just  related,  a  short  examinatiou  will  shew  us,  that  this 


*  "  Even  after  the  loss  of  Moscow,  the  Russians-  hosi  been  animated  by  the  iiitel- 
liguncc,  that,  through  a  plan  similar  to  their  own,  tlie  Frencii  had  been  ohijgc.l  tu 
abandon  Madrid  and  Cadiz."  Lord  Castlerpagh's  sijceth.  House  of  Commsns, 
Dec.  .Td,  1812.  "  We  have  this  moment,  rcwived  the  inteUigcnce  of  the  .Spaniimls 
and  English  having  defeated  the  French,  and  tuiien  possession  of  RIadrid;  am!  tht 
will  our  cnemici  evtry  where  meet  with  Uij'eat.  They  liave  come  to  the  extreme 
jKirts  of  Europe;  and  liaving  penetrated  tliiough  tlie  borders  of  Russia,  will  pr  ba- 
bly  fiiKl  their  graves  in  the  bosom  of  our  native  country."  Kutusoll;"s  Bullotiii  to 
the  army  at  Letkschewska,   Oct.  18th,  1812. 

t  French  force  which  entered  Spain  by  Bayonne  is  a«  folhjws,  from  1 807  till 
Jan.  1st,  1811. 


C  Infantry,...  47.S0O 
'**"^'  i Cavalry,  ...  7,1-0 
i«n«  5  Infantry,. ..209,500 
^ **"■»•   ^Cavah-y, ...  36,200 


1809, 


5  Infantry,,..  44,950 

'•  i Cavalry,  ...  4,302 
,.,_  C  Infantry,.,.  124,500 
*"*"'  i Cavalry,  ...  25,734 


Infantry,... 426,620 
Cavalry,  ...  75.J56 
Civil  list,...  7,fi.50 
Guides,  ...  o.'SO 
Artillery,...       J^iO 


Total,  ...  S15,C16 

During  this  period,  only  5.3,000  had  returned  to  France. 

Diir';.!i  this  period,  42,228   .Spanish  and  Portuguese  prisoners  had  passed  Iruntv 

Frall(•'.^ 

Tlie  French  ftrco  which  entered  Fctrtugul  in  1811,  was  105,000  mpn. 
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estimate  is  cortuinJy  within  the  truth.  So  far  from  exceeding  any 
of  the  foririer  years,  great  as  it  is,  it  is  more  probable  that"it  is 
less;  for,  to  the  numerous  bloody  battles  which  wore  fou-rht, 
with  various  success,  tl;e  sieges  of  tlie  different  fortified  totns 
in  Spain,  so  bravely  defended,  and  as  desperately  assailed,  must 
have  cost  the  enemy  a  prodigious  Joss  of  men,  if  we  may  judge 
by  what  other  fortifications  of  less  note,  and  not  60  long  defend- 
ed cost  us  during  this  campaign. 

In  enumeratiug  his  military  force  in  1811,  Bonopartc  tolcf 
us,  that  300,000  men-  were  destined  to  accomplish  the  subjuga^ 
lion  of  Spain.     The  Journal  de  Paris,  told  us  in  ApvU,  1812, 
that  300,000  were  iii  Spain  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
campaign;  and  the  Moniteur,  that  more  than  60  li    h  bat- 
talions* infantry,  and  GOOO  cavalry,  were  then  marciiing  to 
re-enforce    u.at  army,    and  make  up  for  those  withdrawn 
to  the  North.     The  Moniteur,    January   7th,    1813,,  states 
positively,  that  the  French   force  in  Spain  during  the  pre- 
ceding campaign  was  300,000  men,    20,000  of  which  were 
cavalry,  and  300  pieces  of  horse  artillery.     The  re-enforce- 
meiits  which  the  F»-enrV  papers  boasted  of  as  marching  for 
Spain,  to  supply  the  place  of  those  taken  away,  in  al!  probabili- 
ty never  went  there,  as  we  never  heard  of  any  considerable  body 
of  men  joining  their  army,   except  10,000  at  one  time,  and 
:00O  at  another,  before  the  siege  of  Burgos  was  raised.     There 
I  must,  however,  have  been  some  re-enforcements  sent  also  by 
way  of  the  Eastern  Pyrenees;  and  if  we  estimate  the  total  re- 
I  enforcements  during  the  year  1812,  at  20,000  men,  we  certain- 
ly do  not  exaggerate,  nor  err  much  in  the  amount.     Let  us 
:iltend  to  the  Mowing  statement  as  derived  from  the  ofHcial 
authority  of  both  friends  and  foes,  and  we  will  find,  that  the  ene- 
I  my's  boast  of  his  forces  in  Spain  was  neither  gasconade  nor  ex- 
laggcration.     It  was   riiliculous  to  underate  the  means  of  an 
enemy  which  every  one  knew  was  truly  most  powerful,  and  to 
Jospisc  his  statements;  unless  from  the  way  they  were  made  up, 
they  had  carried  either  a  falsehood   or  impossibility  ia  the 
I  face  of  them.     Not  so  has  Spain  fought,  and  Russia  conquered. 

•  Mouiteur,  April  od,.  1812. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  FRENCH  ARMY  IN  Sl'AIN. 

Frcndi  troop'i  in  Spain,  1st  January,  IHl'.'.-v**************.^******     300,000 
Ue-onforccd.  Iiy  Uayonne,  Ix-foro  raining  the  sicRe  of  Durgon, *»»«»».«       1 7,000» 
Ditto,  5nppo»c  entered  Citalonia,  »**«/»»»»vw»»»»v»»»*»»*»»»»»«v*,»         S.OOO 
Siippow  wounded  rpjoim^d  their  iankg,»v«'>v»»%«»»^«»»»»»«*»»«»v>%<i       10,000 

330,000 
Withdrawn  B  regiment*  and  some  Imperial  guard*.  In  al!, 

by  Viirious  accounts,  from  30  to  40,000  mon,.»»»*«<^»*  35,000 
Kille<],  wounded,  and  priiioners**vw^*«'»*<>v»«^»»»»»*»^»*  lO'/OOO 
By  sickness  fatigue,  and  other  incidenth,»%»'»***<i»»**«**»«'»     J?0,OtX)f    157,OtK) 

Remain,  1st  January,  1813,^««s«w  nSfiOH 

HOW  DISPOSED  OF. 

Army  collecled  against  Wellington:  •.♦^v..^****^*********  90,000 

With  Suehet  disposable  in  Vallcncia.  ♦^•»**»»»^«»-.*~.~i.»*  aO.OOO 
Army  of  the  North,  under  Cararolli,  in  Biscay,  Atturias, 

&c<  about^^  ,%%%%%»»*^^%>»%^%%*i»^%v^^*<.^^^»%^^^***-^^^^  10,000 

Disposolilc  In  Catalonia,  under  Dccaen, •*■■'*««>*»*•**»»»*■»*  ia,000 

In  garrisons  throughout  Spain, %»»»vv»»>»»*^«~»»'«****»'^  41,000 

'.  ...I.    . . .    ns,o(» 

Althouprh  the  number  in  the  fortified  towns  in  several  places 
were  not  at  this  time  so  great  as  when  these  places  were  bc« 
sieged  or  re-enforced,  when  the  French  army  abandoned,  or 
rather  were  driven  out  of  the  open  and  unfortified  parts  of  the 
country,  still  the  strength  in  each  garrison  could  not  be  k*?!* 
than  the  following  numbers,  viz. 

Burgos,  ««.*»«*v«.»»»»*».»*  200O  I              Brought  up,—**  52,500 

Rantona,'v»»*»*«.*»»»»v»»*  2000     Gorona,  ♦»»«»»«»»••»•»  2000 

St.  Sebastians,  ■>«'»%'»««««.  3000     Tarragona,««M.M««M'M,  2000 

Pampluna,    ■.**»»»»»*»«<k  4000  I  Tortosa, 'm««'><.««<«*<wm.  loOO 

Znragossa,  •^•v,.»«.*»»«*»»%.  2000  '  Pcniscola,  •^.■«**»«.«<».«»  2000 

Figiieras,  .m^««««««'m..m.%..  2000  j  Murviedro,    *»•*»»«•»•  -iOOO 

Hostalrich,   »<•.«««««««*.  1000     Valencia,  «*«m»«««««v  3000 

Barcelona,    ■v*..»»»*»»*.v»  5000  ;  Dcnia,«»'»'w»»*»»*%v.»«.  1000 

Madrid,  .vw»%.-«.»»«»»»»»  1500  j  Jaca,  Billroa,  &c.  &e.  5500 

23,500  ':firtal,         41,000 

•  Sec  Lord  Wellington's  dispatches. 

f  Considering  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which  they  wereengaged,  their  m«rcli- 
ing  and  counter-m^rching  in  all  seasons,  this  is  certainly  not  too  large  a  number  If  j 
state  as  rendered  unfit  for  scnricc,  or  the  wear  and  tear  of  an  army  of  300,000  moni| 
employed  in  the  manner  wkidi  they  were. 
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BwidM  tlie  forces  alrcftdy  mumcrnted,  the  eneiry  had  a  con^ 
sidernble  force  which  he  had  raised  amongst  the  deaenorale 
sons  of  Spain ;  hut  thi»  force  it  is  tliflicult  to  ascertain,  pcr- 
hapa  15  or  20,000  was  tbo  utmost.  From  the  preceding  state- 
ment, therefore,  it  is  obvioua  that  the  account  which  the  enemy 
gave  of  his  force  in  Spain  at  the  commencement  of  this  year, 
was  neither  bravado  nor  exaggeration,  but  perfealy  correct. 
His  strength  at  that  time  was  so  great,  that  he  had  no  occasion 
to  disguise  it  or  call  it  more  than  it  really  was,  in  order  to  make 
the  world  believe  that  it  was  folly  to  contend  against  it. 

To  oppose  this  force,  which  was  also  possessed  of  all  the  strong 
places  and  positions  in  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  the  following  wa« 
the  force  of  the  allies.  First,  the  Spanish  army,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  accounts  of  the  S))anish  Government,  amounted  in 
February,  1812,  to  1 1 7,747  men,  augmented  in  July  by  Sy,500, 
snd  other  levies  and  enlistments  which  made  the  total  force  on 
the  30th  October,  157,297  men.*  The  Portuguese  fores  was 
60,000  regulars  and  as  many  militia.  The  British  force  in  the 
Peninsula  amounted  to  50,000  men,f  20,000  of  which  num- 
Iwr  had  been  sent  during  that  year;  and  from  the  same  author* 
hyX  we  learn,  that  all  the  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain  in 
the  Peninsula,  during  1812,  were  127,000,  including,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, all  the  Sicilian  and  other  troops  from  that  quarter,  a- 
mounting  to  perhaps  10,000.  The  total  force  of  the  allies  was, 
therefore,  ot  the  beginning  of  the  year,  not  more  than  270  or 
280,000  men;  of  these  60,000  were  Portuguese  militia,  who 
could  not  be  called  out  of  the  kingdom  unless  they  chose  it; 
and  part,  perliaps  25,000,  of  their  regular  forci  might  he  em- 
ployed  in  the  country,  in  garrisons,  &c.  &c.  The  Spanish 
force  was  scattered  over  an  immense  extent  of  country,  but  ill 
organised  from  the  impoverished  nature  of  the  country,  and  the 
still  greater  poverty  of  the  Governmetlt,  and  in  many  places 
completely  isolated  from  each  other.  They  had  a'so  a  consid- 
erable number  placed  in  garrisons.  It  is  therefore  obvious 
lliat  the  allies  were  numerically  inferior  to  the  enemy,  and 

•  Cortes,  October  50th. 
t  Lord  Liverpool's  Speech,  House  of  Lords,  November  ^d,  1312. 
}  Ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 
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still  more  so  from  the  positions  held  by  the  contending  par- 
ties. It  is  also  plain,  that  the  Marquis  Wellington  could 
never  have  above  60  or  70,00a  men  with  him  at  one  place, 
even  when  his  whole  force  was  united,  if  these  even  amount- 
ed to  so  many»  The  armies  of  the  allies,  however,  had  a 
powerful  auxiliary  in  the  Guerilla  force  throughout  the 
Northern  provinces  of  Spain.  These  hm-dy  and  indefatigable 
people  annoyed  the  enemy  most  dreadfully,  and  the  loss  and 
inconvenience  which  he  suffered  from  their  exertions  is  incal- 
culable. These  bands  tVequented  the  country  in  the  Centre  of 
8pain  and  towards  the  confines  of  France,  and  every  person  or 
thing  that  was  marching  or  carrying  to  or  frmn  tlie  French  ar- 
my, that  appeared  in  moderate  strength,  was  seized  in  a  mo- 
ment, and  frequently  after  severe  and  sanguinary  actions, 
where  the  positions  chosen  by  them  in  the  mountainous  c'is< 
tricts  gave  them  a  decided  superiority  over  their  eneniies. 
Every  effort  was  made  by  the  French  Generals  to  subdue 
them,  but  in  vain.  They  even  went  the  length  of  shooting 
those  which  were  taken  prisoners,  but  which  cruel  orders  and 
actions  were  retaliated  upon  their  own  headis,  with  tenfold  ven- 
geance, by  these  brave  people,  which  isoon  put  a  stop  to  this  bar- 
barous custom,  which  France  wished  to  introduce  into  Modern 
Europe.  The  following  is  a  list  of  their  leaders,  and  the  num- 
ber of  troops  under  the  command  of  eacji,  uppn  the  7th  Octo- 


ber, 1812. 
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jLeaders  Names,  Forcesif 

Kpos  y  Mina,v»*-.vkv**»»*v»»»  4000  lufantry  and  1000  Horscw 

Longa,  ♦»»****»»**»v»»»»^w»*  6000  do.  700  do. 

Tapia,  ««•»-.•.»•»»*»•»*»»♦»•»-.■»•.»-■  lOOO  do.  — •  — 

£1  Empicenado, ««««««««..»« v..  3400  do.  700  do. 

Fadella,  -*»»*»«.*«»•«.*»«»»*  1000  do.  250  do. 

flcrreros,-^v»»»»»*>'»»»*.v%v*»»     800  do.  400  do, 

Compello,  %»^»»»»*'«.»»»«»».».-.  1000  do,  400  do. 

Salazha,   -^»»*»..»..^-.-w»U^.»»»  l.TOO  do.  '     500  do. 

Merino,   'vv»'.^.%'v«'>%««««««««.««  200O  do.  COO  do. 

Marquineza,  •v»»»'vwvk»»»«i»*v»     600  do.  .    700  do. 

Saordal,    .^«^'v^iav>.m«'«.'vm->«^     ,500  do.  500  du, 

CI  Pastor,  «'>'v«-^vM««^>«<Mv«     700  du.  300  do. 

Carryover,**     22  300  5,850 
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litadert  Names, 

Brought  fonuard, 
Korilla, 
Borbon,-»* 
Binto,  *-w.-^v««.....»^^^^  joQQ 
Duran,  Amor,  and  Taguenca,  3000 

Porlier, ^^^  4000 

Temprano,  ■«-»« 
Orb'ga,'v«'M 


Forces. 
22,500  Infantry  and  5,850  Horse. 
--  123     do. 


Total,        30,300 


7,923 


It  may  very  readily  be  conceived  what  destruction  a  force  like 
tins,  constituted  as  it  was,  would  occasion  to  an  invading  ene- 
my; and  a  Frenchman  a-piece,  annually,  is  not  too  many  to 
suppose  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  by  them.* 

The  other  events  of  the  war  during  this  'year  were  of  minor 
importance,  except  the  American  contest,  which  is  to  be  relat- 
ed under  a  distinct  head.  The  French  navy  had  long  ceased 
to  shew  Itself  upon  the  ocean,  and  but  very  few  instances  oc- 

'The  following  is  Ae  list  from  whence  the  preceding  abstract  of  losses  is  taken 
Besules  .«any  petty  actions  indistinctly  related  are  omitted,  and  no  account  can  be 
taken  of  U.e  numbers  destroyed  privately  by  Spanish  hatred  and  revenge.     The  «c 
nons  are  those  which  took  place  in  the  Peninsula  from  the  1st  Jan4,  1812.  "rt 
Ae  1st  January,  1813.  "  ' 


Distribulion, 

Uritish  official 
Tariflrii,«'>«««'wv%v>'> 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  ««««'>« 
Dudajos 
Almaraz 

Forts  ut  Sulamar.ca  ■»* 
Battle  of  Sahimanca 
Vulla<lolid  and  near  it~».v»»^^ 

MnrlfK).^ .-.-»^^tn»...,.ui 

Astorga,  besides  loss  in  siege, 
Guadnlaxara,  garrison  of,%»».w*»^ 
Cuenca,  do.         do  **....^«. 

Capture  of  Seville  *»»»»v**v*»»v» 

Burgos  (a)v»v»..^»»»..^.,^»,^^^,^ 


Carryover,     11,0.'57  14,885  41,328 


(n)  French  returns  Arom  Mouiteur. 
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currcd  in  comparison  of  what  formerly  did  for  the  British  navy 
to  signalize  itself.  But,  where  these  offered,  it  was  found  our 
tars  were  still  those  which  had  conquered  at  Aboukir  and  Trafal- 
gar. On  the  22d  February^  in  tlie  Gulph  of  Trieste,  the  Vic- 
torious  of  74.  guns,  and  the  Weassle  brig,  fell  in  with  the  Ilivo- 
li,  a  new  French  80  gun  ship,  and  862  men,  accompanied  by 
the  Mercure  of  18  guns,  H;^  men;  Jean,  18  guns;  Mameluc, 
10  guns;  and  two  gun  boats.  An  obstinate  action  commoncecl. 
The  Weazle  attacked  the  Mercure  and  Mameluc,  when,  after 


DistrihiUioiu 
JSrtish  official, 

Sreughtfirwariti 
Wellington's  Retreat  (a) 
Skirmishes  (various)  ««««m^ 
Guerilla  actions,  &c.  «««• 

Spanish  official. 
Garrison  of  Ouetano««'> 
Ballastcros  at  Bornos'* 
O'Donnell's  Defeat%»i 
Deserters  (c) 

Various  Actions,  regulars'. 
Ditto,        do.       by  Guerillas****. 
Consuegraand  Tafalla,  garrisons  of 

French  qfftciat. 
Valencia********.*  *************** 
I'etiiscola  *********.****»******<> 
Altnfouilla,  by  Decaen********** 
Actions  not  incntiouedby  Allies** 

Total,******** 


******************** 


Total. 

Sritisll 

Allied 

French 

loss. 

loss. 

loss. 

i  1,037 

H,8S5 

41,32S 

961 

1,334 

1,300 

320 

5S3 

1,037 

219 

5,60« 
IK 

1,000 

650 

(6)  3,919 

1,500 
7,000 

1,779 

11,170 

492 

26,100 

no  rctiirm 

20,000 

2,000 

(d)  3,006 

i.',000 

3,807 

437 

12,518         52,000       102,(»00 


(«)  FVoneh  loss  unknown,  hut  mint  hive  been  considerable,  at  least  as  niaut 

(A)  The  action  was  very  severO,  a-^dthc  enemy  suffered  considerably;  if  is  notto» 
many  td  state  his  loss  at  1,500  men. 

(c)  This  number  is  difficult  to  ascertain;  various  nccounts  make  it  much  more;  be- 
sides many  prisoners,  not  particuhirly  stated. 

N.  B.  Demi-odicial  accounts  stated  the  sick  at  Seville  at  2,000,  the  rest  were  kill- 
ed, wounded,  or  taken. 

(rf)  It  is  not  too  many  to  state  the  loss  of  tlic  enemy  in  all  these  places  at  5,000 
men.  Tii«  actions  which  preceded  the  immediate  fall  of  Valencia  wore  very  sin- 
^ainsr".  !  da  nnt  t.iks  into  ac-jcunt  the  !lrst  "encfisl  (ictlon,  where  victory  evfH 
according  to  Suchet's  atcoiinf,  Was  for  .wtnt'  time  donbrfiil,  That  lo^s  w.\i  gre"'^ 
but  bclons"  to  ISU, 
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an  action  of  45  minutes,  the  Mercuro  blew  up,  and  only  three 
of  her  crew  wore  saved.     At  the  same  time  the    Victorious 
l)rou<riit  the  Revoli  to  action,  and,  after  a  severe  en^a.rcmont  of 
ibur  hours,  in  which  the  French  ship  lost  400  menr  killed  and 
wounded,  tiie  Victorious  succeeded  in  capturin<r  her.     On  the 
L'2(l  M:.y,  Captaiu  Ilotham  of  the  Northumberland  of  74  <rins 
and  the  Growler  gun  brig,  ibll  i„  with  two  French  fri-^atetand 
a  brig,*  returning  from  a  cruize,  in  which  they  had  de.croved 
.S6  vessels,  lOnglish,  Fortugneso,  Spaniards,  and  Americans, 'the 
most  >'aluable  parts  of  the  cargoes  of  which  vessels  they  had  on 
l)oard  at  the  tit.ie.     In  endeavouring  to  enter  the  harbour  of 
L'Oricnt,  they  were  intercepted  by  the  British  ship,  and  run  a- 
shore,    after  a  siiarp  engagement  under   their  own  batteries 
where  they  were  totally  destroyed.     The  British  loss  in  this 
gallant  affair  was  43  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  Northumber- 
hind  suffered  considerably  in  her  sails  and  rigging  from  the 
batteries  on  shore,  as  she  went  so  closs  in  as  to  anchor  in  seven 
fathom  water. 

The  domestic  events  of  this  period,  which  were  likely  to  have 
had  a  considerable  eftect  upon  the  conduct  of  the  war,  were  the 
Ibllowing.  Ui)on  tiie  expiry  of  the  Regencv  restrictions,  the 
I'rmce  Regent  wished  to  form  a  ministry  from  theleadincr  char- 
acters of  both  parties,  that  the  nation,  at  that  important  moment, 
might  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  advice  of  the  most  conspicu- 
ous characters  of  the  State.  For  this  purpose,  his  Royal  Ili<rh- 
ness  applied  to  Lords  Grenvillc  and  Grey,  in  order  to  obtain 
their  counsel  and  assistance,  declaring  that  he  had  "  no  prcde^ 
lidions  to  indulge,  vo  resentments  to  gratify,  no  objects  to  obtain 
hut  suc/i  as  mere  common  to  the  xvhole  Empire:']-  Notwithstand- 
ing, however,  this  manly  and  frank  declaration,  these  noble 
personages  declined  the  invitation  of  his  Royal  Flighness,  de- 
claring explicitly,  that  with  regard  to  public  measures,  their 
(hth-rencc  of  opinion  from  the  ministry  were  "  too  manv  and 
loo  important  to  admit  of  an  Union  with  them;"  and  that'theire 
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*  I.'Aria<lno  and  L'Aiulromadio  of  44  guns  and  450  men  each,  and  Mamol„k« 
■  I'K  »'  is  guns  and  150  men. 

'  Prince  Ri-genfs  letter  to  Lords  Grey  and  Grenville,  February  13th,  1812, 
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npinious,  with  regard  to  public  measures,  in  which  they  wero 
at  variance  with  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  "  cmln-aced  almost 
all  the  leadiniy  features  of  the  present  polici/  of  the  Empire:'' 
What  the  policy  was  which  these  noble  personages  wished  this 
country  to  pursue  it  is  impossible  to  determine;  but  we  see  the 
o-lorious  results  which  have  ensued  from  that  open  and  manly 
policy,  which  the  unchanged  councils  and  counsellors  of  tlie 
Prince  Refent  hi've  so  stedfastly  pursued;  and  if  the  noble 
personages  already  mentioned  had  followed  another  line  of 
conduct,  and  adopted  other  plans,  these  could  hardly  have 
brought  round  such  mighty  consequences;  so  that  this  country 
and  Europe  have,  therefore,  to  congratulate  themselves,  that 
these  illustrious  Statesmen  did  not  at  this  moment  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  their  Sovereign. 

The  next  event  was,  however,  of  a  more  serious  and  alarm- 
ino'  nature.  This  was  no  less  than  the  assassination  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Spencer  Perceval,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  lobby  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  This  lamentable  event  happened  on  the  afternooa 
of  the  nth  of  May;  the  perpetrator  was  a  wretch  of  the 
name  of  Bellingham,  who  gloried  in  the  deed.  The  monster 
accomplished  his  purpose  with  a  pistol,  with  which  he  shot  the 
unfortunate  Minister  through  the  heart.  He  fell,  and  instantly 
expired.  The  assassin  made  no  attempt  to  escape.  He  was 
seized,  tried,  condemned  and  executed;  and  till  the  last  moment 
of  his  existence  exulted  in  the  crime.  It  is  impossible  to  de- 
scribe the  consternation  and  horror  which,  fdlcd  the  minds  of 
both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  and  which  overspread  the 
country  upon  hearing  of  this  unprecedented  act — a  stain  to  the 
national  character.  Yet  there  were  a  few  wretches  who  :"■• 
joiced  at  the  deed,  ])articularly  about  Nottingham;  and  one 
writer,  long  known  for  his  inflammatory  and  disgraceful  har- 
angues, endeavoured,  in  pretty  broad  terms,  to  justify  the  a- 
trocious  act.  But  these  were  soon  silenced,  by  the  universal 
burst  of  indignation  with  which  the  intelligence  was  received 
throughout   the  kingdom.      Mr.  Perceval    died  regretted  l\v 
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every  good   man-even  by  his    bitterest  political  opponents 
Ample  provision  was  made  for  his  unfortunate  widow  and  nu  ' 
merous  family,  by  his  country,  whom  he  iiad  served  in  the 
highest  station  with  diligence  and  fidelity.     Upon  his  death    a 
general  change  of  ministers  was  expected;  but,  after  repealed 
and  ineffectual  attempts  to  form  oneouL  of  all  parties,  and  lastly 
out  of  the  opposition  party,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Lords 
Grey  and  Grenville,  the  Prince  Regent  determined  to  continue 
the  ministers  of  his  father,  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the 
country,    and    advancement  of  the   cause   of    Europe      Not 
content  with  obtaining  the  total  exclusion  of  the  ministers  of 
Mr.  Perceval's,  or  the  Pitt  party,  from  the  councils  of  their 
Sovereign,  these  noble  Lords  insisted  that  the  officers  of  the 
Regent's  Household  should  be  appointed  by  them,  from  a- 
raongst  their  adherents,  which  point  was  objected  to  by  some 
of  their  friends.     On  this  point,  fortunately  for  the  country, 
they  split,  and  the  negotiations  failed.     The  Marquis  of  Wel- 
lesly  was  next  applied  to,    and   he  had  even  worse  success; 
the  consequence  of  which  was  the  continuance  of  those  men  iv' 
power,  who  were  the  followers  and  pupils  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
whose  counsels  have  saved  their  country  and  delivered  Europe. 
At  this  moment  Bonaparte  had  just  set  out  upon  his  unprinci- 
pled  expedition  against    Russia;    and  any   lukewarmness  or 
change  in  the  policy  of  the  British  Cabinet,  might  have  been 
productive  of  the  most  disastrous  consequences  to  Britain— to 
Europe,  and  to  the  world.     From  this  danger,  however,  the 
ambition  of  that  party  which  called  themselves  the  followers 
of  Mr.  Fox's  system,  relieved  the  country.     Their  pride  and 
obstinacy  excluded  them  from  power,  at  the  moment  when  the 
arrogance  and  obstinacy  of  Bonaparte  was  going  to  hurl  him 
from  the  summit  of  his.     The  world  rejoiced  at  the  disappoint- 
ment of  both. 


'IWd 


"  I 


!!  1  f  '  1 


[** 


CAMPAIGN 


IN 


GERMANY  AND  SPAIN, 


bosoms  of  the  P 


1813  AND  1814. 


XI AVING  now  finishctl  tlio  military  events  which  took  placr^ 
in  Europe  ilurin;:^  1812,  let  us  next  turn  our  attention  to  tliosp 
of  the  followinfj  years.  In  recording  these,  I  shall  relate  them 
in  the  order  of  time  in  which  tlicy  occurred,  cither  in  the  North 
or  South  of  Europe.  The  year  181 '2  is  now  fled;  but  the  m- 
mory  of  the  glorious  deeds  performed  in  it,  will  live  for  ever. 
These  never  can  be  forgotten  amongst  men.  They  will  live 
and  be  remembered  with  admiration,  while  Moscow,  Boro- 
dino, and  Salamanca  adorn  the  page  of  History,  and  while 
the  Tormes,  the  Dnieper,  and  the  Berezina  roll  their  billows  to 

the  deep. 

Memorable  as  thj  campaign  of  1812  was,  from  the  devotion 
of  a  xvhole  people  to  the  cause  of  their  country,  and  from  the 
terrible  destruction  which  overtook  the  hosts  of  the  unprinci- 
pled invader;  still  those  of  the  following  years,  which  we  are 
now  about  to  enter  upon,  aflbrd  grander  features,  and  were 
productive  of  more  important  consccjuences.  It  is  the  more 
gratifying  to  trace  the  progress  of  these  glorious  events,  when 
we  recollect,  that  our  native  country  acted  such  a  conspicuous 
part  in  the  contest:  and  heu  we  remember,  that  by  the  firm- 
ness of  our  rulers  and  the  wisdom  of  their  councils,  the  BriuA 
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banners  joined  with  those  of  the  PcninsuUi,  instead  of  being 
(liivon  into  the  sea  at  I/isbon,  were,  before  the  conclusion  of 
1S13,  waving  in  triumpli  and  defiance  over  tlie  fertile  banks  of 
tlie  Adour;  and  also,  tliat  animated  by  our  example,  and  en- 
couraged by  our  assistance,  the  hands  of  indignant  nations 
who  panted  to  be  free,  and  to  punish  their  odious  oppressors, 
unfurled  their  standards  in  the  breeze  which  rufled  the  proud 
bosoms  of  the  Po,  the  Maese,  and  the  Rhine. 

Escaped  to  Paris,  almost  the  sole  survivor  of  the  finest  army 
llie  world  had  ever  seen,  the  disturber  of  Europe  was  so  far  fromi 
expressing  sorrow  or  regret*  at  the  consequences  of  his  unjusti- 
fiable conduct — so  far  from  shewing  any  wish  to  give  peace 
to  Europe,  or  of  curbing  the  reins  of  that  insatiable  ambi- 
tion which  had  desolated  kingdoms  and  destroyed  millions, 
that  he  became  but  the  more  determined  to  pursue  his  unprinci- 
pled career,  and  endeavoured  but  the  more  eagerly  to  renew  the 
contest  on  the  largest  scale,  in  order  to  accomplish  his  darling 
object,  and  the  darling  object  and  pursuit  of  France  and 
of  Frenchmen,  namely  the  subjugation  of  Europe.  Not  suf- 
ficiently taught  in  the  scnool  of  adversity,  his  proud  heart  and 
theirs,  refused  to  acknowledge  "  ambition  as  the  cause  of  their 
destruction,"  and  his  unbending  spirit  to  listen  to  counsel. 
Within  24'  hours  after  his  arrival  in  Paris,  from  the  most  aw- 
ful scenes  of  misery  which  man  had  ever  occasioned,  or  human 
nature  beheld,  his  audacious  tongue  had  the  effrontery  to  de- 
clare, "  The  war  I  maintain  with  Russia,  is  a  war  of  policy — 
1  have  waged  it  without  animosity."f     Justice  and  honour  in 
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his  notice,  or  below  his  regard. 


question, 

he   woes 

which  his  ambition  had  entailed  on  France — the  awful  reverses 
she  had  experienced,  and  losses  that  she  had  sustained,  he  still 
looked  upon  her  as  invulnerable,  and  himself  as  invincible.  In 
that  domineering  spirit,  and  in  those  haughty  predictions,  which 
had  so  often  been  ominous  of  the  fate  of  nations,  he  continued 

•  "  What  admiration  must  not  be  excited  by  the  developcment  of  the  most  august 
character  during  tliat  month  of  perils  and  of  glory,  wlien  tho  sufferings  of  the  lieart, 
'  fiiild  take  away  none  ofits  vigour  from  the  intellect,"    Addres.of  Senate,  Dec.  30th. 

t  Answer  to  Senate,  Doc.  20th,  1812-. 
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to  alarm  and  menace  Europe.  Adilressing  himself  in  a  particu- 
lar  manner  to  Great  Britain,  which  he  considered  as  the  centre 
of  all  the  opposition  which  could  be  brought  against  him,  he 
said,  "  Forty  millions  of  Frenchmen  fear  nothing.  Woe  to  you, 
if  any  weak  Cabinet  hearken  to  your  counsels.  No  fresh  as- 
sistahce  of  men  or  money  are  necessary  to  France;  but  if  tliey 

were if  the  destinies  of  the  Empire  were  menaced;  know  tliat 

300,000  men  and  300  millions  of  money  are  every  year  forth- 
coming. By  this  immense  developement  of  forces,  the  inter- 
ests, the  consideration  of  France,  and  the  safety  of  her  allies^ 
will  be  guaranteed  against  all  events."*  Such  was  the  Ian- 
o-uafc  of  France  and  her  Emperor,  even  at  the  moment  when 
they  found  themselves  compelled  to  defend  the  frontiers  of  their 
Empire,  or  rather  its  existence,  against  the  formidable  power 
and  just  indignation  of  a  State,  whose  fate  only  three  months 
before,  he  had  boasted  he  would  decide,  on  the  confines  of  Asia; 
and  now  a^ain  that  he  would  confine  them  within  their  dread- 
ful  climate.  Vain  predictions!  and  impotent  menaces!  asi 
the  spirit  which  kindled  the  flames  that  laid  Moscow  in  ashes 
had  been  eradicated — as  if  the  proud  fields  of  Salamanca  and 
Borodino,  had  been  already  obliterated  from  the  records  of 
Europe,  and  their  laurels  been  conquered  in  vain. 

But  their  effects  were  not  lost  upon  Europe.  The  genius  of 
patriotism  and  independence  was  beginning  to  arouse  oppressed 
millions,  from  that  state  of  torpor  and  despair  into  which  suc- 
cessful robbery  and  ambition  had  thrown  them.  A  bright  ray 
of  hope  from  the  East  darted  its  animating  influence  through 
the  dark  tempests  which  had  long  desolated  and  benighted 
Europe.  Providence,  whose  arm  hurled  destruction  upon  in- 
vadins  hosts  in  the  snows  and  wilds  of  Russia,  was  preparing 
for  the  lips  of  oppression,  the  bitter  chalice  of  still  severer  retri- 
bution, upon  the  plains  of  Germany.  Prussia  with  countless 
wrongs  to  redress — in  whose  bosom,  •'  curses  not  loud,  but 
deep,"  had  long  struggled  to  get  free,  eagerly  snatched  the  I 
,  golden  opportunity  to  obtain  redress,  and  to  punish  her  op- 
pressor.   Austria  bleeding  at  every  pore,  humbled  and  compel- 


•  Moniteuf,  Dec.  31st,  1812,  and  other  dates. 
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alto  kiss  the  rod  whioL  heather  to  the  ground,  raised  her 
drooping  head,  and  beheld   with  sorrow  and  incarnation,  the 
Jays  of  her  former  glovy,  greatness,  and  renown.     ;She  recalled 
to  her  memory  the  ilisa.ters  and  disgrace  of  Marengo,  Aijster- 
litz,  and  Wagrani— the  arrogant,  domineering  conduct  of  the 
conqueror— the  sacrifice  wliich    parental    affection    had  been 
forced  to  make  for  bis  people's  safety,  and  resolved  to  avencrc 
the  dishonour,  and  wipe  away  the  stains.     That  stupendous 
fibricot  military  despotism-that  «  badge  of  German  slavery."* 
the  Rhenish    Confederation,    trembled  to   its  lowest   founda- 
tions, and  threatened  its  founder  with  destruction.     Sweden 
W  relinquished  the  chains  which  bound  her  to  French  inter- 
ests, and  was  actively  employe<l  in  making  preparations  to  as- 
sist m  the  deliverance  of  Europe.     In  the  South  as  in  the 
N'orth,  things  v>  ere  equally  cheering,  and  that  country,  which 
Ithe  Moniteur  declared  no  -power  on  earth  should  ever  wrest 
from  France,  was  now,  under  the  auspices  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  direction  of  the  illustrious  Wellington,  about  to  be  cleared 
of  Its  odious  invaders;  and  its  sovereign  and  its  diadem,  stolen 
and  transplanted  by  French  audacity,  were  both  about  to  be 
Irestored  to  their  proper  station  and  lawful  possessors. 
The  independence  of  Russia  could  not  be  perfectly  secure, 
3  long  as  the  rest  of  Continental  Europe  remained  under  the 
lihackles  of  French  tyranny.     Alexander  was  sensible  of  this 
and  in  concert  with  Britain,  he  was  determined  to  make  an 
leffort  to  burst  these  shackles  asunder.     For  this  purpose,  a  new 
levy  of  eight  men  out  of  every  500  in  that  vast  Empire  was  or- 
Ideredrf  Russia  was  sensible,  that  though  much  had  been  done, 
%et  more  remained  to  do.     Her  formidable  foe,  though  defeat- 
N,  was  not  ruined;  and  so  long  as  France  and  the  other  na- 
lions  of  Southern  Europe  bent  their  necks  to  the  yoke,  it  was 
M  difficult  to  foresee,  that  he  could  soon  collect  equally  formid- 
able means.     From  such  a  foe,  it  was  impossible  at  this  mo^ 
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ment  to  expect  peace,  nor  was  it  to  be  desired  with  liim,    . 
it  could  not  have  been  of  long  (hir.ition.     Mi>i  pride,  and  tlio 
vanity  of  the  nation  whicli  he  ^^ovcniL-d,  hud  been  too  tl'culv 
wouiKlcd,  not  to  iiuhico  them  to  make  some  dosjierate  ellort  I'o  ■ 
the  purpose  of  recovering  what  thej'  had  lost,  and  to  secuii 
what  they  still  tyrannized  over.     Alexander  had  by  this  timi' 
been  taught,  by  bitter  experience,  enough  of  the  character  of 
his  antagonists  not  to  know,  that  even  if  they  professed  otlioi 
sentiments  for  the  moment,  that  these  would  be  relincjiiishcd 
upon  the   first  favourable   opportunity.      "  The  arm  of  ih,. 
^iant,"  said  Alexander,  "  is  broken;  but  his  destructive  stren!;ili 
must  be  prevented  from  reviving:  and  his  power  over  the  na- 
tions,  who  serve  him  out  of  terror,  must  be  taken  away,    llussia, 
extensive,  rich,  and  pacific,  seeks  no  conquests — wishes  not  to 
dispose  of  thrones.     She  desires  tranquillity  for  herself  and 
for  all.     She  will  not,  however,  suffer  the  wicked  so  to  abii«e 
,';er  moderation,  as  to  endanger  the  well-being  of  herself,  orof| 
other  nations."*     Plainer  language  could  not  possibly  be  used, 
than  here  was  used  by  the  llussian  sovereign,  to  shew  his  views  I 
and  intentions.     Yet  in  the  very  lace  of  these  declarations-  j 
on  the   very  heels  of   the  ruin  and  destruction   which  li;id 
overtaken  the  hosts  of  France,  a  party  in  England  called  loudly 
for  peace  with  her,  and  that  tliis  moment  was  the  most  tavoiir- 
able  which  ever  could  again  occur  for  that  purpose.     It  never 
once  entered  their  minds,  to  consider  whether  Bonaparte  would  | 
listen  to  them  on  any  terms,  while  if  he  was  inclined  for  peace, 
it  belonged  to  him  to  make  the  overtures  for  that  purpose, 
In  the  House  of  Connnons,  this  course  was  strongly  urged  by  I 
the  opponents  of  Ministers.     "  For  his  own  part,"  said  Mr. 
Whitbread,  "  he  wished,  and  he  spoke  sincerely,  that  the  no- 
ble Lord,  (Castlereagh,)  was  on  his  way  with  Joel  Barlow,  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  into  negotiations  for  peace;"  for,  con- 
tinued he,    "  Notwithstanding  all  the  losses  which  Bonajiartej 
may  have  suffered,  I  cannot  doubt  of  his  ability  to  ^'.(///Vfl/i'l 
himself,  and  retire  upon  his  resources  in  Poland."f     '•  l^eryf 


•  AlexandLM-'s  proclamation,  Dec.  12th,   1812. 
f  House  of  Commons,  Ntiv.  aotli,  1  Sl'\    Tliis  would  !i;ivebc"n  m  excellent '"'I 
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year."  conthMed  he  in  the  following  debate,  «  brought  cause* 
lor  lowering  our  hopes  and  pretensions,  and  the  probability 
was,  that  they  would  sink  still  more.   The  moment,  [for  peace) 
was  m  h.s  opinion,  peculiarly  favourable;  and  he  would  Lve  a 
messenger  sent,  not  in  a  creeping  and  sneaking  way,  but  boldly 
and  openly  to  the  head  quarters  of  Bonaparte."*     But  uoon 
wjat  terms  did  Mr.  M^hitbread  wish  to  negotiate  a  peace> 
Were   these   such   as  the    French  Emperor  wished,    or  was 
ready  to  give?   «  I  will  never,"  said  Bonaparte,  "make  any 
but  an  honourable  peace,  and  one  conformable  to  the  interest^ 
and  grandno-  of  y  Empire.     My  Policy  i,  not  mysterious,  I 
ave  stated   all  the  sacrifices   I  could  make."t      Surely  Mr 
Wh.tbread  could  not  advise  Great  Britain  to  become  a  party 
to  establish  view.,  «  Conformable  to  the  interests  and  grandeur 
0  h.s  Empire,"  u.  other  words,  to  leave  all  ContinentalEurope 
chained  down  under  French  controul,  while  such  a  fair  opi 
portumty  was  within  their  grasp,  to  deliver  themselves  froin 
[  oppression.     Such  a  line  of  conduct  would  have  been  as  ex- 
traordinary, had  it  taker,  place,  as  the  advice  here  given,  wan 
imprudent  at  this  important  moment.     To  judge  from  such  ad- 
vice, it  would  appear,  that  the  belief  pf  Bonaparte's  invincibi- 
ty,  had  obtained  such  a  firm  hold  of  the  mind  of  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  anu  others,  that  it  had  confoundetl  their  understanding 
and  reversed  their  reasoning  powers,  else  at  this  moment,  such 
language  could  never   have   escaped   their   lips.     The  whole 
political  wisdom  of  preceding  ages  seemed   lost  upon    those 
men  who  spoke  thus.     An  instance  was  never  known,  where 
the  people  who  had  been  dragged  into  a  war  against  their  will, 
and  by  Its  issue  became  most  signally  the  conquerors,  solicited 
peace  from  the  vanquished;  and  if  any  thing  could  have  rivet- 
ted  in  the  minds  of  France  and   of  Europe  the  idea  of  her 
jrength,  and  that  the  winter  alone  had  been  the  cause  of  her 
disasters  in  Russia;   the  soUcitation  of  peace  on  the  part  of 

|pldLf:::;Lr    ''""'*"--"'^"'^''''  would„othave  found  Bon.pa«e  ia 

»i..  «_.ujrva^.  3  3j,tvdi,  House  oi  Lommoiiit,  D«c.  1st,  I8ls». 
t  Bonaparte's  answer  to  Sonate,  Feb.  14tb,  1813. 
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Britain,  would  have  accomplished  it  mosi  completely.  If 
would  have  utruck  the  weapon  from  the  indignant  arm  of  Alex  • 
andcr,  confirmed  the  misery  and  servitude  of  Europe,  and 
in  the  end,  our  own  destruction.  Fortunately  for  the  woriu, 
Mr.  Whitbrcad  and  his  associates  did  not  direct  the  Councils 
of  Great  Britain  or  Ilussia,  at  this  eventful  moment.  Their 
Sovereigns  and  advisers  spoke  a  different  language.  •"Tlio 
giant's  arm  is  broken— his  power  over  the  nations  must  be  taken 
away,"  were  resolutions  Europe  little  expected  to  hear  sosooi:, 
and  which  filled  the  breasts  of  millions  with  hope  and  exultation. 
This  was  the  proper  answer  to  all  such  impolitic  advisers:  to  use 
the  animated  language  of  Teltcnl)orn  to  the  Hamburghers. 
«  Shame  and  disgrace  f.d!  on  every  one,  who  in  these  eventful  times, 
when  the  struggle  i«  for  the  greatest  blessing  of  the  human  race, 
can  sit  with  his  arms  folded."*  But  greater  shame  certainly 
ought  to  fall  upon  the  heads  of  those,  who  could  not  only  sit 
down  themselves  wilh  their  arms  folded,  but  advise  others  to 
sit  down  and  fold  thei  »;  and  not  content  with  this,  should  at 
the  same  time  endeavour  to  deter  those  who  would  not  follow 
their  example,  by  gloomy  predictions  and  evil  omens.  Tn 
such,  for  such  there  were,  disheartening  vagrants  of  the  politi- 
cal sky birds  of  night,  whose  obstinate  ««  bosoms  would  no! 

vibrate  to  this  noble  appeal,"t  may  with  great  propriety  be 
applied  the  animated  and  cheering  language,  which  Homer 
puts  into  the  mouth  of  the  gallant  Hector,  the  Trojan  hero, 
who,  when  contending  for  the  liberties  of  hi  country,  waslhu^ 
endeavoured  to  be  checked  and  deterred  in  his  career  of  victory. 
by  similar  timid  advisers,  whose  constant  practice  was  to  bolci 
out  inauspicious  omens,  and  unfavourable  times: 


"  Are  these  the  faithful  counsels  of  thy  tongue, 
Tliy  U'il/  is  partial,  not  tliy  reason  wrong: 
Or  if  the  purpose  of  thy  heart  thou  vent, 
Sure  Heaven  rusumes  the  tillle  sense  it  len* 
What  cowaid  counsels  would  thy  madness  move. 
Against  the  word,  the  will  revcal'd  of  Jure/ 


•  Proclamation,   Hamburgh,  19th  March,  If?  13. 
*  Sir  Frtncis  Burdett's  speech,  House  of  Commons,  Doc.  5(i,  TSi' 
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I'hr  It^aJiii;;  Mgn,  tli'  irirvurablr  nnil. 
And  tiappy  tliiiiiderfi  of  the  I'av'riiifr  God, 
Thete  ahnll  I  flight  f  and  guidt^  my  wav'ring  luiud 
By  wand'rinK  birdi,  that  Jlit  with  I'vcry  wind. 
\'e  vagrants  of  tlie  sky  !  your  wiiigk  extend. 
Ur  ivhcru  the  »uit'k  arine,  or  wliure  dcDcend; 
From  right  to  left,  unlicvdcd  take  your  way, 
While  I  the  dictate:;  of  high  Heaven  obey. 
lyitkaut  a  sign  his  tword  the  brave  man  draw:!, 
And  atki  no  Omen  but  hU  cuunthy's  cacu.* 
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To  Prussia,  first,  tlie  allied  powers  of  Great  Britain  and 
Russia  directed  their  attention.  The  manner  in  which  she 
hud  been  trampled  upon  and  insulted,  nmdc  them ,  conceive 
ghe  ^ould  willingly  snutch  the  present  moment  to  retrieve  her 
former  disgrace  and  misfortunes.  "  His  Majesty  ofl'ers  his  as- 
sistance to  every  people,  who,  being  at  present  obliged  to  op- 
pose him,  shall  abandon  the  cause  of  Napoleon,  in  order  to 
follow  that  of  their  real  interest.  I  invite  them  to  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  fortunate  opening  which  the  Russian  armies  have 
produced,  and  to  unite  themselves  with  them  in  the  pursuit  of 
an  enemy,  whoie  precipitate  flight  has  discovered  his  loss  of 
power.  It  is  to  Prussia,  in  a  particular  manner,  that  this  hi- 
vitation  is  addressed.  It  is  the  intention  of  hia  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  by  which  she  is  oppressed, 
to  demonstrate  to  the  King  the  trier  d,iup  hich  he  preserves 
for  hitn,  and  to  restore  to  the  mouarciiy  of  Frederick  its  eclat 
and  its  txtent."f  "  Agea  may  elapse  before  an  opportunity 
equally  favourable  again  presents  itself,  and  it  would  be  an  a- 
bust  of  the  goodness  of  Providence  not  to  take  advantage  of 
this  crisis,"  &c.:J:  Prussia  eagerly  listened  to  these  invitations. 
The  inhabitants  of  East  Prussia  took  every  measure  to  rise  in 
defence  of  their  indipendencej  and,  at  the  same  time,  resolved 
to  pay  no  attention  to  the  mandates  of  tlieir  Sovereign,  while 
he  remained  a  prisoner  under  French  power,  and  was  tlictated 
to  by  French  arrogance.  This  last  resolution,,  however,  was 
saved  them,  by  the  escape  of  their  King  from  French  thraldom, 

•  Pope's  Hoincr's  Iliad,  Book  XII.  verses  269 — 284. 
f  Kutusnff's  prcclamstittr.,  London  fi.twttn,  Jsnuwy  H^sS^ 
§  Alexander's  ditto,       dittc^       ditto. 
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About  tliis  time  also,  Lord  Wjilpolo,  attached  to  the  Britislj 
embassy  at  St.  Petersburgh,  was  sent  upon  an  important  mis- 
sion to  Vienna;  and,  shortly  after,  a  person  of  considerable 
rank  arrived  in  Britain  from  the  Austrian  Government;  the 
consequences  of  which  communications  we  shall  have  occasion 
to  notice  more  at  large  in  the  sequel.     The  pen  of  satire  and 
tongue  of  ridicule  were  busily  and  loudly  employed  in  scoffing 
at  the  mission  of  Lord  Walpole  to  Austria.     What !  a  school 
boy  detach  Austria  from  the  interests  of  her  son-in-law ! — Lord 
Walpole  deceive  the  eagle  eyes  of  the  Satellites  of  Napoleon, 
and  match  French  wisdom  in  the  arts  of  diplomacy !    How  ar- 
rogant and  presumptuous  the  talentless  ministers  of  England, 
ever  to  expect  succiss  from  a  mission  like  this.     Yet  he  did 
deceive  the  Argus  eyed  Satellites  of  Napoleon,  and  was  in  Vi- 
enna for  a  fortnight,  and  had  left  it  again  before  Monsieur 
Otto  had  any  information  of  it;  no  bad  omen  that  his  journey 
had  not  been  in  vain — and  hence  the  Opposition  anger. 

On  the  6th  Januar}',  the  Emperor  and  KutusofF  left  Wilnn, 
and  on  the  9th  their  head  quarters  were  establised  at  the  vil- 
lage  of  Meretsch.  On  the  13th,  being  the  first  day  of  the  new 
year  in  the  Russian  calendar,  after  having  publicly  implored 
the  blessing  of  the  Almighty  upon  their  undertaking,  these 
great  personages  crossed  the  Niemen,  amidst  the  acclamations 
of  their  brave  troops,  and  continued  their  advance  to  the  West- 
ward. Milaradovitch  and  Doctoroff,  with  the  troops  under  their' 
command,  which  had  crossed  the  Niemen  at  Grodno,  moved  in 
a  parallel  line  to  the  Emperor's  left,  and  Sacken's  corps,  in  an- 
other line  still  farther  to  the  left,  moved  in  the  same  direction. 
Wittgenstein  and  PlatofF  moved  along  the  sea  coast.  On  the 
12th  January,  General  ChernicheflP  entered  Marienwerder,  and 
the  Viceroy  of  Italy  and  Victor  bad  a  very  narrow  escape  from 
the  Cossacks.*  On  the  19th  January,  the  head  quarter*  of  the 
Russian  army  were  at  Lyck.  By  the  S^th,  the  Russians  had 
crossed  the  Vistula  in  great  force.  Dantzic  was  surrounded  by 
their  light  troops.  Bromberg  was  in  their  possession;  Thorn 
threatened;  and  PlatoflF,  with  his  Cossacks,  sent  foraging  par- 


*  Kutusoff's  Journal,  January  19th,  1813. 
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ties  in  advance  towords  the  Oder.     In  every  plac  to  which 
the  Russians  came,  they  were  welcomed  with  unfeigned  jov 
and  received  as   deliverers.     The  ren.ainder  of  Macdonald'; 
corps,  and  some  others,  had  thrown  themselves  into  Dantzic. 
where  the  well  known  General  Rapp  commanded.     The  11 
mon  was  thus  considerably  increased,  and  with  this  accession 
of  force,    amounted,    according  to  the  Moniteur,    to  40,000 
men.  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  it  exceeded  30,000  men 
General  Regme.^s  force,  which  soon  after  separated  from   h" 
Austrians  xuK ler  Schwartzenberg,  consisted  of  only  6,000  Sax- 
ons,  2500  Poles,  and  1500  French,*  the  remains'n;  only  of 
h.s  ongmal  force,  but  of  re-enforcements  to  almost  the  same  1 
™ount.  which  had  at  different  times  joined  him.     On  the  23d, 
the  Russian  head  quarters  were  established  at  lohannesburLr 
and  on  the  27th  at  Willenberg.     On  the  1st  February,   t 
M-awa;   on  the  3d,  at  Radzeons;  and  on  the  5th,  at  Plock 

JoJ^  "^r""*'^'  '^"  ^*''''^°"  of  Dantzic  made  a  sally' 
w.  .  2000  cavalry,  on  the  side  of  Oliva.  but  were  driven  back 
«ith  loss^  By  the  7th  February,  Thorn  was  invested  on  all 
sKles.  Posen  was  taken  by  Woronzow.  Platoff  crossed  the 
Oder.  Warsaw  was  entered  on  the  9th.  Supplies  and  mag- 
azines of  every  description  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Rus- 
sians. 

The  head  quarters  continued  to  advance;  and,  on  the  13th, 
Pnnce  Kutusoff  Smolensko,  'after  four  days  forced  marches 
came  up  wuh  General  Regnier  and  his  forces,  near  Kalisch 
where  he  was  endeavouring  to  form  a  junction  with  4000  Poles 
legnier  was    immediately  defeated.     Thirty-six   officers  and 
00  privates,  with  two  flags,  were  taken,  and  upward,  of  600 
il  ed  and  wounded.     The  Russian  loss  was  600  men.f    At 
Kahsch  the  head  quarters  remained  for  a  considerable  time 
where  negotiations  of  great  importance  were  going  on.     Still,' 
hftwever,  the  Russian  army  continued  to  advance  in  all  direc- 
tions.   One  division  took  the  road  through  Silesia  and  Lusa- 
lia,  towards  Dresden,  which  city  they  entered  on  the  22d  of 

""'"*"■  'ouFiial  irdm  SOtfa  to  50th  January,  JSli. 
t  KutUTOff's  dispatch,  Kaliwh,   February  1 4th,  181J, 
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March.  A  second,  under  Wittgenstein,  marched  upon  Ber- 
lin, which  city  they  entered  on  the  4th;  and  a  third,  inider 
Tettenborn  and  other!«,  marched  towards  Hamburgh,  whicli 
they  entered  on  the  18th.  Every  where  they  were  received 
^vith  wonder  and  with  joy.  The  sight  of  a  warrior  of  the  Don 
broke  asunder  the  shackles  of  nations;  and  these  indefatigable 
troops  continued  to  move  in  all  directions,  the  harbingers  oi 
glad  tidings  and  of  belter  days  to  Europe.  The  minds  ot 
men  so  long  bowed  down  by  misfortunes  and  oppression,  now 
be"an  to  look  forward  to  the  future  with  a  confidence  that  they 
had  long  been  unaccustomed  to.  lu  October  1812,  who  could 
have  lw;licved  that  the  French  army  which  then  threatened 
llussia,  would  have  been  sought  for  in  vain  in  January,  1813? 
Who  could  have  believed  that  in  live  months  from  that  date, 
the  victorious  Russian  armies  would  have  been  West  of  the 
•Elbe— that  all  Prussia  would  be  free— that  the  French  eagles 
would  be  trembling  in  Hanover— and  that  the  animating  voice 
of  Liberty  and  Independence^  would,  in  March,  he  heard  from 
the  snnimi.s  of  the  lofty  Alps,  to  the  shores  of  the  German 
Ocean."'  Heroes  of  Salamanca— ot  Borodino— Inhabitants ct 
Moscow—to  your  firmness  Europe  owed  this  wonderful  change. 
The  present  age  will  regard  you  with  esteem  and  veneratioii, 
and  every  succeeding  one  will  bless  you. 

The  disasters  which  the  French  army  had  experienced  in 
Russia,  spread  rapidly  throughout  Europe,     In  all  the  Au?. 
trian  States  it  was  heard  with  joy  and  exultation.     Still  more 
lavourablv  were  the  tidings  received  in  the  North  of  Germany, 
Tiio  King  of  Prussia  eagerly  snatched  the  opportunity  to  re- 
Sitorc  his  country  to  independence.     Apian  was  laid,  bylliel 
French  authorities  in  Berlin,  to  seize  his  person;  conceiving 
that  if  they  had  hiin  in  their  power,  they  woidd  paralize  tlitl 
t'Hbrts   of  the   Prussian  nation.     His    Majesty,    however,  c 
luded  their  snares,  and  left  his  residence  in  the  neighbourhood  I 
of  Berlin,  and,  with  his  attendants,  mtirched  off  in  all  haste  lu| 
Breslaw,  the  ca[.ilal  of  Silesia.     Here  he  was  free  from  French 
power  ami  influence;  and  the  first  use  that  he  made  of  his 
bcrty,  wns,  to  free  General  D' York  from  the  censure  he  liailj 
Ix-en  comp'jllrd  to  pass  on  himfor  his  joining  the  Ilussuin? 
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continue  him  in  his  command;  and  what  was  of  still  .^reater  im- 
portance, on  the  6th  of  March,  he  concluded  a  treaty,  offensive 
and  defensive  wuii  the  Russian  Sovereign.     Tliis  lairly  deter- 
mined his  future  conduct;  for  he  had  nothing  now  to  look  to 
but  either  complete  success  cr  total  destruction.     On  the  15th 
the  two  Sovereigns  met  at  Breslaw,  and  their  inoeting  was  of  the 
most  affecting  nature.     The  scenes  that  had  happened  to  each 
since  their  last  meeting,  rushed  upon  their  memory,  and  caus- 
ed them  to  shed  tears.     Both  had  drunk  deep  of  the  cup  of 
affliction,  and  had  leceived  a  severe  lesson  in  the  school  of  ad- 
versity.    An  alliance  founded  under  these  circumstances,  upon 
ihe  same  principles,  and  with  the  same  objects  in  view,  had  the 
most  certain  prospect  of  being  permanent  and  beneficial  to  Eu- 
rope.    That  alliance  was  formed,  and  the  united  energies  of 
both  Sovereigns  and  of  their  people,  were  now  about  to  be  call- 
ed forth,  to  combat  for  the  repose  and  liberty  of  Germany,  and 
of  Europe. 

While  these  things  ^           oing  on  in  Prussia,  preparations 
for  important  events  v  .  „  .aking  place  in  France-     It  was  a 
busy  winter  with  Bonaparte.     On  the  2d  February,  a  law  wa^ 
enacted,  by  order  of  Bonaparte,  creating,  in  case  of  his  death, 
the  Empress  Regent  during  the  minority  of  her  son,  and  com- 
manding an  oath  of  fidelity  to  be  taken  to  the  King  oi"  Rome. 
This,  with  the  ceremony  of  crowning  them,  m  as  one  of  those 
political  stage  tricks  which  amused  and  diverted  tiie  minds  of 
the  Parisiarjs  from  other  objects  of  more  serious  importance. 
Bonaparte,  however,  was  really  alarmed  at  the  fate  which  might 
attend  his  son,  in  case  of  any  evil  befalling  himself.     The  con- 
spiracy of  Mallet  and  Lahorio,  in  conjunction  with  many  other 
Generals,  during  the  preceding  autumn,  when  he  was  in  llus-, 
sua,  shewed  him  that,  if  any  accident  befel  him,  his  dynasty 
was  not  likely  to  reign  in  France;  and  he,  therefore,  endea- 
voured  to  provide  against  the  worst,  by  the  measure  in  ques- 
tion.    He  also  no  doubt  had  in  view,  by  advancing  the  Em- 
press to  this  important  trust,  that  he  would  thereby  bind  Aus- 
tria to  his  cause;  and,  in  case  of  his  death,  induce  her  to  sup- 
port the  intprests  of  hio  tuifr.  or^.i  l,:^  ^, —       p..^  -ii  .i. .i  ■ 

were  done  too  late.     Bonaparte  had  too  long  trampJed  upoa 
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the  limits  of  France,  to  regard  his  fate  with  the  smallest  con- 
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The  defection  of  Prussia  from  his  cause,  or  rather  her  emuii- 
cipatio;  from  French  sliackles,  could  no  longer  be  kept  secret. 
Bitter  ns  the  disclosure  of  this  was  to  the  people  of  France,  Bona- 
parte was  compelled  to  make  it.  On  the  2''th  March,  M.  ile 
Krusemark,  the  Prussian  minister  at  Paris,  demanded  his  pass- 
ports, communicated  the  treaty  made  with  Russia;  and,  at  tliu 
same  time,  laid  before  the  French  Government  a  list  of  her  griev- 
ances, which  discloses  another  chain  of  those  galling  proceedings 
of  French  -rrogance  and  injustice,  scarcely  equalled  at  any  othor 
time  or  place  in  Europe.  To  shew,  if  possible,  her  utter  con< 
tempt  of  justice,  France  without  hesitation,  published  what  slie 
never  once  attempted  to  correct,  or  even  to  palliate  in  the  smail- 
€st  degree.  "  Notwithstanding  (says  M.  Krusemark)  the  hard 
and  humiliating  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  France  did  not 
observe  even  these.  Frjnch  garrisons  were  placed  in  the  for- 
tresses of  the  Oder.  Arbitrary  and  exorbitant  contributions 
were  imposed;  and  the  French  army  lived  for  18  months,  at 
discretion,  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  remained  in  tiie  country 
contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  Upon  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  with  Russia,  the  King  having  every  thing  to 
fear  from  France,  sacrificed  his  affections  and  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  her.  In  the  mefiUtime,  the  Prussian  agents  at. 
Paris,  were  compelled  to  sign  the  most  oppressive  contracts; 
yet,  to  avoid  oflence,  these  Prussia  endeavoured  to  fulfil. 
French  troops  poured  into  Prussia;  and  while  Prussia  was  ful- 
filling the  oppressive  contracts,  in  filling  magazines  for  them, 
the  French  armies  lived  at  the  expense  of  the  inhabitants.  Their 
property  was  taken  away  without  any  remuneration;  and,  in  a 
,short  time,  Prussia  was  robbed  of  70,000  horses,  and  20,000 
carriages.  The  enormous  contribution  laid  upon  her  in  1806, 
had  been  paid  up;  and  besides  all  these  things,  at  the  end  of 
1812,  Prussia  had  advanced  to  France  OtjOOOjOOO  francs, 
every  demand  for  which  v/as  answered  by  the  most  contemptu- 
ous silence.  All  the  fortresses  so  unjustly  retained,  and  filled 
with  French  troops,  were  provisioned  at  the  expense  of  Pius- 
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ji«i  and,  ot  l(Bi  m  air,m  Ircciimc  more  iimml  «!«.  r 
of  th««  pl^  ««i.e<l  orders  to  takeTl  ,,  sf^'"""" 
thing  ™„tedfor  .heir  „«.  wi.hi- a  c  rde  7f ."  L™!'  ""^ 
each  fortifiction,  .„,  „,,„,,  „^         ^2^^:°^ 

rrussia  ot  it.     i  hese,  and  nuoiomnc  r.fJt«».  " 

In  answef  to  these  p^Hevou^  charges,  Bassano  rfnr  1.J 
ter  does  not  attempt  to  deny  one  o^f  then.  hT^  n 'r^^ 
re.gn  were  nb^ve  noticing  such  things;)  n^ro^  he '  Si!" 
s.  or^nterested  and  vaciHatin,  r^Uc^tZ  h  X"  ^ 
il«.t;  designates  the  youth  of  Prussia,  who  were  TjinJ 
thcr  Sovereign's  call  to  the  field  of  honour  a  tuXlnn.  ! 
factious-declared  his  master  preferred  In  """"^ 

ff^  always  ready  to  a^^^^^^^^^  Z^yTZal: 

^f^cfnger-  of  Providence  had  shewn  itself  in  the  evenrof  I    ! 

;™nce  .„d  Bo„:;-r.t  thTtE  C :  p ^ j^  S' 

.H  d.ey  co„sMe,«,  it  .  .^  .,,„,,«,,,  „„,  J  ^   .^^J  " 

J«y  I  „ng  in  his  conceptmns-controulcd  everv  thiW    ,^ 
««l,ni„  r,i.„rity_Wide,,  ,he  fate  „f  En^^  L!^^!!"" 

I      turther  .0  feel  that  important  truth,  immutable  a,  i«  „„. 

•  Knmm.rk-slMi.,,  p,,-^  j,^,^  j,„,_  |,jj_ 
1  Bt..>no'.  !,„„.  i^i^  April  Im,  U15. 
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thor,  and  equally  applicable  to  nations  as  to  individually 
«  When  you  call  upon  me  I  will  not  answer — I  will  mock 
when  your  fear  rometh." 

Prussia,  now  fairly  committed  in  the  arduous  contest,  made 
the  greatest  exertions  to  organize  her  means  and  her  forces. 
Though  stripped  of  her  ^*^ealth,  her  people  had  a  wiling  mind, 
and  soon  supplietl  every  deficiency.     None  were  idle  in  Prus- 
sia—none stood  with  their  arms  folded — none  advised  others  to 
do  80.     Her  youth  flew  to  arms  at  the  call  of  their  Sovereign. 
H^r  wpraen  of  all  ranks  threw  aside  every  thing  approaching 
to  luxury,  and  sold  every  thing  they  could  spare,  to  supply  the 
wants  of  their  country,  and  to  prepare  necessaries  for  the  com- 
forts  of  her  defenders.     The  lower  orders  worked  round  the  for- 
tifications, and  wherever  labour  was  necessary;  the  higher  classes 
purchased  garments  and  made  them  for  their  husbands,  fathers, 
and  friends,  who  marched  to  the  field  of  honour.     The  Spirit 
of  the  Wolga  and  Moscow  breathed  his  animating  influence, 
and  called  forth  Courage  upon  the  streams  of  the  Elbe  and  the 
Oder.     The  Prussian  ranks  were  quickly  filled  with  thousands 
of  brave  men,  eager  to  fight  in  behalf  of  their  country.    Blu- 
eher,  the  venerable  Blucher,  appeared  once  more  upon  this 
important  theatre:     He  readily  heard  the  voice  of  his  country, 
and  ilew  to  her  assistance.     Unable  to  bear  her  disgrace,  and 
determined  never  to  carry  arms  in  the  cause  of  her  oppressor, 
he  had  retired  into  Sweden  to  mourn  over  the  miseries  of  his 
native  land,  from  whence  he  now  returned  to  save  it.     He  was 
immediately  appointed  to  the  chief  command  of  her  armie?, 
His  eye  soon  made  soldiers. 

While  these  things  were  going  on  in  Prussia,  the  Rus- 
sian head -quarters  were  at  Kalisch,  a  town  in  Prussian  Po- 
land; a  central  position,  in  which  recruits  aid  convales- 
et.its  were  daily  arriving,  and  fror.i  which  point  re-entorce- 
mcnts  and  supplies  could  be  sent  to  the  armies  in  advanro. 
in  every  quarter,  wuh  etftial  facility.  The  Austrian  troops 
by  this  time  had  concluded  an  uulimited  armistice,  and  had 
retired  into  Gallicia,  where  they  remained  unmolested.  Tlie 
Government  of  War^jtw,  wit!'.  Prince  Poniatowsky,  had  tleilj 
first  to  Pctrikaw,   and  afterwaVds  to  Zcntochan,  where  they 
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endeavoured  to  raise  troops  for  the  assistance  of  Bonaparte, 
and  m  which  they  in  some  degree  succeeded.  A  Russian 
corps,  under  Sacken,  was  stationed  to  the  Southward  of  War- 
saw to  observe  their  motions,  and  Warsaw  was  left  without  a 
Russian  soldier;*  so  little  fear  had  Alexander  of  the  inhabi- 
tants giving  him  any  trouble. 

In  the  meantime,  Austria  was  beginning  to  bestir  herself. 
She  could  not  remain  an  inattentive,  observer  of  the  passino- 
events.     Couriers  and  ambassadors  passed  between  Vienna  ahd 
Pans  m  rapid  succession.     The  commander  even  of  the  aux. 
ihary  corpsf  set-out  from  Gallicia  to  Paris,  to  wait  upon  his 
commander  in  chief,  as  the  most  respectful  xmy  oiobtaininrr  his 
instructions.     Troops  were  collecting  in  all  haste  throughout 
Austria,  and  marching  to  her  northern  frontier;  but  for  what 
specific  purpose,  was  yet,  with  the  world  in  general,  only  matter 
of  conjecture.     But  it  was  generally  believed  over  Europe,  and 
particularly  in  France,  that  Austria  was  improving  fast  in  the 
new  system  of  education  carried  from  Britain  and  St.  Peters- 
burgh,  by  that  «  school  boy,"t  Lord  Walpole.     His  Lordship 
addressed  her,  it  was  supposed,  in  plain  unsophisticated  Ian- 
guage,   and  with  all  the  ardour  of  an  .uncorrupted  youthful 
mmd,  eager  to  learn  himself,  and  also  to  instruct  others.     The 
words  which  he  used,  and  the  doctrines  which  he  taught,  were, 
no  doubt,  to  use  the  appropriate  language  of  St.  Jean  de  Ang- 
]y,  those  of  «  truth  and  nature."     With  sentiments  similar  to 
the  following,  he,  perhaps,  addressed  the  Austrian  Monarch. 
"  T.ie  tyrant  who  trampled  upon  you  is  fled— the  army  which 
forged  your  fetters  is  no  more.     My  eyes  have  seen  their  ema- 
ciated bodies— their  cold  remains  scattered  in  heaps  upon  Rus- 
sian snows.     My  feet  have  trode  over  the  bones  of  those  myri- 
ads  which  once  made  you  tremble;  arm  then,  and  without  fear 
shake  off  your  fetters-"  Be  every  inch  a  King;"  to  secure 
your  independence  Great  Britain  and  Russia  will  support  you 
to  the  last  drop  of  their  blood."     To  such  reasoning  Austria 
could  hardly  remain  inattentive. 
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'  CatUcart's  dispatch,  Kalisch,  March  6th.  1813.  f  SchwartzonberiT. 

\  So  the  Opposition  in  Britain  caileJ  him,  •        ,   ^ 
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The  victorious  Itusaiuiis,  strengthened  by  the  accession  ot 
Prussia  to  the  good  cause,  now  approached  tlie  Elbe.    Tbey 
quickly  o"cr-rau  the  fertile  kingdom  of  Saxony,  passed  the 
fSaalct    and  penetrated  to  £rfurt.     Bcaubarnois,    wbo  com- 
mantled  the  French  army,  assembled  under  cover  of  tlie  impor. 
tant  fortress  of  Magdeburgh,  and  now  amotuiting  to  a  consid- 
erablc  force,  tried  to  ifet»i«ve  in  some  i»easure  the  disgrace  of 
hi*j  previous  rapid  flight,  by  endeavouring  to  seize  Berlin.     But 
lie  had  not  properly  appreciated  the  talents  of  his  indefatigable 
opponent,     Wittgemrtein  was  aware  of  his  object,  ami  prepar- 
ed to  oppose  it.     By  a  decided  step  he  prevented  it,  met  and 
defeated  Beauharnois  with  the  loss  of  3000  men,  and  compell- 
ed him  to  seek  shelter  on  the  othei-  side  of  the  Elbe.     General 
Morant,  who  was  endeavouring  to  escape  from  Swedish  Pom,, 
erania,  shared  a  worse  fate.     Met  on  the  banka  of  the  Elbe  by 
the  watchful  Tettenborn,  he  was  completely  defeated,  hiraselt' 
killed,  and  his  whole  force,  amounting  to  nearly  4000  men, 
were  cut  to  pieces.     Hamburgh  was  thus  freed  from  any  im- 
mediate ilanger  from  her  former  arbitrary  masters.     Bremen 
was  threatened,  and  all  Hanover  was  ready  to  rise  in  arms  and 
join  the  approaching  armies  of  the  allies. 

To  prevent  all  misrepresentation  of  their  conduct  ami  views, 
tlie  object  of  the  confederates  was  most  distinctly  stated,  and 
manfully  and  openly  avowed.  It  was  the  overthrow  of  that 
odious  system  of  tyranny  exercised  by  France  ovdr  Continental 
Europe,  which  hd,d  so  long  covered  the  latter  with  desolation, 
and  the  people  tliereof  with  poverty  and  mourning.  Nothing  less 
would  satisfy  them,  although  to  obtain  this,  tbey  were  well  aware, 
would  be  an  arduous  undeituking.  Yet,  unless  that  power  wib 
taken  away,  they  were  sensible,  and  bad  been  taught  by  bittei 
expcrienpe,  that  it  would  instantly  be  raai-shalled  for  their  de- 
struction. Their  stubborn  foe  desiMsed  all  concession,  and 
treated  with  scorn  every  idea  of  a  piicification  which  should  in 
the  smallest  degree  cqrb  French  power  or  lower  French  vanity. 
The  allies,  however,  WQre  equally  determined  to  persevere. 
Nearly  one  half  of  Europe  were  now  arrayed  under  the  bannuiv 
of  independence,  and  a  large  {wrtion  of  the  other  luxW,  th'v 
M^cvv  hmbMt,',  wished  them  sucgess. 
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As  the  Russian  armbs  advanced  into  Germany  they  contin- 

the  German  people.  These  spoke  truths  which  every  one  un- 
derstoocl,  and  which  came  home  to  the  noblest  ieelb..s  of  the 
human  bosom,  Wrote  in  the  strongest  language,  the?  breath! 
ed  the  nob  est  sent.ments,  in  a  manner  which  must  have  anl 
mated  the  leehngs  of  the  most  callous  and  the  most  carelet 

i!!lnfF  "f  '"'"'^'"^  '''''''''  *°  '^^  denationalizing 
rr„    JT  *  '""'^'  '''"«""^^'  '""^  ^'"P'^*^  ^hat  it  would 

several  of  them  Noble  Prussian  warriors,"  said  Wittgen- 
stein «  ours  .  the  stnfe  of  liberty,  of  virtue,  against  the  enLy 
of  the  mdependence  of  all  nations.  Let  43  m  fraternal  love 
and  unuj,   proceed  onward  to  the  attainment  of  the  great- 

tLZm  1u  ;  ''!"•''  ''''  ^"'^  ""•^^'•"*      Addressing 

imself  to  the  people  of  Germany,  from  the  aier  to  the  Rhine 
e  proceeds  thus.  «  Notwithstanding  the  chains  you  bear,  and 
ebasement  you  suffer,  take  courage!  strongly' ha.  the  jus- 

/r  «'"'"  •''"'*  ""  ''''  banks  of  the  Dnieper,  the  Dwt- 
na  and  the  Berezma;  and  heavy  has  the  sword  of  his  ven- 
geance fallen  on  the  head  of  your  enemies,  of  the  general  ene- 
m.es  of  hberty  ot  the  laws  of  nations,  and  of  L  indepen- 
dence  of  your  Prmces;  the  enemies  of  all  social  virtue.  Hea- 
v.Iy  injured  German  Friends!  the  hour  of  your  redemption 

raws  mgh.  Irntatedaml  revengeful,  thatgood  fortune  which 
has  been  so  much  misused  by  your  oppressor,  has  suddenly 
turned  her  back  upon  him.  He  has  lost  an  army  of  half  a 
mdhon  ot  experienced  warriors.  He  may  still  drive  together 
some  heaps  of  unhappy  sacrifices  to  his  ambition.  With 
powerful  hand,  has  Russia  torn  away  the  bandage  from  the 
eyes  of  nat.ons-Already  have  you  too  long  obeyed  a  foreigner, 
ever  ^  ed  to  any  throne-Who  has  no  slj  in  your  imer- 

ts~Who  has  torn  h-om  you  your  rightful  Princes,  that  ho 
nugh  purchase  a  brainless  vision  for  his  horrid  ambition,  with 
the  strength  of  your  country  and  the  blood  of  your  children, 
iius  msatmble  ambition,  he  fastened  to  the  dreadful  chain, 

•  rroclamation,  BefiJn,  Maxch  15th,  1813, 
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which  he  Calls  Conscription,  to  draw  away  your  sons  and  brea- 
thers, the  hoi)elcss  flower  of  your  country,  to  distant  lands, 
where  they  dreadfully  ended  their  lives  in  battles,  in  prisons, 
and  in  hospitals,  venting  imprecations  on  their  cold  bloode«i 
tyrant,  and  -your  weakness — lives  which  belonged  to  their  im- 
live  country,  to  their  families,  and  which  should  have  gladdened 
your  days." 

"  Much  injured  German  Friends!  your  despair,  the  bitter 
tears  of  your  mothers,  wives,  and  brides,  have  become  heavy 
in  the  scales  of'  Heaven.  The  hour  nf  your  deliverance  h 
struck — 'Receive  the  valiant  H  assians  as  your  friends  and  allies. 
Join  yourselves  to  them  and  to  the  Prussians — your  brethren— 
your  relations — who  come  with  them  in  the  noblest  and  most 
sacred  cause  for  which  an  alliance  was  ever  formed^  Bui  ye, 
ye  few  unworthy  Germansy  the  despicable  instruments  of  expiring 
tyranny,  trembling  at  the  impending  vengeance  of  God  and  man: 
while  I  shall  continue  to  treat  every  French  warrior,  that  falls 
into  my  hands,  according  to  the  most  liberal  laws  of  imprison- 
ment in  war;  every  German  taken  xcith  arms  in  his  hand,  against 
his  tiative  country,  shall  in  the  most  distant  proxnnees  of'  Russia, 
iccuail  his  ever  having  dra^cn  his  sKord  against  the  Libcrtij  nj 
his  fello-o  citizem."^  To  his  subjects,  the  King  of  Prussia, 
said,  "  We  bent  under  the  superior  power  of  France — that 
peace  which  deprived  me  of  half  my  subjects,  procured  us  no 
blessing;  it  on  the  contrary  hurt  us  more  than  war  itself.  No- 
thing but  haughtiness  and  treachery  were  the  result.  Victory 
proceeds  from  God.  Shew  yourselves  worthy  of  his  protection, 
by  obedience  and  fulfilling  ywv  duties.  Your  King  will  alwnp 
be  with  you,  and  with  him  the  Crown  Prince  and  the  Princes 
of  his  house.  They  will  fight  along  with  you."f  "  The  con- 
federation of  the  Rhine,"  said  Kutusoff,  "  that  deceitful  fetter, 
with  which  the  general  disturber  bound  Germany,  after  dis- 
membering her,  and  even  obscuring  her  ancient  name,  can  no 
longer  be  tolerated;  as  it  is  the  effect  of  foreign  constraint  and 
of  foreign  influence,   Jt  must   be  dissolved.     Their  Majesties 

*  Wiu^^onstein'i  proclainatloi),   Berlin,   ^larch  hitli,  181". 
■f'  Kin*'  of  IVusslii's  prtJcliimatiQii  to  his  ariiTV  uud  his  rie£X'-*li?i  licrJu';  ^'Jfi't'i 
?ui1,  1813. 
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xdl  only  g,vc  pvoteetion,  while  the  Gorman  Princes  and  na- 
tion«  :iro  engaged  in  complctii.g the  grand  work.     Let  Franco 
who  IS  beauteous  and  strong  through  herself,  occupy  herself  ij 
future,  in  promoting  her  internal  welfare!   No  Foreign  power 
intends  disturbing  her-no  hostile  power  shall  be  sent  against 
her  rightful  borders.     But  be  it  known  to  France,  th.^t  the 
other  powers  are  solicitous  of  conquering  lasting  tranquillity 
for  the,r  subjects,  and  that  they  will  „ot  lay  down  their  arms, 
nntd  the  foundation  of  the  independencce  of  every  European 
State  IS  established  and  secured."*    This  was  open  and  decided 
language-No  power  co.dd   plead  ignorance  of  their  views, 
none  who  after  this  continued,  unless  from  imperious  necessity 
to  resist   them,    couUl  afterwards  complain  of  whatever  fate* 
might  await  them  from  their  hands,  if  they  were  victorious. 
Their  cause  was  just,  their  object  noble,  and  those  who  would 
not  league  themselves,  when  they  could,  with  their  deliverers 
were  fairly  liable  to  the  conse.juences  of  their  own  cowardice 
or  baseness.     They  could  have  no  right'  to  complain,  nor  ex- 
pect, if  they  did  so,  that  their  complaints  coultl  for  a  mo- 
ment be  listened  to.     Whoever  is  not  with  me  is  against  me 
was  the  constant  maxim  of  Bonaparte.     Their  own  safety  and 
luture  repose,    compelled  the  allies  at    this  moment   to  view 
every  power  in  the  same  light;  and  those  who  when  an  open- 
mg  was  afforded  them,  by  which  they  might  with  a  prospect  of 
success,  contend  for  their  liberties,  would  not  do  so,  but  who 
rather  preferred  to  cling  to  the  cause  of  ambition,  and  to  sup- 
port  its  odious  power  and  nefarious  designs,  were  justly  expos- 
ed to,  and  had  nothing  to  expect  but  vengeance,  from  the 
hands  of  justly  indignant  nations.     Their  bane  and  antidoto 
were  both  before   them;    and   if  they   would   not   risk  their 
strength  in  a  good  cauie,  they  deserved  to  lose  it  in  a  bad  one. 
The  present  contest  was  different  from  all  others  which  ever.had 
preceded  it.     Jt  was  not  a  combat  betwixt  two  rival  nations  for 
their  individual  interests,  but  a  contest  of  every  thing  that  was 
},'ood,  against  every  thing  that  was  not  good;  of  every  thing  that 

•  Proclamation  l.y  KutusofT,  ia  the  name  of  their  Majesties  tl,e  Ewpr.-.r  of  R,- 
"a,  nnd  Kinjj  of  Prussia,  dated  KalJsdi,  March  25th,  1815. 


312 


was  just,  against  every  tliin/Tj  that  was  luijmt;  and  he  wlio  could 
with  his  cye9  ojien  and  his  luinds  free,  support  the  latter  ogainn 
the  former,  deserved  neither  compassion  nor  forgiveness  from 
mankind. 

Another  cami^aign  of  still  greater  magnitude  and  importance 
than  the  last  was  now  rapitily  approaching.  Both  parties  were 
powerful,  and  animated  by  the  strongest  feelings,  though  of  a 
very  different  description,  The  one  party  had  to  retrieve  his 
disasters,  and  prevent  a  further  diminution  of  his  power.  The 
other  had  to  secure  their  independence  and  fuinre  repose,  by 
taking  away  the  destructive  power  of  their  still  formidable  op. 
ponent.  Approaching  commotions  of  a  wider  extent,  ami 
bloodier  wars,  it  was  now  evident,  must  ensue  from  these  con- 
flicting  interests  and  resolutions.  Though  Bonaparte  had  lost 
the  most  formidable  army  that  Europe  had  ever  <'en,  still  the 
military  resources  of  France,  and  the  states  yet  imder  his 
immediate  controul,  were  such  as  to  enable  him  to  carry  on 
a  sanguinary  and  extensive  warfare,  for  some  time  longer. 
But  a  contest,  very  diilerent  indeed  to  that  which  he  had  look- 
ed forward  to;  a  contest  not  to  be  carried  on  upon  the  Wol- 
ga,  and  ^ni shed  on  the  confines  of  Asia;  but  a  contest  to  bt 
carried  on  around  the  borders  of  the  Elbe,  and  the  confines  of 
France — a  contest  not  now  for  the  existence  of  Russia,  but  for 
the  liberty  of  Germany — not  with  the  North  of  Europe  aiding 
him,  but  united  against  him,  and  calling  loudly  for  vengeance 
on  his  guilty  head.  Such  was  the  nature  of  the  contest,  the 
issue  of  which  was  to  decide  the  destinies  of  Europe  for  ages. 
Although  a  deep  silence  seemed  to  overspread  France,  still  she 
was  not  inactive.  The  silence  which  then  prevailed,  was  i^io 
calm  before  the  storm;  it  was  the  silence  which  precedes  tho 
approach  of  death,  and  was  ominous  of  the  fate  of  nations. 
One  class  of  men  in  Britain,  conceived  it  to  be  impossible  for  Bo- 
naparte to  collect  an  army  of  any  force;  another,  that  he  could 
raise  one  more  numerous  than  the  one  he  had  lost,  and  with 
greater  hopes  of  success;  and  therefore,  when  his  new  and  for- 
midable force  made  its  appearance,  tho  former  endeavoured  to 
treat  it  as  a  fiction;  and  the  latter  who  could  prognosticate  no- 
thing but  evil,  were  loud  in  their  cKultation,  at  this  proof  o\ 
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their  sagncity,  and  endeavoured  with  nJl  their  might,  to  spread 
consternatiou  and  alarm  amongst  the  nations  who  opposed  him 
The  conduct  of  both  parties  was  equally  injurious  and  ridicul- 
ous.     rt  was  evid.nt.    to  any   one  who   would  give  himself 
the  trouble  to  thmk,  that  so  long  as  France  supported   U„n«. 
parte,  he  would  find  no  difficulty  in  procuring  another  armv,  in 
H  country  whose  whole  male  population  were  trained  to  aims 
and  who  gloried  in  the  profession;  nor  had  Europe  any  more 
reason,  or  mdeed  so  much  reason,  to  dread  this  fresh  force,  as 
.t  was  evident  he  could  never  assemble  a  force  much  superior 
to  the  one  he  had  lost,  nor  could  wiser  heads  bo  appointed  to 
d.rcct  it.     On  the  other  hand,  the  force  whir'-,  ^ns  to  oppose 
h.m,  was  much  augmented  in  number,  ari  also  ,..tly  more 
confident  m  their  own  strength;  ana  altogc  h  «•  iavin.ible.  up- 
on the  prmciple  of  the  justice  of  their  cau  ;e      It  ^r.  >  not  bv 
underatmg  her  danger,  neither  was  it  by  nr.    nif^mg  it,  bia 
by  a.rly  contemplating,  and  firmly  meetmg  u.  that  Europe 
ecu  d  expect  to  succeed;  and  therefore,  the  attempt  which  was 
made  in  both  ways  at  the  opening  of  this  campaign,  was  a 
system  of  deception  most  vexatious,  injurious,  and  hurUul  to 
the  public  mind. 

Bonaparte  in  reality  had  not  been  idle  during  the  winter, 
.ough  for  reasons  which  were  obvious,  he  made  less  noise 
.out  his  preparations  than  usual.     From  the  vast  population 
olrance.    Italy,  Switzerland,    and   the   States  forming  the 
Rhenish  Confederation,  he  had  again  collected  a  numerous  and 
tornudable  army,  though  certainly  not  composed  of  such  vet- 
eraa  troops  as  those  which  had  perished  in  Russia.     From 
pain    he  withdrew  a  number  of  Subaltern  officers,  to  supply 
c  places  ol  those  lost  in  the  North,  and  mixed  them  with 
l>e  raw  levies  m  order  to  forward  these  more  quickly  in  their 
"litary  duties.     By  exertions,  he  had  obtained  a  formidable 
ainot  artillery;  and  he  had  also  made  a  very  considerable 
r^.ess  ,n  replacing  his  cavalry.*     Though  no  very  great  por, 
0^1  ot    h.s  iorce  was  so  complete  and  efficient,  as  he  could       . 
p^e  Wished,  yet  he  was  forced  to  take  the  field,  least  the  tar^ 

|-  la  France  and  Cfimany.  according  to  the  Moniteur,  those  qmountcd  to  80,0C». 
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thcr  advance  of  the  allies  should  loosen  the  chains  of  his  vas- 
sal states,  thereby  increasing  the  number  of  his  foes,  and  les- 
sening his  means  and  resourses.     If  possible,  to  prevent  this,  he 
on  the  15th  April,  secretly  and  suddenly  as  usual,  left  Paris,  and 
on  the  16th  joined  the  army  assembled  at  Mentz,  and  at  Frank- 
fort upon  the  Mayne.     The  force,  at  this  time  there  collected, 
according  to  his  official  accounts  subsequently  published,  could 
not  be  less  than  300,000  men,*  under  his  most  celebrated  Ge- 
nerals; amongst  the  number  of  which  was  Soult,  who  having 
spent  the  winter  in  a  milder  climate  than  his  brother  Marshals 
had  done,  was  now  recalled  from  Spain,  to  assist  in  what  was 
conceived  at  the  moment  to  be  the  more  pressing  danger.    All 
these  men  had  their  characters  to  regain,  and  to  wipe  away  by 
their  futrre  deeds,  the  disgrace  and  danger  with  which  the 
Russian  campaign  had  covered  them,  and  now  threatened  the 
French  Empire.     They  were  also  aware,  that  they  had  to  con- 
tend with  their  present  antagonists,  at  a  season,  and  in  a  coun- 
try where  the  miserable  shifts  of  the  premature  intervention  of 
the  elements,  would  not  avail  them  to  cover  defeat.     They  were 
also  aware,  that  upon  the  issue  of  the  approaching  campaign, 
depended  the  existence  of  the  whole  fabric  of  French  power 
and  domination,  established  at  such  an  enormous  expense  of 
treasure,  honour,  and  blood.     The  fate  also  of  their  own  power 
and  dignity,  as  far  as  man  could  seo,  were  also  likely  to  depend 
upon  its  issue.     Every  exertion  therefore,  of  which  they  were 
capable,  was  to  be  expected  from  both  them  and  their  master. 

As  it  is  of  importance,  to  ascertain  as  exactly  as  possible,  the 
strength  of  the  respective  armies,  both  in  order  to  appreciate 
the  future  operations,  and  also  to  shew  the  number  of  the  hu- 
man species  who  have  perished  to  g.  atifj'  the  pride  and  ambi- 
tion of  one  overbearing  individual,  and  of  the  haughty  natio.. 
over  which  he  ruled;  I  t' all  therefore  attend  particularly  to 
this  point.  In  another  place,  I  shall  state  particularly  the 
strength  of  the  French  army,  while  here  I  shall  only  endea- 
vour to  asc'^-tain  that  of  the  Russians  and  the  Prussians,  osyct 
the  only  troops  on  the  Continent  actively  employed  against  them. 

The  following  account  of  the  Russian  army  at  the  beginnini: 


*  See  statement  of  forces  in  subsequent  pages. 
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of  the  present  and  close  of  the  preceding  dreadful  year,  is  the  mom 
accurate  I  have  been  able  to  find,  and  which  cannot  be  far  from 
the  truth.    At  the  commencement  of  the  last  campai.rn,  it  con 
sisted  of  twelve  divisions,  which  would  amount  to  30o!ooo  men' 
besides  the  garrison  of  Riga,  perhaps  20,000,  and  the  Cossacks* 
said  to  be  50,000.     From  the  number  which  fought  at  Boro* 
dmo,  and  what  was  lost  previous  to  that  event,  it  appears  to" 
have  been  divided  in  the  following  manner  after  leaving  the 
Dwma,  viz.  ° 


Main  army  mder  De  ToUi,  Regulars,. 

Left  with  Tormasoffin  Volhynia,  &c.  .w»v»^^. 

Garrison  Bobrunsk, 

With  Wittij-enstein,  about ««««««««, 

Garrison  of  Riga, 

Troops  in  Finland, 

Moldavian  army, 


*V**/k^^^ 


■•*^'»^»^^^%»»^%»%» 


Lost  previous  to  th»  battles  at  Smolensk, 

Cossacks. 
With  main  army  suppose,  'w^^^ 

Do.     with  Wittgenstein,  do.** 

Do,    at  Riga,  and  with  Tormasoff  and  Tchichagoft". 


^^^^^  *%■**■», 


140,000 
40,000 
10,000 
40,000 
20,000 
28,000 
60,000 

338,000 
12,000 


25,000 
10,000 
15,000  50,000 

400,000 


From  the  above  statement  it  appears,  that  Russia  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign,  had  only  240,000  regular  troops 
and  the  Cossacks,  to  oppose  the  tremendous  army  brought 
against  her.     Her  losses  during  the  campaign  was  also  very 
considerable,   and  cannot  be  estimated  at  less   than  160,000 
men  killed,  wounded,  sick,  and  prisoners.     Of  the  latter  in- 
deed, the  number  was  small,  for  though  the  enemy  boasted  in 
his  bulletins  of  having  taken  a  considerable  number,  it  was 
never  known  where  he  sent  them,  nor  were  they  ever  heard  of 
at  any  place  in  any   considerable  body.     The  re-enforce- 
ments which  the  Russian  army  received  around  Moscow,  is 
more  difficult  to  determine,  but  these  were  very  considerable. 
Private  accounts,  from  high  sources  of  information,  in  Rus- 
«a,  (Petersburgh,  October  27th,)  stated   Kutusoff"s  army  at 
200,000  strong,  when  the  French  began  their  retreat;  in  which 
Kcou.u  it  is  probable,   Winzengerode's  force  of  40,000  men 
included.     Count  Rosen,  the  Russian  ambassador  at  Stock- 
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holtn,  in  his  official  letter,  Nov.  IPth,  detailing  the  battles  oi' 
Viasma,  &c,  expressly  mentions,  that  Kutusoff  was  following 
the  French  army,  with  a  force  of  150,000  men;  but  whether 
he  includes  Winzengerode's  force  in  that  number  or  not,  is  un« 
certain.  If  he  did  not,  then  the  private  accounts  which  repre- 
scnted  the  force  as  200,000  strong,  were  nearly  correct, 


The  main  army  at  Borodino  was^ 
Lost  there,  -  - 


Reniained  af^er  the  battle, 
Rc-cnforced  by  Milaradovitdi,  »>.»«»»*'»«'m.*'«^      ^33,800 
Do.  Count  Markoft;  »'-^^~-~v^«*(o)^  31,000 

Troops  at  Klin,  •»»■»«•********'•'***********'*•**  V14|000 
Other  troops  from  Twer,  «»«*«.".**»«.»«.«v*«.**»*(i()  1 6,000 
On  26th  October,  Cayalry  and  Cossacks,  ■«*■>*(€)    20,000 

Total,'****** 
Allow  they  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  siek,  and  pri;;, 
soncrs,  from  battle  Borodino,  till  battle  Malo- 


130,000 
40,000 

90,000 


114,800 
204,800 


yaroslavitz,  inclusive, 


%%  »  %  %^  ^>^»^^%%'»»»*»*  %  *** 


Rpma)n,-< 


2aooo 

(d)     184,800 


By  the  same  .authority  which  stated  KutusofFs  army  at  200000 
strong,  we  are  informed,  that  Wittgenstein's  force  at  the  last 
attack  upon  Polotzk,  was  60,000  men,  which  must  be  tolerably 
correct,  for 

^is  force  at  ^rs^  engagements,  31s^  August,  wasabcut****  40,OOQ 
Rc-enforced  by  troops  from  Finland,  •vw»»^^*«v*»^v»'»*»*»*  1 8,000 
Do.  by  troops  from  Petersburgh,  ■»»v»v*»^'v»«»***»     17,000 

Total  including  re-enforcements,******    75,000 

(o)  Rostopchin's  Proclamation,  Sep^LiIth. 

(6)  Thirty  thousand  troops  joined  from  the  Twer  ide;  but  those  at  Klin,  atrts 
date  of  Rostopchin's  proclnmntion,  must  have  been  included  in  that  number. 

(c)  Order  of  the  day  to  main  army,  Oct  26tb,  ^nd  Kutusofi's  Journal,  from  4ili 
to  13th  Oct. 

(rf)  Allowing  35  or  40,000  men  to  WinMngerode's  force,  the  remainder  would 
make  in  the  one  case,  exactly  150,000 men  for  Kutusoff's  army,  according  to  Cojoj 
Rosen's  dispatch. 


Wittgenste 
His  loss  to 


The  condition  o 
.lose  of  the  cam] 

Total  force 
Garrison  U 
Troops  fron 
Moldavian  i 
Ke-enforcer 
Bonap 
Do.  ^ 

Lost  during 

Suppose  of  1 
Re-en-'orced 

Offl 


But  of  these,  peri 
out  of  the  Enjpii 
sons  of  Riga,  B( 
.moOO  as  the  fo 

I  Prussian  territor 
Cossacks.  These 
(a  the  returns  of 
1812,  it  is  suppos 

I  Tgular  troops  ani 

(a)  "  Officers  and  so 
"my.  The  sick,  and  tl 
Russia,  among  their  re 
lion,  which  can  only  b* 
drcn. 

(*)  Lord  Cathcart's  < 
•"•s!*,  but  tiicoc  were  ttU 
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Wittgenstein's  force  broughj  forward,* ..^ 

His  loss  to  last  attack  upon  Polotzk,  was  aboul,,*^, 

Kemqin, 


75,000 
Ij.OOO 

60^000 


The  condition  of  the  Russian  a  -my  at  the  beginning  and  the 
.lose  ot  the  campaign,  would  d.ereforc  itand  thus; 


Total  force  at  first,  •»*»«v...*».v»*»vv»v«.»*»»*»»,.,^^^ 
Garrison  Riga,  ^^-^.v**^  .^^^»,^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Troops  from  Finland,-^^***,^...,,^^^.^^^^^^^ 
Moldavian  array,  — — .-^.^-v^^^^^v^,^^  ^^^ 
He-enfofcen.ents  joined  main  army  till  the  flight  of 
Bonaparte,  *****»--%^**»*v*»*»»^^»»,,,^,^^^ 
^'»'  «'0'  Wittgenstein,  >>.w.».»^^^^ 


302,000 
i-'O.OOO 
18,000 
60,000 

114,800 
1 7,000 


J.ost  during  U.e  campaigu,  killed,  wouna«i,  and  pris.     1 60,000 


c  ^  ,   ,  371,800 

Suppose  of  wounded,  recovered,  and  joincd,-^(«)         lo.ooo 
Re-cnforced  at  end  of  tlie  campaign,  ^*^^^^(^b) 


Off  Poles,  dcserti^d  per  8th  Bulletin, 


****v*v* 


70,000 

451,800 
20,000 

431,800 


But  of  these,  perhaps  70,000  were  militia,  which  would  not  ^o 
out  of  tne  Empire;  perhaps  60,000  might  be  left  in  the  garS- 

I  sons  of  Riga,  Bobrunsk,  and  in  Poland,  which  would  leave 
-0,000  as  the  force  which  passed  the  Niemen  and  entered  the 
Irussian  territory,  viz.  260,000  Regulars,  and  40  or  50,000 
Cossacks.  These  were  re-onforced  afterwards  at  different  times 
In  the  returns  of  the  Russian  losses  during  the  canjpaign  of 
1812,  It  IS  supposed,  that  these  were  only  the  returns  of  tl  e 

I  regular  troops  and  not  of  the  Cossacks,  which  were  kept  sepa- 

(a)  "Officers  and  soldiers  who  are  rccovPring  their  health  are  daily  joining  the 
my.  Ihe  s,ck,  and  those  wounded  in  the  field  of  honour,  being  in  the  middle  of 
Kussu,  among  their  relations  and  fellow  citizens,  receive  every  support  and  alten- 
.ion,  winch  can  only  be  expected  from  mothers  and  wives,  from  brothers  and  chil . 

I  (iren.  . 

(*)  Lord  Cathcarfs  dispatch,  December  12th,  1812.  and  Russian  do,  and  .Tour, 

- -;  bci;  uifiic  «-ere»iJ  uiihtji^  uuU  could  not  go  out  of  the  country. 
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rate;  but  this  1  do  not  state  from  official  authority,  however 
it  was  generally  believed  to  be  the  case.  When  the  Rus- 
sian army  passed  the  Niemen,  the  Prussian  and  other  German 
papers  stated,  that  they  did  so  in  three  bodies  of  90,000, 
80,000  and  70,000,  besides  the  guards,  which  is  nearly  what  I 
have  supposed  to  have  been. 

What  the  force  was  which  Prussia  had  organised  at  this  mo- 
ment is  more  uncei-tain.  We  know  from  official  authority,  that 
her  force  by  the  iponth  of  August  was  augmented  fully  to  :aOO,000 
men,  regular  troops.  At  this  moment,  it  would  scarcely  ex- 
ceed  80  or  100,000  men,  if  so  many:  and  which,  deductinir 
the  numbers  employed  in  besieging  the  different  fortresses, 
would  not  leave  above  24G,000  Russians  and  Prussirais  em- 
ployed in  all  quarters  n  the  field;  and  not  above  160  or 
180,000  as  the  army  in  iaxony,  to  oppose  this  immense  forte, 
ao-ain  collected  by  Bonaparte.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  as- 
certain this  exactly,  as  the  allied  accounts  of  these  things  are 
more  dchcient,  (at  least  unknown  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,) 
than  those  of  the  enemy.  But  a  due  consideration  of  the  sub- 
sequent narrative  will  shew,  that  the  above  numbers  arc  not  far 
from  the  truth,  and  sufficiently  accurate  to  guide  us  in  our  fu- 
ture statements  ard  relations. 

With  a  force  of  200,000  men,  as  elsewhere  more  particular- 
ly mentioned,  on  the  S^th  April,  Bonaparte  left  Mentz,  and 
is'uing  through  the  forest  of  Thuringia,  he  on  the  27th,*  ap- 
proached the  Saale,  and  joined  the  army  under  Beauharnois. 
The  advanced  parties  of  the  allies  which  were  on  the  left  bank 
of  that  rive» ,  fell  back  upon  the  main  body  as  this  overwhelming 
force  advanced.  The  Moniteur  and  other  Paris  Journals  then 
sovereigns  of  public  opinion  in  France,  and  abject  slaves  of  the 
tyrant's  will,  now  recovered  from  that  state  of  torpor,  into  which 
the  premature  rigours  of  a  Russian  winter  had  thrown  them,  and 
cheered  at  the  appearance  of  this  new  army,  which  'Jiey  endea- 
voured to  make  France,  and  perhaps  themselves  believe,  was 
part  of  that  which  had  re»^reated  so  gloriously  f  from  Russia 
during  the  close  of  the  preceding  year,  began  once  more  to 

*  Bonaparte's  disimtch,  April  oOili,   1812. 
\  from  hcucc  tlic  necessity  oi  tliis  glortotis  retreat,    Wonitcut,  Dec.  31st,  lfl-> 
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open   their  artillery  of    bravado  and  menace  nnnn   v 
"Your  moments  of  ,oy,»  «aid  the  hau^^^^^uZjT''' 
passed-we  are  awaking-the  Lion  slenfnni         ,  ^^"'^'  ^'"'^ 
LdPirl"*     T     ,1.   ^    ,^^'*'P^'""'^yo« 'lave  believed 
(urn  dead.         fo  the  cabmet  labours  of  his  Maiestv    « 

go.ng  to  succeed  warlike  works,  and  those  grand  mSl  "' 
b.nat.ons,  which  ..«.«./ victory  and  J^Lt^ZZ 
pires-that  noble  audacit,,  which  no  reverse  can  shake  and  w^T 

«ndseveins,.eaves«.^.,,a,eothe  issue  oftti^^ 
Accordmgtothem,  the  greatest  Captain  of  the  arwasTo'nl 
forth  conquering  and  to  conquer.     The  dorv  of  rh     r  ^    , 
...  it  was  haughtily  predicL,  should  s^    Itc  ^ 
strength  of  the  French  Empire  no  diminution      ThTu^' 
were  to  be  driven  back  mto  their  «  frJTr     f  ,!  ^^"f '""' 
Ipoleon  the  great,  still  to  be  H^L^/^'eZ^    K     ''^ 
the  slavish  press  of  Paris  sin^ruhr  inl  v^       ^°'  ""^^ 

forebodings  for  the  cauL^  of  t  r  pe  Th'  f '"  "'  "' 
overly  imbibed,  and  cheerful.y'eXd  I^-  J^eT LT 
.r,  where  as  men  have  the  liberty  to  speak  what  they  t  hk  it" 
«ust  have  proceeded  from  choice,  not  necessity;  whUe  U^  '  ' 
lire  of  France  or  Russia  might  very  re.dilv  .Mnl 
ab  what  thev  wished      Twl,  u  ^  ^"PPose,  it  was 

fekaessandUn    s*    iiht  "'  '"'P'""^'  "^'^'^  f-' 

I'lieMoniteur,  w    e eo  iS  nr"  T  "  T" ^"'^"^"^  «^"-  - 

J«  attack  I,™  ;„.,„*^,,;.     s.milar  L  l,„r        T''"'*' 

|.«s  and  declamation  with  whTZT^     l-  T'  ""  ■"'S"- 

-  we«,  doomed  fo,.  „  w  ilo   "  f    L  tf       ^"^'^  "''  ""'' 

ilt!iea,yif„l  events  of  IR,"     A  ,        "'"'"^"'-■■■kI  as 

-no„b^„.„„Kna.ed,t,,f„.,a„jr';c::L-:: 

•  Moniteur,  March  30t!i   isf 
t  Do,  Ai)ril  iGth,  Hj... 


i 
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rung  i;i  the  oars  of  nations,  of  "  Tremble  Europe,  for  your 
doom  is  sealed — your  destinies  are  determined."  To  ;su,:li 
might  properly  be  appliM  the  severe  language  of  He. to.-  to 
Polydam-is,  in  tlie  conclu' ion  of  the  speech  to  him,  which  1.  ;> 
been  previously  quoted. 

"  Biii  why  sliould'sf  thou  suspect  the  war's  succ;"»S, 
None  /(VIM  it  mori',  as  none  promotn-t  ix  less; 
Tho'  all  our  chiefs  amid  )i>!i'  ships  cx))ire, 
Trust  thy  o-*n  cowardic*!  f<>  bcape  their  n/c. 
Troy  and  her  sons  rray  find  a  gen'ral  gravej 
Rut  Uiou  can'st  live,  for  thou  i.-.nst  be  a  slave. 
Yet  should  thk\fi:ars  t.hntwari/  mind  suggests 
^^pmd  fheir  cM  poison  thrcmgh  ov.r  soldier's  breast- 
My  jav'Uu  can  revenge  so  bs^c  a  part, 
'l>ui  fice  t>.,  soul  that  juivers  in  thy  heart."* 

In  the  enu  o'  .\piii,  the  Russian  army  sustained  a  great  bs 
iu  the  death  <f.i  tiieir  venerable  leader,  Kutusoff.     He  fell  ill  at  j 
Bunt/.law,  during  the  advance  of  the  army,  and  there  he  dieili 
deeply  regretted  by  his   Sovereign  and  his  country,     «  Your 
terrs  (said  Alexander  in  his  letter  to  his  widow)  flow  uot  alone 
for  him— I  weep— all  Russia  weeps  with  yoH."f     His  deatli 
was  concealed  from  the  army  :j;  for  sometime,  lest  it  miglit  ilis- 
pirit  them,  so  great  was  their  attachment  to  him,  and  confi- 
dence in  his  abilities  as  a  general.     By  order  of  Alexander,  his 
remains  were  carried  to  Moscow,  and  there  interred  in  a  pub- 
lic manner,  with  all  the  honours  due  to  his  rank  and  his  scij 
vices.     On  the  12th  of  June,  this  solemn  ceremony  took  place, 
It  was  of  the  grandest  and  most  imposing  kind.     The  people 
drew  the  funeral  car  containing  the  body  of  their  Great  C'hiefJ 
to  the  Church  of  Notre  Dame  of  Casan,  where  it  was  intenedj 
under  a  picture  which  represents  the  deliverance  of  Moscow, 
and  the  tomb  was  covered  by  the  trophies  of  French  chj,'1c-,I 
and  colours  taken  from  the  Turks.    There  a  monument  is  to) 


•  Pope's  Homer'a  Iliad,  Book  XII.  verses  235— S94. 
t  Alexander's  letter  to  Princess  Catharine  Ilinishina,    (the  wile    "    'iitu'^i'ff  I 
Dresden,  April  S.'Jth,  181,5. 
f  Lord  Cathcart's  d•■<";Ucl^  May  6tli,  i^lo- 
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ument  is  loJ 


be  erected  to  his  memory,  by  his  grateful  Sovereign,  «  beh  )Jd- 
ing  which,  the  Russian  will  feel  his  heart  swelled  wiih  prido, 
awl  £he  i'oreigner  will  respect  a  nation  that  gives  birth  to  sucli 
great  men.  't  The  name  of  Kutusoif  can  never  be  forgotten. 
h  will  sr'Ljtl  'Jie  theme  of  future  ages,  and  will  claim  the"undi- 
■idcd  ath-L ration  of  Russia,  while  Borodino  stands  recorded  in 
her  historj  -while  her  Wolga  rolls  his  current  to  the  deep. 

Before  commencing  his  operations,  Bonaparte  communi- 
cated thn  manner  in  whicli  his  future  progress  was  to  be  made 
uu.w!).  to  tlie  world.  A  new  course  was  adopted  to  publish 
l-Vencii  falsehoods  and  French  successes  to  Europe,  and  the 
.iu  builctin  of  the  Grand  army  was  no  longer  to  be  the  war- 
whoop  of  massacre,  and  the  watchword  for  desolation.  Bona- 
parte, who  was  in  all  things  superstitious,  conceived  bad  for- 
tune might  attend  him  unless  he  changed  his  system.  The 
29th  of  the  name  of  bulletins,  that  awlld  jumble  of  truth  and 
falsehood,  in  whose  terrific  pa<Te 


"  ^o  light,  I)ut  rather  darkness  visible, 


Served  only  to  disclose  new  sights  of  woe," 

had  proved  too  harsh  a  lesson  for  French  vivacity  and  credu- 
lity to  study,'  and  therefore  a  dispatch  to  the  Empress,  Queen 
and  Regent,  was  thenceforward  to  inform  France,  and  was  con-* 
ceived  to  be  sufficient  to  alarm  Europe. 

The  disposable  force  of  the  allies,  at  this  moment,  was  cer- 
tainly much  interior  in  numbers  to  that  brought  against  them, 
and  at  the  same  time  they  were  advanced  into  a  country  on 
I  whose  friendship  they  could  not  depend.     The  conduct  of  Sax- 
Inny,  at  least  the  Government  and  the  majority  of  its  people,  had 
jlieen  and  still  was  decisively  in  the  French  interest.     However, 
what  the  force  of  the  allies  ivanted  in  numerical  strength,  was 
I  ill  some  measure  made  up  by  the  excellent  quaHty  of  their 
I  troops,  and  the  spirit  which  animated  them.     The  Russians 
liad  before  their  eyes  that  deliverance  of  their  country  which 
\M  had  wrouglit— the  glorious  deeds  which  they  had  achiev- 


!i;^':    ij, 


•  Atexandef's  letter  referred  to  above. 
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ed  irt  the  preceding  campaign,   and  they  were  well  aware,  tliat 
the  present  could  not  be  a  more  formidable  enemy  than  those 
hosts  which  they  had  already  overcome.    Before  their  manly  bo- 
soms, that  impenetrable  shield  of  their  native  land,  suspended 
from  a  blue  ribbon,  now  hung  that  silver  shield,  the  gift  of  their 
grateful  Sovereign,  and  the  noble  memento  of  their  former  glory 
and  renown.     Its  lustre  was  not  to  be  dimmed  on  the  plains  of 
Germany.     The  Prussians  had  cruel  wrongs  to  redress — dread- 
ful defeats  to  wipe  away.     They  had  every  thing  that  was 
pleasing  to  expect  from  success,  and  the  most  terrible  calami- 
ties  to  drdad  if  unsuccessful.     *•  The  moment  (said  their  Sove- 
reign  to  them)  is  now  arrived,  in  v/hich  no  illusion  respecting 
our  condition  can  remain;  you  know  what  a  miserable  fate  a- 
waits  you  if  we  do  not  honourably  finish  the  now  commencing 
contest— every  thing  else  must  now  give  Way  to  this."*    The 
disgrace  of  Jena  hung  in  a  dark  cloud  over  their  country,  and 
the  bloody  streets  of  Lubec  stood  in  all  their  horrors  before 
the  eyes  of  their  veteran  leader.     Their  country,  with  one  voice, 
called  for  their   utmost  exertions;   and  Germany,   they  well 
knew,  beheld  their  efforts  with  hope  and  exultation. 

Such  were  the  feelings,  and  such  were  the  sentiments  of  the 
two  nations,  immediately  engaged  in  this  important  contest, 
when  on  the  29th  April  and  1st  of  May,  the  contending  hosts, 
under  their  respective  Sovereigns,  met  on  the  banks  of  the 
Saale,  near  Wiessenfells.  On  this  point  there  was  for  se'":nl 
days  some  very  sharp  skirmishing,  particularly  on  the  1st,  in 
which,  on  the  side  of  the  French,  the  Dukcof  Istria  (Bessieres) 
was  killed  by  the  first  cannon  ball  that  was  fired  ;f  and  on  the 
side  of  the  allies,  a  son  of  Marshal  Blucher  had  his  ear  cut  off  by 
a  stroke  of  a  sabre,  in  the  first  rencounter  the  enemy  had  with 
the  Prussians;  and  as  it  was  done  by  a  French  soldier  of  the 
same  name,  and  belonging  to  the  same  corps,  which,  with  a  sa- 
bre, first  drew  blood  in  the  disastrous  campaign  of  1807,  by  kil- 
ling Prince  Louis  of  Prussia,  Bonaparte  therefore  augured  e- 
qually  favourable  of  the  result  of  the  present  campaign.^    l^y 

*  King  of  Prussia's  addrew,  Berlin,  IVIarcli  2.7d,  1813, 
f  Bonaparte's  dispau:h,  morning  of  tht>  2d  May,  1813. 
I  Ditto,  ditto,  ditto,  1st  May,  1815. 
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uuch  miserable  shifts  did  he  attempt  to  raise  the  spirits  of  his 
army,  and  keep  up  those  of  the  French  nation.  The  opera- 
tions,  however,  in  which  these  things  took  place  were  only  the 
prelude  to  more  sanguinary  and  important  scenes,  which  took 
place  on  the  following  day  at  Lutzen. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  May,  the  French  army,  uq. 
der  the  command  of  Bonaparte  in  person,  was  posted  in  the 
following  positions.     The  left,  consisting  of  the  Sth  and  Uth 
corps,  under  the  Viceroy,  leaned  upon  the  Elster.     The  cen- 
tre, commaqded  by  Ney,  held  the  village  of  Kara.     The  Em- 
peror, with  the  young  and  old  guards,  was  at  Lutzen.     The 
Duke  of  Ragi^sa  with  his  corps,  consisting  of  three  divisions, 
formed  the  right,  and  was  stationed  at  the  defile  of  Poscrna, 
and  General  Bertrand   with  the  4th  corps,    wa?  directed  to 
march  to  the  same  place.*    The  main  army  of  the  allies  broke 
up  from  Botha  and  Borna,  passed  the  Elster  at  Zwekaw,  Zeitz, 
and  Pegau,  and  without  any  opposition  from  the  enemy,  drew 
»p  in  battle  array  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Elster,  with  their 
right  wing  to  the  villjige  of  Wrexen  and  their  left  to  that  of 
Gruna.     Bonaparte  was  aware  that  the  allies  were  determined 
to  attack  him,  but  he  conceived  that  they  would  not  be  able  to 
do  so  till  the  6th,t  by  which  time  he  calculated  upon  having 
taken  such  measures  as  would  either  prevent  this,  or  enable 
him  to  attack  them  to  advantage.     For  this  purpose  he  had 
marched  a  considerable  force  from  his  left,  consisting  of  fouy 
divisions,  under  Lauriston,   in  order  to  obtain  possession  of 
Leipsic,  which,  after  a  sharp  engagement  with  the  force  there 
stationed,  he  effected.     His  intention,  as  soon  as  this  was  ac- 
complished, was  to  march  all  his  force  in  that  direction,  and 
making  it  pivot  on  Leipsic,  to  take  the  allies  efi  revers,  in  other 
words,  turn  the  right  of  their  army,  and  cut  off  all  their  com- 
I  munications  with  the  Elbe  and  their  re-enforcements;  wiiich 
operation,  the  possession  of  the  strong  fortresses  of  Wittenberg 
and  Torgau,  on  the  Elbe,  and  in  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  allies, 
would  have  enabled  him  to  have  done  with  comparative  security 


•  Bonaparte's  dispatcli,  morn:' 
t  Uitto,  ditto,  4.  ^i 
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on  his  part.  In  this  intention,  however,  he  wns  fof  n  mo- 
ment prevented,  rr'  -•;  ')fd  to  turn  his  attention  to  fight, 
and  save  himsolf  from  tlcstri'ction.  ' 

•    Wittgenstein,  wlio  tit  present  had  the  chid"  comnmnd  of  the 
allied  army,  \>  i .  nware  of  the  enemy's  intention,  and  by  a  simi. 
lar  measure  on  his  part,  and  by  a  general  engagement,  was  do 
termined  to  prevent  it.     He  resolved  to  turn  the  enemy's  right 
wing,  while  he  directed  his  princirfi'  ;  f*        ngainst  the  centre, 
ivhe'o  he  had  ascertained  that  the  enemy's  principal  Htrenfrtli 
and  best  troops  Were  stationed.     This  brought  on  the  most  oh- 
stiu.ite  and  bloody  battle  of  Lutzen,  or  Gros  Gorchen.     While 
Bo-iparte  was  upon  the  point  of  marching  his  main  force  to 
Lei psic,  about  ItV  o'clock  in  the forr noon,  he  was  surprised,  to 
see  the  whole  allied  army  nuiichmg  against  his  right  Wing  and 
centre.     "In  deep  columns  (said  he)  whose  extent  obscured 
the  horizon,   the  onomy   presented  forces   which  seemed  im- 
mense;"*    His  own,  which  was  still  more  numerous,  he  did  not 
think  fit  to  enumerate.     Preparati  ^ns  were  a»  quickly  as  possi- 
ble made  to  receive  them,     fhe  Viceroy  was  orderetl  to  nv 
to  the  left  of  Nov  to  support  him — exactly  ait  no6rl  the  attack 
began  upo.i  the  enemy's  centre       Blucher  led  the  van  of  the 
allied  army,  axid  where  he  was,  it  is  not  likely  they  would  be  idle. 
The  attack  was  dreadful.    Ncy,  with  five  divisions,  said  the  ene- 
my, supported  the  battle  nf  this  point,  which,  at  '*  the  cnu 
of  lialf  an  hour  became  terrible,"f  so  nnxch  so  that  Bona- 
parte himself,  at  the  head  of  the   last  of  the  guards,  marcliid 
behind  the  cent      of  th.  :irmy  t(      ipport  N'7.     The  village  oi 
Gros  Gorchen  was  taken  by  Ktonn.     D' York's  corps  moved  lo 
the  right  of  the  villro-o;  the  whole  allied  army  at  the  same  time 
wheeled  to  the  rignt,  when  thebalui'  became  {^cneral  along  the 
whole  line.     The  villages  of  Klien  Gorchen  and  Ilathno  v/eu 
aIso  taken  by  storm.     The  enemy  -■:    -uk  them,  and  at  the ;-:  mc 
lime  Gros  Gorchen,  but  the       ere  as  quickly  retaken  from  inni 
again.l     This  place  was  tak        nd     taken  six  times  during  the 
day.     The  enemy's  army  w,     plat^     behind  a  long  ridge,  in  :i 


*  Bonaparte's  dispatcli.  May  2d,  10  p.  m.  t  Hitto, 

^^Ofticial  bulletin  of  the  allied  army. 
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string  of  villnges;  in  the  front  was  a  hollow  way,  on  the  left  a 
stream  fit  to  float  timber.     He  hud  an  immense  train  of  artil- 
fcry  of  12  pounders,  and  upwards,  and  all  his  batteries  in  tho 
open   fields  were   supported  by   masses  of  infantry   in   solid- 
^qiiares.     Tlie  plan  of  the  allies  wa»  to  attack  Oros  Gorchen 
with  inlhntry  and  artillery,  and  by  a  strong  column  of  cavalry 
fo  pierce  the  enemy's  line  to  the  right  of  that  place,  and  cut  oft* 
the  troops  more  to  the  right;  the  other  parts  of  the  army  en- 
^ragiug  as  quick  as  they  could,  and  as  cli-cumstanct«  would  per- 
mit.    The  Prussian  guards  were  How  direeted  to  execute  this, 
important  oponitioh.     Under  a  tremendous  fire  of  artillery  they 
advanced  to  the  charge— they  Were  driven  back— again  they  re- 
tubed  to  the  combat— «« the  affair  assumed  the      -st  extensive 
chafacter  of  attack  and  defence  of  a  post,  repeatedly  takenj  lost 
and  retaken;"*  Sut  after  an  obstinate  combat  of  an  hour  and  li 
[  linW;  they  succeeded;  all  the  villages  were  retaken,  and  remain^ 
c(l  in  the  possession  of  the  allies.f     In  other  parts  of  the  field 
I  t)(e  battle  raged  with  etjua!  fury.     The  troops  under  AViuisen- 
gei-odb  and  ^VVorki  'with  part  of  the  Russian  troops  under 
General  Berg,  '  .d  engaged  the  right  wing  of  the  French  army 
iindei-  Marmoni  ...id  General  Compans.     The  eneriiy,  said,  that 
the  allies  «  were  >•   nped  quite  short,"  and  that  the  Marine 
[  regimerits  suppOr    a  .-,.  /efal  charges  with  sangfroid,  and  covered 
tlie  field  of  battle  With  tl       ^est  of  the  enemy's  cavalry;;!:  both 
parties,    ihdecd,    fougijt    \>    h   the  utmost  ©bstina  y.      «  We 
stood,"  said  Wittgenstein  rtt  this  time,  «  opposed  to  the  enemy 
fit  the  distance  of  100  paces,  and  one  of  the  most  bloody  battles 
became  general."^     A  moment's  reflection  is  sufficient  to  she^v 
what  a  sanguinary  scene  it   nui^t  have  been,    wheixj  above 
300,000  men  in  opposite  sides  stoo.   under  the  fire  of  12  and  18 
launders,  and  continued  discharges  of  musquetry,  at  such  a 
siiort  distance  from  each  otlier  for  10  Ijours.     "  The  battle  " 
said  the  enemy  at  this  moment,  "   .ccnpied  a  line  of  two  leagues, 
(nearly  six  miles)   covered    with  fire,    smoke,    and  clouds  of 

'  Catlicart's  disi.atch,  May  6tli.         -f  OfTuml  bulletin  of  the  allied  army,  .May  3d. 
;  Bonaparte's  diNpatib,  May  2d.  ^  Ollicwi  buiicUu  m  ihv  uilieg,  May  3d, 
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4uft.''*  The  villages  on  the  left  wing  were  also  taken  and  re- 
taken several  times.  But  it  waa  on  the  centre  wiiere  the  battle 
continued  to  rage  with  the  greatest  fury.  The  village  of  Kara 
was  once  more  taken  by  the  enemy.  Again  it  was  wrested  from 
him,  after  an  attark  still  more  tremendous  than  any  which  had 
yet  taken  place.     The  enemy's  centre  gave  way — the  troops  fled 

and  several  battalions  threw  away  their  arms  in  consterna- 

tion.f  Never  did  the  enemy  before,  in  any  battle,  make  such 
an  admission;  but  again  they  rallied,  said  he,  exclaiming,  viw 
le  Empereur,  the  moment  that  he  made  his  appearance.  Bon- 
net, with  a  division  from  Marmont's  force,  *as  now  ordered  tc» 
Kara.  All  the  young  and  old  guards,  under  Mortier,  Drou- 
ct,  &c.  with  SOpiecen  of  cannon,  and  supported  by  the  cavalry, 
■were  now  ordered  to  this  point  to  make  a  last  desperate  effort. 
««  They  set  out,"  said  the  enemy,  "  at  full  gallop,  the  five  be- 
came dreadful,t  and  the  allies  at  this  point  were  overthrown;" 
this  latter  assertion  was  not  true;  "  the  enemy,"  said  Wittgen- 
Btein,  "  again  attacked  our  centre  and  the  villages  with  great 
briskness,  but  we  maintained  our  position.''^  On  the  right  of 
the  enemy's  position,  Bertrand,  with  the  4th  corps,  was  direct- 
cd  to  debouch  upon  the  rear  of  the  allies,  at  the  moment  when 
he  should  perceive  the  engagement  at  the  hottest.  But  he  wa» 
too  strongly  opposed  to  do  much  injury.  After  sustaining  se- 
veral charges  of  cavalry,  he  succeeded  in  entering  the  line,  said 
the  enemy,  but  not  till  Bonaparte  bad  been  obliged  to  throw 
forward  his  whole  right  wing  to  enable  him  to  do  so;  but  that 
wastiot  the  object  which  he  was  sent  to  perform;  in  fact,  he  was 
almost  cut  off,  and  with  difficulty  rejoined  the  army.  Bona- 
parte, in  his  usual  light  way,  gives  a  very  curious  account  of  the 
charges  made  against  Bertrand  by  the  allied  cavalry.  "  It  was 
in  vain  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  capered  about  his  squares; 
his  march  was  not  relaxetl  by  it."||  In  some  of  these  capm, 
however,    they  succeeded   in  breaking  into  tlie  squares,  and 


•  Bonaparte's  dispatch.  May  2d. 
f  Bonaparte's  dispatch.  May  2d.—"  Our  cenue  gave  way,  (Jlechit)  some  battal- 
ions fled  {se  debandertnt.) 
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cutting  down  the  infantry.-    Such  alpcr,  were  rather  «^ot« 
h.ng«.     They  had  sent  him,  without  retaking  his  march,  from 
Je  banks  of  the  Moskwa,  to  fight  on  the  banks  of  the  Saale. 
With  equal  fl.ppancy  does  he  pass  over  a  still  more  impor- 
tant  operation.     ••  TI.e  Viceroy  entered  the  line  on  the  left, 
and  the  Duke  of  Tarcntum    attacked    the  enemy's  reserve 
»nd  reached  the  villages  upon  which  the  enemy  rested  his 
nght,    at  the  time  the  last  dreadful  attack  was  made  upon 
Kara;  but  for  what  purpose  we  are  left  by  him  to  conjecture. 
However,  that  want  is  supplied  by  other  authority.     Foiled  i« 
..  desperate  effort*  in  the  centre,  he  endeavoured  to  turn 
he  ortune  o    the  day  by  making  a  desperate  attack  upon  the 
nght  w,ng  of  the  alhes,  while  Macdonuld  endeavoured  to  se- 
parate ,t  from  the  centre  of  the  army,  which,  if  he  had  accom- 
phshed,  he  would  have  wrestt.1  every  thing  from  them  which 
ey  had  gamed  on  the  left  and  the  centre.     For  this  purpose 

the  Viceroy  s  corps  .«/...rfM. //n.  o«M./.yi,  and  all  the  tro^^^ 
wb.ch  occupied  Leipsict  having  been  recalled,  and  joined  to 
t  em  for  the  same  purpose,  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening 
Je  enemy  with  this  force,  perhaps  50.000  strong,  supported  if; 
Je  fire  of  several  batteries,  made  a  desperate  effort  a^i„st  the 
nght  wing  of  the  alhes.     The  infantry  of  a  part  of  the  Russian 
lescrve  was  now  brought  forward  to  the  assistance  of  the  righi 
w.ng.  and  the  battle  was  maintained   with   great  obstinacy 
Soon  after  the  whole  of  the  cavalry  of  the  allied  army  wa,  o  -' 
dered  from  the  left  to  the  right,  to  turn  this  attack,  and  to 
charge  the  columns  of  the  enemy,   and  at  this  critical  mo- 
ment,  said  Lord  Cathcart,  «  I  was  not  without  hopes  of  wit. 
a^«ing  the  destruction  of  Bonaparte  and  aU  his  army;  but 
Ijefore  the  cavalry  could  arrive  it  became  so  dark  that  no- 
Jing  could  be  distinguished  but  the  flashes  of  the  guns."* 
The  shades  of  night  therefore,  only  put  an  end  to  thS  mur- 
derous battle,  continued  from  noon  till  ten  o.  eiev.^  o'clock 
«  night,    with  the  utmost  skill,   obstinacy,    and  valour,    on 
t«th  sides.     With  that  contempt  of  truth  which  had  so  long 

'■  Wd  Qohcrt's  dispatch.  May  6,h.  f  Bonaparte's  .lispatch,  May  oj. 
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distinguished  the  official  comniunifations  of  Bonaparte,  he 
asserted,  that  «  the  enemy  fled,  and  we  pursued  him  for 
.a  league  and  a  half."*  "The  allies  said  Lord  Cuthcart)  rc~ 
niained  in  possession  of  the  disputed  villages,  and  of  the  line  on 
-which  the  enemy  had  stoodr\  «  We  constantly  kept  the  field 
of  battle— the  victory  was  ours,"  said  Wittgenstein. 

Thus  terminated  the  great  and  important  battle  of  Lutzen, 
in  which  the  gallant  Wittgenstein  commanded  the  allied  army. 
In  it  the  veteran  General,  Blucher,  and  the  Emperor  Alexan- 
dcr  greatly  distinguished  themselves.  The  post  of  honour  and 
of  danger  was  well  occupied  by  the  former;  and  the  latter,  des- 
pising all  personal  danger,  was  found  throughout  the  ranks. 
animating  ^he  men  by  his  presence  and  his  example.  He  rode 
through  the  Russian  lines,  said  the  enemy  in  his  usual  sneering 
manner,  animating  his  men,  by  exclaiming,  «  Courage!  God 
is  with  usrX  This  was  not  the  way,  indeed,  in  which  the  enemy 
animated  his  men-they  did  not  understand  such  language- 
the  feelings  that  it  occasioned  were  foreign  to  their  hearts;. 
"  Before  you  is  Leipsic— phmder  it,"  they  would  have  more 
readily  understood.  Every  man  in  the  allied  army  did  his  duty  on 
this  day;  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  had  there  been  a  lew 
hours  more  of  day  light,  there  would  in  reality  have  been  an 
end  of  Bdnaparte  and  all  his  army.  But  a  more  glorious  field, 
vithiu  hail  of  this  one,  was  reserved  to  accomplish  this  mighty 
object.  The  loss  on  both  sides  was  severe,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility exceeded  what  is  stated  in  the  official  dispatches.  The 
enemy  rated  the  loss  of  the  allies  at  from  25  to  30,000  men, 
nnd  his  own  at  10,000:  equal  to  what,  he  said,  Borodmo  cost 
him.  U  general,  in  his  dispatches,  Bonaparte  rated  the  loss 
of  his  uilversaries  according  to  what  his  own  really  was.  The 
official  accounts  of  the  allies  state  their  loss  at  10,000  men,  and 
that  of  the  enemy  at  15,000  men,  and  UOO  prisoners  with  16 
pieces  of  cannon.  The  enemy  vaguely  stated  that  he  had  tak- 
en  "  some  thousands  prisoners;"  and  it  was  not  till  some  days 

♦  Bonaparte's  dispatch,  May  2d,  10  p.  m 
f  Lord  Cathcart's  dispatch,  May  Cth. 
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alter  the  battle,  when  he  found  the  Russians  claimed  the  pr.- 
miu,g  n.mbor.  that  he  thought  ic  necessary  to  lay  claim  to- 
^00  pnsone..      On  the  side  of  the  allies,  the  Prince       Hes  e 
Homhurgh  was  killed;  General  of  cavalry,  Blucher.  and  Gen  - 
rals  Kanovnnzm  and  Sehamhorst,  wounded.     On  the  part  of 
.0  enemy    General  Gourie   was  killed;  Marshal  Nev,  Co  n 
ttrunr^"^  ""''''''  ^-"-  Chemeneauand  GuiJt: 
Of  the  rmmber«  engaged  on  each  sid.  we  are  left  consider- 
ably  .n  thedark,  except  from  the  narrative  of  the  enemy,  which 
n.ade  the  al bed  army  from  150  to  200,000  strong;  but  1  is  o w^ 
force  .s  not  stated.     But.  fortunately,  he  has  (urrished  us  vv  h 
duta  to- ascertam  U  with  tolerable  accuracy.     In  Ms  first  dis- 
patch we  wdl  find,  that  three  corps  which'were  in  tin"  bat b 
a..  t^.ere  expressly  set  down  at  60,000  men  each,  or  180,000.* 
io  these  we  have  to  add  the  Imperial  guards    hemse.;^    a- 
.ountmg  to  near  40,000  men;  but  as  part  only  were  Stated  to 
liavc  been  in  this  battle,,  we  shall  t;U.   U  i  •  . 

M(  000  men.f    To  these  united  numbers,  we  have  a<rain  to 
a Learmy  under  Beauharnois,  which  wis  some    Xfo  ^ 
ateci  at  1 00.000  stn,ng;  (Moniteur,  April  4th)  but  which   af 
rcle  uctn,g  the  detachmuUs  under  Davoust  aLl  Vandale 
k-nst  Bremen  aad  Hamburgh,   re-enforcem.nts  to  the  g  " 
a  o  Mag.,  burgh,  and  the^osses  it  had  sustained,  would    ill 

tZT. ""  'T  "^"'  ^''''''  j°'-^  «-p-^^  "t  L^ 

ilo  s        r        T"'  eoso  many  the  enemy  admits. 
hi  oh     says  u  consisted  of  two  corps,  the  .5th  and  the  1 1th 

^^^nXsooo'.'T'r '*'''"  "^"'  "^^  ^'--«'» 

paS^l         ',"'''.''  "''"^'^  *"  '^'  «'-^*"'^  divisions  of  a 

jparticular  corps,  when  U  «  more.    Thus,  according  to  tho  one- 

j^irri'L'^rrnLf'::''  ^'"■''"'-"  ^^-^'^  -'^^  ««'^-  -  ^-^-ce  of 

h^L     rl"  ,    ""  /""""  '"  P"'^''^'''"8  'hi,  dispatch  struck  out  ti>o 

blll^'.rj''""''''^ '"  *^  '-♦  •'-'^^"'  -'^'c  upon  lUn.  hacl  with  han  I«  H... 
j ..5^H«ng  ^jiarai,  perhaps  lo.ooo  men. 
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my's  accounts,  his  force  must  have  ainoniiteil  to  250  of  '2(50,000' 
men.  Nor  was  the  whole  of  his  Force  in  this  battle,  for  ho 
expressly  tells  us  that  the  2d  division  of  the  yoiiu-,'  guards,  hull" 
of  the  old  guards,  Oudinot's  corps,  Victor's  corps,  and  Sebas- 
tiani's  cavahy,  werb  not  in  the  battle.* 

That  the  force  of  the  alliea  in   that  quarter  amounted  to 
160  000  men-  is  extreim-ly  pr()b:d>4e,  though  this  number  does 
not  tally   with  Sir   C.  Ste</art's  subsequent  dispatclres,  which 
shall  be  more  particularly  noticed'  in  another  place.     But  it  tin 
ibrce  of  the  allies  at  this  time  was  only  what  these  dispatches, 
as  published  in  the  London  Gazette,  would  have  u«  bfclicvc,  ir 
is  unaccountable  how  Lord  C;ithcart  should  express  himself  iii 
the  strono-  language  he  does,  when  he  looked   forward  to  the 
total  destruction   of  Bonaparte   ami    all   the    French    army, 
a  thing   which  must  have  been  utterly  impracticable  had  the 
number  of  the  allies  been  marry  fewer'  than  the  enemy  states 
them  to  have  beeit;     The  bulletin  of  the  allies  expressly  states, 
that ''  near  50,000  of  our  best  troops  have  not  yet  been  ena;ag- 
cd;"t  and  which  was  perhaps  t!ie  corps  of  Genci.d  Milarado- 
vitch,  which  was'  at  Z^^itz,  With  100  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
Avhich  was  ordered  to  join  the  main  army  on  the  3d.     Includ- 
ing Milaradovitch's  corps,  therefore,  the  aWied  arn^y  perhapj 
atnounted  to  160,000  men  or  upwards,  a  force,  hoWever,  stiil 
very  far  inferior  io  that  of  the  enemy.     It  is  not  in  statemenl; 
such  as  this  that  the  enemy  wanders  from  the  truth,  so  far  as  i 
he  does  in  other  things.     Indeed  he  was  more  apt  to  underrate 
than  over-rate  the  forte  Off  his  antagonists,,  in  <u'der  to  persuad  j 
mankind  that  ihey  couht  not  possibly  succeed  in  opposing  him. 
The  allied'  afniy  remained'  on  the  field' of  battle,  ready  ami 
determined  to  reiiew  the  engageinetlt  on  the  fotfowirtg  morn- 
ing: but  the  entnny,  who  had  been  so  rorfghly  hamlled,  did  notj 
think  it  proper  to  await  the  attack.     Under  cover  of  the  ni<,di; 
he  had  a  recourse  tor  manoeuvre  which  the  allies  were  not  prt 
pared  for,  and  which  he  foresaw  would  gain  him  the  object  fori 
which  he  had  contended.     He  drew  off  his  army  from  tlie| 
bloody  fields  of  Lutzen,  and  marched  to  Leipsic,  from  whence 
Uc  attempted  to  throw  his  whole  force  in  the  rear  of  the  allie' 

•  Bonnparte's  dispaUh,  Miy  2(!,  1813,  10  p.  m. 
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army,  in  order  to  intercept  their  communications  with  Dresden, 
tJieonly  road  by  which  they  could  obtain  citiicr  re-enforqe- 
ijients  or  supplies.     To  prevent  this,  the  allied  army  were  re- 
luctantly  obii^red  to  abandon  the  field   they  had  won,  and  to 
tlill  back  upon  Dresden,  after  having  luliy  sustained  its  charac- 
ter, and  attbrded  a  cheering  prospect  of  vvjjitt  it  would  one  day 
perlonn  against  the  enemies  of  Europe.     The  superiority  of 
uumbers  on  tjie  part  of  the  enen.y,   here  again  enabled  him  to 
appear  the  viqtor.     The  operations  which  he  now  undertook, 
Lould  be  performed  by  Jiim,  even   though  defeated  at  Gros 
Gorchen,   with  a  great  degree  of  ..ecurily.      Wiioever  looks  fit 
the  map  will  see,  that  if  pressed  by  the  allies  he  could  retire  up- 
on  i  organ  and  Wittenberg,  as  sure  points  of  support,  in  the 
midst  ot  a  country  fviendly   to  Jiim.      i'he  allies  on  the  con- 
trary, liad  /lot  a  single  fortified  place  in  their  rear,  on  which 
they  could  form  a  point  of  support,  while  the  enemy  had  not 
only  the  iine  of  the  Elbe,  but  the  fbrtresses  also  on  the  Ime  of 
the  Dder.     Saxony  was  also  their  enemy.     Yes,  to  the  eternal 
disgrace  of  that  country  and  her  Sovereign,  he  refused  to  join 
the  standards  of  freedom  and  independence;  not  an  arm  was 
htted  up  to  assist  the  allies  when  the  whole  country  was  clear- 
«1  of  the  French  tayops;  and  Torgau,  which  had  a  garrison 
altogether  of  Saxon  troops,  was  instantly  j>laced  in  the  hands  ot 
the  enemy,  which  enabled  him  to  cross  the  Elbe  with  perfect 
security,  and  practise  the  same  manajuvrcs  between  the  Elbe 
and  the  Oder,  which  he  was  now  enabled  to  do,  with  the  assist- 
liute  ot  Saxony,  between  the  Saale  and  the  Elbe.     Tims  situ- 
"ted,  the  allied  army  could  not  act  otherwise.     Their  business 
«ai  cauti(m,  till  the  means  of  their  friends  were  more  complete- 
ly organised  mid  ready  to  assist  them.     But  to  the  Knig  of 
Saxony  they  owed  nothing—he  did  every  thing  at  this  moment 
which  could  injure,  thfir  cjx.nse,  and  which  might  have  been 
tital  to  the  liberty  ,Qi"  Europe— Jie  did  what  iio  other  ..Euro- 
pean Prince  did;  namely,  when  his  troops  wwc/n-t'  to  hav'ejoin- 
td  the  allies;  instead  of  doing  so,  he  joined  their  enemies.     On 
their  side  he  would  risk  nothing— but  with  the  mighty  Napo- 
leon every  tiling— to  him  he  voluntarily  linked  his  fortunes,  when 
hecoutd  have  acted  otherwise,  and  of  course  richly  merited  the 
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.^unishinotit  whicli  he  lias  since  received,  thongli  fur  from  be- 
ing equal  to  his  deserts.  Had  Torgau  been  put  in  tlic  posses- 
■  sion  of  the  allies,  and  had  the  Saxon  troops  joined  thcni,  as 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  this  was  promised  to  be  done,  Bona- 
parte coi'.ld  not  have  advanced  in  the  manner  he  did,  and  Sax- 
ony might  have  been  spared  the  miseries  she  afterwards  suffered. 
But  what  appeared  at  this  moment  as  the  greatest  mi&tbrtuno  to 
the  allied  cause,  turned  out  in  defiance  of  the  wish  and  power  of 
Saxony,  more  to  their  advantage,  and  led  their  unprincipled 
foe  i.ito  a  sitaation  where  greater  destruction  and  misfortunes 
awaited  him.  Still  Europe  owes  the  Saxon  Government  no- 
thing  but  contempt  and  indignation. 

The  enemy  eagerly  snatched  the  opportunity  which  tiie  re- 
treat of  the  alUes  afforded  him,,  to  proclaim  himself  the  conquer- 
or at  Lutzen.     French  vanity  and  lalsehood,  had  once  more  lull 
room  to  exert  themselves,  and  the  usuj'l  style  of  boasting  ami 
menace  was  resorted  to,  in  order  to  stifle  truth,  and  to  ahinii 
Europe.     "  We  will  drive  these  Tartars,  into  thciv J'l-ig/it/nl  re- 
gions, which  they  ought  never  to  have  left,     'inhere  let  them  re- 
main, amidst  their  frozen  deserts."  &c.*     Levelling  his  sarcas- 
.tic  artillery  against  Britain,  where  he  knew  the  contents  would 
afford  valuable  materials  to  party  sjjirit  and  dis-.ontent,  he  pro- 
claimed the  events  of  a  day,  which  according  to  his  ideas,  "like 
a  clap  of  thunder,  has  pidverised  the  chimerical  hopes,  and  ii|l 
the  calculations  for  the  destruction  and  dismemberment  of  die 
Empire.     "The  cloudy  train  collected  by  the. cabinet  of  St, 
James's  during  a  whole  winter,  aie  in  an  instant  destroyed,  like 
the  Gordian  knot  by  the  sword  of  Alexander."     The  (iisiis- 
ters  in  Russia  had  not  yet  cured  France  of  ambition  and  vniii- 
ty.     But  the  hour  was  numbered,  that  was  to  accomplish  this, 
and  little  did  this  pest  of  human  nature — this  evil  genius  of 
Europe,  imagine  when  he  spoke  thus,  what  a  Gordian  knot  tlu' 
banks  of  the  Saale  and  Elster  were  tp  see  the  sword  of  Alex- 
ander cut  asunder. 

The  allied  army  commepced  .it8  retreat  m  excellent  order, 
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and  continued  to  fall  back  upon  Dresden,  followed  by  the  cno 

larly  at  Waldheim,  and  again  between  Noessin  and  Wilsdruff 
;n  which,  the  Viceroy  who  commanded  the  advaiwed  corps  of 
tlie  French  army,  claimed  the  advantage,  but  which  were  in 
reahty  in  the  favour  of  the  alhe..     Ney  marched  to  rai.e  th. 
blockade  of  Wittenberg,  while  theremainder  of  the  army  ad 
vanced  towards  Dresden.    On  the  evening  of  the  8th,  Bonaparte 
entered  that  capital,  the  allied  sovereigns  having  lelt  it  thesamc 
mormng  and  after  their  whole  force  had  previously  crossed  the 
Llbe  without  any  thing  remarkable  happening.     On  the  9th 
a  sharp  affair  took  place  at  Prielnitz,  where  the  enemy  was  con' 
.struct.nga  ondge,  and  which  he  accomplished  with  considerable 
loss      On  the  10th,  the  enemy  began  to  pass  to  the  riaht  bank 
ol  the  Llbe.     Ney  had  raised  the  siege  of  Wittenberg;  the  al- 
led  lorces  prudently  retiring  from  before  it;  and  a   French 
force  was  immediately  admitted  mto  the  strong  and  important 
ort..ss  ol    lorgau.     That   place,  which,  with  a  garrison  of 
12,000  men,  Bonaparte  formerly  upbraided,  when  he  supposed 
|>axoay  would  join  the  aUi  -s,  with  suffering  themselves  to  be 
blockaded  by  a  f  v  Cossacks,  now  shared  his  praises  for  their 
nol,le  and   obedient  conduct.     The  Saxon  troops  were  imme- 
dialoly  put  under  the  orders  of  a  French  General,  and  on  the 
hth..  the  Kmg  of  Saxony  returned  from  Bohemia  to  Dresden 
vrhere  he  received,  and  was  received  by  Bonaparte,  with  open 
•satisfaction  and  public  rejoicing.     When  the  allied  Sovereigns 
advanced  and  promised  him  peac^  security,  and  protection,  h« 
|cornod  tiuMi-  invitation,  and  fled  from  their  generous  offer. 
M  no  so.,n-  r  does  the  despotic  and  arbitrary  ruler  of  France 
«itli  his  destnrciive  «iwarm  of  Gallic  locusts,  whose  object  wa^ 
riiin  and  destruction,  arrive  in  his  capital,  ^'^  i  he  hastened  to 
■'"orace  his  friends.     He  had  made  his  choice-Europe  can 
never  forgot  what  that  choice  was.     When  hei  fate,  to  all  ap- 
t'l'i'-ance,  tr. n.l,h>d  in  the  balance,  Saxony  threw  her  weitdit 
"ito  tile  scale  of  injustice,  when  she  had  it  in  her  power  to  have 
acted  otherwise,  with  at  least  equal  safety,  and  more  honour. 
A  few  uiave  men  indeed.  'm<]hfnnnt  .-it  th.-  ^/^n^.,^*  ,a-  .i,„:., 
sovereign  and  tlic  degradation  of  their  couiury,  took  up  arms 
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tn  the  defeace  of  European  independence.  But  these  were  de- 
clared rebels  and  traitors,  and  none  said  it  was  wrong  that  they 
were  so.  While  Bonaparte  remained  at  Dresden,  immense 
re-enforcements  joined  liim,  which  were  not  in  the  battle  of 
Lutzen.  On  the  11  th  May,  the  Viceroy  was  dispatched  from 
the  banks  of  the  Elbe  in  great  haste  to  the  banks  of  the  Po. 
He  was  sent,  says  the  French  dispatch,  upon  a  s,pecial  mission 
to  Milan,  the  patwre  of  which  we  ^haJl  presently  become  ac- 
quainted witlu 

In  the  meantime,  the  allied  army  continued  its  retrograde 
movements  in  such  excellent  order,  that  the  enemy  with  every 
effort,  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  give  them  much  disturbance. 
At  Bautzen,  about  25  miles  .from  Dresden,  and  at  Hochkirch, 
famous  in  the  seven  years  war,  .they  took  up  a  strong  position, 
and  there  awaited  the. approach  of  the  enemy.  Thp  principal 
part  of  the  French  array  having  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  these  places,  Bonaparte,  on  Jie  l$t\\,  ieft  Dresden,  and  on 
the  19th,  arrived  opposite  Baut?en,  which  day  lie  spent  in  re- 
connoitring the  position  of  the  allies.  This  he  fouud  so  strong 
and  advantageously  chosen,  that  to  account  ft)r  the  anny  which 
he  had  beaten  so.completejy  at  Lutzen  and  pursued  so  hotly, 
having  been  able  to  post  themselves  so  advantageously  in  the 
face  of  his  formidable  host,  he  was  a  good  deal  at  a  loss.  How- 
ever, he  was  obliged  to  confess,  that  notwithstanding  the  loss 
of  the  battle  of  Lutzen,  and  eight  days  retreat,  "  it  was  easy 
to  conceive,  how  the  enemy  coyld  still  have  hoj>e  in  the  chance 
of  fortune^"*  and  anxious  to  learn  what  the  intentions  of  the 
allies  were,  and  what  they  intended  to  do  first,  he  inquired  at 
a  Russian  officer,  who  inlbrmed  him<  that  "  they  neither 
wished  to  advance  nor  retire."f  Ti:c  cucmy  was  determined, 
if  possible,  either  to  defeat,  or  force  them  to  the  latter,  and 
which  brought  on  the  sanguinary  but  indecisive  battles  ct 
Bautzen. 

Ney  having  relieved  Wittenberg,  and  left  a  considcrahlc 
S»rce  to  menace  Berlin,  advanced  with  about  20,000  men  to- 
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^anh   Ikutzen,   by   Hoyerswerda.     Lauriston  with   14,000 
men,  was  directed  to  move  in  the  same  direction,  and  after  hav- 
ing uirited  their  forces,  to  throw  themselves  in  the  rear  of  the 
allied  army  by  their  right,  while  Bonaparte  with  the  remainder 
of  his  formidable  force,  attacked  them  in  front,  and  also  endea- 
voured to  outflank  their  left.     Wittgenstein,  who  commanded 
the  allied  army,  perceiving  the  object  which  the  enemy  had 
m  view  by  this  movement,  and  the  danger  to  which  he  would 
be  exposed,  if  it  was  allowed  to  succeed,  sent  on  the   19th. 
according   to  the  accounts  of  the  enemy,    General  D'York 
with   25,000  Prussians,    and   Barclay  de  Tolli  with    18,00(1 
Russians,*  to  attack  the   French    Force  already  mentioned, 
and  prevent  the  dangerous  movement  which  they  had  in  view 
The  exact  strength  sent  by  the  allies  is  not  particularized  by 
them,  but  the  force  sent  out  for  the  purpose  already  mentioned, 
was  admitted  to  be  considerable.     Sir  C.  Stewart  says,  that  it 
was  «  a  strong  corps.-f     The  issue  of  the  expedition  was  com- 
pletely successful.     At  Konigswerda,  General  Barclay  de  Tolli 
fell  in  with  the  corps  under  Laurieston,  "  which  marched  at 
(he  head  of  Moskwa's,  to  turn  the  enemy's  position,"|  and 
after  a  sharp  contest,  which  was  put  an  end  to  only  by  the 
night,  drove  back  the  enemy  at  all  points,  and  took  upwards  of 
1,500  prisoners,  among  whom  were  one  Genera,  of  division, 
Piguerie,  and  also  11  pieces  of  cannon,  besides  a  great  num- 
ber killed   and   wounded.     General   D'Vork   was   still    more 
obstinately  opposed.     Key's  force  was  much  move  numerous 
than  his,  yet  he  did  not  hesitate  to  attack  it,  and  continued 
an  obstinate  combat  with  him  till  11  o'clock  at  nigh t>  when 
the  Prussians  remained  masters  of  the  field  of  battle,    and 
completely  frustrated  the  plan  that  the  enemy  had  in  view. 
ilie  loss   of  the   enemy   was  severe,   and  amounted    by  the 
most  moderate  calculation,  to  3000  kilU«d  and  wounded,  and 
2000   prisoners,^    and    a  number  dispersed.     The  enemy  in 
this  affair  acknowledg.xl  his  loss  at  only  600  men,  2  cannon, 
.I'ul  3  caissons;  and  says,  ihat  General  Perin,  who  was  de- 

•  Prussian  «nd  Russian  offlcisl  accounts  of  the  operations,  but  not  the  numbers. 
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tached  by  Bertrand,  with  the  Kalian  division  to  Konigswerdu, 
to  keep  up  tlie  communication  between  the  corps,  "  7na(lc  bad 
dispositions"  in  consequence  of  which,  at  four  o'clock,  p.  ji.  he 
was  "  assailed  by  a  kourra,  which  tltrevo  some  bHttalions  into  (11$. 
order.*     The  allies  alleged,  that  there  were  some  Frenchmen 
with  this  division;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  this  was  not  the  first 
time,  such  "  hourras"  had  frightened  other  people  as  well  as 
Italians*     The  enemy  attempted,  as  usual,  to  claim  the  victory, 
and  says,   General  D'York's  corps'  would  have  been  "  destroy- 
ed, had  it  not  been  for  the  circumstances  of  the  troops  hav- 
ing to  pass  a  defile,  which  caused  that  they  could  come  up  only 
in  succession;"!  but  why  they  did  not  march  at  that  time  to 
turn  the  position  of  the  allies,  he  dkl  not  condescenu  to  intorrr» 
us:  but  Sir  C.  Stewart  and  Wittgenstein  unravelled  the  mys- 
tery, by  informing  us,  that  they  could  not.     After  tl)is  brilliaiu 
exploit,  the  allied  Generals,  agreeable  to  their  instructions,  re- 
joining the  main  army,  in  order  "  to  wait  with  united  forces, 
the  attack  of  the  enemy,  in  the  position  chosen  for  that  pur- 

pose."t 

Defeated  in  this  important  object,  which  if  successful,  he  cal- 
culated would  have  compelled  the  allietl  army  to  abandon  "  all 
the  entrenchments  which  had  been  erected  with  so  much  juiins,. 
and  the  objects  of  such  great  trouble."^  No  choice  now  re- 
mained, but  with  his  whole  iniited  forces  to  attack  their  en- 
trenchments, and  in  them,  whatever  it  might  cost  him,  to 
overthrow  and  annihilate  the  allied  army.  As  at  Borodino, 
his  situation  was  such,  decisive  victory  could  alone  support 
him  any  longer  the  Lord  of  the  ascendant  in  Germany.  No 
time  was  to  be  lost.  The  clouds  were  collecting  upon  the 
Bohemian  mountains,  which  cast  a  dismal  gloom,  and  indi- 
cated a  mighty  temjiest  lowering  from  that  quarter,  and 
which  a  victory  at  Bautzen  might  serve  to  disperse  or  dispel. 
On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  this  attack  began.  Ney  and  Lau- 
riston  had  joined,  after  their  defeat  on  the  preceding  day. 
Rcgnier,  Sebastiani,  Marmont,  and  Soult  had  all  joined,  so 


that  the  enemy's  f 
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that  the  enemy's  force  was  truly  formidable.     Oudinot  was  to 
pass  the  Spree,  nncl  to  attack  the  mountaii.      /hich  supported 
ihc  left  of  the  allied  army.     Macdonald  to  pass  the  Spree,  be- 
tween Bautzen  and  the  mountains.     Marmont  to  cross  the  same 
river  at  the  bend,  half  a  league  from  Bautzen.     Soult,  who  com- 
manded the  whole  centre  of  the  French  army,  was  to  pass  the 
Spree,  and  «  disturb"  the  right  of  the  allies;  and  Ney,  with  the 
third  corps,  besides  Lauriston's  and  Regnier's,  were  to  push 
lorward  on  Klix,  pass  the  Spree,    and  turning  the  right  of 
the  allies,  «  earn/'  Ney's  head   quarters  from    Wurtchen  to 
Wessenberg.*     Such  were  the  positions  and  objects  of  the 
French  army  on  the  20th  May.     About  noon,  the  cannonade 
began,  and  the  action  continued  for  six  hours  with  great  ob- 
stinacy.    The  enemy  made  the  most  desperate  efforts  in  all  di- 
rections, in  numerous,  compact,  and  close  columns.     But  his 
efforts  were  chiefly  ilirected  against  the  heights  in  the  front  of 
Bautzen,  where  General  Milaradovitch  was  stationed.     This 
brave  General  repulsed  every  attack,  made  on  him  by  the  ene- 
my, who  were  four  times  his  number.     On  his  left,  all  the  at- 
tempts of  the  enemy  were  vain,  but  General  Kliest,  who  sup- 
prted  his  right,  having  been  compelled,  after  a  most  obstinate 
and  admirable  defence,  to  fall  back  upon  the  heights  which  he 
had  so  long  defended;  General  Milaradovitch  was  obliged  to 
withdraw  from  his  position,  retiring  from  Bautzen  and  the 
Spree  river,  and  during  *'  the  night,  he  occupied  the  ground 
marked  out  for  him   in  the  general  line."f     On  the  left,  to- 
wards the  mountains,  Oudinot  was  driven  back  from  every  posi- 
tion which  he  had  gained,  and  on  the  right  of  their  position, 
the  enemy  admitted  he  could  effect  nothing,  and  that  the  allies 
held  the  heights  in  that  part  of  their  line,  and  maintained 
themselves  '•  between   Neyn  corps  and  the  rest  of  the  army."$ 
About  8  o'clock  Bonaparte  entered  Bautzen,  where,  he  says, 
he  was  received  with  the  greatest  joy  by  the  inhabitants,  (Sax- 
ons,) "  who  were   happy  to  find   themselves  delivered  from 
Stein,  Kotzebue,  and  the  Cossacks."^     The  engagement  lasted 
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till  tcH  o'clock  at  night,  with  an  uuiiiterruptcd  fire  o"  uilillciy 
and  musqut'try.  The  loss  on  the  part  of  the  French,  was  GOOU 
men  killed  and  wounded.* 

The  battle  of  the  20th  was  only  the  prelude  to  a  iiioie 
dreadful  and  general  affair  next  day,  in  which  the  whole  force 
and  energies  of  each  army  were  brought  into  action.  On  the 
morning  of  the  21st,  before  five  o'clock,  Bonaparte  in  person, 
with  his  whole  force,  attacked  the  allied  army  in  their  strong 
position,  in  advance  of  Wurtschen  and  Hochkirch.  These 
positions  were  most  obstinately  and  gallanlly  defended  by  the 
allied  army,  against  the  repeated  and  determined  efforts  of  an 
enemy  careless  about  the  loss  of  his  men,  provided  he  accom- 
plished his  object,  and  who  was  also  at  this  time  almost  double 
their  numbers.  Macdonald  and  Oudinot  commenced  the  attack 
on  the  left  towards  the  mountains,  where  Milaradovitch  and 
the  Prince  of  Wurtemberg  were  stationed.  These  Generals 
resisted  their  utmost  ..ffbrts,  and  obliged  them  to  give  way, 
About  noon,  the  enemy  renewed  the  attem{)t,  but  with  no  bet- 
ter succes/ ,  It  was  in  another  quarter,  however,  that  the  ene- 
my mad':  ii '  most  desperate  efforts.  Mamiont  attacked  the 
Centn  n  tor  a  long  time  without  success;  the  cannonade 
iacrcasv.'<i  -  -  -ihe  allies  stood  firm.  Ney,  with  a  large  force  un- 
der his  cornmand,  was  to  attack  and  turn  the  right  wing  of  the 
allies.  Against  it  the  enemy's  efforts  were  principally  directed. 
Ney  advanced  across  the  Spree,  and  by  10  o'clock  had  driven 
back  the  allies  under  dc  ToUi,  and  taken  the  village  of  Prii- 
litz.  General  Kliest  was  ordered  to  this  point;  Ney  was  quick- 
ly arrested  in  his  progress,  and  the  village  of  Prielitz  was  re- 
taken. The  enemy's  plan  now  became  obvious.  Soult  also 
with  a  large  force,  debouched  to  attack  the  right  wing  of  ilic 
allied  army.  About  noon,  Bonaparte  with  his  Guards,  Ge- 
neral Latour's  four  divisions,  and  a  great  quantity  of  artillery 
moved  in  the  same  direction.  Ti»e  vast  superiority  of  num- 
bers on  ihe  part  of  the  enemy,  enabled  him  after  a  dreadlul 
struggle,  to  practice  his  usual  manoeuvres  with  success.  He 
wanted  not  only  to  gain  a  victory,  hut  to  place  his  antagoii- 
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is1s  in  such  n  situation,  lluit  it'  tlcfcatcd,  iht-v  imist  bo  totallv 
•Icsti-oyed.     For  this  purpose,  hu  directed  all  his  attoiition  to 
iiirn  the  right  win^r  of  the  allied  nrniy,  nnd  cut  it  off' from  the 
Oder,  and  its  resources  and  supplies.     Barclay  do  'J  olli  and 
the  troops  in  the  right  wing,  were  now  assailed  by  overwhelm- 
ing numbers.     Repeatedly  the  enemy  hud  been  repulsed,  but 
he  as  often  returned  to  tlie  charge  with  fresh  troops.     To  pre- 
pare for  this  fresh  attack,  the  allies  were  obliged  to  uncover 
ilieir  riglit.     Ney  took  advantage  of  this  circumstance,  and 
jgain  advanced,  retook  the  village  of  IVielitz,  and   marched 
upon  the  right  flank  of  this  part  of  the  allied  army.     Attacked 
oil  all  side?,   Barclay  de  Tolli  was  obliged  to  give  wav.     After 
repeated  efforts  and  a  dreadful  carnage,  the  enemy  obtained 
possession  of  the  villages  of  Klietz  and  Canncrvitz,  from  which 
ilie  force  under  Barclay  de  Tolli  and  Kliest  was  driven.     Blu- 
cher  was  ordered  with  a  part  of  the  force  under  his  command, 
to  the  assistance  of  this  part?  of  the  allied  army,  and  immediate- 
ly  afterwards.  General  D'York  was  directed'to  support  them. 
The  engagement  here  became  most  dreadful  and  sanguinary. 
The  cannonade  was  terrible.     On  the  different  partt  of  the 
field,  about  1500  pieces  of  artillery  were  at  this  moment  in- 
cessantly employed  in  the  work  oi'  destruction.     For  the  mo- 
ment the  career  of  the  enemy  was  checked.     The  conduct  of 
Biiciier,  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  says  Sir  C.  Stew- 
art, was  beyond  all  praise.     The  enemy  having  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  village  of  Krakwitz,    4000   Prussian  cavalry 
charged  the  columns  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  and  retook  the 
place.     All  the  efforts,  however,  of  the  allies  at  this  point  were 
unavailing,  from  the  numbers  of  fresh  troops  constantly  brought 
forward  by  the  enemy.     He,  at  the  same  time,  redoubled  his 
IForts  on  the  left  wing  of  the  allies,  but  without  f^ffect.     Mila- 
radovitch  had  now  «  pushed  forward,  taken  many  cannon  from 
ilie  enemy,    destroyed  some  battalions,    and  was  in  advance, 
Areatening  to  turn  the  left  wing  of  the  French  army."*     At 
tliis  critical  moment,  the  enemy  assaulted  the  batteries  on  the 
Conical  heights,  and  those  on  the  heights  of  Krakwitz,  the 
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latter  of  which  he  carried,  and  also  one  of  the  IbrnitT,  whicii 
commanded  in  a  great  measure  the  position  of  the  allies.     It 
was   now  three  o'clock  in   the   afternoon,    and  "  i/ie  amj/," 
says  the  enemy,  «  v:as  in  the  greatest  incertitude  of  success."* 
The  conflict  became  more  sanguinary  and  severe  every  moment. 
Though  compelled  to  give  way  at  this  point,  "  still  in  every 
other  part  of  the  line,  the  allies  firmly  sustained  the  combat."f 
"  The  instant  was  now  arrived,"  said  Wittgenstein,  "  wherein 
it  was  necessary  to  bring  all  our  means  into  action,  and  risk 
all,  or  put  an  end  to  the  battle.     We  determined  upon  the  lat- 
ter.    To  expose  all  to  the  hazard  of  a  single  day  would  iiavo 
been  to  play  the  game  of  Napoleon.''^     Although  a  general 
assault  by  the  Grenadiers  and  guards  in  reserve,  said  Sir  C. 
Stewart,  might  have  recovered  the  commanding  height  in  the 
Centre,  still  the  pressure  round  the  flank  of  de  loUi  would 
have  compelled  the  allies  to  abandon  it  again;  :^  was,  there- 
fore, resolved  upon  at  five  o'clock  p.  u.  to  draw  off'  the  troops 
from  this  well  contested  field,  which  they  did  "  in  full  day- 
h'ght,  under  the  eyes  of  the  enemy."§     The  rear  being  protect- 
ed by  the  cavalry,  the  army  moved  off'  as  at  a  field  day,  with- 
drawing all  their  cannon,  amounting  to  700  pieces,  without 
their  having  lost  even  the  wheel  of  a  gun  carriage.  ||     Tiic 
troops  were  in  their  position  at   Hochkirch  at  night.     "  Im- 
portant considerations,"^  which  we  shall  presently  become  ac- 
quainted with,  decided  the  conduct  of  the  allies  in  this  measure. 
Bonaparte  attempted  to  say,  that  their  retreat  was  a  flight; 
yet  he  acknowledges,  that  all  that  Macdonald  could  eff'ect  a- 
gainst  the  left  wing,  was  to  push  it  briskly  and  do  it  consider- 
able damage,  and  that  he  himself  wanted  day-light  to  attack 
and  turn  the  next  position  which  they  had  taken.     He  also 
stated,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  he  did  not  find  their 
first  posts,  until  past   Weissenberg,"  that  he  '«  could  not  take 
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a, colours,  <•"""' enemi/ almj,s  canied Uem  otTi;,,.  f.,.,    r, 

*,;  a„d  that  h„«„„/,  ,„„/,,  ..„„;,  ™l*ff "{,"";: 

wh.cl,  w„„  .|,a,  "  .he  E„,pe,.„r  kept  l.»  caval^  7 '  «„  ' 
«.i  U  >™,  „r  sufficicu  number,;  he  .UhC  T„  1  li 
No  p„...  of  these  proceeding,  „„  ,hepa„  of  .he  allL'w    3  jk 

.«.pa.eh  i„,™.c^  „,  .ha,heL.hi„,.,fL:h  ri n/ooT 
..deavounng  ,„  a..„ck  .he  rear  of  ,l,e  allied  array  a.  nlTl' 
Whon  ,he22d.  h„.i„   which  a..e„,p.  he  was  de  1.!^  thh 
..ygrea.  loss,  for  of  all  .hose  which  cnuered  Reicheltcr  1 
.charge  „gau,s.  .he  Russia,,  cavalry,  „o,  a  ,„a„  esc  ^^  ". 

fhc  ba..leof  .he  2,s^  or  as  ,he  e„e„,,  calls  i,,  .1.,,  o'f  W„„s- 
ho„  was  ,^y  severe,  and  .he  loss  ,„„s.  have  exceeded  Z  a" 
Lulzen      Whe„  we  consider  .he  numbers  engaged,  .he  dura 
«»n  ol  .he  ba>.le  fr„,„  half  past  four  or  fi,e  otiock  in  ,^; 

.hich      was  lough,,  u  ™ay  ,.rve  ,„  give  ns  some  idea  of  the 
k«.     Bonaparte  exerted  all  his  milUary  talents  and  n.anceuvre 
l..ch  had  so  often  decided  the  fc.e  of  eu,pircs,  bu.Tn  ,^S 
ay  wuhont  his  usual  success.     He  was  visible  .hroughou.d 

fc  ba..le.     He  acknowh-dgcd  a  loss  on  .he  20.h  and  21s.  afc„. 
.1  Irom    0  to  12,000  men,  more  than  he  ever  acknow  ledS 
-y  ha.tle  before.     1„  the  sa„,e  dispatch  he  stated  the  losd' 
fc  alhe,  a.  18,000  in  wounded,  which,  allowing  .1,  ee  Zt 
•re  dejd,  ,s  2.,000,  a.  .heir  loss,  .„„  aceorL/  !  uZ 
ms      Ihere  ,s  a  conlusion  in  .he  Russian  bulfetin  of  .he 
.    ,  as  reudercd  .n  .he  English  papers,    which  ntak.,  .he 
a„ch  loss  dunng   the  three  days,    only    „,000  men  kill. 
4   .otutded    T'  f""""""^    -''   "■"«  "•■  "-  allies  „,  I  • 
»00      lh,s  .s  clearly  „  ,„is,„ke.     On  the   loth,  according 

,'nc,.d  aeon  on  .he  21s.,  or  9000  for  the  20.h  and  2Ist' 
•  B.»p.,..-.  d,>,u.|„  M.,  CH  ,ni  (  Uu»i.,.  oiii.i.1  ,.„„,■„ 
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while  Bonaparte  himself  allows  a  loss  of  about  12,000  killed 
and  wounded  alone  on  these  days.  The  loss  on  the  '21st 
must  have  been  H',000,  which  I  presume  is  the  real  meaning 
of  the  Russian  bulletin.  Sir  C.  Stewart  says  expressly,  that 
"  the  loss  on  both  sides  was  great,"  but  that  the  enemy's  '•  mu.t 
have  been  enormous"*  an  expression  which  certainly  never  can 
apply  to  3000  on  the  21st,  or  even  to  9000  on  the  20tii  and 
21st.  The  loss  therefore,  it  is  obvious  should  stand  thus,  viz. 
SOOO  on  the  19th,  6000  on  the  20th,  and  14,000  on  the  21st, 
altogether  25,000  men  on  the  side  of  the  enemy  on  these  tlirefe 
bloody  days;  and  on  the  part  of  the  allies  6000  on  the  21st, 
and  perhaps  as  many  on  the  other  days.  There  is  a  degree  of 
carelessness  and  inaccuracy  in  translating  and  publishing  thcso 
official  documents  which  is  highly  reprehensible,  and  of  whicli 
we  shall  presently  see  a  still  more  striking  instance.  The  Rus- 
sians lost  no  officer  of  note.  But  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
the  last  cannon  ball  that  was  fired  by  the  allies  on  the  21st,  said 
Bonaparte,  struck  down  close  to  the  Duke  of  Treviso,  tore  the 
lower  part  of  the  Great  Marshal  (Duroc,)  and  killed  General 
Kergener  on  the  spot."f  Duroc  expired  next  day,  declaring  be- 
fore his  death,  in  an  interview  with  the  Emperor,  that  he  had 
"  lived  an  honest  man;"  a  thing  which  all  lionaparte's  dignitaries 
could  not  say.  While  regretting,  that  he  was  thus  prema- 
turely snatched  from  his  beloved  Emperor,  Bonaparte  remi 
pd  him  that  they  should  not  be  for  ever  separated.  "  D;k. 
(said  he)  there  is  a  life  to  come:  it  is  there  you  are  going  to 
wait  for  me,  and  where  we  shall  one  day  meet  again."  "  Yes, 
replied  Duroc,  but  that  will  not  be  yet  these  30  years,  when 
you  will  have  triumphed  over  all  your  eneniies."|  This  mov- 
ing scene  overcame  the  fine  feelings  of  the  Emperor.  Yet  he 
did  not  weep.  No!  With  his  head  reclined  upon  his  hand,  he 
remained  for  "  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  deep  silence."  It  was 
perhaps  the  first  time  in  his  life  that  the  Emperor  had  ever 
"^pcnt  so  long  thinking  of  another  world,  and  who  he  was  to 
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'»>?et  in  it.     That  such  a  meetiiKr    o«  J,« 

takeph^e  there  can  be  no  d^  "L^  '  e^^^^^^^!  ^^^ 
lor  flesh  and  blood  to  determine.     But  when       1  '^  ""' 

place,  Duroe's  will  not  be  the  only  II  ^^i  ,  7"^  ^''.'^- 
lor  his  arrival.     No!  a  Turk  from  xl    .  ^e  wa.ung 

prisoner-u  Pahn,  a  Piche-nu  Z  fw'  T^  '""^'^"  * 
^u/fbring  in  the  Ma.eluc's  (i^si^  '  'S^'  f""  ":^  ^-^- 
-the  thousands  frozen  in  Ilussiu  2'  n  ^'"-' ^>'^'"^' «  ^'hains 
#in  Europe,  then  free  1^^"^:;^^  "T'"''^  ^"^ 
«ill  burst  their  dread  cereme  t.  ""g"'^^-"!!  these 

-heinin,i.bieian;:^^rL:;^?sti:^rr^ 

moved  lor  thee,  to  meet  thee  at  thy  comi"     I  T"'''^'  '' 

W  ibr  thee,  even  all  the  chief  on^  TZlXtl^:'  '" 
«lup  from  their  thrones  all  the   KinJ   Vr  "  *'"^'» ''a'^- 

^i.ey  shall  speak,  and  sav  H^.^^ :,  ^7'"^'  ""' 
■^alc  as  weV  Art  thou  'beeo.ne  lik  un  o  u'rTf "  '""'"^' 
brought  down   to  the  grave-the  won  "       f'^  ?"'"^'  '^ 

and  the  worms  cover  thee."*  ^''"'"'^  "mier  thee. 

In  the  battles  of  Bautzen  Xho  <.n,.n„.  i     i    . 
f- engaged,  Soult,  Marl  tCi  r  tlf  ^  "-^'t  "'  '" 
of  his  guards  and  the  Saxon  troopf  1  Jdt        T' /^'' "''"'^" 
.his  accumulated  force  could  not  bT  J     fi^^^^^^^  "^'  -" 

counts,  than  300,000  men.     The  force  of  iT        T''""''  ''■ 
^^i-ro.n  150  to  180,000,  though  ShC   t^'f'^^^^'^  ^«> 
Published  in   the  London  Gaze  te    r^,       7u'  '•H^-^cho.,  as 
l^i'^^  ^o  0.,000,  andthe  t:^rSot-7^-^^^e 
l»u>U  ot  the  li^rces  of  the  resnorfivo  ^'"'  ^'^- 

l-.ts  which  had  bocn  received    „nd  fl      1      ? ''""'"'"''  "'^- 

I'"  ^..«hi,  b,  bod,  f,,ord  ;„d  c" ::, '*"  ""•:  "••''"^  '>^«< 

*.t  it  edited  „o  small  de.rree  nf  '""f '"»»  "s  strength, 

h«i  with  fear,  for  ,  el!   of       '"'"  ""?"«'"'"'  '^""''"• 
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!i  point  of  considi'iable  importance  to  have  correctly  stated,  I 
shall  shortly  shew  the  reasons  why  it  appears  to  me  that  there 
is  an  error  in  the  publication  of  the  dispatches  alluded  to,  rela- 
tive to  the  preceding  numbers. — First,  because  we  have  already 
seen  that  W  ttjrenstein  said  near  50,000  of  their  best  troops 
were  not  cn<msTed  at  Lutzen,  and  which  were  the  troops  under 
Platoft",  Milaradovitch,  &c.  at  Zeitz  and  Dresden.  Barclay  dc 
ToUi  joined  at  Bautzen  with  a  force  estimated  at  25,000  nieii, 
which  numbers  united  were  greater  than  all  the  force  here  stat- 
ed to  have  fought  at  Bautzen;  and,  besides,  Langeron,  Suas 
and  Klicst  had  also  joined  at  Bautzen,  or  before  it.* — Secoiul- 
ly,  if  the  allied  army  had  been  only  65,000  strong,  it  is  hardly 
possible  that  they  could  have  had  700  pieces  of  artillery,  which 
the  Russian  official  bulletin  stated  expressly  that  they  had,  and 
that  they  had  brought  these  off  in  safety. — Thirdly,  because  if 
the  allies  had  been  only  65,000  strong,  they  could  scarcely  de- 
tach from  the  main  position,  in  face  of  the  enemy's  mighty 
force,  38,000  men  to  Hoyerswerda;  and  though  the  French 
accounts  probably  exaggerate  that  force,  yet  we  know  iVoiii 
other  authority  that  the  force  detached  was  very  considerable.— 
Fourthly,  had  the  force  of  the  allies  been  oidy  65,000  men, 
their  loss  in  the  battles,  would  have  left  such  a  small  force 
when  compared  to  Bonaparte's,  even  allowing  it  to  have  been 
120,000  men,  that  it  would  have  placed  the  allied  army  com- 
pletely at  his  mercy;  and,  therefore,  he  never  would  have  con- 
cluded an  armistice  upon  any  terms,  much  less  upon  tcrm^ 
disadvantageotis  to  him.— Fifthly,  because  errors  do  take  place 
in  throwing  off  the  Gazette,  as  was  seen  in  another  dispatdi 
from  the  same  hand,  relating  the  arrival  of  the  Russian  re- 
serves, under  Benningsen,  where  several  copies  of  the  Gazette  | 
had  18,000  as  his  force,  instead  of  80,000;  other  cxiimpks  ot, 
a  similar  nature  might  also  be  advanced. — Lastly,  because  al- 
ter the  rupture  of  the  armistice  80,000  men  were  detached  I'nm 
this  army  into  Bohetnia,  while  about  100,000  remained  under! 

•  "  The  Prussians  have  got  several  new  corps  coixic  up,  and  tlio  Uussi.ins  scvern  I 
Lliousands  convalescents.  Baniluy  de  Tolli's  rc-cnforcenicnt i  cxp'''-'""'  ''»  '  ''■""I 
li.iy-."     Sir  ('.  Strwart'H  disi!i.tc!n  M»v  1 'I'l':  l«l"- 
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"'"■l«-,  <;^,0«.,,  ,„■  else  „|,  ^^:;^^Zll^''1°'"  "" 
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I       ^     Uu.s.on  horn  lurgat,,    to  n^enace  Berlin,  but  fining 
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that  lie  would  luivc  cn(ni!i;h  to  do  with  nil  his  toivf,  thoy  wore 
recalled,  and  marched  on  the  22d  to  join  the  Clrand  Army.     In 
consequence  of  which,  Berlin  was  iVced  from  alarm,  and  Bu- 
low's  corps,  with  some  others,  advanced   to  the  Elbe,  and  in 
the  rear  of  the  enemy;  while  Woronzow,  widi  some   Kus>,iaa 
troops,  observed  the  important  fortress  of  Magdeburgli.     The 
ivUied  army,  in  the  meaiv  time,  continued  its  retreat;  and  alwri- 
doninrr  Brcslaw,  the  capital  of  Silesia,  they,  to  the  ivstonishinoiil 
of  nil,  instead  of  passing  tlie  Oder,  and  keeping  completely  open 
their  communications  with  the    Northward  and    East,   fioni 
whence  thoy  derived  tlwir  supplies  and  resources,  the  main  bo- 
dy turned  in  a  Southerly  and  Westerly  direction,  and  took  up 
a  position  in  the  strong  country  round  Sc-hcweidnitz,  stretcliinfr 
from  the  Oder,  above  Breslaw^  Westward  to  the  Bohemiiiii 
frontier.     As  it  was  obvious  that  this  movement  on  tlieir  part 
was  the  result  of  choice,  not  necessity,  it  couJd  only  have  ]m)- 
ceeded  from  their  certainty,  at  the  time,  of  the  friendshii)  amf 
future  co-operation  of  Austria.     At  any  rate,  the  enemy  coiiki 
now  advance  no  further  without  tlic  most  imminent   daiiircr. 
He  could  not  turn  their  present   position  on  the  West  side. 
without  violating  the  Austrian  territory,  and  if  he  advanced 
across  the  Otler  to  attempt  it  from  the  Eastward,  they  wen 
ready  to  throw  themselves  in  his  rear,  and  cut  Wm  off' from  tin 
Elbe;  while,  if  they  kept  him  where  Iw  was,  the  forces  under 
Bulow,  constantly  accumulating,  menaced  his  rear,  and  all  his 
communications  from  the  South  side.     To  prevent  this,  and  hi 
make  another  attempt  ivpon  Berlin,  the  enemy  detached  Oud- 
inot  with  a  considerable  force.     On  the  28th  May,  General 
Bulow  met  him  at  Hoycrswerda,  and  after  an  obstinate  com- 
bat defeated  him  with  the  loss  of. 3000  men,  and  rendered  lii'^ 
plan  completely  abortive.     The  French  claimed  the  fictory,  :i> 
usual,  but  gave  a  curious  reason  why  they  did  not  advance  iii- 
tei*  it.     «  The  enemy  (said  Oudinot)  came  to  attack  me  in  tluj 
position  of  Hoycrswerda,  where  I  am,  and  where  J  am  detain 
ed  expecting  the  division  of  General  Gruyere."*     From  tlii-| 
period,  the  corps  under  Bulow,  and  others,  had  nothing  to  op 
pose  them  on  that  side,  and  detachments  were  sent  out  in  a 


llliunburgh,  was  si 


*  Oudinot's  dispatch,  May28tl),  1813, 
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direction..,  which  apjiroathod  to  the  ven-  gates  of  Leipsic  and 
m>n  .ntcrcopto.1  the  supplies  a.ul  re-enforceinents  mlvuncin'ir  to 
to  encny.  o,.  the  road  bctw.ei,  Zwekuu  uiul  Chenu.itz,  com- 
plctc'ly  111  his  rear. 

The  retreat  of  the  main  ar.ny  from  the   Upper  Elbe,  as 
nnght  oas.ly  have  been   foreseen,  lai,l  open  the    unfortm.ate 
Intyot   Hamburgh,  and  all   tlie  lower  part    of  that  river,  to 
.e  forces  of  the  eneniy.     After  a  good  <Ieal  of  skirn.ishing,  the 
rcnch   under  Davoust,  succeeded  in  entering  that  city!    In 
liliose  operations  he  was  aided  and  assisted  by  the  Danes,  who 
jnad  here  a  considerable  military  force  of  upwards  of  10,000 
linen.     '«  De.iu.ark  acted  with  us,"*  said  Bonaparte.     To  her 
.tcrual  shame  and  disgrace  she  did  so,  with  a  willing  and  an 
.:«or  n.,nd.     To  her  may  be  attributed  all  the  woes  and  mi- 
iH'nes  ol  Hamburgh-to  her  and  all  her  dominions  no  part  of 
lie  deliverance  of  Europe  is  owing.     .She  had  not  even  the 
-aino  excuse  as  Saxony,  that  she  was  exposed  to  the  anger  and 
yscMtment  ol   Bonaparte,  by  his  immediate  advance;  of  this 
W  could  have  no  dread,  and  her  force,  if  joined  to  the  allies  in 
Ilamburgl,,  was  sufficient  to  defy  all  the  efforts  of  Davot.st  to 
Ponctrate  n.  that  (|uarter.     But  she  chose  a  more  disgraceful 
'■id  ignobler  part,  one  that  cannot  and  that  ougla  not  to  be 
.-utten  l)y  Europe.     Her  conduct  was  deceitful  and  odious.  ' 
» sooner  was  B<maparte  overthrown  in  Russia,  than  she  made 
er  court  to  the  allies,  which  Bonaparte  opeidy  declared  that 
econn.ved  at;  no  sooner  did  he  appear  at  the  head  of  a  fresh 
m.,  and  the  allies  were  obliged  to  retreat  before  him,  than 
Itaimark  eagerly  clung  to  the  hope  of  his  invincibility,  willin^dv 
Ind  strenuously  supported  his  cause,  and  forgot  all  her  protes'a- 
"onsto  the  allies.     Nor  did  a  single  dissentient  voice  in  Den- 
«'">K  say  the.r  Government  was  wrong.     No,  not  even  Nor- 
«ay,  about  which  so  much  noise  has  been  made-then  was  the 
.^H)n>ont  for  its  inhabitants  to  have  come  forward  and  disobey- 
IWthe  acts  ot  their  Government,  proclaimed  their  own  inde- 
IPm.lence,  and  assisted  Europe  in  recovering  hers.     Did  they 
I  oso_no-they  fought  against  her  to  the  last-they  linked 
riiemselves  to  Bonaparte,  and  tVom  him  let  them  demand  pity 
|-Jroin  him  let  tliem  claim  their  reward. 

•  Bonnparte's  dispatch,  June  7th,  igj5. 
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Tcttonborn,  ncrociillc  to  the  orders  lu'luid  rrrcivcd,  cvnru  . 
atcd   Ilambnrtfli   iiiul  ri'trtntcd  up  the   !'',ll)e,    wlioro  lie  wns 
joined  by  jtart  »)f  the  iSwcdish  tn)oj)s,  iind  wlicrc  Ids  coiiimmii- 
cations  wiTc  ojjt'ii  with  the  armies.     lIenod()ul)t  U'ft   Hum 
biirgl)  and  it>;  unfortiiiiato  citi/rns  with   rrffrctj  but  it  was  not 
at  Hamburgh  where  the  future  tiitc  ot"  that  city  and  of  lOnroix. 
was  to  b','  decided.     Davoust  havin<^  entered  the  plaee,  iod 
considering  from  t!iat  moment  hisfjossession  as  pennanetil  md 
secure,    began  a  system  of  tyranny  most  tlisgraceful  to  liic 
French  name,  and  wliieh  ages  will  not  wipe  away.     Imir.riiso 
contributions  were  im]X)sed  upon  tlie  inhabitants,  and  cvoiy 
species  of  indignity  and  misery  were  lieaped  upon  them  witli  nii 
unsparing  hand.     Bonaparte  had   threatened    them   with  liis 
vengeance,  and  he  sent  a  very  lit  agent  to  put  it  in  exet-iitioii. 
His  proclamations  will   stand  upon   record,  an  indeliivk'  di*,- 
grace  to  the  nation  to  which  he  belongs;  and  the  iniiofnii 
blood  there  shed,  all  the  waters  of  the  Seine  will   not  wnsli  n- 
way.     Immense  fortifications  were  begun  to  be  constructed,  In 
orders  of  Bonaparte,  who  was  determined  to  make  Hanihiirgb 
a  fortification  of  the  first  rank.     All  the  inhabitants  were  ob- 
liged to  work   upon  them,  and  even  tlie  feniales,  without  dis- 
tinction of  age  or  sex,  as  a  punishment  for  their  endeavours  to 
escape  from  the  tyranny  of  the  lawless  hordes  ol'  France.    To 
such  a  height  did  this  odious  despotism  reach,  that  four  per- 
sons were  not  allowed  to  m^iet  in  the  streets  together,  nay,  even 
^'  Ladies  collecting  in  the  same  manner  shall  be  separated  by 
an  armed  force;  and  for  disobedience  shall  be  arfested,  'Mp- 
ped  "iiith  rods,  and   imprisoned;"*  and  dure  the  nation  who 
produced  a  monstqr  like  tliis  call  themselves  civili/e<l,  ami 
brand  others  with  the  appellation  of  barbarians!  Kubespicrif 
was  a  cypher  to  such  wretches  as  these.     At  Bremen  siuiiliU'  I 
measures  of  severity  were  resorted  to,  and  several  of  its  inhabi- 
tants wore   shot  by  that   cold-blooded   monster   Vandiiiiimc  j 
Yet  Davoust  and  he  dare  to  lift  up  their  heads  in  society;  iiiiy, 
with  regard  to  the  former,  it  is  asserted  in  France,  he  was  justi- 
fied in  ^hat  he  did,  because,  forsooth,  it  was  tor  the  honour! 
cif  the  French  nation — the  honour  of  the  FVcnch  nation!  How] 
*  Ilogendorp's  order,  by  command  of  Davousfi  Haraburgli,  August  23d,  1813. 
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'n.e  rapid  advance  oi"  tl.e  F.-oneh  leader  with  all  his  force. 
liter  his  Juvountf  systeiu  ol'  eiidc-avonrinrr  t  -i  -.  * 

'"i"'- '"-  <>'•  I-  -•.... wil;: :::,;;,::;;,  ;,^'"  '"■■ 

.nd    .s„  ,,0,1  „|,o„  one    l(  1,„  „,  „„,  ,„,^.^,^^,.„  ";^ 

.as  .l,™l,y  .ncoase.  -n,u  „„,  „,  ,,„„.,,„  ft.|.',,„  , Z'": 
k..ow,i  t,>  h„r„|,c,  wIr.,,  an  ov,.„t  i„„k  ,,|,„,:  ,,.|,,,.,/   '  '  •  7 

f  .i,owo,.K,  ,„„  „,,„„  f„...hc.,„<,„.ji"t., :  nt 

Icssa-  c.v,ls,mly,  ,„  ,,|„„.,.  |,i,„  ,„,„  jiffi,,,  ™ 

*.„,.<.,,.     0„  tl,c  1,1,  „r  June,  „„  urmi^icew..   ™  ,?'' 

two™  ,1,0  I,o,,ik.  „„„!«,  ,„.,„„  n,r  ,i,  wcX  „,n 

previons  „ot,cc'  bv  0  t  ,o,-  ,»irtr    ...1.^  •  "  ^ 

.  considerable  „a,.,i„„  of  Si,e.ia  wl.id. Hw    a  d 7      '" 
..0  Brcslaw,  H„,„„„rgh  „,  .„  remain  i,pLob    of  T 
jow.  „  iebhdd  i.a...«d,„e,  „,,ie„,  ,,1^21^ 

;™i.i.  whiebide,,,  „e.„e..  J':,,  :i7.:'  r:!:'- 

icnd,  an,l  ala,-,n  1„,  e„en,ie,,  will,  the  .houghu  .ha,  uCZ 
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broken  down  as  to  be  gliul  to  call  for  mercy  from  him.  Tlio 
King  of  PniHsia,  bowcvcr,  who  was  certainly  better  authoriiv, 
expressly  stated  that  it  was  Honaparte  who  nolicited  tlit  aniii- 
rtice  from  the  allies,  and  which  put  a  dilFcrent  face  npon  afVairs'. 
The  enemy  eagerly  snatched  this  short  brealhing-tiinc  to 
abuse  the  Prussian  Landstruni,  the  calling  out  of  wliich  he 
chi»racteri/cd  as  not  like  the  act  of  any  civili/ed  nation,  and  to 
sneer  at  Wittgenstein,  who  had  now  resigned  tiio  conunand  of 
the  allied  army  into  the  hands  of  Barclay  de  Tolli,  u  stniior 
olFicer,  while  the  Prussians  were  placed  under  the  sole  coin- 
niand  of  lllucher.  Wittgenstein  had  balllcd  his  utmost  elli)it>,, 
and  he  acted  wisely  not  to  play  the  ganjc  of  Napoleon  hv 
risking  all  in  one  day;  and,  us  n\  Russia,  the  enemy,  before  the 
end  of  the  campaign,  found  that  the  conduct  of  the  allied 
Generals  excited  very  dillerent  feelings  than  huighter  and  rich- 
cule.  He  triumphed  a  little  in  outward  shew — but  that  \vii> 
of  short  duration.  "  Since  the  commencement  of  the  cam- 
paign," said  he,  "  the  French  army  has  delivered  Sioionv, 
conquered  the  half  of  Silesia,  re-occupied  the  3'2d  nT'litary  di- 
vision, and  confounded  the  hopes  of  our  enemies.  The  Dukis 
of  Cambridge  and  Brunswick,  princes  of  the  House  of  En^r- 
land,  Arrived  in  time  at  Hamburgh  to  give  more  cclai  to  tin; 
success  of  the  French.  Their  journey  was  reduced  to  this— 
tfu'j/  arrived  and  saved.  Ihemselves." — ( lionaparte's  dispatch, 
June  27th.)  It  would  have  been  fortunate  for  the  Emperor 
and  the  French,  if  their  journey  hail  been  attended  with  a  >i- 
milar  result,  for  though  the  Ides  of  March  were  past^  the  ISth 
and  19th  of  October,  days  equally  daiigerous  to  tyrants,  were 
not  arrived. 

But  it  is  now  time  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  Peninsiihi, 
wljcre  aniiirs  of  tiie  greatest  importar^e  were  taking  place. 
*'  Far    from   evacuating  Spain,    fresh    troops    are    marching 

*  "  The  enemy  has  proposed  aii  armistice," — King  of  Prussia's  proclamation, 
Junt'5th,  18 13.  And,  further,  in  an  Address  published  ta  the  inhabitunts  of  litr- 
lin,  by  the  Prussian  Government,  it  says,  "  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  Kinj;  of 
Prussia  only  granted  tills  armistice  totlie  French  Emperor,  after  timv  npplicuiin!, 
and  then  only  upon  the  mediation  of  Austria." — Berlin  Gazette,  IHth  August;  and 
the  Petersburgh  Gazette,  Aug.  17tli,  says,  tliat  it  was  the  enemy  who  demanded  the 
sui.^cubioii  uf  arms. 
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fl..thc.-V«v.  i</.«^,  fot;,e   French  .h,na.U,^no  lun.an  rfTart 
ran  prevent  .t^  .M   the- haughty  despot,  tluon,i.  his   u.,„l 
or,.u,  upon  the  h:st  cby  of  1H,2.    «  Certainly"  echoed  hisacl 
nm-cM.  on  thH  sule  of   the  water,  who  for  , ear.  had  accustom- 
n    Iheniselvo.  to  n.ea.ure  merit  by  success,  certainly  the  Mo- 
mtenr  .s  correct,  "  the  contest  in  the  Peninsula  is  hopele  Jl 
the  notion  o    dnvn.^.  the   IVonch  out  of  Sp.i..  i.  j,„  J 
-1  all   the  el  orts  o.  Great  Britain  cannot  rescue  Spain  L. 
the  «raspo    Prance^."     Lord   Wellington  was  of  a  di/Ierent 
<'l>".K.n.        o  Ins  authority  the  nation  bowed-he  understo  J 
llie  matter  belter.  uhulisiooci 

I  have  elsewhere  tahen  a  brief  review  of  the  occurrences  of 
last  campaign,  and  shall  now  procce.l  to  notice  the  still  more 
plonous  and  nnportant  events  of  this.     On  the  1st  Jan.  1811 

-  left  Lord   Wellin,.  .  in   the  free  and  undisturb.l  p  ^ 
session  o    all  P.>rtu.al_.,e  important  fortresses  of  Badaios 

-  ICmdad  Uodri,o-the  provinces  of  Granada,  Mr 
A.U  alus>a,  Lstremadura,  part  of  Valencia,  and  New  Castib 
...  the  south;  Gallicia,  Asturias,  most  of  Leon,  part  of  b! 
oay  and  old  Castile  in  the  north.-while  patriotic  bands  kept 
.1.0  nK>nntan.o»s  districts  of  Navarre,  Arragor,  and  Catalonia. 
m  constant  alarm,  and  rendered  the  enemy's  forces    hero  nerl 

;ctly  miserable.  Much,  however,  yet  re.nained  to  l,e  oonc 
ll.e  enemy  still  held  the  capital,  most  of  the  northern  Pro- 
v.nces,  and  ahnost  all  the  stro.g  and  important  fortresses  in 
tiio  kn.gdom.  Anotncr  campaign  of  gi-cat  dinieulty  and  dan- 
ger was  yet  to  take  place,  an.l  our  Great  Leader  set  about  the 
l.rq.arat.ons  necessary  to  open  and  to  carry  it  on  with  cflect, 
«ith  Jus  characteristic  ardour,  and  that  judgment  for  which 
!.e  .s  so  ren,arkablc     Every  attention  was  paid  to  recruit  and 

he  ehorts  of  the  General  were  cheerfully  seconded  by  Iho 
'ovornments  ior  which  he  fought,  but  more  particniarfy   by 

».am.  Supphesol  n.en,  and  every  necessary,  continued  to 
e  forwarded  tohm.,  so  that,  by  the  time  the  scascm  arrived 

loi  active  operations,  he  found  himself  at  the  head  of  the  mos^ 
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*  Monitour,   Poc^lst,   !ftl2. 
\  Mr.  Cur«en,  House  of  Conmioiur. 


t  Lord  Miltuij,  auil  otlieis. 
§  Mr.  Wlutlwead,  do. 
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numrrous  ami  Ixv-^t  appointt.'i.l  nnny  t'versccii  in  t)u;  IVniiLsu!;!, 
over  vvliicli  ho  had,  by  tlic?  wise  measures  of  ihe  Siiatiish  (io- 
vernmciit,  obtained j  in  military  alFairs,  tlie  whole  direction 
and  absolute  controul.  Public  expectations  were  sanguine, 
aor  were  these  expectations  disappointed. 

Tlie  terrible  disasters  which  France  had  suffered  in  tin- 
North,  and  the  danijer  which  menaced  l)er  on  the  side 
of  Germany,  rendered  it  utterly  inijiossible  for  her  to 
send  any  considerable  re-enforcements  to  Spain.  On  the 
contrary,  she  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  withdrawinj^ 
a  considerable  number  of  veteran  b.ittalion  officers  to  re- 
place, in  her  armies  forming  on  the  Mayne,  the  ravajjos 
of  tlie  Russian  campaign,  and  wnosc  places  were  supplied  by 
raw  troops  from  France.  Tiiese  with  a  few  consciipts  I'rom 
the  southern  departments  of  France,  and  what  troops  could 
be  spared  from  the  principal  garrisons,  formed  all  the  addition 
which  tlie  French  army,  so  much  exhausted  in  last  campaign, 
could  receive  at  the  opening  of  this.  Nevertheless,  the  army 
was  still  formidable,  at  least  173,000  Frencli  lrooj)s  were  still 
in  Spain;  of  these  32,000  were  with  .Suchet  and  Dccaen  in 
Valencia  and  Catalonia,  under  the  conunand  of  the  former 
officer;  10,000  of  the  army  of  ti.e  Nortii,  in  Biscay,  under 
CafFaicUi;  and  about  90,000  of  the  armies  of  Portugal,  the 
Centre,  and  the  South,  under  Soult,  Jonrdan,  and  Chui/.cl, 
commanded  by  the  first  of  these  (lenerals.  About  11, ()()() 
were  in  the  dilferent  fortified  places  which  the  enemy  still  held. 
To  the  above  should  be  added  the  number  of  convalescents 
that  might  have  joined  the  army. 

To  oppose  these.  Lord  Wellington  had,  under  his  immedi- 
ate command,  90,000  men,  viz.  'l.,3,000  Hriti^-h,  30,000  Portu- 
guese, .and  1j,000  Spaniards.  Under  Sir  .lohn  Murray  at 
Alicant,  about  20,000  British  and  Sicilians,  besides  several 
Spanish  armies  imder  Elio  and  others,  in  a  state  to  take  the 
field,  amounting  to  at  least  50,000  men,  besides  Guerilla  par- 
ties and  other  corps  at  that  time  less  efficient;  so  that,  consi- 
dering the  situation  of  the  enemy,  from  the  numerous  strong 
fortified  place-  wliich  he  held,  and  tlie  natural  strength  of  the 
provinces  which  he  possessed,  the  force  may  be  considered  a^ 
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pretty  nearly  ecjual  but  any  thing  that  is  of  it  -'a  favour  of  the 
enemy.  Spam  had  U  not  in  her  po.er  to  make  the  exertion! 
.Inch  were  necessary  to  secure  her  independence,  owing  to  he 
d.s«rgan.zed  state  of  the  provinces  so  lately  freed  from  the  ene! 
my;  but,  nevertheless,  these  were  organizing  fast,  and  auuut  to 
e  rendered  a  certain  and  extensive  .ource  of  supply,  before 
the  conclusion  of  the  campaign.  ^  ^  ^ 

The  enemy,  perceiving  the  storm  that  was  collecting  against 
i..n  .n  the  south,  under  a  leader  whose  powers  all  SisTo 
expenenced  Generals  dreaded,  endeavoured,  by  overwhelX 
numbers,  and  unremitting  diligence  bordering  upon  rasW 
to  stnke  a  decisive  blow  in  Germany,  which  nfigh't  pa^^^ 
..cm.es  there;  and  enable  him  to  spare  supplfes  to  hifar   " 
in  Spam,  before  the  season  for  active  operation,  in  that  com 
|.y  amved.     But  in  this  he  was  most  completely  dis  ppor; 
ythe  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  his  antagonists  '  ^u,t 
however,  had  been  called  away  to  Germanyf  and  the  Von.: 
mnd  of  the  army  opposed  to  Lord  Wellington,  int  uLd  To 
MarshalJourdan    famous  in  the  revolutionary  ^ar    aTdlo; 
l;;;  "^'  "■"  "'^^^  ^^'-^^'^^'^^^  ^--  ^"'  fort^neinZ 
After  the  close  of  the  last  campaign  between  the  re^lar 
arm.e^  the  Guerillas  were,  as  usual,  very  active.     NeSl 
compelled  the  French  to  spread  themselves  over  the  cru„Tl^ 
-n  or<  ler  to  collect  supplies,  where,  at  the  same  time,  th^on^ 
-tted  the  greatest  robberies  and  oppression.     These  Cut 
js  gave  the  Guerilla  leader  daily  opportunities  ofVuttTn  " 

OS   ble  to""     "        '''"•     ^"'  ^'  '""^'^  -*--  '^  -  hardly 

o...ble  to  g.ve  any  connected  account.-Amongst  the  most 

conspicuous,  was  the  action  between  Longa  and  the  ^2 

General  Fromant,  on  the  29th  November,  1812,  close  tHh^ 

towno   Sedano.     The  French  force  amoLnteiotoo;^^^ 

bmg  the  anhabuants;  Longa  met  him  at  the  place  already 
"^.    oned    on  h.s  return  to  Burgos  with  his  spoSs;  and.     tor 

-    I^c  town  of  Sedano,  and  fbr  two  leagues  alon^-  the  m^^ 
they  were  pursued,  more  than  -i 
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uiimbcr  of  wounded,  were  left;  490  prisoners,  'J  small  Ciumorf. 
all  their  bajji^age,  milsqucts,  canip  kettles,  &c.;  all  the  brandy* 
biscuit,  bacon,  and  other  things,  of  which  they  had  robbed 
the  inhabitants,  were  taken,  and  sixty  of  the  respectable  iii- 
'labitants  were  relcBseil,  whom  the  enemy  were  conducting  to 
Bnrtros  as  ho8t:»ges,  till  the  contributions  which  they  had  levied 
were  paid.  Cicneral  Froniaut  ainl  several  other  officers  were 
killed."*  Mina  was  also  constantly  aiid  usefully  employed, 
To  tlie  I'kh  June,  in  various  actions,  he  had  occasioned  the 
enemy  a  loss  of  '2,500  men.f  In  Catah)nia  also,  numerous  and 
severe  actions  took  place  with  various  success,  and  attended 
with  nn>cli  bloodshed  snnl  loss  to  both  parties.  In  various 
other  })arts  oi'  Sjiain  the  Ciuertlla  system  of  warfare  was  pur- 
sued with  success  against  the  enemy,  during  the  winter  and  the 
spring  of  this  year. 

In  the  interim  of  active  operations,  the  Marquis  of  M'd- 
lington  paid  a  visit  to  Cadiz,  where  he  was  received  with  every 
mark  of  respect  and  regard;  and  having  arranged  with  the 
Cortes  the  operations  and  measures  necessary  to  be  followed 
during  the  ensuing  campaign,  he  returned  to  tht  army. 
The  openiirg  of  the  campaign  was,  however,  delayed  till  a 
late  period,  owing  to  the  coldness  and  backwardness  of  tht 
spring,  which  prevented  any  forage  being  oljtained  for  the  ca- 
valry, a*i  the  supplies  in  the  country  had  l>een  completely  cx- 
hairstcd. 

Tlie  Uritish  army  on  the  east  coast  of  Sjiain,  composed  ol 
British,  Sicilian,  and  other  foreign  troops,  amounting  to 
about  20,000,  were  assembled  at  Alicant,  and  were  now  uiidcr 
the  command  of  Sir  John  Murray.  Suchct  occupied  a  stronc; 
position  upon  *he  Xucar,  with  about  23,000  men,  and  oc- 
casionally advanced  considerably  to  the  southward  of  that  ri- 
tter.  The  British  army  having  made  a  movement  in  advanc( 
from  Alicant,  m  conjunction  with  a  S{ianish  division  which 
was  in  advance  near  Yecla,  the  latter  were  attacked  by  Sii- 
chet  while  detached  from  the  British  force,  and  on  the  lllli 
April,  compelled  to  fall  back  towards  Castelhi,  with  consider 
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Letter  to  Mcndizabcl,  Nov.  30lli,  ISI'J. 
dispatches  to  June  Htti,  iHlS,    Conciso,  July  I't. 


3: 


i;> 


aWe  los,.     On  .  .e  12.1,,  ,l,e  sarrison  of  Vallena  .unencfcro  , 
•o  .he  c„e„,y,  ate  a  ..ifln.g  ,.„is,.„ee,  a„j  a.d.e.  „„„i;„;, 
hH  adv»„co  upo„  tl,a  limisl,  amy,  wJu,,  fearing  of,,     an 
roacl,     l„ul   o„„c..„.r.,c.,l    .,,o.„sdvc.    a.  Ca..cl     O     Z 

P«..,o„,  Ihelrftofwhicl,,  covorcdhv  Ocoraf  Wl  .i,,"       • 

i».s,o„,  1.0  o„dcavo„,.„i  .„  .„„, ,:,,,  „„,,  „,,::': 

..y   .«  advance  and  .„  „,,,n.„ad,  ,„  ,h,.  vc-y  p„in.  o '  ,h  i  ■ 
bayonc.^  wW„  .1,.,,  in,„,odia.cly  cl,a,-gcd,  and,  in  a  ™„  e,  ' 
..or  l,rew  .l,en,  w,.l,  a  |„.„digi„„s  carnage.     The  cncn,y   fen 
»ugl„  »a,«y  n,  a  ,,„ick  rCca.  fi„„,  „„,  fi,ld  c-  l„„|e.  "J^, 
was  ,oon  converted  n.to  a  fligl,,:  he  wa»  pureed  .„  a  cli  le 
.ble  d,.,ance.  and  „bhge,l  „.  .-c-ace  hi,  ....p,  ,„  ,,;,  fo~  , 
.  .ons  on  .he  Xuca,-.     Hi,  ,o.  was  aboa.  ,„oo  ,„.,^  „„j  £ 
of  .1  e  BnlHl,  .™y  1090  men.     The  inferiori.y  of  .fe  „|,io    ° 
«.va:,-y,  alone  enabled  .he  ene.ny  .o  make  hi,  .-Lea.  wi  h  ^m" 
pra„ve  »h..y.     Sir  John  Mnrraysay,  in  hi,  dispatch  .Ap"  I 
.h,  "  that  more  than  800  of  the  enemy  were  bnried  afC 
place,  ,n  f,o„,  „(  the  British  line,  which  cx.ended  „e.r  wo 
miles  in  lengtli."  *   *    ■    " 

Every  thing  being  now  completed  for  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
W.  the  Marqu.  Wellington  pnt  hi.s  ..n.;  in  n 'tion  agu  n" 
.i.e  enemy      On  tlie  22cl  May,  he  quitted  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and 
on  the  mU,  entered  Salan.nca,  where  the  enemy  lost  300  men' 
Ihe  nght  wnig  was  commanded  by  the  gallant  General  Hill 
and  the  left  by  the  hero  of  Barossa.     '^e  enemyre   eS 
l.rec,puately  before  them  to  the  Douro,  on  the  norfhern  bank 
ot  wh.ch  nver  he  held  a  strong  position,  extending  from  Toro 
I'y  Zamora  unto  Tordesillas.     To  have  forced  this  position 
.n.ght  have  occasioned  some  loss,  which  our  gallant  General 
prevented,  by  ordering  General  Graham,  J,  the  divi^n 
nc  r  ,„«      „„„,,,  ^^,  j,^^^^  ^,^^  j^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  Portuguese 
ontier.  and.  advancn,g  along  the  north   bank,  to  cross  the 

!ith  r'r'..'"""'"  "'''  '•"  ''"""'  ""'^  '"  conjunction* 
^    the  Galhaan  army,    to  take  the   French  army  in  th. 

hnLl  ^^7'yf' -c^^iving  this  movement,  abandoned  the 

..).  .,^axu,  U.1U  ucng  joineU  by  tiie  troops  Irom 
^  WelUngton's  dfspatcl.,  Ciuvajale,  May  3 1st.  181^. 


'i 


^ffhw 


356 


Madrid,  retreated  with  the  utmost  expedition  l)y  Valladolid, 
in  the  direction  of  Burgos.  The  British  army,  under  its  pru- 
dent commander,  continued  to  follow  them,  without  allowing 
them  a  moment's  repose.  By  the  13th  of  .June  their  army 
had  reached  Burgos,  when,  finding  themselves  unable  to  make 
a  stand,  they  blew  up  the  fortifications  of  that  place,  which 
had  the  preceding  year  arrested  the  progress  of  Wellington, 
and  retreated  with  precipitation  across  the  Ebro,  which  the 
hero  of  Barossa,  who  kept  more  to  the  westward,  crossed  at 
the  same  time  at  Avena,  still  threatening  to  turn  the  ene- 
my's right.  On  the  16th,  the  whole  allied  army  crossed  this 
famous  river  at  Quintana;  the  French  army,  under  the 
command  of  Joseph  and  .Tourdan,  continuing  to  fall  back  in 
the  direction  of  Vittoria,  and,  at  which  place,  they,  on  the 
20th,  took  up  a  strong  and  very  favourable  position,  determined 
to  try  the  fate  of  an  engagement,  and  which  indeed  they  could 
no  longer  avoid,  without  sacrificing  part  of  their  army,  artillery, 
or  stores,  so  rapid  was  the  pace  at  which  they  were  compelled 
to  move. 

It  was  now  obvious,  upon  what  a  slight  foundation  were 
built  the  French  successes  against  Wellington,  at  the  close  ot 
the  preceding  campaign;  and  that  when  he  had  obtainetl  a  short 
period  to  re-organize  his  plane,  after  these  were  so  unexpect- 
edly deranged,  by  the  fatal  errors  of  Ballesteros,  how  little 
able  the  enemy  was  to  oppose  him.     The  British  General's 
movements  were  carried  into  effect  in  the  most  decisive  and  ra- 
pid manner;  and,  without  striking  a  blow,  soon  put  him  in  pos- 
session of  more  than  he  had  lost  in  the  previous  campaign, 
through  the  pride  and  obstinacy  of  others.     Bursting  from  the 
banks  of  the  Agueda,  the  flood  of.  war  rolled  along  with  irre- 
sistible impetuosity;  and  almost  at  the  same  moment  in  which 
Britain  and  Germany  heard  that  the  campaign  in  Spain  was 
opened,  they  learned  with  satisfaction  that  the  allied  banners 
floated  in  triumph  over  the  noble  banks  of  the  Ebro,  while 
the   rapid  and  disastrous  retreat   of   the  enemy,   discovtred 
his  loss  of  power.      It  was  a  new  and  a  cheering  sight  to 
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completely  equipped  and  prepared,  and  at  the  very  opening 
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ot'  the  campaign,  driven  before  the  British  General,  like  the 
thistle-down  before  the  autumnal  blast;  and  all  this  done  in  a 
country  strong  by  nature,  in  a  climate,  and  at  a  season  of  the 
year,  where  no  Sarmatian  storms,  nor  hail,  nor  snow,  nor  rain, 
could  be  brought  forward  as  enemies  to  the  French,  and  auxi- 
liaries to  the  British.  Their  flight  was  forceil  upon  them, 
by  means  which  all  could  see  and  every  one  appreciate.  It  was 
the  fear 

"  Of  man  and  steel,  Uie  soldier  and  his  sword." 

While  things  were  thus  rapidly  approaching  to  a  favourable 
crisis  in  Spain,  a  different  opinion  was  loudly  maintained,  and 
strenuously  propagated  in  Britain.  This  rapid  retreat,  or  ra- 
ther flight  of  the  French  army,  was  construed  into  an  act  ol 
the  most  profound  generalship  atid  consummate  prudence  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy;  and  Burgos  which  when  resisting  the  Brit- 
ish arms,  was  accounted  of  such  importance,  now  that  it  was 
in  their  possession,  was  deemed  a  matter  of  no  consequence  at  all. 
The  freedom  of  the  capital  and  three  of  the  finest  provinces  in 
Spain,  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  was  not  worth  the  minding; 
while  the  consummate  wisdom  of  the  enemy  was  praised  in' 
chusing  a  favourable  position,  where  he  could  husband  his  re- 
sources, as  Britain  should  long  ago  have  done;  and  where  con- 
centrated, they  would  «  possess  the  means  of  maintaining  a  de- 
fensive position,  until  Bonaparte,  having Jnishal  the  Xi-tn-  in  fhe 
North,  was  enabled  to  send  a  force  to  the  Peninsula,  strong 
aiough  to  compel  Lord  Wellington  again  to  retreat,  and  pnce 
wore  to  leave  to  the  enemy  the  undisputed  occupancy-  of  the 
greater  part  of  Spain."*  Two  things  were  here  rendered 
quite  certain,  the  conquest  of  the  North,  and  the  subjugation 
oi  Spanj.  One  is  at  a  loss  to  account  for  such  a  i)crverse  spirit, 
m  the  face  of  all  reason,  patriotism,  and  obvious  facts.  If  the 
enemy  gained  a  victory,  we  were  undone.  If  he  was  defeated, 
0  then  it  is  of  no  consequence;  it  is  just  what  he  wished,  that  ho 

•  Morning  ChroBiclc,  July  J  at,  1S13. 
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might  be  driven  back  a  long  way,  in  order  to  liavc  tlic  plcusuri:  ui 
advancing  again.  But  totally  different  was  it  with  his  antagonists 
— If  they  weredcfeated,it  was  utter  ruin — If  they  were  victorions^ 
it  could  do  no  good.  Similar  to  this,  were  the  doctrines  incul- 
cated in  this  country,  concerning  the  illustrious  Wellingtou 
and  his  exertions,  and  which  not  even  the  proud  field  of  Sala- 
manca had  been  able  to  check.  How  the  enemy  husbanded 
his  resources  and  how  well  his  prudent  plan  succeeded,  will 
presently  appear. 

The  French  army  under  the  command  of  Joseph  Bonaparte, 
having  Marshal  Jourdan  as  the  Major  Cieneral  of  it,  took  up 
a  position  on  the  19th,  in  front  of  Vittoria,  the  left  of  which 
rested  upon  the  heights  which  ended  at  Puebla  de  Arlanzon, 
and  extended  from  thence  across  the  valley  of  Zadora,  (through 
which  flows  the  river  of  that  name,)  in  front  of  the  village  of 
Arunez.  With  the  right  of  the  Centre,  they  occupied  a  height 
which  commanded  the  valley  of  Zadora,  and  the  right  of  their 
army  was  stationed  near  Vittoria,  and  was  destined  to  defend 
the  passages  of  the  river  Zadora  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that 
city.  They  had  a  reserve  in  the  rear  of  their  left  at  the  village  of 
Gomicha.  Tlic  nature  of  the  country  between  the  Ebro  and 
Vittoria,  rendered  it  necessary  to  extend  the  columns  of  the  al- 
lied army  in  its  advance.  The  Marquis  Wellington  halted  the 
troops  on  the  20th,  in  order  to  close  up  the  columns,  and  at 
the  same  time  moved  the  left  of  the  army  under  Gen.  Graham, 
to  Margina.  The  enemy's  position  was  reconnoitered,  and 
found  to  be  very  judiciously  chosen;  but  not  so  much  so,  as  to 
dread  the  issue  of  an  attack  upon  it.  Against  this  position, 
strong  by  nature,  and  occupied  by  a  numerous  army,  the 
forces  of  the  allies  advanced;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  21st 
.Tune,  attacked  the  positions  at  every  point.  The  operations  of 
the  day  began,  by  Sir  Rowland  Hill  attacking  and  carrying 
The  heights  of  Puebla,  which  the  enemy  had  occupied  in  great 

trcngth.     In  this  service,  a  Spanish  brigade,  of  the  troops  of  I 
General  Murillo  was  employed,  and  who  sustained  a  consider* 

ible  loss.     The  enemy  very  soon  discovered  the  importance  of  I 
these  liciirhtSj  and  re-enforced  thoir  troops  there  to  a  great  ex- 
■fent.     Against  these,  General  Hill  was  first  obliged  to  detach! 
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the  7Ist  Hc^imont  and  the  li>l.t  infantry  bntt,ilion  of  Major 
General  Walker's  brigade,  under  the  Hon.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Cadogan,  and  successively  other  troops.     The  contest  now  be- 
came severe,  hut  the  allies  finally  overcame  all  ohMaclcs,  and  car- 
ne.l  their  point.     The  71st  regiment  and  its  gallant  lender,  sig- 
nalized themselves  in  a  most  conspicuous  manner;  and  his  coun- 
try sustained  a  severe  loss  in  Colonel  Cadogao,  who  fell  in  the 
arms  of  victory.     This  brave  and  lamented  officer,  fi-cling  his 
end  rapidly  approaching,  insisted  that  they  should  bear  him  to 
a  height  which  overlooked  the  glorious  plains  of  Vittoria,  that 
to  the  last  moment  of  his  existence,  his  eye  might  behold  those 
fields  on  which  his  gallant  countrymen  were  gathering  such  nn 
abundant  harvest  of  honour  and  glory.    His  desire  was  complied 
with;  and,  this  brave  man  died,  contemi)Iating  with  satisfaction, 
the  valour  of  his  comrades  and  the  glory  of  his  country.     Gen. 
Murillo  was  woundetl,  but  refused  to  quit  the  field.    Under  cover 
ef  these  important  heights,  General  Hill  passed  the  Zailora  al 
La  Puebla  and  the  defile  formed  by  the  heights  and  that  river, 
and  attacked  and  carried  the  village  of  Sabijana  de  Alava,  in 
front  of  the  enemy's  line,  and  which  he  retained  possession  of 
m  defiance  of  repeated  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  regain  it. 

Immediately  after  Sir  Rowland  Hill  had  obtained  possession 
of  Sabijana  de  Alava,  the  fourth  and  light  divisions  passed  the 
Zadora,  the  former  at  the  bridge  of  Nanclares,  and  the  latter 
at  the  bridge  of  Trcs  Puentes,  and  nearly  at  the  same  time 
the  third  division  under  General  Picton  crossed  at  the  bridge 
higher  up,  followctl  by  the  7lh  division,  under  the  Earl  of 
Dalhousie.     These  four  divisions,  forming  the  Centre  of  the 
army,  were  destined  to  attack  the  heights,  on  which  the  right 
of  the  enemy's  Centre  was  placed,  while  General  Hill  from  his 
last  position  movtxl  forward  to  attack  the  Jeff.     The  enemy, 
however,  who  had  previously  weakened  his  lino  to  strengthen 
his  detachments  on  the  hills,  no  sooner  saw  the  disposition 
the  allies  had  made  to  attack  him,  than  he  abandoned  his  posi- 
tion in  the  valley,  and  commenced  his  retreat  in  good  order  to 
Vittoria. 

In  the  mean  time,  General  Graham,  who  had  the  command 
•f  the  left  of  the  allied  army,  consisting  of  the  1st  and  5th  di- 
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Vi^i  '     iJmI  Gcnernf  Pack's  nnd  Bradford's  bripjudes  of  inlau- 
Uy,  and  General  Bock  s  im\  Anso;  's  bri^'iide'sof  ruvnlry,  mov- 
ed forwart^  iVdlii    Marjrinii  towartb  Vittoria,  by  the  Injjfh  road 
from  that  town  to  lJill)oa.     He  hud  x/kKt  him  also  the  Span- 
ish division  iinch-r  Colonel  Longn  and  General  GIron.     The 
enemy  had  iidivisiui;  <>F  infantry  and  some  eavalry  on  the  Bil- 
ho.i  road,  and  occupied  in  stroiij^'  force  the  villages  of  Abechuco 
all.  I  ^>^marra  Major,  as  h-tfs  dii  po:fts  to  the  bridges  over  the  Za- 
dora  HC  those  places.    General  Pack  with  his  Portuguese  brigade, 
and  Longii  with  his  Spanish  division,  supported  by  Anson's 
brigade  of  light  dragoons,  and  the  oth  division  of  infantry  un- 
der Major  General  Oswald,  verc  ordered  to  turn  nnd  gain 
the  strong   heights  near   these   villages.     In  this  service   the 
Spaniards  nnd  Portuguese  greatly   distinguished   themselves; 
and  Colonel  Longa,  on   the  left,  took  possession  of  Gamarra 
Minor.     No  sooner  were  these  heights  in  our  possession,  than 
the  village  of  Gamarra  Major  was  stormed  and  carried,  by 
Brigadier  General  Robinson's  brigade  of  the  5th  division,  un- 
der a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musquetry.     The  enemy  su*- 
leretl  severely,  and  lost  three  pieces  of  cannon.     The  Lieuten- 
ant General  then  proceeded  to  attack  the  village  of  Abechuco, 
with  the  1st  division.     Under  cover  of  a  heavy  fire  from  Cap- 
tain Dubourdicu's  brigade,    and  Captain  Ramsay's   troop  ot 
horse  artillery.  Colonel  Halket's  brigade  advanced  to  the  at- 
tack, and  immediately  carried  the  place.     While  these  opera- 
tions were  going  on  at  Abechuco,  the  enemy  made  the  most 
strenuous  efforts  to  regain  possession  of  the  village  of  Gamarra 
Major,  but  were  most  gallantly  repulsed  by  the  troops  under 
Major  General  Oswald.     Two  divisions  of  infantry,  which  the 
enemy  had  in  reserve,  on  the  left  of  the  Zadora,  were  attacked 
(nd  driven  through  Vittoria.     The  movement  of  the  troops  un- 
der General  Graham,  and  the  success  attending  his  operations, 
completely   cut  ofl"  the  enemy's  rotreat  by  the  great  road  to 
France;  who  perceiving  that  the  lield  was  totally  V  st„  fu,--. 
ihe  road  to  Pumpluna,  the  only  one  left  to  them,  and  iied  iu 
the  utmost  consternation.     So  great  was  their  fear,  and  so  ra- 
pid their  flight,  that  they  abandoned  the  whole  of  their  cannon 
riiiu   ^fj^rrage  to  the  conquerors.     In  a  few  words,  ««  everif  thing 
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thy  hui  was  taken,  dose  to  Vittoria;*  but  erne  „  and  on« 
howaxcT  was  curried  (.iF  by  tlu-  enemy  from  this  .dorioiw  field 
and  the  h>r.uer  of  tlu-.e  waH  tu  .en  on  the  road  to  P.,mplu„a! 
It  the  hilly  nature  of  the  country  had  not  prcvmted  the  caval- 
ry h-ou.  acting  with  dfect,  there  can  be  no  .loub.  but  that  the 
whole  French  arniy  must  have  been  cut  to  pieces. 

Joseph  had  a  narrow  escape,  and  was  obliged  to  nbnndou  his 
nuriage  and  seek  safety  on  horseback.     .Jourdan  tl»rew  awav 
h.s  baton  of  office,    which  was  sent  to  Britain  ob  a  trophy  c  f 
Victory.     One  hundr.-d  and  eighty  one  pieces  of  cannon,  nn<l 
an  .mmense  quantity  of  treasure,  ammunition,  and  baggnge  fell 
uuo  the  ha.ul.   of  ,he  allies.     The  enemy's  army  fxcLed 
.0  000   men,    al,   veteran  troop,,  „„d  long   tried  on  bloody 
n.lds.  '•  ltconsi8tedofthcwA«/.ofthearmie8ofthoSouth,and 
of  the  Cu.tre,  and  oi  Jam-  divisioiw  and  all  the  cavalry  of  the 
army  of  Portugal,    and  some  troqjs  from   the  army  of  the 
North,  t     1  heir  loss  was  certainly  1 5,000$  men,  while  that  of 
the  allies  amounted  only  to  about  5000  men.     On  the  allied 
army  the  Marquis  of  Wellington  bestowed  the  highest  praise 
Every  man  did  his  duty;  and  if  there  has  betm  more  bloody 
helds  and  extensive  victories,  none  was  ever  more  complete  than 
Vittoria.     Tlie  number  of  cannon  captured,  exceeded  those 
taken  on  any  other  Held  of  battle  which  we  read  of,  except  die 

•  Wellington's  dispatch,  Xrmrm,  June  24* ,  IfllX 
^  f  Wellington's  dispatch,  Salvatiena,  June  22d.-The  army  of  the  South  and 
..cntro.  consisted  of  al,out  50,000  at  the  end  of  the  last  campaign;  the  army  of  Per- 
tugal  about  45.00(^  besides  the  garrison  of  Burgos,  and  *,  the  MarquU  Wellington 
expressly  states  that  only  t«ro  divisio,«  of  the  army  of  Portugal  were  absent,  while 
m  the,r  place  there  were  some  troops  of  the  army  of  the  North,  it  i.  mor«  likely  that 
the  enemy  s  force  exceeded  80,000  than  70,000  men. 

\  In  the  mouon  for  the  thanks  of  Parliament  to  Lord  Wellington^  Lord  Castk. 
reagh  .n  the  House  of  Commons,  stated,  that  »  the  French  army  could  not  bo  Icsa 
«>un  70.00),  and  that  the  'owestcalc.ation  estimated  the  loss  of  the  French  a.  1 2,000 
men;  pr  >  M-  FVeem.ntle  in  the  same  pUce  sta»«l,  "  that  he  knew  from  private 
reports,  he  knew  from  the  testimony  of  LonI  Wellington^imsel/,  (Who  had  top 
great  am.nd  to  state  his  public  di.,«tcb  that  of  the  e«ct  truth  of  which  l»c  was 
not  assured,)  that  it  ciceeded  double  the  amouat  stated  by  the  noble  Lord  "  See 
Ilouse  of  Commons,  July  7th.  In  fact,  all  accounts  from  Sooia  sUted  the  enemrV 
»3t  5i  ;.-5,C00  men. 
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awful  plains  of  Lc'ipHic,  and  thei'c  is  porhiips  not  nn  iiistiuice 
npon  record  in  modern  times,  where  a;i  army  of  this  magni- 
tude, in  one  day,  and  at  one  phieo,  lost  every  thing  tiiat  they 
had,  and  which  could  distinguish  them  as  soldiers.  It  was  a 
proud  day  for  Britain,  antl  for  the  hero  and  tiie  army  which 
achieved  it.     In  the  brightest  page  of  history  it  has^  placed, 


■"  Great  Wrfl'«!oy's  name,  Vittoria'*  war j 
By  Nelson's  deeds,  and  Trafolgaf." 

It  added  anothei*  wreath  of  glorj'  to  those  which  already  encir- 
cled the  brows  of  our  great  leader;  who,  as  a  reward  for  his 
services  at  this  time,  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  Field  Marsha! 
in  the  British  army;  and  the  unanimous  thanks  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliiimient  voted  to  him,  his  ofHcers,  and  brave  arm;  The 
Spanish  Govcrmnent,  .ir.  reward  for  these  services,  voted  him 
•an  estate  of  12  or  j£1  5,000  per  annum-;  and  decFced  the  erec- 
tion of  3'  monument  upon  the  plains  of  Vittoria,  to  commc- 
mbrate  that  glorious  day.  In  Britain  the  glad  tidings  were 
received  with  unbounded  applause  and  admiration.  Nor  wen; 
these  feelings  confined  to  ourselves:  they  spread  throughout 
Europe,  and  the  victory  of  Vittoria  was  beheld  by  oppressed 
nations  as  tlvc  dawn  of  a  bright  dav  of  freeilom  and  irlorv. 
The  accounts  of  this  brilliant  event  was  received  at  the  head 
quarters  of  the  allies. in  Germany,  about  the  time  the  ar- 
mistice was  renewed  for  a  short  period ;  and  had  no  doubt 
a  great  weight  in  their  deliberations.  "While  the  victory  of 
Vittoria  called  forth  the  applause  and  admiratioii  of  Europe, 
a  public  and  solemn  thanksgiving  was  appointed  at  the  head 
iquarters  of  the  allied  Sovereigns,  m  Germany,  on  account 
of  this  decisive  event.  A  victorious  army  ready  to  enter 
Fnuicc,  was  a  thing  the  enemy  had  never  calculated  on,  and 
was  what  Europe  had  loiyg  looked  upon  as  chii.:orical  and 
absurd  to  attempt.  •  But  British  bravery  had  dissipated  the 
charm  of  French  invincH^ility,  and  the  sarred  territory  trem- 
bled in  her  turn  before  embattletF  hosts  ready  to  enter  it. 
No  language  could  gloss  over — no  falsehood  lessen  his  dis- 
grace at  Vittoria;  therefore  the  enemy  endeavoured  to  conconJ 
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total  day.  All  their  am,numfIo,t  and  bagga<r,,  and  ever,, 
i^un,  tke,  nad  .as  taken,  ciosc  to  moria^>  ^^  /  ^^^ 
winch  no  sophistry  could  disguise-no  logic  confute,  and  be! 
fore  wh.ch  "  let  then-  destinies  be  fulfilled,"*  sunk  into  instn  - 
ficance,  and  wh.ch  filled  ovea  the  breast  of  Bonaparte  with  a- 
larm  and  sorrow.  ^ 

The  21st  «f  June  was  a  death  blow  to  the  French  interest 
and  power  .n  Span..     Their  army,  reduced  to  a  r.bbl.,  iledin 
consternafon  nUo  France,  abandoning  Pa.npluna  and  St  s! 
basfan'sto  their  fate.     The  remains  of  the^.ain  army    S 
the  road  by  the  pass  of  Iloncesvalles.     That  of  the  North    un 
dor  General  Foix    fled  on  the  Bayonne  road,  followedly  Ge"- 
neral  Graham,  who  cau.e  up  with  tJ.em  at  Tolc.  on  the  23d 
.nd  after  a  sharp  engagement  drove  them  across  the  frontiers! 
General  Cansel,  who  had  under  his  command  a  part  of  ^ 
-my  ol  th.     Jorth,  andadivision  of  the  army  of  Portl^ar 
ut  w  o  .a.  been  too  late  to  .each  Vittoria  on  the  cky  tt; 
the  bat  le  wos  fought,  was  now  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  a  . 

.^ossa,  th  owmg  his  cannon  into  the  rivers;  and  liavin..  reach- 
ed that  place,  retreated  in  a  Northerly  direction,  ^nd  pass  „. 
^  Jaca  entered   France  by  one  of  the  central  'pa^'ofTh! 

«uch  is  a  short  sketd.  of  the  battle  of  Vittoria,  and  its  more 
muned.ate  consccjuencos.  Less  fortunate,  however,  wlT 
opuiatmns  on  the  east  coast  of  Spain.     Sir  John  Murray,  with 

earn^y  from  Alicant,  having  embarked  at  that  place  on"  e 

.May,  procee.L.dto  the  northward,  to  land  in  the  rear  of 
Cachet,  and  cut  off  h.s  eonimunication  with  Frauce.  His  ar- 
my, amounting  to  19,000  men,  were  disembarked  on  the  3d 
•^  June  at  €ol  de  B.Uaguer,  to  the  souU^ward  of  Tarragona 

ho  fort  of  Coldc  Balaguer  was  soon  forced  to  surrende 
.    d  the  army  advanced  and  laid  siege  to  the  important  fortress 

Tarragona.     Suchet,  aware  of  the  danger  which  threatened 

•  nonapartc's  ^'J  bulletin,  Gumbiunei,,  June  20tl.,  1812. 
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him,  mardied  with  all  expedition  to  that  quarter,  and  the 
enemy  in  Catalonia  equally  alarmed  quickly  assembled  their 
disposable  force,  which  was  much  more  considerable,  than 
the  allies  had  any  idea  of,  and  marched  towards  Tarragona  to 
j.)in  Suchet,  and  attack  the  allied  array.  The  enemy  approach- 
ing with  superior  numbers  and  veteran  troops,  to  the  amount 
of  26,000,  and  scarcely  any  progress  having  been  made  iu 
the  operations  against  Tarragona,  the  British  General  con- 
sidered it  the  most  prudent  plan  he  could  adopt,  to  raise  the 
siege  of  the  place,  which  he  did  with  such  precipitation  as  to 
abandon  part  of  his  heavy  artillery,  which,  however,  was  ren- 
dered of  no  use  to  the  enemy.  Having  embarked  the  army 
upon  the  1 7tb,  the  whole  sailed  for  Alicant,  where  they  were 
again  landed,  and  the  command  assumed  by  Lord  Wm.  Ben- 
tinck,  who  had  arrived  with  re-enforcements  from  Sicily. 

The  enemy  loudly  toasted  of  jiis  success  in  this  instance, 
and  exaggerated  the  loss  that  the  allies  had  sustained,  which 
was,  in  reality,  very  trifling;  and  knowing  the  expression  which 
would  take,  he,  or  the  Monitcur  for  him,  in  the  publication  of 
his  dispatches,  artfully  introduced  the  words,  "  the  English 
General  was  frightened"  *  3cc.  which  accordingly  afforded 
food  for  the  diurnal  press  of  London  for  a  considerable  time. 
Suchet  himself,  however,  seemed  not  to  be  entirely  free  from 
the  feeling  with  which  he  accused  the  Englis^h  General,  for  he 
inarched  in  all  haste  back  to  y-?,len,cia,  at  the  rate  of  near  40 
miles  a-day,  least  the  English  ^nny  should  land  and  attack 
that  place,  and  where  he  arrived  in  time  to  prevent  an  attack 
had  it  been  intended.  These  marches,  at  that  hot  season  of 
the  year  was  certainly  most  injurious  and  destructive  to  his 
army. 

A  dreadful  outcry  was  raised  in  Britain  against  the  unfor- 
tunate General,  and  which  the  previous  accounts  of  the  suc- 
cess at  Vittoria  served  to  increase.  And  upon  a  matter  on 
which  Lord  Wellington  himself  could  not  express  a  decided 
opinion,  a  great  number  in  Britain  who  never  heard  a  cuii- 
non  fired,   either  \n  peace  or  in  war,  expressed  themselves 

*  Suchet's  dispatch. 


perfectly  coi 

John  Murra; 

atlopt  the  m 

not  then  of 

less  of  the  \ 

he  took  up  li 

advance  of 

The  enemy  ' 

than  his,  coi 

scarcely  possi 

the  garrison 

sanguine  pro; 

victorious,  b 

not  ailbrd;  w 

so,  it  would  J 

from  the  adv 

none;  at  leas; 

norant  of  th( 

and  which  wt 

the  Peninsula 

The  battle 

turn;  aud  he, 

proach,  thou^ 

Valencia.     A( 

and,  leaving  i 

5th  July,  aud 

IbUowed  by  J 

command. 

While  thes« 
and  that  uudi 
Vittoria  contii 
to  Panipluua 
part  of  the  ar 
was  dost  i  nod  ' 
A  coiisidorubk 
retained  a  pos 
within  tlio  Spa 
detached   Sir  ] 


366 

perfectly  competent  to  decide.  Situated,  l.ouever,  as  Sir 
John  Murray  was,  it  is  difficult  to  say  if  he  did  not,  after  all, 
ailopt  tiie  most  prudent  plan.  It  must  be  remarked  he  knc^r 
not  then  of  the  rapid  advance  of  Lord  Wellington,  much 
less  ot  the  victory  of  Vittoria.  Neither  did  he  know,  when 
he  took  up  his  resolution,  and  rcmraenced  his  retreat,  of  the 
advance  of  Lord  Wm.  Bentinck,  with  an  additional  force. 
Ihe  enemy  was  coming  up  fast  with  a  more  numerous  army 
tiian  his,  composed  of  veteran  troops,  and  it  certainly  was 
scarcely  possible  that  he  could  leave  a  sufficient  force  to  check 
the  garrison  of  Tarragona,  and  give  Suchet  battle,  with  any 
sangume  prospects  of  decisive  success.  He  might  have  been 
victorious,  but  it  would  have  been  at  an  expense  he  could 
not  aiibrd;  while  unless  he  was  most  completely  and  decisively 
so.  It  would  Jiave  been  ruin  to  the  army  under  his  conmiand, 
from  the  advance  of  more  French  troops,  while  ho  obtained 
none;  at  least  he  could  Ibrm  no  other  opinion,  as  he  was  ig, 
norant  of  the  great  and  decisive  events  which  had  happened, 
and  which  were  immediately  to  take  place  on  the  west  side  oi' 
the  Peninsula. 

The  battle  of  Vittoria,  however,  frightened  Suchet  in  his 
turn;  and  he,  «  ^^- .hout  seeing  the emmy^^  yet  dreading  his  ui>- 
proach,  thought  it  prudent  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  from 
Valencia.  Accordingly,  he  abandoned  his  lines  on  the  Xucar; 
and,  leaving  a  garrison  in  Murviedro,  he  left  Valencia  on  the 
5th  July,  and  proceeded  to  Catalonia  by  the  sea-coast,  closely 
foUowed  by  Lord  Wm.  Bantinck,  and  the  army  under  hi>i 
commaaid. 

While  these  events  were  passing  between  the  Sicilian  army 
and  that  uuder  the  command  of  Suchet,  the  conquerors  of 
Vittoria  continued  to  pursue  the  flying  enemy,  and  advancing 
to  Panipluna  commenced  the  blockade  of  that  place;  whilt- 
part  of  the  army,  under  the  command  of  General  Graham, 
was  destined  to  besiege  the  st.ong  fortress  of  St.  Sebastian. 
A  considerable  force  of  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  army,  still 
retamcd  a  position  in  the  rich  and  (ertile  valley  of  BastPn. 
within  tl.0  Spanisl.  frontiers.  Against  these  Lord  V/eilingtuu 
Jotachcd  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  who,  after  some  sharp  affair;;  oj» 
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the  5th,  6tl),  and  7th  of  July,  succeeded  in  dislodging  them, 
from  all  their  positions,  and  obliged  them  to  fall  back  into 
France,  through  the  Pass  of  Mayo,  of  which  he  also  olitain- 
ed  the  command.  The  beaten  and  dispirited  army  of  the 
enemy  now  took  up  their  quarters  in  their  native  country, 
where  every  exertion  was  made  to  re-organizo  and  re-equlp 
them. 

No  enemy  in  tliat  part  of  Spain  remaining  in  the  field,  with- 
in the  frontiers,  the  siege  of  St.  Sebasti.in  was  commenced  in  a 
vigorous  manner,  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Thomas  Graham. 
This  place  was  very  strong,    and  commonly  known  by   tlic 
name  of  the  Gibraltar  of  the  North  of  Spain;  and,  with  tlic 
exception  of  that  impregnable  fortress,  was  by  far  the  strong- 
est  place  in  iSpain.     B^jsides  the  town,  which  was  a  regular 
and  very  sU-ong  fortification,  a  castle  of  great  strength,  situ- 
ated  upon  a  lofty  height,    commanded  the  whole.     Being  in 
a  great  measure  the  key  of  Spain  on  the  west  side  of  tlit 
Pyrenees,    and  otherwise  of  great  importance,    it   was    well 
provided  with  every  thing,  and  had  a  garrison  of  about  GOOO 
men.*     Every  thing  being  prepared,  our  army  counnenced 
the  arduous  undertaking:  on  the  14th  July,  a  battery  of  foui- 
18-pounders  was  opened,  within  600  yards  of  the  fortification, 
of  St.  Sebastian,  against  the  convent  of  St.  Bartolome;  and, 
by   the   17th,    it  and  an  adjoining  work  upon  a  steep  hill, 
were  so  far  destroyed,  that  Sir  Thomas  Graham  ordered  the 
place  to  be  stormed.     This  order  was  carried  into  cfi'ect  in 
the  most  gallant  manner,  by  some  divisions  of  the  Portuguese 
and   British  troops,  under  the  command  of  Major-Gen.  Os- 
wald.    Nothing  could  withstand  their  impetuosity,   and  tliu 
enemy  were  quickly  driven  from  the  place. 

The  siege  continued  to  be  pressed  with  the  most  persevering 
ardour,  when  Bonaparte,  to  retrieve  the  disasters  his  arms 
had  suffered  in  Spain,  and,  if  possible,  to  arrest  the  career  of 
of  Lord  Wellington,  dispatclicd  Soult  from  Dresden,  to  take 
the  supreme  command  of  the  French  armies  in  Spain.  Souk's 
power  was  unlimited  in  the  rommand  which  was  conferred  up- 

^  Official  dispatches  of  Gea.  GruUain,  dated  1st  S^iit,  1815. 
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on  liim.     Upon  lils  arrival  at  the  army,  on  the  13th  July,  he 
immediately  assume<l  the  command,  and  published  one  of  these 
menacing  and  gasconading  proclamations  so  peculiar  to  French 
Generals,  but  which  had  now  ceased  to  make  nations  tremble. 
In  tliis  curious  paper,  he  endeavoured  to  throw  the  blame  of 
the  disgrace  at  Vittoria,  upon  the  incapacity  of  his  predecessor, 
and  loudly  boasted  what  he  would  perform;  the  errors  of  Jol 
scph  and  Join-dan  were  soon  to  be  repaired.     Their  conduct 
was  accused  of  being  every  thing  but  tliat  of  Soldiers,  and 
all  the  disasters  were  attributed  to  their  errors.     «  The  for- 
tresses were  abandoned  and  blown  up;  hasty  and  disorderly 
inarches  gave  consequence  to  the  enemy.     When  at  length  the 
indignant  voice  of  the  troops  arrested  this  disgracefufflight, 
and  Its  commander,  touched  with  shame,  yielded  to  the  general 
desire,  and  determined  upon  giving  battle  near  Vittoria;  who 
can  doubt  from  this  generous  enthusiasm,  this  fine  sense  of  hon- 
our, what  would  have  been  the  result  had  the  General  been 
worthy  of  his  troops?  I  have  borne  testimony  to  the  Emperor, 
of  your  bravery  and  zeal.     His  instructions  are,  to  drive  the 
enemy  from  those  lofty  heights  which  enable  him  proudly  to  sur- 
vey our  fertile  values,  and  chase  them  across  the  Ebro.     Let 
the  account  of  our  success  be  dated  from  Vittoria— and  the 
birth-day  of  his   Majesty  be  celebrated  in  that  city,"  &c.  * 
The  French  army  being  re-organised  and  equipped, 'prepar- 
ed again  to  act  upon  the  offensive  on  a  grand   scale;  being 
joined  by  Clausel's  corps  and  that  under   Foix,  together  at 
least  25,000  men,  besides  other  re-enforcements,  it  was  be- 
come   really  formidable   in  numbers,    and  perhaps   exceeded 
70,000  men,  and  was  at  least  fully  as  strong  as  that  which 
iougl.t   at   Vittoria.     It   was   evident,   that   the   utmost   skill 
and  bravery  was  necessary  on  the  part  of  his  antagonists  to 
baffle  his  projects,  supported  as  he  was  by  the  two  important 
lortresses  of  St.  Sebastian  and  Pampluna.     It  was,  therefore 
no  sooner  perceived  that  Soult   had  resumed  the  offensive' 
than,  the  utmost  efforts  were  made  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  to 
obtain  possession  of  the  former  place.     Accordingly,  on  the 

•  Sbuh's  proclamation,  July  23d,  1815. 
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morning  of  the  25tli,  the  breach  being  considered  prncticabli. 
an  attempt  was  made  to  storm  the  place      Tl»e  troops  ad 
vanced  in  the  most  determinetl  manner,  but  notwitlistandiiio 
(fvery  effort,  and  though  some  of  them  did  force  their  way  into 
the  town,  the  defences  of  the  enemy  were  such,  and  the  place 
so  ably  defended,  that  General  Graham  found  it  necessary  to 
recal  the  troops.     The  loss,  as  may  easily  be  conceived,   was 
severe,  and  amounted  from  the  commencement  of  the  siege,  to 
upwards  of  1200  men,  of  which,  nine  hundred  fell  in  th'c  last 
assault.    On  the  same  day,  Soult  commenced  his  o^KTations  for 
the  relief  of  the  place,  and  which  gave  rise  to  a  series  of  en- 
gagements of  the  most  sanguinary  nature,  and  highly  honour- 
able  to  the  British  arras. 

Previous  to  these  battles,  the  allied  armies  occupied  the  fol- 
lowing  positions,  viz.  General  Byng's  brigade  of  British,  and 
General  Murillo's  division  of  Spanish  infantry,  were  on  tlic 
right,  in  the  pass  of  lloncesvalles,  supported  by  Sir  Lowry 
Cole's  brigade  at  Viscaret,  and  Gen.  Picton  with  the  third  di- 
viflion,  was  at  Olague  in  reserve.    Gen,  Hill  occupied  the  valley 
of  Bastan  with  the  remainder  of  the  second  division,  and  tiie 
Conde  de  Amarante's  Portuguese  division,  detaching  General 
Campbell's   Portuguese   brigade  to  los    Alduides  within  tlie 
French  territory.     The  eigluh  and  seventh  divisions  occupied 
the  heights  of  Santa  Barbara,  the  town  of  Vera,  and  Puerto 
de  Eschalar,  and  kept  up  the  communication  with  the  valley  of 
Bastan;  and  the  sixth  division  was  in  reserve  at  St.  Estevaii. 
vxeneral  Longa's  division  kept  up  the  communication  between 
the  troops  at  Vera  and  those  under  General  Graham  and  Ma- 
riscttl  del  Campo  Giron   on  the  great  road;   the  Conde  del 
Abisbal  blockaded  Pampluna.* 

Tiie  enemy's  army  consisting  of  nine  divisions  of  infantry, 
two  divisions  of  dragoons,  and  one  of  light  cavalry,  besides 
artillery,  under  the  supreme  command  of  Soult,  and  under  him 
Generals  Reille,  D'Erlon,  Clause!,  Vilette,  Treillard,  Tilly, 
and  Pierre  Soult;  occupied  a  position  in  front  of  our  army, 
extending  from  the  pass  of  Ronccsvalles,  in  a  semicircular  dircc- 

*  Wcllirgtdn's  di-^patcn,  St.  Estcvan,  Aiigua  ist,  ISi5. 


'ion  to  the  si 

Port  upon  th 

On  the  21tl 

from  St.  Jean 

Byng's  force  a 

support,  and  ti 

iiig  the  day,  a 

having  turned 

withdrew  duri 

enemy's  Centr 

tlay,  attacked  ( 

the  head  of  the 

on  General  Pri 

of  General  the 

obliged  to  give 

brigade  of  the 

they  had  lost. 

Sir  Lowry  Col 

also  to  fail  ba 

not  advance  bi 

actions,  contesl 

the  troops  beh 

regiments  parti( 

was  slightly  wo 

The  retreat,  1 

opportunity,  wh 

vantages,  and  m 

lished  in  the  M< 

last  dispatch,  da 

more  important 

has  never  yet,  tl 

heard  of  by  the 

It  was  on  the 

ton  was  made  ac 

'wk  his  measure 

•  Wollinj 

t  Soi 


S69 

Mon  to  the  sea,  the  head  quarters  bein<r  nf  Q^   t 

Tort  upon  the  river  Nive."*  ^        ^'  •''^"  ^'^^  ^^ 

Onthe24th,Soult,witl,bet«reen30and40  000m.n  u    , 

Byng's  force  at  Roncesvallee.  Sir  Lowrv  Col.rn  ,  ""' 
-pport,  and  these  gallant  officers  nTaint  ^d  heTr  Z  '^  '" 
.".the  day,  against  superior  number  itlrt'  "" 
havnjg  turned  the  position  in  the  afternoon  s"  7'  Tf* 
withdrew  during  the  night  to  Zubiri  T  y.^'^'y  ^ole 
enemy's  Centre.  12  000  trL  \   ^^«  ^'^^««ons  of  the 

day,  attacked  G  nel~^^^^  '':  1"'"°"  ^^  ^^^  «-« 

the  head  ofthe  valy  oi^ilTrr  '^  ^^^-'  -' 

on  General  Pringle'Ld'C;.^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

of  GmotI  the  Hon.  W  Stew.rf      Ik  command 

ohligod  to  give  „av    bnt'  hT  '  "'""P'  ""^  ■"  "« 

1.=^  l.«l  lost,  and  would  hZ\^l  hT'f.""'  «™"'' 
Sir  Lowry  Cole  to  Zubiri  renl'X  L  ITv  ^0""^°^ 
.!«.  to  tall  back,  which  ho  did  ,0  Itrr  T^  "'  "'" 
«  advance  beyond  the  Mayo  fJTt  J'h  TT"''' 
•«.on,,  contested  for  seven  hour,  ,  Jit  !  ^"^ 

■ho  troops  behaved  wUh  great  ba;^r^rZ  ""»''-• 

regiments  particularly  distinguished  theLl^G?  Zf      '' 
»!»  slightly  wounded.  ""enisilves.    Gen.  Stewart 

Tho  retreat,  however,  of  these  divisions,  gave  the  en.^ 
Wortuntty,  which  heeagerly  embraced,  of  c£L„  fcSj 

..  dispatch,  dated  on'r'i  r^iixr:: : "-, 

«e  important  event,  „„„,d  take  placH™  dTv't  buT  h^K 

triTb^t:"?"'"-'^'--^'^"-^^^^^^^ 

It  was  on  the  night  of  the  25th  that  the  Marauis  of  W  w 

•  WuUington's  dispatch,   St.  Estcvan,   August  1st,    1815. 
■   ^""''  '^'■^P'*"-'''.  Linscoin,  26th  July.  10  r.  «"  ^' 
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ivas  most  urgent.  The  heavy  artillery  was  withdrawn  from  the 
lines  before  St.  Sebastian's  and  embarke<l,  in  case  a  retro- 
grade niDvement  should  be  rendered  necessary;  but  the  troops 
still  held  the  lines  in  front  of  tlie  place.  In  the  meantime, 
Generals  Sir  Lowry  Cole  and  Sir  Thomas  Picton,  not  deem- 
ing the  position  of  Zubiri  sutliciently  secure,  fell  back  on  the 
27th  to  Huarte,  a  short  distance  from  Pampluna,  occupying 
the  hill  beyond  Olaz,  the  heights  in  front  of  Villalba,  the  high 
road  from  Ostiz  to  Pampluna  by  the  village  of  Sorausen,  and 
a  height  which  defended  the  high  road  from  Zubiri  to  Ronces- 
valles.  This  was  the  most  important  part  of  the  position,  and 
was  occupied  by  two  Spanish  regiments,  those  of  Travia  and 
el  Principe.  Sir  Staplcton  Cotton,  with  the  cavalry,  was  sta- 
tioned near  Huarte,  being  the  only  ground  on  which  that  force 
could  act.  The  enemyjcontinued  to  advance  and  occupy  every 
position  in  their  front.  Pampluna  he  was  determined  to  re- 
lieve, and  cut  off  the  allied  army  from  the  Vittoria  road;  but 
he  had  Wellington  to  oppose  his  plans,  and  it  was  generally 
supposed,  that  Soult  was  ignorant  that  this  great  commander 
had  joined  the  force  he  was  about  to  attack. 

The  Marquis  of  Wellhigton  joined  the  third  and  fourth  di- 
visions just  as  they  were  taking  up  their  ground,  jumI  imme- 
diately afterwards  the  enemy  attacked  the  height  already  men- 
tioned with  the  utmost  impetuosity.  The  troops,  however, 
maintained  their  post^  and  drove  the  enemy  back  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  Aware  of  the  importance  of  this  place,  the 
jMarquis  of  VVellington  re-enforced  it  with  the  40th  regiment, 
which  with  the  other  force  there  stationed,  continued  to  defend 
it  against  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  obtain  possession  of  it. 
Nearly  at  tiie  same  time,  the  enemy  took  possession  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Sorausen,  gn  the  road  to  Ostiz,  and  thus  obtaining  the 
foinmunication  by  that  road,  he  continued  to  keep  up  a  fire 
ot^  musquetry  along  the  whole  line  till  it  was  dark. 

The  28th,  however,  was  destined  to  behold  the  enemy's  most 
desperate  efforts  defeated.  On  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  alli- 
ed army  was  joined  by  the  6th  division;  and  scarcely  was  this  ef- 
fected, when  they  were  attacked  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy 
whicl)  had  been  collected  in  Sorausen.     The  enemy  was,  how- 
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pver,  soon  driven  back  with  imm-nso  loss,  nnd  found  l.im^olf 
exposed  to  a  most  pallin^r  and  dostructivo   Hro,  «„   1,U  front 
flanks  and  rear,  from  the  light  troops  of  this  division,  and  from 
the  heights  occupied  by  the  fourth  division,  and  General  Camp- 
bell's Portuguese  brigade.     In  order  to  extricate  his  troops 
from   the  difficulties  in   which  they  were  placed,  the  enemy 
attacked   the   height   on    which  the  left  of  the  fourth  divi- 
sion stood,  and  of  which   they  obtained  a  mom(.ntary  pos. 
session.     They  were,  however,  quickly  aUacked.  and  obli.rc.1 
to  abandon  it  with  great  loss,  by  the  efforts  of  the  Ttl-  Caca- 
dores,  supported  by  Major  General  Ross.     The  battle  now  be- 
came general  along  the  whole  front  of  the  heights  occupic-d  bv 
the  fourth  division;  and  after  repeated  and  desperate  efforts  o 
ihc  enemy  to  force  this  position,  he  was  repelled  «  wU  m- 
^^seloss:'     The  ft.rth  division  greatly  distinguished  itscl'^ 
1  he  contest  was  almost  entirely  with  the  bayonet;  and  the  40th. 
^th,  20th,  and  23d  regiments,  charged  no  less  than  four  times. 
Ihe  enemy  s  loss  was  severe,  and  exceeded  6000  ...en  in  killctl 
and^wounded.    The  Spaniards  and  Portuguese  behaved  most 

Baffled  HI  his  great  object,  the  relief  of  Pampluna,  and  find- 
mg  It  vam  to  expect  any  success  against  the  allied  army,  the 
enemy  began  to  strengthen  himself  in  the  formidable  position 
which  he  occupied,  and  accordingly  called  to  his  assistance  the 
roops  which  had  been  opposed  to  General  Hill,  and  who  had 
followed  lus  march.    Re-enforced  by  these,  they  endeavoured  to 
turn   the  left  of  the  allied   army,    by  an  attack  upon  that 
General.     The    29th   was   spent   by  both    armies   in   move- 
ments connected  with  their  future  views;  and  while  the  enemy's 
whole  attention  was  directed  to  the  plan  of  turning  the  left  of 
the  allied  army,  he  found  himself,  by  the  skilful  manoeuvres  of 
•s  antagonist,  placed  in  the  situation  he  had  ,n  view  to  place' 
1    alhed  army.     His  right  was  turned  by  the  allied  army, 
nd  himself  attacked  and  driven  «/..„,  tke  strougcst  posJu 
ever  occupred  by  troops''*  and  in  his  retreat  fro^i  which  he 
lost  a  great  number  of  prisoners.     IJvery  effort  of  the  enemr 

•  WelUn^on's  dispatch,  August  1st,  1813. 


to  maintain  himself  for  nny  length  of  time  within  tlic  Spatiish 
IronticrwnH  totally  unavniling.  Mis  most  skilful  manccuvros 
v/err  watched  and  defeated.  Piwition  ofter  position  w«« 
chosen  by  Soult.  Every  one  was  instantly  turnotl,  or  tak- 
en at  the  point  of  the  boyonctj  and,  by  the  2d  of  Angijst, 
the  enemy's  remaining  force  was  driven  completely  beyond 
the  Spanish  frontier,  in  disorder,  shame,  luid  disgrace;  and  the 
allied  troops  occupied  the  same  positions  along  the  whole  line 
wliich  they  did  on  the  25th  July,  the  day  on  which  Soult  !)> 
gan  those  operations  that  wore  to  enable  him  to  celebrate  hin 
Master's  birth  day  in  Vittoria.  The  attack  on  the  lower  Bi(U 
assoa,  made  by  General  Villate  upon  the  Spanish  troops  under 
General  I^nga,  for  the  piirpose  of  succouring  St.  Sebastian's, 
and  which  was  made  on  the  28th,  had  no  better  success  than 
the  others,  as  the  enemy  were  driven  back  with  considerable 
loss.  The  enemy,  on  the  28th,  finding  all  hopes  of  defeating 
the  allied  army  vain,  sent  oft"  his  heavy  artillery  into  France,  for 
which  reason  none  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  allies.  On  the  28th 
and  SOth,  he  lost  fully  4000  prisoners  ond  much  baggage,  His 
killed  and  wounded  must  have  been  great,  and  have  been  esti- 
mated at  1 5,000  men.  And  it  is  certainly  not  too  much  to  state 
his  total  loss  at  30,000;  though  officers,  who  wore  eye  wit- 
iicsses  of  these  battles,  describe  them  as  most  sanguinary,  and 
estimate  his  loss  as  high  as  25,000  men.*    The  conduct  of 

•  From  a  Britirii  officer  belonging  to  the  99d  regiment,  who  was  in  these  baltlej. 
I  am  indebted  for  tiie  following  account  of  the  French  lost,  as  acknowledged  by 
French  officers  of  rank  at  the  time.  It  bcv^  every  appcaraqce  of  being  tolerably 
correct: 

2Sth  July,  at  the  Mayo  paM,«<'««»»«»«*»..>v>v>  4,ooo 
Do.  Roncesmlles  do.  ««««*««>.«««.««.  1,700 

526th  and  27th,  diflerent  place!),  .«'m.«<.vv«*.««««  70Q 
28th,  near  Pampluna,«***w.^«.»^^»*^v»*,.»*^  6,000 
30th,  da        ^^»>.»>^>^>^^^vx^»  7,000 

SI  St,  Donna  Maria,««««««»««^.%««««««^M«««,*«  2,000 
1st  and  2d  August,  v*<-««^<^^«%<,.t»tt»>t^  1,000 


22,400 
To  which  must  be  added  the  loss  on  the  28th,  In  the  attack  on  the  lower  Bidassoa, 
in  order  to  relieve  St  .Sphasti'nn'o  i»h;<.i.  »,.  ~ — .'j i,i.  u... i. *•       • 
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ihcwh..lc  alliod  army,  omcer,  nn.l  mm,  mcntc.l  «„.!  rccci.- 
cU  the  highest  ,,nusc..  Their  lo.s  wa,  „l,o  sovoro,  and  a- 
moumod  to  7.000  .nen.  4...00  of  whom  were  IJ.itlsh.  To 
-ddtotho  honour  of  these  briliia,.  achievements,  the  n,o«t 
dcHpernte  and  Hk.  ful  eflbrts  of  the  French  Chief  an<l  hi,  M 
army  wore  balHcd  and  defeated  by  only  „  part  of  the  arn.y  of 
the  nihes;  for  a  strong  force  was  en.ployed  against  both  I'an.- 
plana  and  St.  Sebastian's  at  the  san.e  moment 

In  this  battle  the  Murquis  of  Wellington  is  said  to  have 
had   a   narrow    escape.      A    nearly    spent    shot   struck    the 
.word  plate  of  hi,   aid-de-camp,    the    Manjuis   of  WorJe^ 
or.    knocked    him    off  his    horse,    and,    jiancing.     ,2Z 
hrough  the  Marquis  of  Wellington's  sash.     The  alHcd  Loop, 
bore  the  severe  privations  they   were  exposed   to   with   the 
greatest  cheerfulness.    The  enemy's  retreat  was  most  disastrous, 
the  soldiers  throwmg  away  their  arms,  and  begging  on  their 
knees  for  quarter.     Nearly  the  whole  was  decided  by  the  bay- 
onet,  at  which  no  soldier  can  equal  the  British;  and  hence  the 
enormous  loss  of  the  enemy  i„  attacking  the  strong  positions 
where  they  were  uniformly  repulsed.     The  Spaniardland  For' 
uguese  did  the.r  duty;   the  soldiers  of  these  nations  rival- 
led  the  heroes  of  Britain,  and  in  a  more  particular  manner  the 
Spontsh  regjments  of  cl  Principe  and  Travia  distinguished 
hemselves^  .a  defence  of  the  height  which  commanded  the  en- 
trance  of  Pampluna.     Such  was  the  results  of  the  battles  of  the 
Pyrenees,  where  Marshal  Soult,  the  best  of  the  French  Ge- 
nerals, commenced  his  operations  with  the  most  determined 
ardour  and  consummate  skill,   and  was  every  where  baffled 
and  defeated  with  great  loss  and  disgrace.     The  plan  cf  the 
enemy  was  of  a  gigantic  nature.    It  was  skilfully  laid,  and  of 
he  most  danng  and  comprehensive  kind.     He  was  sanguine  in 
Ins  expectations  of  success,  even  to  a  point  much  beyond  the 
celebration  of  the  birth  day  of  Bonaparte  at  Vittoria.     Those 
tactics,  which  in  French  phraseology,  had  so  often  commanded 
su«:ess  and  decided  the  fate  of  empires,  were  here  called  forth 
and  put  in  execution  to  the  utmost  limits  that  the  means  would 
,    n-  ag„?„  ,„^^  „.j.j.c  jjjosj  signaiiy  defeated.     Again  and 
«ga.n  had  the  British  General  and  his  brave  army  .^rested 
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ihelr  utmost  strength   and  baffled  their  utmost  skill,   before 
the  other  nations  had  learned  to  follow  up  with   success  his 
glorious  example.     The  French  papers,  so  eager  to  publish 
the  first  accounts  of  Soult's  partial  success,  suddenly  drop- 
ped the  curtain  over  his  operations;  and  preserved  then,  and 
since  a  p'-ofound  silence  with  regard  to  them.     Jourdan  and 
Joseph  enjoyed  the  satisfaction  to  find   that  other  men  were 
only  like  themselves.     Soult  was  compelled  to  celebrate  his 
Master's  birth-day  on  the  banks  of  the  Nive,  in  place  of  the 
banks  of  the  Zadora;  while  the  British  General,  from  those 
*'  proud  heights  which  ovQriooked  their  fertile  vallies,"  cast 
down  such  a  frown  of  scorn  and  indignation  on  the  servile  race 
below  him,  as  turned  their  joy  into  mourning.     The  feelings  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  sacred  territory,  could  not,  at 
this  moment,  be  of  the  most  pleasing-  description.     As  they 
cast  their  eyes  to  the  Pj'renees,  they  beheld  their  lofty  sum- 
mits covered  with  embattled  hosts,  arrayed  in  arms  against 
them.     The  storm  their  collected  was  altogether  unlooked  for, 
altogether  unexjxicted.     The  approach  of  the  Spanish  troops 
they  must  have  beheld  with  fear  and  dread,  as  the  conduct  of 
their  own  government  and  armies  in  that  unlwjppy  kingdom, 
warranted  the  utmost  evils  which  the   Spanish  warrior  could 
inflict  (Ml  the  enemies  of  his  country.     The  army  appointed  for 
their  protection  had,  before  their  eyes,  been  most  signally  and 

'  fompletely  overthrown.  The  situation  of  their  affairs  in  other 
quarters  was  such,  that  no  assistance  which  might  turn  the 
scale  in  their  favour  could  be  expected.  The  prospect  before 
them  was  gloomy.     On  those  proud  heights  which  nature 

■'  seemed  to  ha\>?  planted  as  an  impervious  barrier  against  the  at- 
tack of  every  foe,  Justice,  marshalling  her  hosts  to  the  battle: 

"  Before  their  eyes  indignant  lowr's, 
On  Marac's  *  gloomy,  Ruilty  tow'rs; 
.And  stern  Iberia'!^  Genius  caHs, 
Remembor  Tar/agona's  walls." 

While  these  brilliant  events  were  passing  in  the  Pyrenees, 
Zaragossa,  so  famous  for  its  glorious  defence  under  the  brave 

'^  Tli6  castle  near  Da^onae,  where  Boniiparle  resided  when  lie  Udnipped  tho 
royal  family  of  Spain. 
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Palafox    surrendered   to  the  indefatigable  Mina,  on  the  SOtli 
July.     In  the  fort  was  fbmul  47  pieces  of  cannon  and  500  pri- 
soners, together  wiUi  a  vast  quantity  of  amnumition,  arms,  and 
clothnig.     On  the  Kast,  Lord  William  Bentinck  continued  te 
iollovv  Suchet,  without  any  affair  of  moment  taking  place  be- 
tween them;  and,  by  the  1st  August,  he  had  reached  the  nei^jh- 
bourhood  of  Tarragona.     Suchet   had  here  collected   about 
40,000  men,  and  Lord  William  not  finding  himself  sufKcieutly 
strong  to  risk  a  pitched  battle,  retired  from  before  the  place, 
which  he  was  preparing  to  invest  in  a  regular  manner,  and  of 
which  the  enemy  immediately  took  the  advantage  to  withdraw 
the  garrison  and  blow  up  the  fortifications.*    On  the  1 5th,  a  very 
brilliant  affair  took  place  between  a  detachment  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  and  the  Brunswick  Hussars,  under  the  command  of 
Lord  Frederick  Bentinck,  in  which  the  latter  repulsed  the  ene- 
my  with  considerable  loss. 

The  complete  discomfiture  of  Soult  was  the  signal  for  the 
re-mvestment  of  St.    Sebastian's.     The  heavy  artillery  which 
had  been  sent  on  board  the  ships  in  the  bay,  were  quickly  re- 
landed,  and  again  placed  in  the  batteries.     The  operations  a- 
gamst  the  place  were  carried  on  with  unabating  ardour.    On  the 
26th  August,  the  fire  was  opened  against  the  town,  and  «  di- 
rectedagainst  the  towers  which  flanked  the  curtain  on  the  Eastern 
face,  against  the  dung  bastion  on  the  South  Eastern  anrrle,  and 
the  termination  of  the  curtain  of  the  Southern  lace."t  °0n  the 
night  of  the  same  day,  the  small  fortified  island  of  Santa  Clara, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  the  fire  from  which  .rroatly  an- 
noyed the  approach  of  the  allied  troops,  was  taken,  a"nd  the  de- 
tachment which  occupied  it  made  prisoners.    This  greatly  facili- 
tated the  ulterior  operations;  and,  on  the  30th,  in  addition  to 
the  breaches  which  had  been  previously  made,  another  was  ef- 
lecta  ,  and  upon  the  following  day  it  was  determined  to  storm 
the  place.     Tins  was  nn  operac.on  of  the  greatest  ilifliculty  and 
ilanger,  aiul  one  that  perhaps  no  other  but  British  troops  could 
have  succeeded  in.     The  storming  party  was  led  by  Colonels 

•  Wellington's  dispatch.  August  27th,  and  Lord  William  Bentinck's,  Angust  IGtlu 
t  Wc'lluigtan's  dispatch,  LewcB,  Seiitombcr  2iL 
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Hunt  and  Cooke,  and  by  Majors   Robertson  and  Ross,  with 
about  7.^0  volunteers  from  tlie  52d  regiment,  the  guards,  the 
ith  di«rision,   and  the  King's  Gernidu  Legion.     Tlie  enemy 
made  the  most  desperate  and  skilful  resistance;   every  thing 
that  bravery  could  effect  was  tried,  but  long  without  success. 
Notwithstanding  the  extent  of  the  breach  there  was  but  one 
point  where  it  was  possible  to  enter,  and  there  by  single  files. 
All  the  inside  of  the  wall,  to  the  right  of  the  curtain,  formed 
a  perfect  |)erpendicular  scarp  of  at  least  20  feet  to  the  level  of 
the  streets.     Troops  were  brought  forward  in  succession  to 
force  it,  but  in  vain;  "  no  man  outlived  the  attempt  to  gain 
the  ridge"*  of  the  curtain.     At  this  critical  moment  the  pre- 
sence of  mind  of  General  Sir  Thomas  Graham  was  most  con- 
spicuous.    He  ordered  tho  artillery  to  be  turned  agi^inst  the 
curtain.    Under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Dickson  a  tremendous 
and  well  directed  fire  was  opened  against  it,  the  shot  "  passing  a 
few  feet  only  over  the  heads  of  our  troops  on  the  breach."f 
This  measure  being  attended  with  the  desired  effect,  orders 
were  given  to  gain  the  high  ridge  at  all  hazards,  while  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  storm  the  horn  work.     The  troops  destin- 
ed tor  this  hazardous  enterprize  were  the  2d  brigade  of  the  5th 
division,  commanded  by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Charles  Greville, 
the  battalion  of  the  Royal  Scots,  under  Colonel  Barnes,  sup- 
ported by  the  38th  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Miles.     These 
troops  fortunately  arrived,  A^hen  an  explosion  of  the  rampart  of 
the  curtain  (occasioned  by  the  fire  of  the  artillery)  created  some 
confusion  amongst  the  enemy.     The  narrow  ridge  was  quickly 
giiined,  and  maintained  after  a  severe  conflict;  and  in  the  mean- 
line  the  troops  had  forced  their  way  into  the  town  in  other 
places,  upon  which  the  enemy  fled,  and  after  a  great  loss  retir- 
ed into  the  castle,  leaving  the  allies  in  possession  of  the  town, 
almost  in  ruins.     The  loss  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  as  may 
easily  be  conceived,  was  severe,  and  amounted  to  2,500  men, 
killed  aiul  wounded,  of  which  1,700  were  British. 

Thus  fell  the  important  fortress  of  St.  Sebastian's.     The  re- 
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maiiider  of  the  garrison  shut  themselves  up  in  the  castle,  where 
they  surrendered  themselves  as  prisoners  of  war,  on  the  9th  af- 
ter Imvinrr  defended  the  place  in  the  most  determined  manner, 
until  It  was  literally  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  all  the  artillery  nearly 
rendered  unfit  for  service.     In   it  surrendered  about  1800* 
men,  bcinn;  about  one  third  of  the  original  strength.     A  great 
quantity  of  ammunition,  and  93  guns  were  found  in  the  place. 
On  this  occasion  the  British  army  surpassed  its  former  exploits, 
and  the  siege  and  capture  of  St.  Sebastian's  forms  one  of  the 
boldest  and  most  honourable  events  in  the  history  of  the  war 
m  the  Peninsula.     Aware  of  the  vast  importance  of  the  place, 
Soult  on    the   very   day  on  which   the  town   was   taken  by 
storm,  having  collected  a  force,  from  30  to  40,000  strong,  on 
the  Lower  Uidassoa,    made   another  desperate   effort   for  its 
relief.     In  this  attempt,  however,  he  was  equally  unsuccessful 
as  m  all  his  other  operations.    After  repeated  efforts  he  was  driv- 
en back  with  great  loss;  and,  what  was  of  greater  importance,  his 
discomfiture  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  bravery  and  the  firmness  of 
the  Spanish  troops,  «  whose  conduct  (said  the  xMarquis  of  Wel- 
lington) was  equal  to  that  of  any  troops  that  I  have  ever  seen  en- 
gaged."t  I'l  this  second  defeat  of  the  enemy's  designs,  part  only 
of  the  allied  army  was  engaged,  whose  conduct,  officers  and  men, 
ueceived  the  highest  praise  from  their  great  leader.     The  loss  of 
th,;  allies  in  this  aOkir  exceeded  2100  men,  of  which  only  417 
were  British.     That  of  the  enemy  has  been  estimated  as  hi^h 
as  7000  men,  and  probably  exceeded  5000.  '^ 

On  the  east  coast,  however,  the  operations  of  the  war,  seemed 
destined  to  be  attended  with  different  results.  Suchet,  havin<r  col- 
lected a  considerable  force,  on  the  1 3th  attacked  the  advanced  di- 
visions ol  Lord  W.  Bentinck's  army,  posted  at  the  pass  of  Ordal. 
Alter  a  gallant  resistance  they  were  forced  to  give  way,  and  a- 
baiidon  four  pieces  of  cannon  to  the  enemy.  Lord  William 
Bnuinck  immediately  drew  off  the  army,  on  the  Uth,  to  Ven- 
tln.ls,  a,ul  afterwards  lo  the  neighbourhood  of  Tarragona, 
without  further  loss,  notwiilistanding  the  attempts  of  the  ene- 
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mj^'s  superior  cavalry.  The  loss  of  the  allies  in  this  affair  a- 
mounted  to  470  men,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing;  but  whicli 
the  onr'my,  with  his  usual  effrontery,  magnified  to  3500  men. 
Finding,  however,  he  could  make  no  farther  'mpression  upon 
the  nilied  army,  he  retired  behind  the  Lobrt^at.  The  Duke 
del  Parque  was  more  successful  against  a  part  of  the  garrison 
of  Tortosa,  4000  strong,  who,  on  the  19th  August,  made  a  sor- 
tie from  that  place,  and  which  he  drove  back  with  very  consi- 
derable loss. 

Leaving  Spain  for  a  little,  it  is  now  time  again  to  turrt 
our  attention  to  a  wider  field,  and  stili  more  important  opera- 
tions. During  the  continuance  of  the  armistice  in  Germany, 
art  attempt  was  made  to  assemble  a  Congress  at  Prague,  in  or- 
der to  negotiate  a  general  peace;  but  in  which  scarcely  any 
protrress  was  made,  from  the  domineering  spirit  and  unbend- 
injjv  disposition  of  the  enemy.  The  system  of  education  car- 
ried by  the  "  School  Boy,"  Lord  Walpole,  to  Vienna,  had 
been  generally  learned,  and  its  doctrines  and  maxims  were 
now  about  to  be  put  fairly  in  practice.  *'  Already,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  December,  considerable  steps  had  been  taken  on 
the  part  of  the  Austrian  cabinet,  in  order  to  dispose  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon  to  a  quiet  and  peaceful  policy,  on  grounds 
wliich  equally  interested  the  world  and  his  own  welfare.  These 
stejjs  Were  from  time  to  time  renewed  and  enforced,"*  but 
without  any  effect.  "  Bonaparte  would  hear  of  no  proposition 
for  peace,  that  should  violate  the  integrity  of  the  French  em- 
pire, hi  the  French  sense  of  the  twrd;"f  and  Austria,  who  had 
in  vain  attempted  to  secure  the  independence  of  Europe,  by  act- 
ing the  part  of  a  mediator,  saw  that  she  could  remain  so  no  long- 
er. France  would  yield  nothing  that  could  restore  even  a  sha- 
dow of  liberty  to  Europe;  and  when  Austria  began  to  speak 
of  peace  to  "  the  Sovereigns  united  against  France,  instead  ot" 
any  answer  to  Austria's  pr(^sitions  for  r.egociation,  and  her 
offers  of  mediation,  they  laid  before  her  the  public  declarations 
of  the  French  Emperor."^:  Indeed,  how  could  they  act  other- 
wise.    Austria  was  deeply  sensible  of  the  justice  of  these  iro- 
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*^edings,  and  the  propriety  of  their  conduct,  and  aware,  that 
he  actual  state  of  things   could  not   Ue   contn.u.u,'    and 
that  by  one  means  or  other,  either  by  negociation  or  by  the 
force  ot  arms,  a  new  state  of  things  must  be  effected.-     Ho. 
volvmg  tins  important  truth  in  her  mind,  Austna  saw  plainly 
that  "  under  existing  circumstances,  she  ought  no  loLer  to 
confine  herself  to  act  a  secondary  part,  but  should  appfar  ia 
force  upon  the  stage,  and  decuie  as  an  independent  ^-^er."^ 
Ihis  she  did  m  a  manner  which  justified  the  hopes  of  liurope- 
and  wuhoutlurther  circumlocution,  she  told  Napoleon,  that  if 
he  would  not  negotiate  under  her  auspices,  he  must  fi^ht  with 
her  ash.  enemy.  Napoleon  reluctantly  consented  to  thefirst  part 
olth..  mausp,cious  course,  still  hoping,  that  in  the  mean  time  ho 
might  have  it  in  h.s  power  to  set  Austria  at  defiance;  and  wishing 
^  usual,  ,    ,        it  believed,  that  he  consented  to  :  negociat  on 
or  the  sake  o  humanity,  he  caused  it  to  be  announced!  that  he 
had  proposed  a  Congress.     But  «  to  whom  this  proposition 
Has  addressed,   m  what  manner,    in  what  diplomatic  form, 
hrough  whose  organ  it  could  have  been  done,  a,..  pe,fectlu  un- 
hwwnjo  the  .'ustrian  Cabinet,  which  wa«  only  made  acquainted 
with  the  circumstance   through    the  medium   of  the   public 
prints.  X     After  various  delays,  however,  it  was  at  last  settled, 
hat  a  Congress  should  assemble  at   Prague,  but  in  which 
kance  was  no  longer  to  dictate  to  Europe.     Into  the  his- 
tory  of  these  negociations,  it  is  not  my  intention,  largely  to 
«nter;  as  the  chicanery  of  French  diplomacy  is  seldon.  either 
entertammg  or  instructive  in  any  thing  that  is  good;    and 
epr  ncipa    account  which  we  have  of  them,  are  only  from 
the  doubttul  authority  of  the  enemy.     Bonaparte  in  his  ac- 
count ot  the  correspondence  with  Austria  previous  to  this 
event,  attempts  to  load  the  Austrian  Cabinet  with  duplicity 
and  msmcerity;  and  if  his  statements  were  correct,  cer\,«nlr 
Ke  had  some  reason  to  do  so,  had  his,  own  conduct  been  at  that 
moment  «mcere  and  correct.     A»  ^natters  stood,  it  was  at  the 
"tmost  but  the  biter  bit;  and  Austria  was  under  all  circum- 
stances, casdy  acquitted  of  blame  in  the  eyes  of  Europe.     Aus- 
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tria  knew  what  she  had  snflored  from  French  tyranny  anil  am- 
bition, and  saw,  that  slie  (Tould  at  tliat  moment  regain  what 
had  been  by   fraud   or  force   wrested   from   her.     She   was 
aware,  that   the  moment   was  approaching,  when  she  would 
have  it  in  her  power  to  chastise  her  ancient  and  implacable 
enemy;  she  was  also  aware,  that  at  this  moment,  she,  in  a  great 
measure,  held  in  her  hands  the  fate  of  Europe;  and  wisely, 
and  without  reserve,  determined  to  throw  all  her  strength  into 
the  scale  of  justice.     Situated,  however,  as  Austria  was,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  she  was  compelled  to  act  with  caution. 
The  only  army  which  she  had,  was  upon  the  Russian  frontiers, 
at  the  eastern  extremities  of  the  Empire,  while  any  movement  by 
her  in  favour  of  the  allies,  before  these  were  brought  nearer  the 
scene  of  action,  would  have  exposed  the  principal  part  of  her 
territories  to  have  been  over-run  by  the  formidable  forte  whith 
the  enemy  had  a«-3onibled  in  Italy,  upon  the  Mayne,  and  in  Bava- 
ria, thereby  losing  those  important  provinces,  where  a  combina- 
tion was  formed  in  the  most  favourable  position,  which  ultimately 
brouf^ht  utter  ruin  upon  the  enemy.     Still  nothing  but  French 
security  could  have  been  so  completely  duped,  or  vanity  de- 
ceived, if  these  were  so,  by  the  mission  of  Prince  Schwartzen- 
berg  to  Paris;  which  Metternich  assured  Otto  was  only  intend- 
ed to  shew  the  greater  respect  for  the  French  government, 
*'  by  making  appear  al  the  Court  of  France,  the  Commandant 
of  the  Austrian  corps,  proceeding  to  his  Chief  to  receive  his  or- 
ders."*    There  he  very  like'y  received  orders  he  never  meant 
to  obey,  and  obtained  information  of  the  enemy's  plans  and  de- 
signs, which  enabled  him  afterwards  to  act  such  a  decisive  part 
against  him.     Bonaparte  though  he  wished  to  load  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Austrian  cabinet  with  insincerity,  was  not  a  person 
to  be  so  easily  duped,  and  saw  clearly  the  intentions  of  Aus- 
tria, as  the  death-like  silence  which  he  always  maintained  con- 
cernino-  her,  clearly  evinced  to  the  impartial  observer.    But 
>nhile  he  had  any  hopes  of  attaching  her  to  his  cause,  or  pro- 
(crastinating  her  junction  with  the  allies  till  it  might  be  too  late, 
]iQ  affected  not  to  notice  her  conduct,  nay  even  to  applaud  the 

f  Metternich  to  Otto.    Otto's  letter  to  the  French  Government. 
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spirit  which  she  shewed  in  taking  upon  herself  the  part  of  a 
mediator,*  wi.iie  he  supposc-d,    or  aiH-cted  to   supj.ose,    that 
these   procaedings   would  render  him  any  service.     He  en 
deavoured   to  cajole   her   with   a  deference   to   J.e'r   opinion' 
which   he  disregarded  in   his   heart,    and  with   promises  he 
never   njoant   to  fulfil.     Pnusia   who   had   dared   to   lift  up 
her  arm  against  French  tyranny,  was  not  to  be  curtiiilcd  of 
her  power,    if  beaten,   but  to  be  obliterated  from  the  man 
ot   Europe.     «  Napoleon   considered   the   dissolution   of  tli- 
Prussian  monarchy,  as  a  natural  consequence  of  her  defec 
tion  from  France.-f     He  offered  to  guarantee  to  Austria,  and 
urged  her  to  seize  the  finest  provinces  of  that  kin.rdom  t  in 
order  to  induce  her  to  join  his  cause;  and  what  parts  thereof 
his  willing  slaves,  Saxony  and  Denmark  were  to  obtain    and 
had  agreed  to  accept.  Saxony  and  Denmark  can  tell  if' thev 
choose,  as  well  as  Austria.     They  would  of  course,  have  come 
m  for  their  cl^'pendeni  share,  if  they  continued  to  fall  down  and 
worship  the  golden  image  of  French  ambition.     These  gifts 
however,  Austria  rejected  with  contempt;  the  conduct  of  Napo^ 
leon,  from  bitter  experience  had  taught  her,  that  any  gift  from 
him  only  sealed  her  own  degradation,  and  would  be  resumed 
at  pleasure.     Finding  that  Austria  treated  all  his  promises  and 
proferred  gdls  w.th  scorn,  he,  the  moment  the  c«mpai..n  be<.an 
pushed  on  after  the  allied  army,  in  the  same  headst^-on4„J 
regardless  manner  which  he  had  done  during  the  nreccdin«. 
year  in  Russia,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  destroy  their  chief  forct- 
after  which  he  imagined,  that  he  would  be  able  either  to  intimi' 
date  or  dictate  to  Austria.     I„  this  the  cautious  policy  of  the 
allies  completely  disappointed  him. 

Nevertheless,  though  Austria  aid  the  allied  powers  were  de- 
termined to  establish  the  independence  of  Europe,  upon  what 
they  at  that  time  conceived  to  be  a  firm  foundation;  Uiere  is 
no  reason  to  doubt,  that  the  terms  of  Peace  intended  to  be 
oflered  to  the  enemy  in  the  Congress  at  Prague,  were  much 

•  "  Ho  -en  acknowledged  them,  (the  Austrian  prepamtfons.)  as  nece««ry,  and 
J  ustifiud  them  m  more  than  one  instance."     Austrian  declaratio... 
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i»ore  advantageous  than  any  which  they  were  ever  likely  to 
oflPer  to  France  again.     It  was  generally  supposed,  that  they 
would    have    allowed   the    Rhine   to  be   the    boundary    of 
France,  thus  leaving  all  the  Netherlands,  and  perhaps  Holland 
also  under  her  controul;  but  any  point  to  relinquish,  or  con- 
cession to  make  by   France,  was  instantly  rejectetl  by  Bona- 
parte with  menace  and  disdain.     «  At  one  time  with  menachig 
indignation,  at  another  'with  bitter  contempt i  as  if  it  had  not 
been  possible  to  declare  in  terms  sufficiently  distinct,  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  not  to  make  to  the  repose  of 
the  world  even  one  single  nominal  sacri^e."*     In  vain  it  was 
exjiected  by  Europe,  that  the  terrible  disasters  of  the  preced- 
ing year,  "the  effect  of  Divine  Vengeance,  would  have  inclined 
the  Emperor  of  France  to  a  less  murderous  system,  and  that  he. 
would  have  consented  to  let  the  world  beat  peace;  but  this  hope 
has  been  disappointed,  and  that  peace  which  all  governmetits  de- 
sire, and  which  eveiy  government  has  proposed^  has  been  rejected 
by  the  Emperor  Napoleon."-\-     With  such  a  government  all 
negociation  was  vain.     Surprise  was  attempted  to  be  feigned 
by  many  at  the  time,  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  Austria. 
Much  doubt  was  also  expressed  of  her  sincerity  in  the  cause  in 
which  she  was  about  to  embark,  originating  from  the  dread 
of  that  influence,  which  it  was  supposed  the  family  connexion 
between  the  Emperor  of  Austria  and  the  French  ruler  might 
occasion;  as  if  family  connexions  were  ever  known  to  have  any 
tlecisive  influence  upon  the  interests  and  politics  of  nations,  and 
still  less  so  could  any  thing  of  that  kind  be  expected  to  he  the  case 
in  the  present  instance,  where  direful  necessity  alone  had  sealed 
the  bond,  and  the  unfeeling  arm  of  the  haughty  conqueror  dic« 
tated  the  contract.    That  Austria  would  have  the  smallest  feeling 
for  the  prosperity  of  Bonaparte,  was  utterly  impossible.     The 
man  whose  ambition  had  stripped  her  of  half  her  dominions— 
who  had  trampled  upon  and  insulted  her  illustrious  head  in  his 
low  estate,  was  by  no  means  likely  to  obtain  her  regard.    Ac- 
cordingly, his  disasters  in  Russia  were  the  signal  for  her  defec- 

*  Austrian  declaration,  August,  1 8 13. 
t  Crown  Prince's  address  to  his  wnay,  Oranienburgh,  Aug.  15th,  IQIiJ. 
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tion.    She  perceived  with  aitisfaction,  that  the  gigantic  arm 
was  broken  by  Russian  patriotism,  and  withered  by  Siberian 
storms  which  had  beat  her  to  the  ground;  and  at  the  moment 
when  her  aid  was  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  him,  she  aban- 
doned him  to  his  fate,  recalled  her  troops,  and  entered  into 
negociations  with  his  victorious  antagonists Could  such  con- 
duct ever  be  forgotten  or  forgiven  by  Bonaparte?  Austria  knew 
him  too  well  to  suppose  that  it  would.     She  had  passed  the 
Rubicon,  and  in  reality  she  must  proceed  to  pass  the  Rhine. 
She  therefore,  augmented  her  troops  on  the  side  of  Italy,  she 
assembled  an  army  on  the  frontiers  of  Bavaria,  and  at  the  same 
time  threw  her  main  force  into  Bohemia  upon  the  Saxon  fron- 
tier.    Foiled  in  his  object  of  obtaining  any  decisive  advantage 
over  the  Russian  and  Prussian  armies,    before  the  Austrian 
preparations  were  become,  so  complete  as  to  enable  her  no 
longer  to  appear  as  a  power  of  a  secondary  rank,  Bonaparte 
began  not  only  to  look  upon  her  preparations  with  alarm,  but 
to  take  measures  to  meet  them.     For  this  purpose,  soon  after 
the  French  army  passed  the  Elbe,  Beauharnois  was  dispatched 
by  him  with  the  utmost  haste,  in  order  to  collect  an  army  to 
defend  Italy,  and  attack  Austria  from  the  South,  while  at  the 
same  time,  eve)  y  re-enforcement  which  he  could  obtain,  was 
ordered  up  to  Dresden.* 

•  Re-enforcemer.ts  to  the  French  Army,  during  the  amiisttcc,  1813: 

Frankfort,  J.oie  17<A.-"  20.000  French  troop,  will  pass  the  Rhine  during  this 
and  the  following  week." 

Dresden,  Jane  im—"  To-day  the  Emperor  reviewed  15,000  troops,  just  arrived 
irom  France." 

Pari,,  Jan.  3Ut,  1813.-."  20,000  Italians  wait  for  order,  to  join  the  Grand  Ar- 
my. '  &c.     Official  address  to  Bonaparte  fmm  the  kingdom  of  Italy. 

Dreiden,  Julj,  m.~"  Considerable  re-enforceincnts  of  more  regiment,  of  infa..- 
try  and  cavalry  daily  arrive  from  Mayence." 

Slrasbm-gh,  J,U,,  ,5rf._There  has  passed  this  city  "  battalions  of  the  2d,  11th,  5tl., 
16th,  24th,  67th.  79th,  81st,  9.7d,  and  105th,  regiments  of  the  line,  and  of  tl.e 
7th  and  18th,  light  infantry.  Strong  detachments  of  the  7th  and  10th  light  infan- 
"y;  of  the  I53d  and  154th  of  the  line;  of  the  6th,  8th,  and  16th  mounted  eha.- 
scurs;  of  the  5th  lifrht  horse,  and  1 1  th  battalion  of  artillery  All  these  corps  hav« 
now  tlieir  full  con.pltnient."    These  re-enforcements  could  not  be  less  than  1 5=000.- 

Frankpn,  Juti,  2rf._"  The  27th  and  60th  of  the  line  passed  ycster.lay  for  tho 
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*  That  the  armistice  was  of  ail  vantage  to  Uonapurte  it  woin 
folly  to  deny.  It,  throu!»li  his  usual  methoils  ofdt'coption,  es- 
tablished him  in  the  opinion  ofthosr^  over  whom  he  ruled,  and 
a  few  others^  that  he  was  still  the  stron<i;est.  It  enahled  liim 
to  collect  with  more  facility,  and  to  organize  with  greater  lei- 

Bavnrian  army:  aUo  strong  marching  columns  and  numerous  convoys  of  artillcrj- 
pass  daily  for  Saxony." 

Frankfort,  J  y  ruh. — "  Tlic  day  before  yesterday  nlrfi-c  15,000  Preach  troo|), 
M'cre  in  Miyence.  Yesterday  5  battiilions  of  infantry,  oild  several  detucliinents  ot' 
cavalry  arrived  here." 

Franlcfort,  Juh/  8/A — "  The  Sth  light  infantry,  54th,  Clth.  and  O'Jth  of  the  line, 
have  left,  tliis;  replaced  in  the  garrison  by  the  5th,  llth,  32d,  and  (JOtli  of  the  line; 
at  this  moment  the  arrival  of  6  more  regiments,  which  are  crossing  the  Rhine,  arc 
announced." 

Dresden,  July  filh. — "  Considerable  re-cnforcemcnts  of  more  regiments  of  infan- 
try and  cavalry  daily  arrive  from  Mayence,  by  the  military  roads  of  Erfurt  ami 
I.eipsic. 

Dres.lcn,  July  18</j. — "  On  the  20th  a  considerable  number  of  troops  are  to  com- 
mence arriving  here;  the  raadafrom  Eisenach  are  covered  Willi  tliem.  The  Empe- 
ror hns  lately  reviewed  many." 

Frank  fort,  July  8t/j. — "  Nearly  3000  more  infantry,  and  several  numerous  dotacli. 
nionts  of  cavalry,  arrived  yesterday." 

U'urtzburgh.  July  4</». — "  Auger.-au  reviewed  in  one  of  the  squares  of  this  town, 
1 ,5,000  men,  of  the  Bavarian  Army  of  Observation.  July  5th.  Troops  to  this  .nrmy 
arrive  daily."  The  above  15,000  men  must  bo  those  whom  Sir  C.  Stewart's  <lis- 
{latch  mentions  having  arrived  at  Dresden,  under  St.  Cyr,  from  Wurtzbiir"li. 

Augsburglt,  July  Sth. — "  The  Itali.-in  corps  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  Ba- 
varian Army  of  Observation  at  W'urtzbiirgh  to-morrow." 

Augsburgh,  July  Oth. — "  Several  columns  of  French  and  Italian  troops  are  tra- 
versing  the  Tyrol  for  the  Bavarian  anny.  They  are  accompanied  by  several  rc;;i- 
ments  of  cavalry,  remarkable  for  their  fine  appearance."  Tliesc,  however,  iiiiiy 
more  properly  be  accounted  an  exchange  than  re-enforcements,  as  they  would  be 
replaced  by  other  troops  sent  to  Italy ;  and  accordingly  we  find  this  was  the  caw, 
from  the  following:   (still,  however,  it  augmented  tlie  force  in  Germany  ) 

Milan,  July  3(1. — "  The  52d  and  67th  regiments  arrived  at  Mantua  on  the  i>9th 
and  .TOth,  proceeding  to  the  Adige.  The  7th,  42d,  and  101st  regiments  are  imme- 
diately expected  at  Mantua.     To-day  the  troops  from  thi-i  bcfrin  to  march." 

Augsbnrgh,  July  Otli. — "  We  expect  in  this  place  a  Neapolitan  cori)8  for  the 
Grand  Army." 

Franlcfm-t,  July  \4th, — "  The  number  of  troops  which  pass  this  is  almost  vnhe- 
liembte.  Yesterday  so  many  cavalry  and  infantry  arrived,  that  our  town  and  the 
villages  were  cr  iwded  with  them. 

Frankfort,  July  iSili. — "  Several  more  regiments  of  cavalry  and  infantry  arrived 
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sm-o    numerous  ro-enforcomcnts,  and  to  fortify  Dresden    and 
thehnoof  the  Elbe,  with  such  care,  as  to  render  il  a  Vy 
o.-m.dable  pos.t.on  „,  such  hands.     Still,  thi«  was  aiterin.  the 
pUn  and  former  conduct  of  Bonaparte;  it  was  preparing  to  de- 
londh.mself,  not  to  conquer,  a  measure  he  had  hitherto  been  lit- 
tle accustomed  to.     But  of  whatever  advantage  it  was  to  him 
n  was  otstdl  more  benefit  to  the  allies:  it  gave'time  to  the  n.i:^ 
distant  Russian   re-enforcements  to  approach  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion, comp  etely  prepareci;   it  enabled  them  to  organize  the 
resources  ol   Prussia,  and  to  array  her  population,  heart  and 
hand,  m  a  more  eftectual  manner  against  her  oppressors.    It  did 
more    U  brought  together  a  numerous  army,  under  an  experi. 
enced  l«uler.  from  the  "  fields  of  Germany-fVom  the  banks 
of  the  Wolga  and  the  Don,  from  the  shores  of  Britain,  and 

tl.ifl'^^'""''  ^"""'  '"•""  ^"'""•'st.nding  the  p.ssage«of  French  troop,  throurf. 
th,s  place  we  are  to  see  a  still  grea..  number  pas.  during  the  next  fo-tnigh  7 

Jra.afoHJusu.t3J^^.  A  cohuu..  of  French  and  Poli.h  troops.  commandeJ 
I.y  General  Axanuto,vsky.  to-day  marched  for  the  army  "  '""""""ndej 

Frankfnr,,  Au,.  -t  10M._"  The  passage  of  troo,«  through  our  cJfy  continue, 
~.u,..,,.     v.terday  4000  infantry  and  cavalry  paied  forlird:;":: 

Lei,uc,  A.SUH  10.^.-..  The  passage  of  troop,  from  the  Rhine  ,o  Silesia  » 

Z  ""'""""  ,  ""  ""•  '""^  ""'"''"  ^'  ''"'''"  «''-•'■  •'-  passed  through 
«au..n.  Mncethe  conclusion  of  the  armistice,  is  estimated  at  ml  than  s"^ 

Fr,.,hf„r,   August  17M.-"  Yesterday  strong  detachments  of  the  old  and  youno- 
«.^ards.  and  a  squadron  of  counted  gre.diers  of  the  Imperial  g.  J  p^^Z 

fo^rm:r;th!^:f  ■"■','""  r'""'"'"""''^"^  """•--•  -'•thor^-en. 

orr-     V  r  '"""='"'  ""^  '■°'  ""'"'•"y  already  form  a  superb 

corps.        ^foHlU'ur,  October  Otk.  ^ 

^  M-Vench  forces  between  Jena  and  Magdeburgh.  150.000  men.     Paris,  October 

Jl  llT, t?  r'T'  '""  ""^  ''""'""'••  ='"'»  """  '  P--  J--»'^.  -any  more 
r  c  at\^,  1  '"'  *"^  ".T"'  ''  J'«'«'=''  -«--  -  shew  the  re-:nforcemenJ 
ulnd  at  that  tune  pressed  fonvard  to  the  army  in  Saxony.  These  were  treated 
aWa  r.cat.onsot  the  enemy  at  the  time,  hut  it  was  foun'l  to  he  real,  whentt^ 

wit:  t'o t'"-  T'''  ^'--^"^-— y  durst  appear  in' any  Jo  . 
.  «.thout  the  orders  or  the  permission  of  the  Government,  and  it  was  the  only 
count  wberem  they  adhered  to  any  thing  li.e  truth.     Indeed,  the  mi.i..^  f:    ^ 

"t  trance  was  m  reality  still  so  irrmif.  .!„.►  «..  „ :_   ' 

^•'  appear  fonaidable.   '  ° '  "T  "^'  '''^-e— «  "«.  necessary  to  iuaku 
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from  the  moiintairiH  of  the  North."*     It  also  arruycd,  with 
n  tri-mendous  enurfry,   the  whole  resoinoes   of  the    AuHtrian 
Jr.mpirc,  completely  orgauizetl  niul   prepared,  on  the  side  of 
Justice,    without   the  enemy  darinji;   to  move  to   prevent  it; 
and  last,    but  not  leiist,  it  threw,    with  irresistible  strength, 
the  sword  of  the  illustrious  Wellington  into  the  mighty  scale; 
for,  the  ottli/  remaining  gun   that  they  had,  and  every  thing 
else  which   belongetl   to  them,    taken  at  Vittoria,    formed  a 
weight  which,  suspended  in  the  stupendous  balance,  made  the 
acale  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  in  a  moment  '♦  tic/c  the  beam" 
'filings  were  in  this  situation,  approaching  fast  to  a  crisis, 
when  two  new  characters  made  their  appearance  upon  this 
important  theatre.     The  first  was  the  Crown  Prince  of  Swe- 
-den,  himself  a  Frenchman,  but  now  al)out  to  embark  with 
others  in  the  cause  of  nations,  so  long  and  so  grievously  op- 
J)re88ed  by  his  countrymen.     Bonaparte,  by  his   foolish  con- 
duct, had  made  this  man  and  Sweden  also  his  foe.     He  land- 
ed at  Stralsnnd  with  about  30,000  excellent  Sw^-dish  troops, 
lo  which  were  joined  about   10,000  British.     Lnmediately  af- 
ter landing,   he  set  out,  and  had  an  interview  with  the  Allied 
Sovereigns;  and  was,  without  delay,  appointed  to  the  high  and 
importjmt  command  of  the  army  destined  to  cover   Berlin, 
under  the  name  of  the  "  Armij  of  the  North  of  Germanj/," 
To   him  were  joined   a  vast  number  of  Prussian,    Russiau, 
and  other   troops,    from  different  parts  of  Germany.     The 
name  of  Bernadotte  was  well  known,  and  was  held  in  general 
respect  over  the  North  of  (termany,  and   his  st  ndard  now 
became  the  rallying  point  of  patriotism  from  every  State;  so 
that,  in  a  short  time,  lie  found  himself  at  the  head  of  a  most 
formidable  army,  to  a  man,  burning  with  vengeance  against 
the  oppressors  of  their  country,  and  ready  to  march  v.  herever 
he  chose  to  lead  it.     Of  all  the  armies  which  Bonaparte  had  to 
oppose  or  to  attack  him,  this  was  perhaps  the  most  dangerous. 
Though  composed  of  different  nations,  and  speaking  so  many 
different  languages,  each  was  animated  with  a  spirit  which  was 
understood  by  all— learned  or  unlearned— which  communicated 

*  Crown  FHsce's  sdsiCKtw  his  annjr,  August  iSih,  2815. 
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its  ardour  from  onch  to  all,  „n<l  from  wl,oHecommnn<lInff  frown 
tyranny  «hrimk  with  dismay.     Whatever  daug.r  it  i;«<l  to  on 
counter  it  wa,  .till  likely  to  augment;  like  the  nnow-bull  a.  it 
rolled  along,  ,t  would  continue  to  increase  till  it  overwheln.ed 
.t8  opponents.     The  po.Uion  it  wu«  destined  to  oecupy  was 
one  ot  the  .(greatest  importance,  and  it  will   be  shewn  i„  the 
sequel  how  well  they  discharge<l  the  duty  left  to  them.     The 
doubts  and  fears  expressed  by  many  with  regard  to  the  con- 
tluct  and  intentions  of  the  Crown  J^rinco  were  now  at  an  end 
and  his  junction  with  the  aruiies  in  Germany  was  hailed  with 
natisfaction  and  hope. 

The  next  personage  was,  the  bravo  and  virtuous  Morcau 
The  name  of  Moreau  was  famous  throughout  Europe,  as  a  ge- 
neral:  as  a  man,  he  was  respected  and  esteemed  by  his  ene- 
mies, and  regarded,  amongst  the  population  of  F.ance,  with 
aftection  and  regret.     Bonaparte  was  his   inveterate  enemy 
and  would  have  taken  his  life,  if  he  had  not  dreaded  the 
mdignation  of  France*  even  at  the  moment  that  he  maue  it  ap- 
pear that  Moreau  was  engaged  in  a  conspiracy  against  his 
throne  and  his  life.     Moreau  had  been  banished  i ,  America, 
by  the  tyrant's  orders,  where  he  had  now        d  several  ycars> 
m  retirement,  mourning  in  silence  ovrr  the  miseries  which 
Ins  country  endured.     The  awful  disasters  of  the  Uussian  cam- 
paign called  forth  all  his  feelings  for  his  distracted  countn-, 
groaning  unde.  the  most  awful  tyriumy;  and  being  invited  by, 
his  old  friend  Bernndntte,  and  also  by  the  Emperor  Alexan- 
<Jer,  he  left  America^  and  arrived  at  Gothcnburgh  durh.g  the 
armistice.     From  thence  he  ..cocseded  without  delay  to  the 
head^quarters  of  the  Allied  Sovereigns,  where  he  was  welcom- 
ed  with  respect  and  regard,  luid  immediately  appointed  to  the 
high  command  of  Major-General  to  the  allied  armies.     What 
were  Moreau's  precise  views  we  know  not,  but  it  is  extremely- 
probable  that  he  had  Uie  delivemnce  of  France  in  view,  from 
Her  late  odious  government;  and  had  he  lived  he  would  havo 
seen  his  plan  successful.     Moreau's  talents,  as  a  General,  were 
acknowledged  to  be  of  the  highest  order,  and  perhaps  there 
«'as  no  man  whom  Bonaparte  dreaded  more  to  see  fiditino. 
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ngainst  him.     His  arrival,  therefore  at  this  moment  was  cer- 
tainly a  great  acquisition  to  the  allies. 

The  negociations  at  Prague,  if  such  they  could  be  called, 
had  now  'ingered  on  for  several  weeks,  without  advnncing  any 
nearer  the  object  which  they  had  in  view.  The  allies  clearly 
perceived  that  the  object  of  Bonaparte  was  merely  to  gain 
time,  without  any  wish  for  an  accommodation  upon  just  and 
equitable  terms.  While  he  conceived  that  he  was  diverting  their 
attention  from  the  great  point  which  they  had  in  view,  he  was  at 
the  same  time  mo^t  strenuously  collecting  every  means  for  their 
destruction.  But  they  were  not  to  be  deceived.  Their  reso- 
lution was  taken:  ««  The  negociations  were  not  to  be  protract- 
ed beyond  the  10th  of  August,"*  unless  every  thing  at  that 
time  was  truly  pacific.  France  endeavoured  to  procrastinate; 
she  sent  a  minister  to  the  Congress,  but  he  had  no  instruc- 
tions; and  it  was  not  till  sixteen  days  after  the  time  proposed 
for  the  opening  of  this  assembly,  that  the  first  French  Pleni- 
potentiary arrived  at  Prague.  His  powers  were  then  found  to 
be  insufficient;  and  when  at  length  he  received  others  on  the 
Gth  of  August,  these  either  tended  to  leave  things  as  they  were, 
or,  what  was  worse,  to  render  them  more  confused.f  Tiie 
10th  of  August  arrived,  without  any  thing  being  done,  from 
the  unblushing  chicanery  and  evasion  of  tl»e  French  Minister. 
The  allies,  therefort,  without  hesitation,  took  a  firm  and  de- 
cided step,  which  cut  short  all  intermission,  and  shewed  to  the 
French  Minister  and  his  Master  that  they  were  not  in  a  situ- 
ation to  be  trifled  with,  by  unmeaning  words  and  insir.cere 
professions.  They,  on  the  10th,  caused  the  armistice  to  be  de- 
nounced, with  the  six  days  previous  notice;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  the  accession  of  Austria  to  the  Grand  Cause  was  noti- 
fied to  the  French  Minister,  This  important  event  was  bailed 
with  general  joy  throughout  I>rope,  To  Bonaparte  it  was  a 
terrible  blow,  and  what  he  durst  not  disclose  to  the  people  of 
France  for  a  considerable  time.  He  had  previously  made  it 
a  boast  that  no  Continental  Power  would  separate  itself  from 
France.     Addressing  himself  to  Britain,  «  fortunately  for  tlio 


5  Austrian  declafation,  Awg.  1813. 
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Continent  (said  he)  France  and  Austria  are  inseparable.  No 
Continental  Power  will  separate  itself  from  France;  all  will  be 
deaf  to  your  intrigues."*  The  Russian  snows  had  impaired 
the  French  Emperor's  optics  sadly;  from  that  period  he  could 
foresee  nothing. 

It  was  now  obvious  to  the  most  inattentive  observer,  that  a 
crisis  of  great  and  awful  importance  was  at  hand.     The  die 
was  cast— the  sword  was  once  more  unsheathed—the  scabbard 
was  thrown  away— accommodation  was  altogether  impossible, 
and  the  fate  of  Europe,  for  ages  to  come,  was  about  to  be 
decided  on  the  plains  of  Saxony.     No  middle  course  remained 
for  either  party  to  steer.     No  temporary  measures  could  any 
longer  be  adopted.     Europe  must  either  lose  her  indepen- 
dence, or  Napoleon  his  power.     «  The  necessity  of  this  war  is 
engraven  on  the  heart  of  every  Austrian,  of  every  European, 
under  whatever  dominion  he  may  live,  in  such  legible  charad 
ters,  that  no  art  is  necessary  to  distinguish  them."f    ««  No- 
thing," said  Schwartzenberg,  «  could  bring  the  minds  of  the 
French  government  to  reason.     We  do  not  singly  undertake 
this  combat.     We  stand  in  the  same  ranks  with  all  that  Eu- 
rope has  to  oppose  of  greatness  and  activity,  against  the  pow- 
erful opponent  of  her  peace  and  liberty.    Europe  expects  from 
you  great  deeds,  and  great  happiness  after  great  sufferings 
Itemember  you  must  cmquer:'t    The  ambition  and  power  of 
Bonaparte  had  long  been  incompatible  with  the  safety  and 
independence  of  Europe.      «  The  Emperor  Napoleon  canno^ 
Uve  at  peace  with  Europe,  unless  Europe  be  his  slave."§    Eu- 
rope was  determined  that  this  should  be  the  case  no  longer 
«  Every   where  the  ardent  desires  of  the  peQ|>le  anticipated 
the  regidar  proceedings  of  their  Governments.     Their  impa- 
tience to  hve  in  independence,  under  their  own  laws,  the  sen- 
tment  of -munded  and  national  honour,  and  the,  hatred  of  a 
loreign  dominion,  broke  out  in  bright  Jlames  on  aU  sides."1l 

•  Moniteur,  Dec.  51st,  1812. 

f  Austrian  declaration,  Aug.  1813, 

I  Schwartzonberg's  address  to  the  Army,  August  7fH. 

;'  * '"itcs  adurcss,  Aug.  I5tn, 

t  Austrian  declaration,  Aug.  1813, 
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BrigUf,  indeed,  nnd  far  did  these  flames  shed  their  animating 
influence,   prochiiming  woe  to  the  sacrilegious  liand   which 
opposed  them.     Never  had  mankind  witnessed  such  a  prospect 
as  Europe  at  this  time  exhibited.     The  whole  military  means 
and  resources  of  the  most  civilized  quarter  of  the  world  were 
now  collected  together,  and  fairly  pitched  against  each  other 
on  the  field  of  war.     The  scene  W4»3  awful,  but  magnificent: 
from  the  Adriatic  to  the  moutk  of  the  EHie — from  tl»e  Pillars 
of  Hercules  to  the  snow-daxi  summits  of  the  Pyrenees,  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  combatants  stood  ready  to  commence  the 
dreadful  combat,  the  effects  of  which  was  to  be  felt  to  tlte  uU 
termost  corners  of  the  earth,  and  by  ages  yet  unborn.     It  was 
not  the  rights  and  liberties  of  one  people  which  depended  up- 
on tlie  issue  of  this  struggle,  but  the  liberty  and  independence 
of  the  world  which  now  hung  in  tlie  balance;  and  while  the  ac- 
complishraent  of  this  object  fisr  tbe  security  of  the  present, 
and  the  repose  of  future  geaeiations,  was.  cor\.mitted  to  talenU 
and  resources  which  afforded  the  strongest  grounds  for  hope, 
rtiil  it  was  clear  tbati  these  had  tacoirtend  with  means  and 
abilities,  which  filled  the  minds  of  the  most  confident  with  fear 
and  apprehension.    From  the  spirit,  however,  which  animated 
the  allied  nations,  it  wa*  obvioms  that  reverses  would  only  be 
momentary  evik  to  tl>en»,  and  the  cause  of  protracting  the 
struggle.     To  their  enemies^  however,  defeat  was  irretrievable 
»uin,  and  the  blow  which  should  lay  the  French;  eagles  pro- 
strate on  the  plains  of  Saxony,  would,  it  was  obvious,  compel 
them  to  wing  thdr  way  heliind  the  Ehine  and  the  Adige»  and 
wake  the  Seine  fear  and  the  Po  tranble. 

During  the  armistice  the  enemy  had  not  been  inactive.  He 
saw  the  storm  which  was  collecting  from  all  quarters  for  his 
♦lestruction,  and  fearlessly  prepared  to  meet  its  fury.  Accord^ 
ing  to  the  accounts  of  a  press  which  durst  insert  nothing  with- 
out his  directions,  at  least  150,000  men  had  joined  the  formi-, 
dable  force  which  he  had  previously  assembled  round  Dres- 
den; and  l>esides  these,  further  armies  of  reserve  were  foniiing 
tipon  the  Mayne.  On  the  Bavarian  frontier  a  strong  Jbrce 
under  General  Wrede  was  assembled,  in  order  to  invade  Up- 
per Aubii  ia.     In  the  lliyrian  X'rovincfis,  and  on  the  side  of 
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Italy,    Beauharnois  had  assembled  a  formidable  army     Hn 
the  Lower  Elbe  the  force  under  Davoust  was  Considotable 
and  further  augmented  by  the  iniquitous  accession  of  Den- 
mark to  the  cause  of  France.     On  the  Vistula  Bonaparte  still 
held  the  strong  and  important  fortress  of  Dantzic,  as  well  as 
Modlin  and  Zamosce.     He  still  possessed  the  strong  Prussian 
fortresses  along  the  whole  line  of  the  Oder,  viz.  Great  Glo.ra„. 
Custrm,  and  Stettin;  but  his  position  on  the  Elbe  was^  i 
more  formidable  and  extensive  iwiture:  from  the  Bohemian 
frontier  to  the  mouth  of  that  noble  river,  he  held  the  whole 
of  the  strong  places  upon  it.     Hamburgh  he  hud  fortified  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  render  it  a  fortress  of  the  first  rank- 
Magdeburgh,  Wittenberg,    and  Torj.au,   were  well  sunpli«i 
and  strongly  garrisoned;  and  Irf '    ^:)rosden,  the  pivot  of  all 
his  operations,  was  strengthene       -    ,fch  a  manner,  that  from 
thence  to  Koningstein  was  one  complete  fortress,  and  of  such 
formidable  strength,  that  the  enemy,  exulting  in  it,  informed  the 
world,  that  «  a  camp  of  60,000  men,  leaning  upon  the  fortress 
of  Konmgstien,  and  being  able  to  manoeuvre  upon  both  baaks 
of  the  river,  (which  his  army  was),  would  be  umitackuble  bu 
any  force  •whatever.     Two  bridges  have  been  thrown  over  the 
Elbe,  opposite  the  fortress  of  Koningstien.     The  rock  of  Si 
lienstiet,  which  is  upon  the  right  bank,  within  half-cannon 
shot  of  Konmgstien,  has  been  occupied  and  fortified-  macra- 
mes,  and  other  military  establishments,  have  been  prepared 
iMthat  mt-resting  position,"*  &c.    On  the  fate  of  Dresden 
depended  the  fote  of  French  domination  in  Germany;  and 
therefore,  «  the  ever-sublime  genius  of  the  Emperor  was  car* 
riedto  the/omm>^  thought  of  fortifying,  during  the  armi- 
stice, that  capital  of  Saxony,  in  order  to  make  it  the  bulwark 
of  the  Oonfedcration  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  most  solid  gua- 
rantee of  his  victories.     The  fate  of  Germany  dopemled  upon 
this  great  military  measure,  which,  by  reducing  our  enemies 
to  the  defensive,   transported   into  their  own   states   all  the 
scourges  of  war."t    The  Cardinal  here  made  a  trifling  mis- 

.  _        ™-j--.*-.i.y  M»,.^       «?l^»flj  XOJt7« 

f  Cardinal  Muury's  aJdre^s  Paris,  Sept.  IM, 
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.  take,  for  it  was  not  his  enemies  but  lus  friends  who  were  now 
reduced  to  t"  :  drfensive,-  and  it  was  amonirst  friends,  not 
amidst  enemies,  where  his  Master  had  fixed  the  scourges  of 
Wftr.'  However,  considering  the  importance  of  tiiis  place, 
of  which  the  enemy  was  so  fully  awar'e,  and  the  fornii- 
dable  disposable  force  which  he  had  to  defend  it,  or  to  issue 
.  from  it  to  second  all  his  operations,  it  was  obvious  that  the 
allies  had  a  most  arduous  task  to  accomplish;  and  their  con- 
duct irt  bringing  he  cont<*stito  such  a  glorious  issue,  deserves 
every  praise  which  an  admiring  alul  grateful  world  can  be- 
stow. 

On  their  side,  also,  the  allies  had  been  actively  employed. 
They  knew  the  enemy  which  they  had  to  contend  with,  and 
duly  appreciating  his  strength,  and  also  his  want  of  principle, 
had  strained  every  nerve  to  meet  both.     Under  the  orders  of 
the  Crown  Prince,  the  army  of  the  North  of  Germany  was 
assembled,   consisting  of,    perhaps,  170,000  men,    (ir.cludinj,' 
those  besieging  the  fortresses  from  the  Vistula  to  the  f^lbo), 
90,000  of  whom  covered  Berlin,  while  the  rest  watched  the 
fortifications  at  Stralsund,  the  lower  Elbe,  and  the  fortrcssci 
on  the  lower  Oder;  100,000  more,  under  the  gallant  Blucher, 
formed  the  "  glorims  army  ofSilesiOj"  which  covered  that  im- 
portant   province,    and   blockaded    Great    Glogau.      From 
Schweidnitz,  in  Silesia,  the  allied  Sovereigns  entered  Bolie- 
niia,  with  80,000  men,  the  flower  of  the  army,  which  they  join- 
ed to  the  grand  Austrian  army  assembled  near  Prague,  and 
their  united  forces,    about  2*0,000  strong,    advanced  to  the 
northern  frontier  of  Bohemia,  near  Dresden.     40,000  men, 
imder  Prince  Reuss,  opposed  General  Wrede,  and  covereil 
Upper  Austria;  and  Generals  Nugent  and   Hillier  upon  the 
Illyrian  and  the  Italian  frontiers,  with  perhaps  70  or  80,000 
men,  opposed  the  projects  of  the  Viceroy  in  that  quarter,  and 
were  ready  to  enter  Italy.     The  hearts  and  good  wishes  of  the 
inhn!)itant5  of  the  Tyrol,  and  the  former  Austrian  possessions 
ill  Italy  were  with  them,  and  the  whole  population  of  Germa- 
ny, from  the  Elbe  to  the  Rhine,  awaited  only  success  on  the 
part  of  Uie  allies  to  hurl  their  fetters  against  the  heads  of  their 
•.oppressors,     The  IndividUai  wrongs  every  man  had  suifeni!, 
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tl»e  mmty  and  oppression  which  each  nation  had  so  lonir" 
endured  were  now  collected  into  one  tremendous  focus  of  opt 
position,  and  overwhelming  mass  of  resistance.  Individually 
and  collectively,  one  sentiment  animated  the  confederate  ar 
mies,  and  Death  or  Victory  was  the  watchword  of  this  formi- 
dable host.  Awaki!ig  from  their  dream  of  lethar<ry  «  their 
wahng  wasterriMe"-^aQh  individual  exclaimed,  in  the  lair- 
jjuage  of  Hector, 

-  Tha  canard  counsels  of  a  tira'rous  taronjf 
Of  reverend  doUrds  check'd  our  glory  long; 
Too  long  Jove  luU'd  us  with  lothargic  charms, 
But  now,  in  peals  of  thunder,  ci\'ls  to  a»ms."» 

Their  objects  and  views  were  expressly  declared  and  explicitly 
stated.     No  desire  of  conquest-no  wish  to  oppress  or  injure 
their  neighbours,  in  their  persons,  their  properties,  or  their 
institutions,  occupietl  the  thoughts  of  this  Confederation.    «  It 
IS  not  against  France,  but  against  th-  domineering  power  of 
France  out  of  her  own  borders  that  this  great  alliance  has 
raised  itself."t     The  nations  of  Europe   ♦'  have  no  designs 
against  France;  bat  they  are  determiaed  to  be  governed  "by 
their  own  princes  and  their  own  laws."|     Tliesc  sentiments 
Willie  they  cheered,  electrified  Europe;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  idle  raihngs  and  profligate  assertions  of  unprincipled  de- 
mocracy, alleging  the  utter  contempt  and  detestation  in  which 
the  people  of  the  Continent  held  their  old  governments,  still 
"  their  own  princes  and  their  own  laws"  formed  the  rallying 
point  of:  their  exertions-the  stone  which,  issuhig  from  the 
mountain,  and  whicii,  guided  by  an  arm  unseen,  struck  with 
iiresistible  force  the  tivmendou.  image  of  Gallic  despotism, 
ami,  in  a  moment,  dashed  it  into  ten  thousiuid  pieces. 

Before  proceeding  with  the  narrative  of  the  military  events, 
't  may  not  be  uninteresting  here  to  collect  into  a  short  table 

•  Pope's  Ilomtr's  Iliad,  Book  I5th,  verses  874-878. 
t  *Hl>wartzenberg's  address,  August  17th.  1813. 
i  Crown  Priuuo's  address,  August  15th,  itfli. 
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the  population  and  arn..e9  now  nrrayed  against  each  other. 
Nothing  like  the  present  situation  of  affairs  had  ever  occurred 
in  Europe,  and  it  is  hardly  possible  that  any  thing  similar  ever 
can  again*  It  may  serve  to  give  the  reader  a  clearer  idea  of 
the  magnitude  of  this  contest  than  any  words  can. 

CONTENDING  PARTIES,  AUGUST  1815. 


Great 
Russia 
Prussii 
Spain, 
Portug 
Swedei 


BR7TA1N  AND  HER  ALLIES. 
Great  Britiun  and  IrelaBd,««v..«v>^'vvwvkM  17,000^000 
Russia,  ■~»^.«wv»*w.***^k»v»»,«^.^«,.»»,»^  <!  9,000,000 
Prussia,  as  she  stood  before  1 807,  ■.■>»»,>»  10,000,000 


Austria,  • 

Spain," 

Portugal, 

oweuen,  **^  ■■■■--■■■  *»-^-i%T>-.-^^m,^vm,^_,_,_ 

Smly^w.  ■■■■■■■ - ii^ifctci. 


20,000,000 

11,000,000 

3,000,000 

S,000,000 

1,500.000 


But  then  I  ( 
amounted  t 
the  nation  « 
might  have 
The  folio 
against  eacli 
taken  from 


-1 14,500,000 


FRANCE  AND  HER  ALLIES. 
France  and  hor  acquisitions,  without  Italy,«„  3G,000,000 
Italy  and  the  Illyrian  provinces, 
The  whole  Rhenish  Confederation,**. 
Swisserland, 
Denmark, 
United  States  of  America,  «**«**.»«, 


13,000,000 
12,000,000 

2,000,000 

2,500,000 

8,000,000 

•  72,500,000 


In  faTOUr  of  the  allies,  *%*»%»%»«■»««, »<^%»,»t  42,000  000 

So  that  Austria  fairly  turned  the  scale;  while  she  remained 
united  to  France,  the  numbers  we^-e  nearly  equal.  The  follow- 
ing is  also  nearly  the  extent  of  the  militarj'  strength  which  each 
nation  had  on  foot  at  this  period. 


Renuiini 
Re-enfoi 

Pru 
Garrisoa 

dons 
Suppo».«  i 

Lost 

Garrisons 
Jiesides  fi: 


By  Monit 
iion  ( 


Vnnce,  Italy,  and  Rhenish  League,  and 

SwMserland,  »<*«*%% »<.»»»»vt<**<*.vwv*  1,150  000 

United  States  army  and  navy,  %vm«»»««v.«  70,000 

Deonuirk,    do.           do,       ****»>*»*»»  60,000 


1,260,000 


(a)  Ttie  Monit 
fliat  time  100,00( 
wanis  mentioned, 
Westphalian  divisi 

(*)    Monitcur,  , 
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BRITAIN  AND  HER  ALLIES. 


Greet  Britain,  »nny,  n«7y,  and  militia, 


Russia, 

Prussia, 

Spain, 

Portugal, 

Sweden, 


do. 
do. 

dn. 
do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


450,000 
600^000 
200,000 
i  50,000 
120,000 
60^000 


In  favour  oftlie  allies, 


1,580,000 
320,000 

But  then  I  do  not  include  the  national  guards  in  France,  which 
amounted  to  a  great  number,  in  fact  the  national  guards  were 
the  nation  armed,  and  from  whose  ranks  any  number  of  men 
might  have  been  raised. 

The  following  was  the  military  force  immediately  engaged 
agamst  each  other  in  active  operations  in  Germany  and  Italv, 
taken  from  official  authority. 


I  ill   m 


FRENCH  ARMIES. 
Remains  escaped  from  Russia, ***«**^w«v,», 
Re-enforccraente  advancing  throuijh  Poland  and 

Prussia,  about  ■'**^^U*».,%»,v»^»»»»»»»„«^»,^ 
Carriso.  of  Dantiic,  before  joined  by  remains  of  Mac- 

donald'8  array,  ,*,.^ ^ ^^^ 

Suppo.-  in  other  places  at  repassing  the  Niemen,  about. 

Total,  ^***»-.***^^..^^»»»^»^^^„ 

Lost  at  battle  KaUsch  with  aegnier'.^»»^ 


Garriscns  re-enforced,  (as  per  Moniteur,  different  dates,) 
Resides  fresh  re-enforcements,  remains  upon  the  Elbe,  (o) 


24,000 

90,000 

20,000 
30,000 

164,000 
3,000 

161,000 

ni,ooo 

50,000 


I'l  I 


FRENCH  RE-ENFORCEMENTS. 
By  Moniteur  of  March  1 8th,  and  oUier  dates  —35th  divi- 

8ion  of  Grand  Army,  5  brigades  6,220  men  each,  (6)       51,100 


Carri/  over 


81,100 


(a)  Ttic  Moniteur,  April  4th.  stated  the  Viceroy's  force  on  the  Elbe  to  beat 
tl.at  t.me  100.000  men.  If  we  add  the  pre«;nt  to  Laurleston's  fo«e  as  after- 
wards  mentioned,  which  was  near  Magdeburg,  we  will  find,  that  includi.i- the 
^estphalian  division  it  was  106,000.  * 

(*)   Moniteur,  July  26th.     Nuremberg,  Dec.  30th;  1812. 
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JJrought  forward  HI.IOO 

Putiiatowski's  oorps  r«.oi-ganixed,  (a)  30,00(K»'»^'.^'w«»»»*  1 8,000 

Davoiist's  first  corps,  on  lower  Elbe,  •.^•«»»»*v«««.»**»^^  30,000 

Victor's  2d  corps,  near  lower  Elbe,  »*»»-«.»*^«.*»v»»»«^  30,000 
Hegnier,  re-enforced  by  Saxons,  who  were  completed  to 

their  full  establishment,  *»»».»«.*,»»w»»»»»»»,^v»»»(6)  30,000 

Bavarian  division  on  his  left,  ■v..'m.«*«*».«..»»»*»,^»*»»»»»*(c)  6,000 

Lauriston  five  new  divisions  old  troops,  <v.««««««««««^.^v»  30,(KX) 

With  do.  1  Wesphalian  (iivision,'w^»«.**.»»«>»*»»»»»^,v*»^M.  6,000 

1st  Corp»  of  cavalry  with  Latiriston,  »</>«.»>.«»». «.^».v»<,  10,000 

Atarmont,  16th,  17th,   18th,  and  1 9tJi  divisions,*-    ^■"(d)  24,000 

Key,  8Ui,  9th,  10th,  29th,  38th,  and  39th  divisions^-^(«)  48,000 

Vandamnie's  corps  in  32d  military  division,  50  battal.  (/)  50,000 

Bertrand,  five  divisions  from  Italy,  ««»<.<>«^««««««««v«^  30,000 

Recalled  from  Spain  ibur  entire  regiments  foot  guards, «»  1 2,000 

Legion  Gens  de  Armei,  ««'»o«v>««v«««^»«vvv«,mm.*«m,v«,  3,200 

7th  Regiment  Polish  light  hor8e,**'«^'.»»»*»vy»»^«-»»»»,v»  800 

Ofl^cers  furnishied  by  Gent  de  Armgs,-^^^^^^-,^y,v^%^  3,000 
Reserve  in  the  interior,  150  battalion»,*>'.^y»»>»»^..**»^»»  150,000 
Do.  Guarding  32d  military  division,--.'v*.-.^*»»*«.*»»*^(g) 

I)o.  Illyria,  Venice,  and  coast  of  Adriatic'Mv%'*«««'w««%««.  40,000 
Cavalry  preparing  for  Germany,  one  half  ready,  besides  20,000 

old  horsemen  fully  ec|uipped,  and. then  on  the  Elbe,****  60,000 

Imperial  piarJs,  »^,*.»*^»^v.»>»^.^v..»^.^ »»»,»***(/,)  39,000 

'Carryforward         701,100 

(a)  Monitcur  Fei>ruary  1st. — "  Of  this  corps,  only  18,000  men  passed  through 
the  Austrian  territories  and  .icincd  Bonaparte  at  Dresden,  (see  disp.  June  21st,) 
the  remainder  must  have  been  lost  in  skirmishes  with  Sacken,  by  sickness,  or  thrown 
into  garrisons  in  Poland, 

(A)  Regnier's  Saxun  corps  continues  to  receive  numerous  re-enforcement!;. 
Frontiers  Saxony,  July  Is'  — "  Saxon  army  in  two  brigades  is  at  its  full  comple- 
ment" Dresden,  July  30th.— It  was  12,000  men  when  it  joined  the  French  after 
the  battle  of  Lutzen. 

'c)  "  Besides  the  corps  on  the  Inn,  we  have  garrlsoas  in  Bavaria,  and  6000  men 
in  Saxony,"  &c. — Augsburgh,  August  I6th. 

(rf)  These  divisions  were  probably  more  than  6000  each,  as  the  next  number  as 
well  as  a  previous  one  shews.  The  division  consisted  of  from  6  to  700O  men.  The 
division  of  a  corps  being  10,000  or  more. 

(e)  "  Corps  of  observation  commanded  by  Ncy,  consfats  of  ftur  divisions  of 
12,000  ipen  each."— Paris  April  9th. 

(f)  When  wtimated  by  battalions  these  are  generally  1000  each.  The  Monitciu 
April  14th,  says  "  By  the  15th,  50,000  men  would  be  in  the  32d  military  division." 

ig)  ITie  32d  military  division  comprehended  all  the  country  along  the  Gcm^n 
Ocean  from  Holland  to  the  Elbe,  and  therefore  the  force  here  mentioned  is  sup- 
posed to  be  that  under  Vandamme  already  given. 

{h)  Imprrial  guards  <iv?  divisions  infantry  and  9000  cavalry JUanajxtrtrU  /»>'- 
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Jinught 

Bavarian  army  at  Nymphenburgh,»»^»»^. 

Do.  army  of  qWrvation  at  Wurtzburgh,  ».»» 
^"-  do-  assembled  at  Munich, 

Danes  joined  Davoust,  *»»*»»«»*«%»v»»»»^«,^. 
Garrison  Bremen,»»,***»»^»,..»,^»^^^^^, 
Westplialian  corps  ready  at  Cassel,'.*vw»,»v»»»^», 
Array  of  Italy,  3  corps,  including  those  guarding 
Wirtemberg,  Baden.  Hessian,  Swiss  quotas,  « 
Garrisons  over  Prussia  and  I'oland,  &c  at  Uiat 


coast9,((/) 
datev  ««' 


Deduct  guarding  Interior,**.*,.****,^,.^^^^^^)     j  g^  ^^ 
Lost  till  ArmisUce, ^      ^^'^ 

—228,000 

Total  in  the  field  at  the  rupture  of  the  armistice, ».  7"^^ 

patch  June  25<A  Another  account  «,y..  "  The  Imperial  guards,  alone  a  formidaU. 
amy-co„s.st  of  34  regiments,  52  of  which  have  three  battalions."  Brr^.en,  J,^„ 
IS'/'M  Pa)^,.     And  by  F«nch  Expose  Februaor  S5tl.  1813,  their  numli^ 

give  68,800  men,  hut  a  number  of  these  were  in  Spain  and  Italy 

(n) "  25,000  Bavarians  at  Nyraphenburgh ;  Bavarian  army  of  obs^rvauon  at  Wuru- 
burgh  under  Augereau,  consisu  of  six  division,  of  infantry  and  2  divisions  of  cavaj. 
ry.  Jiona„„rte  s  4i^u,tch,  June  25//,.  And  beside,  this  army,  another  co™  of 
obscrvauon  is  assembling  at  Munich  of  10.000  men.  French  Papers,  &c 
(6)  Danes  joined  Davoust.  15.000.  Bonaparte's  dispatch,  June  25th 
(c)  «  Westphalian  corps  in  the  neighbourhood  prepared  for  the  army,  14  000 
rtrong."      Casicl,  April  '2Ut,  Moniteur.  ^ 

{d}  "Army  of  Italy  assembling  between  tl.d  Piave  and  U,e  Adige.  composed  of 
3  corps.  Sonaparte's  dispatch,  June  25th.  40,000  were  before  enumerated 
How  this  army  was  raised,  the  following  will  shew  us.  Official  decree.  Milan  No- 
vember  25th  1813.-"  15.000  conscripte  for  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  to  join  by  the 
J  5  th  December.  <        «        / 

mi,les,  December  05th,  1812.  Decree  dated  the  3d,  at  Molodetchino.  for 
2&  00  conscripts  to  be  called  out  to  join  the  army. 

,-•)  'n.e  quota  of  Wirtemberg  wa.  12,000,  Baden;  8000.  Swinsertand  12,00a 
Hcssm  at  least  8000  besides  others.     This  number  is  not  ove«tated.     These  powec 
fum.she.1  many  more  than  their  quota*,  of  which  the  following  ip  an  instance 
•'  12.000  infantry  and  a  train  of  artillery  marched  for  the  Gram!  army,  to  re-enfo«^ 
tlie  contingent  of  tl.e  Grand  Duchy."     Carlsruhe,  December  23d,  1812. 

(/)  This  was  the  number  besides  garrisons.  "  With  the  gairisons  in  thefortres- 
sei  of  France  and  Italy,  your  Majesty  ha.  therefore,  in  the  interior  of  your  domj- 
n.ons,  a  force  of  n.orc  than  300,000  men.  m„ano',  rr],ort  to  Senate,  January  1 6th, 
iS13.     At  this  times  thr  pniMMJn«:/i_^»);,..«i>_  c^.^  .o.^ •, .    . 

' - r ."•"  '-(rjw.  trtia,  irtTC  au  lO  ailUJt  (ji»,  (^j^ 
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HOW  DISPOSED  OF. 

Opposing  Crown  Prince,  S  corps,        - 

Do.  Blucher.  3  do.     •      - 

With   Boiupartc,  at  Dresden,  6  corps, 

X)o.  do.  Impifrial  Guards, 

With  Davoust,  1  corps,  and  at  Bremen, 

Danes,  with  do.  .... 

Illyria,  Italy,  &c  S  corps,  Beaubamoitf, 

On  the  Inn,  under  Wrede, 

At  Munich,       ..... 

Army  of  Observation,  under  Augereau,  at  Wurtzburgh,  46,000 

Okrrisons  in  Prussia,  Poland,  Saxony,  &c.  (a)         -     139,000 


90,000 
90,000 
180,000 
39,000 
32,000 
15,000 
90,000 
25,000 
10,000 


(6)  756,000 


ift)  The  following  were  the  number  of  men  in  the  different  garrisons,  viz, 

Daatzic,  SO.OOO—Mooiteur,  March  18th. 

Stettin,  9.000— Do.  do. 

Custrin,  9,000— Do.  do. 

Modlin,  7,100— Do.  do. 

Glogau,  6,00O— Do.  do. 

'   Zamocsc,  4,000— Do.  do. 

nurn,  4.500— Do.  da 

^iiidau,  3.200— Sui  --endered,  besides  loss  in  the  siege.  Allied  Offi.  Acct 

Zentochan,         3,200- Da  do.  da  Russian  Official. 

Torgau,  10,000— By  Moniteur,  18th  March,  «,000:  by  same  Paper,  Nu- 

remberg,  Sept.  24M,  It  was  then  10,000 

wirtemberg,       4,000— German  Official  Accounts. 

Mi^deburg,  20,000— When  it  surrendered,  from  1 8  to  SO^OOO.  Berlin  Gazette. 
French  Papers,  said  that  it  was  so  strong  it  sent  out 
detachments  of  10  or  12,000  men. 

Leipslc,  8,000— Austrian  Official  report,  Aug.  31«t;  and  ro-enforeed. 

Bremen,  3,000— When  Tettenbom  first  took  it,  this  was  about  the  number. 

iJrfurt,  15,000 

134,000 
1,500 — Spandau  and  Zentochan,  during  uegM,  suppose. 

135,500  135  500 

Numbers  in  the  garrisons  ot  Dresden  and  Koningstein,  at  least,     14,700 


Toul, 


DEDUCT. 


«•             w 

150,800 

7,700 
1,500 
2,000 

11,200 

%andau  and  ITita-n,  fncludcd  in  Joss  to  4nnittice, 
Do.  allowed  for  lo!>s  in  do.  during  sieges 
Hitmen  included   in  Davoust's  force, 


Garrisons  sfter  rupture  of  the  Armistice,  -         -         «  139.000 

But  it  is  probable  that  the  numbers  even  exceeded  this.  In  Dantzic  1 8,3GO  sur- 
^ndered;  and  it  was  estimated  that  one  half  more  had  been  killed,  wounded,  or 
died  by  sickness  and  famine  during  the  siege. 

(6)  Thus  said  the  French  Government  "  we  wfil  have  an  nrmv  of  400.000  men 
on  tne  Elbv;  2Q0,000  partly  on  the  Rhine,  partly  in  tho  32d  military  division;  and- 
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(o)  The  Cabinei 
June  upon  the  fieh 
tit  20th. 

(i)  Petersburgh 
•Preserve,  the  alliei 
Crown  Prince's  bi 
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TKe  force  of  the  allies  wos  still  more  considerablo   .n,l      • 
mated  by  a  spirit  of  patriotism  and  indeDcndnl      ,     u  '"" 
altogether  irresistible.     The  great  uuIeTof  fo    ^         "" 
however    still  held  by  Bonaparte,  and  th   ve'y  t  ^ l^f  :^^^^ 
formidable  position  occupied  by  him,  rendered  n^thof  i     ? 
nor  m  numbers,  still  superior  in  strength     It  th         .  ^   f" 

.r.isticetheWofhiLpponent::^„X:r^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Austrian  army  in  Bohemia, 
Joined  by  allies  from  Sileaia,      . 

Main  army  of  the  alliei.     .        .        . 

Under  Crown  Prince's  orders:— 

Covering  Berlin,      ... 
Opposing  Davouit,  about 
Stralsund,  Ac  .         .        _ 

Besieging  Stettin,  Cuftrin  &c. 
Obaenring  Magdeburg.  Wittemberg,  &c 

Blucher  and  garrison  of  Brcslaw,  &c. 
Army  of  Reserve  under  Beningaen, 
Italy,  Illyria,  Ac. 


(«) 


100,000 
80WXX) 


240,000 


In  upper  Austria,  to  oppose  Wr«de, 
Reserve  near  Vienna,  .         . 

Besieging  Dantzic.  Modlin,  Zamocse^  Glo^u,  &c. 
Cossacks  with  different  armies,         .      T 


165,000 
100,000 
80,000 
SO^OOO 
SSfiOO 
40,000 
80,000 
40,000 


(*)  860,000 

papers  enumerate!  at  uZlIo^Z^        T    """«  ''"'  '""'■"'■'=''•  "^^  ^-'^'^ 
replaced  the  number  I^  andXr    "^*"'^r ""'"''  '"""«  "'•^  •""«»•  -"-h 
(-)  The  Cabinet  of  vLTa  JotLd  ^^  '  "''  "  '"""'"  "''^  «-'-- 

June  upon  the  field  of  IrXr^^  """'?  "'  ^™  ^^  ^^  °"  ^«  ^^'^ 
nu  20th.  ^'°°°  '""—■»'»*««''•*  r.;,orr,  Draden.  Aug. 
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la  wkich  force  there  were  Auftrianii,        • 
Kutttiaiiit,         > 
Frussiaiis, 
British  niid  Swedes, 


(a)  315,0t» 

(A)  300>(XX> 

(c)  SOO.OOO 

40,000 


860,00e 


All  eyes  were  now  directed  to  Saxony,  from  whence  every 
moment  was  expected  to  bring  intelligence  of  the  greatest  and 
most  decisive  importoncc.  Hostilities  rc-commcnced  upon 
the  most  gigantic  scale.  From  the  mouths  of  the  Po,  to  the 
shores  of  the  German  Ocean,  every  valley  rung  with  the  song 
of  war— every  mountain  reverberated  the  rour  of  artill<Ty; 
and  from  the  Caspian  to  the  Atlantic  the  voice  of  the  trumpet 
called  the  combatants  to  buttle,  and  filled  the  breasts  of  mil- 
lions with  fear  and  sorrow.  The  plans  of  the  enemy  were,  as 
usual,  of  the  most  daring  and  imposing  kind.  Every  thing 
was  arranged  to  commence  hostilities,  with  one  of  those  decisive 
events  which  lie  calculated  would  appal  his  enemies,  and  drown 
the  voice  of  suffering  amongst  the  people  of  France,  by  a  grati- 
fication of  tlieir  national  vanity.  But  times  were  changed  with 
Bonaparte.  New  principles  opposed  him,  whose  effects  he 
had  never  anticipated,  and  had  not  calculated  upon.  From 
the  Illyrian  Provinces  and  the  ancient  Venetian  States,  Bci'u- 
harnois  was  appointed  to  penetrate  to  Vienna  from  the  South. 
From  the  confines  of  Bavaria,  Wrede  was  to  march  dowu  ti).. 
Danube,  in  the  same  direction.  On  the  North,  Davoust, 
with  the  Danes,  were  directed  to  penetrate  to  Stralsund,  in 
order  to  cut  off  the  Swedish  supplies,  and  communications 
with  Sweden;   but  all  these,    however,  were,  comparatively 


(o)  Vienna,  July  27tli,  "  Including  the  Landhwor,  above  half  a  million  of  men 
will  be  in  arms;"  and  a  subsequent  Gazette  stated  the  regular  army  at  320,000. 

(6)  Petersburgh,  Sept.  2jth.  llusnian  Bulletin.  "  The  Russian  army  is  at  pre- 
sent stronger  than  e»er  it  has  been  on  the  left  !>ank  of  the  Vistula. 

(c)  Besides  Landstrum  and  Landhwer.  Crown  Prince's  bulletin,  Sept.  26tli,  says', 
«  Landstrum  between  the  Oder  and  the  Vietula  55,000,  and  between  the  Oder  anlt 
tire  Elbe  as  many)  together  J  10,000. 


•  Vienna  Gazi 


Apvflking,  but  minor  operations.      From  Dresden  the  ffrand 
push  wns  to  be  made  which  was  to  decide  the  fate  of  Europe 
From  thence  Oudinot,  with  three  corps,  80,000  infantry  and 
10,000  cavalry,  diverged,  in  order  to  seize  upon  Berhn.     Lau- 
riston,  Mncdonald,  and  Ney,  with  3  corps  more,  at  Jeast  an 
equal  number,  were  to  push  on  through  Silesia,  and  occupy 
Breshm;    while   Bonaparte,    with   the  remaining  six  corp^, 
;  80,000,  and  the  Imperial  guards  40,000,  together  220,000 
v^ere  to  protect  Dresden,  penetrate  into  Bobemi,,,  and  seizo 
Frngue,  the  depot  of  the  grand  allied  army,      -uth  vre  thtf 
gigantic  plans  of  the  enemy;  those  which  we:  '  to  com  rract 
them  will  be  best  elucidated  in  the  sequel. 

In  every  part,  however,  of  this  daring  plan  ^..  ^^n  moat 
conspicuously   worsted.      Scarcely   had   he  pe»a.rated    into 
Bohemia,  m  the  direction  of  Rumbourg  nnd  Gabell,  with  a 
superior  force,  when  the  rapid  advance  oi"  Blucher  with  tho 
Silesian  army  to   the   Bober,  compelled  him,  on  the  19th, 
to  relinquish   his  hold  of  Bohemia,   and  to  hasten  with  an 
overwhelming  force  to  crush  the  array  under  Blucher.     In  his 
advance  that  General  had  several  warm  affairs  with  the  enemy 
m  which  they  lost  a  considerable  number  of  men.    On  the  21st, 
Bonaparte  arrived  upon  the  Bober,  with  a  very  superior  force, 
amounting  to    140,000.*      The  allied   troops  contested  the 
ground  with  great  bravery,  but  as  "  Blucher  had  received  or, 
ders  to  avoid  a  general  engagement,"t  he  prudently  withdrew 
beyond   the   Katzbach,   after   having   inflicted   a   severe   loss 
upon  the  enemy.     The  accounts,  however,  of  these  bloody 
combats  were  but  imperfectly  known,  and  little  attended  to  at 
the  moment;   and  though  in  any  other  contest  they  would 
have  appeared   as  battles  of  the  greatest  importance,  they 
were  lost  amidst  the  tremendous    occurrences  which    took 
place  immediately  after  in  every  quarter,  and  which  were  first 
published  to  the  world.     The  engagements,  however,  at  this 
time,  on  the  side  of  Silesia,  were  upon  a  large  scale,  apd  most 
obstinate  and  bloody,     In  his  rapid  advance,  Blucher  drove 
the  whole  French  army  opposed  to  him  across  the  Bober,  with 


•  Vienna  Gazette,  August  28tb. 
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great  loss.     The  arrival  of  Bonaparte,  however,  with  the  force 
already  mentioned,  obliged  Blucher  to  fall  back  in  his  turn,  af- 
ter severe  engagements.     That  on  the  23d,  at  Goldsberg,  was 
particularly  severe.     "  The  very  superior  fire  of  the  enemy," 
said  Blucher,  "  had.  dismounted  caiinouy  and  made  vacancies  in 
the  masses  of  the  troops"*      The  enemy  seized  tiie  moment, 
took  a  battery,  ami  surrounded  two  battalions.     Some  squad- 
rons of  Prussian  cavalry,  and  the  Mecklenburgh  hussars,  threw 
themselves  against  the  enemy's  cavalry,  drove  their  1st  Hne 
back  on  the  2d  and  3d,  and  released  the  infantry  and  artillery. 
The  Prince  of  Mecklenburgh,  when  he  saw  his  men  givino- 
way,  seized  a  standard,  rushed  forward,  rallied  them,  and  led 
Uiem  again  against  the  enemy,     At  other  points  tiie  combat 
rageil  with  similar  fury,  and  ou  other  days  with  proportion- 
ate bloodshed.     These  actions  cost  both  sides  a  great  num- 
ber  of  men.     From  the  19th  to  the  26th,  the  jncletiitigable  Si- 
Icsian  army  fought  eight  great  actions,  besides  smaller  affairs. 
The  loss  on  the  part  of  the  allies  was  perhaps  10,000:  on  the 
19th   the   killed   and  wounded  amounted,  on  their  part,  to 
2,000,t  and  from  the  21st  to  the  23d,  3,000.     That  of  the 
enemy  was  about  15,000  men,  without  acquiring  any  ma- 
terial  advantage.     Bonaparte,   in   bis  account  of  these  ac- 
tions, estimates  the  loss  of  the  allied  army,  besides  that  on 
the  19th  which  is  not  given,  to  have  been  10,000  men  on  the 
23d,  and  altogether,  to  the  2Sth,  it  was,  by  the  French  pa- 
pers,   rated  nt   18,000  men.      But  these  accounts  deserve 
little  crtdit,   formed  as  tlmy  were  for  the  purpose  of  do- 
ception.     To  this  date  Bonaparte  had  not  been  able  to  col- 
lect satisfactory  materials  fof  a  V  illetin,   and  as  the  people 
of  Frak;ce  might  be  expetied  to  be  impatient,  Count  Daru 
took   up  the  pen  to  inform  them,  that  the  reasgn  of  their 
not  receiving   details   was,   because   "  the  Emperor  xcas  c.v- 
tremehf  occupied,  sometimes  upon  the  hanks  of  the  Bober,  and 
sometimes  upon  the  debouches  from  BoJiemia,  and  sometimes  ujjon 
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•  Bin     er's  Sd  report,  AMgust  2Cth. 

t  Ffuss.itn  report,  August  24tli.— And  their  •'  loss  was  very  sroall  in  comparisoi! 
of  ihiit  of  the  ciicfiiy. 
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iheElher*     The  Emjieror  was,  indeed,  extremely  occuijie J  • 
and  while  endeavouring  to  bring  Blucher  to  a  general  en-age^' 
went,  an  event  occurred  which  changed  the  whole  face  of  af- 
fairs-which  had  a  decisive  influence  upon  the  war,  and  re- 
duced the  enemy  to  the  painful  necessity,  for  the  future,  to  act 
at  every  point  only  on  the  defensive.     The  grand  allied  army, 
under  the  chie''  command  of  Prince  Schwartzenberg,  with  its 
respective  Sovereigns,   broke  up  from  Toplitz,  about  200,000 
strong,  besides  a  force  left  in  that  quarter;  passed  the  defiles, 
on  the  20th  and  ^Ist,  which  separate  Saxony  from  Bohemia, 
and  marched  towards  Dresden.     The  enemy  defended  everv 
inch  of  ground,  during  the  advance  of  the  allies  npon  the 
place,  but  were  successively  driven  from  evorv  position  with 
considerable  loss.     On  the  24th  the  allies  approached  Drefi- 
den,  where,  at  that  time,  there  was  not  a  sufficient  force  to 
oppose  them,  for  any  length  of  time.     The.e  movements  com- 
pelled   Bonaparte  to  relinquish,   with   the  utmost  haste,   liis 
operations  against  the  Silesian  army,  and  to  march  immediate- 
ly to  the  relief  of  tbnt  city.     He  took  with  him  his  guards, 
40,C00  strong,  and  Marshal  Ney,  and  directed  Marmont  and 
his  corps  to  follow  as  fast  as  possible;  f    he  made  his  guards 
inarch  ten  leagues  in  one  d.ly,  and  with  them  he  entered  Dres- 
den at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  26th,  the  day  on 
which  the  attack  was  made,  and  only  a  ifi^  hours  before  tlu; 
assault  took  place,  yet  in  sulBcieiit  time  to  save  the  city. 

Dresden,  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Saxony,  is  an  an- 
cient,  fortified,  and  beautiful  town,  built  upon  both  banks  oi 
the  Elbe,  a  short  distance  from  the  place  where  that  river  is- 
£iies  through  the  mountains  which  divide  Saxony  from  Bohe- 
mia. The . buildings  are  very  elegant;  and  over  the  river  is 
one  of  the  finest  stone  bridges  in  Europe.  The  old  town  is  si- 
tuated on  the  left  bank  of  the  Elbe,  and  was  built  in  808.  The 
new  town  is  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  was  built  in  the  year 


*  Dam's  letlcr,  August  24th,  1SI3. 
t  M.  mont  was  at  Lcignitz  wlien  tlie  camiiiiign  began,  but  we  fmd  hJm  and  hli 
vytyn  in  the  Uutlc  of  the  ;i7th,  having  arrivtd  that  moniitig. 
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1020.    The  number    of  inhabitants  are  supposed  to  exceed 
50,000.     This  celebratetl  city  was  now  the  bone  of  contest. 

The  allies,  unacquainted  with  the  arrival  of  Bonaparte,  advan- 
ced against  the  place.   «  All  was  tranquil  at  noon,"  said  Napole- 
on;  "  but  to  the  skilf^l  eye  this  calm  was  the  precursor  of  a  stormy 
an  attack  appeared  imminPT^.."*     He  prepared  to  meet  it.    At 
4  o'clock,  p.  M.  the  allied  army,  in  six  columns,  each  precedetl 
by  50  pieces  of  cannon,  advanced  with  the  most  determine<l 
resolution  to  the  attack.     «  In  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,' 
said  the  enemy,  «  the  fire  became  terrible."     The  batteries  be- 
ing planted  in  a  circular  manner,  round  that  part  of  the  city 
iw'hich  is  built  on  the  west  side  of  the  Elbe,  they  commenced 
a  most  tremendous  cannonade  upon  the  place.     ««  The  effect  " 
said  Sir  C.  Stewart,  «  was  magnificent,  and  the  fine  buildings 
in  Dresden  were  soon  enveloped  in  smoke."t    The  allies,  in 
the  most  perfect  order,  advanced  on  all  sides  to  the  town. 
»  The  Austrians  marched  foremost.     They  took  a  redoubt  of 
great  strength,  within  60  yards  of  the  wall  of  the  city.     The 
enemy  fled  behind  the  ramparts  of  the  place,  which  were  so 
ptrong,  that  it  was  impossible,  without  a  long  fire  of  heavy 
artillery,    to  make  breaches  in   them,    sufficient   to  enable 
the  troops  to  storni  the  place.     «  It  was  near  five  o'clock," 
said  Bonaparte,  «  some  shells  fell  into  the  town;  the  moment 
appeared  pressing."^     The  cannonade  increased— the  battle 
became  more  severe— some  of  the  houses  were  already  set  on 
fire  {—night  was  approaching— Dresden  trembled  at  the  dan- 
ger which  now  surrounded  and  threatened  her,  when  Bonaparte 
ordered  a  &ortie  by  30,000  -^hisguards,  together  with  the  cavalry 
under  Murat,  the  corps  of  Mortier,  and  that  of  Njy,  and  endea- 
voured to  separate  the  allied  troops,  and  take  one  wing  in  Hank 
and  rear.  Aware  of  his  intention,  and  seeing  thatitwas  totally  im- 
practicable to  make  any  impression  upon  the  city,  at  least  for 
that  night,  the  troops  were  withdrawn,  without  disorder,  to  their 
several  encfimpmenta.      The  fire,   said   Bonaparte,    «« imme- 
diately  got  to  a  distance,  from  the  centre  to  the  circumference, 

•  fidnaparte's  dispatch,  August  28th.        f  Sir  C.  Stewai-t's  dispatch  August  2f!tb. 
1  Uonanarte^S  (I'siiatrh.  Aiiininf  yg'h  ''  Sd-u-ari— rk:i '- -l- •       »  -> 
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and  was  soon  driven  back  upon  the  bills."*    In  «!,.•««♦*    i    .i. 
allien  lo..  .000  ™e„.  killed  a.!  .ounded  b„.  „„  „Cof  dt 
..nco...    The  lo«  „f  the  encu,,  ™„  h„^  birZ°^a 
from  ,he  „„,„ber  of  Ge„eral:.  (five)  wounded,  pertfrmo" 
He  a«ened  ,hat  he  found  2000  prisoner,  <m  the  field Tf     T 

huta,.„„e  of  the  official  dlspatels  of  .he:;i*tat:„°;":Lt 
ol  the  loss  „l  any  prisoners,  this  ;nay  be  doubted      tZ    m"^ 

army  encamped  during  the  ni,rt,;  „f  ,l,eT,r     ..   •  "^ 

position  near  the  town      On  "he  27th    LI     i'  "■  "'°"« 
fn)      T'k       •    rn  .  '  "'  *"®  weather  was  dread- 

Bc,„apa„e  .Jmi„ed  to  XT^t^  r^  in^S' ;^ 

:2,std\l.:::,o;7X --: -«-  «. 

=0  000,  „„,  Marmoufsas  mauy,  were,  bide  llZfP* 
-gmaily   in  aud   around   it,  i„w  asUl    '  i^  D    slrj 
H  »  force  ,„  th,s  quarter  wa.  little  less  than  200,000  men      hI 
atucked  the  allies,  according  to  Sir  C.  Stewar     „„Te"2-fh 
-mh  ,30,000  men;t  and  to  these  we  must  add  the  "a r  L^fn 

accounts-'of  the  ene„.y,Zro::h?2;.  l^rj  ^  R  "^ 

bourg  and  Zittau,   and  6n  the  26.h  wL  I    R^Th        " 

nven   back   the  duke  of  Wirtemberrwl    S   kZ 

Itussians  had   been  left  to  defend   .(  »  ,  "hi  5,000 

]K     ■  ,  .  '^'*  ^""''  numbers.    The  Russiin 

™-.a„,  and  Austrian  cavalry  made  several  charges  vUhZl 
dWt,  and  took  a  considerable  number  of  prisom-rs.     ifX 


*  iionnparte's  dispatch,  August  28th.  f  Dq. 

t  Sir  C.  Stewart's  dispatch,  doi 
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tafly  jiart  of  the  day,  tlie  allied  left  was  hard  pressed,  and  were 
losing  ground,  when  the  division  under  Aloysius  Lichtenstcin 
soon  restored  the  battle  in  their  favour.     His  attack  was  im- 
JJetuous  and  successful;  but  two  Austrian  regiments,  viz.  those 
of  the  Archduke  Raincr  and  Lusignan,  having  advanced  too 
faff,  were  surrounded  hj  three  regiments  of  the  enemy,  and  suf- 
fered severely.     The  rain  had  rendered  their  musquets  ui?eless, 
and  they  could  only  use  the  bayonet  in  theii  defence.      This 
itffair  Was  no  doubt  the  ot-igin  of  the  gasconading  story  of  the 
enemy,  of  the  whole  left  wing  be'ng  scattered  and  destroyed^ 
At'ler  this  the  enemy  attcmpte.-   with  a  formidable  artillery,  to 
JoYce  the  centre  and  right  of  tne  allied  army,   but  every  effort 
failed.     Count  Wittgenstein  made  several  charges  at  the  head 
of  the  allied  cavalry,  and  always  overthrew  that  of  the  enemy. 
The  enemy  finding,  at  last^  that  he  could  make  no  imprc"?- 
fildrt  irpon  the  position  of  the  allies,   the  action   ceased.  — 
The  allied  army,  however,  perceiving  that  they  could  effect  no- 
thing against  Dresden,  and,  certain  that,  from  the  force  brought 
against   them,    the  enemy  must  have  withdrawn   his  over- 
whelming!; force  from  Silesia,  and  other  qnarters,  which  was  out- 
object*   of  the   present   operations,    they   resolved  to  return 
into  Boh  mia,  and  choose  a  field  of  battk?-f-  there,  more  conven- 
ient for  their  operations.     They  were  necessitated,  however,  in 
solne  degree,  to  adopt  this  plan,  lest  the  enemy  should  throw  a 
'•'rong  force  ih  theit  rear,  by  means  of  his  position  at  Koniu;- 
stein,  while  the  roads,  but  indifferent  at  any  time,  were  now  ren- 
dered almost  impassible,  from  theinccssimt  rains,  it  having  rain- 
ed for  several  days,  particularlj'  on  the  27th,  when  it  fell  in  tor- 
Irents  for  2i  hours,  without  ceasing.    "  At  t-./o  o'clock  v.  m."  snid 
the  enemy,  the  allies  decided   upon  making  their  retreat;":* 
and,  according  to  Darn's  letter  of  the  27th,  6  Pi  m.  I^)naparfe,  at 
the  moment  when  he  wrote,  returned  to  Dresden.  The  loss  ofthe 
allies  in  this  affair  was  abmit  7000  men,  "  while  the  enemy  must 
have  suffered  more."§     On  the  27th,  the  allied  aimy  suffered 

•  Scliwartzenbcrg's  bulletin,  August  ;^  1  si. 

■f-  Cathcart's  cliKpatf h  Soptctnber  1  st. 

\  Bonajiarle's  dispati,'!*,  Ai'igiiil  SSrti.         ^j  Sir  C.  Stewart's dispaUb,  August  2?ti:A 
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a  s«-erc  lossin  the  iH>«on  oCGen.  Mok;.u.    That  officer  whil . 
pn«..,g  along  .he  line  on  .he  righ.  of  .he  alhed  alv  amj  ^h  l! 
in  company  and  conversation  with  the  Emoeror  Ai;,    7 
struck  b,  a  cannon  ball,  which,  pa..i„g  .ZoX^tltC  Z 
•Uo  pas»u,g  through  his  horse,  shaUerod  tl«;  otherll ,   tl  T 
rendered  the  amp„u.ti„„  of  both  ncessarj,  abot  h  fieT  t 
CO„se<,nence  of  .his,  he  died  in  abo„.  s,^  days  afterward'    1 
.he  great  regret  of  the  v  hole  ar„y,  and  of  Le  cler^  rf 
Russia  m  particular,  who,  in  a  .nauner  most  honourabblo  hf 
charac  er,  caused  every  honour  to  ',e  paid  to  hi.  memorv   and 
ra.sed  h,s  w,dow  to  the  rank  of  a  Princess  of  the  Rtl!2,'  F™ 
P.r<^  and  settled  a  pension  of  100,000  rouble,  per  Z"^ 
her    during  her  life.     Bonaparte  rejoiced  I  be'so  Z.7re^ 
from  th,s  daugerons  rival.     He  loaded  his  memory  with  evert 
^proach,  and  eagerly  and  impiously  proclaimed  bi  f„    12 
i>ctolDmneJust.ce,  for  opposing  him. 

The  failure  of  the  attack  ppou  Dre-Jan    inH  ,h^  .  i 
retrfnf   nf  tKa   „n-    i  .  '  *  ^  *"®  Subscgucut 

retreat  of  .he  a^hed  army  ,n.„  Bohemia,  gave  the  enemv  Z 

oppor.„n,y  which  he  eagerly  embraced,  to  blazon  forthZthe 
peo,Je  o  1.  ranee  *is  repulse  of  his  enemies,  as  the  gr^te^ 
victory  .hat  he  had  ever  gained,  and,  accord  „gly,  ZXm 
s  ance,  far  exceeded  all  his  former  violations !f'',r„h  ^^ 
rated  his  own  lo..  at  4000,   killed,  wounded  and  .»te,  .  Z^ 

: l^Th  r  "'  ""  "•"''"'■■"'•  "-""'".OOCandatowart 
"hen  he  hac   no  success  to  communicate  as  the  result  of  this 

.roiligious  victory,  he,  as  it  was  but  reasonable  .o  ei^^ecf  .h« 
lie  would,  augmented  it  ;o  ,0,000  killed  and  wounded  30  Oot 

"nnon,  ISO"  aiiunun.tion  and  artillery  waggons,  a„d   3<'-li. 

W  Mon  teur,  and  other  I'aris  JournaU.  who  cerUiinTy  we.^ 

U.ed  and  rumed  army  return  into  Bohen^ia,  without  further 

f       ,      igust  .8th.  I  Bonaparte's  dkpntch,  SentomberE^ 

t  I'ari'!,  Spptrmber  Jd. 
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annoyance.    I'hese  desperate  as  d  deliberate  falsehoods  sut 
ceeded,  however,  to  an  asf/ntishing  degree  in  alarming  ths  mind 
of  the  unthinking  and  unwary  j   md,  taking  the  enen ;  y's  t^^r 
rative  as  perfectly  correct,  the  vuin  of  thff  uMies  wa!-  'Confi- 
dently predicted,   with  a  satisfaction  find  as* ilr iity  whici>,  if 
Ho.  fictially  sincere,  was  in  many  plixccs  disgraceful  and  inju- 
tiims.     Those  who  adopted  these  ideas  never  reflectciij  thiv;, 
the  Cixsupaign  did  not  begin  at  Dresden,  but  70  miles  'rom  it; 
sm.']  although  die  project  if  the  allies  was  not  succt^sfu.'  at 
this  pointy  yet  tu*"  OiUiiiJCjuefjces  of  it  were  scarcely  less  iljtni  to 
the  enemy.     Thi^  iJirtck  v  as  gcntsally  supposed  to  have  been 
planned  by  M<Jreaiu  h^i  be  this  as  it  may,  and  whocvei'  was  its 
Siithor,  it  W'aa  the  plan  of  a  comprehensive  mind,  and  was  ot 
tht:  very  fia^  ;i  iffipormnce.   Had  the  allies  succeeded,  they  wj.iild 
have  terminated  the  war  at  one  blow,  by  cat'-hing  the  Lion  in 
his  den.     The  whole   French   force  in  Saxony   would  iru 
vitably  have  been  surrounded  and  destroyed.     How  near  thi- 
was  to  have  been  the  case,  we  have  already  seen.     The  cir- 
cumstance of  lilonaparte's  sudden  return  from  such  a  distance, 
witii  such  an  overwhelming  force,  alone  prevented  the  complc- 
tkm  of  this  gi-and  design.     Notwithstanding  its  failure,  this  o- 
peratf'on  changed  the  whole  face  of  affairs  to  Bonaparte,  and 
was  the  beginning  of  those  fresh  woes  which  this  disturber 
of  Europe  was  destined  to  feel  from  the  hands  of  indigiiam 
nations. 

In  his  attack  upon  the  allied  army  before  Dresden,  the  ene- 
my had  with  him  the  1st,  2d,  Sd,  4«th,  6th,  and  Hth  corps  oi 
the  French  army,  under  Marshals  and  Generals  Vandanniu', 
St.  Cyr,  Ney,  Marmont,  Mortier,  and  Victor,  with  all  tlio 
guards,  and  the  principal  port  of  the  cavalry  under  Murat,  to- 
gether with  the  garrison  of  Dresden,  the  whole  certainly  ex- 
ceeding 200,000  men;  a  circumstance  which  has  been  but  li' 
tie  attended  to.  "  The  young  guards,"  said  he,  "  have  mei' 
ed  the  praise  of  the  whole  my."*  They  paid  dear'  for 
"  The  yieio  guards,'  said  S  .  '  .  Stewart,  "  and  particu'  ■  ;y  t' 
Mtillery,  have  suffered  dreadfidly  in  the  battles  of  Lv-  ■'*"• 

«  Bonaparte's  dispatch,  September  28tli,  1815. 
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General  V  »chot  and  Silbier  were  killed  o«^  n 
tier,  Dentn),  Gros,  Boleldieu     mIoh  '  V  ?^' ^""°"- 

verely  w.u,,ded.-     It  is  obv iou   T    I"'^'  «"^  Hubert,  8e. 
ene.y  .id  .as  correcV^X  ;U?^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^ 

gi  cat  risks  oi  danger  '+  In  fh*.  mi,]  .    r  .i         ^      Dresden  ran 

«r„,!v  devoted  to  ,l.e  cau^ of  FrL^'^  f^^l":,^""^ 

^,  -.-oc  iropiues,  U  prisoners  and  flass  of  the  alllp,  )  u-tk 

As  the  allied  army  had  foreseen  and  wishrvl  to         j       • 
the  enemy,  had  sent  a  strong  force  undrclfvT'"'^ 
"  consisting  of  about  52  batudZ?  "" ,  ;^*^"^^«'  Vandamme, 

gather,  abo".  37,000  rrr^^^^^trreaT  Th-i'  '^ 
passed  the  ^be  at  Pirna,  and  advancing  b^  Z'igstdn"  Z 
Icndorf,  and  Peterswalde,  they,  on  th.-  28th  nl!.      ?       ' 

ui2.     tieneral  Vandamme.  saiVI  th«  i(? u  .,-      .  ,       "  *"P' 


r-  1  Tr     ,    *  ^«--aujug  Hom  Urcsde 

General  Vandamme,  said  the  French  dispatch. 


borg,  however,  expressed  the  matter  clearer     IT..  T 

he.  mistook  co„.p,etel,  the  causes  whid    ^mp^TZ; ^f 

out    /aA,y«//..  II  conceiving,  no  doubt,  that  the  Emperor  wh« 

sSlf  r^""  ^^"^^^'  wo,dd  as  usual,  foZi    ipty 

pursuing  the  beaten  enemy:  dearly,  however,  did  hepavfor  hi« 

temen  y;  scarcely  had  he  arrived  near  Kulm  and  found'himst? 

ounanimself  m  the  very  situation  in  which  he  supposed  he  had 
■'"out  8000  strong,  arrested  his  progress;  at  which  tim.  he  Jj 

•  Sir  C.  Ste«rart's  dispatch,  Prague,  Sept  17th.  1815. 
f  Bonaparte-,  dispatch,  August  2Sth,  1813. 
I  Daru's  letter,  Dresden  August  STth,  6  r  u. 
S  Bonaparte's  dispatch,  Ai.gust  -Sth.  „  n"  .      - 

a  -'••.  PC  a«pt.  Ux, 
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about  (k)OC)  men,  aiul  the  allies  3000.  The  action  wm  obftiimle 
anil  sanguinary,  but  not  equal  to' what  followed.  On  the  30th, 
hei'uunil  himsult' again  attacked  both  in  front  and  rear,  without 
any  prospect  of  assislauce  or  escape.  Alter  a  most  desperate 
resistance,  he  was  completely  routed,  his  corps  almost  cut  to 
pieces,  liimsclt'and  six  other  general  oflicers,  and  15,000*  men 
taken  prisoners.  The  Prince  of  lleuss,  and  an  immense  number 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Eighty-two  pieces  oi'cannon,  6  stan- 
darils,  and  all  their  baggage  were  alsc  taken.  T/ie  1st  corps  tit- 
armeei,  under  General  Vandamme,  ceased  io  exibt.f  On  the 
side  of  the  allies,  General  Sir  C.  Stewart  was  slightly  wounded. 
This  Vandannne  was  the  General  who  connnitted  such  cruel- 
ties on  tile  inhabitants  of  Bremen.  Wherever  he  went  it  was 
with  dilliculty  that  his  guards  could  restrain  the  indignation  of 
the  populace.  A  Westphalian  Colonel,  who,  with  his  regi- 
ment had  deserted  to  the  allies,  asked  him,  in  French,  "  If  he 
liad  not  some  commissions  for  Bremen,  Ilamburch,  and  Lu- 
beck,  where  his  humanity  was  still  remembered."  Vandamme 
knit  his  brows  and  pretended  not  to  hear  hini.;|;  For  his  inso- 
lent conduct  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  he  was  sent  a  prisoner 
into  llussia,  and  there  committed  to  the  care  of  the  gallant 
llostopchin,  at  Moscow,  who  made  a  show  of  him  like  another 
monster. 

But  this  was  only  the  beginning  of  the  bijLter  cup  of  indigna- 
tion, which  the  French  army  was  doomed  to  drink,  and  also,  to 
wring  out  the  bitterest  dregs  of,  unpitied.  No  sooner  did  the 
gallant  Bhicher  perceive  that  part  of  the  force  that  was  opposed 
to  him,  was  withdrawn,  than  he  innnediately  turned  upon  his 
pursuers,  and  on  the  iJ6th  August  he  was  attacked  by  them  in 
u  strong  position,  near  the  river  Kat/bach;  when  after  a  hard 
contested  actifv:,  principally  decided  with  the  bayonet,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  t'.efeating  the  three  corps  of  the  French  army,  com- 
manded, by  Lauriston,  Macdonald,  and  Sebastiani,  with  pro- 
digious slaughter.     Blucher  retired  behind  a  rising  ground, 

*  Crown  rrince's  bulletin,  September  lorii,  1813. 
f  Schwartzenberg's  dis-pattli,  Aiigusf  31st,  1813. 
i  Petersburgh   Gazette  SqitcmbiT  'iMu  1813. 
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•n  the  rislit  b,nk  of  the  Kat*acl.,  i,,  order  to  dri.-  .I,„  „„  ' 
on,  „!,„,  from  th„t  drcun.slanco,  co„cdv.>  IfLn  .rr"""' 

■t  and  overthrew  ovory  ,l,i„g  before  ,i,em.  TI.e  rnin  "l,  I 
Wl  m  torreo,,,  ren.lere.1  .he  m„,,„e.,  „,ole,,.  1  vlS 
troops  had  recourse  to  their  bayonet,  alone.    The  earoa,^'  tZll 

t,o„p,f„„.ht  w,lh  „„r<„»„,„„  „,„■,„„•,      „„j  „„  |„J°    ™ 
.  paliy  t  ,0  b„,o„e,.".     The  e„e„,y  were  drive,,  i„  „  ZCl 
baeh,  wh,d,  at  that  moment  overflowed  all  it,  binl-,      l^ 
mx.  „a,  swelled  i„  „,„,,„,  ,„„„„„.    ^„  „  '  ri    ,    halbeZ 
Woken  down  „r  carried  away  by  the  flood,,  so  that'tl  e    L„  h 

:™v  i? '", "  ™«"''-T'-*'^-  »i-"on.  Thousand, ler  «p 
•uvay  m  endeavoanng  to  pas,,  the  difflTent  streams,  and  -rl 
.ambers  were  Jalcen  prisoners.  The  road,  were  flo«W  ,o 
uehadegree.  that  in  many  plaees  they  were  fonr  fee,  un^fw! 
ter.  The  I'russ,a„  troops  wodetl  to  the  shonlders  after  the  ene- 
my.     All  he  vdlages  were  deserted-no  food  was  to  be  ford 

XT?  r",  ■" ''™"""'"  °P-     They  were  thereforeZ' 
w,.ho„t  food-hourly  engaged  with  the  enem,--<lay,  and"i!L 

»ere,  that  the  enly  «ed  i/rle^^rr  r:::^7, 

r,    7"""^  •'"'  l""^"it  'vith  nnremitting  ardour   noN 
w,.hstandmg  the  dreadful  state  of  the  weather,^a„d  ,Ze™, 
me,-s  rendere,!  almost  impassible,  by  torrents  of  r^um 
hey  drove  the  enemy  aeross  the   Niesse  with   the  L"    'f 
,000  pr,,o„ers,  and  upwards  of  100  pioees  of  eannol      F  o^' 
Hm  per,od    the  remainder  of  this  corps,  „„ee  so  formidaWr 
conld    no  longer  make    head    against  the    Prussian     rmv'. 
»  d    he  a,,e„„on  of  Bonaparte,   a,  Dresden,    bee,  neTn  ' 
eely  absorbed,  distracted,  and  divide,,  bv  the  rvemTn": 
th,,  army  under  riueher.  and  ,h„.  f^,"  B„he„ua.     "rhe 
01  the  enemy  eon  Id  not  be  fi,r.   .seertained.     The  kilW 
.      woundd  were>.ry  great,  «.a  ,as.  numbers  of  the  "^ 
h'lTO  b.g.t.ves  ivnshed  in  the  raging  waves  of  the  KatAaeb 

•  Austrian  bulletin,  Ars^istSlst,  1313.  ' 
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»nd  the  Bober.  So  com,)iete  wns  ♦he  destruction  and  dw- 
persion  of  this  French  anuj,  ihat  of  80,000  men,  of  which 
it  was  composed  on  tir-  2Qth,  it  was  calcuhitcd  that  scarcely 
10,000  remained  in  (in  organized  state  after  passing  the  Niesse.* 
The  gallant  Genera!,  Dluoher,  paid  high  and  deserved  praise 
to  the  army  which  achieved  this  great  vi*'  '  lid  more, 

*•  Let  us,"  said  he,  <*  send  up  onr  thank«  to  the  Lord  of  Hosts, 
by  whose  aid  you  have  defeated  the  enemyj  and  assembled  in 
divine  Eerv'c,>,  prostrate  ourselves  before  him  for  the  glorious 
victory  he  '•  s  granted  us.  Lei  your  devotions  close  "with  three 
Jiourra's;  and  then,  once  more  agaimt  the  en^niV'"f  I'liese  are 
principK  .  .vhich  will  always  render  him  who  practises  them 
victorious. 

While  these  things  were  taking  place  in  Silesia,  equally  im- 
portant and  favourable  events  were  occurring  near  Berlin. 
Oudinot  had  been  detached  with  three  cc  ^ps,  amounting  to 
80,000  infantry,  and  10,000  cavalry  under  the  Dukeof  Padun. 
to  make  himself  master  of  that  city;  and  according  to  Darn 
»nd  M-./Pt,  he  was  t»;  be  in  it  on  the  23d  »r  24th.  The  Crown 
Prince,  however,  had  timely  notice  of  his  designs,  and  assemb- 
ling about  90,000  men  in  the  vicinity  of  Berlin,  the  tables 
were  instantly  turned  against  Oudiw  >t,  who  ba»  never  yt-t 
reached  his  destination.  Various  actioiis  took  plan'  betwixt 
divisions  of  the  army,  of  which  that  of  C  ass  Beren,  on  the 
22d,  was  the  chief),  in  all  ,  'vhici,  iheeneiu^  was  deft, ited.  and 
obliged  to  measure  back  his  steps  upon  Wittenberg.  On  the 
$7th,  a  serious  engagement  '^o'^k  place,  between  the  Crown 
Prince's  army  and  a  Freuoh  torce  under  i-^cnera!  Gerard, 
who  had  advanced  from  the  direction  of  Magdeburg,  in  which 
that  General  was  killed,  and  about  3600  me.,  ikeii  prisoners. 
Up  to  this  date,  the  army  of  the  Norf  f  Germany  had  caus- 
ed a  loss  to  the  enemy  of  5000  killed  w  nded,  and  7000 
prisoner^,  but  no  general  action  had  „  take  place  between 
the^;',  The  Crown  Prince  having  left  General  Tauenzien  wiiii 
40,000  men,  principally  P^russian  troops,  near  Juterboch,  to 
cover  Berlin,  prepared  himself  with  the  main  body  of  his  atr 

*  Austrian  bulletin,  August  31st,  I8I7, 
f  ^I^cher's  address,  Sept.  -Jd,  1819* 
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itiy  to  pass  the  Elbe,  near  Dc8«au,  nnd  mnkea  dash  at  Leinsfc, 
where  the  c.emy'H  principal  magazines  were  established,  and 
Which  would,    in  nil  probability,  have  fallen  into  his  hands. 
But,  Bonaparte,  chagrined  nt  the  deleat  otOudinot,  and  vex- 
ed that  he  had  not  been  able  to  fulfil  his  promise  to  the  lads 
of  Pans,  by  obtaining  possession  of  Berlin,  sent  Marshal  Ney 
to  OMume  the  command  of  the  army  under  Oudinot,  and  make 
another  attempt  upon  that  place.     This  General  atlvanccd  from 
Torgau,  at  the  head  of  70,000  men  and  200  pieces  of  artillery, 
tull  of  confidence,  and  on  the  6th  attacked  Tauenzien's  corn* 
with  great  fury.     When  advancing  to  the  combat,  Ney  endea- 
voured to  encourage  his  troops,  by  pointing  out  the  Prussian 
capital  as  the  reward  of  their  labours.     «  Victorij  is  omsy''  said 
he,  «  in  two  days  we  shall  be  in  Berlin^     The  contest  here 
said   the  Crown  Prince,    was  unequal  and  murderous.    The 
Prussians  fought  with  the  most  undaunted  courage,  «  and  if 
some  battalions  were  obliged,  for  an  instant  to  quit  the  ground 
which  they  had  gained,  it  was  only  for  the  purpose  of  re-occu- 
pymg  it  the  moment  after."*     The  Prussians  nobly  maintained 
their  post  against  this  fearful  odds;  while  the  Crown  Prince 
who  had  received  notice  of  Ney's  movements,  abandoned  hil 
designs  upon  Leipsic,  and  advancing  by  forced  marches  with 
70   battalions  of  infantry,    10,000  cavaliy,    and  ISO   peices 
of  cannon,  arrived  in  time  to  take  the  enemy  in  the  flank  and 
roar,  who  was,  immediately  routed  with  great  slaughter,  and 
compelled  to  take  refuge  under  the  walls  of  Torgau.     The  ap- 
pearance  of  this  formidable  force  alarmed  the  French  Marshal 
/'  He  slackened  his  pace,"  said  the  Crown  Prince,  and  soon  af- 
ter commenced  a  precipitate  retreat.     «  The  cavalry  charged 
them  with  a  boldness  resembling  fury,  and  carried  disorder  in- 
to  their  columns,"    The  field  of  battle,    and  the  road  over 
which  the  enemy  fled,  were  strewed  with  d, ml  and  wounded, 
and  6000  of  the  former  were  already  counted   on  the  8th. 
General  Regnier,  during  the  flight  of  the  French  army,  re- 
mamed    a    long  time   exposed   to   the    fire  of   the    sharp- 
shooters, in  the  situation  of  a  man  desirous  of  death.    Half 

*  Crown  PHuce'8  bulleUn,  JuMerboch,  September  8tb,  J  813. 
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of  tlic  escort  of  the   Prince  dc  la   Mohkwa    was  killed,* 
and   perlmps   half  his  corps,   for  only    16,000   of  it  escap- 
ed.f    This   enp;agement  cost   the   French  army    upwards   of 
21,000  men,  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  80  pieces  of  can- 
non, aiifl  400  ammunition  waggons,  with  the  further  mortifi- 
cation to  Bonaparte  of  the  defeat  of  another  of  his  best  Gene- 
rals, without  it  having  been  in  his  power  to  retrieve  his  disas- 
ters.    The  loss  on  the  side  of  the  allies  fell  principally  on  the 
Prussians,  and  amounted  on  their  part  to  ."JOOO  men,  and  includ- 
ing the  others  to  8000  men.    In  the  account  which  Ney  gave  of 
this  action,  he  cstimatetl  his  loss  at  8000  men,  and  supposes 
that  of  the  allies  to  be  as  "much.     He  mentions  also  a  curious 
circumstance  of  his  having  taken  a  number  of  prisoners,  but 
that,   unfortunately  the  *♦  'xhols  disappeared  during  the  night 
march"  after  the  battle.:}: 

3)avoust,    whose  orders   were  to  make   himself  master  of 
Stralsund,  having  been  joined  by  15,000  Danes,  assembled  a 
disposable  force  of  about  35,000  men,   with  which  he  com- 
incncetl  his  operations  against  the  duchy  of  Mecklenburgh,  the 
capital  of  which  fell  into  his  hands  on  the  23d  August,  with- 
«>ut  any  serious  opposition.     The  iroops  of  the  allies,  inferior 
m  number,  fell  back  upon  their  resources;  but  being  quickly 
re-enforced  from  all  quarters,  the  enemy's  army,  the  advanced 
divisions  <;f  which  had  reached  as  far  as  Rostock,  were  com- 
pelled to  fall  l>ack  in  their  turn,  and  were  reduced  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  taking  up  a  position  behind  the  river  Steiknitz,  on 
ihe    connnes   of    Holstein.     Several   sharp    skirmishes   took 
place  between  the  contending  parties,  during  these  operations, 
attended  with  considerable  loss  to  the  enemy;  but  no  action  of 
any  moment  until  the  18th,  when  General  Walmoden  fell  in 
with  a  divisi(m  of  the  enemy's  army,  under  General  Pecheux, 
near   Domitz,    consisting   of   about   6000,    which   he    com- 
pletely  routed,    and    almost    totally    destroyed.     «  Pecheux 
brougiit  back,"  said  Davoust,  ««  all  who  were  not  put  hors  dt 

m 

»  Crown  I'rince's  flth  and  1 2tJi  buHetJn. 

f  Sir  C.  Stewart's  (lisj)afcli,  Sepfeinl)cr  1 7th,  1813, 

f  Ncy's  oflicial  report,  Sept,  7tli,  1813. 
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tombai."     I„  plain  English,  all  that  he  did  not  loave  behind, 
llie  fact  W..S    he  escaped  with  tVom  5  to  600  mei..*     Fro«4 
lus  pcnod  Davoust  was  obliged  to  confine  hi.nself  to  Ham- 
burgh and  Its  environs,  where  his  arbitrary  and  unfoelin.  ana 
mpioyed  Uselt  m  inflicting  every  privation  and  distress^up 
the   untortunate  inhabitants.     To  such   an   height   had  th 
system  ot  tynvnny  and  oppression  risen,  that  an  edict  was  i^! 
sued  by  winch    even  iemales,  if  seen  conversh,.  on  the  street: 
were  hable  to  be  dragged  to  prison  by  a  set^f  am^d    ,  e  ' 
and  profl.gate  douaniers,  the  curse  and  scourge  o.'  eve.t  pi"^ 
which  they  had  entered.  "  ^  ^      •- 

On  the  side  of  Italy  affairs  were  equally  favourable  to  the 

ban^   ot  the  Drave,  through  the  Illyrian  provinces,  and  con.- 
polled  to  take  refuge  behind  the  I.on^o.     Like  his  Master,  ie 
was  constantly  gaming  victories;  and  like  hini  too,  he  wal  al 
ways  getting  farther  from  the  object  he  had  in  view.     Trieste 
and  Fmme,  two  important  sea-ports  in  the  Adriatic,  reverted 
to  the  Austrian  sceptre,  and  in  the  reduction  of  which  the  Brit- 
ish naval  force  stationed  there,  under  the  connnand  of  Commo- 
dore Rowley,   s.gnali^ed  themselves  greatly.     The  Qoatians 
.agerly  flocked  ..,  the  Austrian  sUmdard,  and  swore  to  pro- 
cct  then-  .o^ntry  from  all  fUrther  attempts  on    the  pan  of 
Irance  tosutKl..-  :t.     Nor  were  the  Tyroleso  behind;  that  ..I 
^nt  people  ,.ckly  threw  ofi'the  French  yoke,  and  d  ch^t 
their  ancient  Sovereign. 

Scarcely  iiad  Bonapart.  recovered  [Vom   the  chagrin  and 
disappointment  which  Vandamme's  disasters  had  occasiono 
and  which  completely  paralized   his   efforts  in  that  qua  t^r 
when  his  attention  wa.  called  off  to  Lusatia,  by  the  nu  uf 
advance  of  Cie.ieral  Bh.cher,  and  complete  deibato   La^^! 
opposed  to  hnn.     With  a  strong  corps  he  left  Dn-sden  on  , 
^id    and  advanced   to  the  Ni.sse;  Bluehcr,  upon  the  approach 
of   h  s  s,p    ,,,  ,  ,,^.^  retired  across  that  river,  and  coiuinued 
n^^  aUback  to  te  Silesiun  frontier,  in  excellent  orde.^  wi    . 
«ut   the  enemy  being   able   to  gain  the   smallest  advanta  -o 

*  ^'-"  I*--*^  buUftu,  S.pt.  ..a.        t  sir  C,  Stewart .  dispMch.  Sep..  w>„ 
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over  him.     No  sooner  had  the  main  army,  again  assembled  at 
Topiitz,  lieard  of  Bonaparte's  leaving  Dresden,  than  they  once 
more  advanced  against  that  place,   having  previously  detached 
50,000  men  upon  Zittau,  to  open  a  comnnniication   Vk'ith  Ge- 
neral Blncher.     Again  Bonaparte  was  li)rced  to  measure  back 
his  steps,    to  defend   his  '•  unatlackable"   position  upon   the 
Elbe;    and  no  sooner  had  he  arrived  with  a  superior  force, 
than  the  allied  army  broke  up,  and  on  the  10th,  retired  into 
Bohemia*.     As  the  enemy  advanced,  however,  the  allies  re* 
tired  hghting,  and  disputed  every  inch  of  ground.     On  the 
10th,  Bonaparte  having  advanced  with  a  large  force,  with  the 
intention  of  making  a  general   attack   upon   the  allies  near 
Kulm,  found  them,  in  that  place,   100,000  strong,  with  800 
pieces  of  artillery,  advantageously  posted,  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive him.     He  no  sooner  found  this  to  be  the  case,  than  h» 
began  a  precipitate  retreat,  and  on  the  1 3th,  retired  towards 
Dresflen,  breaking  up  the  roadsf,  and  declining  the  engage- 
ment he  sought;  though  he  had  the  hardihood,  in  his  dis- 
patchy   to  assert,   that  it  was   the  allies  who  declined  the 
combat. 

The  retreat  of  Bonaparte  from  the  Nicsse  was  the  signal 
for  Blucher  again  to  advance.  He  drove  the  enemy  across 
the  Spree,  and,  on  the  1 2th,  captured  Bautzen,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  which,  the  Russian  Colonel  Prince  Motadoii; 
blew  up  200  ammunition  waggons,  part  of  Bonaparte's  ba'r- 
gage,  and  took  1200  prisoners.f  Blucher  having  now 
opened  a  communication  on  his  right  with  the  army  oi 
liie  Crown  Prince,  and  on  his  left  with  that  of  Count  Bub- 
na,  who  had  been  detached  from  the  main  army,  continued 
to  advance  upon  Dresden  from  the  Eiist.  Again  Bona- 
parte was  preparing  to  march  against  him,  when  he  was 
pi-evented  by  the  re-advance  of  the  Bohemian  army  on  the 
l+lh;  these  havlvig  made  strong  rcconnoisances  amongst  the 
mountains  towards  the  Saxon  frontier,  in  which  some  sharp 
skirnnahing  took  place  amongst  the  advanced  parties  of  the 
respective  armies,    on  the  morning  of  the  16th  they  found 
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the  enemy  in  considerable  force  oc^  *^«  heights  in  front 

of  Nollendbrf.     The  enemy  made  an  attempt  to  turn  the  ri^h 
of  theaU^s  before  Kulm,  while  he  also  assailed  the  rcemr. 
and  left.     I„  this  affair  Bonaparte  assisted  in  per.on-  «  i  5  ooo 
men  were  detached  to  turn  the  right,  eight  thousand  advanced 
m  front,  and  on  the  left:  about  30,000  men  and  8.000  criry 
m  reserve,  formed  the  attack  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  "^     J' 
the  17th,  under  cov«.  of  a  dense  fog,  and  having  advanced 
through  a  th.ck  wood,  the  enemy  gained  unperceived  theZk 
of  thealhes      The  Russians  and  Prussians  were  foredfrTm 

the  left;  General  CoHeredo,  with  an  Austrian  corps,  fell  on 
he  enemy's  advanced  column,   which  had  gained  thT r  ght   In 

i :  rout"  oi^""^'^""'"^^'  "^"™^^''  ^^^  ^^  -™p»'  y " 

K      ^'J  '"'^   ^'"""^"^   "  S^'^'   """»ber,    Ld   took 

^a,ove2G00  pnsoners.     The  Hesse  Homburgh  hussars,  and 
Pru..an  cavalry,  cut  in.,  the  enemy's  rank:  with  the  m"^ 
determmed    bravery,    and   were   followed   by    the    Aus^an 
.nfantry  m  the  coolct  manner.     The  loss  of  Ihe  allierwas  1 
bout  1000  killed  and  wounded.     During  the  last  two  day7th: 
enemy    sustamed    a    loss   of  4,000    pHsoners.f     The'  enj 
my.  defeated  at  all  points,  commenced   his  retreat,  aad  toot 
up  US  old  pos..ons  in  the  mountains.     Bonaparte  had  a  hoTst 
shot  under  hnn  m  this  affair,  which  was  the  last  of  those  nu^ 
.nerous  attacks  on  the  Bohemian  frontier  in  which  Bon  pal 
endeavoured  either  to  extricate  himself  out  of  the  uerilou! 
..tuation  in  which  he  was  placed,  or  «  ,.  ..^  J^  .^^^^ 
"la  of  Ihetr  ]msUwn."%  "•' ames 

Thus  dteomfited   B„„a^„rt„  „,  ^yiged  to.etVace  hi, step, 

.tely  obhgc^  ,o  le„vo  ,t  .gain,  in  order  to  oppose  Blucher 
n»w  advanced  to  .vi.hiu  a  short  distance  of  .h«  dty.      „  ,h  ' 

»nd  » her  loMug  about  2000  men.  all  .he  advantage  he  gained 
.-,  that  h..  "  W  BMerJgiUng  ,o  t.e  Spnc.-    From  l"Z 
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he  was  again  immediately  compelled  to  retrace  his  steps  to 
Dresden,  where  dangers  of  the  most  formidable  description 
began  to  assail  him  from  all  quarters. 

In  the  meantime  the  Crown  Prince  did  not  remain  inactive. 
He  sent  detachments  in  the  direction  of  Koyerswerda,   to 
communicate  with  General  Blucher;  opposed  a  sufficient  force 
to  the  enemy  at  Torgau,  and  advancing  with  the  rest  of  the 
array  to  Zerbst,  he  commenced  the  siege  of  Wittemberg,  and 
sent  a  considerable  force  across  the  Elbe,   which  captured 
Dessau  and  threatened  Leipsic.    Against  this  force  Ney  was 
dispatched,    but  without  any  success;    while  Murat  and  the 
Duke  of  Ragusa,  who,  from  Dresden,  had  been  sent  to  Gros- 
scn  Hayn  with  25,000  men,    besides  cavalry,   to  repel  the 
advance  of  the  divisions  of  the  northern  army  in  that  quar- 
ter,  were   not  able  to  accomplish   any  thing  which  could 
make  matters  wear  a  more  favourable  aspect  for  their  Mas- 
ter's cause.     It  is  foreign  to  my   purpose,    and   would  far 
exceed   the  limits  of  this   work,   to  detail  at  1<  ngth  every 
movement  and  operation  of  the  army  at  this  period,  in  which 
the  allies  had  generally  the  advantage,  and  by  which  they 
continued  on  every  side  to  press  the  enemy  closer  and  closer. 
His  communications  with  France  were,  in  a  great  measure, 
cut  off  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of  the  indefati- 
gable   General    Thielman,    and    by    other   detached  corps, 
who  captured  Wiessenfells  and  Freyberg,  with  a  considerable 
number  of  prisoners,    and  advancing  from  the  south  upoa 
Leipsic,  communicated  with  the  advanced  parties  of  the  Crown 
Prince's  army  to  the  north  of  that  city.     In  the  meantime  the 
indefatigable  and  venerable  Platoff,  after  a  long  absence,  again 
appeared  upon  the  scene.     He  had  arrived  with  the  Russian 
army  of  reserve,  about  80,000  strong,  which  had  now  joined 
the  grand  army,  and  immediately  commenced  his  operations 
against  tlie  eaemy,  with  his  usual  success.     On  the  28th,  near 
Altenburgh,  he  fell  in  with  8000  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which 
he  attacked  and  defeated  with  very  great  loss.     ChcrnichefT, 
with  a  detachment  of  Cossacks,  being  detached  fron    Zerbst, 
succeeded  in  surprising  Cussel  on  the  28th,  as  did  s  jttenhorn 
Bremen;  but  upon  the  advance  of  superior  forces  they  were  after- 
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wards  obliged  to  abandon  both  these  places.    While  the  regular 
troops  remained  for  a  short  time,  comparatively  speaking,  in- 
active, the  one  side  re-organizing  his  shattered  forces,  and  the 
other  forming  plans  of  the  most  comprehensive  and  decisive 
mture;    the    Cossacks  were  on  the  alert  in  all  direction^ 
rheir  dreadful  hmrra  kept  the  enemy  in  constant  alarm,  and 
did  him  great  mischief.     «  These  undaunted  troops,"  said  the 
Crown  Prince,  «  are  not  only  the  eyc^  of  the  armij,  but  they 
likewise  fight  in  the  ranks,  break  squadrons,  attack  squares  of 
infantry,  swim  over  rivers,  and  put  themselves  in  the  enemy's 
rear,  where  they  spread  dread  and  disorder."* 

On  the  side  of  Hamburgh  nothing  of  importance  had  oc- 
curred for  some  time.  Dantzic,  and  the  other  fortresses  in 
possession  of  the  enemy,  continued  to  hold  out.  In  Italy  th« 
Viceroy,  according  to  the  French  accounts,  continued  to  be 
successful,  and  yet  continued  to  iall  back,  and  from  the  I/on- 
zo  had  found  his  way  behind  the  Tagliamento,  and  was  pre- 
paring to  gain  the  Piave. 

The  strength  of  the  enen^'s  position  at  Dresden  was  such, 
that  the  allies  hac'  lo  hopes  of  carrying  it  by  main  force,  except 
at  an  enormous  expense  of  human  life.     To  drag  him  from 
his  den,  however,  was  absolutely  necessary;  and  to  accomplish 
this  purpos*-,    one  of  the  boldest  manoeuvres,  and  upon  the 
most  extensive  scale,  ever  recorded  in  the  annals  of  war,  was 
determined   upon,    and  put  in    immediate  execution.     The 
whole  army  of  the  allies,  from  different  points,  were  to  put. 
themselves  in  motion,  and  march  upon  Leipsic— throw  their 
whole  force  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy— cut  off'  his  communica- 
tions with  France— compel  him  to  abandon  the  position  of 
Dresden—and  bring  liim  to  a  general  engr^cnenl.     Accord- 
ingly, all  the  divisions  of  the  army  were  Tn  motion,  at  the 
^ame  moment.     On  the  South,  the  grand  army  consisting  of 
at  least   200,000  men,  besides   Beningsen's  corps,  broke'  up 
from  Toplitz,  and  marcuing  on  its  left  by  Brix  and  Comma- 
tau,    on  the  3d,   advanced   by   Marieuburg  and   Chemnitz. 
and  pushed  their  light  troops  and  detached  corps  upon  Lei{>. 

*  Crowa  iVinra's  bulletin,  Dessau,  OctuLw  Itli,  181?. 
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sic,  and  westward  of  it  down  the  Saale.    At  the  same  time, 
Bliicher  broke  up  from  the  §pree,  and  advancing  down  thq 
Elster,  he,  after  a  march  unparalleled  for  rapidity  in  the  an- 
nals of  war,  on  the  3d  forced  the  Elbe  at  Elster,  a  little  above 
Wittemberg,  in  presence  of  Bertrand's  cprps,   attacked  and 
carried  the  entrenched  village  of  Wartenberg,  with  a  loss  to 
the  enemy  of  1000  prisoners,  besides  killed  and  wounded,  IG 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  70  tumbrils,  advanced  his  head-quar- 
Vcr-.  to  Kemberg,  and  pushed  Ijis  cavalry  as  far  as  Duben. 
The  Crown   Prince,   who  was  at   Zerbst,    having  obtained 
notice  of  these  operations,   after  leaving  a  strong  force  un- 
<kv  Tauenzien    and   Tt^umen  tq    besiege   Wittemberg   and 
watch  Magdeburg,  commenced  his  march,   passed  his  whok 
army  across  the  Elbe  near  Achen  upon  the  4th,  and  drove 
the  enemy  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Dessau.     Condnuing 
to  advance  on   the  direct  road  to  Leipsic,  he,  on  the  7tlC 
formed  a  complete  junction  with  General  Blucher,  their  un- 
ited forces  amounting  to  130,000  men,   with  600  pieces  of 
artillery.     With  this  force  they  advanced   towards  Leipsic, 
upon  which  place  Ney,  Bertrand,  and  the  other  French  troops, 
feU  back.     Still  following  their  preconcerted  plan,    Blucher 
threw  himself,  with  all  his  forces,  upon  the  line  of  the  Saale, 
and  on  the  west  side  of  that  city,   so  that,  by  the  11th,  he 
ibund  his  comniauication  quite  open  with  th(^  advanced  corps 
of  the  grand  army,   advancing  from   Bohemia.     The   circle 
was  now  completed  round  their  formidable  untagouist,  who, 
by  an  unaccountable  fatality,  continued  to  cling  to  his  boasteil 
position  at  Dresden;  upon  which,  at  the  same  moment,  ano- 
ther strong  corps  under  Beningsen  was  also  advancing  from 
Bohemia.     A  crisis  of  great  and  awful  importance   was  now 
rapidly  approaching,    and  the  blow  which  was  to  determine 
the  fate  of  Europe  was  about  to  be  struck  upon  the  plains  ot 
Leipsic. 

In  the  meantime,  an  event  of  the  most  favourable  niituro, 
and  of  the  greatest  importanrc  to  the  cause  of  tho  allies,  look 
place.  iWarift  renounced  her  alliance  with  France,  and 
joined  the  cause  of  nations  contending  for  their  independence. 
f>n  the  8tli  October,  a  convention  was  si/jned  at  Bianftij,  hv- 
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(o  Bamberg  „p„„  .he  Mayne.  to  «,t  a,  miglu  be  re„rrcd 
ihis  was  a  .■eadful  blow  to  French  intereff     R,v^    i    ■' 
been  the  .*orn  friend  of  France  fora^rbrt  '~^7    ^^  ^^ 
.ion  c„„,d  no.  fail  to  impress  upo„X„t  of  "other 
and  the  mind  of  France  herif,  .he  <" ^e  «     "s    ,"  0?^; 
power  and  m.eres.s  in  Germany,  and,  accordingly,  wfi„1  ."„;' 

heu,  ne  saw,  m  the  defection  ol  Rnvnrlo    ti,„      •     •     • 
ber  of  the  Rhenish  CWeae4,r::;^^^^^^^^^^^^  X 

Pnnces      Bes.des  the  great  force  it  brought  imme  lia teW  to 
the  assistance  of  the  confederates,  while  it  lesse^e     tht  If 
I^rance,  it  laid  open  the  country  to  the  Rhin;  and  was  T, 
oxan^pl    to  the  Swiss  to  follow,  thereby  exposing  a  grit  ex 
en^^of  the  saaeU  territory  of  France  to  invasion.     Ihe  col 
duct  of  the  French  ruer  at  this  moment  was  altogether  u" 
cconntable;  he  seemed  neither  to  dread  an  extension  of  hi 
danger,   nor  yet  to  take  any  measures  to  prev  at  it      Bv 

idT"  "Tf^"'  '"^^^  '"^""-  ^-^'^'  he  not  o    ;  e!! 
abed   he  confederates  to  draw  a  strong  circle  around^.im- 
but,  placed  m  it,  he  l,ad  it  not  in  his  p^ower  eit],er    o  c   oTo' 
or  intimidate   Bavaria,    as   he  might  otherwise  have  di 
had  he  fallen  back  upon  the  line  of  the  Saale,  with  his  armv 
comparatively  speaking,  undiminished.     But  t'he  Lu     f  TrU 
bution  was  approaching   upon  him,  and   that  invisible  iL 
w L.h  parah..d  h.  energies,  and  that  ,>ower  which  confound 
ed  h  s  understandmg  at  Moscow,  had  equally  benighted  his 
mental  powers  nt  Drnsden.  ^ 

"  Lnpsic,"  said  the  slavish  press  of  Paris,  "  has  suddenly 
occome  the  cenfr.  of  important  operations.  *  It  had  ^1 
Ihe  simMltuneous  movement*  of  the  con,bine<l  arnues  awaken- 
ed Bonaparte  from  hi.  dream  of  security  and  vain  conHdenca 

•  Pans  papers,  October,  181, 'J 
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hi  Dresden;  and,  accordingly,  he  left  that  city  on  the  7th  Oct. 
leaving  a  strong  garrison  of  35,000  men  in  it,  under  Govion 
St.  Cyr,  and  in  company  with  the  king  of  Saxony,  his  fa- 
mily and  court,   proceeded  with  his  army  towards  Leipsic. 
Upon  his  arrival  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place  on  the 
9th,  he  f:\ivri  rv«ry  avenue  of  escape  towards  the  Rhine  clos- 
ed ap?.inst  him,    and  no  alternative  left  but  to  fight  his  way 
throa!?;h  .his  ?i5n  igonists.     According    to   his   own   accounts, 
finiunrr  bimnt'lf  ri>us  situated,  he  formed  the  bold  project  of 
inaT'l'ing   -.inon   Berlin.     Abandoning  the   Upper   Elbe,    he 
intfnicd  to  Jii;ikc  the  lower  part  of  that  river  the  scene  of  his 
ope  :  'iijns,  ihe  rontre  of  the  whole  to  be  the  important  for- 
trci-  :*■  Mr.gdcburg.     Accordingly,  on  the  14th,  Ney  advanced 
wi*'  •    'trong  force  in  that  direction;  he  recaptured  Dessau, 
d'";iH^;*pd  the  bridges  which  the  Crown  Prince  had  erected 
tijie,  compelled  General  Thumen  to  raise  the  siege  of  Wit- 
tcmborg,    who  immediately  marchetl  to  join  General  Tauen- 
^ieii,    whose  forces,    when  united  to  other  re-enforcements, 
amounted  to  nearly  40,000  men,  with  which  they  fell  back  to 
cover  Berlin,  where  no  small  degree  of  alarm  prevailed  upon 
the  approach  of  the  enemy.    From  this  attempt,  however,  Bona- 
parte was  soon  obliged  to  desist,  and  in  all  probability,  the 
whole  was  only  a  feint,  in  order  to  induce  the  Crown  Prince 
to  rccross  the  Elbe,  for  the  succour  of  the  Prussian  capital, 
thereby  weakening  the  circle  around  Ix'ipsic,  through  which 
the  enemy  would  have  more  easily  forced  his  way.     The  man- 
oeuvre, however,  did  not  succeed.     The  allied  army  retained 
its   commanding  attitude;   and   as  "  t/ic  annifiilation  of  the 
French  army"*  was  what  they  had  in  view,  so,  to  accomplish  it, 
they  were  resolved  to  sacrifice  Berlin,  should  the  enemy  be 
mad  enough  to  march  in  that  direction.     Finding  his  efforts 
vain,  Bonaparte,  on  the  14th,  recalled  Ney,  and  collecting  his 
army,  concentrated  the  whole  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Leipsic, 

•  "  Tfjc  momentary  loss  of  our  communications,  acrosK  the  Elbe,  below  Magde- 
burg, may  be  a  temporary  inconvenience,  but  the  annihilation  of  the  French  army 
being  the  sole  object  of  tlic  Cromn  Prince,"  &c.  Sir  C.  Stewart's  dispatch,  Octo- 
ber Hth-  iMi"? 
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having,  since  the  12th,  been  joined  bv  A  .  -no 
serves  from  the  Mayne,  who  hml  .ff  f  f ;  "'  ^^'^^  the  re- 
considerable  loss  inCcoume"^^^^^^  ""J  ^""f -'  «^'- 
of  the  Bohemian  army.*  A  a"  excu  J  r  """'^  ^'^"'""^ 
his  plan  of  marching  upon  Berlin  Z  "f  ^'"'^"'"^  ^" 
the  unexpected  delctL  f/ t-S  ^ct  ^^^^ 
alter  all  his  plans,  and  endeavourrWlch  tt  Rf '  ""V^ 
was  a  miserable  though  a  nlausih !  ^  '"^^     ^^'^ 

shewed,  if  he  was  reali;  gno^t  „    Jl  thr*  ""'  ''^""^  ^^'^ 
timents  of  Bavaria  and  others   th")  °"^'"^  °^  ^''^  «^"- 

their  councils,  by  the  met:  I  ^^  ^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^"^  --  *" 
her  intentions,  however    there  iTZlA  T  .    ^"«^««««f"l~of 

ously  aware,  Ind  nothiVshrmt  c^^^^^^^^^  T,  r'' 

in  which  he  was  placed     or  .  J°™>^  ^'^^  ^'•^"Jhd  state 

■tlung  winch,  as  Sir  C.  Stewart  ol«er,cd    .. ,"  '  " 

rate,  a„d  so  little  la  military  calcuUl"   .L    Tf  f-  '^'"'^ 

c.»er  a„a  eW.    nr^t^irraX-lt  ^^tTe 

derates  laid,  and  so  puncti  execu^J    ,W       '^  "'"™.*^ 
was  afforded  to  their  warv  1!^    ,        ,.  I      "PP""-'""!'}' 

con.™a„dors.  to  ta.e  aZt:;:Tf'r;i;t  rrorvrT 

most  confidence  prevailed  amongst  .he  alL  Tw.he  r  su  U 

.?      r.T^  ,  '',"■•••  --^  1-°"'  Aberdeen,    "^'na^ 
...,   .h.„„g„  ,ne  snrrounding  hosts,  i,  is  impofsible 
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he  can  reach  the  Rhine  but  with  the  wreck  of  an  army.  In 
this  attempt  he  may  probably  succeed,  but  there  is  every  rea- 
son to  hope  that  it  will  be  accompanied  by  the  destruction  of  a 
great  part  of  his  army."*  "  And  when  all  the  armies  shall 
be  united  (said  Sir  C.  Stewart)  it  will  lie  indeed  strange  if 
your  Lordship  does  not  receive  a  good  account  of  the  ene- 
my." The  event  justified  their  predictions  and  more  than 
fulfilled  their  utmost  expectations. 

The  alarm  which  seized  the  minds  of  the  timid,  and  the 
gloom  which  dispondence  and  disaffection  had  produced,  and 
had  eagerly  laid  hold  of,  in  order  to  raise  the  fallen  fortunes  of 
their  idol,  upon  his  demonstration  against  Berlin,  was  of  short 
duration,  and  was  quickly  dissipated  by  the  arrival  of  very  differ- 
ent intelligence.  Europe,  at  length,  "  app'>-oached  her  deliver- 
tince"  and  the  hour  was  nearly  arrived  when  the  armies  of  the 
tyrant  were  destined  to  feel  the  eifects  of  that  universal  spirit  of 
patriotism,  which  the  outrageous  conduct  of  France  had 
aroused  against  her,  X^^'o  Russian  tempests  here  overwhelmed 
his  armies — no  ^ayon  rains,  swelled  the  Bober  to  separate 
his  haughty  legi<  u>>  iittd  afford  a  handle  to  lessen  his  disgrace 
or  palliate  his  deikii,  No!  on  equal  fields,  with  equal  arms, 
and  in  the  climate  of  Jena^  he  now  fought  to  preserve  the 
acquisitions  of  twenty  years  of  success — of  twenty  years  of 
crimes.  -At  no  period  had  Europe  ever  seen  such  nu- 
merous armies  assembled  in  one  place.  Near  600,000 
men,  with  2000  pieces  of  cannon,  aod  all  the  other  necessai  y 
Weapons  for  war  and  destruction,  stood  ready  to  embruc 
their  hands  in  each  others'  blood.  The  allies  saw  their  ene- 
my and  the  scourge  of  Europe,  within  their  grasp,  and  the 
tyrant  on  his  part  was  fully  aware  of  the  perils  which  his 
pride,  obstinacy,  and  self-confidence  had  brought  him  into, 
and,  to,  meet  the  danger,  called  forth  every  energy  of  his 
mind.  It  was  not  for  the  dominion  of  Germany,  but  for  the 
salvatipn  of  his  army — not  for  empire,  but  for  life  that  he  was 
now  about  to  contend.    A  short  time  had  chan<;ed  his  situatioiv 

♦  Lord  Aberdeen's  dhpatcb,  October  9th,  181.". 
f  SirC.  Stcwart'6  dispatch,  October,  itth.  iSlS. 
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nnd  lowered  his  hopes.     To  the  Rhine,  he  himself  informed 
u»,  he  meant  to  retrace  his  steps,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
better  able  to  appreciate  the  defection  of  Bavaria,  and  other 
princes.*    What  different  language  and  prospects  were  these  to 
Bonaparte,  who.  but  a  few  weeks  before,  sported  the  follow- 
ing menacing  predictions:  "  Could  the  Austrian  cabinet  think, 
ufter  the  serious  proofs  which  it  has  had  of  the  power  of  the 
French  armies,  to  drive  us,  in  some  months,  into  our  ancient 
limits?    Tmnti,  years  of  victory  would  be  requisite  to  destroy 
•wfmt  twenty  years  of  victoty  have  erected."-^     A  icv,  months  I 
How  arrogant  Austria!  how  stable  France  I -two  months,  how- 
ever, did  the  business. 

Notwithstanding  these  boasts  and  these  menaces,  it  appears, 
however,  that  in  their  sober  moments,   the  French  govern 
ment  l>egan  to  be  alarmed  at  the  perils  which  surrounded  it 
«  It  18   necessary,"    said   Bassano,    «  that   at  your  Majesty's 
voice,  numerous  battalions  arise  in  the  bosom  of  France    to 
place  your  powerful  armies  in  a  condition  to  carry  on  the  war 
w..th  new  vigour."t     Accordingly,   on  the  7th  October,  the 
Empress,  who  was  dragged  forward  on  the  occasion,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  conduct  of  her  gramlmother  Maria  Theresa    in  a 
better  cause,    explained  to  the  Senate  the  number  of' these 
battaUons,  which  were  wanted  to  augment  the  armies,  by  de- 
manding a  fresh  conscription  of  280,000  men  from  that  in  fa- 
tuated  country.     This  was  immediately  decreed  by  the  servile 
Senate.     The  Empress,  who,  on  this  occasion,  no  doubt  spoke 
only  what  was  set  down  to  her,  endeavoured  to  rouse  the  na- 
tional vanity,  prejudices,  and  fears  of  the  French  people,  by 
stating  that  the  object  of  the  allies  was  the  destructio^  of 
France,  and  by  trying  to  impress  an  their  minds  the  miseries 
which  they  would  endure,    if  conquered  by  their  enemies. 
'  1  hey  wished  '  sa.d  she,  «  to  carry  the  war  into  the  bosom 
01  our  beautiful  country,  to  revenge  the  triumphs  which  led 
our  victorious  eagles  into  the  midst  of  their  States.     /  him 
belter  than  any  one  what  our  people  have  to  dread,  if  they  ever 


•  Bonaparte's  dispatch,  October  2-1  th,  1813. 
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suifer  themselve!*  lo  be  conquered."*  If,  in  her  Father's  court, 
she  had  heard  vows  of  vengeance  against  France,  (for  that  was  no 
doubt  the  object  which  he  who  dictated  the  speech  wished  should 
be  understood  by  it)  could  France  be  astonished  at  it?  There 
was,  indeed,  no  necessity  to  have  recourse  to  what  other  na- 
tions said  against  them,  in  order  to  make  them  dread  the  con- 
sequences. No  nation  could  speak  any  good  of  them;  and  the 
bosom  of  every  Frenchman  must  have  told  him  what  France  me- 
rited, for  her  atrocious  conduct  in  every  country  in  Continental 
Europe.  Bitter,  indeed,  is  the  cup  of  retribution,  and  doubly 
so  when  it  is  presented  unexpectedly  to  unhallowed  lips;  yet, 
still,  the  determination  of  the  nations  of  Europe  to  place  that 
cup  in  the  hand  of  France,  and  compel  her  to  drink  it,  or,  in 
other  words,  to  revenge  on  her  country,  however  beautiful, 
the  misery  which  her  sons  had  inflicted  en  Europe,  was  nei- 
ther extraordinary  nor  unjust.  But  it  was  not  so  much  what 
France  might  suffer  in  such  a  contest,  but  what  the  ambitious 
plans  and  bosoms  of  Bonaparte  and  his  unprincipled  followers 
would  suffer  and  feel  from  its  consequences,  that  now  terrified 
and  engaged  the  attention  of  the  French  government.  "  Ac- 
quainted," said  the  Empress,  «  for  four  years  with  the  most  inti- 
mate thoughts  of  my  spouse,  I  know  with  what  sentiments  he  would 
be  agitated  on  a  degraded  throne,  and  under  a  crown  without  glo- 
ri/"f  That  these  feelings  could  not  be  of  the  most  pleasant 
kind,  under  such  circumstances,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that 
was  a  very  trifling  punishment  to  what  he  merited,— a  small 
recompense  for  the  woes  ..nd  miseries  which  that  throne  had 
lieaped  upon  the  world;  nor  could  his  agitation  appease  of- 
fended Justice,  nor  all  the  strength  of  Franco  shield  either 
herself  or  her  Emperor  from  the  punishment  decreed  by  the 
Counsels  of  unerring  Wisdom,  or  turn  aside  the  weapons  ol 
His  indignation. 

Scarcely  was  this  extraordinary  demand  made  by  Bona- 
parte, when  it  was  hailed  as  an  incontestiblo  sign  of  his  grear 
popularity  in  France,  of  the  solidity  of  his  power,  and  the 
immensity  of  his  means;  and  it  was  haughtily  predicted,  that. 
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*  The  EiDiircss's  speech,  October  Ttb,  liil3. 
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iThe  chose,  he  might  carry  on  the  contest  to  an  unlimited  pe- 
riod, and,  at  all  events,  till  he  rendered  Great  Britain  the 
victim  of  his  obstinacy.  So  his  supporters  sung,  while,  on  the 
same  day  on  which  this  demand  was  made  by  him,  he  was 
abandoning  Dresden-^  he  calculated,  with  what  success  a 
short  period  was  to  determine. 

At  length  that  important  period  arrived  which  had  been  so 
long— so  anxiously  looked  for,  and  expected  by  weeping  mil- 
lions and  oppressed  nations: 

••  That  d«f  was  come  when  Heav'n  design 'd  to  shew 
His  care  and  conduct  of  the  world  below."* 

To  enter  into  every  particular  of  the  occurrences  of  these 
eventful  days  would  as  fur  exceed  the  limits  of  this  work,  as 
they  surpass  my  powers  to  describe  them.     Every  hour  de- 
cided the  fate  of  nations,  and  every  day  afforded  materials  to 
fill  volumes.     No  scene  had  ever  appeared  like  it— none  is 
ever  likely  to  occur  similar  to  it  again.     There  was  no  indivi- 
dual, however  low— no  personage,  however  exalted,  that  was 
not  deeply  interested  in  the  issue  of  the  contest.     It  appeared 
as  if  the  usual  occupations  of  mankind  stood  still,  while  they 
watched  the  progress  of  those  events  which  had  collected 
«  Europe  in  arras^'  round  the  walls  of  Leipsic,  and  while  they 
listened  with  an  anxiety  which  was  felt,  but  cannot  be  described, 
to  catch  every  breath  and  every  whisper  from  Saxony. 
.  We  left  the  armies  of  the  allies  in  formidable  array,  around 
Leipsic,  in  a  situation  where  they  could  compel  the  enemy  to 
fight  without  the  advantage  of  an  «  unattackablc"  position. 
The  object  was  mighty,  and  the  means  upon  a  proportionate 
scale.     The  flower  of  the  youth  of  Europe,  and  the  hopes  of 
indignant  nations,  stood  eager  for  the  combat.     The  command, 
was  given.     The  Sovereigns  and  Schwartzenberg  led  the  way. 
Blucher  quickly  followed  their  example.     On  the  morning  of 
the  IGth,  the  army  of  Silesia,  under  the  command  of  this  gal- 

♦  Addinon's  Blenheim. 
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lant,  veteran,  advanced  from  Kroskagel,  Mersberg,  and  Sken- 
ditz,  and  about  noon  attacked  the  4th,  6th,  and  7th  corps  of 
the  French  army,  and  a  great  number  of  the  guard,  command- 
ed by  Marshal  Ney  and  Bertrand,  who  were  strongly  posted 
amidst  vast  batteries  of  cannon  at  Freyroda,  Radefield,  and 
Lindenthal.  The  battle  was  most  obstinate  and  bloody,  and 
was  terminated  only  by  the  approach  of  night.  The  enemy  soon 
gave  up  the  advanced  villages,  and  that  without  any  serious  re- 
sistance; but  he  held,  in  the  most  obstinate  and  determined  man- 
ner, some  woody  ground  on  his  right,  the  villages  of  Gros,  and 
Klien  Witteritz,  and  of  Mockern  and  Mockau.  At  Mockern  a 
bloody  combat  took  place.  It  was  taken  and  retaken  by  the 
corps  of  D'York  five  times.  The  fire  of  the  musquetry  was  at 
this  point  incessant  and  galling,  and  many  of  the  superior  offi- 
cers on  the  side  of  the  allies  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
At  last  the  brave  3ilesian  army  carried  every  point,  and  drove 
the  enemy  beyond  the  Partha.  The  enemy  also  on  the  right, 
at  Great  and  Little  Witteritz,  and  Uchausen,  and  in  the  woody 
ground  around  them,  sustained  a  severe  combat;  and  after  the 
.lilies  had  forced  their  left,  continued  to  bring  forward  additional 
numbers  of  troops  belonging  to  Ney's  corps,  advancing  from 
Duben,  against  Count  Langeron,  The  brave  Russians,  how- 
ever, withstood  their  utnjost  efforts;  and  finally  succeeded  in 
overjiovvering  their  antagonists,  who,  seeinf  '  ^  battle  com- 
pletely lost,  drew  off  at  the  close  of  day,  by  '  i  and  Seiger- 
itz,  and  passed  the  Partha  river.  The  enemy,  who  was  never 
at  a  loss  for  a  reason  to  disguise  a  defeat,  stated  that  all  thi? 
was  owing  to  the  3d  corps,  which,  hearing  a  dreadful  cannon- 
ade, early  in  the  morning,  at  the  point  where  the  Emperor  was, 
and  before  the  attack  began  by  Blucher,  marched  tp  the  assist- 
ance of  the  grand  army,  from  which  they  were  quickly  recalled 
by  the  roar  of  Blucher's  cannon,  and  that,  owing  to  this 
*^  fatal  circumstance,"  this  corps  spent  the  whole  day  in  march- 
ing; in  consequence  of  which,  the  Duke  of  Ragusa,  (Marmont) 
who  was  left  to  defend  Leipsic  with  his  own  forces,  «  suffered 
losses  which  were  not  compensated  by  those  he  inflicted  upon  the 
enemy,  however  great  they  were;"  and  being  slightly  woundc.<!, 
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"was  obliged  to  co,itraci  his  posiUon  upon  the  Partha"* 
General  Sacken's  corps  very  much  distinguislied  itself,  whea 
opposed  to  Bon»parte,  who  about  the  dusk  of  the  evening  ar- 
rived from  the  opposite  part  of  the  line  to  direct  the  operations 
m  this  part.  General  D' York's  corps  also  signalized  itself  in  a 
very  particular  manner,  and  had  many  of  its  most  gallant  oiH- 
cers  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  Silesian  army  was 
7000  men;  that  of  the  enemy,  12,000  men,  40  pieces  of  can. 
non,  1  eagle,  and  many  caissons.  ;•  Such  was  the  battle  of  Lin- 
denthal.  where  the  «  glorious  army  of  Silesia"  and  its  veteran 
leader  acquired  fresh  laurels. 

While  these  operations  were  going  on,  beyond  the  Partha, 
and  on  the  north  side  of  Leipsic,  a  more  sanguinary  combat,  of 
much  greater  length,  and  upon  a  more  extensive  scale,  took 
place  m  the  opposite  direction.     The  grand  army  under  Prince 
Schwarteenberg.  with  its  respective  Sovereigns,  was  posted  in 
front  of  Wachau  and  Liebert  Wolkowitz.  The  corps  of  General 
Guilay,  Prince  Maurice  Lichtenstien,  Thielman  and  PlatofF, 
were  collected  at  Markraestadt,  and  were  to  move  upon  Leipsic, 
keeping  up  the  communication  with  General  Blucher,  on  the 
North,  and  with  the  Bohemian  army,  on  the  South  side  of 
that  city.     The  divisions  of  Mereveldt  and  Bianchi  Weissen- 
dorf  were  to  attack  Zwackau  and  Connevitz,  at  which  latter 
place  the  bridge  across  the  Pleisse  was  to  be  carried.     The 
reserves  of  the  Pvussian  and  Prussian  guards,  of  the  Prince  of 
Hesse  Homberg,  Generals  Mereveidt  and  Wittgenstein,  were 
tomoveonRotha,  where  they  were  to  pass  the  Pleisse,  and 
form  in  columns  on  its  right  bank.    In  advancing  to  the  attack, 
thetorce  under  General  Mereveldt  marched  between  the  Elster  - 
and  the  Plei8se,that  under  the  Prince  of  Hesse  Homberg,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Elster  in  the  same  direction,  to  support  Ge- 
neral Wittgenstein  towards  Wachau.     Generals  Wittgenstein, 
Khest,  and  Klenau,    were  appointed  to  advance  on  Leipsic. 
General  Kliest  supporting  the  right  of  Wittgenstein  towards 
Liebert  Wolkowitz,  and  General  Klenau  on  the  extreme  ri-fat 

*  BonnpRrtn'g  dispatch,  October  16th,  1815. 
f  Sir  C.  Stewart's  disiwlcb,  October  17th,  181* 
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towards  Fuchsliayn  on  the  Grimma  road.   The  Russian  guards 
were  to  form  the  reserve,  and  General  Coileredo  to  advance 
from  Borna  as  reserve  to  General  Klenau.    The  army  of  Ge- 
neral Beningsen  was  to  advance  upon  Grimma  and  Wurtzen. 
Such  were  the  positions  of  the  main  army  before  the  battle  of 
the  1 6th,  the  enemy  being  at  the  same  time  advantageously 
posted  in  their  front,  occupying  the  only  ridge  in  this  plain,- 
behind  the  centre  of  which,  towards  Leipsic,  Bonaparte's  tent 
was  pitched,  and  within  a  few  miles  of  that  city.    On  every 
part  of  their  line,  the  enemy  presented  a  formidable  force,  but 
he  was  particularly  strong  on  his  left,  on  the  side  of  Liebert 
Wolkowitz,  from  which  point,  he  perhaps  hoped  to  throw  him- 
self on  the  right  flank  of  the  allied  army,  and  separate  it  from 
that  under  Beningsen,  while  at  the  same  time  he  should  endea- 
vour to  force  the  centre  of  the  allies,  and  thus  place  their  right 
wing  betwixt  the  fire  of  his  centre  and  his  left.     The  order  of 
battle  in  these  mighty  armies,  was  considerably  dilferent  from 
the  accustomed  mode.     "  The  received  dispositions  for  troops 
in  these  plains,"  said  Lord  Cathcart,  "  is  now,  to  form  immense 
solid  columns  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  which  are  denominated 
masses,  and  which  are  distributed  according  to  the  ground,  in 
one  or  more  lines,  always  with  reserves;   in  front  are  great 
quantities  of  artillery  within  reach  of  support.     All  villages, 
and  broken  or  covered  ground,  are  occupied  by  detachments, 
furnished  by  the  nearest  masses,  and  supported  by  them;  and 
which,  being  defended  by  musquetry,    always  occasion  great 
slanghier."*     Such  was  the  order  of  battle  at  the  tremendous 
conflicts  of  Leipsic.     At  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  ge- 
neral attack    commenced  along   the  whole  line  of  this  im- 
mense army,   and  continued  without  intermission  till  dark. 
The  ground  in  this  part  of  the  field  was  particularly  favour- 
able for  cavalry;  and  accordingly  it  w  ;s  with  this  species  of 
force,  and  an  incessant  and  tremendous  cannonade,  that  this 
battle  was  principally  sustsiinod.     The  allies  advanced  in  three 
grand  columns,  one  against  Doelitz,  the  second  against  the 
village  of  Wachau,  and  the  third  against  Liebert  Wolkowit?. 


•{5> 


*  Cathrart's  dispatch,  Uct.  19tli,  1813. 
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W.S  become  geaer.1  and  dreadful.  In  the  eo„r,e  of  the  two 
.ucceed,„«  hour,  no  less  than  six  different  attaclcshad  be™ 
made  upon  the  villages  already  mentioned;  and  a  solitZ 
buUdmg,  ,n  the  eentre  of  the  enem/a  positio, ,  Jup'^^ 
veral  hattahon,   „a,  taken  by  the  KnsL  infantry,  a  He 

l.nue.1  to  preM  forward  ■„  the  faee  of  every  opposition.  Wkt- 
genslem,  m  the  centre,  "  almost  immediately  drove  the  enemy 
.rom  the  he,gh.s  opposed  to  him,-  and  thewLle  rid.e  wZfor 
some  t.me  occupied  by  the  allies.-  On  the  right,"  hoTeve  , 
•he  large  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry  oppos^  to  GenIS 
Khes,   rendered  the  contest  most  obstinate  L  doubtfu" 

wLaTIm  "■""'"*  ";''"'  '°"'"™"  ""-'«■  hi' Pro- 
gress At  th,s  moment,  which  Bonaparte  characterized  as  de- 
c.s,vely  favourable  for  him,  he  endeavoured  to  put  in  practtt 
htslavounte  manoeuvre  of  breaking  the  centre'of  the'ror 
ing  army.  For  this  purpose,  the  whole  of  his  cavalry  uTder 
Murat,  was  brought  forward  in  an  immense  body,  support^ 
by  _  roue,  with  a  battety  of  UO  pieces  of  canno'  T^X 
"g.    ™cl  Lord  Cathcart,  "  that  he  had  time  to  attack  befofe 

l.gh.  artaiery  of  the  guards,  and  imme.li.tely  after  chL^ 
™th  hu  masses  of  cavalry.»+    The  attack  was  most  detS 
«1  and  severe,  and  directed  against  the  right  of  WitttlSs 
force,  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  wholetrmy.     Fo  T  mo 
ment  t  e  advance  was  checked,  and  the  allies  wL  co:p   led  tj 

succeeded  in  foremg  the  centre  of  the  allied  position.  "  The 
enemy's  cavalry,"  said  Bonaparte,  "  were  delLed;  two  emit 
-gnnonts  remained  on  the  field  of  battle.  Gen^rCu' 
Maubourg  took  some  hundred,  of  the  Russian  guar.l.»t  Bu 
Us  success  was  but  of  short  duration.  The  eafalry  oS  M^. 
geustem  s  corps,  and  that  atuched  to  it,  attacked  Muraf,  force, 

•I.oniCallu:.,i',diii»t,b,  OcloborI91h.  18L5.  .Da.        i,,       j. 

t  BoKipineii  ilijp.itb,  Oclalnr  ISA,  IJJS. 
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in  flank,  "  and  he  retired  with  as  much  precipitation  as  he  ad- 
vanced"* General  Mereveldt  having  advanced  to  Connevitz, 
beyond  the  right  of  the  force  opposed  to  Wittgenstein,  and 
having  also  repaired  the  bridge  over  the  Plieaae,  at  Doelitz, 
was  preparing  to  pass  the  river,  when  his  horse  being  shot  un- 
der him,  he  was  made  prisoner  by  a  column  of  the  retreat- 
ing enemy,  which  he  mistook  for  a  division  of  the  allied  army. 
Nevertheless,  the  troops  continued  to  press  forward  in  that 
quarter;  but  the  quantity  of  water,  and  the  number  of  gardens 
and  summer  houses  near  Connevitz,  rendered  the  task  allotted 
to  them  extremely  arduous.  At  this  moment,  and  during  the 
preparation  of  Murat's  attack,  a  desperate  action  took  place  in 
this  quarter,  by  a  large  force  of  the  allied  cavalry.  The 
cavalry  of  the  Russian  guard,  and  six  regiments  of  Austri- 
an cuirassiers,  were  brought  forward  to  the  assistance  of 
the  others.  These  latter  troops  charged  with  a  desperate 
and  irresistible  valour,  overthrew  every  thuig  opposed  to 
them,  and  destroyed  whole  regiments.f  "  They  precipitated 
themselves  by  their  left  on  our  right,  tliey  seized  upon 
Doelitz,  and  came  wheeling  upon  the  Duke  of  Belluno's 
squaresjj"  said  the  enemy.  Lord  Cathcart,  however,  gives  us 
a  clearer  view  of  this  dreadful  "wheeling  which  seized  upon 
Doelitz.  These  six  regiments  of  Austrian  cuirassiers,  said  he, 
made  no  fewer  than  "  nine  different  charges  on  the  enemy's  right, 
in  some  of  which  they  ^ept  his  whole  front  mth  great  slaughter."^ 
In  one  of  these  charges  the  French  line  was  broken  through,  near 
where  Bonaparte  was,  and  he  owed  his  safety  to  the  fleetness  of 
his  horse.  Dreadful,  indeed,  must  have  been  the  carnage  at  this 
point.  Of  the  nature  of  these  destructive  charges,  the  reader 
may  have  some  idea,  by  the  following  short  extract,  from  a  dis- 
patch from  Sir  C.  Stewart,  relating  the  consequences  of  one 
charge  upon  a  trifling  scale,  and  against  a  trifling  number, 
when  compared  to  the  present.  "  To  give  your  Lordship," 
said  he,  "  some  idea  of  these  attacks,  from  a  return  which  has 
been  found,  of  the  loss  of  the  regiment  of  infantry,  when  the 

•  Lord  Cathcart's  dispatch,  October  I9t]i,  1815, 

f  Lord  r«tlicart'<  dispatch,  Oct.  19(h.  |  Bonaparte's  dispatch,  Oct.  ICtll,, 

§  Lord  Cathcart's  dispatch,  Oct.  )9th,  IS15. 
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Hussian  cavalry  in  Count  Osterman's  action  cliarffed,  tlioy  had 
730  killed  and  820  wounded;  the  residue  of  the  fugitives  rc- 
manung  were  600."*     Compare  this  with  the  still  more  fatal 
charges  which  so  often,  at  Leipsic,  ^ept  the  enemy's  front  and 
destroyed  whole  regim«,t9,  and  we  may  form  some  idea  of  the 
enemy's  loss  on  this  occasion.     Doelit^r  was,  however,  retaken 
by  the  enemy  a  short  time  after.     Poniatowski,  who  defended  a 
vdlage  to  the  right  of  it,  being  hard  pressed,  General  Curial 
was  sent  to  his  relief,  who  took  the  village  of  Doelitz,  and,  ac- 
cordmg  to  the  enemy,   1200  prisoners.     Affairs,  said  the  ene- 
my, were  thus  established  on  our  right;  and  there  seems  no 
reason  to  doubt  his  relation  in  this  instance,  as  Jx)rd  Cathcart 
expressly  states,  that  •«  the  heads  of  the  columns  of  the  French 
cavalry  and  infantry  were  on  their  right,  on  the  same  ridcrej 
next  morrting.»t     Wittgenstein  only  occupied  that  in  the  ce^li- 
tre  from  which   he  had   driven  the  enemy.     The   desperate 
charges  made  by  the  allied  cavalry  succeeded,    in  arresting 
at  this  point,    and  in  driving  back  at  other  }>oint8,    the  ef- 
forts of  the  enemy.     No  other  attack  was  atlerwards  made 
l)y   him,    t*iough   the  cannonade   and   fire  of  the   tiraileurs 
continued  till  after  it  was  dark.     The  advance  of  the  allies 
again,    in  the  centre,   after  he   bad  so  completely  defeated 
them,  was  thus,  curiously,  but  very  lamely,  accounted  for  by 
the  enemy.     «  Tl.e  reserve  artillery  of  the  guards,  which  Gene- 
ral Drouet  commanded,  were  with  the  tiraUeurs.     The  enemii/s 
cavalry  canic  and  charged  them.     The  artillerymen  formed  theii? 
pieces  in  a  Square,  whieh  they  had  the  precaution  to  load  with 
grape  shot,  and  fired  with  so  much  agility,  that  in  an  instant 
the  enemy  was  repulsed.''^     How  the  allied  cavalry  came  and 
attacked  them,  he  left  the  world  to  conjecture;  but  Lord  Cath- 
cart has,  foftunntely,   supplied  the  deficiencv,    by  informing 
us  that  Mitrat  "  retired  with   as  much  prJcipitation   as  hS 
had  advanced."     In  this  manner  terminated  the  sanguinary 
and  undecisive  combats  of  the  16th.     Both  parties  slept  on 
nearly  the  same  ground  which  they  hud  occupied  previous 

'  Sir  C.  SteWart^s  tlispatcli,  Sc,,tcml,e>'  nth,  1 81 3.- An  intercepted  letter  from 
m  officor  in  the  French  regiment  g^ive  tlid  saniu  miinber. 

t  lord  Othcart-s  ,h-.pafi-h.  Got.  I9th.  ^  Banaparte's  dispatch.  Oct.  28t^ 
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to  the  battle.  The  loss  on  both  sides,  as  may  very  readily 
be  conceived,  was  severe,  and  probably  nearly  equal,  and 
has  been  estimated  at  25,000  men,  killed  and  wounded,  on 
each  side.  Bonaparte,  who,  us  usual,  claimed  the  victory,  esti- 
mated his  own  loss  at  only  2500,  while  he  rated  that  of  his  ad- 
versaries at  25,000.  He  merely  omitted  another  cypher  in  the 
right  side  of  the  account  of  bis  own  loss,  which  he  was 
very  apt  to  do  when  throe  cyphers  were  requisite,  if  the 
number  exceeded  10,000.  On  his  side,  General  Latour  Ma- 
bourg,  the  best  cavalry  officer  which  he  had,  was  mortally 
wounded.  From  the  numbers  engaged  on  each  side,  in  close 
and  compact  columns,  and  from  the  dreadful  fire  of  artil- 
lery and  charges  of  cavalry,  it  is  evident  that  the  carnage 
must  have  been  dreadful.  The  French  army  spent  80,000 
cannon  balls,  30,000  more  than  at  Borodino.  It  has  general- 
ly been  accounted  a  drawn  battle,  though  the  advantage  ft-om 
the  subsequent  operations  arising  out  of  it,  clearly  remained 
with  the  allies. 

While  the  combat  was  maintained  with  such  destruction  and 
loss,  on  the  South  and  the  North  sides  of  Leipsie,  a  severe  en- 
gagement, though  upon  a  smaller  scale,  was,  at  the  same  time, 
maintained  on  the  West  side  of  that  city.  General  Guilay, 
with  the  divisions  of  Thielman  and  Lichtenstien,  attacked  the 
French  force  under  Bertrand,  stationed  at  Lindenau,  at 
which  place  was  the  bridge  over  the  Elster.  For  six  hours 
the  combat  continued,  without  any  advantage  on  either  side; 
but,  finally,  the  French  maintained  their  ground,  and  night  al- 
so at  this  point,  alone  put  an  end  to  the  battle.  What  the 
loss  was  on  either  side,  at  this  place,  is  nowhere  mentioned; 
but,  as  the  force  erfgaged  was  considerable  on  both  sides,  and  as 
the  action  was  so  long  arid  so  obstinate,  it  must,  from  a  com- 
parison with  the  others,  have  been  severe  in  proportion,  and 
could  hardly  be  less  than  2'  or  3000  men  on  each  side. 

Persisting  in  their  resolution,  to  bring  matters  to  a  final  is- 
sue, the  17th  was  destined*,  by  the  allies,  for  the  grand  and  de- 
cisive at.ack  from  every  quarter,  against  the  whole  of  the  ene- 
my's forces  now  collected  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Leipsic; 
but  as  part  of  the  Crown  Prince's  army  was  still  in  the  rear, 
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and  a,  General  Beningaen  with  the  troops  under  his  command, 
40,000  stronfr,  could  not  arrive  near  enough  the  acene  of  ac^ 
•on  before  the  erening  of  that  day,  It  was  resolved  to  wait  till 
the  following,  (the  18th,)  to  renew  the  struggle  which  was  to 
decide  the  fate  of  Europe.    Napoleon  could  not  escape,  neither 
cou  d  he  "ward  of  the  blow."     On  the  part  of  the  rn;my,  nc- 
corduig  to  h.s  account,  a  day's  repose  was  necessary,  in  order 
to  bring  up  his  parks  of  reserve,  and  to  replace  the  80,000 
cannon  balls  which  had  been  expended  in  the  battle  of  the 
16th.     Front  to  front,  and  in  threatening  array,  the  mighty 
hosts  stood  opposed  to  each  other;  «  the  cannon  on  each  side  ■ 
-mthtn  mtcsquet  shot,  and  the  videttes  'within  pistol  shot :  and  in 
this  attitude  the  armies  remained  a  xvhole  day  without  firing  a 
shot,  except  some  accidental  skirmishing  by  the  advanced  men."*  ' 
What  a  magnificent  but  a  ponentuous  prospect !  This  day,  (Sun- 
day) therefore,  passed  in  quietness  and  peace;  still  as  the  calm 
which  pervades  the  torrid  clime,  before  the  hurricane  arises 
which  sweeps  the  face  of  nature  with  irresistible  destruction. 

The  Crown  Prince  and  Beningsen  having  arrived  in  the 
position  allotted  for  them,  and  General  Bubna  also  marching 
to  join  the  army,   having  been  relieved  before  Dresden  by 
General  Tolstoy;  on  the  morning  of  the  18t.h  the  grand  at- 
tack  commenced  in  the  following  order.  v.V  The  main  army., 
under  Schwartzenberg,  from  its  positions  already  mentioned, 
attacked,  on  the  South-west  and  South;  General  Beningsen, 
hom  Grimma,  on  the  South-east;  the,Crown  Prince,  with  the 
army  of  the  North  of  Germany,  re-enforced  by  30,000  men. 
under  Count  Langeron,  from  P"  Hior's  army,  were  to  attack 
by  the  position  of  Taucha,  on  t  e  Northeast  and  North,  ex^ 
tending  their  right  to  meet  General  .Beningsen's  left,  thereby 
completing  the  circle  on  this  side.     General  Blucher,  with  the 
glorious  army  of  Silesia  from   the  North,   was   to  pass  the 
iartha,  and  attack  the  suburbs  of  Leipsic  on  the  Halle  road, 
the  Pleisse,  forming  his  right.     General  Guilay  and  Thiel- 
man,  with  25,000  men,  nianoeuvered  on  the  left  of  the  main 
army,  between  the  Plei.se  and  Elstcr.     On  the  side  of  the  cnt- 
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my  he  plticctl  \m  right  at  ConiicvUz,  conlposcd  of  tlio  troops 
under  Potjiatowski  uiid  Leviil,  supported  by  t\}c  corps  of  Oud- 
inot.  The  centre  was  placed  at  Probcstlieydu,  composed  of 
the  guards,  tlie  2d  corps  and  cavalry  under  Mural,  and  the 
Corp«  of  Augercau.  Bonaparte  liiinself  was  at  the  mill  of  Ta. 
The  left,  under  Macdonakl,  was  placed  at  I  loltzhausen.  Ney, 
with  the  3d,  6th,  anil  7th  corps  of  the  French  army,  was  plac- 
ed, viz.  the  ()ih  corps  at  Schoenfiold,  the  3d  and  7th  along  tho 
Partha,  at  Neuit^ch  and  St.  Tcckla.  The  Duke  of  Padua 
(Arrighi)  and  Qencral  Dombrowski  guarded  tfic  position  and 
suburb  of  Leipsic  upon  tlje  Halle  road.*  The  armies  thus  form- 
ed nearly  three- fourths  of  a  circle,  whose  diameter  might  be 
about  six  niiltj,  the  line  of  which  approached  Leipsic,  one- 
half  nearer  on  the  North  than  on  the  South  side.  The  tre- 
mendous field  of  battle,  therefore,  on  ^hich  above  500,000 
warriors  now  stood,  extended  fully  18  English  miles.f  In 
the  cerjtre  stood  the  fierce  and  ;jtill  formidable  Napoleon*  whose 
heart  never  melted  at  human  carnage,  lor  eye  moistened  u\ 
human  misery;:]:  and,  within  this  circle,  now  contending  foi- 
all  liis  glory —  for  all  the  laboura  »)t  20  years.  Arouml  \nw, 
breathing  vengeance,  were  collected  four  of  the  mightiest  So- 
vereigns of  Europe,  with  their  heroes,  I'rom  the  Wolga  and 
the  Oder — from  the  banks  of  the  Thames  and  Danube,  aii^l 
from  the  mountains  of  |he  North,  contending  lor  all  that 
they  had  previously  recovered,  for  all  that  they  had  yet  to  gain 
—■for  all  that  was  dear  to  mankind. 

Bonaparte  having  claimed  the  victory  on  the  16th,  found  some 
dilficulty  to  reconcile  tliat  claim  with  Uie  positions  from  which 
he  was  obliged  to  commence  the  action  on  this  day,  which 


•  Bonaparte's  dispatch,  October  24th,  1813. 

t  "  The  field  of  battle  extended  three  miles  in  length,  and  as  many  in  breadth.'' 
(German  miles.)     Austrian  ofti.  A  report. 

^  In  pab-iing  over  the  bloody  field  of  Eylaii,  after  the  retreat  of  tho  Russian  ar- 
>ny,  Bonaparte  ramc  with  his  suite  to  a  sjiot  where  whole  files  of  Russian  and  Frencli 
soldiers  lay  dead  together.  The  blood  had  run  in  such  streams  from  tlu'ir  ttoJicr., 
that  it  hati  penetrated  the  deep  banks  of  st»w  wluch  then  covered  the  fields,  and  liml 
made  frightful  caverns  in  it  A  horse  belonging  to  one  of  his  attendants  Ijccamc  li'i  - 
ritied  at  this  horrid  scene:  "  that  harse  must  be  a  couard,"  said  the  unft'cliu!.'  Eui- 
yvTor,  and  passed  on  unmoved!!! 
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were  eonMiIerably  in  the  rear,  uiid  nearer  Lcipsic.    Hi.s  reason 
tl,ereforP,  was,  that  as  the  allien  ha.l   been  re-enJbreed,  and 
"  known.g  that  the  enemy's  position  was  very  .tron.r,  .  .e  Km- 
peror   determined    upon   drawing  him  upon   diJflruU  M'ounU, 
a.i( .   on  th.  18th,    Ht  two   in  the  morning,    he  approaehe«J 
withm  ivfo  leagues  of  LeipHie,  and  placed  bin  unny,  the  riuj.t 
at  Conuevit:--,  the  cenir.-  at  Prol,e«theyd«,  and  the  left  at  siet- 
teraz,  benig  himself  at  the  n.ill  of  Ta;    there  the   Kmi.t'xvt 
J,M„  arcaiUd  the  ciiemy:'^     Lord  Cathcurfs  account,  however, 
ot  the  battle  of  the  16tl.,  afiords  a  much  better  and  more  pro- 
bable reason  for  this  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
Wittgenstein  having  driven  back  the  French  centre,  and  oc- 
cupied the  ridge  on  which  they  had  stood,  thus  inter|>o»ed  be- 
tween the  left  and  right  wing*  of  the  French  army,  on  whose 
flunks  Generals  Gui'ay  and  Thielman  was  advancing  on  the  one 
SIM.,  nnd  Beningsen  on  the  other,  and  thus  situated  the  enemy 
was  con.pclled  to  do  on  the  night  of  the  17th  what  he  informed 
us  Marmont  was  obliged  to  do  on  the  IGth,  namely,  "  contract 
Ins  position;"  or  in  other  words,  fall  back  to  keep  hi.  comnmni- 
cations  clear  on  ♦^very  part  of  his  line.     However,  on  this 
.stronger  ground,  which  was.  picked  out  by  the  enemy  him- 
self;  he   was  attacked  by   tho  allied   army.     The   village  of 
Leibert  Wolkowitz  was  Hip  point  ^o  which  all   the  uttatls  of 
the  army  under  Schwurtzenberg  were  to  be  diretletl,  "  thereby 
becoming  gradually  viorc  closeli/  cmnecU-d,  and  the  more  distant 
corps  on  the  right  advancing  (irst/'f     At  9  A.  M.  the   French 
scouts  announced  that  the  allies  were  marching  against  the 
whole  line.     At  10  a.  m.  the  engagement   began  in  nil  di- 
rections.    Every  part  of  the  vast  plan  of  the  allies  succeeded. 
After  a  desperate  resistance,  they  finally  carried  every  thing 
before  them.     Every  village  was  defended  by  cannon,  and,  in 
the  contest  retluced  to  ashes.     Each  army  fbught  in  compact 
columns.      The  cannonade  became  terrible.     Leipsic  shook  to  its 
ioundations.    The  earth  trembled  to  a  vast  distance  by  the  ellccts 
ol'this  tremendous  conflict-  2,000  pieces  of  cannon,  at  this  mo- 


•  Bonaparte's  dispatch,  October  24  th,  1813, 
t  i^'^itl  Catlicart's  dispatch,  October  lath^  1\13. 
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ment,  thundered  along  this  immense  line  of  banle.    Poniatowskij 
who  defended  Connevitz,  was  obliged  to  give  way.    Oudinot  waa 
sent  to  his  support,  but  without  effect.     Macdonald,  on  the 
left  was  overthrown,  and  compelled  to  abandon  Holtzhausen. 
«  The  Dttke  of  Tarentum,"  said  the  enemy,  «« was  reached  at 
Holtzhausen.     The  Emperor  ordered  him  to  place  himself  at 
Stoeteritz"*     This  also  he  was  forced  to  abandon  after  an 
obstinate  struggle.     The  village  of  Sletteritz,    on  the  ene- 
my's left,    was  taken  and  retakpn  several  times,  and  finally 
was   wrested   from  the   enemy.      In   the  centre   the  contest 
was  still   more  obstinate  and   bloody.     The  allies  attacketl 
the  village  of  Probestheydu  four  different  times,  and  were  as 
often  repulsed.     It  held  out  till  dark,  when  the  enemy  being 
defeated  on  every  otiier  par^t  of  the  line,  was  compelled  to  aban- 
don this  place.     Napoleon  was,  for  several  hours,  betwixt  these 
two  latter  villages,  animating  his  men,  and  repeatedly  bring- 
inc,'  up  liesh  troops  to  their  support.     Every  village,  as  has  al- 
ready been  mentioned,  was  defended  by  formidable  batteries  of 
cannon,  which  rendered  the  action  general  all  over  the  plain; 
and  those  villages  nearest  Leipsic  were  most  obstinately  disput- 
ed.    Every  thing  that  bravery  and  skill  could  effect  was  tried, 
but  in  vain.     The  French  troops  fought  bravely.     "  It  must 
be  confessed,"  said  Lord  Cathcart,  "  that  they  (the  villages) 
were  most  gallantly  defendcd."f    General  Beningsen  with  the 
force  under  his  command,  having  been  joined  by  Count  Bubna 
during  the  action,  had  taken  all  the  villages  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Reutschove,  and  continuingto  advance  against  the  enemy's 
tbrce  on  that  side,  he  turned  the  flank  of  Macdonald's  corps,  sta- 
tioned at  Holtzhausen,  compelled  him  to  fall  back  to  Stoeteritz, 
and  at  the  same  time  came  in  close  contact  with  the  army  under 
the  command  of  the  Crown  Prince.    The  operations  on  this  side 
had  also  been  successful.     The  Crown  Prince  advanced,  and 
forced  the  position  of  Taucha.     General  Bliicher  and  Lange- 
ron,  after  severe  t'fTorls,  forced  the  Partha  lower  down;  and 
r]\Q  former  attacked  the  suburbs  of  Leipsic,  and  the  places  ad- 


♦  Bonaparte's  Jispateli.  October  24th.  1B13. 
I   Lord  Cathcart 's  dispatch,  Leipsic,  October  19th,   1813. 


>s 


Mtfcue puije  i:^.f 


J'i1crsh«'ri.»-r^ 


T^'othu 


'Oit pUCie  J.'^if 


/orlujf 


l'itc|-.s]»«'ii;v^- 


-^^ 


t.^'it/IIICI  !tt 


I  BcittwiJifM 

'A 


For  (HIT  rj>o\  \ 


4- ' 


•»■  V    (f.>  - 


iH.rr.K  ""'1    »^ 


-^>Air4% 


'/•  I  //■//: 


«  \ccnse. 


I,  iii;;'! . 


.t..M:r/,.,-  .  /\l/,/rir/,/,,V///,n   .(v. 

ti .Owi.f  ./n/n-  ,/w/.r  Mn:tr/\A-/ihnf 
*'  J'>'iitiiiir.»'/i.\'    .//f/fi- 
li.ii.iin    /'rtti.v.,-    ,/'.' 

J-'.  .  /.i/i,t,r,-n.i-     ,/'.' 

F  .  ,'////,  A •/:,•  ,/;■ 

'  -'■«::::::..    ■ /,-/i, ■/,:,■  Ah'/i,/i /ft-fn;tt 

■"--■Lr-r      -  Jii'rfiirii./  ,'/>,'inii,f  //ir  Mis.r<i,;i>  fi'r  ,f:' 

^l/i  rt-iii,'/itf  fh'ti,/i   tl/iinni.s- 

/>•  .////;',/        ,/.'• 

111.' iir,„/,tr  /ill,:,    iii,-/ii,/m   intfiiii  tf>,m    Ale psitli'tlS  rf  f/i,' 
ALL! h'.\  ,1)  t/,r    /I'f'    r/ir   .ir//in\f  ,'/!  me Si^f^/l  stffe  o/ify 
/if/'.:/  //,,/fi  r  A//,'  /!yA'7//./  ///<///  ffuO/rt//</r  /f/,'r.r 


\\'^Wu-z.-u 


SsV\ 


itl  SrA.iii'^iU 


'2'  '  N 


/o, 


Baxtha 


a^Valtlhi^i^ 


"°ni 


*39 

jacent,  wliile  Count  Langeron  marched  against  SchoenfieM, 
where  he  met  with  the  most  obstinate  resistance,  and  was  tore  * 
ed  to  give  way;  «  Thrice,"  said  the  enemy,  «  he  succeeded  in 
placing  himself  upon  the  left  bank,  and  thrice  did  the  Prince 
of  Moskwa  drive  him  from  it,  and  overthrew  him  at  the  "point 
of  the  bayonet."*     But  the  brave  Russian,  with  his  corps,  re^ 
turning  again  to  the  charge,  carried  every  thing  before  him. 
The  enemy,  who  hail  at  first  abandoned  J'aunsdorff,  ao-ain  oc- 
cupied that  village,  endeavouring  to  interpose  a  Ibrce  between 
the   Crown  Prince  and  Blucher.     General   Bulow  was  sent 
against  it,  but  was  driven  back.     In  a  moment,  he  received 
the  most  positive  orders  to  make  himself  master  of  the  place. 
It  was  carried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  the  enemy  driv- 
en back  upon  Leipsic.     It  was  at  this  moment  that  the  British 
rocket  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Bogue,  rendered 
such  essential  service.     Its  operations  were  directed  by  Sir  C. 
Stewart  in  person.     Whole  squares  of  the  enemy's  infantry, 
terrified  at  the  destructive  effects  of  this  formidable  weapon, 
surrendered   themselves  prisoners.     At  this  moment  Captain 
P  /gue  was  killed.     He  fell  on  a  glorious  and  a  memorable 
field.     The  enemy  continued  to  make  efforts,  by  large  bodies 
of  troops  from  Leipsic,  to  turn  the  left  of  the  army  under  the^ 
command  of  the  Crown  Prince,  and  intercept  his  communi- 
cation with  the  Bohemian  army;  and  also  in  another  direc- 
tion, against  Count  Langeron,  to  separate  him  from  Blucher; 
but  the  firmness  and  perseverance  of  the  allied  troops,  amongst 
which  the  Russian  cavalry  conspicuously  distinguished  them- 
selves, finally  triumphed  over  all  opposition,  and'defeated  every 
attempt  of  the  enemy.     It  was  now  about  three  p.  m.  when  the 
battle,   in  every  part  of  his  extended  line,  was  beginning  to 
be  decisively  against  the  enemy,  when  an  event  occurred  which 
gave  him  an  opportunity  to  attribute  his  defeat  to  a  different 
cause  than  the  true  one,  while  at  the  same  time  it  rendered  it 
more  complete.     The  whole  Saxon  and  Wirtemberg  troops, 
.imountingto   10  or  12,000  men,  which  were  in  that  part   of 
the  French  line,  with  all  their  cannon,  ammunition,  and  has- 

•  Bonnparte's  dhpatch,  Oct.  24th,  18J,T. 
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j*Age,  came  over  in  a  body  to  the  allies,  and  their  cnrtnon  were 
immediately  turned  against  their  former  friends;  and,  headed  by 
the  Crown  Prince,  it  is  said,  that  part  of  their  artillery  wag  led 
against  the  enemy.     This  was  a  terrible  and  unexpected  blow 
to  Bonaparte.     To  retrieve  his  disasters  was  impossible;  but 
to  render  them  as  little  fatal  as  possible  he  made  every  effort. 
He  immediately  dispatched  General  Nanaontyi  with  his  mount- 
ed guard  and  20  pieces  of  artillery,  and  soon  after  marched 
himself,  with  another  division  of  his  guard,  to  that  point  where 
the  opening  ivas  left  in  his  line,  and  where  the  allies  were  ar- 
rived within  two  miles  of  Leipsic.     This  movement  on  their 
flank,  checked  their  advance  for  the  moment;  and,  as  nif^ht 
was  now  approaching,  no  further  operations  could  take  place 
on  this  side.     Worsted  in  every  part  of  this  vast  line,  by  the 
close  of  day  the  enemy  had  been  driven  into  a  circle,  whose 
limits  were  within  cannon  shot  of  Leipsic.     Aware  of  his  peri- 
lous situation,  he  had,  early  in  the  morning,*  sent  General 
Bertrand  with  a  strong  force  to  clear  the  defiles  of  Lindenau, 
and  the   road  to  Weissenfells,  which  he  effected;   jind,    ac- 
cordingly, during  the  night,  the  French  army  began  to  file 
off*  in  that  direction,  and  the  whole  field  of  battle  remained 
in  the  possession  of  the  allies.     The  results  of  this  glorious  day» 
when  Europe  in  arms,  contended  in  the  environs  of  Leipsic, 
was  a  loss  to  the  enemy  of  40^000  men,  killed,  woundeil,  and 
prisoners,  G5  pieces  of  artillery,  and  17  battalions  of  German 
infantry,  with  all  their  Generals,  &c.  &c.  which  came  over  dur- 
ing the  battle  to  the  allies.f     The  loss  on  the  part  of  the  allies 
was  also  severe,  and  could  hardly  be  less  than  15  or  20,000 
men,  as  will  be  stated  more  at  large  in  another  place. 

Such  is  a  feeble  sketch  of  this  gigantic  and  decisive  combat. 
Nothing  now  remained  for  the  French  army  but  a  precipitate 

*  "  Tliree  o'clock."— Bonaparte's  dispatch,  October  a-llli.  Sleep  tlia,t  night,  fled 
his  pillow.  The  ship  boy  on  the  mast  head,  rocked  asleep  hy  the  swelling  surge,  was 
happier  than  he. 

t  Sir  C.  Stewart's  dispatch,  October  lOth.— The  official  bulletin  of  the  allies  stated 
the  number  of  killed  end  wounded  at  '25,000,  and  on  Uie  1 9th  25,000  prisoners  j 
but  these  increased  every  moment.  It  seems  that  the  enemy's  loss  on  this  day  wiis 
S.^.uou  killed  and  wounded,  and  i  5,000  prisoners,  which  the  Crown  Prince's  bu!lp» 
tin  states  as  the  ninnbT. 
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flight,  if  such  a  flight  was  even  possible.  Night  had  cldd  the 
world  with  her  sable  mantle,  but  to  them  she  brought  no  com. 
fort  nor  repose.  The  allied  armies  hung  around  them  in  lower- 
ing clouds,  foreboding  a  still  more  dreadful  tempest. 


"  Tlieir  numerous  watch-fires  lighted  all  the  sky,'* 

and  cast  a  dreadful  glare  over  the  turrets  of  Lcipsic.     There 
was  but  one  road  by  which  the  enemy  could  pass,  and  that  was 
through  a  narrow  defile,  for  nearly  six  miles,  and  in  it  five  or 
six  bridges,  but  only  one  over  the  Elster.     All  these,  except 
the  latter,  Bonaparte  had  previously  caused  to  bo  destroyed. 
The  Pleisse  and  the  Elster,  with  their  numerous  branches,  in- 
tersect the  whole  of  this  space,  in  a  thousand  meanders.     The 
ground  is  level,  woody,  and  extremely  marshy.     But  one  road 
passes  through  it,  which  is  in  some  places,  as  at  the  Kuhthurm, 
barely  wide  enough  to  admit  a  single  carriage;  and  the  two 
principal  passes  in  it  are  only  30  foot  broad*     Through  this 
dillicult  and  dangerous  road  tlie  French  army  alone  could  ef- 
fect its  escape.     No  time  was  to  be  lost — Blucher  had  already 
marched  for  Merseberu;,  on  the  North  side,  and  the  Cossacks 
were  sent  forward  on  the  other.     At  the  dawn  of  the  niornino-  it 
was  perceived  that  the  French  army  was  fileing  off  in  the  a- 
bove  direction.     The  enemy,  however,  still  held  Leipsic  and  the 
suburbs,  with  a  very  strong  force.     Wishing  to  gain  time,  at 
six,  A.  M.  he  sent,  as  from  the  King  of  Saxony,  a  flag  of  truce 
to  Alexander,  offering  to  capitulate  to  save  the  town.     Aware 
of  the  enemy  which   they  had  to  deal  with,  the  allied  Sove- 
reigns returned  the  determined  answer,  that  they  could  not  be 
stopped  in  their  career  by  any  such  negotiation;  but,  that,  if 
Lcipsic  opened  its  gates,  the  inhabitants  should  be  protected. 
To  the  messenger,  said  Lord  Cathcart,  who  bore  this  flag  of 
truce  to  the  Emperor  Alexander,  "  His  Imperial  Majesty  ^garc 
/lis  ans'i-.r  alond  in  the  hearing  of  manij  hundred  officers,  'with 
remarkable  force  and  dignity:   he  said  in  substance,  that  an 
army  in  pursuit  of  a  flying  enemy,  and  in  the  hour  of  victory, 
could  not  be  stopped  a  moment  by  considerations  for  the  town; 
tliat,  therefore,  the  gates  mnst  be  immediately  opened,  and,  in 
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tluit  case,  the  most  strict  diiciplinc  should  be  observed;  that  if 
the  German  troops  in  the  placp  chose  to  join  their  countr^r- 
mcn  in  this  army,  they  should  be  received  as  brothers;  but, 
that  he  considered  any  proposal  sent,  while  Napoleon  was  at 
hand,  as  extremely  suspicious,  as  he  -well  knew  the  enemy  he  had 
to  deal  'xithj  that,  as  to  the  king  of  Saxony,  personally,  who 
had  taken  a  line  of  determined  hostiliti/,  he  gave  no  answer, 

AND    DECLINED    MAKING    ANY   COMMUNICATION."*        This    Wafl 

proper  and  decided  language,  and  in  order  to  secure  the  cor- 
rect delivery  of  this  answer.  General  Toll  was  ordered  to  ac- 
company the  Saxon  officer  back,  who  brought  the  flag  of  truce. 
What  promise,  therefore,  did  the  allied  Sovereigns  make  to 
the  king  of  Saxony,  and  what  compact  with  him  have  they 
violated?  What  was  the  conduct  of  this  hostile  Prince  at  this 
moment?  Though  he  saw  with  his  own  eyes,  Bonaparte  totally 
overthrown,  still  he  did  not  abandon  him.  He  sent  a  flag  of 
truce,  not  to  submit,  or  demand  a  treaty  of  friendship,  but  to 
capitulate  as  a  vanquished  enemy.  He  did  more,  he  did  this 
to  deceive  the  allies,  and  to  save  his  friend.  A  great  part  of 
his  army  had  forsaken  the  cause  for  which  be  fought,  but  he 
remained  faithful.  At  the  conduct  of  his  troops  who  had  aban- 
doned the  standard  of  Napoleon,  he  was  indignant,  "  he  was," 
said  Bonaparte  himself,  «  sensibly  affected  by  the  conduct  of  his 
army"\  Even  after  the  message  referred  to  had  been  delivered 
to  him,  he  shewed  no  wish  to  abandon  the  tyrant's  cause.  But 
why  then  did  he  not  accompany  him?  Let  us  hear  the  reason 
given  by  the  tyrant  himself,  and  which  has  scarcely  ever  been 
attended  to.  «  At  nine  o'clock,"  said  the  French  dispatch, 
"  the  Emperor  mounted  his  horse,  entered  Leipsic,  and  paid  a 
visit  to  the  king.  He  left  this  prince,  at  full  liberty  to  do  as 
he  pleased,  and  not  to  quit  his  dominions,  leaving  them  to  he  ex- 
posed TO  THAT  SEDITIOUS  SFiuiT  which  had  been  fomented 
amongst  the  soldiers  "X  In  other  words,  lie  left  this  prince,  who 
had  "  taken  a  line  of  determined  hostility,"  to  pursue  the  same 
course,  and  to  remain  amongst  his  subjects,  to  keep  them  faith- 


•  Lord  Cathcart's  dispatch,  October  IDth.  1813. 
f  Bo»«psMt«'sdispat«h,  October  24th,  181  J.  \  Do. 
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fill  to  French  interests— to  those  principles  which  had  oppress- 
ed Europe,  but  which  she  was  now  resolved  to  get  clear  of. 
Bonaparte  knew,  that  to  leave  him  behind,  was  more  condu- 
cive to  French  interests  than  to  carry  him  off,  or  there  can  be 
little  doubt,  but  that  the  "  King  of  Saxony  and  all  his  Court, 
had  crossed  the  bridge  before  the  corporal  got  his  orders. 
Events  have  justified  these  French  calculations.  But  what 
favour  this  Prince  can  demand  as  a  right  from  the  allies,  I  con- 
fess I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine— a  prince,  which  to  the  last 
moment  that  he  had  it  in  his  power,  did  all  he  could,  against 
the  liberties  of  Europe,  which  was  the  utmost,  as  it  concern- 
ed this  point,  that  ever  Napoleon  was  accused  of.  Both 
therefore  deserved  the  same,  or  a  similar  fate.  While  we 
pity  the  man,  we  cannot  forgive  the  sovereign.  From  the 
generosity  of  the  allied  sovereigns,  that  deluded  prince  may 
expect  something,  but  from  their  justice  nothing. 

The  demand  of  the  allies,  to  open  the  gates  of  Leipsic 
not  being  complied  with,  the  troops  advanced  on  every  side 
in  order  to  storm  the  place.  Poniatowski,  and  Macdonald 
commanded  the  French  troops  in  the  city,  and  were  di- 
rected to  defend  it  as  long  as  possible,  in  order  to  give  time 
for  the  army  and  the  baggage  to  escape  before  they  attempted 
to  leave  the  town.  The  city  was  surrounded  with  ramparts. 
The  gates  were  protected  by  a  pallisadc,  and  the  walls  were 
loopholed.  General  Bulow  was  the  first  ordered  to  carry  the 
place:  after  repeated  attempts,  he  succeeded  in  forcing  his  way 
into  the  city.  General  Sacken  succeeded,  and  stormed  the 
Halle  gate,  and  the  other  divisions  followed  on  the  other  sides 
of  the  place,  the  grand  army  forcing  the  Grimma  gate.  The 
enemy  occupied  all  the  houses;  and  "  the  conflict  now  became 
very  violent,  and  remained  undecided  for  some  time."*  lle-en- 
forcements  of  some  Swedish  battalions,  and  other  troops,  with 
more  artillery,  having  come  up,  the  city  was  taken,  "  and  such 
of  the  enemy  as  did  not  surrender  were  put  to  the  sw()rd."i 
The  carnage  in  the  city  was  very  great,  particularly  in  the  su- 
burbs, where  in  some  houses  CO  diad  and  wounded  were  found 


•  Crown  Tjince's  bulletin,  October  2 1  st. 
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in  each.     Every  streot  was  covered  with  them;  and  hmidrodi 
of  the  wounded  wt-rc  there  crushed  to  death,  by  the  arlillcry, 
the  waggons,  and  ilie  cavah-y,  passing  over  llieni.     In  order  to 
save  the  city,  the  alHed  Sovereigns  liad  caused  the  place  to  be 
stormed  with  as  little  assistance  from  the  artillery  as  possible, 
though  this  occasioned  a  considerably  greater  loss  on  their  part! 
Would   Bonaparte  have  acted  thus?    The  remainder  of  thj 
French  army,  which  endeavoured   to  effect  its  escape,   fled  in 
the  greatest  confusion:  the  streets  towards  the  Pleisse  were 
crowded  with  artillery,  baggage,    nul  equipag(>s,  so  that  no  or- 
der could  be  maintained.    Each  endeavoured  to  save  himself  in 
the  best  manner  he  could.     Abont  10  a.  m.  Bonaparte  left  the 
city,  after  an  mterview  with  the  King  of  Saxony;  and  with 
some  difhculty  made  his  way  through  this  scene  of  conf'ision, 
and  set  off  for  Lindcnau,  there  to  wait  till  the  army  ha('  "xtri- 
cated  itself  from  the  dciilc.     The  allied  army   continued  to 
press  the  flying  fugitives.     The  cavalry  overtook  them  between 
the  city  and  the  Plcisse,  where  there  is  an  open  8i)ace  covered 
with  gardens  and  intersected  with  mill-streams.     They  cut  in 
amidst  the  trembling  ranks,  and   made  a  dreadful  slaughter. 
The  ground  was  covered  with  slain;  the  stream*  and  ponds^wcre 
chocked  with  mutilated  bodies,  htiman  heads,  legs,  and  arms 
lopped  off  by  the  cavalry.     The  enemy,  tcrr^fl^d,  endeavoured  to 
i'scape  m  every  direction.     Rut  the  deep  and  sullen  waters  of  the 
Pleissc  lay  before  them.     This  river  is  narrow,  but  sluggish 
and  deep.     Its  banks  marshy,  and  of  difficult  access.     Cavalry 
and  infantry  rushed  Ibrward,  they  overturned  each  other,  and 
perished  in  the  fatal  stream.     The  unhappy  fugitives,  however, 
who  had  escaped  destruction  on  the  banks  and  in  the  waves  of 
the  Pleissc,  had  still  ecjual  dangers  to  encounter  at  the  Elster, 
and  the  branches  of  these  rivers,  which  lay  before  them.     The 
Saxon  troops  which  had  not  abandoned  the  eqemy,  on   the 
J 8th,  now  turned  their  anus  against  him.     They  fired   from 
the    ramparts    upon   the    French    army   effecting  its   escape 
Danger  was   thus  before.    Terror  in  the  midst,    and   Death 
behind  them.     Bonaparte  had  ordered  the  great  bridge,  be- 
tween Lindcnau  and  Leipsic,  over  the  Elster,  to  be  mined  and 
to  be  blown  uj),  in  order  to  retard  the  pronress  of  the  a!lie  . 
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To  secure  his  own  safety,  he  once  more  (letcrmincd  to  sacrifice 
part  of  his  unfortunate  army.  But  he  took  care  to  hiy  the 
blame  oil"  his  own  shoulders.  This  operation  liad  been  com- 
mitted to  tile  care  of  Colonel  IMontfort,  who,  said  Bonaparte, 
in  place  of  remaining  upon  the  spot  himself,  in  order  to  give 
the  necessary  signals,  committed  the  business  tc  a  corporal  and 
four  sappers.  "  T/ie  corporal,  an  ignorant,  fello-j:,  uud  ha  ill 
comprehending  the  nature  of  the  dufi/  'jcith  xchich  he  lats  charg- 
ed,"* instead  of  waiting  till  all  tlie  I'Vencii  army  had  passed 
tlie  bridge,  the  moment  he  heai'd  the  first  shot  fired  frc  ni 
the  ramparts,  he  set  fire  to  the  train,  and  blew  up  the  bridge, 
while  part  of  the  army,  with  80  pioces  of  cannon,  remained 
on  the  other  side.  The  confusion  and  dismay  amongst  the 
French  fugitives  now  became  indiscrihable.  It  was  another 
Berezina.  They  imagined,  said  the  eni  ny,  that  the  bridge 
was  in  the  hands  of  their  enemies.  «  A  crij  of  dismay  spread 
from  rank  to  rank.  *  The  enemy  is  upon  our  rear,  and  the 
bridges  are  cut  ofF.'  The  unfortunate  soldiers  dispersed,  and 
endeavouretl  to  effect  their  escape  as  well  as  they  could."f  TJie 
Duke  of  Bassano  escaped  on  foot.  Macdonald  swam  across  the 
river,  and  with  difficulty  escapeil.  "  Lauriston,  less  happy,  was 
drowned.  Prince  Poniatowski,  mounted  upon  a  fiery  horse, 
darted  into  the  "water  and  appeared  no  more."X  General  Dum- 
«^urcstier  also  perished;  thousands  more  shared  the  same  fate: 

"  Troops  of  bold  youths  born  on  tlio  distant  Saoiic, 
Or  sounding  borders  of  the  rapid  Illione  ; 
Or  where  the  Seine  his  flowery  fields  divides  ; 
Or  where  the  Loire  through  winding  vineyards  glides,"  § 
Approach,  in  terror,  Elster's  sullen  roar, 
Dart  in  the  uiatcr,  and  appear  no  more, 

tSuch  was  the  miserable  end  of  these  brave  men:  and  such  the 

■     •  Bonaparte's  dispatch,  Oct.  'J  Itli.  f   Do.        do.         do. 

\  Bonaparte's  dispatch,  Oct.  24th. —  The  body  of  tiiis  brave  man  was  found  some 
days  after  the  battle,  and  buried  with  military  honours.  He  received  two  wounds 
jn  endeavouring  to  cross  the  Pleisse,  where  his  horse  perished.  Mounted  on  ano- 
ther, he  proceeded  to  tlie  EUter,  already  lined  with  Prussian  riflemen,  to  escape 
ulioni,  lie,  with  several  other  officers,  '-darted"  into  the  water,  where  they  perislied,- 
5  Addison's  Jjattle  of  Blenheim, 
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base  reward  from  tlicir  unprincipled  leader,  for  their  bravery, 
their  toils,  and  their  blood  shed  for  his  ambition  on  the  gory 
plains  of  Leipsic.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  very  great:  owing 
to  this  event  alone,  he  admits  that  his  loss  may  be  carritKl  by 
*'  approximatum"  to  12,000  me»i.  The  Colonel  and  the  Cor- 
poral were  transferred  to  a  council  of  war;  but  who  can  doubt, 
for  a  moment,  that  both  obeyed  punctually  the  orders  which 
they  had  received,  and  that  the  poor  Corporal  but  too  faithful- 
ly did  his  duty. 

About  1 1  A.  M.  the  allied   Sovereigns  entered   Leipeic  from 
different  aides,  and  met  at  the  same  moment  in  the  great  square, 
immediately  opposite  the  apartments  of  the  unfortunate  but 
guilty   King  of  Saxony,  and  amidst  the  unbounded  acclama- 
tions of  the  people.     All  the  magazines,  artillery,  and  stores  of 
the  place  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors.     The  Kin«r  of 
Saxony  and  all  his  court  were  made  prisoners,  but  treated  with 
every  respect  due  to  their  rank.     The  garrison  of  Leipsic,*  the 
rear  guard  of  the  French  army,  and  all  the  enemy's  wounded, 
amounting  to  30,000,t  which  were  in  the  place,  also  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  victors.     The  loss,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  drowned  on  this  day,   must  have  been 
very  considerable,  and  it  is  certainly  not  over-rating  it  to  state 
this  loss  at  10,000  men.    The  number  of  prisoners  must  also  have 
been  very  great  and  must  have  exceeded  20,000.     Three  hun- 
dred pieces  of  cannon,  1000  caissons,  and  27  Generals  were 
also  taken:  amongst  whom  were.  Count  de  Hohberg,  Baron 
de   Hokern,    Prince   Emile  de  Hesscd,    Baden  and  Hessian 
Generals;   Dhesnain,  Delmas,  Regnier,  Aubry,  Charpentier, 
Bony,  Krasinski,  Vallery,  Brunc,  &c.  &c.  French   Generals. 
Poniatowski  and  Laurislon  were  drowned.     Generals  Vial  and 
Rochambeau  were  killed,  Latour  Mabourg,  and  Souham  mor- 
tally, and  Ncy  and  Marmont  slightly  wounded. 

Never  was  there  a  victory  in  modern  times  more  complete 


•  The  Austrian  official  report,  August,  "Ist— Stated  the  garrison  of  Leipsic  at 
tliat  time  at  .S,000  men,  hot  tliere  is  no  doul)t,  but  it  was  afterw.inis  toiisiderably 
/itignicntcd.  Tlie  rear  guard  of  tlie  Fruiuh  avniy  could  hardlv  be  less  than  12  i>f 
1J,000. 

+  Sir  C.  Stewart's  disjiatch,  October  19th,  IdW 
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unci  dcclsivo,  and  never  tVul  such  extensive  niiii,  by  the  hand 
of  man,  overtake,  in  one  plai       iich  a  mighty  army.     Tho 
collected  h)ss  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  most  prodigious, 
and  certainly  exceeded  what  the  olficial   dispatches  stale   it 
to   have  been.     The   scene   which  Leipsic   and   its  environ)* 
now   presented   to   the   eyes  of  the   survivors,    was   dreadful 
beyond    all  description.     Borodino,    that    grave  of   tyrann}', 
nlone  could  be  put   into  competition    with  it.     Six  hundred 
thousand  men,  the  flower  of  the  youth  of  Er.rope,  had  entered 
those   dreadful  fields,    where  they   had    for  three   days  been 
employed,  with  all  their  might  and  all  their  skill,  in  the  work 
of   blood  and   destruction.     Both   sides  had    suffered   much; 
but  one  was  almost  annihilated.     Around  Leipsic,  is  one  of 
the  most  fertile,  populous,  and  best  cultivated  spots  in  Eu- 
rope.    For  12   or    15   miles  around   it,    in   every  direction, 
every  thing  was  destroyed.     Scarcely  a  house  was  left  stand- 
ing, and  none  that  was  not  rendered  uninhabitable.     Sixty 
flourishing  villages  were  mostly  consumed  in  those  tremendous 
confli     ,  and  the  inhabitants  lost  their  all.     Every  vegetable 
substance  that  was  fit  for  food,  had  been  either  eaten  up  or 
destroyed  by  the  French  army.     Famine  had  indeed  reached 
the  greatest  length,  previous  to  the  battles.     Hundreds  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  perished  for  want,  and  lay  in  heaps  in  every 
corner.     The  situation  of  these  wretched  creatures  was  truly 
pitiable.    The  dirtiest  bones  were  picked  off'  the  streets  by  them 
and  gnawed  with  avidity.    The  dunghills  were  searched  for  un- 
digested fragments  to  devour.     'J'he  wounded  French  soldiers 
were  seen   crawling  to  the  carcases  of  the  dead  horses,  and 
with  their  feeble  hands  tearing  the  putrid  flesh  for  their  miser- 
able repast;  nay,  they  even  tore  the  flesh  from  the  limbs  of  their 
dead  comrades,  and  broiled  it  to  satisfy  their  hunger.*     The 
consequence  was,  that  disease  soon  became  more  fatal  than  the 
sword — Every  thing  that  had   life  was  slaughtered  for  food. 
Every  thing  that  could  burn,  hj;d  been  consumed  for  fire  in 
tliose  dreadful  bivouaqucs  and  gloomy  nights;    houses,  trees, 
fences,  every  thing  was  swept  away.     The  church  and  the  cot- 

•  Narrative  of  the  BaUle  of  Leipsic,  by  Frefjcriik  Scliolbert;  pages  57  and  y». 
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tage  shared  the  same  flitc;  all  were  stripped  hare,  and  filled 
with  dead  and  dying.     Nor  did  the  abodes  of  the  dead  escape 
the  general  wreck.     Their   silent  mansions  were    laid  open. 
The  vaults  were  stripped  of  the  mouldering  remains  of  mor- 
tality,   the  skulls  and  bones  scattered  in  all  directions,    and 
their  former  peaceful  abodes,    were  converted  into  chambers 
and  dwelling  places,  to  shelter  the  soldiers  from  the  rain  or  the 
cold.     Every  thing  was  destroyed,   every  thing  defaced — affec- 
tion sought  in  vain  for  any  relic  which  could  guide  them  to  the 
spot,  which  once  contained  the  remains  of  those  they  loved. 
From  the  deepest  graves  the  coflins  were  dug  up  to  make  fire 
for  the  suffering  French  soldiers;  and  around  these  melancholy 
mansions,  hundreds  were  found  expiring  of  wounds,  of  sick- 
ness and  of  want.     But  in  vain  would  I  pursue  this  melan- 
choly subject.     No  language  is  adequate  to  convey  a  just  idea  of 
these  horrors.     Speaking  of  the  field  of  battle  on  the  18th,  on 
the  side  where  the  Bohemian  army  was.  Lord  Cathcart  thuti 
proceeds,  "  the  whole  plain  is  covered  with  bodies  of  dead  men 
and  horses,  and  the  ruins  of  the  villages  are  full  of  heaps  of 
dead  and  dying"*     Three  days  after  this,  when  it  may  be 
supposed  that  many  of  them  had  been  buried,  Lord  Aber- 
deen  discloses   to   our   view,    a   still  more  dreadful  picture. 
"  Since  the  day  before  yesterday,"  said  be,  "  several  thousand 
Viodies  have  been  taken  from  .the  river.     The  streets  and  high 
roads  are  heaped  witli  dead  bodies  and  with  wounded,  •whom 
hitherto,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  remove. "f     And  near- 
ly a  month  after  this,  an  intelligent  traveller  writes,  that  even 
then,  "  the  plains  around  Leipsic  had  the  appearance  of  s/mw 
Ti/ards,  strewed  with  the  carcases  of  man  and  beast.":}:     Whaf 
numbers  wei-e  itduccd  to  ashes  in  the  flames  which  consunjcd 
the  different  villages,  cannot  be  known;  and  how  many  besides 
all  these  were  swept  away  by  the  bloody  waves  of  the  Partha,, 
Plcisse,  and  Elster: 


"  Where  they  lie,  the  food 

Oj;  curling  eels  and  fishes  of  the  flood." 

f  Lord  Cathtwt's  dispatch,  Oct.  1 9th.  f  Lord  Aberdeen's  dispatch,  Oct,  ClJd. 

J  John  Uubhouse,  Estj. 
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